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WOOD TV8 Quarterly Issues Report 
April - June 2016 

 

PROGRAM DAY  TIME 
• 24 Hour News 8  Daybreak Monday – Friday 4:30 - 7 A.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at Noon Monday – Friday 12 - 1 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 5 Monday – Friday 5 - 5:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 5:30 Monday – Friday 5:30 - 6 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Monday – Friday 6 - 6:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at Daybreak  Saturday and Sunday 5 – 8 A.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Saturday  6 – 6:30 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 6 Sunday 6 – 7 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 11 Monday – Friday 11 - 11:35 P.M. 
• 24 Hour News 8  at 11 Saturday and Sunday 11 - 11:30 P.M. 
• eightWest Monday – Friday 11 A.M. – 12 NOON 

  
Each program previously listed is a locally produced news programs presenting 
a mix of news, weather, sports and community issue related feature reports.  
Community issue segments usually have duration of one- to one-and-a-half 
minutes, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
Connecting with Community continues to produce content driven PSA’s topical 
to community needs and issues raised from our news department.  Each month, 
a series of thirty second spots rotate on WOOD/WOTV/WXSP tagged with our 
Community Partners.  
 
“eightWest” is a locally produced daily one hour program featuring everything 
West Michigan. 
 
WOOD TV8 is simulcast in it entirely on WOGC-CD, Grand Rapids, MI.   
 
• NBC Nightly News  Monday – Friday 6:30 - 7 P.M. 
 
This is an NBC produced news program featuring news, information and 
perspectives on the daily events of the nation and the world.  The program also 
features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  These special 
issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 
 
• TODAY Monday – Friday 7 - 11 A.M. 
• TODAY  Saturday 8 - 10 A.M. 
• TODAY Sunday 8 - 9 A.M. 
 
This NBC produced news program features news, interviews, weather and 
information segments and feature reports on issues and concerns of the 



American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to four 
minutes long. 
 
• Dateline NBC Friday 10 - 11 P.M. 
 
This NBC produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or 
entertainment oriented reports in each week's program.  Many of these reports 
are investigative stories on controversial concerns of the nation.  Each report 
averages ten to twelve minutes long. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Educational Issues 
 
Including recognition of outstanding programs, learning styles, schools and 
teaching. 

 
 
1. Program: Learning PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from Understood.org. 

Understood.org is a free resource for families with learning and 
attention issues supported by 15 nonprofit organizations. 

 

 

 
2. Program: HS Diploma PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from the Dollar General Literacy 

Foundation. Skip the drama and get your diploma, it will make 
applying for jobs easier. 

 

 

 
3. Program: College Ed PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from Get Schooled. Get Informed, 

Get Educated and Get Schooled. There are resources to help you 
apply and get into college. 

 

 

 
4. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: April 10, 2016 
Length: :24 
Summary: The State Board of Education drafted guidelines that would 

allow students to use the bathroom that matches their gender 
identity.  The public comment period on the guidelines initially 
ended tomorrow.   The Board extended the comment period 
another 30 days -- meaning now you have until May. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 11, 2016 
Length: :28 
Summary: Students will be spending less time taking the M-Step this 

spring.  The Michigan Department of Education says students 
will spend no more than four to eight hours total on the test. 
That's down from seven to 16 hours last year. 

 
 
6. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 12, 2016 
Length: 6:14 
Summary: Consumers Energy teams up with local high school robotics 

team for the FIRST Robotics competition. Teacher students 
lessons in the field of science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM).  

 
 
7. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 12, 2016  
Length: 4:40 
Summary: Students from Kendall College of Art and Design in studio to 

show off fashions from their latest event “UN.EARTH”, the 
them is based on the earth’s terrain and is broken into 3 
subcategories: peak, valley and coast.  

 

 
8. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: April 18, 2016 
Length: :23 
Summary: Grand Rapids Schools will fill a spot on its board of education 

today.  Jennifer Schottke was unanimously voted to fill the seat 
of David LaGrand back in March, who was elected to the 75th 
District House Seat.  Schottke currently serves on Grand Rapids 
Public School's Design and Construction council.  She'll hold 
the seat until the end of the year, where she'll need to be 
elected by voters in November to keep serving.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 20, 2016  
Length: 4:04 
Summary: Kent Intermediate School District previews their first-ever “Play 

Learn, Explore Early Childhood Resource Fair” helping parents 
find the right childcare provider.  

 

 
10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: April 21, 2016 
Length: 1:03 
Summary: A big day in Grand Rapids... as The Michigan Woman's 

foundation celebrated 30 years of encouraging economic and 
social equality for women.  Over 25-hundred girls from over 23 
high schools and 10 colleges were at Calvin College today for 
the celebration.  Shiza Shahid, the co-found of the Malala Fund, 
was the guest speaker.  Malala was the young Pakistani woman 
who was shot in the head by the Taliban for wanting to go to 
school.  She's since become an activist for female education.  

 

 
11. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 25, 2016 
Length: 7:40 
Summary: Profile of an event that brought together 2,500 young women 

from 23 high schools and ten colleges to celebrate the 
milestone anniversary of the Michigan Women’s Foundation. 
The girls heard from female leaders in an effort to help them 
with their future educational efforts.  

