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KFSN-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 
1ST  

QUARTER 2009 

 

 

From January 1, 2009 Through And Including March 31, 2009, KFSN-TV, Licensed In Fresno, California; 

Broadcasts In Analog And Simulcasts D-1/HD, Presented 31 Hours Of Regularly Scheduled Local News 

Programs A Week, And In Addition, Broadcasts One Weekly Half-Hour Public Affairs Program Entitled: Valley 

Focus.  This Program Is Hosted By Beth Marney, Our Public Affairs Director, And Is A Local Talk/Interview 

Program Dealing Exclusively With Issues And Local Affairs.  KFSN-TV Also Airs Syndication Programs 

Along With The ABC Television Network That Supplies The Station With News, Public Interest And 

Educational Programming, As Described In The Quarter Report Entitled: ABC Television Network News 

And Public Affairs Programming, Which Is Filed Separately In The Public Inspection File.  

 

KFSN, Through Our D-2/ABC30Plus Signal Rebroadcasts Locally Produced Programming Along With Time 

Shifted Newscasts and Network Programming, Public Service Announcements and Children‟s Core 

Programming.  Our D-3 Signal Broadcasts Accu Weather National Weather And Also Recorded Local Weather 

Inserts Along With Public Service Announcements. 

 

KFSN, Through Its Programming On Our Analog And Simulcast On HD-1, Addressed The Following Issues 

Of Concern For Communities That Make Up The Six-County Area Served By ABC-30: 

 

1. LOCAL GOVERNMENT/POLITICS 

2. PUBLIC SAFETY/CRIME  

3. HEALTH CARE ISSUES FOR THE VALLEY 

4.   EDUCATIONAL ISSUES 

      5.   ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 

      6.   MINORITY ISSUES/TOPICS 

      7.   DROUGHT ISSUES FOR THE VALLEY 

      

  

      

  

Programs, Program Segments, And Local Newscasts Broadcast By KFSN That Provided Significant 

Treatment Of The Previously Described Issues Of Concern.  Local News Programs Include: 

 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 

 

On April 23, 2007, ABC30/D1 began broadcasting our newscasts in High Definition.  This includes the 

following Newscasts: 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-7:00AM, 2 Hours, Local 

 

This Morning News Program Provides Viewers with Late-Breaking Local, National, and International News, 

Sports, Weather, Medical, Financial, and Consumer Reports. 

 

 
AM LIVE SATURDAY 

Saturdays, 6-7AM & 8-9AM, 1 Hour, Local 

This Morning News Program Provides Viewers with Late-Breaking Local, National, and International News, 

Sports, Weather, Consumer and Medical Reports Along With Entertainment News. 
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AM LIVE SUNDAY 

Sundays, 6-7AM & 8-9AM, 2 Hours, Local 

This Morning News Program Provides Viewers with Late-Breaking Local, National, and International News, 

Sports, Weather, Consumer and Medical Reports Along With Entertainment News. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 

Monday through Friday, 11:00AM-11:30AM, 30 Min., Local 

 

Up-To-Date Local News Coverage Is Offered, As Well As National and International News.  Also Included 

Are Medical, Consumer, And Financial Reports And “Connecting With Kids” Packages. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 Min., Local 

 

This Half-Hour News Program Reviews The Day's News Events, Local, National, And International.  Also 

Covered Are Sports And Weather.  Included Are Medical, Education, And Consumer Reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX  

Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 Min., Local  

 

This Half-Hour News Program Reviews The Day's News Events, Local, National, And International.  Also 

Covered Are Weather And Sports.  Friday's Newscast Features The Action News Person Of The Week. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX-THIRTY 

Monday through Friday, 6:30PM, 30 Min., Local 

 

This Half-Hour News Program Reviews the Day‟s News Events, Local, National, and And International.  It 

Also Covers Weather. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 

Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 Min., Local 

 

This Half-Hour News Program Reviews The Day's News Events, Local, National, And International.  Also 

Covered Are Sports And Weather; Consumer Reports Are Included. 

 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN (REPEAT) 

Monday through Sunday, 2:05-2:41AM., Local 

 

This Half-Hour News Programs Are A Repeat of the Earlier 11PM Newscast from That Day.  It Includes 

Local, National and International News. 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

 

 

VALLEY FOCUS 

Sundays, 11:00-11:30AM & 10:30-11:00AM, 30 Min., Local/Public Affairs 

 

Half-Hour Weekly Local Talk/Interview Program Dealing Exclusively With Issues and Local Affairs. 

 

LATINO LIFE  

(Beginning February 1
st
, 2009) 

Sundays, 10:30-11:00AM & 10:00-10:30AM.  :30 Min, Local/News Affairs 

Half-Hour Weekly Local/Talk Interview Program That Focuses On Issues Affecting The Latino Community.  

It Also Highlights Positive Contributions Latinos Are Making In The Valley. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR  :30 SECOND PSA (SEE ATTACHED) 

TUESDAY – FRIDAYS  

DURING ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, MIDDAY, 6PM NEWS 

& 

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS AM LIVE 

 

Thirty-Second PSA Featuring An Action News Anchor Delivering Information About Upcoming Events In Our 

Community. 

 

CONNECT WITH KIDS: HALF HOUR PROGRAMS/ FRANCHISE PACKAGES 

ABC30, In Partnership With “Connecting With Kids” Air one Half-Hour Programs Per Quarter Throughout The 

Year Focusing On Programming For Parents And Children Along With Print Materials Sent To Schools By 

CWK And An Integrated Website That Includes Extensive Video Streaming And Educational Materials For 

Teachers, Parents And Children.  Valley Focus, ABC30,‟S Public Affairs Show, Also Periodically Airs 

“Connecting With Kids” Franchise Packages. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN FIRST 

 

 

Children First Is A Year Long production.  This Year-Long Effort Focuses On The Challenges, 

Problems, And Opportunities Facing Children Living In Central California.  The Program 

Concentrates On How The Average Person Can Make A Difference In A Child's Life And 

Highlight Local News Organizations That Work With Children And Youth.  Children First 

Includes Local News Produced Half-Hour Programs :30 Vignettes, Public Service Announcements, 

and Special Stories on Action News. 
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CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSA‟S AIRED 1st Quarter 2009 

 

Gottschalk‟s, Fresno County Office of Education and Children‟s Hospital Central California Partner To Air 

These Children First PSA‟s And Vignettes In Rotation: 

  
 

CHILDREN FIRST: SLICK ROCK ACADEMY:  :30 SEC., (APRX. 200) 

The Slick Rock Video Academy is helping local students become producers and directors.  They‟re able to 

shoot and edit their own movies at this special camp. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: TECHNOLOGY VIGNETTES:  :30 SEC, (APRX. 172) 

Fresno County Schools Superintendent Larry Powell says technology can have a negative impact on our 

communities.  Why it‟s important for parents to set limits. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: PARTNERS: 10PM ID (AIRS DAILY 10:00PM) 

Voiceover That Airs Weekly Before 10PM That Says:  “It‟s Just About 10 O'clock.  Do You Know Where 

Your Children Are?” 

 

 

 

 

From January 1, 2009 through March 31, 2009, KFSN TV Aired Aprx. (1262) Public Service 

Announcements (PSA‟s) Along with Community Involvement Project Spots that includes but not limited to: 

 

 

 Digital Television Campaign 

 Children First: Technology: The Good & Bad half hour show 

 Building a Better Community: Holiday Giving 

 DTV Transition Soft Market Test/January  

 Extreme Makeover Home Edition: Volunteers to Build Home 

 ABC30 Building a Better Co:  EMHE Volunteers 

 ABC30 Extreme Makeover Home Edition: Behind the Scenes One Hour Special 

 ABC30 Extreme Makeover Home Edition: Building a Dream One Hour Special 

 ABC30 Building a Better Community: African American History Fresno Pioneers  

 Fresno County Library and Big Read-a-Thon 

 Children‟s Hospital Central California: Kids Day Volunteers 

 Children‟s Hospital Central California: Kids Day Event 

 ABC30 Building a Better Co: Help in Tough Economic Times 

 ABC30 Big Brother Big Sisters: Bowl-a-Thon 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT/POLITICS 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/06/09, LENGTH 2:42 MIN., LOCAL 

Mayor Ashley Swearengin was joined by Police Chief Jerry Dyer in announcing "Operation Monitor.” it 

would require sex offenders who complete their parole, and state monitoring, to be tracked with GPS devices 

by city police.  But there are questions as to whether the city has such authority.  While state laws, like 

Jessica‟s Law, allow for lifetime GPS supervision of convicted sex offenders, it's up to a judge, not a mayor 

to impose that sentence.  Operation monitor, Swearengin‟s' first act as mayor goes before the city council 

next week. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/07/09, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

This morning begins Ashley Swearengin‟s first full day as the mayor of Fresno.  Yesterday, Swearengin took 

the oath of office, standing next to her husband, Paul.  The new mayor says the economic crisis is starting to 

impact Fresno and she promises to do what she can to help.  She laid out some long-term plans and goals for 

her first 100 days in office. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/10/09, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

A proposed pot dispensary in downtown Fresno is still just a pipe dream.  Rick Morse is trying to open a pot 

dispensary in the Tower District.  He went before the City Council to issue a statement and find out why he 

continues to be denied the ability to operate the marijuana dispensary. Morse  claims he has all the proper 

permits and has done all that is legally necessary to start the business and is frustrated by the City. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/13/09, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno homebuilders have been given a reprieve of sorts from a hike in fees.  The city council and the mayor 

agreed to freeze fees at their current level for a year.  This gives both sides a chance to negotiate a more 

comprehensive plan for development costs in the city.  The freeze comes after outgoing Mayor Autry used a 

partial veto on parts of a proposed economic recovery plan that would have allowed for fee increases.  A 

board member for the building industry association said unemployment is as high as 50 percent and without 

this rate freeze and it could increase even more.     

 

ACTION NEW 6PM, 1/15/09, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's new mayor is picking up where former Mayor Alan Autry left off, reaffirming the city's 

commitment to a ten-year plan to end homelessness.  Mayor Ashley Swearengin and County Supervisor 

Susan Anderson both signed "America‟s Road Home Pledge”.  It commits the city and county to joining a 

national partnership to combat homelessness.  Swearengin and Anderson were joined at today's signing by 

the White House's top official on homelessness. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/15/09, LENGTH 1:42 MIN., LOCAL 

Carrizosa says he realizes education is a large part of the state budget and while anticipating the worst, he's 

hoping Visalia Unified will be spared from making deeper cuts.  At city hall, council members and 

administrators say they're in a "Fiscal Fog" for the city's financial future.  Reduced sales taxes have prompted 

officials scale to back on a wide range of programs, including the Visalia Convention Center.  Soloman says 

the hardest part does not know what financial trouble lies ahead. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/22/09, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

During these tough economic times, many valley families are struggling just to get food on the table.  Today, 

Fresno city leaders, including Mayor Ashley Swearengin, launched an effort to put more money in the 

pockets of those who need it most.  The earned income tax credit is a special federal program that 
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supplements the earnings of low-income working individuals and families.  The campaign involves two free 

tax programs, one of which is the “I-can e-file" available on the internet. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/25/09, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

The State of California is one week away from running out of money.  Without a budget by next weekend, 

state controller John Chiang says the state will be insolvent.  That means he'll have to write I O US to pay 

many employees and to buy supplies and services.  Nobody will get cash tax refunds and most legislators 

will not get paid in real money.  Chiang will be at Fresno‟s City Hall tomorrow afternoon to talk about 

budget problems and issues affecting the Latin community. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM 2/09/09, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

Local environmental activist Lloyd Carter resigned today from the board of the California Water Impact 

Network.  Carter‟s remarks last week about farm workers and their children sparked this protest today 

outside Fresno city hall.  Farmworkers and politicians spoke out against what carter said during an interview 

at a water policy debate at Fresno State.  Carter has apologized and said he misspoke when he called farm 

worker children the least educated people in America who turn to lives of crime and go on welfare. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/13/09, LENGTH :28 SEC. LOCAL 

Civil rights groups want changes at the Fresno police department.  That's after questionable use of force by 

two officers during a confrontation with a homeless man.  The groups held a press conference today asking 

for more oversight at the police department to protect the public and the officers who are dedicated to serving 

the community.  Representatives say an independent police auditor needs to be a top priority to restore 

confidence.  Local ACLU leaders believe Monday‟s taped incident highlights a problem within the police 

department. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM,  2/14/09, LENGTH :35 SEC, LOCAL 

A local environmental activist claims politicians and corporate farming interests are out to get him.  Lloyd 

Carter went on the air at KFCF radio today to deny charges he's a racist.  The accusations followed a TV 

interview in which Carter told a reporter that because of poverty, the children of farm workers drop out of 

school go on welfare, and to fall into lives of crime and gang violence.  Those comments prompted a protest 

by Hispanic leaders, and politicians at City Hall on Monday.  But Carter accuses Republican Congressman 

Devin Nunes and others of distorting his words in order to silence him. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/24/09, LENGTH :54 SEC., LOCAL 

It‟s expected to be a packed house tonight at Fresno City Hall.  Members of the community have been 

invited to discuss the possibility of an independent police auditor.  Earlier today, Chief Jerry Dyer gave the 

City Council an update on two high profile internal police cases.  Dyer told council members an outside 

agency is being hired to audit the narcotics unit.  This comes after Officers Hector Becerra and Paul 

Cervantes were arrested for auto theft.  Dyer says the audit will focus on all aspects of the narcotics unit, and 

not specifically the officers facing criminal charges.  Use file of videotaped arrest here the Chief also says 

twenty- two witnesses have been interviewed in the internal affairs investigation of the videotaped arrest of a 

homeless man.  An outside attorney has also been hired to review the investigation once it‟s complete.  Dyer 

hopes that will be done by late March.  The community forum begins at six o‟clock tonight at the Fresno City 

Council Chambers.  The public is invited to attend. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/24/09, LENGTH :23 SEC. LOCAL 

The city of Selma approved work furloughs for all 120 of its workers including police officers.  The move is 

in response to a budget gap that could balloon to 700-thousand dollars in the months ahead.  The furloughs 

start next month.  City Hall and other offices will be closed every other Friday.  Fire and police officers will 

still be on duty these Fridays they'll have to take their days off at other times. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/25/09, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

There's plenty of support for an extra set of eyes watching Fresno police.  Seats were filled at last night's 

community forum concerning an independent police auditor.  It was hosted by the mayor.  Most people came 
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to share their own stories about dealing with Fresno police officers.  Residents say the recent graphic video 

of two Fresno police officers hitting a homeless man during an arrest is proof enough that a police auditor is 

needed. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/25/09, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Mayor Swearengin supports an independent police auditor.  She hosted last night's community forum and 

promised to listen to both sides before presenting to the city council.  One thing's clear: the emotion on this 

issue is not going away.  Dozens of Fresno residents shared story after story of police brutality, excessive 

force and the need, now, for an independent police auditor or IPA.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/4/09, LENGTH 1:35 MIN., LOCAL 

Protesters are trying to drum up support for their cause as it goes before the state supreme court tomorrow.  

Loud protests have dominated the fight over same sex marriage and proposition 8 targeting everyone from 

elected officials to Fresno State basketball coach Steve Cleveland.  On Thursday, the arguments will be 

much calmer, but the net result could be permanent.  After 52 percent of voters passed prop 8, essentially 

outlawing gay marriage, its opponents have fought back against the majority, looking for a legal way to 

overturn the proposition. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/10/09, LENGTH :45 SEC., LOCAL 

Mayor Swearengin, Chief Dyer, and City Manager Andy Souza will reveal the IPA proposal in a news 

conference here at city hall at 11 this morning.  Yesterday's shooting in Calla was the fourth officer involved 

shooting in the Fresno area since the beginning of the year.  Last year there were a total of seven.  Chief Dyer 

says having a police auditor now would have had no impact on officers using deadly force when needed.  But 

he hopes an auditor will increase the public's trust in Fresno police. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/11/09, LENGTH :31 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin revealed her plans for an independent police auditor to monitor the work 

of Fresno officers.  Under the mayor's proposal, the police auditor's office would employ three people and 

cost the city 360-thousand dollars a year.  The money would come from cuts to other city programs.  The 

auditor would be responsible for reviewing all internal affairs investigations, including officer-involved 

shootings or other uses of force, deaths that occur while a suspect is in custody, and racial discrimination 

complaints.  However, the auditor will not have its own investigative or subpoena powers. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/11/09, LENGTH 1:03 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno city leaders are looking at new ways to keep the Fresno Met Museum up and running.  This morning, 

city staff and museum representatives discussed ways to pay off its debts.  Harris Construction recently filed 

a lawsuit claiming its owed 2.1 million dollars for work performed at the museum.  More than a dozen liens 

have also been filed.  The Met reopened in November after a huge renovation funded in part by a 15-million 

dollar loan from the Fresno city council.  The Met needs to have a plan for repaying the money in place by 

June 1.  City Manager Andy Souza says two options came out of their discussion this morning.   

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/15/09, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

Tomorrow, city officials will meet here to discuss the future of downtown Fresno.  Meanwhile, business 

owners down here say they hope their counterparts will take control of the situation and revitalize downtown 

themselves.  Robert Williams has owned heroes in downtown Fresno for about two months now.  He says 

business has been good and despite forest city's decision to pull out of their downtown revitalization project, 

Williams isn't fazed.  With forest city out, Williams now have some ideas of his own ones he hopes will get 

downtown Fresno back on track. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/16/09, LENGTH: 48 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's Mayor is trying to chart a new path after a major developer dropped its plans for downtown Fresno.  

