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KTTC airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 

important issues of the communities we serve. Listed below, by problem and need 

category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter 

 

 

2017 LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 

2. Political/Governmental 

3. Health Care Developments 

4. Education 

5. Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 

7. Environment 

8. Youth 

9. Substance Abuse 
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2017 4th Quarter Issues and Programs Report - KTTC NewsCenter  
 

1. Economic & Downtown Development/Jobs/Tourism 
 

10-5 With gun safety fresh on the minds of many, some in a Rochester neighborhood are 
hoping to ensure that a gun club coming to their back yard is above board.  NewsCenter’s 
Francisco Almenara-Dumur was at a meeting held by the developers where neighbors voiced 
their concerns. 
 
10-5 Neighbors in northwest Rochester have been fighting a certain new commercial 
development for years.   After protests, debate, dialogue and promises... the development got a 
green light from the Rochester City Council and the project itself is now being built. But it might 
not be what you think. 
 
10-11 The American Legion has been on the corner of 1st Avenue Northwest and Civic Center 
Drive for nearly half a century.  But now, as planners are finalizing expectations for a hotel to go 
up on that land--the Legion needs to find a new home. 
 
10-16 Rochester Parks and recreation has long had its eyes on improving Cascade Lake Park.. 
and one of the first improvements might be around the corner.  
 
10-25 Mayo Clinic reveals to business and community leaders today that it is planning an 
additional one-point-two BILLION dollars in capital spending over the next four years in 
Rochester. 
 
10-30 From one of the most powerful microscopes in the country, to new lab space, dozens 
today toured the expansion at the Hormel Institute in Austin. 
 
11-2 For years--IBM has been cutting its work force in Rochester.  Now--with many of its 
buildings empty, IBM is taking steps to sell its property. 
 

 11-2 A Destination Medical Center project takes a major step forward today-- officially 
breaking ground for a new life sciences center.  
 
11-6 The Rochester city council meets tonight for public hearings-- including some that impact 
the future of downtown.  The future of the Armory building and the 9-story hotel where the 
American Legion building is now were both on the line.  
 
11-8 Members of the group “Communities United for Rochester Empowerment” or “CURE”-- 
bring their concerns regarding affordable housing to Mayo Clinic's Dr. John Noseworthy. 
 
11-13 Rochester's Graham Park could be the next space to get a major facelift.  Olmsted 
County's Facilities representatives provided an update on plans for the park at the Committee of 
The Whole meeting this afternoon. They're hoping to make the area better for year-round 
activities-- and make it a destination for a variety of events-- not just the Olmsted County Fair.  
Planners would make a variety of changes--- including building a new park for various festivals, 
as well as preserve the historical buildings-- some of which date back to the 1930s.  
 
11-20 Two big developments get the go ahead tonight at the Rochester City Council meeting, 
including the future of IBM'S property in Rochester.  This decision will allow IBM to subdivide its 
492 acre campus into three large lots and one out-lot to be known as the Rochester Business 
Park.  
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11-29 Frustrations have reached a boiling point for a Rochester neighborhood.  That's after a 
developer wants to expand its plans for the northwest neighborhood.  Tonight, residents are 
taking their concerns to city leaders as they question the developer’s plans. 
 
11-29 The sounds of construction are about to echo through Saint Marys.  Mayo Clinic unveils 
its plans for the Generose Building expansion. 
 
12-7 With all of the growth expected in Rochester in the coming years, one of the most 
important challenges to tackle is transit.  Now the city is focusing on Broadway Avenue North and 
figuring out how to make it safer for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 
12-7 A strike is on the horizon in Albert Lea----some Mayo Clinic Health system employees 
say they've had enough of what they call Mayo's "devaluation of rural healthcare." 
 
12-8 Just two weeks before Christmas... something terrible is happening to people at one of 
southeast Minnesota's largest employers.  They're losing their jobs.  The layoffs have begun this 
week at McNeilus in Dodge Center. 
 
12-8 A new art attraction is coming to downtown Rochester this weekend.  The artist hasn't 
officially named the piece yet, but it will be installed in front of the Mayo Civic Center's Riverfront 
Plaza bright and early tomorrow.  The 30-foot long, 15-foot high stainless steel sculpture is an 
interactive display that the city of Rochester commissioned. 
 
12-14 At tonight's planning and zoning meeting, many residents of Oronoco are protesting the 
rezoning of a plot of land from residential to Industrial. The proposed rezoning of the area of land 
in Oronoco would allow for a 300,000 square foot cold storage facility.   
 
12-20 A day after striking on the job in Albert Lea, about 70 Mayo Clinic workers are locked out 
from their jobs for seven days-- just as Mayo officials promised.  In response.. members of SEIU 
and workers picketed again today. 
 
12-21 A Rochester community campaign to bring back a historic clock and bell tower to 
downtown has reached a milestone.  Since last March, we've been in partnership with Rochester 
Fire Department and the City of Rochester and others to raise money for the 100-year old clock 
and bell.  We're happy to announce we've surpassed the 200-thousand dollar mark in the 
campaign.  That's thanks, in part, to today's 10-thousand dollar gift from First Alliance Credit 
Union.  
 
12-21 Two days after going on strike-- some Mayo Clinic Health System-Albert Lea workers-- 
pound the pavement again today.  This time, in Rochester. Mayo Clinic has made it clear -- they 
will not be able to return to work until after Christmas -- due to the contract agreement Mayo 
secured to obtain temporary employees.  
 
12-26 It's one thing to bundle up for work when you're outside a big chunk of the day. 
What about working outside hundreds of feet in the air?   That's the challenge for some of the 
construction workers on the Hilton Hotel project.  It's rising steadily at Broadway and Center... 
now reaching its full 19-story height.  Andy Chafoulias of Titan Development and Investments 
says everything is on track and it's "all systems go."  As you can see from the KTTC DroneCam, 
there's some weather protection for some of the work areas. 
 
