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3. Health Care Developments
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5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism

7. Environment

8. Youth

9. Substance Abuse

2018 2nd Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism
4-4 Minnesota soybean growers shared their concerns about tariffs today in Mankato.  
NewsCenter's Jim Bunner went to that meeting to learn how seriously a trade war could possibly 
impact Minnesota.  

4-12 An update tonight on the future of the hotel slated for the current site of Rochester's 
American Legion.  The Civic on First Hotel developers got their conditional use permit approved 
in November.

4-18 A new place for visitors to stay in Rochester officially opens its doors.  The Home 2 
Suites by Hilton -- on 16th Street SW near Apache Mall - is now taking guests.
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4-24 For decades--Big Blue has hosted genius at its massive campus in northwest Rochester.  
Now, IBM is shifting its focus.  That means changes for the campus.

4-30 As Rochester grows, it's important for the infrastructure to grow along with it.  One major 
project in the works--as a part of Destination Medical Center--is to upgrade 2nd Street Southwest 
in front of Saint Marys Hospital.

5-1 Plans to build a Law Enforcement Memorial in Rochester are moving forward.  The 
Rochester Park Board granted permission for organizers to put up a sign at the future site of the 
memorial... the northwest side of Soldiers Field Park.

5-7 The Rochester City Council weighs in on the future of Broadway Avenue North.  The 
Public Works Department presented two construction plans at the Committee of the Whole 
meeting two weeks ago.  Today -- they introduced a third option at the request of council 
members -- after they couldn't reach an agreement.

5-15 Springtime means housing demands are rising, but buyers are finding that there's a 
shortage of homes for sale in southeast Minnesota.

5-21 The future for nine blocks of North Broadway through Rochester is back on the table for 
discussion.  Business owners who will be impacted by the construction are raising concerns 
about maintaining access to businesses. 

5-23 As summer kicks off with Memorial Day this weekend, a recent survey from Explore 
Minnesota reveals a positive outlook for the tourism industry.

5-31 The list of destinations at Rochester International Airport is growing for the first time in 
three years.  Elite Airways hopes its customers will love its new service out of Rochester 
International Airport to Phoenix, Arizona and St. Augustine, Florida.  The non-stop flights start 
July 19th.

6-7 It's the opening day for Thursdays on First and third in downtown Rochester, and 
residents showed up in full force for this season's first.  Thousands of people filled the streets 
downtown.. checking out the concerts... the food... and all of the unique vendors selling their 
handmade items.

6-13 The closing of more than 32-hundred department stores across the country in the last 
year is leading to problems at malls where smaller retailers are feeling the pinch.

6-14 Before the sun set at Cascade Meadows, nature enthusiasts were given a tour to explore 
the Center's restored natural areas.

6-18 After failing to win 'historic status', a 98-year-old downtown Rochester hotel is set for 
demolition.  Days Inn Hotel stands at the corner of West Center Street and First Avenue 
Northwest.

6-25 Construction on the former Armory building in downtown Rochester is set to begin next 
month, a year after city council sold the building to the "Castle Community" group.  Castle 
Community has also announced a restaurant partner for the ground floor of the renovated 
structure.  The new dining venue will be called "Cameo at the Castle."

6-28 A milestone today for a Destination Medical Center project that's slowly coming to life.  
The final beam was placed onto the "One Discovery Square" building this afternoon -- nearly nine 
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months after crews broke ground.  Discovery Square will be a life sciences center when 
complete.

2. Political/Governmental
4-5 The list of candidates for governor is growing.  Former republican Minnesota Governor 
Tim Pawlenty announces today he'll seek his old job as the state's top executive... his first 
campaign since falling short of the GOP presidential nomination in 2012.

4-10 There's a new immigration law on the books in Iowa tonight.  Governor Kim Reynolds 
signed an immigration enforcement bill that bans so-called sanctuary cities.

4-11 In about two years, part of North Broadway Avenue will look completely different. 
The city of Rochester is in the final months of planning for a reconstruction project that hopes to 
incorporate several modes of transportation.

4-16 Experts predict an explosive population growth for Rochester in the coming years, thanks 
in part to the Destination Medical Center initiative.  And it's pushing city leaders to find new 
ways to improve our public transportation system.

4-24 Things are heating up at the state capitol as the current legislative session winds down.  
A lawmaker is holding a 24-hour sit-in on the Minnesota House floor to protest the lack of action 
on gun legislation this year.

4-25 As the longtime Public Information Officer for Rochester Police, Capt. John Sherwin is no 
stranger to our airwaves.  And as of this morning, he's serving as Interim Police Chief.

4-26 We're nearing the tail end of the legislative session... and with that many bills are being 
heard, including three related to gun control today.

4-30 Winona County Sheriff Ron Ganrude says he is asking voters for a second term in office.

5-9 State Senate Republicans unveiled their capital spending plan today. NewsCenter's 
Linda Ha joins us live in the studio with more on what the bill means for our area.