 

 
12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: May 3, 2016 
Length: 2:07 
Summary: Developing emerging leaders starts young for this week's 

Connecting with Community Awards Finalist. Introducing 
Grand Rapids Initiative for Leaders. Working in the Grand 
Rapids Public Schools. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



13. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: May 9, 2016 
Length: :33 
Summary: New numbers into our newsroom this morning show an 

increase in the number of children being poisoned by liquid 
nicotine from e-cigarettes.  The research shows a *15-hundred-
percent* rise in e-cigarette related phone calls to the national 
poison data center from 20-12 to 20-15.  Children exposed to e-
cigs were also five-times more likely to be admitted to the 
hospital, and had more than double the risk of becoming 
seriously sick than those exposed to traditional cigarettes. 
Experts say product changes and public education are needed 
to prevent these potentially deadly poisonings.  

 

 
14. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 10, 2016 
Length: :30 
Summary: Happening now in Lansing -- there is a big crowd at the state 

board of education meeting.  The board is considering a set of 
recommendations for how Michigan schools should handle 
bathrooms for transgender students.  Even though the 
recommendations would not become law -- they have created a 
firestorm with very strong opinions on both sides.  We do not 
expect any action on the recommendations today.  Political 
Reporter Rick Albin is at the hearing talking to those in 
attendance. He'll have reports tonight on 24 hour news 8 at 5 
and 6. 

 
 
15. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 11, 2016 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Profile of the Early Learning Neighborhood Collaborative, a 

program that helps to ensure that kids are ready to start 
kindergarten.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: May 16, 2016 
Length: :28 
Summary: Now to Flint - where a new partnership will give early childhood 

education programs to more families impacted by the water 
crisis.  The University of Michigan and the Flint Community 
Schools district says the 'Great Expectations Early Childhood 
Program' will offer the same teaching methods used at the 
university's on-campus Development Center.  Right now... the 
center has a waiting list of more than 300 children.  Under the 
new partnership, families with children ages three to five may 
access services for free.  

 
 
17. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 18, 2016 
Length: 6:08 
Summary: Michigan Wildlife Council launching a new campaign, inviting 

everyone to learn more about wildlife conservation efforts in 
our state. We tag along as a local teacher takes his students 
outside the classroom. His students have raised salmon and are 
releasing them into a local river.  

 
 
18. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: May 25, 2016 
Length: 2:45 
Summary: This week our Target 8 investigators are showing you systemic 

failures and deadly concerns involving Michigan daycares.  The 
reality... parents are often forced to go with 'price' over quality. 
Target 8 investigator Marlee Ginter digs into what the state 'is' 
and is 'not' doing to help parents get the childcare they need.  
Here's one tool to help you find daycare in your neighborhood. 
The state department of education runs Great Start to Quality... 
with a federal grant.  If you click on the link for parents... you'll 
be able to fill in your address and find daycare in your 
neighborhood... see what they charge... and even see how 
they're rated.    

 
 
19. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 26, 2016 
Length: 5:05 
Summary: Preview of Camp Manitou-Lin along the Lake Michigan shoreline. 

The camp offers a traditional summer camp experience but has 
also expanded to offer more educational options for kids.  



 
 
20. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 6, 2016 
Length: 5:14 
Summary: The sons of Gerald and Betty Ford join us to talk about the 

newly built DeVos Learning Center at the Ford Presidential 
Musdum.  It’s an addition meant to teach school-aged children 
about civics, leadership and character.   

 
 
21. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: June 14, 2016 
Length: :22 
Summary: Michigan public schools now have to include The Holocaust and 

the 19-15 Armenian massacre in their curriculum.  Governor 
Rick Snyder signed the "genocide education" law today. He says 
that while not all governments or countries accept the U-N's 
definition of genocide -- these two instances must be taught.   
Snyder also says decisions on how to talk about the genocides 
can be taught in each community.   

 
 
22. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: June 21, 2016 
Length: :32 
Summary: New this morning -- a report says students in Michigan are 

falling behind the rest of the country in math and reading 
proficiency.  The report by the 'annie e casey foundation' says 
71-percent of fourth graders aren't proficient in reading ... and 
71-percent of eighth graders aren't proficient in math.  It also 
found more than half of young children aren't in pre-school.  
The Baltimore-based foundation used those measures to rank 
Michigan 40th in the nation fore childhood education. 
According to the group, reading and math proficiency are key 
indicators of educational success.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



23. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: June 28, 2016 
Length: :36 
Summary: This morning both the University of Michigan and Michigan 

State University say they're seeing a record number of freshman 
applications.  According to the Ann Arbor news, the university 
says its logged 55-thousand-500 freshman applications. That's 
seven percent more than last year.  This is the tenth year in a 
row U of M has broken the freshman application record.  
Michigan State University says it has received about 37-
thousand-500 freshman applications -- a three-point-eight 
percent increase from last year.  This is the seventh year in a 
row m-s-u has seen a record application year. 



 
 

Health & Fitness Issues 
 
Focusing on methods of illness prevention and education people in order to 
encourage and promote maintenance of good health. 
 
 
1. Program: Stroke Safety PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from the Stroke Association. Spot 

a stroke, learn the signs of a stroke and you can save a life.  
 