 

 

2. Political/Governmental 
 



Issues and Programs Report 

Fourth Quarter 2017 

 

KTTC/KTTC-DT 

 Television 

Rochester, Minnesota 5 

10-1 For weeks, Minnesota's political leaders have been trying to get answers on how the 
Trump Administration will fund MinnesotaCare next year... health care for the poor.  Governor 
Dayton and the entire Minnesota congressional delegation have been demanding a straight 
answer from Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price. 
Well two hours ago---Price quit his job, resigning over the uproar over his use of private charter 
flights on taxpayer dollars. 
 
10-17 As the gubernatorial race picks up, candidates are now getting to voice their stances to 
the people. Tonight all five DFL candidates were in Rochester for one of their first official debates. 
 
10-23 Most people can agree dealing with healthcare is very complicated.  Tonight the GOP 
gubernatorial  candidates made their pitches on how they think it should be handled in Minnesota. 
 
11-7 Speed dating took a new political turn tonight at the Olmsted County GOP's “Meet your 
Governor” event.  Five of the GOP's candidates for Minnesota governor were in Rochester 
tonight talking to delegates and activists about their platforms.  Each candidate gave a brief 
synopsis of their campaign and then were split into smaller groups to talk individually with those in 
attendance. 
 
11-8 Governor Dayton and the state senate are at a standstill trying to figure out what to do 
regarding the vetoed budget for the Senate. Today Senate Majority Leader Paul Gazelka 
announced a suspension of operations and furlough for all employees in the senate effective in 
January. 
 
11-16 As sexual misconduct continues to make national headlines, another major name is now 
among the accused. That person is U.S. Senator Al Franken -- who according to his accuser -- 
groped and forcibly kissed her more than a decade ago. 
 
11-16 The Minnesota Supreme Court rules in favor of Gov. Mark Dayton after a nearly six 
month legal battle between him and Republicans.  The court ruled that Dayton was within his 
constitutional right to veto the Legislature's funding.  They also believe the Legislature has 
enough money to operate until reconvening in February. 
 
11-21 Two Minnesota state lawmakers are leaving their elected positions following accusations 
of sexual assault. 
 
11-22 New allegations tonight about the conduct of DFL U.S. Senator Al Franken.  Two more 
women are accusing the lawmaker from Minnesota of touching their buttocks during events for 
his first campaign for Senate. 
 
11-22 A Minnesota state senator is disputing claims of sexual harassment accusations. 
Minnesota State Senator Dan Schoen said yesterday, he would resign over allegations of sexual 
misconduct.  We have new details about the resignation and word from Gov. Dayton and 
Schoen's attorney. 
 

 12-4 Talking about your taxes for next year… the Rochester City Council meets tonight to 
discuss the 2018 budget.  And residents sounded off on property taxes. 
 
12-5 The State of Minnesota is facing nearly a 200-million dollar deficit--that is according to 
projections from the State Capitol.  Reports show the shortage is based on a reduced U.S. 
economic growth forecast and impact of bills passed in 2017. 
 
12-7 The state of Minnesota will soon have an open Senate seat and speculation is beginning 
to mount about who Governor Mark Dayton will send to Washington.  This all comes after today's 
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announcement from U.S. Senator Al Franken. The DFLer announced his resignation on the 
Senate floor today after multiple women made accusations against him of sexual misconduct. 
 
12-8 The ball is now in Governor Mark Dayton's hands with yesterday's announcement that 
Senator Al Franken is resigning.  But if the governor has any specific ideas about who he'll pick to 
fill the seat, he's not tipping his hand. 
 
12-13 People across Minnesota are reportedly having issues with the licenses and registration 
system known as MNLARS since its rollout in July.  The state has had to shut down the system 
multiple times, and for some it means a simple errand is becoming a major headache. 
 
12-15  They're about to be spending a lot more time together.  Today, future Lieutenant 
Governor Michelle Fischbach met with Governor Mark Dayton at the governor's residence.  
 
12-21 A day after Senator Al Franken announced his resignation date, there's a legal opinion in 
Minnesota over what comes next at the state level.  The Minnesota attorney general's office says 
state Senate President Michelle Fischbach cannot legally keep her Senate seat when she 
becomes lieutenant governor.  She'll be assuming that position when the current Lieutenant 
Governor Tina Smith is sworn in to fill Franken's seat. 
 
12-26 Top lawmakers from Minnesota and Iowa are looking for answers on FDA policies for 
personal importation of prescription drugs from Canada.  
 
12-28 New year...new tax plan.  In just a few days, the GOP tax-code overhaul will go into 
effect, leading many people rushing to make last minute payments--hoping to save money.  
NewsCenter's Linda Ha joins us live with the story. 
 
12-28 People are also rushing to make some last minute charitable donations -- before the new 
tax code kicks in.  The Rochester Area Foundation says it's seeing a lot of people donating to 
charities to meet the standard deduction before year's end.  They're also seeing more nonprofits 
worried about receiving donations after the New Year.  That's because the new tax law doubles 
the standard deductions for singles and married couples, which means it may be harder to get 
write-offs for donations. 
 
12-29  A Plainview woman says she's left with no option but to reduce the amount of time she 
works.  Julie Walsh is an optometrist in Plainview.  She says she and her husband are forced to 
work less hours, after discovering that if they make so much as a penny more than $64,900... 
they will not receive assistance with their healthcare premiums.  But if they make $64,900 or less, 
they get a $21-thousand subsidy. 
 
12-30 Freeborn County Sheriff Kurt Freitag will run for a second term in 2018.  
 
12-30 The new year means new laws going into effect in Minnesota.  Here are some of the new 
ones you can expect on Monday.  First, you can buy a special license plate honoring fallen police 
officers. 
 
