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WOOD TV8 Quarterly Issues Report 
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PROGRAM DAY  TIME 
• 24 Hour News 8  Daybreak Monday – Friday 4:30 - 7 A.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at Noon Monday – Friday 12 - 1 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 5 Monday – Friday 5 - 5:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 5:30 Monday – Friday 5:30 - 6 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Monday – Friday 6 - 6:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8 at 7 Monday – Friday 7 – 7:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at Daybreak  Saturday and Sunday 5 – 8 A.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Saturday  6 – 6:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Sunday 6 – 7 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 11 Monday – Friday 11 - 11:35 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 11 Saturday and Sunday 11 - 11:30 P.M. 
• eightWest Monday – Friday 11 A.M. – 12 NOON 

  
Each program previously listed is a locally produced news programs presenting 
a mix of news, weather, sports and community issue related feature reports.  
Community issue segments usually have duration of one- to one-and-a-half 
minutes, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
Connecting with Community continues to produce content driven PSA’s topical 
to community needs and issues raised from our news department.  Each month, 
a series of thirty second spots rotate on WOOD/WOTV/WXSP tagged with our 
Community Partners.  
 
“eightWest” is a locally produced daily one hour program featuring everything 
West Michigan. 
 
WOOD TV8 is simulcast in it entirely on WOGC-CD, Grand Rapids, MI.   
 
• NBC Nightly News  Monday – Friday 6:30 - 7 P.M. 
 
This is an NBC produced news program featuring news, information and 
perspectives on the daily events of the nation and the world.  The program also 
features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  These special 
issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 
 
• TODAY Monday – Friday 7 - 11 A.M. 
• TODAY  Saturday 8 - 10 A.M. 
• TODAY Sunday 8 - 9 A.M. 
 
This NBC produced news program features news, interviews, weather and 



information segments and feature reports on issues and concerns of the 
American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to four 
minutes long. 
 
• Dateline NBC Friday 10 - 11 P.M. 
 
This NBC produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or 
entertainment oriented reports in each week's program.  Many of these reports 
are investigative stories on controversial concerns of the nation.  Each report 
averages ten to twelve minutes long. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Educational Issues 
 
Including recognition of outstanding programs, learning styles, schools and 
teaching. 

 
 
1. Program: Adopt US Kids PSA 
Date Aired: January 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from Michigan Adoption Resource 

Exchange. When it comes to parenting there are not perfect 
answers. That’s why you don’t have to be perfect to be a parent. 

 
 
2. Program: Invest in a Mind PSA 
Date Aired: January 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: :10 
Summary: Public service announcement from United Negro College Fund. 

A mind is a terrible thing to waste, but a wonderful thing to 
invest in. 

 
 
3. Program: Fair Housing PSA 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from US Dept. of Housing and 

Urban Development / National Fair Housing Alliance. There’s 
many ways to improve our community so everyone has a fair 
chance, regardless of zip code.  

 

 
4. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: January 7, 2017 
Length: 1:54 
Summary: A small band of protestors took to the streets of downtown 

Grand Rapids tonight to voice opposition to Donald Trump's 
selection for secretary of education - West Michigan's own Betsy 
DeVos.  24 Hour News 8's Barton Deiters went to the protest to 
see what they hope to accomplish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: January 17, 2017 
Length: 1:16 
Summary: It's a big day in Washington DC as Donald Trump's pick for 

secretary of education, Betsy Devos, will go before a senate 
committee for her confirmation hearing. 
Political Reporter Rick Albin is in D.C. waiting for her hearing, 
as we all get ready for the inauguration. 

 

 
6. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: January 17, 2016 
Length: 2:18 
Summary: An inmate at the Kent County Jail isn't letting her record get in 

the way of her education.  Coming up, we'll introduce you to 
the first inmate to graduate a new schooling program.  Brittnay 
Rodgers is taking her sentence and using it to turn her life 
around.  Receiving her diploma she says is just the first step 
toward the rest of her life, and her goals to get a college 
education.  

 

 
7. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: January 20, 2017 
Length: :25 
Summary: Later this week in Kalamazoo -- school leaders are hosting a 

community forum to talk about the potential closings of three 
schools.  Earlier this month -- the state highlighted 38 schools 
that could be forced to close because of performance.  The 
meeting will be Wednesday night at the old Kalamazoo Central 
High School. the Community Education Center.  Other than 
Kalamazoo -- schools in Benton Harbor and Muskegon Heights 
are also in danger of closing. 

 

 
8. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: February 1, 2017 
Length: 1:48 
Summary: Catholic schools in the Diocese of Grand Rapids 

celebrating Catholic Schools Week 
WHAT: Catholic Schools Week activities will celebrate how 
Catholic schools contribute to their communities through 
students' faith development, academic excellence and 
dedication to service 

 



 
9. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: February 7, 2017 
Length: 1:58 
Summary: After spending her whole life unable to speak…..a ten year old 

girl has finally found her voice.  Estefania Seyffert introduces us 
to the little girl and her elementary school teacher who helped 
her communicate for the very first time…..all through the help 
of a machine.  

