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WOOD TV8 Quarterly Issues Report 
April – June 2015 

 

PROGRAM DAY  TIME 
• 24 Hour News 8  Daybreak Monday – Friday 4:30 - 7 A.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at Noon Monday – Friday 12 - 1 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 5 Monday – Friday 5 - 5:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 5:30 Monday – Friday 5:30 - 6 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Monday – Friday 6 - 6:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at Daybreak  Saturday and Sunday 6 – 8 A.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Saturday and Sunday 6 – 7 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 11 Monday – Friday 11 - 11:35 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 11 Saturday and Sunday 11 - 11:30 P.M. 
• eightWest Monday – Friday 11 A.M. – 12 NOON 

  
Each program previously listed is a locally produced news programs presenting 
a mix of news, weather, sports and community issue related feature reports.  
Community issue segments usually have duration of one- to one-and-a-half 
minutes, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
Connecting with Community continues to produce content driven PSA’s topical 
to community needs and issues raised from our news department.  Each month, 
a series of thirty second spots rotate on WOOD/WOTV/WXSP tagged with our 
Community Partners.  
 
“eightWest” is a locally produced daily one hour program featuring everything 
West Michigan. 
 
WOOD TV8 is simulcast in it entirely on WOGC-CA, Grand Rapids, MI.   
 
• NBC Nightly News  Monday – Friday 6:30 - 7 P.M. 
 
This is an NBC produced news program featuring news, information and 
perspectives on the daily events of the nation and the world.  The program also 
features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  These special 
issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 
 
• TODAY Monday – Friday 7 - 11 A.M. 
• TODAY  Saturday 8 - 10 A.M. 
• TODAY Sunday 8 - 9 A.M. 
 
This NBC produced news program features news, interviews, weather and 
information segments and feature reports on issues and concerns of the 
American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to four 



minutes long. 
 
• Dateline NBC Friday 9 - 11 P.M. 
 
This NBC produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or 
entertainment oriented reports in each week's program.  Many of these reports 
are investigative stories on controversial concerns of the nation.  Each report 
averages ten to twelve minutes long. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Educational Issues 
 
Including recognition of outstanding programs, learning styles, schools and 
teaching. 

 
 
1. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: April 2, 2015 
Length: 2:05 
Summary: Profile of local schools reading efforts during March is Reading 

Month  
 

 
2. Program: "Invest in Education" PSA 
Date Aired: April 6, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the United Negro College  

Fund. A mind is a terrible thing to waste, and you can invest in 
our kids future with college scholarships. 

 
 
3. Program: "Puppy" PSA 
Date Aired: April 6, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from Best Friends.org. Adopt your 

pets from a shelter and not a puppy mill. 
 

 
4. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 7, 2015 
Length: :30 
Summary: New this morning... Davenport University has started a College 

of Urban Education in a partnership with Grand Rapids Public 
Schools.  Right now,  28 teachers are taking classes at 
Innovation Central High School... AND AFTER THEY COMPLETE 
THE PROGRAM, will receive a master's degree in urban 
education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: April 7, 2015 
Length: :21 
Summary: Starbucks announced Monday that the company will offer their 

employees four year's of tuition at Arizona State University's 
online program.  All employee's are eligible as long as they 
don't already have a four year degree.  Starbucks says the 
tuition reimbursement program is aimed at helping its staff, 
particularly underprivileged young workers, afford the 
education they need to succeed. 

 
 
6. Program: "Nature Explore" PSA 
Date Aired: April 8, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Arbor Day Foundation. 

Kids growing minds and bodies grow better when they are 
connected with nature. 

 

 
7. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 10, 2015 
Length: 2:08 
Summary: This week’s Connecting with Community Award focuses on a 

quality early learning education. Two out of ten children living 
in this neighborhood, do not have access to quality preschool. 
That was really the reason behind our coming together our 
collaborative, to form and begin to address the issue of making 
sure that every child in our targeted neighborhood have access 
to quality preschool programs. 

 
 
8. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: April 13, 2015 
Length: 2:08 
Summary: This week’s Connecting with Community Award focuses on a 

quality early learning education. Two out of ten children living 
in this neighborhood, do not have access to quality preschool. 
That was really the reason behind our coming together our 
collaborative, to form and begin to address the issue of making 
sure that every child in our targeted neighborhood have access 
to quality preschool programs. 

  
 



 
9. Program: "A Diploma is Forever" PSA 
Date Aired: April 13, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Hispanic Scholarship 

Fund. One out of every four kids is Hispanic, and the Hispanic 
Scholarship   Fund is here to help them pay for college. 