 
  

 

3. Health Care Developments 
 

10-2 Minnesotans who buy health coverage on their own could see slight rate increases and 
some could see dropping prices next year.  
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10-3 The future of healthcare in Albert Lea is in flux--- after Mayo Clinic Health System in 
Albert Lea began the transition of ICU services to Austin Sunday.  Now the city is looking to 
different options.  
 
10-17 Yesterday Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton signed a waiver for "reinsurance." 
Today.. a deal in congress to keep Minnesota-Care... a program that benefits nearly 100-
thousand low-income residents.  Senator Amy Klobuchar says a bipartisan healthcare agreement 
in the senate cleared the way for the state to keep funding for both programs. 

 Yesterday's waiver would have cut 369 million-dollars from Minnesota-Care. 
 
10-23 The next step for Albert Lea and the consolidation of Mayo Clinic Health System there 
comes Wednesday when city leaders meet with Mayo officials.  In the mean time.. the city is 
having an analysis firm  determine whether having a separate hospital for the city is viable.  How 
they move forward is largely dependent on what the report will ultimately find out. 
 
10-30 The state's nearly 200 roundabouts are reducing serious injuries and saving lives.  A new 
study released by the state department of transportation says there has been an 86-percent 
reduction in the fatal crash rate at intersections where roundabouts have been installed. And an 
83-percent reduction in the serious injury crash rate. 
 
11-1 November is here, which means it's once again time for open enrollment.  Those who rely 
on MNsure are optimistic about 2018 rates--after measures were taken to lower high 2017 
premiums.  
 
11-14 She recently spoke her first words.  And now is mastering sign language. A 2-year-old 
Wanamingo girl born with several defects -- continues to defy the odds.  Mackenzie Brainard was 
born without outer ears or ear canals... had an unhealthy heart... and had to use a feeding tube.  
Since then -- she has made incredible progress. 
 
11-29 A shortage of medical marijuana is causing supply problems for one of two Minnesota 
manufacturers, and some patients are having to go without their medications. 
 
12-5 A full-service acute care hospital in Albert Lea--it's an idea residents have been throwing 
around since Mayo Clinic Health System began planning to move some services out of that 
community, to Austin.  Tonight, they're looking to learn just how real this idea could be.  
NewsCenter’s Francisco Almenara-Dumur was at a forum tonight where they got some answers. 
 
12-10 Three families brought together by one young man's decision to be an organ donor -- are 
now paying it forward. When Tommy Frankel passed away late last year, Steven Shank of 
Rochester received his lungs and Steven Wiese from Byron received his heart. Since then, their 
families have all met.  Sunday evening the three families along with B'Nai Israel Synagogue 
organized a dinner for those staying at the Gift of Life Transplant house. Tommy's mother, 
Amalie, and his sister, Lizzie, joined both Stevens -- who they affectionately call Lung Steven and 
Heart Steven -- to talk about what organ donation means to them.  
 
12-11 Olmsted Medical Center's Donate Life Team received a major honor this afternoon -- 
thanks to its life-saving work. The group was among a select group nationwide to receive the first 
ever platinum hospital award for its work in promoting enrollment in state organ donor registries. 
 
12-15 A big change at Mayo Clinic-Saint Marys hospital, aiming to help patients heal.  
With a goal of optimizing patient care, Mayo Clinic is unveiling a new kitchen that maximizes 
efficiency of getting food to patients. 
  



Issues and Programs Report 

Fourth Quarter 2017 

 

KTTC/KTTC-DT 

 Television 

Rochester, Minnesota 8 

12-29 It's the time of year, when coughing, sneezing and body aches --- symptoms of "the flu" -- 
are more common.  According to the Minnesota Department of Health, influenza in the state is 
now widespread. 
 

 

4.  Education 
 
10-1 Hayfield Community School’s principal woke up on the school's roof this morning. 
The reason? To fulfill a promise made to the students as a reward for helping Hurricane Harvey 
victims.  NewsCenter’s Niala Charles has more.  
 
10-1 Century High School is celebrating its 20th anniversary in grand fashion today. The 
celebration came during the Panther's homecoming week and included plenty of music, singing 
and dancing.  The pep rally also featured the naming of the school’s homecoming king and 
queen.  Students say the anniversary is an amazing feat -- but what makes the school special are 
the people that provide for the school.   
 
10-25 Life is better when we treat each other with kindness---especially in schools. 
Today is Unity Day. a time when schools across the country promote respect and tolerance.  
Students at Friedell Middle School in Rochester stood up against bullying through their annual 
Unity Walk.  Seventh graders gathered outside holding positive and anti-bullying signs to share 
their message with everyone who passed. 
 
11-2 Tonight Rochester Public Schools had its "Kickoff to Kindergarten" open house at Mayo 
High School for parents of kids attending elementary school within the next year. 
 
11-8 The Winona Area Public Schools district has had financial struggles for some time now. 
School officials hoped that the referendum yesterday would help solve their problems.  But voters 
responded with a no--- and NewsCenter’s Francisco Almenara-Dumur reports what's next. 
 
11-9 1-point-6 million YouTube views and counting.  Hayfield High School grad Kurt Orning 
wrote the patriotic anthem, "My Name is America." And today, Hayfield Elementary students 
perform the song live.  It's their way of honoring those who served -- ahead of Veterans Day. 
 
11-13 When a million-dollar operating levy didn't pass in the Triton Public Schools last week... 
 a 6-year-old girl took matters into her own hands. Rory, a first grader at Triton 
Elementary, says she had to help because she likes her school and teachers.  When she heard 
that last week's operating levy didn't pass -- she asked her mom if she could give her year's worth 
of savings to her school. 
 