 
 
2. Program: Brain Health PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from the Administration for 

Community Living. Learn what you can do to keep your brain 
healthy as you age.  

 

 
 
3. Program: Binge Eating PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from the Binge Eating Disorder 

Association. Binge Eating Disorder is real and the most 
common eating disorder. 

 

 
 
4. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 4, 2016 
Length: 6:10 
Summary: Spectrum Health Medical Group discusses their support and 

assistance programs for patients who have experienced 
amputation or loss of a limb.  

 
 
5. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 6, 2016 
Length: 4:10 
Summary: The American Heart Association in studio to talk about the 

benefits of walking on National Walking Day.  
 
 



6. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 7, 2016 
Length: :54 
Summary: The number of adults with diabetes worldwide has quadrupled 

in less than 40 years.  The world health organization says the 
number is up to 422 million.  The W-H-O's first global report on 
diabetes says the diabetes epidemic is quickly becoming a 
major problem in poorer countries.  The report says developed 
countries now have the lowest rates of diabetes, though they 
used to have the highest.  Officials say the report is "a call to 
action to halt the rise in diabetes." 

 
 
7. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: April 11, 2016 
Length: :29 
Summary: A Yale University report has found that children living in small 

towns are more likely to be re-hospitalized after falling ill than 
those in big cities.  The study found that families usually have 
to travel a long distance to see a specialist if their child gets 
sick.  And that makes it more difficult for local doctors to 
follow up with the child after their first visit.  Researchers say 
the majority of hospitalized rural children also live in lower 
income neighborhoods and can have more complex health 
problems. 

 
 
8. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: April 11, 2016 
Length: :27 
Summary: In a new study released by the university of San Diego, being 

married or having a partner can boost survival rates in cancer 
patients.  Out of the 800-thousand cancer patients studied, 
researchers found that unmarried men had a 27-percent higher 
death rate than married men.   And unmarried women were 19-
percent more likely to die from the disease.  The reason for it? 
Researchers say married people usually have better financial 
resources, private health insurance, and more social support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 13, 2016 
Length: 6:26 
Summary: Dr. Pam Keenan from McDonald Hearing Services discusses the 

impact of gradual hearing loss from a number of ailments 
people face as they age. She discusses risk factors and how 
their free screenings can help.  

 
 
10. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 19, 2016 
Length: 6:28 
Summary: April is Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month. Spectrum Health 

Medical Group is helping to educate people about the condition 
with a special event. Their Doctor Dialogue event was held 
Thursday, April 28.  

 
 
11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @5PM 
Date Aired: April 20, 2016 
Length: 2:00 
Summary: We have been reporting on the Flint Water Crisis for months 

now including the need for donated water.  Eva Aguirre Cooper 
went to Flint to find out how the donations are doing and what 
they still need.  

 
 
12. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 20, 2016 
Length: 5:40 
Summary: Doctors at the Cancer and Hematology Centers of Western 

Michigan discuss the importance of early detection for breast 
cancer. The discuss also included types of breast cancer and 
treatment options.  

 
 
13. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 21, 2016 
Length: 8:32 

Summary: April is Organ Donation Awareness Month. Helen DeVos 
Children’s Hospital discusses their pediatric nephrology team and 
how they provide a range of diagnosis and treatment options for 
children.  

 
 
 



14. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 26, 2016 
Length: 9:14 
Summary: Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital profiles their programs that 

help cancer patients and cancer survivors.  
 
 
15. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 28, 2016 
Length: 4:20 
Summary: A preview to the Borgess Run and Kalamazoo Marathon. The 

weekend is full of events and there’s thousands participating.  
 
 
16. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 2, 2016 
Length: 5:25 
Summary: SVS Vision discusses the importance of your eye health as well as 

your systemic health. Doctors checking your eyes can find early 
signs of diabetes, high blood pressure, age-related macular 
degeneration and other illnesses.  

 
 
17. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 3, 2016 
Length: 5:05 
Summary: Spectrum Health Medical Group previews a free joint pain seminar 

they are holding.  
 
 
18. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 4, 2016 
Length: 6:11 
Summary: Pam Keenan from McDonald Hearing Services discusses the social 

impact of hearing loss. May is “Better Hearing Month” and 
McDonald also talked about their special hearing event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: May 6, 2016 
Length: 1:51 
Summary: Race organizers are gearing up for a big race weekend in 

Kalamazoo.   The Kalamazoo Marathon and Borgess Run which 
includes a half marathon, 5-K race, 10-K race and a 5-K walk --- 
are both taking place on Sunday.   24 hour news 8s Koco 
McAboy spoke with an organizer and a woman who's running 
in her first 5k this weekend.  She joins us in studio with her 
inspiring story.  

 
 
20. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: May 18, 2016 
Length: :33 

Summary: The results are in for America's fittest city and the nation's 
capital once again takes the top spot.  The poll ranks the 50 
biggest metro areas in the country.  Washington D-C was 
number one, followed by Minneapolis and Denver.  The report 
from the American Fitness Index says the top three have lower 
rates of smoking and obesity, and  access to parks and 
recreational facilities.  Many people in D-C area get exercise 
from using public transportation or walking to work. The 
Detroit metro area was the only Michigan city to be ranked.. 
They finished near the bottom ranked 42nd out of 50.  