 
 
10. Program: eightwest 
Date Aired: April 21, 2015 
Length: 5:21 
Summary: Preview of SLD Read event called “Bringing Literacy to Life” SLD 

Read helps kids and adults with dyslexia and other learning 
disabilities  

 

 
11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 27, 2015 
Length: :42 
Summary: It's believed to be the biggest shutdown in the history of higher 

education.  Corinthian Colleges Inc. has announced it’s closing 
its remaining 28 for-profit schools effective immediately, 
essentially kicking some 16-thousand students out of school. 
Those schools include Heald College, Everest, and Wyo-tech. 
The school said in an email to students it is working with other 
schools to provide continuing educational opportunities. The 
announcement comes a couple of weeks after the U.S. 
Education Department said it was fining Corinthian 30-million 
dollars for misrepresented job placement data, altered grades, 
and attendance records.  The Education Department says it will 
help the stranded students review their options, and possibly 
forgive some of their loans.   

 

 
12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: April 28, 2015 
Length: :24 
Summary: Looking ahead this week - the First Lady is making a stop in 

Michigan.  First Lady Michelle Obama will speak to students 
during a citywide 'college signing day' in Detroit.  According to 
the White House, more than 15-hundred kids from more than 
40-high schools will participate in Friday's rally at Wayne State 
University.  She is expected to highlight the importance of 
students pursuing and completing some form of higher 



education. 
 
 
13. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 1, 2015 
Length: :26 
Summary: It's a day many high school students have been waiting for...it's 

"college decision day."  The annual event coincides with the 
date that most seniors must inform a college of their 
enrollment decision.  The goal is to celebrate all seniors going 
to college while encouraging young students and families to 
prepare early for postsecondary education.  More than 100 high 
schools across Michigan and hundreds across the nation will be 
participating in college decision day. 

 

 
14. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 6, 2015 
Length: 6:50 
Summary: Profile of community college students who won the GRCC 

Armen Awards. The winning students documented the lives of 
Hospice patients.  

 
 
15. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: May 8, 2015 
Length: :20 
Summary: Davenport University announced a 25 million dollar fundraising 

campaign today --- It is 2 years into a five year campaign to 
expand areas of the college.  The plans include a new three-
story college of business facility and more investment in its 
college of Urban Education.  The University's President told us 
today they've already raised half the money they need. 

 
 
16. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: May 12, 2015 
Length: :16 
Summary: Kalamazoo Public Schools is also looking to hire for the next 

school year.  Some of the available jobs include elementary and 
secondary teachers, special education personnel, and support 
staff.  The job fair is happening from four until six today at the 
west main professional development center. 

 
 



 
17. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 15, 2015 
Length: :24 
Summary: A new report out shows fewer students are being bullied at 

school.  The Education Department says survey results find  
that 22 percent of students age 12 to 18 say they were bullied 
in 2013.  That's down 6-percentage points from two years 
earlier... marking the lowest level since the center started 
surveying students in 2005.  Those who are bullied are more 
likely to be girls than boys and more likely to be white than 
minority students. 

 
 
18. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: May 18, 2015 
Length: :22 
Summary: Muskegon County is trying to offer every student -- whether 

they go to public or private school -- a college education.  The 
plan is...if a student has a 3-point-5 g-p-a and lives in Muskegon 
County I-S-D's boundaries -- they would get a scholarship to go 
to Muskegon Community College or Baker College for an 
Associates degree.  But, as 24 Hour News 8's Dani Carlson, they 
are hitting some road blocks. 

 

 
19. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 26, 2015 
Length: 4:55 
Summary: The Grand Rapids Public Library discusses their summer 

reading program 
 
 
20. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 26, 2015 
Length: 6:22 
Summary: Profile on The Ecology School, a new educational experience for 

10th grade students in Grand Rapids, that’s similar to a study 
abroad program but it’s local.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
21. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 29, 2015 
Length: :21 
Summary: Today, you can get into John Ball Zoo for just five-dollars and 

29-cents, in honor of save for Education Day.  The zoo is 
partnering with Edward Jones to highlight the importance of 
saving for college, and the 5-29 savings plan.  The discounted 
admission is available from one until six today with a valid 
coupon--you can print that off online.  We have all of the details 
at wood tv dot com. 

 
 
22. Program: "We Are the Wild" PSA 
Date Aired: June 2, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Wilderness Society. We 

need the wilderness. We need to protect it and preserve it for 
us and our children. 