11-14 The 2018-19 school year seems far off, but Rochester district leaders are already 
planning to offer new courses.  Rochester Public Schools is introducing new high school courses 
that double as college credit and for computer lovers it's a big win. 
 
11-16 There's concern in Stewartville tonight over a new school district policy.  Under the 
unpaid meal charge policy, if an account balance for a student is negative--cafeteria staff give 
children an alternative meal. But the *execution of this policy is what's worrying some parents. Jill 
Haggerty's children saw it enforced in their school lunch room--- and it made them urge her to 
never let their account become negative. 
 
11-20 A 'Daughters of the American Revolution' member and her dog are receiving recognition-
- after years of helping kids across the state with their reading skills. 
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11-21 The outrage over the Stewartville School District's lunch policy made it to the Minnesota 
State Capitol today.  Advocacy groups held a morning news conference in St. Paul. to discuss the 
practice of "lunch shaming" and potential legislative solutions to end the practice.  This comes 
after KTTC reported parent accusations against the Stewartville School District's policies for 
students with a negative lunch balance.  
 
11-27 A school lunch policy-- drawing criticism across the state-- is up for discussion tonight.  
The Stewartville Public Schools board looked at some revisions-- not long after KTTC reported on 
the policy that gave students with negative lunch balances alternative meals. The changes 
unanimously passed. 
 
11-28 The two-year registered nursing program at Minnesota State College Southeast is 
ending.  The announcement today says students currently in the program will be able to complete 
their degrees, but the school will not be admitting any new students. 
 
12-10 What if you could learn science by using Legos?  Some students did just that today at the 
8th annual Lego League Tournament in Rochester. The two-day competition of 4th through 8th 
graders are competing to advance to the next round of competition in January.  60 teams showed 
off their skills while running their robots through three performance rounds... being judged on 
project research, core values, and engineering. 
 
12-12 Rochester police say a 17-year-old student assaults a school liaison officer at Phoenix 
Academy in Rochester.  Police say the student's probation violation led to the physical assault of 
the officer trying to apprehend him.  
 
12-12 The Greater Rochester Rotary is giving gifts to students this holiday season-- and 
supporting the future of the community's workforce, at the same time. The Rotary is presenting 
16-hundred new Scholastic dictionaries to third grade students in Rochester. 

  
12-13 An Adams man arrested Monday after two school districts went into a "soft lockdown"... 
now faces two felonies for making terroristic threats. 
 
12-18 Teachers march out of a Byron school board meeting this evening, frustrated over a 
proposal to freeze their salaries.  
 
12-20 A man who helped students in Rochester find success for more than two decades 
announces his retirement.  The founder and administrator of Rochester's Rosa Parks Charter 
High School, Jay Martini, is retiring at the end of this year.  
 
12-22 Some help has arrived at Stewartville schools.  Money that help with the school's 
negative lunch balances.  We shared with you last month the story of how negative lunch 
accounts resulted in the school reportedly throwing away meals and replacing them with an 
alternative meal.  We also told you about Chris Schultz, who almost immediately got working on a 
fundraising page to pay for those lunches.  He also planned an auction last week to raise more 
money.  Today, Schultz delivered the money to the school district - it was about 600 dollars in 
cash, checks, and coupons.  He will later deliver a 450 dollar check from the fundraiser website. 
 

5.  Crime Prevention & Domestic Violence 
 
10-2 Two men say they are never coming back to America after an alleged robbery in 
Rochester.  Police say Friday night, a 16 year-old boy and 22 year-old man visiting from the 
United Arab Emirates called a number for prostitution services.  They say after two women 
arrived--at the 2nd street inn and suites.. a man with a handgun then came into the room.  The 
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man left after taking 2-hundred eighty-seven dollars in cash---and pistol whipping one of the 
victims. 
 
10-4 The Rochester man accused of assaulting a pregnant woman appears in court for the 
first time today since being charged with manslaughter. 
 
10-5 Investigators say they found a dozen guns with bump stocks in Stephen Paddock's hotel 
room.  Now, some lawmakers are looking to ban them.  So just what exactly is a bump stock?  
It's a device that replaces  the regular stock on a semi-automatic rifle -- to allow the shooter to fire 
faster.  Kelly Withem with Black Diamond Armory in Stewartville -- explains how a bump stock 
works. 
 
10-10 A Rochester man is being accused of stalking... using interstate communications. 
Eric Bolduan stood before Magistrate Judge Hildy Bowbeer in St. Paul this afternoon--and was 
ordered to be transported by U.S. Marshals to Denver, Colorado. 
 
10-10 A woman working as a masseuse in Rochester is now facing charges--- after an 
undercover officer reports she tried to touch him sexually. 
 
10-22 University of Minnesota students have created a task force to develop new strategies to 
combat sexual assault on campus. 
 
10-25 A suspect remains on the loose tonight following a search that began this morning.  Law 
enforcement is looking for a man wanted in several counties.  The Fillmore County Sheriff's 
Office, along with several other agencies, carried out a search warrant at a house in rural spring 
valley just before eleven o'clock this morning looking for 34-year-old Steven Holm.  He's wanted 
on eight warrants.. five of which are felonies. 
 
10-26 The suspect  at the center of a manhunt in Fillmore County--- is behind bars tonight.  
Caught and arrested-- while reading a KTTC online news story about himself.  
 
10-31 The Olmsted County Sheriff's Office is searching for a man wanted for multiple sexual 
assault charges-- involving a child.  The investigation began October 13th, when deputies 
responded to a disorderly conduct complaint at a home in Stewartville. 
 
11-7 It was inside this home on the 300 block of 27th Street Southwest where Mason City 
officers found the 2 bodies this morning.  And this afternoon -- police tell us a man considered a 
material witness -- was taken into custody. 
 
