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WGEM airs many broadcasts that contain stories dealing with the problems and 
important issues of the communities that we serve. Listed below, by problem and 
need category, are topics of those stories that were broadcast during this quarter. 

1) BUSINESS/ECONOMY:  Includes need for industry; tourism; jobs; downtown revitalization; 
economic and industrial development; issues facing employers; effects of economy on quality of 
life. 

2) EDUCATION:  School funding and support of system; education for non-traditional students; 
educational opportunities; retaining & acquisition of new job skills; continuing education; 
adaptation to high technology; parental involvement. 

3) CHILDREN/YOUTH:  Activities; youth centers; day care centers; youth in community; teenage 
pregnancy resources available; efforts against child abuse; recreation. 

4) SOCIAL JUSTICE and CIVIL UNREST, GOVERNMENT REFORM:  Establish equality for the 
disadvantaged; racial problems; lack of opportunities for minorities; activist demonstrations; 
civil disobedience; problems of vandalism; complaints against actions by government officials; 
political issues; demand for governmental changes. 

5) AGRICULTURE/ECOLOGY:  Commodity prices; agricultural productions; conservation and 
recycling; pollution control; environmental changes; impact of weather on crop production. 

6) TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE:  Highway improvements; rail service; maintaining air 
service; bus routes; city street repairs; fuel prices; city improvements; communication service 
expansion. 

7) CITY/COMMUNITY:  Housing for poor and elderly; strong community leadership; long-range 
community planning; community clean-ups; efforts against alcohol and drug abuse; support for 
single parent families; support services for the homeless; food pantries; financial assistance; 
support services for domestic violence victims; cultural programs. 

8) LAW and ORDER:  Crime prevention; arson; overcrowded prisons; substance abuse; local 
political activity. 

9) HEALTH/SAFETY:  Availability of rural health care services; mental health care; need for 
doctors, nurses, and dentists in rural communities; injury prevention; transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19); impact of COVID-19 in communities; local and national healthcare 
resources.
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WGEM NEWS                                                                                                            
Locally Produced        
Monday-Friday   5:00am (120 min) 
Monday-Friday   7:25am, 7:55am; 8:25am, 8:55am, 9:25am, 9:55am (5 min) 
Monday-Friday  12:00pm, 5:00pm, 6:00pm, 10:00pm (30 min) 

Saturday- Sunday   10:00pm (30 min) 

 
NETWORK PROGRAMS 
In addition to the local programs listed above, WGEM is an NBC affiliate and carries 
the full schedule of news and public affairs programming offered by the NBC Network. 
Additionally, WGEM offers the FOX, CW and MeTV networks on its multicast channels. 
Early Today   Monday-Friday 4:30 am – 5:00 am 
Today Show   Monday-Friday 7:00 am – 11:00 am 
    Saturday 7:00 am – 8:30 am 
    Sunday 7:00 am – 8:00 am 
NBC Nightly News  Monday-Sunday 5:30 pm – 6:00 pm 
Dateline NBC  Various dates and times 
Meet the Press  Sunday 8:00 am – 9:00 am 
FOX News Sunday  Sunday 8:00 am – 9:00 am 
 

SYNDICATED PROGRAMS 
AgDay on NBC 
Monday-Friday 4:00 am – 4:30 am 
AgDay on FOX 
Monday-Friday 5:30 am – 6:00 am  
Business First AM on FOX 
Monday-Friday 5:00 am – 5:30 am  
This Week in Agribusiness 
Saturday 5:00 am – 6:00 am 
US Farm Report 
Sunday  5:00 am – 6:00 am 
Matter of Fact 
Sunday 9:00 am – 9:30 am 

 

SHORT FORM PROGRAMMING 
Varying length announcements from :10 - :60 airing throughout the day about 
issues of community interest and importance for various non-profit organizations. 
Specific dates and times are not given, but they are available upon request. 
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BUSINESS/ECONOMY 
 

1/5 
 Family Video will close all of its locations including the Quincy location at 2000 

Broadway Street.  
 Adams County Together or A.C.T., a fund sponsored by the United Way, accepted a 

$40,000 check Tuesday to go toward the COVID-19 relief fund in Adams County. 
 
1/7 

 The Board of Directors of Quincy Media, Inc., which owns WGEM-TV, WGEM AM-FM, 
the Herald-Whig, and the Hannibal Courier-Post announced Thursday that it had 
begun marketing the company for sale. 

 McDonough District Hospital administrators said construction on their building for 
drive-thru services is just weeks away from being done. 