 

 

21. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 20, 2016 
Length: 6:39 
Summary: The Fertility Center discusses their Family Building Fun, which 

offers grants to patients who need assistance. The money can be 
used for IVF or other forms of Assisted Reproductive Technology.  

 
 
22. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 24, 2016 
Length: 5:53 
Summary: Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital announces the new Peter and 

Joan Secchia CarePartners Program. It’s designed when your child 
needs specialized medical care, a team helps your coordinate that 
care and a space where you recharge your connection with care 
providers.  

 
 
 



23. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: June 1, 2016 
Length: 1:14 
Summary: "Are you dense?"  It's a question that's now being asked here in 

Michigan.  It was one year ago today that a new law took effect, 
requiring health care providers to alert women if a 
mammogram reveals they have dense breasts.  Dense breast 
tissue can make it harder for mammograms to detect breast 
cancer.  The tissue shows up white on a mammogram, and so 
do tumors.   That makes it difficult or even impossible to spot 
cancer.  It took four years for the bill to make its way through 
Lansing and become a law.  We sat down with the woman who 
was the driving force behind it.  Teresa Hendricks-Pitsch says 
her own fight against breast cancer and not knowing she had 
dense breasts is what lead her to want to help other women.  

 
 
24. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: June 2, 2016 
Length: :48 
Summary: Tonight health officials tell us an E. coli outbreak linked to 

flour has sickened four people statewide -- including two right 
here in West Michigan.  There have been cases in Kent, Ottawa, 
Oakland and Ingham counties.   The Kent County resident was 
hospitalized back in February...according to the health 
department.   Health officials say nationally...38 people in 20 
states have been infected between late December 2015 and 
early May of this year. 

 
 
25. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 6, 2016 
Length: 4:12 
Summary: Dr. Pam Keenan from McDonald Hearing Services discusses how 

patients should get a baseline hearing test done, even if you’re not 
noticing dramatic hearing loss. Keenan also discusses a “Lunch 
and Learn” event.  

 
 
26. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 7, 2016 
Length: 5:48 
Summary: Doctor from Spectrum Health Medical Group discusses new 

treatment and detection for prostate cancer.  
 
 



27. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: June 14, 2016 
Length: 1:17 
Summary: Finishing the ride.  Tonight family, friends and the Kalamazoo 

cycling community will come together alongside Lance 
Armstrong to finish the ride the nine cyclists were not able to 
last week.  It was one week ago they were plowed over by a 
truck, allegedly driven by Charles Pickett.  Five of those nine 
were killed, the other four are still recovering from their 
injuries.  Tonight’s event will go along the same route the group 
was going last week Tuesday before the tragedy happened.  It 
will start tonight at 6:30 at the Kalamazoo County Health 
Services building on Gull Road.  Organizers would like this to 
be a ride for the Kalamazoo cycling community only.  They are 
inviting others to line the streets but asks that only Kalamazoo 
area cyclers participate in the ride.   

 
 
28. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: June 21, 2016 
Length: :25 
Summary: Today a big partnership between two mega-medical companies 

in Michigan is a step closer to becoming a reality.  Metro Health 
in Grand Rapids and the University of Michigan health system 
have signed a letter of intent -- the first step in becoming 
affiliated in the future.  Representatives from both companies 
say a potential merger would benefits patients.  Right now it's 
still unclear what, if any, impact an affiliation would have on 
staff levels.   

 
 
29. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: June 27, 2016 
Length: :23 
Summary: The Kent County Health Department announced its fourth 

annual Food Safety Award winners today.  Out of the 17-
hundred restaurants eligible for the award... only 548 facilities 
made the cut.  In order for a restaurant to win - it had tough 
criteria to meet... including no repeated violations for the year.  
The winning restaurants each got a sign to hang in their 
business' window.  We have the full list of the restaurants at 
woodtv.com.  

 
 
 
 



30. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: June 28, 2016 
Length: :25 
Summary: A public health advisory for Sunset Lake in Kalamazoo County 

remains in effect -- because of high levels of E. coli.  Samples 
taken on the 20th of June and yesterday from the beach in 
Vicksburg failed the state's water quality standards for total 
body contact.  Signs have been posted at the beach warning the 
public to use caution when coming into contact with the water 
at Sunset Lake.  Samples will be collected again tomorrow. We'll 
let you know when the beach reopens. 

 



 
Community & Volunteer Efforts 

 
Programs aimed at highlighting efforts of individual volunteers or volunteer 
organizations in West Michigan in hopes of encouraging more people to share 
their time and talents with those in need. Community efforts and campaigns are 
also included. 
 
 
1. Program: Veterans PSA 
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the US Department of 

Veterans Affairs. Reach out to the veterans in your life, let 
them know they are not alone.  

 

 

2. Program: Pet Adoption PSA 
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: Public service announcement from the Shelter Pet Project. A 

person is the best thing to happen to a shelter pet, you can be 
that person.  

 

 

3. Program: Local Volunteer PSA 
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016 
Length: :30 
Summary: Volunteering is a great way to give back to your community. 

Here are some links to get you started.  
 
 
4. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 
Length: 2:14 
Summary: This week's Connecting with Community Award Finalist works 

with our youngest students to inspire and help them on their 
educational journey. Mind Meets Music helps young students 
achieve academic success through music.  

