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WCCU’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 2nd Quarter of 2017:

• AARP Foundation 
• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Get Schooled 
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Reducing Food Waste
• Susan G. Komen Organization 

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WCCU airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 2nd quarter of 2017 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

April 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that the Mayor of Danville asked all city departments to 
come up with ways to make cuts in their budget as part of balancing the budget for the 
city of Danville.  Now firefighters said they may have to come up with a way to save 
enough money to save the jobs of 16 firefighters.  The Danville Fire Department was 
told they had to cut $700,000 from their its budget—the equivalent to up to 16 
firefighters losing their jobs.  Assistant Chief Tom Pruitt won’t get into specifics on where 
the money is coming from but said laying off 16 firefighters would hurt the community.  
The mayor said he is open to suggestions that would save the firefighters jobs.  The 
mayor said the deficit came from a decrease in sales and income tax revenue.

April 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 30 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Ricardo Diaz, board member at the 
Champaign-Urbana Immigration Forum, said he’s received phone calls from several 
families who are devastated and scared after their loved one was taken away from their 
own home.  Four people in the Champaign-Urbana community were detained by the 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement on April 2nd.  Diaz said the immigration 
agency usually provides an alien number to each detainee so advocates can help 
families track them down.  There are multiple reasons a person may be detained—an 
expired visa, for example.  The American Civil Liberties Union shared tips to know your 
rights.

April 19, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 34 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Springfield city leaders are voicing their opposition to 
proposed budget cuts by President Trump.  Trump is proposing to cut “community 
development block grants”, which are federal funds that go to local governments.  In a 
unanimous vote, the council approved a resolution that will be sent to congressional 
representatives making their opposition known.  Springfield receives about one-million-



dollars a year through the grants.  The money goes towards helping low-income 
residents, disabled citizens, youth and homeless people in the city.

April 20, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that poets can now send in their entries for the 13th annual 
Illinois Emerging Writers completion.  The statewide competition is open to anyone over 
the age of 18.  The winner will get a cash prize of $500.  The deadline for entries is 
June 30th.

April 18, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Xtreme Armor, located on Marshall Avenue, caught 
fire.  Two bays of the truck and auto accessory business were damaged by fire and the 
other two and the office were damaged by smoke and water.  No one was injured in the 
incident.

May 3, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Danville city council approved stricter curfew laws.  The 
curfew runs from May 19th through September 4th.  Anyone under the age of 18 must be 
off the streets by 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 10 p.m. Friday and Saturday.  
Exceptions include children accompanied by a parent or legally employed teens going 
to and from work.

May 5, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 5 seconds

Akilah Davis reported that a local women’s group, the Women for Women 
Initiative, awarded a total of $40,000 to Compass for Kids, Girls on the Run and The 
Parent Place.  The Women for Women Initiative is part of the community foundation for 
the Land of Lincoln.  Each active member pledges to give $1,000 a year, which in turn is 
given back to the community.  The donations this year will cover summer camp for 20 
homeless elementary students in Springfield, buy updated manuals for Girls on the Run 
and expand the nurturing mother’s education and support group.

May 15, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.



Segment was 26 seconds
Adam Rife reported that the Macon County Sheriff’s office received a $357,000 

donation for new vehicles and equipment.  The donation came from the Howard Buffet 
Foundation.  Howard Buffet is the son of Billionaire Warren Buffet and is a Decatur 
resident and has served as an auxiliary deputy for the sheriff’s office since 2012.

May 16, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that during the summer months, students can still enjoy 
free nutritious meals.  Starting June 5th, Urbana District 116 will offer free breakfast and 
lunch Monday through Thursday at four different schools.  The free breakfast and lunch 
is offered to all children 18 and under.  Six schools in Champaign Unit 4 will also be 
offering this program.  The summer meals will run through July.  

May 17, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Ameren unveiled its newest clean energy 
infrastructure—Microgrid.  Champaign is now one of the only cities in North America to 
have this technology.  The center of the Microgrid collects energy from the sun and wind 
and that energy is then collected in a giant battery and passes it on to customers.  If 
there’s no sun or it rains, the Microgrid also uses natural gas. The five-million-dollar 
facility includes almost three acres of solar panels, a 160-foot wind turbine and two 
natural gas generators. 

May 24, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 53 seconds

Adam Rife reported that local firefighters can now add birthing aid to their 
expanding list of skills.  Nurses from HSHS St. John’s Hospital visited the Springfield 
Fire Department where they taught firefighters how to deliver babies.  It started with a 
lecture, informing crews what to do to ensure a healthy baby.  Firefighters then received 
hands-on experience practicing giving newborns CPR.  They even used a mannequin to 
rehearse assistance in labor and delivery.  Bob Marfell, Division Chief of Training and 
Education for Springfield Fire Department, said “Pediatric care makes all of us very 
nervous.  We deal with adults fine but when you put them in little bodies the stress level 
goes up dramatically and we’re just trying to become more familiar and this is probably 
the most extreme.”