 
 
10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: February 8, 2017 
Length: :24 
Summary: A new program in Kalamazoo will help people who are 

impacted by hate crimes in our state.  According to the F-B-I 
stats, Michigan sits next to the District of Columbia and North 
Dakota with having the highest number of reported hate 
crimes.  In response to the alarming trend, Y-W-C-A Kalamazoo 
is launching 'project speak up.'  The six-month program offers 
community education, support groups and legal clinics. 
We have more info posted online. 

 
 
11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: February 8, 2017 
Length: 2:06 
Summary: President Trump's travel ban is still going through the courts 

and it's bringing a lot of questions for international students. 
24 Hour News 8's Sarah Hurwitz went to Western Michigan 
University and talked with a student and the school about the 
situation.  She joins us in studio, Sarah?  It means they may 
have to choose between education or their family if those 
executive orders are reinstated….and the student I spoke with 
says that’s a choice he shouldn’t have to make.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: February 9, 2017 
Length: :28 
Summary: Back home in michigan -- Governor Snyder has proposed a $56 

billion state budget.  It would include spending boosts for 
education, increased savings and millions of dollars for Flint.  K 
through 12 education would get more than 12 billion dollars 
and 1.5 billion for higher education.  Snyder says his budget 
prioritizes spending on skilled trades training, education and 
infrastructure.  Almost 50 million dollars will go toward the 
Flint Water Crisis.  That brings the state commitment to almost 
300 million. 

 
 
13. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: February 13, 2017 
Length: :29 
Summary: A Michigan agency wants some feedback from the public -- 

about a proposed set of minimum standards for providing legal 
defense to people who can't afford attorneys.  The standards 
involve matters such as education and training for attorneys. 
The Michigan Indigent Defense Commission submitted the 
proposals to the state Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs.  The department director will review it -- and decide 
whether to approve the standards.  The Michigan Supreme 
Court conditionally approved them last year. 

 
 
14. Program: Epic Fail PSA 
Date Aired: March 3, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from World Wildlife Federation. 

Learn how to help protect our world and help protect our 
environment. 

 
 
15. Program: Finish your Diploma PSA 
Date Aired: March 3, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from Ad Council / Dollar General 

Literacy Foundation. No one gets a diploma alone. You have 
help. Finish your diploma. 

 
 
 
 



16. Program: Fatherhood PSA 
Date Aired: March 3, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: :15 
Summary: Public service announcement from National Fatherhood 

Initiative. It only takes a moment, to make a moment. Take a 
moment to be a dad today. 

 
 
17. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: March 6, 2017 
Length: 5:51 
Summary: At SLD Read, our vision is a community working together that 

empowers all individuals to achieve their full potential.  To 
reach this vision, we are committed to increasing community 
awareness and understanding of literacy issues throughout 
West Michigan.   SLD Read will host the Bringing Literacy to Life 
on Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 6:00 pm at The Goei Center in 
Grand Rapids, MI. This year's theme is the Peter Pan and guests 
will be mesmerized by the transformation of the reception area 
and ballroom which will morph into a dreamlike landscape with 
fantastical scenes from the beloved children's fable. 

 
 
18. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: March 7, 2017 
Length: 3:18 
Summary: There’s a place where kids can dig up fossils, examine dinosaur 

habitats, and come face to face with their favorite 
dinosaurs. Amazing Dinosaurs! is open now at the Grand 
Rapids Children’s Museum. So much fun for kids and families. 
Entertainment includes a dino puppet show see if you can make 
T. Rex sounds, and more! 

 
 
19. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: March 7, 2017 
Length: :27 
Summary: Hundreds of 8th graders will learn about leadership today, in 

Kent County.  It's part of the 18th annual Latino Youth 
Conference.  The Conference celebrates latino culture and 
higher education.  Dr. Paul Hernandez is the featured guest. 
He'll give a speech explaining how he went from living on the 
streets of L-A, to becoming a P-H-D faculty member of a 
university.  That starts at 9 this morning at G-R-C-C's Ford 
Fieldhouse.  High school seniors will receive scholarships as 
part of the conference. 



 
 
 
20. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: March 10, 2017 
Length: :49 
Summary: State education leaders are proposing some big changes for 

Michigan schools.  Among the 32 recommendations in a report 
released today are calls to make preschool and community 
college free and universally accessible.  The commission that 
created the report also pushes some ideas that are far from 
educational norms.  The group says Michigan should get rid of 
grade levels and only advance students once they master 
content.  Governor Snyder called it out-of-the-box and is excited 
about the prospect. 

 
 
21. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: March 17, 2017 
Length: 5:00 
Summary: Tomorrow, March 18, you can head to the Grand Rapids Public 

Museum for a day of fun to learn more about the human brain! 
It’s all part of Brain Awareness Week Neuroscience Fair, and Dr. 
Alison Bernstein from Michigan State University College of 
Human Medicine joined eightWest to share more about this 
exciting week. 