 
 
23. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: June 4, 2015 
Length: :21 
Summary: A law is now in place here in our state allowing unhealthy 

snacks to be sold at school bake sales again.  Last year - certain 
foods became off limits when Michigan's education department 
decided against allowing exemptions to new federal nutritional 
standards.  Governor Snyder signed a law yesterday allowing 
schools to host at least two fundraisers a week that don't meet 
the guidelines. 

 
 
24. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 8, 2015 
Length: 6:00 
Summary: Profile of the Michigan Education Trust Scholarship, which is 

awarded to a teenager  student in the foster care system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
25. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: June 17, 2015 
Length: :20 
Summary: 'Michigan Operation Lifesaver' has been handed an 84-hundred 

dollar grant to use towards rail crossing safety education. It's 
part of an ongoing 'see tracks, think train' public awareness 
campaign.  The state program will use the funding to spread 
the safety messages to billboards, movie theater ads, displays 
for public education and large events. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Health & Fitness Issues 

 
Focusing on methods of illness prevention and education people in order to 
encourage and promote maintenance of good health. 
 
 
1. Program: "Feeding Hope" PSA 
Date Aired: April 3, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the National Eating 

Disorders Association. Eating disorders don’t discriminate and 
30 million Americans will suffer. There are resources available 
to help you get on the road to recovery 

 
 
2. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 3, 2015 
Length: :39 
Summary: According to the National Institute of Mental Health, ADHD is 

one of the most common childhood brain disorders. That's 
leading to a lot of concern,,, because Pediatric guidelines call 
for the use of behavioral therapy *first.... because the long term 
impacts of medications is unknown.  That's not happening.. 
because data from the 'National survey of children with special 
health care needs' shows nearly half of all pre-school aged 
children with A-D-H-D are only on medication. 

 
 
3. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: April 6, 2015 
Length: :17 
Summary: In your health this morning--an alert for breastfeeding mothers. 

Findings of a new study by nationwide children's hospital show 
buying breast milk online could be dangerous.  The online 
market is largely unregulated, at milk that looks good in an 
advertisement may be harmful to babies.  Erika Edwards has 
the story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 8, 2015 
Length: :62 
Summary: Most know a can of pop isn’t exactly good for you, but it sure is 

hard to give up.  The health benefits are numerous for those 
who can put down the fizzy drinks.  Mary Maloney takes a look 
at some ways to make it a bit easier.  

 
 
5. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 6, 2015 
Length: 1:19 
Summary: Later on today, President Obama and the First Lady will host 

the 137th annual Easter Egg Roll.  This year's theme is in 
celebration of the First Lady's "Let's Move" campaign and will 
feature sports and fitness zones, cooking demonstrations, and 
Easter classics such as the egg roll and egg hunt, in addition to 
live music and storytelling.  

 
 
6. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: April 20, 2015 
Length: :30 
Summary: New this morning......Grand Rapids made the list of most 

fitness-friendly cities in America.  Data was collected over 360 
of the largest metropolitan areas in the country and judged 
based on three separate categories that affect fitness: People, 
Places, and location to fast food restaurants.  Out of the nation 
as a whole, Grand Rapids ranked 25th. 

 
 
7. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 23, 2015 
Length: 4:15 
Summary: Doctor from Spectrum Health Medical Group discusses their 

fracture clinic and when it should be used if your child is 
injured.  

 
 
8. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 23, 2015 
Length: 3:55 
Summary: Preview of family blood drive. 3 members of one family suffer 

from the same blood disorder and are holding a blood drive to 
bring awareness about the continued need for blood.  

 



 
9. Program: eightwest 
Date Aired: April 23, 2015 
Length: 4:13 
Summary: Preview of the Kent County Girls on the Run event, that 

encourages young girls to pick up the sport or running or just 
get moving.  

 
 
10. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 24, 2015 
Length: 5:04 
Summary: Interview with doctor from the bariatric program at Mercy 

Health about joint and other orthopaedic issues due to obesity  
 
 
11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 24, 2015 
Length: 2:06 
Summary: This week’s Connecting with Community Award focuses on 

caregivers. This collaboration of now 160 organizations in the 
community that support family & professional caregivers, was 
established in 2001. The Caregiver Resource Network formed 
and grew basically because of an identified need of family 
caregivers. 

 
 
12. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 29, 2015 
Length: 5:35 
Summary: Interview with dentist, Dr. Lambert, about his teeth-whitening 

program and how his team can help you with cosmetic  repairs to 
your teeth.  

 
 
13. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 30, 2015 
Length: 6:05 

Summary: Profile of Kirk Cousins, NFL quarterback, who uses programs set 
up by Neurocore to help him with his attention and concentration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



14. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 1, 2015 
Length: 6:01 
Summary: Doctor from Spectrum Health Medical Group talks about how they 

help women who suffer from urinary incontinence.  
 