Mayor Ashley Swearingen brought together city department heads and property owners today to talk about 

what to do next.  Some business owners want the city to focus on smaller projects in downtown.  Rather than 

investing millions in taxpayer money.  Last week Forest City announced it is no longer interested in 
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developing more than 80 acres south of Chukchansi Stadium.  In her first public comments, mayor 

Swearingen acknowledged forest city isn't the only answer to revitalizing downtown.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/17/09, LENGTH :58 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno city council members got more information today about the day-to-day work of a person hired to 

police the police.  And they got it from someone who's actually doing the job.  Bob Arinson is the 

independent police auditor for the city of Santa Cruz.  He brought his expertise to a workshop at Fresno City 

hall attended by the council, the mayor, and the Police Chief.  City leaders are looking for a better 

understanding of how the city would benefit from hiring an auditor.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/17/09, LENGTH :46 SEC.,LOCAL 

The city of Fresno is making plans for how to spend money it's going to receive from president Obama‟s 

economic stimulus program.  At today's city council meeting the council was briefed on the 32 million 

dollars the city will get.  Much like President Obama‟s vow to increase transparency and accountability in 

government - city officials say they are trying to do the same thing.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/17/09, LENGTH :29 SEC. LOCAL 

The Fresno City Council today approved a plan that will allow downtown business owners to pool their 

money to help make improvements.  The council has agreed to create a property-based improvement district, 

or P-bid.  Downtown property owners who join the P-bid would pay an assessment fee that would go to an 

improvement fund.  Property owners would then decide how that money is spent, whether it should go for 

security, signage, or even parking improvements.  The P-bid is expected to generate between 250-thousand 

to 750-thousand dollars every year. 

 

A YEAR IN POLITICS 

Sunday, January 4
th

, 2009 @ 10:30AM, :30 Min., Network 

Anchored by George Stephanopoulos from the set of This Week as he takes a look back at this electric 

election season and remind us of people we have forgotten and moments that changed the campaign.  He will 

also reflect on the outcome of Election Day and take a look at what we might expect in early 2009.  As only 

George can do, he will put 2008 in perspective and offer a glimpse of what lies ahead. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/19/09, JIP 3:30PM, 30 MINUTES,  SYNDICATION 

Oprah in Washington, D.C. – “The Inaugural Celebration” 

On today‟s Oprah, we are broadcasting from the world-famous Kennedy Center Opera House for a blowout 

celebration, with special celebrity guests and an exclusive, one-time-only music performance in front of a 

star-studded audience.  Demi Moore and Ashton Kutcher stop by, and stars including Scarlett Johansson and 

more share special messages about what this inauguration means to them.  Music superstars Bono, William, 

Faith Hill, Seal, David Foster and queen of hip-hop soul Mary J. Blige participate in an unforgettable musical 

performance of a brand-new song created in collaboration with William and David Foster to mark this 

historic occasion.  

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 01/20/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

 The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

As America faces terrorism, violence and hatred, the ideas, beliefs, and actions of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

take on a whole new significance.  His words are just as powerful now as they were 40 years ago.  On today's 

show, Oprah reflects on Dr. King's incredible accomplishments and takes a more intimate look at his 

extraordinary life, including some rarely seen private film.  Also, Coretta Scott King shares some favorite 

memories of her husband.  Then, those who were with him describe how Dr. King spent his last hours, and 

we'll hear the haunting words he spoke the night before he was assassinated.  Join us as we remember the 

faith, courage and dignity of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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OPRAH WINFREY, 01/21/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

On Location: Oprah‟s Post-Inauguration Special: 

One of the most historic inaugurations has come and gone but our two-day event continues!  We are live 

from Chef Art Smith‟s “Art and Soul” restaurant in Washington, D.C. and Oprah is joined by guests 

including Academy Award
®
-winner Forest Whitaker and Grammy Award-winning musician and songwriter 

Jon Bon Jovi to reflect on the inauguration.  Gayle King gives her take on the festivities and guest 

correspondent Ali Wentworth hits the D.C. streets for even more reaction.  Plus, Presidential historian Doris 

Kearns Goodwin shares her thoughts and insights on the momentous day.   

 

 

PSA      LENGTH     APRX. AIRINGS 

DTV Education Campaign   :30     232 

DTV W/Oprah Education Campaign  :30      31 

DTV W/Oprah Education Campaign  :15      01 

DTV Jeopardy/Wheel Education Campaign :30      65 

DTV in Spanish Education Campaign  :30       3 

DTV Antenna Education Campaign  :30      13 

DTV Education Report Location  :30        6 

Children‟s Report Location    :30        5 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY/CRIME IN THE VALLEY 

 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/15/09, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Several streets were shut down near the crime scene and a nearby school was briefly put on lockdown. 

Investigators say no weapons were found inside the stolen car. They say both men are validated gang 

members and that Rodriguez served time for auto theft. The Fresno County Sheriff plans to release more 

information in a news conference this afternoon 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/15/09,LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Hanford Police are looking for the robbers who have held up several restaurants in recent months. The latest 

crime happened Wednesday morning at this Applebee‟s on Lacey Boulevard. Police say two gunmen barged 

in right around closing time and cleared out the cash register before they drove off in an employee‟s car. The 

car was found a few blocks away. Robbers have hit a total of six businesses including a Domino‟s Pizza, a 

Quiznos, and a Me-N-Ed's.  Police believe at least some of the robberies are related and they're asking 

business owners to stay alert. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/20/09, LENGTH :18 MIN., LOCAL 

Central valley residents now have a new resource to help protect children against internet crimes. The Fresno 

County Sheriff's Department unveiled a new website today, called "Internet Crimes Against Children". The 

site allows users to gather a wealth of information regarding internet crimes, including safety tips and 

pictures of recent suspects who have been arrested. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/20/09, LENGTH 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

The one inch thick report shows C.P.S. was contacted at least 6 times about possible child abuse against Seth 

Ireland and his 7-year-old half brother from August to December of 2008.  The case worker wrote there is 

"possible physical and emotional abuse and neglect" in the home.  Another report shows "the children had 

been allowed to use alcohol or other drugs."  On October 12th, a neighbor called cps and was quoted saying 

she "can hear fighting, and believes it may be physical. Also can hear yelling at children, kids are often heard 

yelling „stop‟ and is concerned the kids may be being abused.” yet the case worker wrote "the allegations 

appeared to be unfounded and that the kids deny any abuse or neglect."  
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ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/23/09, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

Mayor Swearengin is working on a few different initiatives to make sure that people who are out feel 

comfortable. On the campaign trail she says many women told her that crime and their safety was a concern 

so she's working to address it with the police department. Mayor Swearengin says recent research showing 

women feel rather unsafe at night, concerns her. Police Chief Jerry Dyer is working to develop an action plan 

to help women feel more comfortable. Swearengin is behind a new plan being unveiled tomorrow for the 

elderly. She plans to create an initiative for women in the coming weeks. 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY, 8AM, 1/24/09, LENGTH :30 SEC.,LOCAL 

Newly released numbers from the Merced Police Department show violent crime increased in 2008, while 

the overall crime rate was down. The city had eleven murders last year, compared to seven the year before. 

There were also two more rape or molestation cases than in 2007.but burglaries, auto thefts, and arsons all 

declined, along with the total number of calls.  Police Chief  Russ Thomas says gangs are responsible for 

most of the city's murders, and his department is trying to curb gang violence through additional staff and 

educational programs 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM, 1/24/09, LENGTH 1:36 MIN., LOCAL 

Sanger firefighters evacuated guests from Har Dawar's "town house motel" around noon Friday after PG&E 

gas detectors found a massive leak near church and academy. Finding the leak proved more difficult. Police 

shut down half a mile of academy while PG&E dug 3 holes in the street. The power company says crews 

found 2 leaks which took hours to repair. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/24/09, LENGTH 2:06 MIN., LOCAL 

The Mayor and Police Chief say they expect an increase in crimes against seniors this year because the 

economy is in such bad shape. One resident we spoke to say any help city leaders and volunteers provide is 

welcome. The Mayor and the Chief plan to install police cameras in busy senior areas, track crime that 

occurs against them and have volunteers make routine house visits to residents like miller checking door 

locks, window latches and repairing these safety features if necessary. The Fresno Police Chief Foundation 

paid for today's repairs to latches and locks. Seniors also talked about getting better lighting in areas along 

streets and even fixing cracks in streets. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/26/09, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The school instantly went into lock down mode. School resource officer Jamie Rios says they tried to keep 

everyone inside safe.  But a shooting investigation quickly turned into crowd control when worried parents 

started showing up. Susan bedim with Fresno Unified says an internal meeting with safety officers is 

scheduled for later this week.  Fresno Unified first started using metal detecting wands at football games this 

fall.  Rios says using detectors more often will help prevent crime on campus. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/27/09, LENGTH :24 SEC,.LOCAL 

The Federal prison in Atwater is on lockdown after an inmate was stabbed multiple times in a fight. A prison 

spokesperson says six other inmates were injured. All are expected to be okay. Two staff members also 

suffered minor injuries. The Correctional Officers Union has called for improved safety since officer José 

Rivera was killed by inmates last June. The prison says this latest fight appears to have been an isolated 

incident. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/29/09, LENGTH 2:07 MIN., LOCAL 

Students at Rivera Middle School sold about a dozen boxes like this one from the Jane Dough Company that 

contained peanut butter cookie dough.  So far no one has reported any problems, but administrators aren't 

taking any chances. The cookie dough made by Jane Dough and Dough-To-Go in the bay area is being 

recalled following a nationwide salmonella outbreak.  It's one of hundreds of products made with potentially 

tainted peanut butter from this Georgia plant.  The dough was sold during fundraisers at schools across 

California, including Rivera middle school, Exeter High School, and Gustine High School as well as 

Charleston, Lorena Falasco, Westside, and Our Lady of Fatima schools in Los Banos. All of the affected 
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valley schools we contacted say they're taking similar steps to notify everyone who bought the peanut butter 

cookie dough. But so far only Exeter High School has reported having any boxes returned. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/29/09, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's Fire Chief is backing a national plan which would make fire sprinkler systems mandatory inside 

most new homes. Chief Randy Bruegman says having a sprinkler system in your home is better than having a 

firefighter there. Bruegman is endorsing an initiative by the national fire protection association. It wants 

residential sprinklers to be made standard safety requirements in new homes. He intends to introduce fire 

sprinkler safety plans to the Fresno City Council in the near future. About 80 percent of fire deaths occur in 

the home. Homes with automatic fire sprinklers and working smoke alarms reduce that risk significantly. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/30/09, LENGTH 2:17 MIN., LOCAL 

Last week there was a lockdown at the Bullard High-Edison game after somebody fired gunshots in the 

parking lot. Nobody was hurt.  But as a result, police had a bigger than usual presence at Hoover High, where 

the team from Edison was playing. After last week's shooting a Fresno Unified spokesperson said the district 

was reviewing its security policies, and discussing the possibility of extra measures like metal detectors. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/08/09, LENGTH 2:10 MIN., LOCAL 

Lloyd Carter criticized farm workers saying in short the valley doesn't deserve more water because farm 

workers are quote "illegal aliens" and "turn to lives of crime.” he has since apologized for his remarks. 

Despite his apology, the NAACP has written this letter asking for carter to resign his position on several 

water boards. And, now the agricultural community is fighting back. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/10/09, LENGTH 2:03 MIN., LOCAL 

Instead of being slammed shut, close to 60-thousand inmates may soon see their prison doors open wide. A 

Federal Appeals Court has issued a tentative ruling saying California‟s prison population must be reduced 

within the next 2-3 years because of overcrowding and poor conditions. Currently there are close to 158-

thousand inmates in California spread across 33 prisons. If the court's ruling is finalized and an appeal is 

rejected, an estimated 60-thousand white-collar criminals, property and identity thieves would be set free. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/12/09, LENGTH :51 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/13/09, LENGTH :51 SEC.,LOCAL 

The death of a Fresno boy has prompted the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to voluntarily recall 

300- thousand hooded drawstring sweatshirts. The sweatshirts, kid pullover hood and kid zipper with hood, 

have drawstrings through the hood. Experts say the drawstrings should be removed immediately since they 

can become caught on objects.  Last November, a three-year-old boy was playing on a jungle gym at a home 

in southeast Fresno. He was strangled when the drawstring on his hooded sweatshirt became stuck on a slide. 

The kid pullover hood has a flat style drawstring at the neck, one middle front pocket, and fleece inside 

lining. The top sewn in label reads "hill made in USA”. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/20/09, LENGTH :30 SEC,. LOCAL 

The violent arrest of a homeless man is drawing a strong reaction from the public as Fresno police 

investigate the officers involved. Earlier this month, Fresno Officers Scott Pain and Jeffery Gross were video 

taped trying to detain 52-year-old Glen Beaty. At one point, you can see one of the officers repeatedly punch 

beauty in the face. An exclusive action news poll conducted by survey USA asked if the officers involved 

should be charged with a crime. 65-percent said yes. 26-percent said no. fifty -percent of Fresno residents 

surveyed believe Fresno Police Chief Jerry Dyer bears some responsibility if the officers are found to have 

used excessive force. 26-percent believe he would have a lot of responsibility. 23-percent say he bears none 

of it. ABC 30 Legal Analyst Tony Capozzi worries the public has made up its mind too quickly.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/23/09, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

Chief investigator Pete Chavez has worked for the Fresno County District Attorney's office for 29 years but 

does not know if he will make it to 30.The county board of supervisors has already ordered the public works 

department to layoff 21 people and other departments like Chavez‟s could face similar instructions if the 
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county does not reduce its forecasted 32-million dollar budget shortfall and soon. Administrator john 

Navarrette says the county should expect to see essential money now that governor Schwarzenegger has 

signed a new state budget. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/24/09, LENGTH 2:15 MIN., LOCAL 

Connie Tavares is the registered nurse at El Diamante High school in Visalia.  She sees up to sixty students a 

day and sometimes Tavarez has to act fast during an emergency like one incident where a student came in 

complaining of a headache. He started to show symptoms of a head concussion and I had to call 9-1-1 had I 

not assessed I think it would have been confused for maybe defiance. Tavarez says having a registered nurse 

on hand can mean the difference between life and death. Visalia Unified administrators are considering 

replacing 12 of the district's 16 registered nurses with licensed vocational nurses or LVNS.  This would mean 

Tavarez would be out of a job, but more importantly, she says it would put students' health at risk. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/25/09, LENGTH ;42 SEC., LOCAL 

A rock climber is recovering in the hospital after he survived an avalanche in Yosemite. It‟s a story we first 

brought you yesterday on AM Live. The man was trying to climb Half Dome when he was swept down about 

100 yards by the avalanche but rangers say he stayed on top of the sliding snow. These pictures were taken 

by the national park service and the highway patrol during the rescue. You can see the avalanche on the left 

side of your screen. The experienced climber and his team from Korea started their trek five days ago. A 

helicopter crew rescued 38-year-old Jun Ho Wang yesterday. He was found, bundled in a sleeping bag. 

Wong endured about 16 hours in the snow before being flown to safety. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/28/09, LENGTH 1:09 SEC., LOCAL 

A bank robbery led to a chase across north Fresno this afternoon and ended with a Fresno police officer 

shooting at a suspect. It all started just before three at the wells Fargo bank on friend and Fresno. And there 

were several more police scenes, including at the Kohl's in River Park, where the suspect was first located. 

Police finally caught him at the Marriott hotel on Fresno near Herndon. Police say 25-year-old Cloudy 

Philidor walked into the wells Fargo wearing a mask. They say he took out a handgun, showed it to a teller 

and took off with some cash. When they caught up with Philander, he was inside a car, just behind the Kohl's 

department store in River Park. That‟s when they say he dumped the gun, jumped out of the car, and ran 

across highway 41, before running into another officer, who didn't know the gun was gone. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM 3/13/09, LENGTH 2:04 MIN. LOCAL 

This mess of charred debris is all that's left of Clarke auditorium. It was once the largest building here at the 

fairgrounds. Organizers of the big annual fair were counting on the space for their event in May. But now 

they and other community members are trying to cope with the sudden loss. This smoldering pile of burned 

brick and twisted metal was once a place where the Chowchilla community came to celebrate. This was the 

second fire in the building in just over a week.  Last Thursday a storage room went up in flames but did not 

cause serious damage.  Investigators suspect arson in the first fire, and they are calling this second fire 

suspicious. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/18/09, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Crib makers have proposed a ban on drop-side cribs because of concerns over infant deaths, injuries and a 

series of recalls. The proposal would end production of drop-side cribs where one side moves up and down. 

It would also require cribs to have four immovable sides. As of yet, the proposal has not been finalized.  The 

consumer product safety commission says at least three children have died in drop-side cribs in the last 18 

months.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/18/09, LENGTH 1:58 SEC., LOCAL 

As temperatures begin to rise, farm workers need to be reminded the law allows them to take water or shade 

breaks whenever needed. Cal-Osha says last year six occupational deaths were attributed to the heat. Three 

of them Ag-related. Welsh were in Easton to talk with local growers, farm labor contractors, and field 

supervisors at a heat illness prevention session. Training was conducted in both English and Spanish. 
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ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/19/09, LENGTH :35 SEC.,LOCAL 

A patient's death has led to a big fine for a Fresno care home.  The state has fined the Raintree Convalescent 

Hospital eighty thousand dollars, the most severe penalty under state law. In November--a patient with a 

specific diet that calls for all foods to be chopped up died after choking on a meatball. Both the chef and the 

worker involved in the accident have since been terminated. Raintree officials say employees there 

participate in training through the year to prevent accidents. And since the November incident have initiated 

new safety procedures. There are 49 patients at the Raintree Convalescent Hospital. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/19/09, LENGTH 3:34 MIN., LOCAL 

Police caught the teenager who broke this window at Fresno‟s Lawless Elementary this month because of a 

burglar alarm. Fresno Unified's security alarms have helped police catch young burglars at least four times 

over the last year. They're comforting to have in your home as well. Installing them gets you a discount on 

your insurance, and the peace of mind of knowing someone's monitoring your safety ready to sound the 

alarm when you need help. Elite security systems but many times, electronic security systems are more 

costly than just the monthly fee you're paying. False alarms are more common than you might think, and in 

most valley cities, homeowners have to pay a fine when they accidentally call police more than once. Police 

say more than 95 percent of the security alarm calls they get are false alarms. So, 19 out of every 20 times, 

they're responding to nothing. Well, not quite nothing. A lot of times they're responding to something as 

simple as a helium balloon running out of air and tripping a motion sensor. The manager at this Sears says it 

happened to him. Locators are all on RH tape - except we don't have the post office. All of them on Tulare 

had false alarms Blackstone near shield the Manchester sears called out eight false alarms in two months the 

action news crime tracker mapped out all the false alarms over two months in Merced County, Hanford, 

Clovis, Fresno, Visalia and Tulare County. You can see the red dots basically cover the entire valley and 

more than 2-thousand false alarms in two months. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 3/12/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

A Special Report: Tyra Banks and Dating Violence: 

The recent charges that singer Chris Brown physically assaulted his girlfriend singer Rhianna has been 

making headlines everywhere. There was candid dialogue about dating violence.  Special guest Tyra Banks 

is here to talk about her own experience in an emotionally and verbally abusive relationship. Then we heard 

what teens across the country think about the recent incident. Could this be happening to your daughter? We 

shared the warning signs that your child could be in danger and offered critical information on how to get 

help. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 3/19/09, 4PM 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

Oprah Talks To Men Who Have Beaten Women:     

Last week, millions watched as Oprah and Tyra Banks gave a special report on dating violence.  Today‟s 

show is an eye-opening hour as the conversation continues.  We are talking to men who admit they've 

abused.  Husbands, boyfriends, and former batterers don't hold back when they reveal why they've beaten 

women.  Then, it's been 20 years since actress Robin Givens went public with what she lived through. Now, 

hear her take on the Chris Brown, Rihanna story.  Today‟s Oprah. 