 
 
5. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 
Length: 6:07 
Summary: Preview of Spring Break activities at the Grand Rapid’s 

Children’s Museum.  



 
 
6. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: April 2, 2016 
Length: :43 
Summary: The Jackson community honored a Virginia State Trooper -- 

killed in the line of duty today.  Chad Dermyer is a Jackson 
native and once worked on the town's police force.  Today 
flags in the town were lowered to half mast.  Dermyer was 
taking part in a counter-terrorism training exercise at a 
Greyhound Station in Richmond, Virgnina Thursday -- when he 
was shot and killed.  In Viriginia --  Dermyer's patrol car now 
sits outside of the station with a black ribbon and flowers 
across the hood.  

 

 
7. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 5, 2016 
Length: 6:10 
Summary: Ionia County Intermediate School District profiles their 

Michigan Youth Leadership Training camp.  
 
 
8. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 5, 2016 
Length: 8:19 
Summary: Interview with Paws with A Cause about the fact that they are 

looking for volunteers to provide homes and train puppies. We 
also profile a family that has a Paws dog living with them.  

 
 
9. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 5, 2016 
Length: 5:10 
Summary: Profile of a new event that raises money for Hospice of 

Michigan. Barley, Beats and BBQ combines West Michigan’s 
lover of food, drinks and philanthropy.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 5, 2016 
Length: 1:58 
Summary: First at 5:30 -- add Kalamazoo to the list of area police 

departments purchasing body worn cameras for their officers. 
City Commissioners approved the more than 200 thousand 
dollar purchase last night.  24 Hour News Eight's Joe LaFurgey 
is here now with what's next.  Kalamazoo joins a growing list 
of communities... including Grand Rapids... hoping to increase 
community trust by adding more transparency.  

 
 
11. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 6, 2016 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Jordan Carson’s Live Local Give Local story profile’s Lori’s 

Voice, an organization that works to pair up people who are 
living with disabilities with programs and people to improve 
their lives.  

 
 
12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm  
Date Aired: April 8, 2016  
Length: 2:02  
Summary: This week's Connecting with Community Award finalist is a 

unique partnership that is in the fight against human 
trafficking -- and how one community organization is using 
fashion to help. The Manasseh Project at Wedgewood Christian 
Services and Crowned Free.  

 

 
 
13. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 11, 2016 
Length: 4:10 
Summary: Profile of Sole Sisters, a program helping women go from the 

couch to a competitive run like a 5k. They are an active part of 
the Gazelle Girl half marathon.  

 
 
14. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 13, 2016 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Jordan Carson’s Live Local Give Local focuses on the 

Nottawasepi Huron Band of Potawatomi and their involvement 
in giving back to the community they live in. Firekeepers 
Casino holds event to be a strong part of the community.  



 
 
15. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5PM  
Date Aired: April 15, 2016  
Length: 2:09  
Summary: This week's Connecting with Community Award finalist is 

about young adults aging out of foster care who often face an 
unknown journey. This award finalist offers not only housing 
but hope, guidance and some tough love for young ladies.  

 

 

 
16. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: April 15, 2016 
Length: 2:20 
Summary: Some are experts at H-2-O and extrication.   The others are 

experts at parallelograms and trapezoids.  Now... a West 
Michigan Fire Department and a high school geometry class 
are combining expertise to better protect their community.  
We had the opportunity to catch up with a unique program 
combing the fire department in Coopersville with a High 
school geometry class.   

 

 
17. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 
Date Aired: April 17, 2016 
Length: 2:48 
Summary: She was shot during the Kalamazoo Shooting Spree two 

months ago -- and incredibly she survived her injuries.... Today 
Tiana Carruthers got a special gift from the community that 
has embraced her in the midst of the tragedy....We also had a 
chance to speak with her one on one -- her first T-V interview 
since the shootings.... 

 
 
18. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 20, 2016 
Length: 5:44 
Summary: Comprenew discusses a program they have set up for Earth 

Day to recycle flat-screen television and slim computer 
monitors. Electronics are full of harmful toxins and need to be 
distributed of properly.  

 
 
 
 
 



19. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 22, 2016 
Length: 5:44 
Summary: Preview of the 2nd annual Bridge Walk in Grand Rapids to help 

bring together families of children with autism. Hope Network 
also partnered with the Grand Rapids Public Museum for a free 
sensory-friendly night at the museum.  

 
 
20. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm  
Date Aired: April 22, 2016  
Length: 2:01  
Summary: This week's Connecting with Community Award finalist we're 

looking at what started with a five year old wanting to help 
other kids. Kyler’s 3B’s collects stuffed animals for kids in 
scary situations. 

 

 

 
21. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 28, 2016 
Length: 7:16 
Summary: Preview of the 2nd annual Lithuanian Festival in Grand Rapids. 

The festival celebrates their music, food and vendors.  
 
 

22. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: April 29, 2016 
Length: 2:07 
Summary: Developing emerging leaders starts young for this week's 

Connecting with Community Awards Finalist. Introducing 
Grand Rapids Initiative for Leaders.  