May 26, 2017



NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the Champaign County Humane Society had its 
annual garage sale at the County Market on Kirby Street.  Volunteers organized 
donations, and have everything from holiday decorations to cook books.  All proceeds 
benefit the Champaign County Humane Society. 

June 7, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the Champaign County nursing home will just be 
able to make payroll this week thanks to a payment of more than $120,000 from the 
state.  According to County Board Chair Pius Weibel, the nursing home only had about 
$111,000 in its account and the bi-weekly payroll runs about $220,000.  The nursing 
home is in the process of hiring a new management firm.  The contract with the current 
firm expires June 30th.  

June 16, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Robin Hood Foundation, a longtime running charity 
organization out of Danville, is facing legal issues with its name.  The foundation is 
known in Danville for taking donated household items and distributing them to low-
income families.  The founder of the organization, Greg Miller, received a letter from an 
attorney for Robin Hood Foundation in New York.  The New York foundation said they 
have exclusive rights over the name and demand Miller change the name.  Greg Miller, 
Executive Director of the Robin Hood Foundation, said “The message will always be the 
same but just getting the community to know who we are.  We don’t want to get lost in 
the shuffle but we need to make our move now while we’re still seasonal so it’ll be in 
everybody’s mindset that ‘hey, that used to be Robin Hood, let’s give to him.”  Miller is in 
search of an attorney in the area but said he’ll cooperate with a name change.  He 
asked the community to send him ideas for a new name.

June 19, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that a 15-year-old boy was killed by a train in Piatt 
County.  The teen was pronounced dead at the scene.  Illinois State Police are still 
investigating and the boy’s name has not yet been released.  

June 20, 2017
Good Day Illinois



7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 33 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that CrimeStoppers is offering the largest reward ever 
established by the organization.  A $40,000 reward is being offered for any tips leading 
to an arrest in the case of missing University of Illinois scholar Yingying Zhang.  This is 
in addition to the reward the FBI being offered by the FBI.  Zhang was last seen getting 
into a black Saturn Astra on June 9th.  While investigators are following up on their own 
leads, any information offered up by the public could be the clue that helps authorities 
find her.

June 23, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Em Nguyen reported a random act of kindness experienced by one Champaign 
man.  Nine-year-old Desean Hayes was riding his bike around his neighborhood when 
some older kids pushed him off, and stole his bike.  Desean’s Mom posted what 
happened to a local facebook page, to get word out.  Just hours later, both Desean and 
his mom were shocked when a stranger showed up with a brand new bike.  Desean 
said his gift shows him to be kind to others. 

June 24, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the City of Urbana will not move forward with the 
latest proposal to renovate the historic Landmark hotel.  Mayor Diane Marlin said 
developers from Crimson Rock Capital came up with a plan to renovate the hotel; 
however, they are asking for nine-and-a-half-million-dollars from the city to complete the 
project.  Marlin said that would be too much of a burden on tax payers.  The city is 
looking for a different buyer with a proposal to renovate the hotel without using city 
funds.

June 28, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that an Illinois State Trooper was air lifted to the 
hospital after a crash.  The crash involving an Illinois State Police squad car and a 
commercial vehicle happened near Farmer City.  According to preliminary reports, both 
vehicles were slowed or stopped in traffic approaching a construction zone.  

Crime and Court

April 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.



5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that a Danville woman was shot in the face in the 900 
block of Fowler Avenue.  The victim said she was shot at home and the person 
responsible fled.  She said that she tried to catch him.  Police are investigating this 
incident.  If anyone has information they should call the Vermilion County 
Crimestoppers.  

April 13, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that more than $62,000 worth of marijuana and 
marijuana plants were seized after a month-long investigation into an Urbana man.  
James Cecil was arrested and will be charged with unlawful use of a weapon and 
possession of cannabis with intent to manufacture and deliver.  Police found cannabis 
plants, grow lights, digital scales and more than 40 guns in the basement of his home.

April 20, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Michael Pruitt, Jr., from Hoopeston, was arrested 
on one count of aggravated criminal sexual abuse and one count predatory criminal 
sexual assault.  Police reported that Pruitt sexually assaulted a victim under the age of 
13.  Pruitt is registered as a sexual predator in Champaign County.  