 
15. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: May 1, 2015 
Length: :30 

Summary: A new study over the course of decade shows you can improve 
your health by cutting out just one sugary drink per day.  
Researchers tracked more than 25-thousand men and woman 
for 11 years, and found that their risk of developing type two 
diabetes increased with each daily serving of sugary beverages. 
Researchers estimate that replacing one of those daily 
beverages with water, coffee or unsweetened tea, could lower 
the risk of diabetes by 14-25 percent.  Substituting with 
artificially sweetened drinks did not provide the same 
protection. 

 
 
16. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: May 4, 2015 
Length: :16 
Summary: More than 8-thousand 800-people ran the marathon, half 

marathon, 10K and 5K in the annual Borgess "Run for the 
Health of it" event yesterday.  Temps were reaching 80 degrees 
around noon.  Organizers had a plan in place to deal with heat 
exhaustion.. but said there were no major issues.  

 
 
17. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 4, 2015 
Length: 4:50 
Summary: Doctor from Spectrum Health Medical Group discusses treatments 

for shoulder pain and ways to prevent it in the first place.  
 
 

18. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 5, 2015 
Length: 5:26 
Summary: Pennock Hospital discusses their Family Birthing Center and 

dispelling myths about midwives.  
 



 
19. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 6, 2015 
Length: 1:36 
Summary: How would you feel about seeing your doctor with a dozen 

other patients, facing the same health conditions as you?  
That’s what some hospitals and doctor’s offices are doing.  The 
“shared medical appointments” are part support group, part 
education.  

 
 
20. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 7, 2015 
Length: 4:13 
Summary: Doctor from Spectrum Health Medical Group discusses stroke 

warning signs and promotes their free stroke clinic.  
 
 
21. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: May 8, 2015 
Length: 2:11 
Summary: This week we present you with the last of our Connecting with 

Community Award Finalists. This one is all about horses and 
healing. Non-traditional psychotherapy at horse stables with 
rescued race horses also healing.   

 
 
22. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 8, 2015 
Length: 5:18 
Summary: Doctor from Spectrum Health Medical Group discusses hip and 

knee problems that can get worse during running, preview to 
the Fifth Third RiverBank Run.  

 
 
23. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 11, 2015 
Length: 2:11 
Summary: This week we present you with the last of our Connecting with 

Community Award Finalists. This one is all about horses and 
healing. Non-traditional psychotherapy at horse stables with 
rescued race horses also healing.   

 
 
 
 



24. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 12, 2015 
Length: 1:12 
Summary: Up next, we're taking a look at the wearable devices and 

checking to see if they really improve your health.  Wearable 
technology is the hottest trend for getting fit.  But just how 
reliable is it?  Adrienne Pedersen is finding out if your fitness 
tracker is really helping you meet those health goals. Neither 
fitbit nor nike responded to questions about accuracy behind 
the technology.  According to a study by endeavor partners - 
more than half of the people who bought an activity tracker 
don't use it any more... And a third of those ditched the gadget 
after only a few months!  

 
 

25. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 12, 2015 
Length: 7:35 
Summary: Profile of local man who was helped by the Guiding Light 

Mission, after suffering from drug and alcohol abuse.  
 
 

26. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 14, 2015 
Length: 43:00 
Summary: Entire show on the newly signed Dense Breast bill – how it will 

help women, what the medical community says, what women 
need to know when they get their next mammograms.  

 
 
27. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: May 14, 2015 
Length: 2:15 
Summary: We have a story of a West Michigan woman who wishes she 

would have had access to her numbers sooner. After seventeen 
mammograms... she found out that she had cancer. 

 
 

28. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 19, 2015 
Length: 4:58 
Summary: Our WOTV crew member, Michele Fife discusses natural 

remedies for spring allergies  
 
 



29. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 20, 2015 
Length: 8:58 
Summary: Story about why women run, they tell us their stories – followed 

by segment with our WOTV crew member, Margaux Drake, on 
what you can do to restore fluids and nutrients to your body 
after a workout.  

 
 
30. Program: "Awkward" PSA 
Date Aired: May 21, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 

Summary: Public service announcement from Partnership for Drug-Free 
Kids. Most people don’t know what to say about drugs but 
there are resources to help you learn what to say. 

 
 
31. Program: "Optimism" PSA 
Date Aired: May 21, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the American Parkinson 

Disease Association. Parkinson effects 1 million Americans, yet 
there is no cure. Together we can ease the burden and find a 
cure. 