 
 
23. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 3, 2016 
Length: 6:24 
Summary: Kentwood Parks and Recreation previews a fundraising gala to 

help raise money for adaptive recreation programs for those 
with physical and developmental disabilities.  

 
 
24. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 4, 2016 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Profile of Olivia’s Gift, a first-of-its-kind apartment style living 

program for people with special needs  



 
 
25. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 5, 2016 
Length: 6:37 
Summary: May is Mental Health Awareness Month and the Mental Health 

Foundation previews their “Stomp Out Stigma” 5k.  
 
 
26. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 6, 2016 
Length: 9:02 
Summary: Members of the Bengali Cultural Association in studio to talk 

about their Poila Baishakh. It’s the first day of the Bengali 
calendar celebrated in India and Bangladesh.  

 
 
27. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: May 6, 2016 
Length: 2:15 
Summary: The last finalist for this year's Connecting with Community 

Awards. This week's finalist is *Kent County girls on the run. 
It's a recreation program for girls in 3rd, 4th and 5th grade -- 
helping them deal with the pressure of growing up -- through 
exercise. 

 
 
28. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: May 7, 2016 
Length: :55 
Summary: A West Michigan Woman went to the Grand Rapids Art 

Museum's Galatic Gala tonight -- expecting a night of fun to 
celebrate the disco era.  What Erin Sarber got during her 
volunteer experience was much more shocking.  That's Army 
Captain Michael Sarber -- back home for the first time in 8 
months.  He actually flew in last night -- but wanted to save 
the surprise for his wife Erin.  We spoke to her after the 
surprise -- and she still couldn't believe Michael was home.  
Get this.  The Sarber's 4 kids.... still don't know -- unless 
they're watching this right now.  They're surprising them 
tomorrow morning. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

29. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 9, 2016 
Length: 3:00 
Summary: At WOOD TV...we love to shine the spotlight on great 

organizations in our community. Every one of the Connecting  
With Community Awards finalists deserves this special 
recognition...but only one will receive top honors.  There is a 
way a second nominee will have the spotlight shown on them 
this year, too. The Community Choice Award allow you to vote 
for your favorite finalist. 

 
 
30. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 9, 2016 
Length: 6:17 
Summary: The Hispanic Center of Western Michigan previews their 

inaugural Sabor Latino. A gala featuring the wine, cuisine and 
music of Latin America.  

 
 
31. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 13, 2016 
Length: 4:38 
Summary: More than 100 military members honored as part of the 

inaugural Armed Forces Thanksgiving in Grand Rapids. The 
goal is to strengthen awareness and dialogue on the 
contributions our military personnel have made.  

 
 
32. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11PM 
Date Aired: May 13, 2016 
Length: 1:00 
Summary: The 8th Annual Connecting with Community Awards were 

held tonight. The eight finalists were at the U-I-C-A to celebrate 
and recognize the work they've doing to help the community. 
This year’s award goes to "Mind Meets Music." It's a unique 
early education program that teaches literacy through music. 
There was a new twist this year too, giving the public a chance 
to pick their winner. The first-ever "community choice Award" 
went to a group of organizations that raise awareness about 
mental illness. 

 

 
 
 



 
33. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: May 13, 2016 
Length: 1:05 
Summary: Tonight we celebrated out 8th Annual Connecting with 

Community Awards.  All eight finalists groups came out to the 
UICA to celebrate, honor and recognize the work they are all 
doing to help our community. The Connecting with 
Community Award winner was Mind Meets Music, a unique 
early education program that teaches literacy through music. 

 
 
34. Program: eightWest  
Date Aired: May 16, 2016  
Length: 3:08  
Summary: At WOOD TV...we love to shine the spotlight on great 

organizations in our community. For the past few weeks, we've 
been sharing the eight finalists for the 2016 Connecting With 
Community Awards and on Friday night.....a big celebration 
was held to honor all of them an announce a winner. 

 

 
 
35. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 16, 2016 
Length: 9:10 
Summary: Profile of our WOODTV Connecting with Community Awards 

receipient, Mind Meets Music. 
 

 

36. Program: eightwest 
Date Aired: May 17, 2016 
Length: 7:36 
Summary: Profile of The Connecting with Community Public Award 

winner…Elhart Automotive, Hope Bridge and the Mental Health 
Foundation of West Michigan.  

 

 

37. Program: Connecting with Community Awards Special @ 7PM 
Date Aired: May 31, 2016 
Length: 28:30 
Summary: We will look back at all eight finalists and the awards 

celebration that announced the Connecting with Community 
Awards winner, as well as our new public vote the 'Community 
Choice Award.' Learn about great community efforts and relive 
it all again tonight.  

 



 

38. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: June 8, 2016 
Length: 1:28 
Summary: St. Thomas More Catholic Student Parish on the edge of the  

Western Michigan University Campus is preparing for a 
community prayer service tomorrow night to remember the 9 
victims... including two parishioners who died in last night's 
tragedy.   

 
 
39. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: June 10, 2016 
Length: 1:03 
Summary: A ribbon cutting ceremony was held today in Allendale -- to 

mark the completion of the new consumers energy solar 
gardens power plant.  It is Consumers first solar power plant. 
The facility is built on 17-acres of property just south of 
GVSU’s campus.  It's made up of 11-thousand solar panels -- 
making it the largest community solar project in the state of 
Michigan.  The solar power plant will generate enough energy 
to power about 600 homes.  Consumers customers can buy 
blocks of energy from the solar garden.  We caught up with the 
president of GVSU -- who says the project is a great way for the 
school to connect with the community. 