April 21, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that a police investigation led to the discovery of a 
loaded A-K 47 rifle, marijuana and more than $1,000 in cash.  Christopher Baker was 
arrested on drug and weapon charges and charged with intent to deliver cannabis and 
possession of a weapon without a valid FOID card.

April 24, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that an Eastern Illinois student was shot and killed at a 
house party.  23-year-old Bryon Edingburg died on April 22nd.  Charleston police said 
they’re used to seeing things get rowdy after bars let out on Friday and Saturday nights, 
but not like this.  Friends of Edingburg said he was a hard-working economics and 
computer science double major who rarely went out.  



May 9, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Doug Quick reported that a 22-year-old male is being treated after getting shot in 
the back on May 8th.  The incident happened in the 900 block of Moore Street in 
Danville just after 8:30 p.m.  The victim has non-life threatening injuries.  There was 
also a 27-year-old male that was shot in the 500 block of Anderson Street.  Police said 
the shots came from a gray colored vehicle and the suspect is still at large.  If anyone 
has any information on either shooting, they are asked to call Danville Police at 217-
446-TIPS.

May 16, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Hoopeston police reported an 11-year old was 
released from the hospital following a hit and run.  Police were called to the intersection 
of West Lincoln and South Third Avenue after reports of a child being hit by a 
motorcycle while riding his bike.  Police are still looking for the driver of the motorcycle. 

May 19, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that former U.S. Representative Anthony Weiner cried in 
court, apologizing to the 15-year-old girl he exchanged sexually explicit texts with.  
Weiner pled guilty to a charge of transmitting sexual material to a minor.  He agreed to 
not appeal any sentence between 21 and 27 months in prison.  He will have to register 
as a sex offender.

May 20, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Nikki McGee reported that two 12-year-olds reported being chased and grabbed 
by a man who later got away in a white van.  Luckily the children’s parents were outside 
a few houses down and were able to give the police key details that helped them make 
an arrest.  Sahvana was riding her bike with her friend Seth when they were 
approached by a man.  Sahvana said when he tried to grab her, the two started yelling 
and ran for help.  Sahvana isn’t the only one who acted quickly.  Neighbors and friends 
were able to get part of the license plate and a physical description of the suspect.  
Police said that played a key role in making an arrest. 

May 23, 2017
Good Day Illinois



7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that 55-year-old Brian Ferguson was officially charges 
with home invasion and arson.  Ferguson set a Pana house on fire and threatened to 
cut the person inside.  Ferguson’s bond was set for $250,000.  If he is released on 
bond, he has been ordered not to contact the victim.

May 24, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that three Illini football players accused of robbing a 
student in a dorm room have been dismissed from the football team.  Darta Lee, Zarrian 
Holcombe and Howard Watkins all face charges of residential burglary and aggravated 
robbery and are all being held on $150,000 bond.

May 24, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the Champaign County Sheriff’s office said that the 
suspect in the alleged abduction case that was reported on May 20th was just trying to 
make his way home.  51-year-old Todd Milner was arrested on unrelated outstanding 
warrant and questioned about the attempted abduction.  The Sheriff’s office said they 
believe the kids were concerned about the van slowing down but did not know he was 
parking in front of his home. 

June 1, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 54 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Springfield police are still searching for the gunmen 
who killed a 28-year-old pregnant woman.  According to police, Sheena Malone was 
shot in the torso near 1st Street and Ash Street on May 30th.  She died about an hour 
later and her baby was delivered by emergency c-section.  Police are looking for a dark 
skinned man with a short haircut and the car is a purple or dark maroon four door 
sedan.  Police said the shooting is likely related to rival groups tied to other shootings in 
the area.  Springfield Police Officer Mike Badger said “We definitely believe this was a 
targeted shooting and this individual was not the target.  I think they hit the wrong 
person.  We believe it’s related to other shootings that have occurred in the area 
recently.”  Police said that there was likely a driver and passenger in the suspect’s 
vehicle, and the passenger likely pulled the trigger.  Anyone with information is asked to 
call the police or CrimeStoppers.

June 2, 2017
Good Day Illinois



7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 23 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Decatur police made an arrest in connection with the 
shooting on May 28th.  24-year-old Gavarius Carney was taken into custody.  The 37-
year-old victim was shot at multiple times and suffered non-life threatening injuries.  
Carney is facing charges of attempted murder, aggravated battery with a firearm and 
possession of a weapon by a felon.

June 2, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that former University of Illinois football player Howard 
Watkins’s bond was reduced from $100,000 to $50,000.  Watkins, along with other 
teammates Zarrian Holcombe and Darta Lee, were charged with residential burglary 
and aggravated robbery.  The judge gave permission for Watkins to leave the state to 
go home to Ohio.  

