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WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020  
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM

HOST: VICKI GREENE     GUEST: Rep. James O’Day

TOPIC:  The State Budget How does it affect us? 

Worcester State Representative James O’Day, discussed the local, regional and state impact on 
the budget Governor Baker signed a $43.3 billion plan that includes the highest-ever level of 
state funding for public schools in Massachusetts. The $5.2 billion for Chapter 70 aid to 
education.  He explained what this means for the city of Worcester and other Gateway cities that 
had been praying for an overhaul of an old formula that didn’t help the neediest communities 
many who had students with English as second language high drop -out rates, etc and how this 
impacts various school districts. In addition, he discussed the recent bill he sponsored, that 
passed, regarding medical treatment and the opioid epidemic.  The budget included several line 
items that impact listeners including tax changes and other economic factors.

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS: Domenic Mercurio, Event Organizer/CreatorBill 
Bourbeau, Exec. Chef, The Boynton, Al Maykel, Cosse Country Club, Tori Denham, 
Culinary Student, Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School, Student Mya 
Durand, Tantasqua Regional High School

TOPIC:  - 13th Annual Worcester's Best Chef - Pro Chefs & The Next Generation

Mecurio explained what happens behind the scenes of the 13th annual Worcester Best Chefs 
event being held Jan. 26th at Mechanics Hall. The food scene in Worcester and Central MA has 
always been great and lately been getting well-deserved accolades in national press. Chefs 
Bourbeau and Maykel discussed why this event is so important, what is involved in competing 
and judging and how it impacts the vibrant restaurant community which has had a direct impact 
on the local economy.  Culinary High School Students Tori and Mya told their stories of how 
they chose to major in culinary arts, what their families and friends thought of cooking as a 
career and why they chose to pursue their dream at a technical high school.  In addition, we 
discussed the growing popularity of technical high schools in the region and what it may mean 
for students in the future as it relates to college, jobs, etc. 

https://omny.fm/shows/community-conversations-with-host-vicki-greene/1-5-2020-the-state-budget


WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST: Mike Myers, President, Worcester Railers HC
TOPIC:  It's all "Fun and Games" - Worcester Railers Hockey

The Worcester Railers have contributed to the City and area communities since they brough the 
team in to the DCU Center.  Myers gave an update on the team’s Skate to Success/Learn to Skate 
program that was just featured in USA Hockey Magazine.  He discussed how many kids are 
involved and the impact it has both on the players and area youth.  There’s been a growing 
popularity in women’s’ ice hockey, and he discussed personal stories of what’s going on in the 
state and the region with respect to gender equity and hockey.  The Railers partner with non-
profits in the area and have had fun giveaways and special nights at virtually all home games at 
the over the last year.  The team has donated over $300,000 back to city organizations including 
the Worcester County Food Bank and the Boys & Girls Club.  Myers highlighted the reason for 
starting the team’s annual “Conductors of the Community Award,” what the criteria are for the 
award and why the team chooses to honor local leaders.  Lastly, he explained several 
misconceptions he believes still exist locally and nationally about the value of minor league 
sports or affiliated club leagues. 

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENE GUESTS: Hilary Amedy, Mentoring Program 
Coordinator, LUK Inc. Laura DiGeronimo, Mentoring Recruiter, LUK inc.

TOPIC: Mentors Wanted & Needed - National Mentoring Month

.Luk Inc,a regional non-profit has more than 180 kids currently looking for mentors through the 
organization’s mentoring program.  Amedy explained the requirements (time commitment, 
financial, etc.).  Training is something people are concerned and according to Amedy and 
DiGeronimo, there is a formal training and then a staff member checks in with new mentor and 
mentees on a regular basis.  DiGeronimo told her personal story of having a mentor when she 
was younger, why she decided to be a mentor and what it has meant to her and the mentees she 
keeps in touch with. Every year, data indicates it’s harder to get male mentors, Amedy explained 
why that seems to be a recurring issue across the state and what she believes can be done to 
recruit more males into the program.



WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2020
DURATION:  30 MIN
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENE GUEST: Cherylann Gengel, Founder of Be Like Brit

TOPIC: Triumph over Tragedy!