5-9 Governor Mark Dayton says he has a plan to help public school districts, and he's 
promoting it on a tour across the state visiting schools. That tour stopped at Franklin Elementary 
in Rochester today.

5-16 An effort to match the state tax code with federal rules is going to Governor Dayton's 
desk.. but that doesn't mean it's a done deal.  The measure cleared the Senate on a 34-33 vote 
today.. after passing the House yesterday.  Governor Mark Dayton says he will veto the bill.  He 
wants 138 million-dollars to help schools facing budget shortages... and that's not part of this bill.

5-22 We're now in that two-week window where anyone hoping to hold public office in 
Minnesota can file their paperwork.

5-23 It was as expected.. but the impact is not any less significant.  Today Governor Mark 
Dayton vetoed the omnibus budget and tax bills which saw legislative passage late Sunday night.

5-30 Last week, Governor Mark Dayton said 'no thanks' to two headline bills the Republican 
legislature passed this session.  There's a bit of a different outcome today.. with the governor 
signing almost all of the GOP-backed bonding bill, despite concerns. The 825-million dollar bill 
pays for public works projects across the state, including major improvements to RCTC, 500 
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million dollars for roads and bridges, and 25 million for a school safety grant program.  All of that, 
except one-million dollars for a pollution control agency grant, will become law.

5-31 The 20-18 election season is in full swing for Minnesota.  And the state's major party 
politicians are gathering this weekend to lay out their plans for the rest of the year.

6-4 It's decision night at the Rochester City Council.  Members finally selected a design for 
the North Broadway reconstruction project and they decided who will be the city's new fire chief.  

6-5 Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds will soon know who she'll face on the November ballot. 
With State Senator Nate Boulton dropping out in scandal two weeks ago... frontrunner 

Fred Hubbell has been stepping up his campaign.  And he takes the primary tonight by a huge 
margin.  Dr. Andy McGuire of Waterloo has already sent Hubbell her congratulations.  Hubbell is 
holding a victory celebration in Des Moines tonight... at this point he is winning with an 
overwhelming 56 percent of the vote.

6-5 A big decision tonight in the search for Rochester's next police chief.  Controversy had 
been brewing over the application of Roy Alston for the position, specifically with his background 
check.

6-6 The state's suicide crisis hotline is shutting down at the end of the month. Operating for 
more than 50-years, "Crisis Connection" linked callers to local mental health professionals and 
emergency first-responders.  The center has been trying to raise 1-million dollars to stay afloat.  
That money was eliminated after Governor Mark Dayton vetoed a broader budget bill last month 
amid disputes with Republican lawmakers.

6-7 We're getting a look at how federal cuts--and then Governor Dayton's veto of the State 
GOP-backed bandaid spending bill--will impact day-service organizations across Minnesota.  
These include Rochester's Ability Building Center and PossAbilities.

6-20 A presidential trip to the Land of 10-thousand Lakes!  For the first time in his presidency, 
Donald Trump was in Duluth today.  A few hours ago, the President wrapped up a campaign-
style rally at AMSOIL arena.  He spent a few hours talking to Minnesotans about the economy... 
trade...North Korea... and his latest thoughts on immigration policy.

6-25 Big changes may be coming to Rochester's  Mayo Civic Center and how the city operates 
it.  At the Committee of the Whole meeting today, the City Council was presented new findings 
that suggest a need for a new business model to look at how to optimize the use of the center.

6-29 With 2018 being an election year, community groups across the country including here in 
Rochester are gearing up to make sure their voices are heard by the candidates.  Communities 
United for Rochester Empowerment reflected on things they've been able to accomplish so far 
while focusing on attainable goals for the future.  This evening's CURE People's Assembly 
featured speakers sharing testimonies about their experiences and hardships living in Rochester, 
while also devising a plan on how they can best get their local representatives to help make a 
change.

3. Health Care Developments
4-4 It's not very often that someone is given the gift of a second chance at life.  A year ago 
today, Ed Nelson was in the ICU at the Mayo Clinic getting that gift.  The 65-year-old husband, 
grandpa and father of three was battling a disease that was rapidly destroying his liver.  
NewsCenter's Linda Ha spoke with the double organ recipient from Rochester and has his story.
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4-9 People fighting cancer throughout Minnesota will soon have greater access to new forms 
of treatment. A new state-funded partnership called the Minnesota Cancer Clinical Trials Network 
will allow 18 new sites across the state to offer clinical trials to their patients.  The University of 
Minnesota, Mayo Clinic and the Hormel Institute are among several health care providers 
launching the network.

4-10 As thousands continue training to get accustomed to Mayo Clinic's new Epic electronic 
health records system, others have something else to think about.  This may be an easy change 
for some Mayo employees--those who adapt easily to new technology.  But for others, not so 
easy, and for hundreds--it means their jobs are becoming obsolete.