11-14 A tip from the local FBI office-- and Snapchat--leads Olmsted County deputies to 
question a middle schooler.  According to the Sheriff's Office, they discovered a photo of a girl 
holding a handgun--- with the caption "Don't Come to School Tomorrow."  The snap chat account 
was linked to a girl who lives in Marion Township and attends Willow Creek Middle School.  
 Deputies met the girl at the school before classes began yesterday and determined there 
was no threat to the school or public, and that the gun in question was actually a toy. 
 
11-22 A Rochester man bites on a fake prostitution ad online, only to find it a police set-up. 
 
12-1 A Rochester police officer will lose his job---after reports of using excessive force. 
Members of the Rochester Police Department and the Police Civil Service Commission met this 
morning to discuss his firing. 
 
12-1 An uptick in burglaries at construction sites has Rochester Police warning developers.  
The latest incident this week involved the theft of hundreds of dollars of copper piping.  
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12-18 The Rochester City Council will host a public hearing next month about what's next for 
Harmony Asian Massage.  The council is considering the 2018 massage therapy license there 
after the arrest of an employee in October for reportedly touching an undercover officer 
inappropriately.  Rochester police are recommending a denial of the license. 
 
12-22 A bipartisan bill introduced in Congress could change the way law enforcement interacts 
with sexual assault victims.  Sen. Amy Klobuchar, a DFL-er, and Rep. Tom Emmer, a 
Republican, introduced the bill yesterday.  The bill goes by the "Abby Honold Act," named after its 
inspiration, who we spoke with today.  Abby was raped three years ago when she was a student 
at the University of Minnesota. 
 
12-28 The list of celebrities accused of sexual misconduct now includes a Minnesota Twins 
baseball player. In a social media post..  "Twins Daily" photographer Betsy Bissen says third 
basemen Miguel Sano tried to pull her into a back door after an autograph signing session in 
2015. 

  
12-29 The Fillmore County Sheriff has released the name of the jail inmate who died while in 
custody.  22-year-old Thomas Henry of Harmony died Wednesday night. 

 Authorities haven't told us the cause or manner of his death. 
  
 

6. Elderly/Handicapped/Minority Groups/Racism 
 

10-2 Tonight -- debris litters the roads.  And still no power for most people in Puerto Rico.  
Seeing the devastation in the wake of Hurricane Maria -- a Rochester barber decides to help.  
NewsCenter’s Chris Yu explains. 
 
10-22 Immigration policy changes are prompting some Minnesota lawyers to pursue 
immigration cases for free. 
 
10-22 The Minnesota Department of Human Services is recognizing seven residents with 
Outstanding Refugee Awards.  One of them is Fatima Said of Winona.  The awards celebrate the 
courage, resilience, and entrepreneurship of refugees and their children. 
 
10-31 A pumpkin contest...a parade… and of course trick-or-treating.  Dozens of children 
celebrated Halloween at "The Homestead" senior living community in Rochester. Residents and 
staff lined the hallways this evening to give out candy -- to their kids, grandkids and their friends. 
 
11-1 November is National Hospice and Palliative Care month.  And those who work in 
hospice say too many people are not discussing important end-of-life issues like... who do you 
want to make medical decision on your behalf if you're unable, how do you want to be cared...and 
no matter your financial situation-- are your legal affairs in order. 
 
11-6 An 84-year-old man is recovering tonight... after he went hunting Saturday afternoon and 
didn't return home. Rochester police found him-----using a drone camera with infrared technology.   
 
11-9 An Austin family finally gets to see their loved one again tonight-- after he went missing 
Monday morning.  Authorities have found Dennis Hanson alive. After it looked like authorities 
would need to go back to square one in their search efforts, police say 72-year-old Dennis 
Hanson was found at his residence just before 5 this afternoon.   He was brought here to mayo 
clinic health systems in Austin to make sure he's alright.  
 
11-21 Festival of Trees is about more than just admiring the amazing displays. 
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It's about raising money for Hiawatha Homes, and benefiting residents like Dave Cork -- who's 
battling M-S... but still living his life to the fullest. 
 
11-21 One Rochester group, Caring Acts of Kindness Everywhere or “CAKE”, is packing 
thanksgiving care packages for needy families in town. 
 
12-2 Following several months of construction... Mohamed and Hani Abdi were given the keys 
to their new house.  Through Habitat for Humanity the couple was finally able to get into a home 
big enough for their family of eight.  At today's dedication ceremony, everyone who helped build 
the home watched the family receive the keys.  Mohamed was forced to flee his home during the 
Somalian civil war after the militia burned his home to the ground.  While some finishing touches 
still need to be completed, it's still nothing but pure joy for the new homeowners. 
 
12-4 A new event in Rochester celebrates all kinds of abilities in our community.  The 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities is a United Nations holiday.  Today, the Mayo Clinic 
Office of Diversity and Inclusion organized a local celebration at the Rochester Civic Theatre. Part 
of the event included a "human library" - where people could sit down with someone with a 
disability or another unique characteristic to ask questions and learn more. 
 
12-6 An Owatonna family is devastated, after immigration custom officials plan to deport the 
husband and father of four to Somalia.   
 
12-7 A pretty sweet Christmas surprise today... from Mayo Hospice volunteers. They worked 
hard this morning to bake hundreds of cookies for hospice patients in several counties.  The 
group made many different kinds of cookies using nine recipes.   
 
12-11 As it gets colder outside, most of us will go indoors and turn up the heat to keep warm.  
But not everyone has that luxury. Rochester's homeless population needs a place to stay during 
those cold nights.  That's why the Salvation Army is preparing its warming shelter. 
 
12-12 the state cites A Rochester care facility that provides services for people with disabilities--
--for neglect of a vulnerable adult. The Department of Human Services says the person's gums 
grew over removable dentures over a three-year period while that person lived at REM River 
Bluffs.  A report shows those dentures had to be forcibly removed by a dentist in October. 
 