 

PSA       LENGTH  APRX. AIRING 

Road Block: Drink & Drive: Crash   :30   21 

Road Block: Drink & Drive: Ambulance   :30   15 

Road Block: Drink & Drive: Hospital   :30   35 

Community Calendar     :30              100 
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HEALTH CARE ISSUES FOR THE VALLEY 

 

ABC30/CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL CENTRAL CALIFORNIA: KIDS DAY 

ABC30 broadcast 7 day countdown PSA‟s and day of event PSA along with numerous Action News 

segments leading up to the even and on Kids Day. Proceeds benefit Children‟s Hospital Central California. 

  

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/01/2009, 4:00PM , :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3 Camp Taylor: Festival of Hearts Extravaganza: We were joined by Jocelyn Goldring, Festival of 

Hearts Chairwoman and Rachael Goldring, 16 year old born with congenital heart disease.  A special camp 

in Fresno County is giving children born with heart defects a chance to be just like other kids. About fifty 

children and their families are at Wonder Valley Ranch this weekend for Camp Taylor, a camp that many say 

changes lives. Scars once hidden are now on display for all to see, as children born with congenital heart 

disease get a weekend of fun. "It's like the scar doesn't even exist ... nobody even notices the scar," said 

Madera parent KayCee Casella. Casella's daughter, Kaitlyn, was born with a heart defect and is attending 

Camp Taylor for the second time. Casella said she's already seen changes in Kaitlyn's behavior:  "Singing out 

loud when she's normally very quiet, and the counselors get her singing really loud.” 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/15/09, 11:00AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #4: Helping Our Own Destiny: Student Health Conference: We were joined by Paul Copeland, 

President/Founder and Jena Adams, Fresno County Health Department here to talk about H.O.O.D. The 

future is in all our hands, so we are asking you to help contribute by supporting the Helping Our Own 

Destiny H.O.O.D. Prevention Program along with the Community Health Committee‟s Student HIV/Health 

Conference. H.O.O.D. was established in 1995 in Fresno, Caby Paul E. Copeland along with concerned 

parents and a host of caring supporters to address the unique challenges that our students face. H.O.O.OD.‟s 

mission for this conference is to educate and offer viable solutions for students from the seventh to the 

twelfth grade in regards to HIV/AIDS prevention and other health related issues. H.O.O.D. aims to offer 

these students proactive options that 

 

VALLEY FOCUS 3/01/2009, 4:30PM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Children‟s Hospital Central California: Kids Day & Ambassadors: We were joined by Joyce 

Morris, Mother 2009 Kids Day Ambassadors of Zachariah and Michelle Liu her to talk about the kids day 

event. The Kids Day event for Children‟s Hospital Central California is all about giving. Healthy Children 

giving sick children their one dollar and this Fresno family has become regular visitors to the Heart Center at 

Children‟s Hospital Central California. 

Segment #2: Children‟s Hospital Central California: Philanthropy: We were joined by Jim Meinert, Vice 

President, and Foundation: ABC30, Children‟s Hospital, and the Fresno Bee want the community to help 

Kids Day a success. From volunteers selling the special Kids Day edition of The Fresno Bee to the 

generosity of commuters, schools and businesses, this fundraising campaign was a team effort. It proves $1 

can go a long way to support the work of Children‟s Hospital Central California.  The 22nd annual Kids Day 

section of The Fresno Bee featured stories on the Hospital‟s Rehabilitation Unit, medication safety and our 

canine volunteer program. Kids Day is a joint project between The Fresno Bee, ABC 30, and Children‟s 

Hospital. 

Segment #3: Children‟s Hospital Central California: Call for volunteers: Kids day is coming March 3
rd

 and 

Children‟s Hospital Central California needs your help to volunteer to sell Kids Day papers for a $1 each. So 

please volunteer and make a difference for the children in our community. You can go to 

www.childrenscentralcal.org or call 1-800-73-CHILD to learn how to volunteer. 

Segment #4: United Cerebral Palsy of Central California: 30
th
 Annual Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick‟s Day 

Run/Walk. We were joined by Jackie Yates, Chairperson to talk about their event. The number 30 will be the 

big number for the 30
th
 Annual Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick‟s Day Run/Walk for United Cerebral Palsy of 

Central California, on Saturday March 14
th
 in the Mountain View Shelter of Fresno‟ Woodward Park.  A 30 

point Runner of The Year will be a highlight o f the event. Thirty points is the top category of points 

accumulated in Race Director Ken Takeuchi‟s Valley-wide Runner of the Year series. Events are scheduled 

http://www.fresnobee.com/
http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/index
http://www.childrenscentralcal.org/


 15 

for top competitive runners, along with kid‟s race and a walk for more casual adults and family groups. 

Others who traditionally walk or run include business, church, health, and civic organizations. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/15/09, 10:30AM, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 

Segment #4: Children‟s Hospital Milka package: Children‟s Hospital Central California and ABC30 bring 

you the story of one little girl, Milka Gutierrez. She has been named one of the champions across America 

and she will travel to Florida to be a special guest at a special tribute. Milka lives with the most fragile bones 

you could ever imagine and was born with Osteogenesis Imperfecta. It‟s a disease that can cause fractures 

with the slightest bump. With every broken bone, there is a trip to Children‟s Hospital Central California. 

Milka has racked up so many frequent flyer miles at the hospital; she‟s now a mini-celebrity, a tiny 

ambassador who drums up support for the hospital that heals. 

 

LATINO LIFE, 2/01/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Latino Life is a half hour program produced by ABC30 and hosted by Graciela Moreno. The show focuses 

on issues impacting the Latino community and highlights positive contributions Latinos are making in the 

Valley:  Segment #3: A respected Valley physician was recently honored by Maybelline New York. Doctor 

Katherine Flores of Fresno was selected from thousands of entries across the United States as one of ten 

recipients of the Maybelline New York Beauty of Education Awards. The award recognizes women who 

motivate, mentor and make a difference in their community through the power of education. Doctor Flores 

helped create Doctor's Academy at Sunnyside High School and Junior Doctors Academy to help 

disadvantaged Valley students become better prepared for careers in health and medicine 

 

LATINO LIFE, 3/15/2009, 10:00AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

ABC30 looks into the need for bone marrow donors. Every day, approximately 6-thousand people search the 

national bone marrow registry and looking for a donor who may potentially save their life. The chances of 

finding a match are much higher for Caucasians, who make up 73-percent of those registered. All other 

ethnic groups combined make-up only 27 percent. One valley man is hoping the Latino community will 

come forward to help him and others like him, increase their chance for survival. Hear his story. Hear from 

members of the leukemia and lymphoma society and the Central California Blood Center. Bone marrow 

drives Saturday, march 28th, between 12 and 4PM at Kerman High School. On Sunday, March 29th another 

bone marrow drive will be held at the fire station on Pollasky street in Clovis, from 11 am to 3pm. Inn 

addition, Latino Life looks into the childhood obesity problem. the Fresno Parks and Recreation Department 

is tackling the problem with their summer "lifestyle and fitness camp and the Fresno County Library has a 

new program for kids called "fit for life.” Guests include members of Fresno Parcs and the Fresno county 

library. Latino life also showcases the work of Marcos Dorado. The Latino artist has a new exhibit called 

"100 Faces of Fresno." the entire collection will be on exhibit from August 13th thru September 24th at arte 

Americas. Breast cancer is now the leading cause of cancer-related death among Latinas. This episode of 

Latino Life gives highlights of a recent conference at Fresno State designed to change that. Performers acted 

out what a typical visit to the doctor is like for a woman seeking a breast exam. It's part of the "Latinas 

empowered for action conference." 

 

AM LIVE SUNDAY 8AM, 1/11/09, LENGTH 1:35 MIN.,LOCAL 

Inheriting an estimated trillion dollar deficit and weak economy- president elect Barack Obama is setting an 

ambitious goal of creating three to four million jobs over the next two years. Obama made the announcement 

during his weekly web address: Obama has said his plan would include more than 450-thousand jobs in 

energy, 377-thousand in infrastructure, nearly 250 thousand in health care and more.  But many in congress 

are skeptical- Obama‟s own economic team said their estimates of the amount of job creation could be wrong 

and then there's the cost- 775 billion dollars in an exclusive interview with ABC's George Stephanopoulos; 

Obama suggested Americans will have to tighten their belts. 
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ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/13/09, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Today, Tulare County employees will ask the board of supervisors to delay closing community health clinics 

in Tulare and Lindsay. Up to 300 county workers would be laid off. Opponents say the closure of the clinics 

will create a hardship for Tulare county residents who have few health care options Tulare County plans to 

hold a public hearing at the end of the today's board of supervisors meeting on the clinic closures. But the 

workers union does not believe the community was given enough notice of the hearing to voice their 

concerns and have their questions answered. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/13/09, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

House Democrats are circulating an 825-billion-dollar economic stimulus measure that emphasizes health 

care, Education and highway construction, as well as tax cuts for individuals and businesses.  Democratic 

leaders plan to unveil the legislation later today. They‟ve pledged to have a bill ready for president-elect 

Barack Obama to sign by mid-February.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/16/09, LENGTH :33 SEC.,LOCAL 

Local law enforcement, health care, and social workers have formed a new task force in response to a 

growing number of child abuse reports in the valley. The group met today to discuss a new radio campaign, 

billboard signs, and mail pamphlets to educate residents about child abuse. Leaders say recent news of ten -

year old Seth Ireland‟s death allegedly at the hands of his mother's boyfriend ignited the idea for the task 

force. child protective services says the number of child abuse reports rose from eight-hundred and fifty-two 

in November; to one-thousand two-hundred and forty-one in December. 

 

ACTION NEWS AMLIVE, 1/24/09, LENGTH 1:25 SEC., LOCAL 

Dr. Kenneth McConnochie says telemedicine significantly reduced visits to the ER. Tele-Med assistants 

gather information; take pictures and even record lung sounds of sick kids at selected day care centers and 

schools. It's all sent online to a doctor in the city. Serious illnesses may still require an in-person visit or trip 

to the office or ER. Telemedicine works for conditions like ear infections, skin rashes, sore throats and colds. 

It‟s much more readily accessible and much more efficient. For parents, fewer trips to the ER mean fewer 

missed days of work. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/27/09, LENGTH 2:25 MIN., LOCAL 

These days it seems nobody's job is safe. Combined with the plunge in home values and the stock market, 

just about everybody is worried about their jobs, their money, and their future. Being out of work is difficult 

for anybody. Bradfield advises those who are overcome with depression and anxiety to seek help others. 

If private counseling isn't available county mental health agencies, even churches may provide some help. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/29/09, LENGTH :19 SEC. LOCAL 

State Attorney General Jerry Brown wants to take back control of California‟s prison health care system 

from the federal government. Brown says it's an effort to stop a costly 8 billion dollar plan to build new 

facilities. Sick inmates would have yoga rooms, regulation-size basketball courts, and electronic bingo board, 

music and art therapy and reflection and meditation gardens. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/04/09, LENGTH. :30 SEC., LOCAL 

In an exclusive action news poll conducted by Survey U.S.A, we asked more than 400 people in the central 

valley, "would you be willing to take a pay cut to save jobs at your workplace?”  57 percent said yes, while 

37 percent said no. When asked if they would take a pay cut to save their own job, the numbers jumped much 

higher.  82-percent said yes; about 15-percent said no. 

 

ACTION NEWS 2/04/09, LENGTH :26 SEC. LOCAL 

New research shows that cancer survivors who are prone to developing other conditions sometimes don't get 

the treatment they need because of the high costs. Survivors are more likely to develop other conditions, 

including heart disease or a second cancer. A study done by doctors at the national cancer institute, found 

survivors without insurance struggle the most, but even patients with health insurance often had trouble with 

out of pocket expenses. There are more than 12 million cancer survivors living in the United States today. 
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ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/05/09, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

A Republican State Senator says the Schwarzenegger administration is making a mistake to include cuts to 

the state's medi-cal program. Under the governor's proposed budget, most dental services for adult Medi-Cal 

recipients would be eliminated. Senator Sam Aanestad says it would be more cost-effective for the state to 

pay for preventative treatment rather than emergency care. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/09/09, LENGTH :27 SEC. LOCAL 

One million dollars presented to the Fresno County District Attorney's office will go towards fighting 

insurance fraud in the valley. Today Insurance Commissioner Steve Poizner presented a million dollar check 

to DA Elizabeth Egan. The money will help in the battle against fraud, which Poizner says is a rampant 

problem in the state bringing fraud tax rates up to 500 dollars for every person. In the past two years and 

Poizner says two thousand fraud arrests have been made throughout the state. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/10/09, LENGTH :47 SEC., LOCAL 

The final stimulus package is likely to offer about 47 billion dollars for repairing and building roads, rails, 

and clean water facilities. There is a new, two year tax credit.  500-dollars per worker. People making more 

than 75-thousand dollars would get less.   It would begin showing up in June paychecks. The senate has 

proposed allowing car buyers to deduct sales taxes and loan interest.  It's not clear how much, but there will 

also be more money for student loans, head start, and repairs for schools. Unemployment benefits will be 

extended and increased by 25 dollars a week.  Anyone drawing unemployment will have access to either 

Medicaid or get a huge subsidy to keep existing insurance. 

 

ACTION NEWS 2/27/09, LENGTH :23 SEC.,LOCAL 

Some valley teens are helping each other stay in school with the help of a company that can "ensure" their 

success. State farm insurance donated more than 72-thousand dollars to create the "youth graduation 

empowerment project" or Y.G.E.P. It's a statewide campaign challenging students to help lower the dropout 

rate. The Fresno county branch of Y.G.E.P. held its first teen summit in January. The group presented its 

recommendations to educators yesterday. 

 

ACTION NEWS 2/27/09, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

Saturday is the last day the county-run clinics in Lindsay and Tulare will be run by Tulare County officials. 

On Monday the hospital in Tulare will take over the two clinics and as you can see workers are already 

making renovations for the switch. A fresh coat of paint marks a new beginning for the Tulare County Health 

clinic in Lindsay. Officials from the Tulare regional medical center which recently changed its name from 

the "tulare district hospital" say all is in place for a smooth transition on Monday in Lindsay and in Tulare. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/02/09, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

A Clovis family has two, special reasons to take part in tomorrow's "Kid's Day". The annual fundraiser for 

"Children's Hospital Central California" helps support life-saving treatments for kids throughout the valley. 

Action News anchor Margot Kim shows us the family's journey started out with double the trauma that 

turned into double the joy. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/02/09, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Two south valley clinics opened up their doors today under new ownership.  Hospital crews worked to paint 

and put other finishing touches on the Tulare County Health Clinic in Lindsay. The county-run clinics in 

Lindsay and Tulare were taken over by the Tulare Regional Medical Center. The hospital promised no 

interruption of care.  Today officials were happy to report that they opened up the clinic doors to a full 

schedule of patients. Crews will be making renovations to the Tulare clinic also called the Hillman Health 

Center in a few weeks. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/05/09, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

President Obama hopes for a healthy discussion on healthcare. He‟s starting an in-depth conversation today 

at the White House, bringing policy leaders and legislators together to discuss reform. The president's 
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healthcare plan would entail a 634 billion dollar reserve fund over 10 years set aside toward building 

comprehensive healthcare.  He also asks wealthier seniors who make more than 170 thousand dollars a year 

to pay more for their Medicare prescriptions. Kathleen Sebelius, the Health and Human Services Secretary 

nominee, says it will be a challenge. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/17/09, LENGTH 2:24 MIN., LOCAL 

Hundreds of caretakers and patients from state health care programs are angry over the prospect of more 

funding cuts. That could mean a lower pay for workers and reduced care for people like, Lori Nishimura. But 

the news in this budget hearing was not good. In order to prevent more cuts, $10 billion dollars in federal 

stimulus money must come in specifically for the state's general fund. Most estimates fall below that; about 2 

billion short. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/23/09, LENGTH 2:09 MIN., LOCAL 

Valley hospitals noticed the baby boom months ago.  At Clovis Community the maternity ward is literally 

bursting at the seams. A planned expansion in 2011 won't come soon enough. The National Center for Health 

Statistics study shows more women of childbearing age are having babies including those in their 30's and 

40's and a record share of babies is born to unmarried women. Both older and younger women.. Dr. 

Benjamin says a poor economy can have a big impact in the area of unwanted pregnancies. It takes money to 

buy contraceptives and many sex education programs have gone the way of music and P.E. in high schools 

with California budget cuts. Here are the facts: 52 percent of all babies born in the U.S. in 2007 were to 

teenagers. In California 50 percent were teen pregnancies but in Fresno county 56 percent were teen 

pregnancies and in Tulare County 58 percent or almost two out of every three pregnancies were to teen 

moms. Teen moms often don't have the prenatal care they need putting them at risk for complications. 

At Fresno‟s Planned Parenthood they're seeing a different reason for this new baby boom. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/24/09, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

In just a matter of hours, health care in the south valley will take an important step forward. Kaweah Delta 

District Hospital is about to open a new wing that will help doctors care for more patients with life 

threatening illnesses or injuries.  Action News reporter Sontaya Rose is live in Visalia with what these new 

facilities have to offer. 

 

MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGHS #22 

Sunday, March 1
st
, 2009 @ 4:00PM, :30 Minutes, Syndication 

In this quarterly health newsmagazine, Dr. Dean Edell examines the weighty problem facing America‟s 

youth, shows you the inside of high tech hospitals, explores extraordinary breakthroughs which could one 

day seem commonplace and shares insights that could lead to early diagnosis of autism. Heavyweight battle 

with more and more kids becoming overweight and obese, what choices can parent make to help kids battle a 

problem that if left unchecked could forfeit their future? High Tech Hospitals from Smart Rooms to robotic 

surgery to Advances in training, technology aims to make hospital treatments safer and more precise. 