 
 

40. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 13, 2016 
Length: 5:10 
Summary: The group Kalamazoo Strong is working to help the community 

heal and provide support to the families impacted by the tragic 
events in Kalamazoo this year.  

 
 
41. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: June 17, 2016 
Length: :55 
Summary: This weekend in Grand Rapids is all about pride.  It's all about 

celebrating the L-G-B-T community in West Michigan.  This 
comes less than a week after the nightclub massacre in  
Orlando -- where 49 people were gunned down.  Now -- there's 
extra security at the event in Grand Rapids. 

 
 
 



 
42. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 17, 2016 
Length: 5:05 
Summary: Thousands of cyclists are expected to participate in the 4th 

annual MSU Gran Fondo. The non-competitive event raises money 
for the MSU College of Human Medicine’s skin cancer research.  

 
 

43. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: June 21, 2016 
Length: :28 
Summary: Today the heart of West Michigan united way needs your help 

fueling a community volunteer project.  From ten until 11-30 
this morning, and from noon to 1-30 this afternoon, hundreds 
of volunteers and the united way will hosting 'food from the 
heart' at Van Andel Arena.  Volunteers will make ready-to-
prepare meals to be distributed through feeding America West 
Michigan food bank to food pantries across Kent County.  You 
can learn more information on the united way's website -- we 
have a link at wood tv dot com. 

 

 



 
Safety 

 
Programs that promote safety in homes and for families in West Michigan 
communities. 
 
 
 

1. Program: Homeland PSA  

Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from the Department of 

Homeland Security. Protect yourself every day, report 
suspicious activity, if you see something say something.  

 

 

 

2. Program: Safe Cleaning PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from Understood.org. Protect our 

kids by practicing safe storage for laundry cleaning packets. 
 

 
 
3. Program: Radon Gas PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: 1:00  
Summary: Public service announcement from the EPA. Test your home for 

Radon Gas. It’s dangerous and hard to detect. 
 

 
 

4. Program: Fire Safety PSA  

Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – May 3, 2016  
Length: :30  
Summary: Follow these simple tips to keep you and your family safe from 

home fires. 
 

 
 

5. Program: Identity Theft PSA  

Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: :30  
Summary: Follow these simple tips to save  your money and help prevent 

identity theft. 
 

 
 
 



6. Program: Online Safety PSA  

Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: :30  
Summary: Follow these simple tips to protect you and your family online.  

 
 
7. Program: Phone Fraud PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: :30  
Summary: Follow these simple tips to protect you and your family from 

phone fraud. 
 

 
 
8. Program: Distracted Driving PSA  
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 – June 30, 2016  
Length: :30  
Summary: Don’t drive distracted, it’s not worth it. Follow these tips to 

protect yourself and other drivers. 
 

 
 

9. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 6pm 

Date Aired: April 1, 2016 
Length: :51 
Summary: Due to safety concerns... voting at schools may become a thing 

of the past.  The city of battle creek announced that they have 
moved all of the precincts in schools to other locations to keep 
kids safe.   The city clerk, says the effort to move polling out of 
schools started in 2012 after the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting.  Battle Creek public schools moved their 
precincts in 2013.  Until now, Lakeview schools stuck it out and 
added extra security on elections days.  But the recent local 
school threats over social media, have added to the anxiety. 

 

 

10. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: April 1, 2016 
Length: :22 
Summary: We expect to find to find out more today about drone safety. A 

F-A-A committee will issue its final report.  Many in the aviation 
industry have been looking for a more flexible approach for 
operating certain un-manned aircraft systems. The issue is 
whether to allow certain drones to operate and fly over people 
who are not involved in the operation of that drone.  

 
 



11. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 
Date Aired: April 4, 2016 
Length: :29 
Summary: Plans for the Olympic games in Rio don't seem to be going so 

well, and the opening ceremony is still four months away. 
Ticket sales for the events are not going as well as expected.  
Only half the tickets for the games are sold.  Brazil's minister of 
sports says he is looking into ways to boost ticket sales 
worldwide.   The Brazilian government may buy tickets and 
hand them out to public schools.  He also says public officials 
must work to boost worldwide confidence in Rio's ability to 
host the games and ensure travelers' safety.  

 
 

12. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 

Date Aired: April 5, 2016 
Length: :34 
Summary: Work will continue on West Michigan's first diverging diamond. 

Starting at eleven tonight, eastbound eye-96 to eastbound 
cascade road will be closed until November... Eastbound eye-96 
traffic can use the westbound cascade road exit as a detour.  
And starting at seven this morning, multiple lane closures will 
be in effect on eastbound and westbound cascade road, from 
west of cascade west parkway to forest hill avenue.  This 
project has been in the works for more than a year.  The 
diverging diamond is expected to help traffic flow at Cascade 
Road, but M-DOT says the biggest reason for the change is 
safety.  