 
 
22. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: March 22, 2017 
Length: :55 
Summary: High school graduation rates are out today... and they show 

significant progress for Grand Rapids Public Schools.  24 Hour 
News 8's Marlee Ginter is here to show us.  Listen to this... G-R-
P-S's graduation rate has increased nearly 50-percent in 5 years. 
 Here's the breakdown... in 2011-2012, less than 45-percent of 
students in the district graduated.  The number rose slightly 
the next two years... then jumped higher, up above 65-percent 
last year.  Here's a look at graduation rates broken down by 
each school in Grand Rapids.  City High Middle has a 
graduation rate of nearly 99-percent.  U Prep and Innovation 
Central are both above 90-percent.  Southeast Career Pathways 
and Grand Rapids Learning Center -- both alternative education 
schools -- have the lowest graduation rates.   We asked school 
leaders why they think rates have jumped. 

 



 
23. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: March 27, 2017 
Length: 5:27 
Summary: Milestones CDC discusses their educational opportunities for 

young children as well as their highly developed safety systems.  
 



 
 

Health & Fitness Issues 
 
Focusing on methods of illness prevention and education people in order to 
encourage and promote maintenance of good health. 
 
 
1. Program: Child Birth Connection PSA 
Date Aired: January 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the National Partnership for 

Women and Families. There’s a lot to learn about your health 
when pregnant, find it all at childbirthconnection.org. 

 
 
2. Program: Heat and Warmth Fund “Thaw” PSA 
Date Aired: January 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Heat and Warmth Fund 

“Thaw”. The Heat and Warmth Fund has been keeping families 
safe and warm since 1985. 

 
 
3. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: January 4, 2017 
Length: 1:37 
Summary: A lot of you probably are starting out this new year hoping to 

be healthier and more active.  But are your resolutions realistic? 
 If not, you could be setting yourself up for failure.  Michelle 
Schoening spoke with an expert on ways to tweak your health 
goals so you have a higher chance of success.  

 
 
4. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 
Length: :28 
Summary: It's a big day for Metro Health and the University of Michigan. 

The two are launching a new affiliation today, with the goal of 
providing high-value, compassionate care to the west side of 
the state.   The affiliation will enable Metro Health to expand 
its research capabilities, primary care and specialty services, as 
well as use of complex medical technology.  Physicians and 
executives in West Michigan will keep serving on metro health 
boards and committees, and also start working closely with u 
of m leaders. 



 
 
5. Program: Quit Smoking Now PSA 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from US Dept. of Health and 

Human Services. When you quit smoking you are not just 
quitting for yourself but you are quitting for your family and 
your friends.  

 
 
6. Program: Musicians on Call “Breathless” PSA 
Date Aired: January 6, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from Musicians on Call. Help 

spread the word about IBF (idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis) that 
affects 132,000 Americans. 

 
 
7. Program: Do I have Pre-Diabetes PSA 
Date Aired: January 6, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 

Summary: Public service announcement from American Diabetes 
Association / American Medical Association / Center for 
Disease Control. It takes less than one minute to find out if you 
are at risk for pre-diabetes, take the test and find out today. 

 
 
8. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 9, 2017 
Length: 6:14 
Summary: GRAND RAPIDS, Mich (WOOD) – There are so many different 

ways to get fit. The key is to find something that you love. 
Some people like to run, others lift weights, but eightWest 
found a fun, new place to exercise. Bounce your way to health 
at Bouncing Fitness in Rockford. Check out the video above as 
owner, Cheryl, explains more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: January 10, 2017 
Length: 2:08 
Summary: If you're still looking for some new year's inspiration for that 

resolution to get in shape--this should surely do it.  24 Hour 
News 8's Emily Linnert is here with a story about a program 
getting people battling cancer on their feet and in the gym.  
There is a ton of data tying together exercise with the fight 
against cancer.  I met two people today who took on that fight 
and haven't looked back. 

 
 
10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: January 11, 2017 
Length: :36 
Summary: State health officials say they're following up on 17 cases of 

Legionnaires' disease last year in Genesee County --- after 
winning a legal dispute over access to records.  The Department 
of Health and Human Services sent a letter to Flint-area health 
officials and McLaren Hospital today.  The department wants to 
know more about what the hospital is doing to strengthen its 
water system.  2 of the 17 cases of legionella in the county last 
year were associated with McLaren Flint.  Michigan's chief 
medical executive, Dr. Eden Wells says she has no evidence that 
the hospital is risky for patients.  Legionnaires' disease is a 
severe, sometimes fatal pneumonia 

 
 
11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak  
Date Aired: January 13, 2017 
Length: :29 
Summary: We’re starting to see more flu cases in Michigan.  That’s what 

the Department of Health is saying today.  There have been 94 
cases across the state this week.  Most of them are in the 
southeast part of the state and in southwest Michigan, we’ve 
had 14.  Only 12 of the confirmed cases are influenza B – the 
rest are the A strain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: January 15, 2017 
Length: 1:31 
Summary: If you're like most Americans, you've made getting fit or losing 

weight your new year's resolution to kick off 2017. 
Unfortunately, most people don't stick to the resolutions they 
made at the beginning of the year.  Kim (hutch-er-son) found 
out  why ... And how you can beat the odds. 