June 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Donald Redmon, who was shot by Decatur police, 
has been released from HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital.  Redmon was arrested on 
preliminary charged of armed violence.  Police said Redmon had a loaded handgun at 
the time of the shooting.  He was shot by Detective Jeffrey Hockaday.  Police were in 
pursuit of Redmon and another suspect.  Police said they found 26 individual bags of 
what they believe to be cocaine inside the suspect’s vehicle.  The shooting is still under 
police investigation.

June 15, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that 18-year-old Kevin Lefever stole a car from the lot at 
J.W. Eater Junior High and three small children were inside.  The children were 9 
months, 5-years-old and 9-years old.  After 25 minutes of searching, the police found 
the children near Veteran’s Parkway and Chanute Street.  The stolen vehicle was later 
found in Vermilion County and Lefever was taken into custody.  His is charged with 
motor vehicle theft and child endangerment.  

June 19 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds



Katherine Tellez reported that Champaign police arrested two suspects in 
connection with a burglary that sent one officer to the hospital.  Officers were called to 
the 500 block of Park Haven Court where the homeowner was not home at the time but 
his security camera alerted him of the suspects inside.  27-year-old Demetrius Gibbs 
was arrested after jumping out of a window.  An officer was sent to the hospital after 
Anthony Bailey used pepper spray and attacked him.  The officer was treated and 
released.

June 19, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Senait Gebrigiorgis reported that CrimeStoppers is offering the largest reward 
that it has ever established.  They are offering a $40,000 reward for any tip that leads to 
an arrest in the case of Yingying Zhang. CrimeStoppers said they’ve dealt with missing 
person cases before, but none of them this high-profile.  

June 30, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Adam Rife reported that 18-year-old Dillan Desilva was charged with involuntary 
manslaughter after another 18-year-old male died after the two were in a fight.  Desilva 
faces 2 to 5 years in prison and is being held on a $500,000 bond.

Economy

April 6, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Adam Rife reported that lawmakers continue to push for a minimum wage 
increase in Illinois.  With a House bill that passed out of committee, the measure would 
increase minimum wage in Illinois to $15 per hour over a four-year period.  Small 
businesses that have fewer than 50 employees would be eligible for an income tax 
credit from the state.  It would not include employees under the age of 18 or employees 
making tipped wages.  Representative Will Guzzardi said “Employee compensation is 
the lowest it’s been since the 1950’s.  There’s a profound imbalance in the American 
economy right now.  Workers are getting less, they’re working longer, and they’re 
strapping to get by.”  The Senate grand bargain included a minimum wage bill, but failed 
to gain support.  Other minimum wage bills that have been introduced in the past 
stalled.  This bill moves on to its third reading.

April 21, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.



Segment was 54 seconds
Jenn Sullivan reported that the “15 for Illinois Future” tour made a stop in 

Springfield.  The event was part of a statewide press tour to raise awareness about a 
House bill that would raise Illinois’ minimum wage incrementally over the next five 
years, reaching $15 per hour by 2022.  The bill’s sponsor, Representative Will Guzzardi, 
said that more than 40% of the Illinois’ workforce makes less than $15 per hour and he 
wants to see that changed.  Guzzardi said “You just can’t get by on that kind of a wage 
in this state.  I mean, making $10-$11 an hour, even if you’re working full-time while 
trying to provide for a family and raise children, these wages are simply inadequate, and 
people are working as hard as they possibly can and they still can’t get ahead.”  
Guzzardi also said that raising the minimum wage would inject billions of dollars into the 
state’s economy.  The bill is currently waiting on a vote in the Illinois House.

May 9, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the labor department said that there are currently 5.7 
million jobs openings nationwide.  Those numbers bring both good and bad news.  On 
the positive front, that number means employers are hiring and workers are confident 
about leaving one job for another.  On the other hand, some employers may be 
struggling to find the skilled workers needed to fill the job.

May 12, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 36 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Congressman Darin LaHood plans to boost local 
business.  LaHood said cutting taxes is key to helping businesses grow, create more 
jobs and increase the minimum wage.  He also said the Obama Administration set too 
many restrictions and regulations, and business owners want a change.  LaHood said 
“We all want clean air and clean water, but we want some reasonableness with how we 
deal with regulations and make sure they go through the legislative process so that both 
sides can have a fair hearing before we implement a regulation and frankly that’s what 
I’ve heard today.”  LaHood also said the United States need free and open trade to 
strengthen our economy.

May 23, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported Portillo’s in Champaign is officially open for business.  
The restaurant celebrated the grand opening.  Portillo’s is known for its Italian beef and 
Chicago-style hot dogs.  