Medicine‟s Next Big Thing Artificial blood, virus filters, and man-made organs may one day become 

common as researchers explore new medical horizons. Unlocking autism earlier detection methods help 

parents and doctors diagnose autism at an earlier age. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/05/09, 4PM 1 HOUR, SYNDICAITON 

Best Life Week: Falling Off the Wagon: its day one of Oprah's Best Life Week and today she opens up like 

never before.  In a candid interview, Oprah talks about the weight she‟s gained and how it happened after she 

thought she'd won the battle.  She and exercise physiologist Bob Greene share exactly what she's doing - and 

you can, too - to get back on track.  You'll get the diet tips, workout plan, and guide to putting yourself back 

on your own priority list.  Have you fallen off the weight control wagon?  Find out what to do now to get 

right back on.   

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/06/09, 4PM, 1HOUR, SYNDICATION: 

Best Life Week: Dr. Oz & The Ultimate Health Checklist: It‟s day two of Best Life Week and we've made 

you an appointment for the ultimate 2009 health checkup.  Dr. Oz shares his definitive checklist to put us on 
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the road to wellness!  We'll tell you which medical tests, supplements, vitamins and foods are critical to 

improving your health this year.  Plus, find out the eight numbers that could save your life!  Then, you'll see 

how some viewers transformed their health and you can, too!  It‟s time to live your best and healthiest life 

yet.  
 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/07/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Best Life Week: Finding Your Spiritual Path:  

Best Life Week continues with Spirituality 101.  On today's show, our panel of experts including author 

Elizabeth Lesser, Rev. Ed Bacon, and Rev. Michael Beckwith tackles the big questions.  How can you find 

fulfillment in your life, your job, your family, your financial status?  And how can you stay "connected" in 

your everyday life?  If you can't remember the last time you felt truly happy, take this hour to begin to get 

your life back!  Find out what to do when life isn't what you expected.    

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/12/09, 4PM, 1HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Falling Off The Wagon Follow-Up-LIVE:    

Last week, millions watched as Oprah opened up about her recent forty-pound weight gain and revealed 

intimate details about her struggle with weight like never before.   The headlines were everywhere and 

viewer response was incredible.  Emails poured in from all over the world from many who wanted to know 

just how it happened, and from others who shared stories about their own battle with weight.  On today's 

show, Oprah responds.  Also on the show, Erik Chopin discusses his continuing struggle with weight even 

after being crowned "the biggest loser” on NBC's hit show. He explains why he didn‟t want anyone to know 

that he had lost his battle with food again, on today‟s Oprah. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/15/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICAATION 

The Great Debate: Should You Replace Your Hormones?        

If you're a woman over 35, you may be confused about hormone therapy.  What is it and how can it help treat 

the symptoms of menopause?  We'll share vital information all women need to have.  Medical experts weigh 

in on both sides of the hormone replacement controversy, on today‟s Oprah. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/26/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Obese Families In Crisis: The Intervention:    

Overweight teenagers on the edge confront their food issues, themselves, and their parents during a 

groundbreaking intervention.   We'll show you what happened when husband and wife counselors Rich and 

Yvonne Dutra-St. John lead a life-changing eight-hour workshop where sixteen obese teens learned to let out 

their pain, anger and frustrations and find the true cause of their hunger.  Their raw emotions and 

breakthroughs will inspire you on today‟s Oprah.  

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/27/09 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Dr. Oz Reports: Why America‟s Kids Are Fat: 

On today‟s show, Dr. Oz reports on the reasons why America‟s kids are fat.  We'll take you inside a school 

cafeteria to see what kids really eat.  And, we'll show you how to pack a low calorie lunch your kids will 

like!  Find out what you can do right now to get your kids to eat healthier.  Also, author David Zinczenko 

reveals the hidden truth behind some of America‟s favorite fast foods.  It's vital information you need. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/29/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Suzanne Somers – The Bioidentical Hormone:  

On today‟s Oprah, we continue the hormone therapy discussion.  She‟s been called a human guinea pig by 

some and has been met with relentless controversy, but for many, she's a real savior.   Suzanne Somers 

shares how she found herself at the center of the hormone replacement debate and we'll find out why she 

says hormones saved her life.  Plus, we'll give you specific questions you need to ask your doctor and tell 

you which tests to take as we continue to work through the maze of hormone therapy.  Also, Dr. Christiane 

Northrup weighs in on the controversy.  
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OPRAH WINFREY, 2/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Oprah Talks To An Entire Family Addicted To Heroin:        

This is a first.  Oprah talks to a mom, dad, and two teenage sons all addicted to heroin.  Tune in to hear their 

shocking story.  You won't believe what's going on in America's heartland!  Find out what Lisa Ling has 

uncovered as she visits an area of the country that is gripped by the devastating phenomenon of heroin 

addiction.  Our cameras followed a mom and dad on their daily drug run with their infant son.  It‟s a family 

where everyone but the baby is hooked on heroin.  How did this happen? Then, a pregnant mom struggling 

with her own heroin addiction shares her heart-wrenching story.  She shoots up every four hours.  What‟s 

going to happen to her unborn baby?  Can these guests overcome their addiction?   

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 03/03/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

The Little Girl Found Living Like An Animal: 

A neighbor reports a pale little girl without clothes hidden from the world see what the police found when 

they entered her home.  And learn what happened to the biological mother that neglected this little girl for so 

many years.  Then, find out what happens when a family opens their hearts and their home to this 

traumatized child.  World-renowned child psychiatrist Dr. Bruce Perry joins Oprah to talk about some 

extreme cases of child neglect, and the story of 10-year-old Danielle, a child whose story shocked the 

country. 

 

OPRAH WINFRY, 03/10/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATIION 

Medical Mistakes: Dr. Oz Talks To Actor Dennis Quaid  

More people in the United States die from this than from breast cancer, AIDS and car accidents combined.  

It's a major health issue that will touch almost every single American at one point in their lives.  On today‟s 

show, Dr. Oz investigates medical mistakes.  Actor Dennis Quaid talks about the simple mistake that nearly 

killed his newborn twins. Then, meet the woman who underwent a mastectomy, but never had breast cancer! 

Plus, Dr. Oz shares a checklist on how to prevent medical mistakes from happening to you.  

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 3/24/09, 4PM 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

Dr. Oz: Extreme Life Extension    

Is it possible to live to be 120? 150?  The future of extreme life extension is here! On today's show, Dr. Oz 

shows us new and innovative ways to live longer!  We‟re talking to followers of a radical diet who believe it 

will help them live well into their second century of life with vitality! Then, find out how you can burn up to 

700 calories without any exercise.  Plus, we'll reveal a new high-tech treatment that celebrities swear by!  

This is not science fiction, this is real!  

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 3/26/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

The 900- Pound Woman 

She was a mother, a daughter, a sister and a mother of two.  And at 914 pounds and 29 years-old, Renee 

Williams was considered to be one of the heaviest women in the world.  Today, we talk to her mother and 

daughters about what it was like for her to be trapped in her own body.  Then, we meet an 18-year-old who 

once weighed 800 pounds and was virtually trapped in his own house.  Hear about what it‟s been like for him 

to grow up as an obese teenager.  Plus, reality TV star Ruby gives us a rare look inside an obesity rehab 

center.   

 

PSA      LENGTH   APRX. AIRING 
Children‟s Hospital Central California 

Kids Day  Volunteers    :30    130 

Children‟s Hospital Central California 

Kids Day Event Coming   :30    49 

Community Calendar    :30               100 
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EDUCATIONAL ISSUES IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 1/18/2009, 9:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Encourage Tomorrow/January is Mentoring Month: We were joined by Suzanne Moreno, 

Founding President and CEO and Sai Mouanoutoua, Outreach Specialist here to talk about their event. 

Encourage Tomorrow will be hosting a mentor conference at Fresno State in recognition of Mentoring 

Month. The purpose of the event is to acknowledge the importance and the impact mentorship makes in our 

community and to recognize and provide trainings to our mentors. Council Member Blong Xiong and Sheriff 

Margaret Mims will be at hand to speak about the impact of mentorship in our community. Judy Taylor, the 

Mentoring Project Director of the U.S. Department of Education will be equipping our mentors with the tools 

and skills necessary to help change the lives of their mentees. 

Segment #2: Encourage Tomorrow/Programs: We were joined by Lucy Vasquez, School-Based Mentoring 

Program Coordinator and Kathleen Smith, Senior Vice President, Valley Business Bank here to talk about 

their organization: Encourage Tomorrow provides after school tutoring for your children, available in the 

comfort of your home. The Supplemental Education Service program has no cost to qualified students. Each 

family should receive an application from the school district. Tutoring by Encourage Tomorrow is funded by 

the No Child Left Behind Act. Schools designated by the state as “not meeting adequate yearly progress” for 

more than two years must set aside funds for tutoring students who participate in the free and or reduced 

lunch program. 

Segment #3 & #4: University High School/Charter Schools: We were joined by James Bushman, Head of 

School and Bahar Madani, Student to talk about their charter school. The University High School located on 

the campus of California State University Fresno is an award winning charter school. Last year, according to 

US News and World Report, University High was ranked the 5
th
 best Charter School in a field of 18 

thousand other high schools. University High School is a free public charter school and is open to all 

students.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/01/2009, 4:00PM , :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: City of Fresno Fire Department: Non Profits May Apply for Firework Permits: We were joined 

by Mark Guardado, Fire Inspector to talk about their non-profit event. The Fresno City Council passed an 

ordinance approving the sale and use of Safe and Sane fireworks for the Fourth of July. Fireworks stand 

permits will be issued by the Fresno Fire Department. One permit will be issued to each individual non-profit 

organization that has held an IRS from 501 (c) (3) certification (letter for the IRS) for at least one year, or a 

valid business certificate issued by the City of Fresno. In order to fairly assign these permits, a random 

drawing will be conducted. All interested eligible organizations may fill out an interest card at Fire 

Department Headquarters, Fire Prevention District.  

Segment #2: Fresno Metropolitan Museum: Fresno Met 2009 Exhibition Schedule: We were joined by 

Candice Pendergrass, Marketing Director who talked about the event. After three years of renovations, the 

Fresno Metropolitan Museum was ready to open to the public again last November. The Extreme Make-over 

covers both inside and outside the museum. The science center includes a “natural numbers” exhibit where 

visitors can learn about the role of math in nature. The second and third floors house a feathered dinosaur‟s 

exhibit from China. 

Segment 4:  Children First: Technology the Good and Bad: Cell Phone use: Our one-half hour special called 

“Children First: Technology, The Good and the Bad” featured a story about the so called “My Space 

Generation” can easily chat online or text using the latest cell phone. But in some cases that can actually lead 

to a communication breakdown. Action News Anchor Graciela Moreno had the story. Larry Powell 

Superintendant of Schools tells us that our kids tend to spend about 4 minutes a day actually in a 

conversation with their parents 

  

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/15/09, 11:00AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Fresno Historical Society: Abraham Lincoln‟s 200
th
 Birthday –Civil War Soldiers –Liberty 

Cemetery. We were joined by Jill Moffat, Executive Director, Fresno Historical Society and Bill Coate, 

Educator, Lincoln‟s 200
th
 Birthday Project to talk about the launching of a valley-wide school project 

researching the lives of civil war soldiers who are buried in the Grand Army of the Republican section of the 
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Liberty Cemetery in Fresno. Starting with a rubbing from the grave marker which includes the soldier‟s 

name, home state, regiment and company, students will turn to primary source materials, including Census 

Reports, Pension Records, Obituaries, Death Certificates, and Military Muster Rolls to discover the stories of 

these men who fought during the American Civil War. After collecting data on each soldier, student will 

place their findings in historical context to understand the role their soldier played in the War. The students‟ 

findings will then be presented at The Civil War Revisited event at Kearney Park on the weekend of October 

4
th
 and 5

th
, 2009.  

Segment #3: Girl Scouts of Central California South: World Thinking Day: We were joined by Sarah 

Lippens, Girl Scouts of Central California South here to talk about their organization:  Over 3,500 Girl 

Scouts, from Girl Scouts of Central California South, will bring World Thinking Day at our community to 

celebrate diversity by representing over 100 countries. This year the girls will research a day in the life of a 

child and create an interactive exhibit that depicts their life, perform music, dance and tell stories. The Girl 

Scouts in cooperation with other community groups will create costumes, food and arts that reflect these 

cultures. They have also joined the global community and are rallying to provide bed nets, a proven tool that 

has helped several African countries slash malaria infections and deaths by more that 50% in recent years. 

The community is invited to attend and join in a celebration that reflects the many cultures of our valley. 

Segment #4: Helping Our Own Destiny: Student Health Conference: We were joined by Paul Copeland, 

President/Founder and Jena Adams, Fresno County Health Department here to talk about H.O.O.D. The 

future is in all our hands, so we are asking you to help contribute by supporting the Helping Our Own 

Destiny H.O.O.D. Prevention Program along with the Community Health Committee‟s Student HIV/Health 

Conference. H.O.O.D. was established in 1995 in Fresno, Caby Paul E. Copeland along with concerned 

parents and a host of caring supporters to address the unique challenges that our students face. H.O.O.OD.‟s 

mission for this conference is to educate and offer viable solutions for students from the seventh to the 

twelfth grade in regards to HIV/AIDS 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/08/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 

Segment #1: Fresno Women‟s Network: Network at Night: We were joined by Carole Laval, President and 

Joan Baraian, Public Relations here to talk about their upcoming event.  The Fresno Women‟s Network 

joined will have their 17
th
 annual trade show at the Valdez Center and everyone is welcome. Hundreds of 

women will come to downtown Fresno to learn about business opportunities in the valley. They will have the 

opportunity to visit dozens of booths at this years Network at Night. Hundreds of participants will learn 

about working for and with non-profits and small businesses. The event also gives advertisers a chance to 

showcase their products. 

Segment #2: Academy for Civic and Entrepreneurial Leadership: New Charter School: We were joined by 

Dave Childers, Principal. ACEL will offer all of the traditional high school academic requirements D Math, 

Language Arts, Social Science, and Science. In addition ACEL Fresno will provide access to classes in ELD, 

Spanish, Physical Education and Electives. ACEL Fresno will open in 2009 with a class of 9
th
 graders only. 

Then, ACEL Fresno will add a new 9
th
 grade class each year until is a full service high school with grades 9-

12 and there are no special requirements for students to be accepted at ACEL Fresno. ACEL Fresno is open 

to any resident of any area, and all students will receive equal consideration. 

Segment #3: State Center Community College Foundation: Renaissance Feast for Scholars: We were joined 

by Don Larson, Retired Instructor, and Committee Member here to talk about their upcoming event. Queen 

Elizabeth I comes alive for community college students at the Renaissance Feast for Scholars March 14, 

2009. Tickets are now on sale in the Fresno City College Library Reference Room. The festive evening will 

include dinner and wine with Her Most Gracious Majesty, Queen Elizabeth I, entertainment by the Queen‟s 

troupe of merrymakers and a short, but lively auction. Auction items will include dinners, vacations, and a 

wine tour and golf package. The event is also becoming a way for benefactors to show their support for local 

community college students. Last year‟s Renaissance Feast for Scholars raised over 35, 000 to benefit 

students of the State Center Community College District with currently serves more that 35, 000 students. 

The district serves a population in excess of a million residents. 

Segment #4: Junior League of Fresno: Programs & Breakfast at Tiffany‟s: We were joined by Laurie 

Salvano, President and Stephanie Reyna, Event Chair: The Junior League of Fresno is busily preparing for 

yet another year of its biggest fundraiser event, Breakfast at Tiffany‟s. It is a great event as all of the 

proceeds will benefit the Junior League of Fresno‟s projects designed to serve women and children in need in 
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our community. This event also allows women from the San Joaquin Valley to gather and enjoy a day of 

fashion, food and fun.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/15/09, 10:30AM, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 

Segment #1 & #2: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California: Mentoring Program & Bowl For Kids 

Sake: We were joined by Shauna Goodman, Special Event Coordinator and Brian Yengoyan, Big Brothers 

here to talk about their event. Come join Big Brothers Big Sisters at their annual Bowl for Kids Sake 

fundraising event taking place in Fresno, Madera, Visalia and Hanford. Participants sign up as individual 

bowlers or teams of five to bowl at any of our locations, all to help support Big Brothers Big Sisters one-to-

one mentoring programs. Teams can either be sponsored by an organization or company or each bowler on 

the team can raise pledges individually. All donations are tax-deductible and your donation stays in your 

community. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California exists to make a positive difference in the lives of 

children and youth, primarily through a professionally supported, one-to-one relationship with a caring adult, 

and to assist them to become healthy, confident, competent, and caring individuals. Since 1969, the agency 

has successfully served over 8500 children in the Central Valley. Local statistics show that of the children 

matched with a mentor through the agency, 69% improve in family relationships, 92% improve in academic 

performance, and 93% experience a boost in self-confidence. 

Segment #3: Central California Employment Roundtable: 50
th
 Anniversary of California Dept. of Fair 

Employment and Housing Act. We were joined by Bren Thomas, Lawyer, Member joined us to talk about 

their upcoming event.  The Central California Employment Roundtable is hosting a luncheon to celebrate the 

50
th
 Anniversary of the enactment of the California Fair Employment and Housing Act. The Act was the first 

real civil rights legislation implemented by any state and pioneered similar equal housing and employment 

laws throughout the states. The DFEH is the body that is charged with enforcing the FEHA by among other 

things; investigate complaints of discrimination and in select cases prosecuting offenses. 

Segment #4: Children‟s Hospital Milka package: Children‟s Hospital Central California and ABC30 bring 

you the story of one little girl, Milka Gutierrez. She has been named one of the champions across America 

and she will travel to Florida to be a special guest at a special tribute. Milka lives with the most fragile bones 

you could ever imagine and was born with Osteogenesis Imperfecta. It‟s a disease that can cause fractures 

with the slightest bump. With every broken bone, there is a trip to Children‟s Hospital Central California. 