 
 
13. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 18, 2017 
Length: 5:53 
Summary: New Year, new you. It’s the age-old saying with which we’re all 

familiar. For many of us, January 1 marks the time when we set 
resolutions to better our lives. Breaking bad habits, losing 
weight, eating healthier, exercising more – these are the typical 
resolutions we’ve come to expect. McDonald Hearing 
Services would like you to entertain another one this year: 
maintaining/improving your hearing health. It may seem 
insignificant, but it is a simple resolution that can have a long-
term impact on your life. 

 
 
14. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: January 19, 2017 
Length: 8:54 
Summary: f you resolved to be healthier in the new year, you might be 

asking yourself, “How am I doing?” If you need a little help 
meeting your goals, or just getting healthy in general, you 
should check out Harvest Health Foods. Silvia from Harvest 
Health visited eightWest in studio to give viewers a peek inside 
the store. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: January 19, 2017 
Length: :56 

Summary: Getting enough vitamin d can be hard to do in the winter -- 
especially in West Michigan.  Vitamin d is naturally found in the 
sun -- and is important for bone and muscle health.  With so 
much cloud cover in the winter months, dermatologists say 
taking a vitamin d supplement may help get to the daily dose 
recommendation.  You can also eat different foods to help get 
you to your daily mark which is 600 International Units per day 
... like tuna, leafy vegetables and milk or milk products like 
yogurt and cottage cheese.  Experts say it’s important to 
supplement vitamin d deficiencies before it's too late ... 
And add it's still important to wear sunscreen if you're going to 
be driving or outside for a long time. 

 
 
16. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 23, 2017 
Length: 7:10 
Summary: eightWest has been following a group called the ‘fab four fat 

burners’ for the past few months. These four people have 
dedicate themselves to losing weight and getting healthy. How 
has this group collectively been able to lose more than 300 
pounds?They stopped dieting and looked for a real solution 
with NutriMost. Check out the video above to see these 
amazing transformations! 

 
 
17. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 24, 2017 
Length: 6:02 
Summary: A holistic approach to your health and wellness is essential 

when it comes to cancer. Patients can actually minimize side 
effects by having a healthy diet, doing yoga for relaxation, and 
implementing other strategies. Dr. Judy Smith from Spectrum 
Health Cancer Center, joined eightWest with some of these 
things may sound out of the box to some people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 24, 2017 
Length: 6:23 

Summary: A holistic approach to your health and wellness is essential 
when it comes to cancer. Patients can actually minimize side 
effects by having a healthy diet, doing yoga for relaxation, and 
implementing other strategies. Dr. Judy Smith from Spectrum 
Health Cancer Center, joined eightWest with some of these 
things may sound out of the box to some people. 

 
 
19. Program: Stand up up Cancer PSA 
Date Aired: January 26, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from American Cancer Society. 

1600 people will die today from cancer, we can’t act fast 
enough, help save lives. 

 
 
20. Program: Help Prevent Falls PSA 
Date Aired: January 26, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from AARP Foundation. 1 in 4 

people over the age of 65 will experience a fall and that could 
lead to major injury. 

 
 
21. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 27, 2017 
Length: 5:43 
Summary: A holistic approach to your health and wellness is essential 

when it comes to cancer. Patients can actually minimize side 
effects by having a healthy diet, doing yoga for relaxation, and 
implementing other strategies. Dr. Judy Smith from Spectrum 
Health Cancer Center, joined eightWest with some of these 
things may sound out of the box to some people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 30, 2017 
Length: 5:43 
Summary: This April, the Fifth Annual Gazelle Girl Run is happening in 

Downtown Grand Rapids. This is an awesome event that brings 
together women from all over West Michigan! Whether you are 
looking to compete in your first race or are looking to set a new 
personal record, this event is for you. Kristen and Donna joined 
eightWest to talk more about this fun event. 

 
 
23. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: February 1, 2017 
Length: :49 
Summary: It's the first day of February -- which is 'American Heart Month' 

More men and women die of heart disease than any other 
disease and doctors say we have a lot to learn about our own 
risk.  A new survey out of the Cleveland clinic finds only 38-
percent of adults know their blood pressure ... 
18-percent know their body mass index and 12 percent know 
their level of l-d-l, or 'bad' cholesterol. 

 
 
24. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: February 6, 2017 
Length: :35 
Summary: More teens are using e-cigarettes... despite warnings of long 

term health effects... and videos of exploding e-cigarette 
batteries.   
Not only are more teens using them... they're changing *how 
they use the devices.  A new study shows -- the nearly one 
quarter of teens who use the devices have tried "dripping."  
That's when you put the liquid nicotine directly on the heating 
coils of the device.  "Dripping" creates a thicker vapor cloud.  
Many teens say this creates a stronger hit.  There's no medical 
proof that dripping causes any additional health risks -- but it 
could expose the person using it to higher levels of toxic 
chemicals. 