June 2, 2017



Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the U.S. unemployment rate hit its lowest level 
since 2001.  The economy added 138,000 jobs in May, dropping the unemployment rate 
to 4.3%.  So far this year, the U.S. added more than 800,000 jobs.  

June 14, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Sears Holding Corporation is expected to lay off 400 
employees, which means they will no longer qualify for tax breaks in Illinois.  Sears is 
headquartered in the Chicago suburb of Hoffman Estates.  The retailer was granted a 
10-year, 15-million-dollar a year tax break in 2011 provided they invested back in the 
state.  Right now Sears is below the minimum number of employees needed to maintain 
the edge tax breaks.  

June 28, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Adam Rife reported that analysts are predicting the new iPhone 8 will smash the 
record set by the iPhone 6 and sell over 240-million-phones in the first year.  Apple 
hasn’t made significant changes to the iPhone in three years and sales reflected that as 
consumers waited for the revamped phone.  Updates to voice assist Siri, augmented 
reality and artificial intelligence could draw in more buyers and shoot Apple to the top 
spot of smartphone sellers in the world.  

June 28, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
recalled over 36,000 units of the TNT Red, White & Blue smoke fireworks after multiple 
reports that some of the devices exploded when lit.  The fireworks were sold at various 
stores including Walmart, Kroger and Meijer in Illinois, Ohio, Vermont and Wisconsin.  

Education

April 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Doug Quick reported that state superintendents announced a lawsuit against 
Governor Bruce Rauner.  A handful of superintendents met with state lawmakers to 



argue there’s a big problem with districts relying on property taxes to pay for school 
needs.  They said when it comes to low income communities, reaching an educational 
state standard is difficult.  With the lack of a state budget, the communities said they are 
forced to increase class sizes and cut programs.  If the school districts win, the state 
would be required to fund each district adequately for their learning standards.

April 7, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 55 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that proposed budget cuts to organizations like the 
National Science Foundation could threaten funding for science majors at the University 
of Illinois.  The U of I received 132-million-dollars from the National Science Program in 
2015 for science and research.  According to the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, President Trump’s proposed budget would mean cuts to 
government spending on basic sciences, which includes organizations like the 
Environmental Protection Agency and National Science Foundation.  In a statement, U 
of I officials said the university relies

April 10, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the University of Illinois has a new federal lobbyist.  Paul 
Weinberger was named the Director of Federal Relations.  Weinberger will earn 
$170,000 per year and be based in Washington, D.C. Formal approval by the 
university’s Board of Trustees is expected in May, although Weinberger is already on 
the job.

April 12, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the University of Illinois held a master plan town hall 
meeting to discuss ideas for improving and expanding campus facilities.  Suggested 
improvements were expanding the law school and Ikenberry commons, as well as 
relocating the ice arena.  The university is open to suggestions from community 
members, and said the current plan is not set in stone.  

April 24, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Eastern Illinois University has a plan to combat a 
recent drop in enrollment.  The university enrollment declined from 8500 students in the 
fall of 2015 to fewer than 6700 students in the spring.  EIU said they plan to boost 



marketing campaigns, social media outreach and events.  School officials said the 
state’s economic and political issues have resulted in fewer students wanting to attend 
college in Illinois. 

May 2, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the University of Illinois at Springfield united faculty 
union called for a strike after failing to reach an agreement during a bargaining session.  
The two sides have been working on a contract for over 20 months.  This strike comes 
at a crucial time, just one week before final exams and two weeks before graduation.  
Faculty wants a contract.  UIS said they’re negotiating in good faith.  One UIS professor 
who is up for tenure this summer, said it was a difficult decision to strike.  

May 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Illinois Student Assistance Commission announced 
the state will receive 18.6-million-dollars in federal funds to help support college 
readiness.  Hoopeston Area Middle School is one of 25 middle schools and 25 high 
schools in Illinois that will share in the funding over the next seven years.

May 8, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the six-day strike between the University of Illinois 
at Springfield and the UIS faculty union is over.  The strike came after 20 months of 
discussion regarding the union group’s first contract at UIS.  The university and union’s 
bargaining team worked to finally agree on a contract.  UIS United Faculty Vice-
President Kristi Barnwell released a statement that said “We are relieved to have 
finished our negotiations and are excited to be back in the classroom.  This has been an 
incredible learning opportunity for us all.” 

May 30, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Matt Witkos reported that top school officials are pushing lawmakers to pass a 
budget which will fully fund schools.  A coalition of 440 superintendents said the state 
owes them more than 1-billion-dollars and that money is crucial for their special 
education and transportation programs.  