Milka has racked up so many frequent flyer miles at the hospital; she‟s now a mini-celebrity, a tiny 

ambassador who drums up support for the hospital that heals. 

 

LATINO LIFE, 2/15/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Boy Scouts: The Boy Scouts is an organization that has been helping shape the lives of 

thousands of boys and young men for the past 100 years.  Now the Boy Scouts of America are hoping 2009 

will bring some new faces into local packs.  They're working to recruit more young Hispanics. 

Segment #2: Girl Scouts: Efforts to get girls involved in the community by joining the Girl Scouts. 

Segment #3; New Youth Center: A new 12,000 square foot facility in downtown Fresno is welcoming kids 

of all ages to a new kind of youth center. It focuses on developing kids' minds and expanding their 

opportunities. The new Dickey Youth Development Center was made possible through a continuing 

partnership between the City Of Fresno's Parks and Recreation Department and the Chicano Youth Center. 

Fresno County Teacher of the Year: A look at the Valley teacher recently awarded Fresno County's 

Teacher of the Year. Hear Neraida Barba's story. 

Mexican Guava: A new fruit has been formally introduced to the Central Valley. After 20 years of 

negotiations, the Mexican Guava will finally be available at many valley supermarkets. 

  
LATINO LIFE, 2/22/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Viva El Mariachi Festival 

Thousands from throughout the valley and state fill Selland arena to listen and sing along to some of the best 

mariachi groups in the world. Sandra Velasquez with Radio Bilingual joins us on set to talk about what 

makes the Mariachi Festival so special. This year's headliner is Pedro Fernandez who went from child star to 

adult superstar. This will be his first time performing at the Festival. We'll include highlights from past 

show's including Nati Cano y Los Camperos and Mariachi Mujer 2000. 
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LATINO LIFE, 3/08/2009, 10:00AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Features Mary Ann Riojas of Fresno, the recipient of the Extreme Makeover home. She talks about her 

experience and how her life has changed since the Extreme Makeover Home Edition team built her a new 

wheelchair accessible home. We also look at Easter Seals of Central California and how it affected Mary 

Ann Riojas and how she continues to give back to the cause that is so close to her heart. The episode also 

features details on a local job fair. John Hernandez with the Central California Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce and Esam Abed with the Fresno County Department of employment and temporary assistance 

talk about jobs available and how people can prepare for their job search. 

 

EMHE: ABC30 Behind the Scenes 

January 17
th

, 7PM, 1 hour, Local 

February 1
st
 10PM, 1 hour (repeat), Local 

A behind-the-scenes look at how a Fresno family‟s life changed in seven days 

ABC30 will air “EMHE: ABC30 Behind the Scenes" Saturday, On January 8th, the life of Fresno resident 

Mary Ann Riojas and her four children changed forever when they were surprised by Ty Pennington and 

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition‟s design team, who announced today they would be the recipients of a 

new home in just seven days!  DeYoung Properties, a third generation local homebuilder, was chosen by 

Extreme Makeover:  Home Edition to help give this deserving family a new quality constructed, energy 

efficient and certified green home, better suited to their special needs.  Born without legs and only one fully 

developed arm, Mary Ann knows adversity.  Mary Ann was placed in foster care at an early age and grew up 

in poverty.  After getting married and having four children, she struggled financially and found herself on 

welfare.  Despite her living conditions and disability, she was determined to lead an independent and active 

life while providing love and support to her four children.  This same unwavering determination prompted 

her to obtain a driver‟s license, be the first in her family to graduate college, and become a state/national 

Ambassador for the Easter Seals program.  Mary Ann‟s home is ill-equipped to handle her physical 

challenges and has led to many serious injuries. DeYoung Properties is joining forces with the Extreme 

Makeover: Home Edition‟s design team and volunteers from across the Valley to give back to Ms. Riojas, 

who is considered a hero in the community for her selfless contributions to helping others in need. 

 

EMHE: ABC30 BUILDING A DREAM: 

Sunday, March 8
th

, 7PM, 1 Hour, Local 

A new, behind-the-scenes special to air before ABC‟s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition episode filmed in 

Fresno The special, featuring Action News anchors Graciela Moreno and Warren Armstrong, will air just 

before the highly anticipated national broadcast of the Extreme Makeover: Home Edition episode filmed in 

Fresno in early January. On January 8, the life of Fresno resident Mary Ann Riojas and her four children 

changed forever when they were surprised by Ty Pennington and Extreme Makeover: Home Edition‟s design 

team, who announced they would be the recipients of a new home in just seven days!  De Young Properties, 

a third-generation local homebuilder, was chosen by Extreme Makeover: Home Edition to help give this 

deserving family a new quality constructed, energy efficient and certified green home, better suited to their 

special needs.  Building a Dream will feature never-before-seen footage and stories of how the Riojas home 

was built in just seven days, as well as an exclusive interview with Mary Ann Riojas on what life is like 

inside her new dream home. After the network broadcast of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition on ABC30 at 

8:00, Action News Live at Eleven will take viewers inside the Riojas home for an exclusive walk-through 

and detailed look at the amazing job done by Ty Pennington and his Extreme Team designers. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/07/09, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The College of the Sequoias in Visalia has released new 3-D animation to show the plans for a brand new, 

larger gymnasium. The more than 20-thousand square foot facility will feature a larger basketball court plus 

several badminton and volleyball courts. C.O.S. officials say the gym will allow the school to offer more 

physical education classes, programs for the disabled plus physical therapy. The nearly $16-million dollar 

facility will break ground on Friday. 
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ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/08/09, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

Your child's school year may shrink by a week because of the ongoing budget crisis in California. Governor 

Schwarzenegger wants to cut five days from the school year at public schools across the state. The state is 

trying to settle a 41-billion dollar budget gap over the next eighteen months and education amounts to forty 

percent of California‟s budget. The plan would save more than one billion dollars next school year but 

educators say a shortened school year will mostly hurt students. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/08/09, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

U.C. Merced‟s planned medical school may never get built if plans aren't scaled back. John Garamendi 

addressed a few dozen people tonight at Fresno High.  He says a traditional medical school is too expensive 

given the state's ongoing budget crisis. Garamendi thinks U.C. Merced‟s Medical School should be geared 

toward local student‟s fast-tracking their education, with some earning a medical degree in just five years. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/09/09, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Across the state Californians are protesting. The Governor wants to cut 17-point-4 billion dollars from 

education, health and human services and prisons - which the democrats oppose. The governor also wants to 

raise more than 14 billion dollars in revenues by increasing the state sales tax which republicans are fighting. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/09/09, LENGTH :25 SEC.,LOCAL 

A south valley college is trying to make room for a jump in people looking for a higher education. 

administrators at the College of Sequoias in Visalia says the number of students enrolled in spring semester 

classes is up by more than 12-percent over last spring. Last year more than 11 thousand students enrolled at 

C.O.S.  This year officials expect nearly 13-thousand students to enroll. School staff says more students 

bring in more funding from the state.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/14/09, LENGTH :37 SEC., LOCAL 

The city of Madera is taking some new steps to help in the ongoing battle against graffiti. The Madera City 

Council voted unanimously tonight to hire an outside firm of anti-graffiti experts to clean up the tagging. 

Three full-time graffiti abatement crews with the city usually hit the streets daily to remove the graffiti but 

it's been a losing battle. City officials say the firm will help develop a more thorough approach to combating 

graffiti. That includes not only abatement but also prosecution, education, and community involvement. The 

cost is about forty thousand dollars but that's much less than what it costs city workers to clean up the 

graffiti. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/14/09, LENGTH :35 SEC.,LOCAL 

The valley's biggest school district is facing a tough reality because of the state's budget crisis. The Fresno 

Unified School Board discussed governor Schwarzenegger‟s revised budget plan at tonight's meeting. The 

districts will have o make mid-year cuts, which will affect this school year. It will also have to make cuts for 

the 2009-2010 school years. The governor's plan calls for reducing so-called "unrestricted revenue" which 

would affect classroom activities. But the school board hopes to avoid cutting education at all costs. 

Members hope to have more information about the cuts including a specific amount they'll need to slash by 

next month. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/15/09, LEGNTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

New this morning, House Democrats are circulating an 825-billion-dollar economic stimulus measure that 

emphasizes health care, Education and highway construction as well as tax cuts for Individuals and 

businesses. Democratic leaders plan to unveil the legislation later today.  They've pledged to have a bill 

ready for president-elect Barack Obama to sign by mid-February.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/15/09, LENGTH 1:42 MIN., LOCAL 

The day to day routine in the classroom remains unchanged, but behind the scenes, Visalia Unified 

administrators say they're growing more and more frustrated about being squeezed by the state budget crisis. 

From guidance counseling to music and physical education, Carrizozo says the district has had to drastically 
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scale back or even stop funding areas that ideally would be expanded. Reduced sales taxes have prompted 

officials scale to back on a wide range of programs, including the Visalia Convention Center. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/16/09, LENGTH :16 SEC., LOCAL 

The donations don't stop there for the Riojas family. Fresno State if offering to pay for Mary Ann and her 

four children's education in earning their college degrees. University President John Welty says he felt 

inspired to give back to Mary Ann, because of all she's done for the community. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/17/09, LENGTH 1:45 SEC., LOCAL 

For 55 teenage mothers at Dinuba high, the child care provided by the Mennonite Church and Community 

Youth Ministries has allowed them to stay in class. But that all changed Friday when school officials 

informed they state funding through the "Cal Safe" program has disappeared. Before the daycare, many of 

the girls were home schooled.  They worked hard to get back to class. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/22/09, LENGTH 1:57 MIN., LOCAL 

At Fresno State there are long lines at the cashier's window as students pay their fees for the spring semester.  

But paying for college got a lot more difficult when the state announced payment for Cal grants would be 

delayed for 30 days. Financial Aid Director Maria Hernandez says students who need financial aid couldn't 

wait that long.   

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/29/09, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

The Fresno County Sheriff's Department made a special landing today. The helicopter landed on the school 

grounds at Our Lady of Victory School in central Fresno for a career day presentation. Children got an up 

close look at the aircraft while the pilots talked to the kids about the importance of a good education. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/30/09, LENGTH :34 SEC.,LOCAL 

The California Teachers Association is starting a statewide advertising campaign. The union is opposed to a 

state budget proposal that would give districts more flexibility when spending education dollars they receive 

from the state.  The governor's January budget proposal includes dropping the requirement that local districts 

spend their public school dollars only with certain spending categories. Mandated state spending for class-

size reduction has resulted in the hiring of 25- thousand teachers since it was signed into law ten -years ago. 

The teachers union is funded solely by dues from its members. Class size reduction provides the union with 

millions of extra dollars every year. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/30/09, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

K through 8 students in Tulare may have to find another way to catch up on classes this summer. 

Administrators are going to recommend cutting the district's summer school program at the next school 

board meeting. Business services Superintendent Clare Gist says the decision was between cutting summer 

school or after school programs. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/03/09, LENGTH 2:40 MIN., LOCAL 
The state auditor is calling the budgeting process in Sacramento a high-risk matter. In a report released today, 

the auditor found that California had budget shortfalls in 12 of the past 20 years and most budgets have 

simply pushed the state's fiscal problem into the future. State school superintendent Jack O‟Connell said 

during today's State of Education address, that more spending cuts will have devastating effects on schools  

 O‟Connell says California is on track to be 50th in the nation dead last in per-pupil spending. And now state 

leaders are looking for answers to the state budget gap on the internet. They‟re considering taxing on-line 

shoppers. Action News Capitol reporter Nannette Miranda explains how much additional cash that would 

bring in for the state.  

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/23/09,  LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL  

Late breaking news, a power outage at Fresno state has left several buildings without power. The university 

tells us the Kremmen Education Buildings, Smittcamp Alumni House, Satellite Student Union and Madden 

Library have no power and are closed until power is restored. Classes and activities scheduled in those 



 27 

buildings are canceled until at least noon today. So far, no word on what caused the outage but power is 

expected to be restored later today. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/24/09, LENGTH :18 SEC, LOCAL 

Visalia Unified administrators are considering whether to replace a dozen registered nurses with nurses who 

have much less education. The goal is to help close a seven-point-five-million dollar budget gap. Action 

News South Valley reporter Jessica Peres shows us what the cuts could mean for your child's safety and what 

other programs are also at risk. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM,  2/25/09, LENGTH :36 SEC., LOCAL 

A big honor today for a Clovis school. Clark Intermediate School is one of only three California middle 

schools chosen as a "2008 schools to watch". Students celebrated with a special ceremony in the gym today. 

The school received the award for its academic excellence and fair and equitable education for all students. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/25/09, LENGTH :50 SEC., LOCAL  

Hundreds of teenagers from throughout Fresno County are getting help managing life as both students and 

parents. They took part in the Central Valley Teen Parent Conference in downtown Fresno today. All of the 

students are either pregnant or already have children. Today's conference was designed to stress to those 

students that becoming a teenage parent doesn't mean they have to abandon their education. The conference 

was made possible thanks to a grant from First Five of Fresno County a child advocacy group dedicated to 

improving the lives of children age zero to five years old. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/25/09, LENGTH :41 SEC., LOCAL 

U.C. Merced and the U.C. Berkeley extension are teaming up to offer a new education option here in Fresno. 

Show presser then file from "UC Merced starts” The chancellors of both universities announced course 

offerings would begin this summer. Classes include project management, counseling, computer 

programming and digital publishing will be offered here in Fresno. Officials say the partnership 

announcement comes at a time when more people are turning to education as they lose their jobs because of 

the bad economy. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/25/09, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

The Charter School had a board meeting tonight, just as Superintendent Hanson was making his comments 

that seemed to doom Kipp to disappear. The school scored 850 on last year's API test, which is about 170 

points higher than Fresno Unified averaged and parents say it'll be a big mistake to shut down the school. 

Kipp academy's school board meeting Wednesday night turned into a brainstorm session for keeping the 

school alive. Parents and kids say this is the best environment for learning in all of Fresno. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/26/09, LENGTH :42 SEC., LOCAL 

A number of south valley preschoolers are the lucky recipients of a learning computer center. These children 

are part of the Tulare County Office of Education's Head Start program. They received one of six- hundred 

Kid smart young explorer computer learning centers donated nationwide by IBM. Tulare County received 

seven computer centers overall. I.B.M. donated the computers to encourage technology education  and these 

three, four, and five year olds had no problem learning how to use it. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM 2/26/09, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

After days of being in the dark the power is back on at all buildings on the Fresno state campus with the help 

of P.G.& E. On Sunday night--the power went out in four buildings, including the Smittcamp alumni house 

and the Kremen education building, where dozens of classes had to be cancelled Monday. PG&E helped by 

delivering a part, and a special oil which otherwise wouldn't be available until next week. When Fresno State 

receives its shipment, it will be forwarded to PG&E. Three separate electrical problems caused the power 

outage. 
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ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/16/09, LENGTH :41 SEC., LOCAL 

Tulare County has lain off more than one-third of its full time teachers. According to the California 

Teacher‟s Association in total twenty- three people were laid off. The layoffs also include the only music 

teacher and a special education administrator. The Tulare county office of education which represents other 

rural school districts in the county says small schools often have a harder time prioritizing where to cut. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/16/09, LENGTH 1:05 MIN. LOCAL 

Thousands of college students from around the state and valley marched on the state capitol today, protesting 

cuts to education. The group, which included students from Fresno city college carried signs to participate in 

the "March in March.” they want legislators to rescue education from future budget cuts in the next fiscal 

year. This morning, 200 students from Fresno City College left the school to attend the march. Dustin 

Matthews, who's studying to become an English teacher, hopes for a long term solution to the budget mess. 

His father, who was a teacher at Mendota High School, was laid off last week. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/16/09, LENGTH :49 SEC. LOCAL 

Dozens of college students are back home in the valley after taking part in a huge protest in Sacramento 

against school budget cuts. About two hundred students boarded a bus early this morning to make the trip. 

They carried signs and wore shirts to represent F.C.C. Though they didn't get any firm answers from 

legislators, students say it was not a wasted trip. About five thousand students from all across the state joined 

the protests today. Students with F.C.C. met with representatives of state senator Dave Cog Dill and 

Assemblyman Mike Villines. Students say all they can do for now is go back to studying, while they wait to 

see if college education will be spared more cuts. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/17/09, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

1500 Tulare County youth will have jobs this summer thanks to the federal stimulus money. For some, the 

opportunity is life-changing. Six weeks ago, 19-year old Samuel Cortez, was days away from becoming 

homeless.   Not able to pay his rent and find a job, Cortez took the last-minute suggestion by a friend to 

check out Tulare County's services for education and employment or "S.E.E." youth program. The decision 

changed his life. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/17/09, LENGTH :49 SEC., LOCAL 

Today dozens of students from Century Elementary broke ground on a new water conservation garden at 

Scout Island in Fresno County. The idea is to teach the kids about plants that don't require a lot of water 

something organizers say is especially important now given the drought facing central valley farmers.  

Scout Island is an outdoor educational center along the San Joaquin River.  It's operated by the Fresno 

County Office of Education.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/18/09, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

The cost of a higher education is getting even higher. Fresno state students were warned today to expect a ten 

per cent increase in fees,   along with a cut in the number of available classes. Action news reporter gene 

Haagenson joins us live from the newsroom with a closer look at the school's budget problems that have 

students quite concerned. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/19/09, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL  

A new charter school hopes to soon open its doors in Fresno. It‟s called big picture high school and is run by 

a non-profit organization that already supports fifty schools all over the country. The schools are small, 

usually less than 150 students, and parents and mentors play a big part in the student's education. Curriculum 

is aligned along the students' area of interest and twice a week they spend time in internships. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/19/09, LENGTH :40 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno County is putting its support behind a new charter school. This afternoon, the county board of 

education voted in favor of bringing "big picture high school" to the valley.  “Big picture" would be run by a 

non-profit organization that already supports fifty schools all over the country. Classes would be held at Saint 

Terese church at Wishon and Floradora in Fresno‟s tower district. The schools are small, usually less than 
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150 students... And parents and mentors play a big part in the student's education.  Curriculum is aligned 

along the students' area of interest... And twice a week they spend time in internships. Big picture high 

schools have an average graduation rate of 92- percent and 95-percent go to college. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/20/09, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 

The state's unemployment rate climbed to 10-point-5 percent in February, for the state's second month of 

double-digit unemployment. The California Employment Development Department reports the 

unemployment rate increased from 10-point-1 percent in January. The rate tops the national rate of 8-point-1 

percent. Over all nearly two million Californians are unemployed. The C.E.D.D. says sharp declines in 

construction, manufacturing, finance, trade, transportation; Professional services, leisure, health and 

education are to blame for the losses. Here at home five of six valley counties saw an increase in 

unemployment for the month of February. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/20/09, LENGTH :53 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno Unified students are being encouraged to make the pledge to take the steps needed to go to college. 