 
 

32. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 22, 2015 
Length: 6:52 
Summary: Kent County Health Department discusses the tick prevention, 

symptoms and how to avoid getting ticks.  
 
 

33. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 15, 2015 
Length: 6:06 
Summary: Doctor from Spectrum Health Medical Group discusses varicose 

veins and the treatments for them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



34. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: June 22, 2015 
Length: :56 
Summary: This morning about two dozen teenagers started a week long G-

R-P-D Youth Police Academy.  The program is for 17 and 18 
year olds from in and around Grand Rapids.  The academy is a 
week long program where students get hands on experience 
showing what its like to be an officer.  They will learn about 
Physical Fitness, investigations, defensive tactics, interview 
skills and will spend time on the gun range.  The youth 
academy is part of the department's "grow your own" 
recruitment strategy. 



 
Community & Volunteer Efforts 

 
Programs aimed at highlighting efforts of individual volunteers or volunteer 
organizations in West Michigan in hopes of encouraging more people to share 
their time and talents with those in need. Community efforts and campaigns are 
also included. 
 
 
 
1. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 1, 2015 
Length: 11:16 
Summary: Profile of Guiding light Mission’s efforts to help men in 

recovery, focus on one gentlemen in particular then had in-
studio interview about program.  

 
 
2. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 1, 2015 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Profile of WAR, Women at Risk Int’l – local organization that 

helps women who are victims of sex trafficking  
 
 
3. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 3, 2015 
Length: 3:35 
Summary: Profile of the Trust Legacy, association nominated for a 

Connecting with Community Award  
 
 
4. Program: 24 Hour News 8 Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 4, 2015 
Length: 2:09 
Summary: This week’s Connecting with Community Award focuses on an 

inner city organization. When you walk into Lifequest, it's a 
unique blend of a gathering for men, spiritual worship and a 
hoop church. This collaborative effort working with non-profit 
organizations, churches, ministries in the city, really work 
collectively to serve an often neglected population, African 
American males. 

 
 
 
 



5. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 6, 2015 
Length: 7:44  
Summary: Preview of DisArts - The festival has been in the works for over 

two years, and includes many local organizations, including 
the city government, disability advocates of Kent County, 
Ferris State University, and others. 

 
 
6. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 6, 2015 
Length: 8:00 
Summary: Profile of the sustainability efforts of the Gazelle Girl Half 

Marathon.  
 
 
7. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 7, 2015 
Length: 5:15 
Summary: Preview of the Fifth Third Riverbank Run and their need for 

volunteers to help make the event possible.  
 
 
8. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 8, 2015 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Profile of a charity partner of the Gazelle Girl half Marathon – 

the YWCA  
 
 
9. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 8, 2015 
Length: 7:07 
Summary: Profile of CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) that help 

children through the Family Court system. They’re in need of 
volunteers for their program.  

 
 
10. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 8, 2015 
Length: 3:09 
Summary: Profile of Lifequest Ministries, an organization nominated for a 

Connecting with Community Award.  
 
 
 



11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 9, 2015 
Length: :52 
Summary: Now at five, we are breaking details about a new unit within 

the Grand Rapids Police Department -- that's all about 
improving relations with the people they serve.  It's called the 
Community Relations Bureau. 

  
 
12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 9, 2015 
Length: 1:25 
Summary: They're out there....The next door neighbor -- the person who 

cuts your hair or works at the local factory.  Some of them are 
unsung heroes who volunteer for jobs that make a real 
difference - sometimes a life saving difference - in their 
communities. 

 
 
13. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 10, 2015 
Length: :19 
Summary: The city of Otsego was given more than 66-hundred dollars by 

the "Michigan Department of Community Health's Oral Health 
Program."  Michigan continues to be a leader in community 
water fluoridation with 90 percent of our population on 
community water systems having access to fluoridated 
drinking water.  In all, 48-thousand dollars was given in grants. 

 
 
14. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 11, 2015 
Length: :47 
Summary: Starting this morning--- I-R-S tax preparers and local 

accounting college students will be joined by community 
volunteers to provide free tax preparation services for low-
income families.  24 hour news 8's Koco McAboy joins us live 
in studio this morning to tell us more about the event.  

 
 
15. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 13, 2015 
Length: 3:30 
Summary: Profile of the Early Learning Collaborative, a preschool service 

system that targets specific GR neighborhoods…nominated for 
a Connecting with Community Award. 



 
16. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 13, 2015 
Length: 5:15 
Summary: Davenport University helping low income residents with last-

minute tax help  
 
 
17. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 16, 2015 
Length: 5:09 
Summary: Profile of new program to help students in the Grand Rapids 

Public Schools get meals during the summer. Local 
organization, Will Play for Food is organizing.  