June 28, 2017



Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that teacher pensions make up about 4-billion-dollars of the 
state budget, but the Teacher Retirement System says much of the fault lies with 
underfunding the pension system.  80% of that budget goes towards unfunded liabilities 
and only 20% is actual pension payments.  The unfunded liability is coming from the 
state not paying the full tab.  In 2017, the state should be paying TRS 6-billion-dollars 
rather than 4-billion-dollars.  But just like a credit card, if you’re only making the 
minimum payment, the debt still increases.  The pension payments are protected by the 
Illinois State constitution.  Courts were very clear about what is owed, so retired 
teachers are not in jeopardy of losing their pension.

June 29, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 42 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that some state universities are in danger of losing their 
accreditation if the budget crisis continues.  The Higher Learning Commission sent a 
letter to lawmakers saying the impasse has led to increased tuition and delays in 
financial aid grants and stuff reductions.  They said the diminished cash reserves will 
hurt students and make it harder to hire qualified professors.  Southern Illinois 
University’s President said that if lost, it could take years to regain that accreditation.  
Randy Dunn, SIU President, said “This is a high stakes game that we’re entering into 
right now.  With a federal accreditation comes the ability to offer federal financial aid.  
This is a make or break situation for my institution.”  

Government

April 3, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that lawmakers are trying to change what information is on a 
high school transcript.  Current Illinois law requires high school transcripts to include a 
student’s SAT score, but some parents are looking to get that score removed from their 
child’s transcript.  A new bill that passed the Senate would allow parents to remove the 
score from a transcript.  Parents said students should have more control over what 
information a college receives when they apply for admission.  Students who retake the 
SAT test could send an updated score to colleges.

April 5, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 58 seconds



Adam Rife reported that the Illinois State Supreme Court denied Governor 
Rauner’s request to bypass a lower court and take up his case for imposing pay and 
working conditions on AFSCME members.  Rauner and the state’s largest public 
employee union have been at odds over contract negotiations.  The state labor ruling 
last fall found negotiations were at an impasse, meaning Governor Rauner could 
impose his terms and the union could strike.  But AFSCME sued, and on appeal, the 
court barred Rauner from taking action until it decides the merits of the case.  The case 
now returns to the 4th District Appellate Court.  AFSCME released a statement 
regarding the decision and said “Governor Rauner should stop wasting time and money 
on costly court fights, and instead do his own job, working constructively to find common 
ground.”  The Rauner Administration saying “It is regrettable that AFSCME is 
continuously resisting every attempt for quick resolution and wants to continue dragging 
this out in the courts.”

April 10, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that President Trump’s proposed budget cuts might affect 
a community staple along with the National Endowment for the Arts.  The Institute of 
Museum and Library Services could be cut as well.  The library services and technology 
act is a primary source of funding for libraries, along with property taxes.  Officials say 
the library is often the first place people who are new to the area go to learn about their 
community.  Enrollment at the library has decreased in the past year, with only about 
36% of Champaign residents holding library cards, but the library is doing all they can to 
improve that number.

April 13, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 27 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that some Illinois lawmakers are pushing to legalize 
recreational marijuana.  Supporters of the new bill said it’s not a question of if it 
happens, but when.  Law enforcement said that if the bill passes, it won’t change things 
for them because they don’t target “small amount users.”  The sponsors of the bills said 
that legalizing recreational marijuana could generate up to 700-million-dollars in tax 
revenue for the state.  

May 2, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 50 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that you’ll no longer be able to flag down an MTD bus if 
you’re running late or are unsure of the stops.  Transportation officials said they’re doing 
what they can to make sure passengers know exactly where they need to be.  Before 
now, MTD officials said bus riders just flagged down the driver if they weren’t at a 



designated stop, which caused the bus to make unpredictable and sometimes unsafe 
stops.  By the fall, more than 800 signs will be added to some of the bus stops to show 
exactly where busses will stop.  

May 3, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Doug Quick reported that the City of Decatur announced they have come to a 
settlement agreement with former Police Chief Brad Sweeney.  Sweeney filed two 
lawsuits against the city and city manager Tom Gleason over a year ago after he was 
fired in February of 2016.  Sweeney sued on the basis of wrongful termination after a 
dispute with Gleason.  The attorney representing the city said Sweeney had at one point 
offered to retire but later changed his mind and filed a lawsuit.  Sweeney’s attorney had 
previously said that he planned to take the case all the way to the Illinois Supreme 
Court.

May 15, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 20 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that the newly elected Urbana mayor presented her first 
city budget to city council.  The budget includes plans that would increase the town’s 
safety by hiring three additional police officers but the budget includes a $40,000 cut to 
crime investigation personnel and a $12,000 cut to patrol supplies.  Some residents said 
they don’t think this is an area to be cutting.  The mayor proposed a half percent sales 
tax increase to bring in about $400,000 in revenue.  She’s also proposed financial 
incentives to 100 non-union city employees if they leave their positions.  There will also 
be no raises given to department or division heads.