Through the "early commitment to college" program students who take the pledge will get the information 

needed to prepare for higher education. The program is available for students all throughout the state--but 

will hopefully help bring college graduate levels up in the valley. Just six and a half percent of adults in the 

San Joaquin valley's 20th congressional region have a college degree. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/21/09, LENGTH :46 SEC.,LOCAL 

Fresno State is honoring Cesar Chavez by encouraging teachers to use the migrant farm leader in the 

classroom. More than 3-hundred people who work in education are attending the third annual Cesar Chavez 

Education Conference this weekend at the university. The idea is to teach teachers about educational issues 

affecting students in the central valley, and how a history lesson on Chavez can help. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/26/09, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

You can get a top notch education without ever leaving home. Academy Earth is a website that offers video 

courses and guest lectures from some of the nation's best schools--including Yale, Harvard, Stanford, and 

Princeton. There are 60 full courses and almost 24-hundred lectures that you can browse by subject, school 

or instructor.   

 

AN EVENING WITH THE STARS: TRIBUTE TO PATY LABELLE 

Saturday, January 24
th
, 2009 @ 2:05AM, 2 Hours, Syndication 

An Evening of Stars® is a tribute with a purpose honoring celebrity stars and aspiring students. The show 

raises awareness for UNCF, America‟s oldest, largest and most successful minority higher education 

assistance organization.  UNCF supports 39 colleges and universities and more than 60,000 deserving 

students in the U.S. each year. Although Patti‟s star continues to soar, she remains rooted in the gospel music 

sound found in her early childhood church.  Her play book includes Lady Marmalade, If You Asked Me 

To, New Attitude and On My Own. Among those honoring Patti LaBelle: Fantasia, Mario, Yolanda Adams, 

Brian McKnight, Chrisette Michele, Kobe Bryant, Shemar Moore, Duane Martin, Tom Joyner, Mo'Nique 

and many more. Patti is the sixth recipient of UNCF‟s Award of Excellence.  She follows in the footsteps of 

Lou Rawls (2004), Quincy Jones (2005), Stevie Wonder (2006) and Aretha Franklin (2007), and Smokey 

Robinson (2008).  AEOS® is produced and directed by Louis J. Horvitz whose credits include the Academy 

Awards, VHI Hip Hop Awards and Primetime Emmy Awards. 

 

RAISING THE ROOF: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. TRIBUTE 

Sunday, February 8
th
, 2009 @ 4:00PM, 1 Hour, Syndication 

The Boston Children's Chorus is a multi-racial, multi-ethnic arts education organization that purposefully 

unites children across differences of race, religion and economic starns to discover the power of singing and 

as ambassadors for their city through local performances at city-wide events as well as on tour nationally and 

internationally. 
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CONNECT WITH KIDS: THE POWER OF EXPECTATION 

Saturday, March 7
th
, 2009 @ 4:30PM :30 Minutes Local 

The expectations of parents, teachers, and others play a powerful role in the development of kids. Both 

subtlety and overtly, adults send messages to kids about who they are and will be, and year after year, 

especially in their developmental years, those messages help form the script of that child‟s life.  This 

program also examines ways to prevent encouraging messages from turning into overbearing expectations.  

 

 OPRAH WINFREY, 01/20/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

 The Life Of Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr.: 

As America faces terrorism, violence and hatred, the ideas, beliefs, and actions of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

take on a whole new significance.  His words are just as powerful now as they were 40 years ago.  On today's 

show, Oprah reflects on Dr. King's incredible accomplishments and takes a more intimate look at his 

extraordinary life, including some rarely seen private film.  Also, Coretta Scott King shares some favorite 

memories of her husband.  Then, those who were with him describe how Dr. King spent his last hours, and 

we'll hear the haunting words he spoke the night before he was assassinated.  Join us as we remember the 

faith, courage and dignity of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on today's Oprah Winfrey Show. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 02/04/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

Actress Jenny McCarthy: Warrior Moms:  

Actress Jenny McCarthy is here to share a story unlike anything you‟ve ever seen.   You‟ll meet a Mom so 

extraordinary you‟ll want to stand up and cheer!!  Learn how, shortly after giving birth to her daughter, she 

over came a flesh-eating bacteria that took both her arms and her legs.  And Oprah explains why she calls 

this woman a “Warrior Mom”.  This is a story that will move you to tears as you experience a day in the life 

of one of the most courageous Moms ever!!  Then, Oprah interviews Jenny and her love Jim Carrey together 

for their first sit down interview.  Wait until you hear about their incredible love story.  

 

PSA      LENGTH     APRX. AIRINGS 

DTV Education Campaign   :30                232 

DTV W/Oprah Education Campaign  :30      31 

DTV W/Oprah Education Campaign                    :15        1 

DTV Jeopardy/Wheel Education Campaign :30      65 

DTV in Spanish Education Campaign  :30        3 

DTV Antenna Education Campaign  :30      13 

DTV Education Report Location  :30        6 

Children‟s Report Location    :30        5 

Fresno County Library: Read-a-thon  :30     175 

University High Recruitment   :30       46 

Black History Month     :30       64 

Community Calendar    :30     100 

BBC: EMHE: Community Volunteers  :30       95 

EMHE: Home Builder Volunteers  :30       92 

 

 

 

ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 

 

AMGEN BIKE TOUR NEWS CUTINS:  

The Amgen Bike Tour contributed to the local economy during the two day run with sponsors, vendors, 

tourists and others who participated. 

 

WEDNESDAY, 2/18 

11AM MIDDAY LIVE REPORT FROM MERCED 

APRX. 12:30PM LIVE REPORT FROM MARIPOSA 

APRX. 1:30PM  LIVE REPORT FROM OAKHURST 
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APRX. 3:30PM  LIVE REPORT FROM CLOVIS 

 

THURSDAY, 2/19 

11AM MIDDAY LIVE REPORT FROM VISALIA 

APRX. 3PM LIVE REPORT FROM PASO ROBLES 

 

EMHE: ABC30 Behind the Scenes 

January 17
th

, 7PM, 1 hour, Local 

February 1
st
 10PM, 1 hour (repeat), Local 

A behind-the-scenes look at how a Fresno family‟s life changed in seven days 

ABC30 will air “EMHE – ABC30 Behind the Scenes" Saturday.  On January 8, the life of Fresno resident 

Mary Ann Riojas and her four children changed forever when they were surprised by Ty Pennington and 

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition‟s design team, who announced today they would be the recipients of a 

new home in just seven days!  DeYoung Properties, a third generation local homebuilder, was chosen by 

Extreme Makeover:  Home Edition to help give this deserving family a new quality constructed, energy 

efficient and certified green home, better suited to their special needs. Born without legs and only one fully 

developed arm, Mary Ann knows adversity.  Mary Ann was placed in foster care at an early age and grew up 

in poverty.  After getting married and having four children, she struggled financially and found herself on 

welfare.  Despite her living conditions and disability, she was determined to lead an independent and active 

life while providing love and support to her four children.  This same unwavering determination prompted 

her to obtain a driver‟s license, be the first in her family to graduate college, and become a state/national 

Ambassador for the Easter Seals program.  Mary Ann‟s home is ill-equipped to handle her physical 

challenges and has led to many serious injuries.  DeYoung Properties is joining forces with the Extreme 

Makeover: Home Edition‟s design team and volunteers from across the Valley to give back to Ms. Riojas, 

who is considered a hero in the community for her selfless contributions to helping others in need. 

 

 

EMHE: ABC30 BUILDING A DREAM: 

Sunday, March 8
th

, 7PM, 1 Hour, Local 

A new, behind-the-scenes special to air before ABC‟s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition episode filmed in 

Fresno The special, featuring Action News anchors Graciela Moreno and Warren Armstrong, will air just 

before the highly anticipated national broadcast of the Extreme Makeover: Home Edition episode filmed in 

Fresno in early January. On January 8, the life of Fresno resident Mary Ann Riojas and her four children 

changed forever when they were surprised by Ty Pennington and Extreme Makeover: Home Edition‟s design 

team, who announced they would be the recipients of a new home in just seven days!  De Young Properties, 

a third-generation local homebuilder, was chosen by Extreme Makeover: Home Edition to help give this 

deserving family a new quality constructed, energy efficient and certified green home, better suited to their 

special needs.  Building a Dream will feature never-before-seen footage and stories of how the Riojas home 

was built in just seven days, as well as an exclusive interview with Mary Ann Riojas on what life is like 

inside her new dream home. After the network broadcast of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition on ABC30 at 

8:00, Action News Live at Eleven will take viewers inside the Riojas home for an exclusive walk-through 

and detailed look at the amazing job done by Ty Pennington and his Extreme Team designers. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 2/15/09, 11:00AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #2: City of Fresno Downtown and Community Revitalization: Small Business Development Day: 

We were joined by Fernando Santillan, Downtown and Community Revitialization, and Dawn Golik, U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development here to talk about their organization: The City of Fresno 

and its organizing partners are hosting the Inaugural Small Business Development Day. This event will 

provide business owners with free workshops, training, and technical assistance they need to grow and 

succeed in today's economy. This workshop is FREE to anyone and everyone who wish to learn or obtain 

valuable information regarding starting and/or growing your business. Small businesses & entrepreneurs can 

attend workshops, complete seminars, and receive the information they need to grow. Business to Business 

Networking booths are available for $200. Non profit agency exhibit booths are available for $100 with a 

maximum of two agencies sharing the booth, and providing coverage at all times. Event Organizing 
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Committee: City of Fresno Economic Development Department, VSBDC, SBA, HUD, Fresno Area Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce, Cal Trans, Asian Business Institute and Resource Center, SBDC and The Fresno 

County Library. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/08/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 

Segment #1: Fresno Women‟s Network: Network at Night: We were joined by Carole Laval, President and 

Joan Baraian, Public Relations here to talk about their upcoming event.  The Fresno Women‟s Network 

joined will have their 17
th
 annual trade show at the Valdez Center and everyone is welcome. Hundreds of 

women will come to downtown Fresno to learn about business opportunities in the valley. They will have the 

opportunity to visit dozens of booths at this years Network at Night. Hundreds of participants will learn 

about working for and with non-profits and small businesses. The event also gives advertisers a chance to 

showcase their products. 

Segment #2: Academy for Civic and Entrepreneurial Leadership: New Charter School: We were joined by 

Dave Childers, Principal. ACEL will offer all of the traditional high school academic requirements D Math, 

Language Arts, Social Science, and Science. In addition ACEL Fresno will provide access to classes in ELD, 

Spanish, Physical Education and Electives. ACEL Fresno will open in 2009 with a class of 9
th
 graders only. 

Then, ACEL Fresno will add a new 9
th
 grade class each year until is a full service high school with grades 9-

12 and there are no special requirements for students to be accepted at ACEL Fresno. ACEL Fresno is open 

to any resident of any area, and all students will receive equal consideration. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 3/15/09, 10:30AM, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL. 

Segment #3: Central California Employment Roundtable: 50
th
 Anniversary of California Dept. of Fair 

Employment and Housing Act. We were joined by Bren Thomas, Lawyer, Member joined us to talk about 

their upcoming event.  The Central California Employment Roundtable is hosting a luncheon to celebrate the 

50
th
 Anniversary of the enactment of the California Fair Employment and Housing Act. The Act was the first 

real civil rights legislation implemented by any state and pioneered similar equal housing and employment 

laws throughout the states. The DFEH is the body that is charged with enforcing the FEHA by among other 

things; investigate complaints of discrimination and in select cases prosecuting offenses. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/28/09, LENGTH ;21 SEC., LOCAL 

State leaders are looking into relaxing environmental regulations to create more jobs. Republican lawmakers 

want to excuse construction firms from retrofitting their diesel off-road vehicles. They also want to protect 

developers from lawsuits over greenhouse gas reduction laws. GOP leaders say they may even be willing to 

agree to new tax hikes in the state budget in exchange for the temporary environmental rollbacks. 

 

LATINO LIFE, 2/01/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Latino Life is a half hour program produced by ABC30 and hosted by Graciela Moreno. The show focuses 

on issues impacting the Latino community and highlights positive contributions Latinos are making in the 

Valley. An ambitious new program recently launched in Fresno County. Its goal is to help 10,000 people 

open a bank account and receive the education necessary to manage it successfully. Many of those, will be 

Latinos, who make up the largest percentage of the "unbanked" population in the Central Valley. The 

Mexican government is making the transfer of money south of the border easier, and less expensive. 

Representatives from Mexico‟s National Savings and Financial Services Bank were in the Valley this month 

to help launch "Directo A Mexico". It‟s a new partnership between U.S. and Mexican commercial banks and 

credit unions that will give Valley residents a new option for sending money to their loved ones in Mexico. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/28/09, LENGTH :27 SEC,. LOCAL 

Sanger teachers are busy with the school day at this hour but some of them are worried they may not be in 

the classroom for much longer. Sanger unified employs about 200 teachers and is facing a 7 million dollar 

shortfall. Last night, teachers met with district officials to find out the likelihood of the budget problems 

affecting their jobs. The superintendent says he's doing everything he can to minimize the effects and for 

now is not handing out any layoff notices. 
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ACTION NEWS 5PM 1/28/09, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

The line was long and the temperatures cold outside the Centro familiar de Adoracion church in southeast 

Fresno this morning.  Hundreds of people like Natessa Beltran were looking for a little help during these 

tough economic times. Community Food Bank workers say demand has increased since last march. At that 

time they were giving away 500-thousand pounds of food a month and now its a million pounds a month.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/18/09, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

Dozens of needy families made the trip to a southwest Fresno church this morning for help during some 

tough economic times.  They formed a long line outside the Centro familiar de Adoracion church to pick up 

bags of free groceries. The food was donated by food-co through the Fresno County‟s Community Food 

Bank. Food bank workers say demand has increased significantly over the last year. They estimated they're 

giving away about a million pounds of food a month.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/28/09, LENGTH :22 SEC.,  LOCAL 

The House of Representatives has passed a nearly trillion dollar economic stimulus bill, proposed by 

President Barack Obama. But it failed to gain the bi-partisan support the president wanted. No Republicans 

voted for the 819-billion dollar bill, despite president Obama‟s efforts. He made a final appeal to Republican 

lawmaker‟s just hours before today's vote. But the GOP stood firm on less spending and more tax cuts. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM 1/29/09, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The governor says the work furloughs will save the state nearly one and half billion dollars. But hundreds of 

thousands of state workers will have to give back up to ten percent of their income. Capitol reporter Nannette 

Miranda has reaction from state workers, and why the furlough fight isn't over. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/29/09, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The Central Valley SPCA now has a permanent home at River Park. Over the holidays, a temporary location 

was opened to encourage more people to adopt pets as more people were giving them up because of the 

economic crisis. During that period more than 100 animals were adopted from the center. There are up to 30 

animals at this new and permanent location across from Borders.  Volunteers with the SPCA say this new 

adoption center is better for the animals and visitors. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/29/09, LENGTH :33 SEC.,LOCAL 

President Barack Obama is still hoping for some support from Republicans as his economic stimulus package 

moves to the senate. The 819-billion dollar plan is the largest bill of its kind in history and it passed the 

house without a single Republican vote. They‟re criticizing it for spending billions on things like education 

despite questions as to whether that will create new jobs. Democratic Fresno Congressman Jim Costa voted 

for the bill, and he says he likes the education spending and some grants for clean water that'll come to the 

valley. But he says he would've written the bill differently. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/30/09, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

Illegal immigrants could be left out of the 800-billion dollar stimulus plan. Republican lawmakers criticized 

the bill for steering funds to undocumented workers. But democrats in the senate say the stimulus plan has 

nothing to do with illegal immigration and is aimed at creating growing jobs for people here lawfully. 

Similar to last year's stimulus package to claim a tax credit of up to a thousand dollars per family, filers will 

need a valid social security number. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/30/09, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

In these tough economic times, two Fresno business women have found an innovative way to look for work. 

They‟ve taken their job hunt, along with their resumes to the corner of Blackstone and Shaw in northeast 

Fresno. Cheryl Cervantes was laid off from her job at a title company in July of last year. Her friend, Patty 

Vanderdussen, lost her job as a gas price marketer in October. Both say they've tried just about everything to 

look for work. 
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ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/30/09, LENGTH :17 SEC,. LOCAL 

There is a call for help today in getting drinkable water to small valley communities. State Senator Dean 

Florez was one the main speakers at today's Latino leadership series in Visalia.  Many families who live in 

small, rural communities of the central valley were concerned about the lack of clean water in their areas. 