 
 

13. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 

Date Aired: April 12, 2016 
Length: :24 
Summary: Bad news for professional football players.  M-R-I scans were 

performed on 40 former athletes who played anywhere from 2 
to 17 years in the N-F-L.  And almost half had significant 
damage to matter in their brains.  An identical percentage 
scored low on memory, learning, and attention tests.  It's just 
another sign of long term concussion damage through years of 
playing contact sports and not taking proper safety precautions 
when playing.  

 
 
 
 



14. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: April 18, 2016 
Length: 6:44 
Summary: Ken Hancock from Hancock Chimney discusses spring safety as 

it pertains to your fireplace and chimney. If you don’t have the 
proper chimney cap, animals like squirrels and raccoons can 
get into your chimney and either cause a fire or carbon 
monoxide to leak into your home.  

 
 
15. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 18, 2016 
Length: 5:12 
Summary: April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and there’s a 

movement in Grand Rapids to bring suspects to justice. Silent 
Observer released a poster highlighting 15 people with sex 
assault warrants in hope that someone will turn them in.  

 
 
16. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: April 21, 2016 
Length: 6:01 
Summary: The Center for Women in Transition in studio to preview their 

annual fundraising event.  The center works to help women in 
Ottawa County and last year alone there were more than 2,500 
reports of domestic violence.   

 

 

17. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: April 29, 2016 

Length: 5:28 

Summary: Our Auto Accident Attorney Experts discuss pedestrian and 
bicycle road safety laws.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Daybreak 

Date Aired: May 4, 2016  
Length: :32 
Summary: More recalls could be coming to what's already the biggest auto 

recall in American history.  Three people briefed on the 
situation say the u-s auto safety regulators are in talks with 
Takata Corperation to add *tens of millions* of air bag inflators 
to the recall.  The sources say the government wants Takata to 
issue a recall that could more than *double the 28-point-eight 
million air bag inflators that already have to be replaced. 
Takata's inflators can explode with too much force and send 
shrapnel into drivers and passengers.  At least 11 people have 
died and more than100 have been hurt.  

 
 
19. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 5pm 
Date Aired: May 5, 2016 
Length: :25 
Summary: High school students in West Michigan have taken top honors 

statewide for campaigns to stop distracted driving.  Students at 
Sturgis High School took the top spot for educating their 
classmates.  It was part of the state's "Strive For a Safer Drive" 
campaign.  Nearby Three Rivers High School in St. Joseph 
County finished second.   Lakewood High School in Lake 
Odessa took third.  The top five campaigns will get a cash prize 
ranging from 500 to 15-hundred dollars.  

 
 

20. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 10, 2016 
Length: 5:31 
Summary: The City of Grand Rapids teaming up with the Michigan 

Department of Transportation to help cars and bicyclists share 
the road.  They released a new infrastructure and “rules of the 
road” to make it safer for all drivers.  

 
 

21. Program: eightWest 

Date Aired: May 12, 2016 
Length: 7:08 
Summary: Our Auto Accident Attorney Experts discusses how he helped 

an auto accident victim who was being denied his no-fault 
benefits. The victim’s life has been significantly altered after 
the car accident.  

 



 
22. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ 11pm 
Date Aired: May 22, 2016 
Length: 2:19 
Summary: First tonight -- River Rescue....A Kayak overturns leaving a man 

stuck in the chilly waters of the Grand...We sent our crew out 
there as soon as we heard of the rescue in progress. And 
tonight  -- We're one-on-one with the man who rescue crews 
pulled to safety...As you can imagine -- Robert  Colby is 
exhausted... and looked to be in a bit of a daze after the rescue 
tonight... He says it all happened so fast... and now a long trip 
ended as he recovers from the ordeal...   

 
 
23. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: May 26, 2016 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Segment profiling a new Michigan law that grants immunity to 

individuals under the age or 20 from prosecution for illegally 
using or possessing prescription drugs when they are trying to 
save someone’s life by calling 911. Law came from the death of a 
West Michigan teenager whose friends did not call for help from a 
party for fear of getting in trouble.  

 
 
24. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: June 1, 2016 
Length: 1:03 
Summary: If hitting the public pool this summer is on your mind, officials 

say safety should be as well.  This in the wake of a new study 
looking at how many public swimming centers are running into 
problems with safety regulations.    

 
 
25. Program: 24 Hour News 8 @ Noon 
Date Aired: June 9, 2016 
Length: :24 
Summary: Back in West Michigan now.  The Allegan County Sheriff's Office 

and the Dorr Township Fire Department are holding a child 
safety seat inspection.  From three until seven today, you can 
go to the Dorr Township Fire Department on 18th street to 
have your child's car seat checked out.  Officials will make sure 
the seat is properly installed and functioning.  There will be a 
limited number of replacement seats available for those who 
qualify.  

 



 
26. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 15, 2016 
Length: 6:02 
Summary: Our Auto Accident Attorney Experts talks about accidents 

involving motorcycles and mopeds and what laws apply to them.  
He also talks about what is required for insurance.  

 
 
27. Program: eightWest 
Date Aired: June 22, 2016 
Length: 2:55 
Summary: Hundreds of kids are wearing brand new bicycle helmets thanks 

to a special partnership between the Grand Rapids Griffins and 
Safe Kids Greater Grand Rapids. 200 kids were part of events 
linked to Put a Lid On it, bike helmet safety program.  

 
 
 