May 25, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Adam Rife reported that CWLP said Illinois owes nearly 3.5-million-dollars in 
unpaid utility bills for buildings in Springfield.  This is the second time this has happened 
since the budget impasse began nearly three years ago.  Last summer the state owed 
12-million-dollars.  Right now there are no plans to shut off services.  Doug Brown, 
CWLP Chief Utility Engineer, said “It’s definitely a different situation that we have with 
the state because they’re going to pay their bills.  They’re going to come back as soon 
as they get the appropriations and they’re going to pay.  They’re not going to declare 
bankruptcy or going to get up and move.”  Right now, the state’s bill backlog is up to 
over 14-million-dollars.

May 26, 2017
Good Day Illinois



7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Senate Democrats asked for more clarity from the 
Rauner Administration on why the state is leasing private warehouses.  Agency 
directors were questioned by the Senate Appropriations Committee about why the state 
was leasing property instead of using existing state buildings to store records.  The 
controversy comes after the Department of Human Services moved records from a 
former prison to a Springfield warehouse earlier this year.

May 29, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly told Fox 
News Sunday that he “might” implement a ban on large electronics on all international 
flights entering or leaving the U.S.  Kelly said any decision on expanding the current ban 
will come “when the time is right.”  Currently, electronic devices larger than a cell phone 
are barred from airplane cabins on some U.S. bound flights originating from 10 Middle 
East and North African airports. 

May 31, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 15 seconds

Senait Gebrigiorgis reported that Illinois’ fiscal year begins July 1st and Speaker 
Michael Madigan said his party will continue working with Republicans through the 
month of June to form a balanced budget.  Some local social service agencies said they 
cannot wait any longer. Courage Connection, a domestic violence shelter in 
Champaign, is just one of many social service agencies in the state that’s negatively 
impacted by the lack of a state budget.  United Way of Illinois conducted a “post stop-
gap funding” survey of more than 400 service agencies across the state.  Results 
showed 69% of agencies received no or only partial payment for services in the 2017 
fiscal year and 9 out of 10 agencies were unable to raise 25% or more of the funding 
owed to them by the state.  

June 6, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Democratic State Representative Scott Drury 
announced a bid for Illinois Governor.  The former Assistant U.S. Attorney announced is 
2018 bid in a news release.  Drury is now one of five Democrats trying to unseat current 
Republican Governor Bruce Rauner.  Businessman Chris Kennedy and J.B. Pritzker, 
State Senator Daniel Biss and Chicago Alderman Amaya Pawwar are also running.  
Democratic State Representative Carol Ammons is still mulling over the possible run for 
Congress.  



June 6, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 20 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Station 4 in Danville will be closing.  City 
Council voted 12 to 1.  This comes after months of controversy over how to cut 
$700,000 from the budget.  Originally, the city wanted to close station 3 but the 
Firefighter’s Association asked the city to close station 4 instead.  The close will save 
the city about $260,000 per year.

June 7, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Urbana Mayor Diane Marlin is calling on everyone 
in the city to go green.  Marlin said that reducing the carbon foot print starts at the local 
level.  Marlin’s long-term goal is to reduce 80% of Urbana’s greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050.

June 9, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 38 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that a new study suggests children who drink dairy 
alternatives may end up shorter than those who drink cow’s milk.  According to the 
report, each cup of non-cow’s milk consumed daily is associated to a loss of .15 inches 
in height compared to the average for a child’s age.  Some experts worry the study is 
misleading. One expert pointed out that taller children are not necessarily healthier, 
saying she does not think it’s appropriate to use height as a marker for health.  

June 23, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Illinois deals another blow to those looking to spread 
gun violence.  Governor Rauner signed a bill to encourage judges to make sentences 
longer for repeat gun offenders.  The hope is to cut down on street violence.  Chicago’s 
police superintendent was in attendance and said it’s a “monumental win” for Chicago 
residents’ safety.

June 27, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute



Katherine Tellez reported that Illinois Lottery is suspending Powerball and Mega 
Millions ticket sales.  The suspension is temporary and a return of sales will be 
determined once a budget is passed.  The Illinois Lottery also announced a temporary 
change to its winner payments.  Starting July 1st, if funding for the lottery is not 
approved by the General Assembly then players who have valid claims worth more than 
$25,000 will experience delays in receiving their winnings.  