Agriculture is a key element which provides jobs to them so when water doesn't exist it quickly translates 

into unemployment and that's a fundamental reason Latinos need to be engaged. Organizers hope today's 

rural water forum will get legislators more involved in bringing cleaner water to the central valley. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/30/09, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 

Pelco has announced it's closing its plant in Indiana. The company is based in Clovis and specializes in 

making video surveillance cameras and equipment.  Management announced today that it's shutting down its 

electronic access control plant in Indianapolis. It‟s unclear how many jobs will be eliminated with the closing 

of the facility.  Pelco officials call it an aggressive step to cope during a worsening economy.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/31/09, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

Hundreds of job seekers showed up at Chukchansi Park Saturday morning hoping to take advantage of the 

upcoming Grizzlies‟ season. The park has to fill 100 part-time seasonal positions. Everything from food 

servers to bat boys. The jobs will pay eight dollars an hour. People in line told Action News they're willing to 

do anything to find a job. Desperate is a word used a lot today by people who say they've tried everything to 

look for work. People with all types of experience showed up here. They're willing to do just about anything 

even if it's for a minimum wage job. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/31/09, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Low income and elderly taxpayers can get free help filing their returns. Today some of the volunteers who 

will be assisting those residents completed their training at Heald College in northwest Fresno. Thousands of 

sites across the country will offer the volunteer income tax assistance, or "Vita" program. Anyone who earns 

less than 42 thousand dollars a year is legible for the free help. Another program provides assistance to 

taxpayers who are 60 and older. Volunteers say both services are in high demand during these tough 

economic times. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/03/09, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

South valley leaders are in Washington, D.C. this week with hopes of gaining some economic stimulus 

money. City Manager Ed Todd, ted Smalley from the Tulare County Association of Governments and 

several others traveled to the nation's capitol to try and get millions to Tulare County. Officials want money 

to finish badly-needed construction projects, like the widening of road 80 between Visalia and Dinuba and 

Dinuba and Highway 99.  City leaders in Dinuba have already put in more than one million dollars of their 

own money to fund some of the projects money that was supposed to be reimbursed from the state. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/03/09, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

News about a possible alternative stimulus plan from lawmakers pushed stocks higher today.  The Dow 

jumped 141-points to 8078.36.   It's been a mixed day for local stocks Bank of the Sierra's stock lost value 

and ended the day closing at $12.71 a share. Gottschalk‟s financial struggles continue. The bankrupt 

department store's stock ended the day trading at just 12 cents a share. Pacific ethanol gained a point and 

ended the day at 56 cents a share. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/23/09, LENGTH :47 SEC.,LOAL 

Fresno County will have to wait several months to see the financial benefit of the new state budget. County 

supervisors face a 32-million dollar deficit if jobs are cut and work furloughs are not made. Twenty one-

employees at the public works department have already been let go. Administrator John Navarrette says the 

county can expect over 4-million dollars from the Williamson Act. Money from this farmland conservation 

fund was up in the air until Schwarzenegger signed Friday‟s budget. Supervisor Henry Perea is quick to warn 

the Williamson Act will not be enough to prevent future job cuts or furloughs. 
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ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/25/09, LENGTH :41 SEC,.LOCAL 

U.C. Merced and the U.C. Berkeley extension are teaming up to offer a new education option here in Fresno. 

The chancellors of both universities announced course offerings would begin this summer. Classes include 

project management, counseling, computer programming and digital publishing will be offered here in 

Fresno. Officials say the partnership announcement comes at a time when more people are turning to 

education as they lose their jobs because of the bad economy. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/25/09, LENGTH 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 

In a last minute deal to get Republican senator Roy Ashburn to support the budget compromise last week, he 

asked for and got the credit. The properties in California must close escrow between March 1, 2009 and 

March 1, 2010.  They must be, a brand new, a single family homes, never been occupied and, be the buyer's 

principal residence. Californians can claim $3,333 a year for three years beginning with the 2009 tax year. It 

aims to help new homes compete with the glut of foreclosures. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/26/09, LENGTH 2:16 MIN., LOCAL 

 Farmers say more than two years of drought has taken about two billion dollars out of the state's economy 

and eliminated eighty thousand jobs. Thousands of acres of farms are sitting idle right now because water 

supplies are limited and they might dry up in the middle of the summer. What that means for most of us is 

that within about a month, prices will probably start going up on produce at the grocery store. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/27/09, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

There could be fewer procrastinators at tax time because many people are anxious to get their refund in this 

tough economy.  According to a study by marketing firm "big research" of those expecting a refund, 71 

percent will have filed their tax return by the end of February. In addition to filing earlier, about 60 percent 

of people who expect a refund are filing online. Analysts say it's another indication, taxpayers are more 

anxious than ever to get money back from Uncle Sam. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/27/09, LENGTH 2:01 MIN., LOCAL 

The governor is telling everyone to conserve water by 20-percent. Already agricultural revenue has dropped 

more than 300-million dollars and the department of water resources warns if nothing is done now the losses 

this year could exceed 2-billion dollars. California is in its 4th worst drought in state history. However, this is 

the first time a governor in the U.S. has declared a statewide emergency because of a lack of water. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/27/09, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

California's jobless rate is now over 10-percent and 25-percent higher than the national average. Some 

lawmakers and business groups blame the state's high tax rate and strict business regulations, saying they are 

driving business and jobs out of the state. the state's employment development department reports today that 

for the month of January, California‟s unemployment rate rose to 10.1 percent, compared to a little more than 

six percent in January one year ago. Local unemployment numbers for the valley are due out sometime next 

week. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/27/09, LENGTH :26 SEC.,LOCAL 

The race that brought the world's best cyclists to the valley also gave Clovis a big financial boost. City 

officials say the local economy received about 830-thousand dollars to from the daylong event. 136 riders 

and their teams rode through downtown Clovis as part of the "Tour of California" race that ended on Sunday. 

It‟s estimated about 48,000 people were in Clovis to witness as Lance Armstrong and the race's winner Levi 

Leipheimer crossed the finish line for the fourth stage. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/21/09, LENGTH :32 SEC.,LOCAL 

New unemployment figures show California‟s jobless rate is now at its highest level since 1983 -- at a 

staggering ten and a half percent. In the valley the figures are much worse. Fresno County‟s unemployment 

is now above sixteen percent. The numbers are in the top twelve percent in every local county; peaking at 

almost twenty percent in Merced County. Valleywide more people are unemployed now than since 1993.  
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Analysts say the housing industry is largely to blame. The industry lost 2,600 jobs in one year alone in 

Fresno County, and that set off a troubling chain reaction. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/21/09, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

Huge roll call at a south valley job fair was a grim reminder that the education field is no longer recession 

proof.  More than 500 teachers showed up at a teacher recruitment fair in downtown Visalia looking for 

work.  The job fair came just about a week after hundreds of pink slips were sent out to valley teachers 

letting them know they may not be needed next year. Recruitment organizers say today's attendance is almost 

two times larger than last year. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/23/09, LENGTH 3:45 MIN., LOCAL 

The direct selling association says 15 million Americans worked as independent direct sellers in the United 

States in 2007, and they sold $30.8 billion worth of products and services, from candles to cookware, jewelry 

to juice. And that number is growing thanks to the increasing need for extra income and the low startup costs 

of starting a direct selling business. Most startup kits cost less than 100-dollars.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/23/09, LENGTH :44 SEC.,LOCAL 

The city of Fresno is offering more help for the local housing industry. Mayor Ashley Swearengin and other 

city leaders today announced plans to freeze current housing impact fees. The average impact fee for 

building a home in Fresno is about four thousand dollars. Local developers say the move will create jobs for 

construction crews and reduce costs, making it possible for more people to purchase a new home. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/24/09, LENGTH :35 SEC. LOCAL 

Fresno County Supervisors implemented mandatory work furloughs for 4,700 employees today. Starting July 

first all non-union employees will be required to take a minimum of forty -hours off without pay. Supervisors 

are trying to reduce an expected thirty million dollar shortfall next year. Already 21 public works employees 

have been laid off. Supervisor Judy Case says the furloughs are a way to prevent more layoffs in the future. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/25/09, LENGTH 2:10 MIN., LOCAL 

The UCLS Anderson forecast says Californians are in for a rough ride the rest of the year and through 2010. 

It'll be especially tough for those who are unemployed. Listings on the job board don't last very long. Finding 

work is a full-time job in itself at the workforce connection. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 1/08/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 
Best Life Week: Your Money Plan 2009: 

Day four of Best Life Week is all about money!  Suze Orman, the financial powerhouse America trusts, 

offers a master class for 2009.  She reveals her action plan to eliminate credit card debt, her three steps to 

savings, and the new rules for retirement.  Find out what to do with your money, when to do it, and how.  

Plus, find out how you can get her new book for free!  We've got your money action plan for 2009, on 

today‟s Oprah.  

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 02/03/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

The Thriftiest Family In America:   

Are you having trouble making ends meet in these tough economic times? Is there absolutely no way to 

stretch your dollar any further?  On today‟s show, Oprah talks to a family that has been called one of the 

“thriftiest families in America” and we‟ll meet a mom who has become an expert on how to make a lot out of 

very little.  Watch what happens when our thrifty Mom moves in with a family who needs to cut back, but 

doesn‟t know where to begin.  Can she help them learn to save instead of splurge?  Plus, viewers across the 

country share their money-saving secrets.  You won‟t want to miss their helpful tips, on today‟s Oprah. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 02/25/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

Tent Cities In America: A Lisa Ling Special Report    

The spiraling economy and the foreclosure crisis are causing an increasing number of middle class 

Americans to suffer.  On today‟s show, Lisa Ling investigates the emergence of tent cities – makeshift 
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temporary shelters set up by people who simply have no where else to go.  Our cameras follow a family who 

went from living in a condo and driving a Lincoln Navigator a year ago, to sleeping in homeless shelters and 

carrying all their possessions in garbage bags.   Then, hear from a woman who was making $70,000 a year 

and is facing eviction.  Get an inside look at how more and more families are struggling everyday just to get 

by. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 2/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 
Oprah‟s “What Can You Live Without?” Experiment:       

This could really “shake things up” at your house!  Could you go a whole week with no shopping, no 

spending and no wasting? In this troubling economy, more and more people are asking themselves, “What 

can I honestly live without?”  On today‟s show, we challenge two families with too much stuff to get back to 

the basics.  Watch and see what happens when our cameras follow them through this experiment.   Plus, get 

step-by-step advice on how you can start simplifying your life and start living with less.  

 

PSA      LENGTH    APRX. AIRING 

EMHE: Home Builder Volunteers  :30      92 

EMHE Community Volunteers   :30      95 

Building a Better Community: Resource Help 

In Tough Economic Times   :30      80 

Community Calendar    :30     100 

 

 

MINORITY / TOPICS 

 

LATINO LIFE, 2/01/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Latino Life is a half hour program produced by ABC30 and hosted by Graciela Moreno. The show focuses 

on issues impacting the Latino community and highlights positive contributions Latinos are making in the 

Valley. 

Segment #1:  An ambitious new program recently launched in Fresno County. Its goal is to help 10,000 

people open a bank account and receive the education necessary to manage it successfully. Many of those, 

will be Latinos, who make up the largest percentage of the "unbanked" population in the Central Valley. 

Segment #2: The Mexican government is making the transfer of money south of the border easier, and less 

expensive. Representatives from Mexico‟s National Savings and Financial Services Bank were in the Valley 

this month to help launch "Directo A Mexico". It‟s a new partnership between U.S. and Mexican commercial 

banks and credit unions that will give Valley residents a new option for sending money to their loved ones in 

Mexico. 

Segment #3: A respected Valley physician was recently honored by Maybelline New York. Doctor Katherine 

Flores of Fresno was selected from thousands of entries across the United States as one of ten recipients of 

the Maybelline New York Beauty of Education Awards. The award recognizes women who motivate, mentor 

and make a difference in their community through the power of education. Doctor Flores helped create 

Doctor's Academy at Sunnyside High School and Junior Doctors Academy to help disadvantaged Valley 

students become better prepared for careers in health and medicine 

LATINO LIFE, 2/15/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Latino Life is a half hour program produced by ABC30 and hosted by Graciela Moreno. The show focuses 

on issues impacting the Latino community and highlights positive contributions Latinos are making in the 

Valley. 

Boy Scouts: The Boy Scouts is an organization that has been helping shape the lives of thousands of boys 

and young men for the past 100 years.  Now the Boy Scouts of America are hoping 2009 will bring some 

new faces into local packs.  They're working to recruit more young Hispanics. 
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Girl Scouts: Efforts to get girls involved in the community by joining the Girl Scouts. 

New Youth Center: A new 12,000 square foot facility in downtown Fresno is welcoming kids of all ages to 

a new kind of youth center. It focuses on developing kids' minds and expanding their opportunities. The new 

Dickey Youth Development Center was made possible through a continuing partnership between the City Of 

Fresno's Parks and Recreation Department and the Chicano Youth Center. 

Fresno County Teacher of the Year: A look at the Valley teacher recently awarded Fresno County's 

Teacher of the Year. Hear Neraida Barba's story. 

Mexican Guava: A new fruit has been formally introduced to the Central Valley. After 20 years of 

negotiations, the Mexican Guava will finally be available at many valley supermarkets. 

 

LATINO LIFE, 2/22/2009, 10:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Latino Life is a half hour program produced by ABC30 and hosted by Graciela Moreno. The show focuses 

on issues impacting the Latino community and highlights positive contributions Latinos are making in the 

Valley: Viva El Mariachi Festival: Thousands from throughout the valley and state fill Selland arena to listen 

and sing along to some of the best mariachi groups in the world. Sandra Velasquez with Radio Bilingue joins 

us on set to talk about what makes the Mariachi Festival so special. This year's headliner is Pedro Fernandez 

who went from child star to adult superstar. This will be his first time performing at the Festival. We'll 

include highlights from past show's including Nati Cano y Los Camperos and Mariachi Mujer 2000. 
 

LATINO LIFE, 3/08/2009, 10:00AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Features Mary Ann Riojas of Fresno, the recipient of the Extreme Makeover home. She talks about her 

experience and how her life has changed since the extreme makeover home edition team built her a new 

wheelchair accessible home. We also look at Easter seals of central California and how it affected Mary Ann 

Riojas and how she continues to give back to the cause that is so close to her heart. The episode also features 

details on a local job fair. John Hernandez with the central California Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and 

Esam Abed with the Fresno County Department of Employment and Temporary Assistance talk about jobs 

available and how people can prepare for their job search. 

 

LATINO LIFE, 3/15/2009, 10:00AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

ABC30 looks into the need for bone marrow donors. Every day, approximately 6,000 people search the 

national bone marrow registry looking for a donor who may potentially save their life. the chances of finding 

a match are much higher for Caucasians, who make up 73 percent of those registered. All other ethnic groups 

combined make-up only 27 percent. One valley man is hoping the Latino community will come forward to 

help him and others like him, increase their chance for survival. Hear his story. Hear from members of the 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and the Central California Blood Center. Bone marrow drives Saturday, 

March 28, between 12 and 4 pm at Kerman High School.  On Sunday, March 29, another bone marrow drive 

will be held at the fire station on Pollasky street in Clovis, from 11 am to 3pm.  In addition, Latino Life looks 

into the childhood obesity problem.  The Fresno Parks and Recreation Department is tackling the problem 

with their summer "lifestyle and fitness camp and the Fresno county library has a new program for kids 

called "fit for life.”  Guests include members of Fresno PARCS and the Fresno County Library. Latino Life 

also showcases the work of Marcos Dorado. The Latino artist has a new exhibit called "100 Faces of 

Fresno."  The entire collection will be on exhibit from August 13 thru September 24 at Arte Americas. Breast 

cancer is now the leading cause of cancer-related death among Latinas. This episode of Latino Life gives 

highlights of a recent conference at Fresno state designed to change that. Performers acted out what a typical 

visit to the doctor is like for a woman seeking a breast exam.  It's part of the "Latinas Empowered for Action 

Conference." 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/18/09, LENGTH 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

Dinuba kids are learning what it takes to be a good citizen in an after school program sponsored by the Boy 

Scouts of America. It's called 'Scoutreach' and by taking the program to schools valley wide.  The 

organization is hoping to recruit more Hispanics into scouting.  Right now there are about 10,000 boy scouts 

in the Boy Scouts Sequoia Council, but only 2,000 of them are Hispanic. To change that, the Boy Scouts of 

America launched the 'Hispanic Initiative' this January and has pilot programs in six U.S. areas, including 

Fresno. 
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ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/09/09, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

These are the faces of families who have been stung by Lloyd Carter's words. Farm workers from rural 

communities mixed with political leaders in front of Fresno City Hall. Lloyd Carter of the California Water 

Impact Network presented environmental concerns at a water policy debate at Fresno State on Wednesday. 

During a TV interview he said “what parent raises their child to become a farm worker?  These kids, they're 

the least educated people in America or in the southwest corner of this valley.  They turn to lives of crime.  

They go on welfare.  They get into drug trafficking and they join gangs." 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/10/09, LENGTH :39 SEC., LOCAL 

Valley professionals and fraternity brothers came together to give young Latino students some insight on 

college life and advice on how to stay on track.400 students from 24 valley schools attended today's "si se 

puede" or "yes we can" conference for young Latinos at Fresno state. The purpose is to provide high school 

and middle school boys with role models who today shared their life experiences and encouraged them to go 

to college. Event organizers say one reason some boys drop out of school is because many don't get involved 

and often feel out of place. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/18/09, LENGTH: 22 SEC., LOCAL 

State leaders continue to work toward a budget deal.  Meanwhile advocates for Latinos here in the valley say 

they're being affected as much as anyone by the fallout from the budget crisis.  Today the Latino issues 

forum urged state leaders to approve a budget deal quickly. Members of the forum say political haggling 

over the budget has left hundreds of thousands of Latinos in limbo financially. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/07/09, LENGTH 2:18 SEC., LOCAL 

Javier Mendoza met Jaclyn while stationed in Boston with the U.S. Coast Guard. A year later they were 

married and living in Hawaii with their new baby son Cameron. But life for this young family took a 

devastating turn last November. The day before thanksgiving Javier learned he had leukemia. Javier needs a 

bone marrow transplant his brother was tested but was not a match. So his mother Yolanda is now heading 

up the desperate effort to find a donor.  But finding a healthy bone marrow match for Javier may be difficult.  

Out of the 7-million potential donors registered with the national bone marrow program, only about 7 percent 

are Hispanic. But Javier and his family don't dwell on those numbers.  The family is organizing a bone 

marrow drive for Saturday, March 28th, between 12 and 4 PM at Kerckoff  Park in Kerman. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/08/09, LENGTH 1:23 SEC., LOCAL 

An energetic crowd of thousands filled the Selland Arena today for the annual Vive el Mariachi festival 

headlined by Grammy award winning singer Pedro Fernandez. A sold-out crowd danced on the floor and 

stood in their seats as they listened to Fernandez performs some of his mariachi hits and Spanish ballads. 

He‟s considered a prodigy of sorts because he's been performing since he was 9 years old.  Vive el Mariachi 

is an annual fundraiser for Radio Bilingüe, Fresno‟s Spanish language public radio station, and each year 

thousands come from all over the state and country to listen to the best mariachi groups in the world. 