4-25 A Mayo Clinic doctor is hailed as a hero after saving a man during a mid-air emergency.  
Last month, Dr. Adit Shah was on a trans-Atlantic flight from London to Minneapolis, when a 
fellow passenger began experiencing a medical emergency.  Dr. Shah used a sleeping mask, ice, 
a ziploc bag and gauze to stop the passenger's right eye from bleeding, partially due to high 
blood pressure.

4-29 The delayed spring plus a week of temperatures reaching 65 degrees means one thing: 
ticks.  Experts say ticks will come out soon in large numbers across Minnesota.  Ticks can 
transmit Lyme disease during the feeding process.

4-30 An emergency of a different kind impacting thousands of people at Mayo Clinic Saint 
Marys today.  Signs were up all over the campus... directing people: "do not drink the water."

5-8 As consumers, we are accustomed to going into a store and knowing exactly what the 
sticker price is.  You probably know where to pump the cheapest gas and how to compare prices 
online for cars or airline tickets in a matter of seconds.  But, it doesn't work that way for health 
care...  where the price being paid for a given procedure can vary widely depending on where you 
go.  NewsCenter's Linda Ha is digging deeper on what has been largely a secret and mysterious 
thing.

5-8 It's part of a 1.5 billion dollar technology modernization project years in the making.  Now 
Epic has finally made it to Mayo Clinic in Rochester and people have had time to see how it 
works.  NewsCenter’s Francisco Almenara-Dumur went to the core command center to see 
what's going on behind the scenes to make this transition happen.

5-10 There's more pressure than ever to bring doctors into every community in America--just 
this year alone, two of our small towns lost their clinics because of staffing issues. In recent 
years... the increasing reliance on nurse practitioners, or NPs, might help relieve some of that 
staffing pressure.  NPs are trained beyond Registered Nurses to perform most tasks done by 
doctors.

5-17 We now have a timeframe for Mayo Clinic's shift of inpatient surgeries from Albert Lea to 
Austin.  That move will now take place in the first week of June.

5-28 It's been a weekend of miracles for the family of an Iowa baby, receiving treatment for 
skull fractures at Mayo Clinic-Saint Marys.

5-29 Mayo Clinic patients in Adams and LeRoy will soon be getting healthcare in new ways.  
The new options for patients include licensed nurse practitioners and video visits.

5-30 Amazing things happen when human doctors and veterinarians work together.  A canine 
cancer research project at the University of Minnesota is looking to improve and extend survival 
rates in dogs suffering from a certain type of brain cancer.  The study could also help researchers 
understand how these trials could be applied to humans.  Newscenter's Ala Errebhi met Emily 
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and her dog Charlotte, who were taking part in the clinical trials-- as well as researchers.  She 
joins us live in the studio with more, Ala?

6-20 Earlier this month... The Trump administration said it would no longer support parts of the 
Affordable Care Act that protect people with pre-existing conditions.  For now, insurance 
companies cannot deny coverage or charge higher rates for those patients.  NewsCenter's Linda 
Ha is looking into how that change would impact millions of Americans.

6-30 Three to six people out of every 100-thousand live with Progressive Supra-nuclear Palsy, 
or commonly known as P-S-P. Today at the Mayo Civic Center, dozens got to learn more about 
the disease from speakers, and develop a sense of community. 

4.  Education
4-5 Students and staff at Southgate Elementary in Austin saw a show like no other this 
morning.  A nationally-known Russian dance troupe called "Barynya" performed for students 
today.  The troupe performed traditional Russian, Ukranian, and Gypsy Roma dances and songs.  
Performers gave explanations for the cultural significance of each piece.  Group members say 
they're happy to visit schools like in Austin because many students in schools have never seen a 
Russian or Ukranian person and they're passionate about sharing aspects of their culture.

4-9 It's a busy night in Albert Lea... the school district is planning on major upgrades to some 
of its facilities, if voters agree.

4-24 Rochester Public Schools partners with the police department this evening to discuss 
important issues like Internet and school safety with parents.

4-30 There's a big vote next week for people in the Kingsland Public School District. The 
decision is on a school referendum which would expand the school in Spring Valley and make 
upgrades to the building.

5-8 Albert Lea Area Schools went to voters today... asking for permission for a major bond 
issue.

5-10 Rochester Community and Technical College is celebrating its 102nd commencement.  
More than 900 students got their diplomas at the RCTC Field House tonight... the venue filled 
with excitement for the futures awaiting the new grads.

5-16 Riverside Central Elementary School welcomed a pair of rock-stars this afternoon.  Foo 
Fighters drummer Taylor Hawkins along with Mike Arturi of "the lovin spoonful" played at an 
assembly as part of the "turn-around" program.  It's an effort to help schools struggling with 
funding arts and music programs.

5-22 More budget cuts are in the future for Rochester public schools.  The school board met 
today to take a look at the projected 2018-19 budget.  Nearly 1.5 million dollars in cuts were 
proposed for next year’s budget, in line with cuts made in the past decade.