Central Massachusetts 19- year-old Britney was with a college group doing work , the school 
called it “Journey of Hope” with orphans in Haiti and ten years ago , on Jan. 12  a magnitude 7 
earthquake rocked Haiti.  Britney and several of her college friends and several teachers were 
among 300,000 people killed when the earthquake hit Haiti.  Gengel shared how she and her 
family dealt with the grief and the newly released documentary entitled “Heartache & Hope: The 
Britney Gengel story” that can be seen on social media and has been featured on local television. 
“We had to show the world that something good could come out of something so horrific,” 
Gengel said in the documentary.  She explained what got her through the tough times and how 
she was able to look at the “glass half-full.”  She discussed how her family liquidated assets and 
built, what started out as an orphanage in Haiti called “Brit’s Home.” She highlighted what days 
are like for the boys and girls living in Brit’s home and how they plan to “raise the next 
generation of leaders in Haiti.” The 19,000 sq. foot facility was a large undertaking for the 
Gengal family. They  hired local people as you built the facility, developed a school, a water 
distribution system and housing around the school.  Gengel explained the program involving 
“Britsionary” volunteers have built over 145 houses in Haiti near the School and plan to build at 
least 25 this year. Gengel reviewed the program, skills needed and all requirements. In addition, 
she discussed the health care clinic they developed recently in Haiti.  All of these projects are 
costly so the Be Like Brit organization holds many fundraisers and sponsors many fundraisers 
across the state. 

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS:  Jon Weaver, President & CEO, MassBioMedical 
Initiatives (MBI)

TOPIC: Biotech Update - Search for Cures, Jobs and  Major Impact on Area Economy

Jon Weaver, President and CEO of the MassBioMedical Initiaves  (MBI) took over the helm 
approximately one year ago. The regional member-based association helps scientists start their 
research project including leasing lab space and business consulting. MBI has several large lab 
sites and Weaver shared the exciting news that they broke ground recently at a new site in the 
City and have leased almost all of the lab space in a short amount of time.  According to Weaver, 



nearly 1,000 jobs have been created in the area with more to come and there’s been a cumulative 
economic impact of $900 million to the local and state economy.  He shared information on what 
it takes financially and the timeline for getting a drug from the research phase to the 
manufacturing phase and an upcoming large manufacturing facility coming to the area and 
planning to hire local people of all education levels. 

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY, 16, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST:  Greg Donnelly, President & CEO, Carroll Center 
for the Blind Jennifer Harnish, Director of Rehabilitation, Carroll Center for the Blind - 
Shares her story of being visually impaired

TOPIC: Now Hiring - Visually Impaired Ready for the Job!

Donnelly has been at the helm of the Carroll Center for the Blind since 2016 and prior to that 
was a senior administrator at Mass Eye and Ear for many years.  He explained that the The 
Carroll Center has served over 50,000 clients since it opened back in 1936…but now serves 
4,000 annually through a variety of programs including a residential program and a vocational 
training or back to work program. Harnish, Director of Rehabilitation, is blind herself and a 
former client of the center back in 2007 as well as a clinical psychologist. They both address thet 
constant message of companies who can’t find workers because unemployment rates are at their 
lowest in decades.  Harnish told her story of how the vocational program at The Center helped 
her and she now can help others even though it wasn’t an easy road.  Unemployment rates 
continue to be at record lows, according to US Bureau of Labor Statistics the unemployment rate 
as of the end of 2019 in MA was approx.. 2.9 percent and unemployment rates in 15 states were 
lower than the 3.5-percent U.S. rate in December 2019.  Both guests explained why hiring the 
visually impaired for almost any job is not as difficult as companies may think and gave 
examples of the many graduates of the program who are working in a variety of jobs and sectors.

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS: Juan Matos, Worcester's New Poet Laureate, 
Book Author, Teacher Amina Mohammed, Worcester's First Youth Poet Laureate, High 
School Senior

TOPIC: Why is Poetry Important? Meet Worcester's First Youth Poet Laureate and new 
Poet Laureate



Worcester names the State’s first youth poet laureate and the high school senior joined her adult 
counterpart for 2020 to discuss what poetry means to them and their responsibilities as poet 
laureates to the local community.  The newly named adult Poet Laureate, Juan Matos explained 
how he got to the position he now holds.  A five-member committee reviewed the applications. 
According to both guests the City Selection Criteria involved

 A deep connection to the cultural life of the City

 The impact of the author on other writers, and on the literature of Worcester and its 
diverse voices

 The ability and willingness of the author to conduct required public engagement duties
 The local, national, and international reputation of the author and his or her work

Muhammed discussed her childhood which wasn’t always easy, having grown up in a high 
poverty area of the City but explained that she was always interested in poetry.  Both 
Muhammed and Matos shared several of their favorite works and encouraged people to get 
involved in area poetry activities even if they’re just getting started with writing. Muhammed 
shared that she was from an immigrant family with parents that worked long hours and that she 
had quite a bit of support from your neighbors but that she always set out to prove that life is 
what one makes of it and that “those whom society frowns upon, tend to be the ones with 
powerful voices, positively making a change in communities.”  both received  medals and gave 
readings at the City’s inaugural ceremonies.