 
1/11 

 Quincy City Treasurer says that the hotel/motel tax revenue is down about 40% 
because of less tourism traffic during the pandemic. 

 
1/14 

 The Christopher & Banks store will most likely close soon at the Quincy Mall and 
shoppers in Quincy are worried about where they will now find nice clothes. 

 The building at 210 Center Street in Hannibal was once set for demolition, but the new 
owners, Cornelia Mercantile, have given it new life. 

 One Quincy restaurant, Thai D’Lish, is taking advantage of this time without indoor 
dining by working to expand. 

 
1/17 

 Yummy Donuts Palace in Hannibal, Missouri is opening a new location of Yummy 
Donuts in Quincy at the former Concord Custom Cleaners building. 

 
      1/18 

 Local real estate broker, Jeremy Farlow, says with mortgage rates as low as 2.67 
percent, local house sales are up. 

 
1/21 

 Small business owners in Macomb say they’re doing what they can to stay profitable to 
offset 2020 losses and nearly 60 business have been awarded a total of $450,000. 

 
1/22 

 The VIP 3 movie theatre in the Quincy Mall reopened its doors on Friday after being 
closed for months due to the COVID-19 mitigations. 
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1/25  
 Blessing Health System announced today that it would assume control of Keokuk Area 

Hospital on March 1. 
 
 1/27 

 Marion County officials said increased spending at local businesses helped boost sales 
tax revenue. Now that boost is helping them prepare for any future unexpected costs. 

 
1/30  

 GREDF announced that they will begin a pilot program with Avance USA to fill job 
openings within the Tri-States. 

 
2/1  

 The Board of Directors of Quincy Media, Inc. has announced its shareholders have 
approved the sale of the stock of the company for $925 million to Gray Television, Inc. 

 
2/4  

 Winchester, Illinois, Mayor Rex McIntire said the second round of applications have 
opened up for the 40 businesses in the TIF district that have been struggling. 
 

2/5  
 The first and only medical marijuana dispensary in Northeast Missouri made their final 

preparations before Saturday's grand opening. 
 
2/8  

 Keck Plumbing in Quincy gives tips on how to prevent frozen pipes inside your home 
during the coldest days of the year.  

 
2/12  

 House Republicans are pushing for Gov. JB Pritzker to unfreeze the business tax 
incentives that could create more jobs for the middle class in Illinois.  

 As the cold temperatures continue throughout the Tri-States, local workers try to 
adjust to the weather conditions. 

 
2/13 

 The Quincy Herald-Whig and Hannibal Courier-Post have been sold to Phillips Media 
Group, LLC, headquartered in Arkansas. 

 
2/16  

 With winter weather wreaking havoc on power grids across the nation, local power co-
ops said they're in better shape and have no plans for rolling blackouts. 

 The Great River Economic Development Foundation announced that its president, 
Marcel Wagner will be retiring at the end of the year. 
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2/17  
 Quincy received $50,000 from the state's CURES Support Program Grant to hand out to 

14 businesses in the city. 
 
2/18  

 Chompz restaurant has a new location in Quincy and is about to open its doors. 
 The city of Macomb's first cannabis dispensary, Windy City Cannabis, is set to open by 

the end of the month. 
 
2/23  

 DueAmici Pizzeria in Hannibal has been doing well through the pandemic and is 
expanding into Quincy.  

 Local stonemasons say the coronavirus pandemic is causing a shortage of granite. 
 Autoshine Express off Broadway in Quincy say business has skyrocketed as the 

temperatures warm up.  
 

2/24  
 The COVID-19 pandemic has affected local business applications with more businesses 

struggling to find employees. 
 
2/27  

 Multiple northeast Missouri landowners are concerned about the possibility of the 
power of eminent domain being used to obtain easements for the Grain Belt Express. 

 
3/1  

 Keokuk Area Hospital ownership officially transferred from UnityPoint Health to 
Blessing Health System today.  

 Renovations are coming to the Pike County Housing Authority apartments in Barry, 
Pleasant Hill, and surrounding communities due to a federal grant. 

 
3/2  

 New City Hall construction and new businesses are all part of a Canton economic 
development plan.  

 
3/4 

 Nucci's Italian Restaurant in Pittsfield, Illinois is thinking outside the box to keep the 
business open. 

 Steak ‘n Shake announced a rollout of self-service kiosks in the dining room. 
 The Illinois Senate Tourism and Hospitality Committee continued their conversation on 

how to save the hotel and restaurant industry. 
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3/8 
 Memorial Medical Clinic in Carthage is expanding their options to save you a trip. 
 Fort Madison YMCA officials said they'll be holding a meeting with Donnellson 

residents to discuss the possibility of bringing a fitness center to the community. 
 Health officials in Carthage, Illinois, are closing their Medical Illness Clinic set up at the 

beginning of the pandemic, because of a drop in COVID-19 patients who need it. 
 