June 29, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Doug Quick reported that Speaker Michael Madigan said the Senate spending 
bill will be brought to the House on June 30th.  It’s a 36.5-billion-dollar spending plan.  
This is standard procedure and does not mean any votes will be taken on the bill.  This 
spending plan is a major piece needed for a state budget.  Madigan said negotiations 
are still underway.  

Health and Wellness

April 10, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that an organic salad kit was recalled for possible 
rabies contamination, after someone found a dead bat in their salad mix.  Five-ounce 
bags of Fresh Express Organic Marketside spring mix were pulled from Walmart 
shelves.  The CDC said a consumer in Florida reported finding the dead bat and they 
are unsure if the bat had rabies, but the salad was recalled as a precaution.  

April 11, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that a gas leak shut down part of Kirby Avenue in 
Champaign.  The Champaign Fire Department and Ameren were called for the leak in 
the 1800 block of West Kirby Avenue.  There they found a six-inch main line had been 
struck.  

May 1, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Sangamon County Sheriff’s deputies collected expired 
and unused prescription drugs over the weekend of April 29th and 30th.  They picked up 
bags of unwanted and expired drugs at the health department.  Law enforcement 
officials said it was a good way to keep old prescription drugs from falling into the wrong 



hands.  Around 1200 pounds of medication was collected in Sangamon County, which 
is more than double what they collected six months ago.

May 9, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 42 seconds

Adam Rife reported that a new drug treatment center opened in Springfield.  The 
Rebound Health Systems is an out-patient treatment center and will offer services for 
DUI assessments, group therapy and counseling.  Patients will also have access to 
medical professionals.  The owner, Michael Reeves, who is also a recovering addict 
said he’s determined to help addicts and their families.  Reeves, a licensed clinical 
social worker, said “We work to offer services to every individual, insurance and without, 
we’ll do whatever we can.  We offer sliding fees and scales and it’s just we are here to 
help you during a traumatic time and we believe in treating the whole family because it 
is a family disease.”  Reeves said he hopes to start offering detox services and possibly 
an in-patient facility in the future.  

May 15, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Green Chile Food Company recalled 253,000 
pounds of frozen burritos because of listeria concerns.  The burritos were packaged 
between March 8th and May 10th and distributed to California, Illinois, Oregon and South 
Dakota.  The USDA asked customers to either return the burritos or to throw them 
away.

May 24, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Graco recalled some child seats.  Graco said the 
harness restraints on more than 25,000 “my ride 65” convertible child seats may not 
safely restrain a child during a car accident.  As a result, the seat violates federal child 
safety seat standards.  Though no injuries have been reported, Graco will provide 
affected customers with new harness restraints, free of charge.

May 31, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Illinois Department of Public Health said that the 
first mosquitoes to test positive for the West Nile virus have been found in Madison 
County.  The mosquitoes that tested positive were collected in Godfrey.  So far, no 
human cases of the virus have been reported.



June 6, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that the Champaign Fire Department said staying up-to-
date on water rescue training is crucial.  Over the next three weeks, around 100 
firefighters will go through water rescue training.  Firefighters said although they don’t 
see many water rescues, there are plenty of places in the area that they could be called 
to.  

 
Public Service Announcements

AARP Foundation 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 80 times
• PSA sponsored by AARP Foundation

This campaign is designed to raise awareness of struggling Americans that are 50 and 
older.  Those who are 50 and older need a voice and an advocate.  AARP foundation 
has the ability to support and work with local organizations and programs nationwide to 
coordinate, fill in the gaps and help effective initiatives grow.  The foundation helps 
struggling seniors by being a force for chance on the most serious issues they face 
today.  Viewers can visit www.aarp.org/foundation for more information.

Get Schooled 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 33 times
• PSA sponsored by Get Schooled

This campaign was founded through a partnership with Viacom and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  The mission is to empower and engage young people and to give 
them the tools and inspiration to get the education they need to succeed.  Viewers can 
visit www.getschooled.com for more information.

Reducing Food Waste
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 57 times
• PSA sponsored by the National Resources Defense Council

This campaign strives to spread awareness about the importance of reducing food 
waste.  The campaign encourages Americans to make simple lifestyle changes like 
making shopping lists, freezing food and using leftovers to reduce waste in their own 
homes.  Viewers can visit www.savethefood.com to learn how to better plan, store and 
cook their food.

Susan G. Komen

http://www.aarp.org/foundation
http://www.getschooled.com
http://www.savethefood.com


• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 36 times
• PSA sponsored by Susan G. Komen

This campaign’s goal is to reduce breast cancer deaths by 50% in the United States by 
2026.  Susan G. Komen is the only organization that addresses breast cancer on 
multiple fronts such as community health, global outreach and research.  Viewers can 
visit www.komen.org for more information.

http://www.komen.org