5-29 Nearly seven hundred Rochester Public Schools employees are getting new union 
representation. Paraprofessionals in the district got together at the Eagles Club today to celebrate 
the formation of a new union chapter and to start signing up.
They're forming a new chapter of Education Minnesota, a statewide union with 86-thousand 
members.
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5-29 It has been more than a year since the Community Focus Team or CFT was created as a 
Task Force of Rochester Public Schools.  Together-- they're looking at how teachers across the 
Rochester school district are addressing discipline inequities among different racial groups of 
students.  The CFT has subcommittees focusing on outreach data and teacher support but 
they're at odds with RPS on what to do about the issue.

6-4 The executive director at the Eagle Bluff Learning Center near Lanesboro is retiring after 
40 years of hard work.  Joe Deden started the center back in 1978 and watched it grow from just 
a few classes taught in the basement of his home, to a day-use nature center,  to an organization 
that allows for overnight trips.  During that time, five hundred thousand people have participated 
in their programs to learn more about the ecology of southeastern Minnesota.

6-4 It's a bright new day at the television studios of RCTC.  That's right--the community 
college today began installing a *new TV set... to use teaching students the basics of broadcast 
journalism.  It might look really familiar... if you look closely.
The news studio environment is eerily similar to our "old look" here at KTTC. That's because our 
parent company Quincy Broadcasting donated the set from one of our sister stations to RCTC.  
It'll provide a terrific news studio experience for eager students of broadcasting at RCTC... once 
all the pieces are put back together.

6-7 The University of Minnesota Board of Regents is meeting today and tomorrow in the Twin 
Cities to discuss a variety of items.. including potential tuition changes.  Several of the 
university's campuses could see a tuition freeze.. which would include the Rochester campus.

6-19 The number of Rochester Public Schools students sent to the office for discipline is down 
by more than half from last year.  That's according to a report from the Rochester School District 
presented at tonight's school board meeting.  The numbers for office referrals are down 65 
percent from the 2016-17 school year to the 2017-18 school year. 
Despite the drop, the data shows also students who identify as Hispanic and black, as well as 
English learners, special education students, and students on free and reduced lunch status are 
still referred to the office at rates higher than would be proportionate to their enrollment.

5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence
4-2 Rochester police are looking for six men involved in burglarizing rooms at a Rochester 
hotel.  Police say a man entered the Residence Inn Marriott on West Center Street just after 2:30 
Saturday morning.  He claimed he was there to see other guests...  but when the front desk clerk 
let him in, the man went to the back of the hotel and let five other men in.

4-9 It's been a long winter but with warmer days ahead...runners are preparing to lace up 
their shoes for the outdoors.  Before they hit the trail, some runners worry about defending 
themselves-- if something were to go wrong.

4-10 While this may come as a surprise to many...Olmsted County has the third highest 
incidence of youth sex trafficking in Minnesota. 

4-17 The Rochester Police Department is continuing to turn to a unique group of people to 
serve as an extra set of eyes and ears in the community... dog walkers.

4-17 More clues tonight in the search for a Blooming Prairie grandmother accused of murder 
here in Minnesota---- and in Florida.  Meanwhile...the U.S. Marshals Service has upgraded the 
murder of David Riess to a Major Case as of today, and is now offering a reward of up to 5-
thousand dollars for information leading to the arrest of Lois Riess.
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4-23 Lois Riess is beginning the long journey back to Minnesota.  But first she must face 
charges for a murder in Florida.... that's after she waived extradition in a Texas courtroom today.. 
which means she is not fighting any transfer to either Florida or Minnesota to face charges. U.S. 
Marshals arrested Riess Thursday night.  She's wanted in the two states in murder cases.. the 
murder of David Riess, her husband… and Pamela Hutchinson in Florida.  Officials there say 
Riess killed her to steal her identity.

5-1 We have a clearer picture as to what law enforcement says Lois Riess did when she 
allegedly killed a woman in Fort Myers Beach, Florida.  Riess is the Blooming Prairie woman who 
allegedly killed her husband in late March and led authorities on a nationwide manhunt for almost 
a month.

5-10 A Rochester man faces 4 felony charges after years of alleged sexual abuse involving 
children.  Police say the mother of the victims didn't know the abuse was hapenning until 
September of last year.  She reported the crime last Thursday.

5-21 A terrifying home invasion this morning near Cannon Falls.  Two men burst into a home 
and held a husband and wife at gunpoint... then tied them up. It happened on 90th Avenue Way 
about 8 a.m.   Goodhue County Sheriff Scott McNurlin says the robbers were in the couple's 
home more than a half hour.  They fled westbound on Highway 19 in a light blue or green car... 
taking guns and cash.

5-22 You'd be surprised what some drivers do sometimes while on the road. Last month, a 
Kasson Police officer was stunned to find a driver online shopping on Amazon... in the middle of a 
snowstorm, instead of keeping his eyes on the road. Newscenter's Francisco Almenara-
Dumur took a look at this growing menace and why it makes the roadways so dangerous.

5-24 Eight swords--that's what a burglar allegedly made off with-- afer a break-in in northeast 
Rochester.