3/11  

 Quincy Discount Travel is seeing business pick up. 
 Harvest House sober-living facility has open rooms for people in need.  
 The Quincy Area Chamber of Commerce will host its fourth diversity and inclusion 

academy. 
 The new online shopping tax bill passed the Missouri House and local businesses react. 

 
3/16  

 A Northeast Missouri domestic violence agency, AVENUES, hopes to grow in 2021.  
 The Veterans United Constructors has been selected for renovations at the Quincy 

Veterans Home. 
 The Junction Restaurant, in Ralls County, Missouri near the city of Perry is now under 

new ownership and aiming to re-open before tourism season.  
 
3/19  

 Lee County will receive $6.5 million in stimulus funding from the American Rescue Plan 
Act.  

 Hannibal Regional Hospital commemorates the past year as the COVID ward closes. 
 Quincy businesses are seeing more customers out and about.  

 
3/22 

 A new meat processing facility is in the works just outside the Tri-States and the owner 
say it will have big local impact on farmers and create local jobs. 

 Keck Heating and Air Conditioning Service Technician, Ed Scranton said calls to check 
air conditioning increase this time of year. 

 
3/24  

 The Patio restaurant in Quincy is back open for the first time since before the pandemic 
started and the owners said they’re booked.  

 
3/29  

 Sonic Drive-In plans a return to Quincy. 
 
3/31 

 O'Reilly Auto Parts is planning a second store location in Quincy. 
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EDUCATION 
 

1/5 
 The “Take the Plunge” event at John Wood Community College hopes to boost 

enrollment.  
 Both Central Lee and Keokuk students returned to the classroom today and 

administrators say it'll be a big semester.  
 Knox County R-1 School District implemented a virtual “snow” learning day with the 

winter weather over the weekend. 
 
1/6 

 A longtime volunteer coach and beloved staff member at Quincy Public Schools, 
Gayland Blakemore, has lost his battle with COVID-19. 

 
1/20  

 There is talk at the State level in Missouri about providing teachers a bonus as a way to 
help with teacher retention. Teachers and administrators in Lewis County feel that 
would be a short-term fix for the bigger issues impacting the profession. 

 Local students saw history in motion today as a new U.S. president took charge. 
 
1/26  

 Illinois top education official says extending the calendar into the summer months can 
help remote learners get back on track. 

 
1/27  

 With the most train crossings of any school district in Illinois, Camp Point students are 
learning train, and rail crossing safety. 

 
1/28  

 Quincy Public Schools is working with ISBE and ROE to change substitute teacher 
requirements. 

 
2/2 

 Early voting is now open for those in the Fort Madison Community School District to 
decide whether to approve the district's new revenue purpose statement. 

 
 2/3 

 ‘Be Well to Do Well’ month at Mark Twain Elementary School targets students’ mental 
health.  

 
2/4  

 The band director at Macomb Junior High School, Art Martinez, has compiled his 
students’ work for a virtual concert.  
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2/5  
 Western Illinois University is partnering with DCFS to put more social workers in the 

field.  
 Western Illinois University's business and accountancy programs have maintained their 

accreditation by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. 
 
2/6  

 Camp Point students use the new MakerSpace lab to hone STEM skills. 
 
2/8  

 Educators across the country can now add Covid safety equipment to the list of items 
that they can take tax deductions on. 

 
2/10 

 Western Illinois University Women’s Center is working to empower women of campus.  
 
2/12  

 Iowa governor Kim Reynolds visited Fort Madison High School today. 
 Palmyra School officials say they’re concerned about Missouri Senate Bill 55. 

 
2/17 

 A new social media minor, offered by the Western Illinois University Department of 
Communication, has been approved with new classes offered beginning in Fall 2021. 

 
2/22  

 Although early voting for Fort Madison's school special election has been open for 
weeks, election officials said turnout has been very slight. 

 
2/23  

 The Hannibal Career and Technology is offering a new course in computer numerical 
control programming, set up and operation.  

 
2/24  

 The Quincy Public Schools Foundation wrapped up its ‘Dream Big’ campaign and fell 
$30,000 short of its goal. 

 
2/25  

 The Western Illinois Department of Communication and the Social Media Lab are 
hosting a ‘Mask Up’ poster contest.  