 
 
25. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: February 21, 2017 
Length: 4:00 
Summary: A new "be nice" memorial fund is being unveiled today to help 

students in Kent County learn about their own mental health. 
The Andy Lubbers “be nice” fund. 



 
 
26. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: February 23, 2017 
Length: :30 
Summary: Well-- fitness buffs-- If you get geeked about "American 

Ninja Warrior"-- there's a whole West Michigan town that puts 
on a competition and tonight they're going to make some big 
announcements.  Tonight at 7 the organizers of the Rockford 
Ninja Warrior will be updating everyone on how the event is 
expanding. 
They're expected to talk about moving the event to the 
DeltaPlex so more people can participate and watch the event.  
They'll also talk about new obstacles.  The Rockford Ninja 
Warrior is happening on August 11 and 12 this year. 

 
 
27. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: March 18, 2017 
Length: :25 
Summary: Check this out... apparently wearable technology is no longer 

just for humans.  Fitness trackers for pets are becoming 
popular in Hong Kong, where animal owners take pleasure in 
splurging on their cats and dogs.  The pet owner can track 
activity levels, food and water consumption as well as sleeping 
habits.  This device, the “Petble” costs about 115-dollars.  

 
 
28. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: March 21, 2017 
Length: :29 
Summary: Infant death numbers in the U-S have reached a new low.  

According to a new report from the national center for health 
statistics.... the infant mortality rate dropped 15-percent over 
the past decade.  Experts say one reason for the drop.... is 
because doctors are less likely to induce labor when it's not 
medically necessary.  Another big drop in numbers is for 
deaths from sudden infant death syndrome.  There have been 
29-percent fewer cases.   There was improvement among most 
ethnic groups ... But not enough to close the racial gap. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



29. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: March 23, 2017 
Length: :14 
Summary: A 4 year old is in critical condition after apparently being badly 

neglected in Battle Creek.  The child was living at a home on 
Emmett Street-- and was found to be in very poor health. 
3 other children in the home were removed.  Police are 
questioning the mom.  

 
 



 
Community & Volunteer Efforts 

 
Programs aimed at highlighting efforts of individual volunteers or volunteer 
organizations in West Michigan in hopes of encouraging more people to share 
their time and talents with those in need. Community efforts and campaigns are 
also included. 
 
 
 
1. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 3, 2017 
Length: 7:14 
Summary: The New year is here and one thing West Michigan always 

looks forward to this time of year is The January Series at 
Calvin College. This series features free lectures from some of 
the brightest minds of our time. Check out the video above for 
a preview from Kristi Potter, director of The January Series 

 
 
2. Program: Make the Connection PSA 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from US Dept. of Veterans 

Affairs. Veterans can have a hard time opening up, even to 
family and friends, make the connection today. 

 
 
3. Program: Be a Foster Grandparent PSA 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from Corporation for National & 

Community Service / Senior Corps. Be a Foster Grandparent to 
a child in need. 

 
 
4. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 
Length: 5:57 
Summary: Not all communities are able to provide proper military 

funerals to honor the sacrifice of our nation’s dedicated 
military members; that’s where Operation Honor Guard 
comes in.  The nonprofit organization supports volunteers 
who stand guard and perform military rites at veteran’s 
funerals across West Michigan. 

 



 
5. Program:  eightWest 
Date Aired: January 12, 2017 
Length: 5:50 
Summary: We always look forward to the January Series on eightWest. It’s 

a series of free lectures put on by Calvin College. In the video 
above, one of the speakers for the series, Todd Huizinga, talks 
more about his upcoming lecture. 
Todd Huizinga is a senior fellow of the Paul B. Henry Institute 
for the Study of Christianity and Politics in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 

 
 
6. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: January 12, 2017 
Length: :37 
Summary: You have a chance to get involved with the Grand Rapids 

Police Department... as a volunteer.  The Grand Rapids police 
Chief wants to expand the program--and needs your help.  
Volunteers do everything from checking out found property 
reports--to helping elderly people or someone with a disability. 
You could also help with parking enforcement, or keep an eye 
on a home when the owners are out of town.  There are a 
couple rules before you can help out. You have to be at least 
18 years old and a u-s citizen.  You must also undergo a 
background test check and training, and volunteer at least 
eight hours a month.  The department will provide you with 
Uniforms and equipment 
 

 
 
7. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 13, 2017 
Length: 9:14 
Summary: GRAND RAPIDS, Mich (WOOD) – Organizers of the Fifth Third 

River Bank Run announced changes for this year’s event 
Wednesday.  At a press conference held at the Amway Grand 
Hotel, it was announced that entry fees for the Junior Race will 
be covered by Blue Care Network, which increased its 
corporate sponsorship this year. It will be the first year 
children will be able to run for free. 

 
 
 
 
 



8. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: January 16, 2017 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: Students are gathered at Grand Valley State University where 

event organizers are getting ready for their silent march 
through campus in honor of Martin Luther King Jr.  