5-30 police arrest a man early this morning--- after he allegedly assaulted a woman for *nine 
hours. 30-year-old Quentin Townsell of Rochester is facing charges of Domestic assault, false 
imprisonment, and terroristic threats.  Rochester police say that Townsell went through a 
woman's phone while she was sleeping Tuesday.. looking for evidence that she had cheated on 
him.  Police say that Townsell woke her up----striking her on the head.  They say he continued to 
assault her from 1 in the afternoon until ten o'clock last night.

6-6 Lois Riess--the Blooming Prairie woman accused in two murders--is formally indicted 
today in Florida.  A grand jury in Lee County, Florida handed down the indictment for the 56-year-
old, which carries a mandatory life sentence in prison if she's convicted.  We're learning new 
information about the case tonight from court documents.. and a recording from a 9-1-1 call days 
before the second murder in Florida.  Riess was already wanted in the death of husband, 54-
year-old David Riess.

6-18 A warrant has been issued for the arrest of a St. Cloud man... for allegedly harassing a 
woman in Winona... by flooding her mailbox with *junk mail.  An arrest warrant has been issued 
for 65-year-old Donald Thier... with a last known address of the Thrifty Motel in St. Cloud.  Thier is 
wanted for flooding a woman's mailbox in Winona with junk mail... empty envelopes... postcards... 
even brochure cards.

6-19 Rochester police are looking for a group of women who broke into an apartment and 
assaulted a young woman and her mother. A 19-year-old said a woman and a group of other 
females forced their way into her apartment---after a fight over a man at a party the night before.  
The victim says two of the women were armed with knives.
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6-19 Bank customers are being put on notice about fraudulent transactions.  We've heard from 
several people who say they've had hundreds of dollars stolen from their accounts over the 
weekend.  The withdrawals were at ATMs in the Minneapolis area but none of the victims were in 
the Cities at the time.

6-19 Newly released documents track the day-to-day movements of a Blooming Prairie 
woman who is accused of killing her husband and a woman she later met in Florida.

6-26 It's been 23 years since KIMT journalist Jodi Huisentruit disappeared on her way to work 
in Mason City.  Three weeks ago, new billboards went up in the Mason City area in an effort to 
crack the mystery.  The "Find Jodi" team says since then, new leads surfaced with names that 
they've never heard before.

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism
4-4 A Rochester woman who's helped hundreds of babies over the years... is honored for her 
years of service.  Volunteers from the organization "Bundles of Love" surprised their leader, Jo 
Anne Larsen, today at a special reception at their location in Assisi Heights.  Larsen started 
the group twenty years ago to help newborn babies -- and their parents - feel loved and welcome.  
The group sews blankets and newborn clothing, and then distributes the bundles of love to area 
hospitals, for staff to pass along to newborns.

4-5 A disability is something to be celebrated as a natural part of life, not associated with a 
negative stigma.  That's the message of Winona State University's "Disability Culture 
Celebration."  Nearly a hundred people showed up to the event, eager to learn and celebrate 
people with intellectual *and physical disabilities.  Two speakers living with a disability spoke 
about overcoming challenges to show that they're just like anyone else.

4-5 Affordable housing continues to be an issue across Minnesota and here in Rochester... 
but there are many groups are stepping up to help. Habitat for Humanity... Homes for All 
Minnesota.. Olmsted County, and local legislators are working towards solutions.

4-11 Tonight marks a very important time for Jewish people around the world, as Holocaust 
Remembrance Day began at sundown.  B'nai Israel Synagogue hosted an event, honoring many 
of the Jews who lost their lives---- but also one special group in particular.

4-26 Whether you've been on the job for a couple of months or years...your last day at work is 
always a bittersweet moment.  While there's usually some cake involved, today a Mayo Clinic 
doctor stepped up his retirement kickoff by literally riding off into the sunset.

4-30 The arrest of two black men in a Philadelphia Starbucks earlier this month sparked 
nationwide controversy.  Now, people in Rochester are working to make sure that doesn't happen 
here. Rochester Community Baptist Church teamed up with the Rochester Diversity Council to 
start a conversation about the incident and how it relates to racism. 

5-2 Pieces of her life that were missing for 50 years.  After half a century of  searching, a 
Rochester woman from Vietnam meets her biological father for the first time.

5-15 Lake Winona Manor made the switch from housing two people in each room... to one 
person on May 1st.  Residents typically spend much of their day together in common areas, 
enjoying meals and activities like bingo.  But having private rooms gives them an opportunity to 
rest, see family and friends, and they don't have to worry about disturbing a roommate.
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5-24 A special presentation today at The Homestead in northwest Rochester--to honor a 
special woman for her service during World War 2.  Ruth Guy served in the WAVES... or "Women 
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service"... part of the U.S. Naval Reserve.  Ruth served in the 
women's branch of the Navy, and is now in her 90s.
The Quilters Sew-ciety of Rochester honored her service with a "Quilt of Valor."