 
 
18. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 17, 2015 
Length: 7:15 
Summary: Interview with Diane Rosenfeld,  Harvard Law professor in 

Grand Rapids to talk about sexual assaults on college 
campuses.  

 
 
19. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: April 17, 2015 
Length: 4:53 
Summary: Profile of Goodwill of Greater Grand Rapids events for Earth 

Day  
 
 
20. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 20, 2015 
Length: 5:01 
Summary: Preview of LiveArts – an event coordinated by the GR 

Symphony combining their efforts with the Grand Rapids 
Ballet, Broadway Grand Rapids and Opera Grand Rapids  

 
 
21. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 20, 2015 
Length: 2:46 
Summary: Profile of WEAVE, an organization up for a Connecting with 

Community Award. WEAVE is a collaboration between give 
different organizations that helps those who have been 
sexually assaulted. 



 
 
22. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 21, 2015 
Length: 6:22 
Summary: Preview of the Climate Ride, that helps to fight homelessness 

and encouraging everyone to lead a healthy life.  
 
 

23. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: April 21, 2015 
Length: 5:36 
Summary: Preview of the Babies Welfare Guild fundraising event that 

helps Camp Blodgett  
 
 
24. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 23, 2015 
Length: 1:37 
Summary: Rehearsals with the Grand Rapids Symphony, Grand Rapids 

Ballet, Opera Grand Rapids and Broadway Grand Rapids are 
coming together for the first time for LiveArts at the VanAndel 
Arena. 

 
 
25. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 24, 2015 
Length: 1:30 
Summary: Live Arts goes live with Grand Rapids Symphony, Grand 

Rapids Ballet, Opera Grand Rapids and Broadway Grand 
Rapids for the first time at the VanAndel Arena. Hundreds of 
area students are also part of the performance. 

 
 
26. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 26, 2015 
Length: :39 
Summary: And if you're in the mood to give back today---there's one 

group who could use your help.  The Howard Christensen 
Nature Center in Kent City will be holding an "Arbor day- 
volunteer day" event.  Organizers say there are several projects 
at the nature center that need to be completed by summer and 
they need some help.  If you're interested in volunteering, stop 
by anytime between ten this morning and 3 o'clock this 
afternoon. 



 
 

27. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: April 27, 2015 
Length: 6:08 
Summary: Preview to the Knock Out Cancer event that raises money for 

Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.  
 
 

28. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: April 30, 2015 
Length: 10:23 
Summary: Preview of the annual Bengali New Years Celebration which 

includes food, dancing and music.  
 
 
29. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: May 1, 2015 
Length: 2:20 
Summary: This week's Connecting with Community Award finalist offers 

teddy bears and backpacks from an unlikely source for kids in 
our community. Inmates at Brooks Correctional Facility in 
Muskegon.  

 
 
30. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 5, 2015 
Length: 2:20 
Summary: This week's Connecting with Community Award finalist offers 

teddy bears and backpacks from an unlikely source for kids in 
our community. Inmates at Brooks Correctional Facility in 
Muskegon.  

 
 

31. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 5, 2015 
Length: 5:45 
Summary: Preview of the Jewish Film Festival in Grand Rapids  

 
 

32. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 5, 2015 
Length: 4:55 
Summary: Preview of the “300 cars for Good” Local Toyota dealer raising 

money for Kids’ Food Basket, which provides meals for kids.  



 
 
33. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: May 7, 2015 
Length: 1:30 
Summary: A familiar face will be leaving the stage of the DeVos 

Performance Hall.  After sixteen years directing the Grand 
Rapids Symphony, David Lockington will be stepping down 
after this weekend's symphony concerts.  

 
 
34. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: May 7, 2015 
Length: 1:30 
Summary: A familiar face will be leaving the stage of the DeVos 

Performance Hall.  After sixteen years directing the Grand 
Rapids Symphony, David Lockington will be stepping down 
after this weekend's symphony concerts.  

 
 
35. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 7, 2015 
Length: 11:12 
Summary: Profile of a new sex trafficking program in West Michigan that 

helps young women who have been trafficked.  
 
 

36. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 15, 2015 
Length: 7:15 
Summary: Profile of the Connecting with Community Award winner, 

profile package and in-studio interview.  
 
 
37. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: May 15, 2015 
Length: 2:10 
Summary: The winner of the Connecting with Community Award was 

announced at a celebration at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Museum. Over 150 guests celebrated each of the 8 finalists. 
The winner: Early Learning Neighborhood Collaborative, which 
provides free preschool education for underserved children in 
targeted areas of Grand Rapids.  