 
 
9. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: January 16, 2017 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration Program begins at 

6:30 p.m. at Fountain Street Church. The program will feature 
Kevin Powell who spoke at GVSU's event earlier in the day. 

 
 
10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: January 16, 2017 
Length: :49 
Summary: Today we take time to remember a man who changed civil 

rights for our country - Martin Luther King Junior.  Several 
West Michigan communities are helping you celebrating Martin 
Luther King Day. The Muskegon museum of art will be open 
for a free community day.  The museum will be open from 11 
to 5 -- with special activities.  There will be several exhibits 
honoring doctor king.  The city of Kalamazoo is holding it's 
16th annual M-L-K community day of service.  Volunteer 
Kalamazoo is organizing the event... they want you to pre-
register online... so you can be assigned a project for the day.   
.. you can also register in person at 8 am in Kalamazoo City 
Hall.  

 
 
 
11. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 17, 2017 
Length: 1:35 
Summary: Summer travel can be more than entertaining, it can be 

educational, too. The Smithsonian has always been a 
wonderful place to learn about our history. Recently, a 
Smithsonian travel museum started an exhibition in Plainwell, 
called “The Way We Worked“. All summer long we’re going to 
be telling you about events and activities tied to the traveling 
museum. 

 
 



12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: January 18, 2017 
Length: 1:06 
Summary: Should a West Michigan high school change its controversial 

mascot that some say insults their native american culture? 
This morning, 24 Hour News 8's Marvis Herring is looking 
ahead to the final meeting before the Paw Paw school board 
makes a decision.  The Paw Paw Redskins may soon be a title 
of the past.  Tonight the school board will hold its second 
public input meeting so they can hear your thought on the 
school mascot... and possibly changing it. 

 
 
13. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 19, 2017 
Length: 6:22 
Summary: A local nonprofit has been renovating an abandoned house in 

Grand Rapids and is now preparing to move a group of young 
people who are in need. 
Well House bought the abandoned house back in 2015 and 
began working on renovations last year. Well House had to 
then replace the crumbling walls, restore the original 
hardwood flooring and remodel the kitchen and bathrooms. 

 
 
14. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: January 24, 2017 
Length: :57 
Summary: The friend's and family of a Grand Rapids police officer want 

to thank the community for trying to help make a memorial in 
his honor.  Officer Robert Kozminski was killed in the line of 
duty and dozens of people went to a celebration yesterday at 
celebration cinema north to raise money for this memorial.  
It's taken years to get to this point.  Officer Kozminski was 
responding to a call about a domestic dispute in 2007, when 
someone shot and killed him.  The west grand neighborhood 
association and Brann's Steakhouse and Grill are working 
together to raise the money.  They held a special screening of 
"Patriots Day" last night.  It's about the officers who responded 
to the 2013 Boston marathon bombings.  Organizers say the 
movie portrays the kind of man Kozsminski was: a hero. 

 
 
 
 
 



15. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 30, 2017 
Length: 6:53 
Summary: On February 9th, you can take part in the first annual Wine 

and Wishes event benefiting Make a Wish Michigan. Party goers 
will enjoy a night of comedy, food, and drinks, while 
supporting an amazing local cause. Ashley and Elly from 
Make-a-Wish Michigan joined eightWest to talk about how 
viewers can get involved. 

 
 
16. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 31, 2017 
Length: 8:40 
Summary: GRAND RAPIDS, Mich (WOOD) – There are so many amazing 

people living and working in our community. Family Futures is 
proud to recognize people and organizations doing great 
things for children and families in our community! Nominate 
someone you know who is deserving of special recognition for 
their volunteer efforts, innovative approach to problem solving 
or creative efforts to support parents, families and children 
every day. Check out the video above to see one inspirational 
story, and how you can nominate someone deserving. 

 
 
17. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: January 31, 2017 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: Thousands filled the BOB last night in Downtown G-R for the 

Soup's On For All. This yearly fundraiser benefits God's 
Kitchen -- which is part of Catholic Charities of West Michigan. 
There were more than 30 soups from West Michigan 
restaurants. Members of our team were there as well to serve 
up soup as well. 

 
 
18. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: February 6, 2017 
Length: 4:00 
Summary: For 9 years now WOOD TV has been celebrating partnerships 

across West Michigan with our Connecting with Community 
Awards...and it's time once again to honor the work being 
done, big or small, to have a positive impact.  Nominations are 
now being accepted.  

 
 



19. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: February 7, 2017 
Length: :24 
Summary: The debate surrounding the nestle ice mountain expansion 

near Evart takes center stage again tonight -- for what could be 
the last time.  The company is holding an open house at the 
Osceola County Fairgrounds.  This is an opportunity for 
community members to ask questions.  Nestle wants to 
increase pumping capacity at it's well for it's bottled water 
plant.  It's from 6 to 8 tonight at the fairgrounds.  The D-E-Q 
public comment period ends on March 3rd. 