6-7 A Rochester mayoral candidate is speaking out about the recent dismissal of a police 
chief finalist, calling the vote an example of racism.  Regina Mustafa organized a news 
conference today to talk about the dismissal of Roy Alston from the finalists to become 
Rochester's next police chief.

6-13 Rochester is now the first city in the United States to join the Intercultural Cities Initiative.  
Rochester is working with the Council of Europe to assist immigrants and minorities become 
integrated interculturally.

6-13 Catholic Charities says it has continued to resettle refugees in southeast Minnesota.  
Among those making a new home in the Rochester area recently is Mahmoud Swedeh, a Syrian 
immigrant here with his wife and son.  They fled Syria to Turkey after their home was bombed.

6-18 The outrage over the Trump Administration’s immigration policy went on display here in 
Rochester where people gathered in downtown this afternoon.  The protest began around 4:45 at 
Broadway Avenue South and 4th Street SW.  Rochester Indivisible planned the rally last night 
over Facebook.  The activists say they share one goal: keep families together.

6-21 KTTC and the United Way of Olmsted County are honoring "10 Who Make a Difference."  
Selamawit Unger is a standout individual making a difference by promoting diversity in Olmsted 
County.  She's involved with the Walk Around the World, Mayo Clinic Festival of Cultures, and the 
Children Museum's Christmas Around the World event.  In 1999, she moved from Ethiopia to the 
U.S.

6-21 A local woman is pleading with the government and ICE to let her brother go.  She says 
he's been held by ICE--Immigration and Customs Enforcement--for about two months.  She says 
she and her family came here legally about 20 years ago... and in the years since... her now 29-
year-old brother has been to jail a couple of times... once as a juvenile.. which is why he's being 
detained.

6-30 Rallies took place across the country today - in regards to President Trump's policy to 
separate immigrant families crossing the Texas-Mexico border.  The "Families Belong Together" 
rally brought hundreds to Rochester's Peace Plaza to show support for separated families, and to 
decry the policy.

7.  Environment
4-4 The State of Minnesota is beginning to detail plans for the 850-million dollars won in a 
water treatment settlement.  The state sued manufacturing company '3M' in 2010 for 
damaging the environment by releasing toxic chemicals into groundwater.

5-3 You've heard the saying one man's trash is another man's treasure... but not so much for 
four-thousand Rochester residents. They spent the last two weeks picking up trash across the 
city... as a part of the "A Litter Bit Better" campaign. 

5-15 Winnebago Industries of Forest City, Iowa IS A a leading supplier of custom-built 
vehicles.. and has been for over three decades. And now it has a new vehicle in its lineup--a one-
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hundred percent battery electric commercial vehicle built on an RV platform.  It can travel up to 
120 miles on a full charge.

5-28 A proposal for a new hog feedlot in rural Fillmore County is creating a lot of concern from 
area residents.

5-29 A stormwater demonstration project has been in the works for months at 1st Avenue 
Southwest next to the 3rd Street Parking Ramp.  It's called "The Zumbro River Starts Here."  
Partially funded by an EPA grant, city designers say the project will both educate the public on 
the importance of rainwater runoff while serving as a filtering device and public art piece.

6-6 An environmental group is warning people in Austin and greater Mower County to beware 
of E.coli contamination in the Cedar River.

6-6 An important milestone reached today for Albert Lea's Fountain Lake.  The community is 
celebrating the kick off of the lake's dredging project.

6-12 Because of the flash flooding damage in parts of Fillmore County over the weekend, 
Sheriff Tom Kaase requested the County Board of Commissioners to declare a State of 
Emergency... and they did.  The request will set in motion a process within the U.S. Homeland 
Security and Emergency Management Agency to assess the damage done by the floodwaters.

6-19 An Iowa-based company wants to build a HOG feedlot about 10 miles east of Harmony in 
Newburg Township.  It would generate millions of gallons of liquid manure each year.  Some 
residents are concerned all that manure could be a threat to the environment, and protested 
outside an informational meeting tonight in Mabel.

6-25 Flash flooding strikes Forest City, Iowa last night -- closing intersections and damaging 
homes.  Yesterday's flooding was completely unexpected -- more than five inches of rain fell in 
one hour… flooding streets, parks, and a lot of homeowners’ basements.

6-29 Summer officially started last week with the summer solstice and forecasts suggest this 
weekend will be an especially hot one. The heat index-- a measure of how hot it feels-- could 
reach triple digits, and that could mean trouble for some people. 

8.  Youth
4-2 Goodhue's High School Chamber Choir is preparing to take the stage-- alongside rock 
history.  NewsCenter's Sarah Gannon reports on the group's preparations to sing with rock band 
Foreigner in just a few days.

4-17 It's about that time of year when many students are setting their sights on college.  For 
the most part, seniors are finishing up high school... but one middle schooler is right on their tail.

4-18 Some of Minnesota's youngest drivers GET safety lessons today---- to help them make 
smart decisions out on the road.

4-25 Lucas Wingert from Plainview-Elgin-Millville High School was named the Future Farmers 
of America Star in Agribusiness.  Today, we caught up with him at school to talk about the hard 
work he put into not only the FFA Chapter, but also his own business.