12-13 A surprise today for 13 selfless people in our community.  The Mayor's Medal of Honor 
ceremony honored 13 people, each of them recognized in a certain category for their service.  
Rochester Mayor Ardell Brede gave them their medals.  You may recognize one recipient from a 
story we did a week ago.  Kathy Dale was the person who organized efforts to bake 260 dozen 
Christmas cookies for hospice patients.  She received the Mayor's Award for Services to the 
Elderly.   
 
12-14 Families play with dreidels and indulge in potato pancakes in downtown Rochester 
tonight. Chabad Lubavich of Rochester, a Jewish educational organization, hosted the third 
annual Hanukkah Extravaganza at Peace Plaza.  Attendees watched the lighting of the menorah, 
did arts and crafts, and learned more about the Hanukkah traditions.  
 
12-21 We're learning more about alleged harsh conditions---aboard a deportation flight gone 
wrong.  A former community police officer from Owatonna, Mohammed Abdi, was on that flight.  
We've been following is story since his family reached out for help on social media earlier this 
month.   They're concerned he'll be killed once he arrives in Somalia because he's 
Christian.  Abdi remains held with 91 other Somalis at a detention center near Miami.  A class-
action suit filed on their behalf claims the detainees remained shackled on an airplane for nearly 
two days.  The suit also says U.S. immigration agents "kicked, struck or dragged detainees.  The 
plane turned around after landing in Senegal due to an issue with crew rest. 
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12-30 Members of the Saint George Ethiopian Orthodox Church celebrated Gena, which is 
Christmas in Ethiopia.  Gena is celebrated January 7th, since some Orthodox Christians follow 
the Julian calendar.  A children's choir performed today in their traditional wear while singing and 
dancing.  They also had storytelling and ornament craft making. 

 

7.  Environment 

 
10-2 State officials say the Minnesota River is "unhealthy." The Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency says it surveyed all 338 miles of the Minnesota River, starting in Big Stone Lake and 
ending where the Minnesota and the Mississippi rivers meet in St. Paul. 
High sediment and phosphorus levels impact habitats for river life, create algae blooms, and 
inhibit recreation.  Elevated nitrate levels pose a threat to drinking water and can be toxic for fish.  
Over the last 16 years, wastewater treatment facilities along the river have reduced their 
phosphorus discharge by 65%. 
 
10-16 It has been so rainy and wet lately... the fields have been muddy and it has made for a 
slow harvest for many farmers. It was dry enough to get into the corn fields this afternoon near 
Oronoco.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture says the harvest has just begun for corn across 
Minnesota... with seven percent picked so far.  That's two weeks behind last year's pace... and 
more than three weeks behind average. 
 
10-24 It has been a long time coming-- but Silver Lake is due to be dredged once again.  
 NewsCenter’s Francisco Almenara-Dumur was at a public works informational meeting 
tonight--- and has more on how this affects you. 
 
10-25 After speaking to Lincoln K through 8 students earlier today about his adventures around 
the polars...Will Steger continued his day by speaking at the RCTC Life's 25th anniversary 
banquet this evening.  Steger spoke to the group about his life experiences...how he got started 
and all of the adventures he got to be a part of during his career.  He also touched on his work as 
an eyewitness to global warming...and the problems caused by the footprints left behind by 
others. 
 
11-6 University of Minnesota scientists are looking into whether the Koi herpes virus can help 
control the carp population.  Researchers discovered the virus in a small cluster of Minnesota 
lakes south of Mankato this summer... and next spring they plan to study whether the virus could 
be used to intentionally control carp across the rest of the state. 
 
11-13 Area farmers are making a mad dash to finish harvesting their crops while the weather is 
still behaving.  Thanks to a wet season, they are behind schedule and trying to make up for lost 
time. 
 
11-28 The City of Rochester is continuing its fight against the emerald ash borer. 
Starting next week, city workers will get to work-- inspecting ash trees on both public and private 
property. 
 
12-10 Minnesota scientists say medications are making their way through the state's 
wastewater systems and accumulating in lake bottoms. 
 
12-11 Six caution signs were placed along the Cedar River in Austin in response to oil found in 
the river back in July of this year by a volunteer group removing litter from the area.  The signs 
were not placed until just recently by the Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation... and we 
didn't receive an explanation about why it took so long.  The caution signs warn everyone to 
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avoid contact with sediments and water in the area... due to residuals from the former Austin Gas 
Manufacturing Company that converted coal into lighting and heating gas from 1905-1935. 
 
12-18 Water quality... air quality... and possible sinkholes.  These are just three reasons why 
some Goodhue County residents are against a hog farm.  The farm hasn't even been built yet but 
the debate went all the way to the Minnesota Court of Appeals. 
 
12-22  After years of planning... the dredging of Fountain Lake in Albert Lea now has the green 
light. Sediment has been building up for years in the popular lake, and for months the staff of the 
Shell Rock River Watershed District has been negotiating with the Minnesota DNR for a permit to 
clean out the lake bottom.  The two sides have agreed on a plan on the slope... and the future 
depth of the lake... and the watershed district board approved it unanimously. 
 
12-26 Subzero temps have taken over Minnesota.  When temperatures and wind chills sink this 
low, your risk of getting frostbite-- increases.  We found some people out having fun at Judd Park 
today, despite the frostbite risk.  Red skin, numbness, hard or waxy skin----are just some 
symptoms that may mean trouble is on the way.  
 
12-26 A major power provider in the region is asking people to conserve energy tonight.  
MiEnergy Cooperative says it's issuing what it calls a "peak energy alert."  Basically, tonight's 
cold weather is putting a strain on the system.. so they're asking members to use as little energy 
as safely possible.  Due to the alert.. some electric water heaters and electric heat systems are 
shut down.. but will be restored beginning at nine o'clock tonight. 