 
 
20. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: February 7, 2017 
Length: :27 
Summary: This Valentine's Day the Grand Rapids Police Department is 

getting a gesture of love that they'll be able to in-turn share 
with the community.  They're receiving dozens of hand crafted 
blankets from residents of River House.  The blankets will be 
available for officers to give to young children they meet while 
out on calls.  Police officers are often first to respond in a time 
of crisis -- the hope is that these "cop cuddler" blankets will 
help comfort children who are scared or hurt. 

 
 
21. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: February 9, 2017 
Length: :21 

Summary: Tonight is your chance to share your opinions on housing 
issues in Grand Rapids.  The Organization Grand Rapids 
Homes for All will host a Community Speak Out Tonight. 
It's at the Baxter Community Center on Baxter Street. 
Organizers want to talk about how high rent costs have 
become.. evictions.. and developement through the city. 
There's a pizza diner at 5:30 -- and the speak out is right after. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: February 9, 2017 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: The Connecting with Community Awards honor and recognize 

community partnerships that are helping people here in our 
community. We can't highlight your efforts without you telling 
us about it, so nominating them today. We are looking for 
businesses, non-profits or individuals working together to 
solve problems or address needs.  

 
 
23. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: February 11, 2017 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: The Connecting with Community Awards honor and recognize 

community partnerships that are helping people here in our 
community. We can't highlight your efforts without you telling 
us about it, so nominating them today. We are looking for 
businesses, non-profits or individuals working together to 
solve problems or address needs.  

 
 
24. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: February 15, 2017 
Length: :18 
Summary: You may be able to find a job today or tomorrow.. at the Grand 

Rapids Community College job fair.   It's open to everyone. It 
runs from 10 this morning to 1 tonight. It's in room 55 at the 
main building.  That's at Bostwick Avenue. 
There will be different employers today, tomorrow, and the 
22nd. 

 
 
25. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: February 20, 2017 
Length: 2:30 
Summary: Despite the tragedy we witnessed here in Kalamazoo last year - 

the community here refused to let one evening define them.  
We watched in the following days as people who didn't even 
know the victims, gathered together to spread the message 
they were "Kalamazoo Strong".  And one year later, that's what 
we want to remember, how the people in Kalamazoo banded 
together in one of the city's darkest moments. 

 
 
 



26. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: March 16, 2017 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: People marched today in downtown grand rapids--honoring 

civil rights activist Cesar Chavez. 24 Hour News 8's Eva 
Aguirre Cooper followed that march. She joins us now live at 
the community gathering. 

 
 
27. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: March 24, 2017 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: Our Connecting with Community Awards are back this year. 

Over the next 8 weeks, we'll be sharing a new award finalist 
with you. Today we have the first one. This group partners 
with the young at heart through music – Senior Sing-a-Long. 

 



 
Safety 

 
Programs that promote safety in homes and for families in West Michigan 
communities. 
 
 
 

1. Program: Project Roadblock PSA 

Date Aired: January 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from National Highway Traffic 

Safety Association. Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving, be smart, 
don’t drink and drive, get a cab. 

 
 

2. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 

Date Aired: January 4, 2017 
Length: :21 
Summary: The historic showboat in Lowell is going to close.  The "Robert 

E. Lee" closed to the public today over safety concerns.  It is the 
fifth showboat to be docked in Lowell.  It was built in 1979 -- 
and the city tells us it has outlived its expected lifespan. 
There is a meeting January 19th at Lowell City Hall about how 
to rebuild the Lowell showboat.  We have that information on 
woodtv.com. 

 
 
3. Program: Don’t Believe Everything you Hear PSA 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from Scam Awareness. We are not 

as smart as we think, think twice before sending cash, learn 
more on to stop scammers.  

 
 
4. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: January 5, 2017 
Length: 1:30 
Summary: Segment to preview radon test kits available from the Kent 

County Health Department  
 
 
 
 



5. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: January 6, 2017 
Length: 6:14 
Summary: Segment with Gordon Water to discuss the safety of your 

home’s water and steps they can take to make it better.  
 
 
6. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: January 9, 2017 
Length: :58 
Summary: On mornings like the one we just got through... a lot of us 

warm up our cars before we head off to work.  But Something 
you probably didn't know... depending on how your car starts... 
leaving it running could be illegal.  One Michigan man found 
out the hard way.  Nick Taylor lives in Roseville... a Detroit 
suburb... and every morning in the winter... he starts his car... 
leaves the keys inside and leaves the car unattended for a few 
minutes.  But this past week... when he walked out to leave... his 
car had a ticket on the hood... while it was still sitting in his 
driveway.  It turns out... leaving your key in a running car is a 
state violation.  The reason being... anyone could hop inside 
and drive away... 

 
 

7. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: January 12, 2017 
Length: 5:16 
Summary: Interview with Women at Risk International about local efforts 

to combat sex trafficking.  
 