4-29 It's been quite the journey to national prominence for Austin 8th grader Isaac Zerke... a 
journey that will cap off in Atlanta the first weekend of June.
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5-7 The process of building something with your hands can be a transformative process.  
Students building guitars in Red Wing know that all too well.  tonight was Minnesota State 
College Southeast’s student guitar show, where dozens of guitars made their debut.

5-16 A Rochester teenager who found out many people in Haiti don't have shoes... got 
motivated to help.  It's an act of kindness and compassion.  Students from a Rochester middle 
school pitched in and are now shipping packaged shoes from Rochester to Haiti. 

5-17 Homelessness can strike in different ways.. but some Rochester residents are working to 
help combat the issue locally. According to a Wilder Research Survey from 2015... there's an 
estimated 6-thousand homeless young people in Minnesota on any given night.  That's where the 
Youth Intervention Programs Association comes in.
Hosting a seminar today for Rochester residents on how to properly interact with these young 
people and how to help combat youth homelessness.

6-6 It's a fine summer day and children just can't wait to go swimming in the pool.
Then... something potentially tragic... A young boy goes underwater and doesn't come back up.  
With so many other kids around and no life guard on duty.. crucial seconds pass before someone 
notices him.  That someone is 13-year-old Cody Runyon.

6-14 Now that school is out of session, kids are enjoying their summer vacation, and one local 
community is making sure those kids are safe during their time off.  The Kasson-Mantorville 
community educaton hosted its annual bike rodeo this evening at the community education 
building.. with the purpose of teaching children safety skills for riding. 

6-20 Kasson-Mantorville Public Schools offers a quarter-long class called Community Actions.  
The class focuses on three different projects: individual, small and large group.  The large group 
project typically involves organizing a dinner for a charity.  There are about 30 students involved--
they volunteer throughout the community, and get to see the impact of their work.

9.  Substance Abuse
4-4 A Stewartville man lands in jail after... allegedly throwing an ash tray at a family member.  
Olmsted County deputies arrested 23-year-old Quenton Koloff after responding to a home in the 
100 block of 5th Street Northeast.  Five people were involved in a tussle, arguing over who would 
buy cigarretes for the family.  Koloff allegedly tried to strangle his 14-year-old brother, while 
throwing an ash tray at his dad.  He was apparently drinking heavily. 

4-4 Police arrest a suspected drug dealer in Stewartville after officers raid his Rochester 
home. 

4-17 It's a day of celebration for staff and people undergoing treatment at the Minnesota Adult 
and Teen Challenge.  This morning marked the grand opening for the drug and alcohol 
treatment's new facility.

4-19 In the middle of the opioid epidemic, medical institutions are doing what they can to 
manage pain while not contributing to new addictions.  Mayo Clinic says it's doing its part, 
announcing today the results of a study on its opioid prescription habits and how the patients use 
them.

4-26 Governor Mark Dayton announces a plan to fight Opioid addictions.   The governor, along 
with two Republican legislators backing bills that aim to address the issue, announced new 
actions this morning.
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4-26 Every year, we remember the names and faces of victims of drunk drivers. Tonight, at an 
annual event in Rochester hosted by Mothers Against Drunk Drivers, the community gathered to 
read the names of those killed in our region.  The mission of MADD is to end drunk driving, help 
fight drugged driving and support victims of these violent crimes.

5-14 A Byron man is facing felony level drug charges after a raid.  The Olmsted County 
Sheriff's Office says the search resulted in 60 grams of marijuana wax, 20 doses of oil cartridges 
for e-cigarettes, just more than 27 grams of marijuana and 23-hundred dollars in cash.

5-14 Startling preliminary numbers show a sharp increase in the number of Minnesotans who 
died from synthetic opioid fentanyl last year.

5-16 Tuesday was a big day for the Southeast Minnesota Violent Crimes Task Force as 
authorities make multiple arrests for people wanted in drug related cases.  Captain Vince 
Scheckel says it comes after a six month narcotics investigation.  The arrests occurred in various 
locations in the Rochester and Stewartville area, with multiple teams, 27 suspects, indirectly 
connected by a few larger dealers most involving meth.

5-20 An alert for people in Iowa and Minnesota to keep an eye out for a missing child... who 
may be in danger.  Her name is Dakota Ray--she is two years old.
Police in Camden, South Carolina, believe her parents took her. They are William and Jessica 
Ray... who police say are heavy methamphetamine users.

5-21 More than 55-thousand people have gotten help to kick nicotine addiction at Mayo 
Clinic's Nicotine Dependence Center. Mayo launched the program shortly after the Surgeon 
General first released findings about nicotine addiction in 1988. The center's director says a lot 
has changed over the last three decades in the ways nicotine addiction can be treated.

5-30 Minnesota Attorney General Lori Swanson is suing an Arizona-based pharmaceutical 
company alleging that it illegally marketed a painkiller made from the synthetic opioid fentanyl.