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENE     GUESTS: Christine Cassidy, Chief Communications 
Officer, Fallon Health Jill Lebow, Chief Human Resources Officer, Fallon Health

TOPIC: Gender Equality on the Leadership Team - Past, Present & Future

Fallon Health’s Chief Communications Officer, Christine Cassidy and Fallon Health’s Chief 
Human Resources Officer Jill Lebow, both sit on the executive team at Fallon.  Christine was 
named 2019 one of six Outstanding Women in Business in Worcester and Jill received the same 
incredible recognition in 2017, Five of the10 leadership positions are held by women.  Cassidy 
and Lebow discussed what they feel has been positive progress with women in business,  
breaking through the glass ceiling and their feelings about abuse of power in the corporate 
environment and how women can overcome obstacles Fallon Health grew the percentage of 
women in its leadership from 32 to 40 in the last year. Both guests discussed the fact that more 
than 80 percent of the 1,200 employees at Fallon's offices are female. That extends to more than 
70 percent in management. They say things, positive and negative polices and/or attitudes trickle 
down from the top leadership.  Lebow addressed changes she’s seen in gender equity with 



respect to hiring and whether or not she felt there are more conversations about diversity local 
and nationally.  Cassidy explained the feeling of many women who have had the internal 
struggle with working and raising a family and how technology and attitudes by corporate 
leadership in many industries is changing.

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST:   Lucy Hale, President, the EcoTarium 

TOPIC: Science Fun Outside of the Classroom, “Mountain Lions, Eagles, Owls "Oh 
My!”
.
Hale joined the Museum as President approximately one year ago and has overseen many 
changes, particularly in their outdoor animal exhibits.  She discussed how museums are tying in 
with local schools on STEM teaching as well as offerings at science museums for the over 21 
crowd to get adults more engaged in what many think of as children’s cultural learning 
environments. Hale highlighted the mission and importance of the EcoTarium and the many 
changes that have occurred over the last 20 years including hanging of the name and a giant $18 
million renovation and expansion in 1999.  She discussed the upcoming updating of the Alden 
Planetarium, the most popular exhibits and gave us a sneak peek into the The Amusement Park 
Science coming soon.  The EcoTarium set record breaking annual attendance in 2019 of 
approximately 178,000 visitors.

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS: Katie Benison-Camell, President, Mary Beth 
Benison Foundation (MBB) & Kristine Shifrin, ALS Family and Grant Recipient

TOPIC: MBB Gala for Love - Distributing Grants for ALS Patients and their Families to 
Improve their Quality of Life

Benison-Camell highlighted the organizaiton’s upcoming first MBB Gala for Love to help 
continue fulfilling grants for ALS patients and their families.  Shifrin discussed how the MBB 
Foundation’s grant helped her family when her husband was diagnosed with ALS two years ago 
at the age of 41.  She discussed how she handled the tough news with her husband and how they 
shared the news with their two pre-teenage children.  There is currently no cure for ALS so 
Benison-Camell explained why she started the Foundation, that the money raised is not for 



research, but rather to help families like the Shifrins’ pay for everything from household bills to 
retrofitting homes all in an effort to improve the quality of the life of the patient and their 
families while the patient is still living.  

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST: Tim Garvin, President & CEO, The United Way of 
Central MA

TOPIC: The "We Care Fund" - How to help during this trying time

The United Way of Central MA covers 30 communities including Worcester partners and funds 
over 50 programs through various organizations in the region.  Garvin explained that it is a time 
of celebration as the The United Way of Central MA celebrates its 100th anniversary this year, 
but unfortunately the big celebration at the Worcester Historical Museum has been postponed 
due to the health protocol put in place in the first weeks of the COVID 19 outbreak.  Garvin 
discussed how the United Way of Central MA jumped in, as always, in this time of need and 
recently formed the “We Care Fund.”  He explained how much they raised in the first days, 
where he sees the most dire need (food, housing, etc.). and told listeners how companies and 
individuals can donate. 

WORC FM 98.9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST:  Jessika Zequeira, Community Education Specialist, 
The Shine Initiative

TOPIC: Mental Health - Coping in times of COVID 19

With the world coping with the COVID 19 pandemic, Zequeira discussed  the impact on mental 
health, for adults and kids (which on some levels, varies by age) and what she’s learned through 
her work and personal experiences on possible solutions or ideas on how to cope. The Shine 
Initative’s mission is to” combat discrimination and to destigmatize mental health conditions in 
children and young adults.” Over the last year SHINE developed and rolled out the mindmatters 
software app and Zequeira let lisnteners know how to download the app, its features and shared 
stories of how it has worked for kids and adults alike.  It seems to me just from social media and 
mainstream media, people of all ages are acknowledging feelings of social isolation and trying to 
come up with solutions. She addressed coping strategies that they use with students and she 
shared stories of how she discussed the feeling around COVID with her three children: two 
young and one college-age. 