 
8. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: January 18, 2016 
Length: :24 
Summary: Hastings High School is dealing with a potential safety issue... 

their fire alarm system isn't working correctly.  We looked into 
it after a viewer let us know what was happening.  They told us 
the alarm system has a mind of its own.  School leaders say it 
goes off randomly, but still works when it needs to.  They've 
tested it, and it still went off during an actual emergency. 
They hope to have it replaced by the next school year. 

 
 
 
 



9. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: January 19, 2017 
Length: 5:35 
Summary: Auto Accident Attorneys discuss what you need to do right 

after you are involved in an auto accident.  
 
 

10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 

Date Aired: January 22, 2017 
Length: :44 
Summary: More developing news tonight  --- right here in West Michigan. 

 One person rushed to the hospital after a fire breaks out at a 
gas station in Kalamazoo.  The Police Chief for Kalamazoo 
Public Safety tells me the victim is in serious condition tonight 
after they backed into a gas pump - causing their vehicle to 
catch on fire.  Here's a look at the scene ---  
This is at the at the Speedway on South Westnedge Avenue 
between Denway Drive and Parker Avenue.  Police say after the 
car became taken over by flames --- the driver jumped out and 
was on fire.  First responders immediately began performing 
CPR and then rushed them to the hospital.  The identity of the 
victim has not been released. 

 
 

11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 

Date Aired: February 1, 2017 
Length: :52 
Summary: We're just days away from this weekend's super bowl. 

And if you're lucky enough to head to Houston for it--officials 
have a simple message for you...  
Have fun, but be aware.   Thousands of fans are flocking to 
Houston ahead of the big game between the Atlanta falcons and 
the New England patriots.  N-f-l officials say they have hired 4-
thousand private security and crowd management personnel to 
help secure the game... Which has been designated as a tier 1 
national security event.   Law officials say while there is no 
known threat... They are asking for the public's help in keeping 
the game, and all events leading up to it, safe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: February 2, 2017 
Length: 4:32 
Summary: In the cold month of February, we all welcome having a nice 

warm home. Unfortunately, for some families, that can mean a 
struggle to pay heating bills. This month, Consumers Energy is 
partnering with local community agencies to organize more 
than thirty Walk for Warmth events across West Michigan to 
raise more than $365,000 in direct heating assistance. Veronica 
and Roger joined eightWest to talk more about this important 
project. 

 
 

13. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 

Date Aired: February 2, 2017 
Length: :40 
Summary: Police in East Grand Rapids are warning about a suspicious man 

who they say tried getting kids into his van.  East Grand Rapids 
public safety department says it happened yesterday afternoon. 
 An unknown man attempted to lure two children into his van 
in the area of Woodcliff Drive and Maplewood.  The two 
children ran away.   East Grand Rapids public schools is aware 
of the incident and a notice is expected to be sent to parents. 
Anyone with information should call police.  Live in studio 
control, Sarah Hurwitz, 24 hour news 8. 

 
 
14. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: February 19, 2017 
Length: :41 
Summary: It was a beautiful day outside this weekend, but a bad day to go 

ice fishing.  A man had to be rescued after he fell through the 
ice.  This was the scene at Reed's lake this afternoon.  His 
shanty sank into the lake.   It happened around 12-30 this 
afternoon.  East Grand Rapids public safety was able to quickly 
get the man out of the water.   Public Safety says the man 
suffered from the beginning stages of hypothermia.  He was 
taken to a local hospital  and is expected to be okay.  Public 
Safety officials are warning people to stay off the ice-- 
Here's a handy guide from the michigan D-N-R on whether ice 
is safe...You shouldn't walk on the ice when it's less than 4 
inches thick.  When these temperatures get this warm--a good 
tip...is to just stay off. 

 
 



15. Program: Mind your Meds PSA 
Date Aired: March 3, 2017 – March 31, 2017 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from Partnership for Drug-Free 

Kids. Mind your prescription medicines, because your children 
could start abusing them. 

 
 
16. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: March 6, 2017 
Length: 1:08 
Summary: Target 8 has learned there were concerns about a girl's safety 

*before* she died from carbon monoxide poisoning in Calhoun 
County.   Target 8 investigator Susan Samples discovered the 
state received complaints about the safety of the girls' housing. 
The 11 year old girl and a man and woman were found 
unconscious last Thursday in a building in Springfield... that's 
west of Battle Creek.  The family had apparently been staying 
there - an old upholstery shop according to a sign....  
The Calhoun County Sheriff's Department said the building had 
no power and the family was using a generator inside it.. 
The girl died from carbon monoxide poisoning - the man and 
woman are still in critical condition.  A state watchdog will 
investigate if Children's Protective Services could have done 
more to keep the 11 year old safe.  Whenever a child dies who's 
had recent contact with CPS - the Office of Children's 
Ombudsman is notified and investigates. I'm told that at least 
one of the tipsters to CPS was concerned about the way the 
family was heating its home.  I'm Target 8 investigator Susan 
Samples and I'll let you know what that watchdog determines.  

 
 
17. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: March 30, 2017 
Length: 5:15 
Summary: Segment with Consumers Energy and the American Red Cross 

about their Lifesaver Awards.  
 
 