 
 



38. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 18, 2015 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Social Sizzle story on the Deaf Pride Games in Ionia.  

 
 

39. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 20, 2015 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Social Sizzle on the GR Drive (Basketball team) and their 

involvement with Ionia IDS’s Drive to Live effort for young 
drivers.  

 
 
40. Program: "Recycle" PSA 
Date Aired: May 21, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Ad Council/ 

IwantToBeRecycled.org. Give your garbage another life and 
recycle. Keep America beautiful. 

 
 
41. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: May 29, 2015 
Length: 2:10 
Summary: For thousands of families the organization "Wings of Mercy" 

has proven to be invaluable at a critical time in life.  The non-
profit uses volunteer pilots to fly people suffering from an 
illness to the best care possible in hospitals throughout most 
of the country.  Tonight, we're learning instead of always flying 
people elsewhere -- they're now busy bringing people *to* West 
Michigan. 

 
 
42. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: June 2, 2015 
Length: :11 
Summary: This afternoon the red cross held an open house for 

volunteers. They are always looking for more help. To find out 
how to volunteer and how to donate... head to our website at 
wood tv dot com.  

 
 
 
 



43. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 3, 2015 
Length: 11:15 
Summary: Preview of Festival of the Arts, the largest volunteer run art 

festival – includes music and food for our preview.  
 
 
44. Program: "Let’s Go To Bat for Kids" PSA 

Date Aired: June 8, 2015 – June 30, 2015 

Length: :30 

Summary: Public service announcement from the Catholic Charities West 
Michigan. Support the Catholic Charities West Michigan and 
the work they do in our community like feeding those in need 
at God’s Kitchen. 

 
 

45. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 10, 2015 
Length: 5:59 
Summary: Profile of the Guiding Light Mission’s new program to help men 

in their programs, as well as other men in the community find 
work.  

 
 

46. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 11, 2015 
Length: 4:44 
Summary: Profile on the Kent  County Parks Foundation, a look at what 

they do, how they help the parks and raise money.  
 
 

47. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 15, 2015 
Length: 6:01 
Summary: Preview to an event called “Walk for the Challenged” that raises 

money and awareness for Lori’s Voice. The organization helps 
children get access to wheelchairs.  

 
 

48. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 15, 2015 
Length: 7:37 
Summary: Preview to the Grand River Water Festival. An annual event that 

raises awareness of the Grand River Watershed.   



  
 

49. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 22, 2015 
Length: 5:00 
Summary: Preview to the Meijer Classic LPGA Tournament, calling for 

volunteers and telling people about community events  
 
 

50. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: June 22, 2015 
Length: 5:13 
Summary: Preview of the annual “Let’s go to bat for kids” event that raises 

money for the Catholic Charities of West Michigan.  
 



 
Safety 

 
Programs that promote safety in homes and for families in West Michigan 
communities. 
 
 
 

1. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 

Date Aired: April 2, 2015 
Length: :53 
Summary: The American Hockey League uses C-C-M and Reebok helmets. 

The ratings are based on their ability to reduce concussion risk. 
The Griffins say they've made major equipment upgrades over 
the past three years and are constantly clued in to new safety 
standards.  We spoke to the athletic trainer and the equipment 
manager to get their reaction to the newly released study.  

 
 
2. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 2, 2015 
Length: :35 
Summary: Last fall --our Target 8 investigators polled more than 120 West 

Michigan football teams to find out which helmets their players 
were wearing on the field and how they stacked up in the safety 
rating system.  More than 20 of the area schools used at least 
one *3 star* helmet, or lower.  We'll have to wait and see what 
these new safety ratings mean for hockey helmets in the 
coming years, as the findings are worse than they were for the 
football helmets. 

 
 
3. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: April 2, 2015 
Length: :51 
Summary: The U-S Department of Transportation is kicking off a new 

campaign aimed at reducing distracted driving accidents. From 
April 10th to April 15th, state and local law enforcement 
agencies will be extra vigilant about enforcing anti-texting laws. 
Based on government reports, distracted driving, especially 
among young drivers, has become one of the biggest safety 
risks on our roads.  

 
 
 



4. Program: "Out of the Shadows" PSA 
Date Aired: April 3, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Department of Human 

Services’ Blue Campaign. We need to have one voice and one 
mission to help end human trafficking 

 
 

5. Program: "At Ease" PSA 

Date Aired: April 6, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Wounded Warrior 

Project. It’s our duty to thank you by bringing you home and 
safe with life-long programs. 

 
 

6. Program: "Help Nepal Now" PSA 

Date Aired: April 6, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from UNICEF United States Fund. 