 

8.  Youth 
 

10-10 With pink caps, and pink flowers... tonight -- a swim meet in Rochester is about more 
than just competition. It's Breast Cancer Awareness month.  So during their meet at John 
Marshall High School tonight -- members of the "Century High School Girls Swim and Dive Team" 
wore pink caps to show their support.  They also handed out pink flowers to loved ones on the 
bleachers... and announced they'll be making a donation to "Join the Journey" -- a breast cancer 
support group. 
 
10-25 After school programs are quickly becoming an increased need for families where both 
parents work or have a language barrier.  Serving these families has become the mission for 
Lights on After School. 
 
11-6 Finding child care is a major challenge for many rural communities in Minnesota, and 
tonight people in Austin worked to tackle the issue. 
 
11-14 A group of Rochester high school students led an effort earlier this year to make the city's 
charter gender neutral.  Now, they want to make sure it stays that way forever. 
 
11-22 Thanksgiving without the turkey is almost unheard of.. and for the small town of 
Lanesboro.. the same goes for not having a turkey bowl.  The Lanesboro High School seniors put 
on tonight's good ol' fashioned turkey bowl. With lanes set up on the road, bowlers were able to 
roll or throw their flightless bird through the night air in an attempt to knock down some pins. 
 
11-29 The people of Puerto Rico are still struggling  to pick up the pieces after September’s 
devastating hurricane. Now, the Wabasha community is gathering supplies, food, and toys to help 
this holiday season.  Students at St. Felix Catholic School filled shoe boxes with all sorts of 
supplies-- including toys, art supplies, food, and clothes.  

 One of the students at the school has family in Puerto Rico, who could use the support. 
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12-2  Gift-giving is a big part of the holiday season, but not all families can afford toys for their 
kids.  That's where Christmas Anonymous and the KTTC Toy Drive come in.  NewsCenter’s 
Francisco Almenara-Dumur explains what drives people to come out and help. 
 
12-8 Students at Washington Elementary spent their lunch break taping their principal to a 
wall!  No one got in trouble, though!  It's all for a good cause.  Students from two classrooms led 
efforts to collect items for the women's shelter this holiday season.  Since they surpassed their 
goal, they got to have a little fun-- at principal Chad Schroeder's expense.  NewsCenter’s Ala 
Errebhi has more.  
 
12-18 Some of our youngest community members are doing their part to help students---facing 
negative balances for school lunches. Tonight the Byron Cub Scout Pack 42 hosted its annual 
cake auction to benefit different causes and this year all proceeds go to benefit Byron primary 
and intermediary schools. 
 
12-20 New numbers from the state show drug abuse by parents as the number one reason for 
children being sent to foster care. 
 
12-25 What started as a middle school project grew into a yearly fundraiser for a good cause.  
 For five years, twin sisters Amber and Amanda Torvund have been holding a bake sale 
to raise money for the Rochester Women's Shelter. Now seniors in high school... soon to 
graduate.... the twins won't be able to continue the bake sale...  but as NewsCenter's Ala 
Errebhi explains... someone else might. 
 
12-27 Local kids are bundling up over their holiday break.  some kids are finding a way to be 
active---without having to brave the cold. Roca Climbing and Fitness in Rochester is hosting a 3 
day Winter camp for kids ages 7 to 14.  The kids started learning the ropes around 9 o'clock this 
morning. 
 
12-29 While the negative temperatures have kept many indoors, a Winona winter day camp is 
teaching kids how to endure the elements while also having fun.  "Seekers Wild" day camp takes 
kids to the middle of the woods... teaching them how to make a fire, fish, cook, and set traps for 
food.  Once they learn the basics, campers can enjoy activities like sledding, archery, and snow 
fort building. 
 

 

9.  Substance Abuse 
 

10-2 An after-party in Southwest Rochester takes a dangerous turn when several people 
suffer overdoses.  Police believe it was caused by cocaine laced with opioids. 
 
10-12 Authorities say a meth dealer is behind bars, taking one source of the deadly drug off the 
streets of Byron. 
 
10-19 A Minnesota man found with nearly a pound of methamphetamine in Iowa is going to 
federal prison. 
 
10-19 Albert Lea High School's *new head wrestling coach is now out of the job after he was 
arrested for public intoxication. 
 
11-15 A panel of Rochester officials, health care professionals, and first responders hosted a 
panel today at the University of Minnesota Rochester --  all about the opioid crisis.  In 2016 there 
were more than 630 deaths in the state of Minnesota from drug overdoses... 60 percent of those 
deaths were due to opioids. 
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11-22 Two local families all too familiar with D-W-I related heartache are working with law 
enforcement to make sure others don't feel that loss. 
 
12-1 Police arrest three people on drug charges while serving a warrant in southeast 
Rochester.  Officers found at least 30 grams of methamphetamine.  The Southeast Minnesota 
Violent Crimes Task Force carried out a warrant at 112 8th Ave SE yesterday morning. 
 
12-8 A man is facing multiple felonies after a narcotics search warrant.  Rochester police say 
they found 30-year-old Mark Harman with a small amount of methamphetamine and drug 
paraphernalia. 
 
12-21 A major drug bust in northwest Rochester lands three people in jail after police say they 
found several kinds of drugs, cash, and a shotgun.  It happened yesterday morning---in a 
residential part of 13th Avenue Northwest.  Police recovered powdered cocaine, marijuana, 
Xanax pills and other drugs.  They also found 12-thousand in cash and a shotgun. 

 

 

LOCALLY/QMI PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV is very community-oriented and interested in community problems and 

issues. It devotes a considerable amount of its news time to the coverage of significant 

problems, needs and issues facing the community. KTTC has broadcast the following 

programming in response to the issues and programs during this quarter. 