 

AN EVENING WITH THE STARS: TRIBUTE TO PATY LABELLE 

Saturday, January 24
th
, 2009 @ 2:05AM, 2 Hours, Syndication 

An Evening of Stars® is a tribute with a purpose honoring celebrity stars and aspiring students. The show 

raises awareness for UNCF, America‟s oldest, largest and most successful minority higher education 

assistance organization.  UNCF supports 39 colleges and universities and more than 60,000 deserving 

students in the U.S. each year. Although Patti‟s star continues to soar, she remains rooted in the gospel music 

sound found in her early childhood church.  Her play book includes Lady Marmalade, If You Asked Me 

To, New Attitude and On My Own. Among those honoring Patti LaBelle: Fantasia, Mario, Yolanda Adams, 

Brian McKnight, Chrisette Michele, Kobe Bryant, Shemar Moore, Duane Martin, Tom Joyner, Mo'Nique 

and many more. Patti is the sixth recipient of UNCF‟s Award of Excellence.  She follows in the footsteps of 

Lou Rawls (2004), Quincy Jones (2005), Stevie Wonder (2006) and Aretha Franklin (2007), and Smokey 

Robinson (2008).  AEOS® is produced and directed by Louis J. Horvitz whose credits include the Academy 

Awards, VHI Hip Hop Awards and Primetime Emmy Awards. 
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RAISING THE ROOF: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. TRIBUTE 

Sunday, February 8
th
, 2009 @ 4:00PM, 1 Hour, Syndication 

The Boston Children's Chorus is a multi-racial, multi-ethnic arts education organization that purposefully 

unites children across differences of race, religion and economic strains to discover the power of singing and 

as ambassadors for their city through local performances at city-wide events as well as on tour nationally and 

internationally. 

 

OPRAH WINFREY, 01/20/09, 4PM, 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

 The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr.: 

As America faces terrorism, violence and hatred, the ideas, beliefs, and actions of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

take on a whole new significance.  His words are just as powerful now as they were 40 years ago.  On today's 

show, Oprah reflects on Dr. King's incredible accomplishments and takes a more intimate look at his 

extraordinary life, including some rarely seen private film.  Also, Coretta Scott King shares some favorite 

memories of her husband.  Then, those who were with him describe how Dr. King spent his last hours, and 

we'll hear the haunting words he spoke the night before he was assassinated.  Join us as we remember the 

faith, courage and dignity of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on today's Oprah Winfrey Show. 

 

PSA      LENGTH   APRX. AIRINGS 
Black History Month:    :30    64 

DTV Awareness/Spanish Version  :30     3  

Community Calendar    :30    100 

 

 

 

DROUGHT ISSUES FOR THE VALLEY 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/14/09, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Tens of thousands of acres of pistachios are grown right here in the central valley and today, growers met to 

discuss this year's crop. More than a hundred pistachio growers took part in the annual "pistachio day" at the 

Visalia convention center. This year growers learned about how do deal with drought irrigating correctly. 

Growers are expecting a dry year this season.  Pistachio leaves sprout in the spring; harvest comes in august 

and September. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/21/09, LENGTH :13 SEC., LOCAL 

A few showers aren't enough to improve the watershed. Ag officials say California‟s ag industry is in crisis 

because of the drought and an inadequate water delivery system.  More farmland is being taken out of 

production because of the lack of irrigation water.  Paul Betancourt waited several months for this water 

pump to be repaired.  Crews have been busy digging new wells for other farmers.  The wheat crop he planted 

during thanksgiving has yet to sprout because his land is parched.  Betancourt Farms in the Westland‟s Water 

District which at this point does not have any water allocated for farmers.  Pumping groundwater is their only 

alternative. 

 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/23/09, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

The drought is forcing some of the largest farms in the state to cut back on planting this spring.  Farmers in 

the central valley say they'll forego planting thousands of acres of canning tomatoes and are already cutting 

back on acreage for lettuce and melons.  The Westland water district says computer models of reservoirs and 

patchy snowfall show water shortages so extreme that federal officials could slash irrigation water supplies to 

zero.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/24/09, LENGTH “3- SEC., LOCAL 

It will have to rain a lot more this winter to help out a Delta fish.  The Delta smelt population is at its lowest 

point in 42 years of recordkeeping.  One reason for the decline could be the health of the Sacramento-San 

Joaquin Delta.  The Delta is a freshwater source for two-thirds of the fish population and millions of acres of 
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farmland.  Last year, farmers lost 30-percent of their water in order to protect the fish.  Experts warn water 

deliveries could get worse this year due to the ongoing drought. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/25/09, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Central valley farmers are also losing a lot of money, and leaving a lot of land empty because of drought.  

That could mean people across the country will pay a lot more for lettuce in the spring and melons in the 

summer.  Fresno County farm officials predict farmers will only grow about 6-thousand acres of lettuce, 

which are half what they planted last year.  A U.C. Davis professor estimates the valley could lose 1.6 billion 

dollars in agriculture-related wages and as many as 60-thousand seasonal jobs because of the water shortage. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/27/09, LENGTH :42 SEC.,LOCAL 

While the wrangling goes on in Washington,  the valley continues to lose jobs.  And the valley's west side is 

taking the biggest hit when it comes to unemployment.  In Mendota, one of every three people is without a 

job and in Firebaugh, one in four is unemployed.  But many more on the west side are afraid they could soon 

be left without a job. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/27/09, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Ag officials have totaled up the losses farmers around the state suffered because of drought last year.  Fresno 

County, the state's largest Ag producer, led with nearly 87 million dollars in lost farm products.  The entire 

San Joaquin valley had losses of 226 million dollars - the most of any region in the state.  Statewide farm 

losses added up to more than 308 million dollars, according to reports from county Ag commissioners.  More 

than 106-thousand acres were either unplanted or abandoned 98 million dollars in vegetables and nursery 

plants were lost followed by 71 million in cotton.  Without sufficient rain this winter, the 2009 losses are 

expected to be even higher. 

 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/30/09, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

California could be headed into a third year of drought.  A crew from the state water resources board 

measured the snowpack once again and found it just 61 percent of normal.  Only ten weeks remain in the 

rainy season.  If there's not enough rain in March, we could see the first prolonged drought since 1992, and 

expect water rationing. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/03/09, LENGTH :39 SEC., LOCAL 

Continued dry conditions have prompted the Fresno county board of supervisors to extend its emergency 

drought status.  It came after a sobering presentation by the executive director of Westland‟s Water District.   

Tom Birmingham says the district expects none of the contracted 1-point-1 million acre feet of water for this 

current season.  That means farmers on the valley's west side will have to rely on groundwater which is 

already depleted.  Birmingham says many farmers have already decided not to plant seasonal crops like 

tomatoes and lettuce.  Many are also pulling permanent crops like almond trees and vineyards because there 

is not enough water to keep them alive.  With no crops, many farmers can no longer afford to pay their 

workers. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/08/09, LENGTH 1:51 SEC., LOCAL 

These well drillers may have 8 harder time finding water these days, but finding customers is no problem.  

Chuck Holm says the Atwater Company he works for has been getting requests from farmers who need new 

wells to keep their crops alive and homeowners whose private supplies have dried up. 

 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/16/09, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

The recent rains are making an impact on the valley's water crisis.  But much more rain and snow fall are 

needed.  Data just released by the state indicate the valley is still far behind on precipitation and snowpack 

totals.  The same numbers indicate more snow is accumulating in the high sierra, which is good news.  But a 

water expert with the Kings River Conservation said California needs several more strong storms to make up 

for several dry months. 
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ACTION NEWS 5PM 2/20/09, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Farmers today in Western Fresno County received the news they did not want to hear.  They will not be 

receiving any irrigation water from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.  Despite the recent storm, the statewide 

drought is now in its third year.  For the first time the Westland‟s Water District is not able to deliver any 

irrigation water to their farms.  Officials say state reservoirs are at or near record low levels. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/25/09, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

In addition to more rain and valley farmers want lawmakers to increase California‟s water storage.  The 

farmers got an official update from the state regarding how recent wet weather has impacted the drought.  

The news is not good.  We've gone from facing a catastrophic drought to a moderate one.  Acres and acres of 

farm land sit abandoned not enough water to keep crops alive.  Everyone from the farmer to the farm worker 

demanded action.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/26/09, LENGTH :42 SEC., LOCAL 

In another part of the Ag industry, drought motivated one company to take extreme measures to conserve 

water‟s-k produce buys and sells produce from farmers.  The company doesn‟t own farms, but does need 

water for their landscaping.  So, it installed an irrigation system that collects water from the roof every time it 

rains.  It‟s a pretty basic concept: water drains from the roof into gutters and then into big storage tanks 

where it stays until it's needed.  The company also installed flush fewer toilets and found other ways to save 

on water. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/27/09, LENGTH :16 SEC., LOCAL 

The dry season affecting farmers could hit your grocery budget.  Most canals have dried up in the Westland‟s 

water district, costing farmers and the state millions.  But water officials warn everyone will soon feel the 

effects. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/27/09, LENGTH 2:01 MIN., LOCAL 

The governor is telling everyone to conserve water by 20-percent.  Already agricultural revenue has dropped 

more than 300-million dollars and the department of water resources warns if nothing is done now the losses 

this year could exceed 2-billion dollars.  California is in its 4th worst drought in state history.  However, this 

is the first time a governor in the u-s has declared a statewide emergency because of a lack of water. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/27/09, LENGTH :22 SEC.,LOCAL 

The governor is just asking everyone to cut water consumption.  He says tougher action may be needed later, 

but for now he's urging voluntary conservation, and a political push to rebuild the states water supply system. 

 
AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM, 2/28/09, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger was in the valley to talk about water.  The recent storms haven't been 

enough to ease drought fears around the state.  Shortly after coming to Fresno the governor declared a 

drought emergency.  Action News reporter Gene Haagenson has more on what the governor is asking us all 

to do. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/02/09, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

Despite recent winter storms, state water officials say California‟s snow pack is still only about eighty -

percent of normal for this time of year.  During the latest snow survey today, state water experts found that 

the ground under the Sierra snowpack is still dry, and will soak up some of the snow melt before the water 

reaches downstream reservoirs.  Because the state had below-average rain and snowfall the past three years, 

California‟s reservoirs are depleted.  Many local water agencies have ordered rationing for their customers.  

Just last week, Governor Schwarzenegger declared a drought state of emergency for the entire state. 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM, 3/13/09, LENGTH :55 SEC.,LOCAL 

A massive turnout today, at a food giveaway in western Fresno County left some people going away empty 

handed.  Hundreds of people showed up to get about two days worth of food in Firebaugh this afternoon.  

Some of them waited in line for as long as seven hours.  Unemployment is around forty percent in Firebaugh 
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and a local and federal leader say today's turnout is a graphic reminder of just how devastating a drought can 

be. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/13/09, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Late winter storms have allowed the Department of Water Resources to increase its delivery amount to 20 

percent.  Because of the statewide drought, which is now in its third year, the governor has had to proclaim a 

state of emergency and order all Californians to reduce their water use.  The recent rainfall has brought the 

snowpack levels to near 90 percent of average.  But it's only enough to allow a five percent increase from 

what was allotted in December.  Final allocations for 2009 will be set in May. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/16/09, LENGTH :23 SEC. LOCAL 

State officials are slightly boosting projected water deliveries this summer for 25 million residents.  The 

department of water resources says it will increase water from state reservoirs from 15 percent of what was 

requested to 20 percent.  Despite recent rains, they warn the state remains in a critical drought.  Late storms 

have increased the Sierra Nevada snowpack to about 90 percent of normal.  But state reservoirs are well 

below average.  

 

PSA      LENGTH   APRX. AIRINGS 

Building a Better Community: Resources 

In Tough Economic Times   :30    80 

Community Calendar    :30    100 

 

 

 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR FOR 1

ST
 QUARTER 2009 

 

 

12/30/08 – 1/2/09, 1/3/09, 1/4/09 

Weekend Eagle Tours at Millerton Lake 

Central California Blood Center: Blood Drive 

Fresno Philharmonic: Hollywood Movie Scores 

 

1/6/09 – 1/9/09, 1/10/09, 1/11/09 

Valley Animal Center: Furry Wishes for the Animals 

Three Rivers Players: Nutcrackers 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: Opening Garlanding Ceremony 

 

1/13/09 – 1/16/09, 1/17/09, 1/18/09 

Canoeing with the Eagles at Millerton Lake 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Breakfast 

Scottish Society of Central California: Robert Burns Supper 

 

1/20/09 – 1/23/09, 1/24/09, 1/25/09 

Blossom Trail Opening Ceremony 

Baby Boomer Health & Wellness Expo at Woodward Regional Branch Library 

Downtown Visalia: Sofa Art Goes to Vegas Baby 

 

1/27/09 – 1/30/09 

Sequoia National Park: Intro to Cross Country Skiing 

Friends of the Library Book Sale 

Go Red for Women Casting Call 
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1/31/09 

Woodlake Fundraiser: Youth Football Dinner & Dance 

J. Williams Theatre: Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 

Fresno City College: Community Concert 

 

2/1/09 

Roosevelt School of the Arts: Little Women 

The Barn Theatre:  B-I-N-G-O Spells Murder 

 

2/3/09 – 2/6/09 

Fresno Philharmonic Orchestra: Classical Mystery Tour – A Tribute to the Beatles 

Fresno Chinatown: Chinese New Year Parade 

Eagle Tours at Millerton Lake 

 

2/7/09 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church: Crab Feed 

Fresno City College Cafeteria: Cheesecake Cabaret 

Fresno Fairgrounds: Antique Show 

 

2/8/09 

Fresno Fairgrounds: Antique Show 

Merced All Starz Cheerleaders Registration 

 

2/10/09 – 2/13/09 

Tour of Hearts: Bike and Health Expo 

Festival of Hearts Extravaganza: Camp Taylor Benefit 

Shaver Lake: Sled Dog Races 

 

2/14/09 

Heritage Quilters: Quilt Show 

Tour of Hearts: Bike and Health Expo 

Shaver Lake: Sled Dog Races 

 

2/15/09 

Tulare City Historical Society: African Drum Concert 

CSU Fresno Concert: Melissa Wolfmann 

Enchanted Playhouse: “Go, Dog! Go!” 

 

2/17/09 – 2/20/09 

E-Waste Recycling Event 

Special Olympics: Polar Plunge 

UCP of Central CA: Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick‟s Day Run 

 

2/21/09 

Festival of Hearts Extravaganza: Camp Taylor Benefit 

Fresno Fairgrounds: Electronic Waste Recycling  

Kerman High School:  All You Can Eat Tri Tip BBQ 

 

 

 



 45 

2/22/09 

Fresno Tower District: Mardi Gras Parade 

Encore Theatre: Go Back for Murder 

Fresno Fairgrounds: Gold and Treasure Show 

 

2/24/09 – 2/27/09 

Children‟s Hospital of Central California: Kids Day 

Fresno/Madera Dental Society: Save and Seal Our Smiles 

Tulare Historical Society: Swing Into Spring Fundraiser 

 

2/28/09 

Big Dry Creek Museum: Great Clovis Bank Robbery Re-enactment 

Visalia Convention Center: Flowers, Trees and Gardens Galore 

Millerton Lake: Polar Bear Plunge 

 

3/1/09 

Clovis Community Band Concert 

Tony Blanco Magic & Mirth 

 

3/3/09 – 3/6/09, 3/7/09, 3/8/09 

Easter Seals of Central California: Mary Ann Riojas Honored 

Central CA Hispanic Chamber of Commerce: Silver Anniversary Gala 

Downtown Sanger: Blossom Day Festival 

 

3/10/09 – 3/13/09 

UCP of Central CA: Brian Sturgeon St. Patrick‟s Day Run 

Fresno City College: Renaissance Feast for Scholars 

NAMI of Fresno/Tulare County: Kick-off Luncheon 

 

3/14/09 

Visalia Community Players: “Cemetery Club” 

Fresno City College: “A Flea in Her Ear” 

Imagine U Children‟s Museum: Puppet Theatre 

 

3/15/09 

Hillcrest Farm: Blossom Trail Train Rides 

Barn Theatre: “Suessical” 

 

3/17/09 – 3/20/09, 3/21/09, 3/22/09 

Fresno Women‟s Network: Network at Night 

 

3/24/09 – 3/27/09 

Fresno Art Museum: 60
th

 Anniversary Diamond Jubilee 

Lively Arts Foundation: “Best of the Bay” 

Woodward Park: Spring Blossom Festival & the Fresno Bonsai Society Spring Show 

 

3/28/09 

Woodward Park: Spring Blossom Festival & the Fresno Bonsai Society Spring Show 

Reedley High School: “Annie Get Your Gun” 

Fresno County Wine Journey 



 46 

 

3/29/09 

Old Town Clovis: Antique & Collectibles Fair 

Fresno Art Museum: Ann Richards Brewster Exhibit 

Kings Players: “A Bad Year for Tomatoes” 

 

 

 
ABC30 NON-BROADCAST EFFORTS FOR 1

ST
 QUARTER 2009 

 

 1/22/09 Kevin Musso, Meteorologist: MC‟d  Multicultural Fashion Show 

 1/28/09 Graceila Moreno, Reporter/Anchor Speaker At Tulare/King Female Leadership Academy  

 2/06/09 John Thomas Kobos, Reporter:  Participated In Big Read 

 2/06/09 Beth Marney Public Affairs Director:  Participated In Fresno‟s Big Read 

 2/13/09 Deshaunta Bullock, Reporter: Participated In Black History Month Read-A-Thon 

 2/17/09 Corin Hoggard, Reporter: One of  Three Panelists Fresno State Journalism Class Panel 

 2/11/09 Susan Blaze, General Sales Manager: Speaker At The Alpha Delta Signa Student Chapter 

American Advertising Federation 

 2/18/09 Warren Armstrong/Anchor: Speech For United Way Of Fresno County And Combined 

Health Appeal Federal Campaign 

 3/20/09 Warren Armstrong: Anchor, MC For 4
th
 Annual Hinds Hospice Ladies Tea 

 3/12/09 Station Tour:  Fresno State Students 

 3/19/09 DTV Speaking Engagement:  Susan Blaze, General Sales Manager and Charlene Ciavaglia 

Program Manager Delivered a Speech Regarding The DTV Transition 

 3/19/09 Christine Park, Anchor/Reporter: Participated In “Ask A Reporter” Media Forum At Fresno 

State. 

 3/25/09 Station Tour: Aprx. 18 Tiger Cubs And Parents  

 3/25/09 Christine Park, Anchor/Reporter: Participated In Mentoring Program For The Fresno State 

Mass Comm Aumni Chapter 

 3/25/09 Four Students from Fresno State Participated in Job Shadowing with Several of ABC30‟s 

Account Executives for One Day 

 

 

 

 

 
 