Help in the relief from the deadly earthquakes in Nepal by 
supporting UNICEF. 

 
 

7. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 

Date Aired: April 14, 2015 
Length: :55 
Summary: Grand Rapids is looking for feedback about how to make its 

streets safer for bicyclists.  It is conducting an online survey 
that will help shape a campaign to decrease the number of 
crashes involving bicycles and cars. The survey, which takes 
between 10 and 15 minutes, is open until April 29th. The 
survey is part of a three-year bicycle safety education project, 
which is funded by a 485-thousand dollar federal grant and a 
local match.  On News 8 at 5 -- we talked about the survey with 
Suzanne Schulz - the city's planning director.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 

Date Aired: April 14, 2015 
Length: 2:12 
Summary: This week’s Connecting with Community Award focuses on 

keeping a segment of our population safe from sexual assault. 
WEAVE is actually a collaboration with five different 
organizations. The YWCA, we are the provider of sexual assault 
services and then four disability providers; MOKA, Threshholds, 
Spectrum Community Services and Hope Network.  

 
 
9. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: April 20, 2015 
Length: 2:12 
Summary: This week’s Connecting with Community Award focuses on 

keeping a segment of our population safe from sexual assault. 
WEAVE is actually a collaboration with five different 
organizations. The YWCA, we are the provider of sexual assault 
services and then four disability providers; MOKA, Threshholds, 
Spectrum Community Services and Hope Network. 

 
 

10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 

Date Aired: April 30, 2015 
Length: :54 
Summary: It’s not the News Ford was looking for... 4 recalls of ford 

vehicles this week alone.   And the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration has taken the unusual step of issuing its 
own statement – urging Ford owners to get these recalled 
vehicles in for repair as soon as possible. HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
SAFETY ADMINISTRATION HAS TAKEN THE UNUSUAL STEP OF 
ISSUING ITS OWN STATEMENT... URGING FORD OWNERS TO 
GET THESE RECALLED VEHICLES IN FOR REPAIR AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

 
 

11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 

Date Aired: May 4, 2015 
Length: 1:48 
Summary: Today is melanoma monday--a day the american academy of 

dermatology is using to raise awareness for skin cancer. As 
summer quickly approaches, doctors are urging everyone to be 
sure and put on sunscreen--and be sure not to miss your back.  
NBC's Erika Edwards explains why. 

 



 
12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: May 17, 2015 
Length: :24 
Summary: Tomorrow is Seat Belt Safety Awareness day in Michigan, and 

law enforcement will be stepping up their efforts to keep us all 
safe.  Seat belt use in Michigan has dropped from its all time 
high of 98 to 93 percent in recent years --- And police say that 
10 lives are saved for every 1 percentage point in those 
numbers.  The Michigan State Police will be enforcing seat belt 
laws as a part of the Click It Or Ticket campaign in all 83 
counties. 

 
 
13. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 18, 2015 
Length: :31 
Summary: The US Coast Guard is working to raise awareness on the 

importance of safety on the water by kicking off National Safe 
Boating week.  This annual observance runs until Friday, and 
promotes safe and responsible boating.  Officials remind 
boaters to wear life jackets at all times while on the water. 
They're also offering tips through a new app for your smart 
phone --- It allows you to find the nearest buoy, check your 
safety equipment, report  suspicious activity, and file a float 
plan.   For links and more information on the app, head over to 
wood tv dot com right now.  

 
 

14. Program: "Pool Safety" PSA 

Date Aired: May 26, 2015 – June 30, 2015 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the US Consumer Product 

Safety Commission. Drownings are the number one accidental 
death for children. Take steps to prevent this by teaching your 
kids to swim, using fences and keeping them under supervision 
in a pool. 

 
 
15. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 29, 2015 
Length: 5:44 
Summary: Rachael goes along with a West Michigan boat safety instructor 

about water safety along our lakes and rivers.  
 



 
16. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: June 2, 2015 
Length: :16 
Summary: Officers in east grand rapids will join the growing list of 

officers wearing body cameras.  Last night the city commission 
approved a budget for the next year.  It includes money for new 
body cameras for the department of public safety.  This is the 
first time they will wear the cameras.  

 
 
17. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: June 16, 2015 
Length: :36 
Summary: New this morning.  'Michigan Operation Lifesaver' has been 

handed an 84-hundred dollar grant to use towards rail crossing 
safety education.   It's part of an ongoing 'see tracks, think 
train' public awareness campaign.  The state program will use 
the funding to spread the safety messages to billboards, movie 
theater ads, displays for public education and large events.  

 
 