 

 

• KTTC NewsCenter “Around Town” 

 Saturday 7:26am, 7:56am, 8:26am, 8:56am 

 Sunday 7:26am 

 “Around Town” is a 1:56 minute segment that has interviews with individuals in 

the community. These interviews provide information and discussion of events in the 

area, usually by non-profit organizations. 

 

2017 Around Town 4th Quarter Schedule 
 
October 7 – Red Wing Fall Arts; Med City Crab Crack, Rochester 
October 14 – Mini Spirits; Seasons Hospice Gala 
October 21 – Monster Bash, Fillmore Central Public Schools Band 

Program Benefit, Harmony; Feast! Local Foods event 
October 28 – RCTC Theater; SE Minnesota  a Capella Festival  
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November 4 – The Little Mermaid, Kasson-Mantorville Public Schools; 
St. Croix Hospice special program 

November 11 – Christmas Inn Tour, Lanesboro; Rochester Dance 
 Company’s production of “The Nutcracker” 

November 18 – Festival of Trees for Hiawatha Homes Foundation;  
 Lions Christmas Tree Sale 
November 25 – KTTC Drive-by Toy Drive for Christmas Anonymous; 
 Stewartville Community Theatre 
 
December 2 – Christmas in the City, West Concord; Rochester Male 

Chorus Christmas Concert  
December 9 – Zoo Dazzle at Oxbow Park-Zollman Zoo; Bella Voce 

Concert, Rochester 
December 16 – Holiday Wrap for Habitat for Humanity; Rochester Public 
 Library’s Wit, Wine & Wisdom 
December 23 – Kiwanis Hockey Tournament, Rochester 
December 30 – Children’s Museum of Rochester’s “Noon Year’s Eve” 
 

 
 

 

KTTC NewsCenter 

NewsCenter Today  Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 

NewsCenter at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Five  Sunday   5:00-5:30pm 

NewsCenter at Six  Monday-Saturday 6:00-6:30pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Sunday-Friday 10:00-10:35pm 

NewsCenter at Ten  Saturday  10:00-10:30pm 

 

 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMMING 

KTTC-TV has broadcast the following syndicated programming material in response to 

the problems and needs of our viewing area- 

 

• Ag Day Monday-Friday 4:00-4:30am 

 

 Daily syndicated program of agriculturally related topics. 
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NETWORK (NBC) PROGRAMMING 

KTTC has broadcast the following network programming which addresses many of the 

problems and needs of our viewing area. 

 

• Early Today Monday – Friday 4:30-5:00am 

•                               Sunday 3:00a-4:00a 

      As the first broadcast of the day on the NBC Network, “Early Today” provides a           

comprehensive look at the news that occurred overnight as well as previewing the 

day’s upcoming events 

 

• Today Show   Monday – Friday  7:00-11:00am 

     Saturday   7:00-9:00am 

     Sunday     7:00-8:00am 

A news program that provides the latest in international and domestic news, 

weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, 

business, media, entertainment and sports. 

 

• Meet The Press Sunday 8:00-9:00am 

 

NBC moderator interviews top newsmakers from the week 

 

• NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday  5:30-6:00pm 

 

Provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 

international events. 

 

• Dateline  Various dates/times 

 

Prime-time news magazine program that comprises segments on a wide range of 

topics, including investigative reports, human-interest stories and newsmaker 

profiles. 
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SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 

KTTC demonstrates a strong commitment to our community by broadcasting public 

service announcements (PSA’s) for many area non-profit organizations. The PSA’s 

are listed below which aired during the quarter. Specific dates/times are not given 

here, but are available on request. 

 

The following PSA’s ran during the 4th quarter of 2017 

 

Fourth Quarter 2017 – KTTC Television 

Advertiser      Title       

Blessings in a Backpack    Blessings in a Backpack 

Brains Together for a Cure    Brains Together for a Cure 

Center City Housing    Empowerment Center/Gage East 

Christmas Anonymous    Toy Drive 2017 

City of Rochester/Roch. Fire Dept.   Clock Tower 

Closed Captioning Closed Captioning 

Coaches for a Cure Coaches for a Cure 

Drunk Driving Austin/Christopher  

Eagles Club Auditions/Telethon/Kickoff Dinner 

Elder Network Generic PSA 

Gamehaven Boy Scout Council Pumpkinfest 2017 

Got Your Six Support Veterans – Backs/Got Your Six 

Hiawatha Homes Foundation   Festival of Tress 

Hindu Samaj Temple Diwali 2017 

Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation Jon Bon Jovi South Foundation 

Kiwanis Club Kids Need/Last Straw/Picking/Hockey 

Festival 
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KTTC Community Calendar Community Calendar 

Laketrails Base Camp Lake of the Woods Teen Camp 

Lanesboro Art Center Fall Gala 2017 

Law Enforcement Memorial Foundation Back the Badge 

Lions District 5M1 SEMN Join 

MADD Austin & Marcus 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety Deejay 

Minnesota National Guard Benefits/Careers/STEM/Heart/Greater 

National Association of Broadcasters We are Broadcasters 2017 

Project Roadblock Roads/Doors 

PossAbilities of Southern Minnesota Club 

Rochester Arts Council The Fete 

Rochester Male Chorus Christmas Concert 

Rochester Public Library Generic  

Rochester Repertory Theatre Every Christmas Story/The Last Five 

Years 

Ronald McDonald House Capital Campaign 2017/Donate/Pop 

Tabs 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign 

Seasons Hospice LIVE & LOVE Affair Gala 2017 

Text to Speech Text to Speech 

United Way of Olmsted County   Bold Campaign 

Weather Academy     Seasons/Tour/Freezing Rain 

 