6-4 Police take a man into custody for failing a drug test before his court hearing.  they 
caught 23-year-old Andre Moldenhauer with 1-point-3 grams of meth on him---in an Olmsted 
County Courtroom.  The police found the drugs in a routine search.  Moldenhauer is now facing 
5th degree possession along with his original charges. 

6-4 A Winona man is facing charges after reportedly leaving a duffel bag full of marijuana in a 
cab.  According to police, the suspect forgot his duffel bag after leaving a cab without paying 
around 3 a.m. Sunday morning.  Yellow Cab Company then called police and searched the bag 
to find 50 grams of marijuana. 

6-14 All this week, KTTC and the United Way of Olmsted County are honoring "10 Who Make 
a Difference." Jackson is an ex-convict and former drug addict.  While serving his three year 
sentence on drug charges he decided to turn his life around and founded the group 'Ministry of 
Good Works" in 2013.  Members are made up of former convicts and drug addicts who hope to 
use the lessons of their past as a guiding light to at-risk youth.  The group aims to educate young 
people that being involved with gangs, drugs, and violence can lead to jail time or death. 

LOCALLY/QMI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING
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KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and issues. It 
devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant problems, needs 
and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following programming in response to 
the issues and programs during this quarter.

• KTTC NewsCenter “Around Town”
Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am
Sunday 7:26am
“Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in the 

community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the area, usually 
by non-profit organizations.

2018 Around Town 2nd Quarter Schedule

           April 7 – “Wine & Roses,” PossAbilities; Resounding Voices Choir,
Rochester

April 14 – Rochester Figure Skating Club’s “Dream On” Show; 10 Who
Make a Difference, United Way & KTTC-TV

April 21 – Olmsted County 4-H Auction; Soul Shop from 1st Presbyterian
Church, Rochester

April 28 – “Jesus Christ Superstar” production; The Resilient Option,
Project Legacy 

May 5 – “Innovationology” Exhibit, Minnesota Children’s Museum
Rochester

May 12 – Power of the Purse, United Way of Olmsted County; Ability
Building Center Golf Tournament, Rochester

May 19 – Relay for Life of Olmsted County
May 26 – Rhubarb Festival, Lanesboro; Hangar Dance, Rochesterfest

June 2 – Rochester Community Band Spring Concert; Lanesboro Arts’
Summer Youth Education Program

June 9 – Sing Minnesota Concert for Veterans
June 16 – Once Upon a Playhouse, United Way of Olmsted County;

SE Minnesota Honors Choir
June 23 – Stagecoach Days, Mantorville
June 30 – “Be the Bridge” project, Leadership Greater Rochester 

KTTC NewsCenter
NewsCenter Today Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am
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NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm
NewsCenter at Five Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm
NewsCenter at Five Sunday 5:00-5:30pm
NewsCenter at Six Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm
NewsCenter at Ten Sunday-Friday10:00-10:35pm
NewsCenter at Ten Saturday 10:00-10:30pm

SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to the 
problems and needs of our viewing area-

• Ag Day Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30am

Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics.

NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING

KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the problems 
and needs of our viewing area.

• Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am
•                               Sunday 3:00a-4:00a
      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the day’s 
upcoming events

• Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am
  Saturday   7:00-9:00am
  Sunday     7:00-8:00am

A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, weather reports 
and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, business, media, entertainment 
and sports.

• Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week

• NBC Nightly News Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and international 
events.
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• Dateline Various dates/times

Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of topics, 
including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker profiles.

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public service 
announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s are listed below 
which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given here, but are available on 
request.

The following PSA’s ran during the 2nd quarter of 2018

Second Quarter 2018 – KTTC-TV

Advertiser Title

Ability Building Center Dan/Eric/Katrina/Mariann/Sewing/Golf 

Tournament

American Cancer Society Relay for Life

Brighter Tomorrows Go for the Gold 5K

City of Lewiston Fools Five Road Race

City of Rochester Rochesterfest 2018

Closed Captioning Closed Captioning

Drunk Driving Austin/Christopher

Elder Network Spring Fever 2018

Family Service Rochester Meals on Wheels/Once Upon a Playhouse

Garden Fair/LINK Garden Fair

International Mutual Assistance Association Walk Around the World

Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation

Kiwanis Club Kids Need/Last Straw/Picking

KTTC Community Calendar Community Calendar
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Mayo Clinic Take Back Drugs Day

Minnesota National Guard Benefits/Careers/STEM/Heart/Greater

Minnesota Tornado Drill Day Tornado Drill Day 2018

Paws & Claws Humane Society Pet Walk

Rochester Downtown Alliance Thursdays on 1st & 3rd 

RNeighbors A Litter Bit Better

Ronald McDonald House Capital Campaign 2018

The Arc Minnesota Golfers Choice Tournament

United Way of Olmsted County 2-1-1/10 Who Make a Difference

Power of the Purse

Veterans and Emergency Services Museum Hangar Dance

Weather Academy Hot Weekend Warning/Fronts