 Canton R-5 kindergarten teacher Julie Lubbert was awarded the WGEM Golden Apple 
Award for February. 
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2/26  
 Hannibal Public Schools are using an app to monitor bullying.  

 
2/27  

 Missouri State Senator Cindy O'Laughlin met with a number of local superintendents 
and school board members to discuss their concerns with Senate Bill 55.  

 
2/28  

 Despite the incredible strain the pandemic has put on nurses, nursing schools across 
the country are seeing enrollments rise. 

 
3/2  

 Fort Madison voters headed to the polls Tuesday to decide the fate of infrastructure 
upgrades in the Fort Madison School District. 

 A group of Lee County students will tour local employers later this week. 
 Missouri Gov. Mike Parson released funding for Missouri schools. 

 
3/4 

 Culver-Stockton College broke ground on its new IDEA Center. 
 
3/10  

 Quincy Public Schools have loosened COVID restrictions.  
 Local colleges have adapted spring break plans with some not taking a spring break. 

 
3/12  

 Troy Gard has won the WGEM and JWCC Career Makeover contest. 
 Local high school seniors are choosing community colleges over four-year institutions.  

 
3/16  

 Canton R-V Superintendent says remote learning skills from this past year my change 
the future outlook of emergency days.  

 The Lee County Economic Development Group won a state grant for a new welding 
program. 

 
3/19  

 Central Lee officials, students, staff and community members gathered for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony of the newly finished addition to the elementary and middle school. 

 Quincy University talks of the benefits of the ‘Common App’ ahead of all public Illinois 
colleges using it next Fall. 

 
3/22  

 Western Illinois University announced that in-person, outdoor commencement 
ceremonies for 2020 and 2021 graduates will be held the weekend of May 14-16. 
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CHILDREN/YOUTH 
 

1/6 
 Twenty non-profit organizations, that serve youth in Quincy, were awarded grant 

money from the Samantha Otte Opportunity Fund. 
 
1/28  

 The new ‘Office of Childhood’ in Missouri will improve early childhood care and 
education for Missouri children. 

 
2/1 

 Five-year-old Dempsey Wagner has made it her mission to raise money to help the Lee 
County Sheriff's Office buy a new rescue boat. She has raised $7,300 in two months.  

 
2/2  

 Congenital Heart Defects are the leading cause of birth defect-associated infant illness 
and death.  

 
2/6  

 Dozens of volunteers from the Sleep in Heavenly Peace organization gathered in 
Quincy to handmake beds for Tri-State kids in need. 

 
2/9 

 The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services reported 102 child death cases 
last year. Lawmakers say even though numbers are down, it is still too many. 

 St. Peter’s School students donated food items to local charities as part of their annual 
Souper Bowl of Caring for Catholic Schools Week.  

 
2/11  

 WIU students are partnering with the Macomb Park District, and Center for Youth and 
Family Solutions to raise money for the Center for Youth and Family Solutions. 

 
2/16 

 The Brown County Early Learning Center has been open for one week, and officials say 
the easy and secured check in system is why week one went by so smoothly. 

 
2/20  

 Local scouts and their families gathered at St. Francis Solanus Church in Quincy for a 
special mass on Sunday to celebrate the Boy Scouts of America's 111th birthday. 

 
3/22  

 Illinois House lawmakers advanced a proposal that could require more bias training for 
people looking after children in need. 
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3/25  

 The United Way of Hannibal held their annual birthday bash for hundreds of kids in 
foster care. 

 
3/26  

 Advocacy Network for Children, an organization that helps abused children, is using yard signs 
to raise money after it had to cancel its normal fundraiser dinner due to COVID-19. 

 Adams County Judge Wooleyhan swore in five new Court Appointed Special Advocates 
volunteers who will speak up for abused or neglected children in the court system. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE, CIVIL UNREST, and GOVERNMENT REFORM 
 

1/5 
 Illinois House Republicans hope they can take the decision-making power away from 

Speaker Mike Madigan with House Bill 5873 that creates an independent commission in 
charge of redistricting. 

 
1/6 

 Members of the Quincy Tea Party is in Washington D.C. as the U.S. Capitol is stormed. 
 Quincy University History Professor, Justin Coffey, said he thinks the scene at the U.S. 

Capitol was exactly opposite of what American democracy is supposed to look like. 
 Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker is calling on Congress to impeach President Donald Trump. 

 
1/8 

 Illinois state lawmakers could pass a massive criminal justice reform plan during their 
lame duck session. However, there is already strong opposition from a coalition of law 
enforcement across Illinois. 

 
1/11 

 Mike Madigan has suspended his campaign to run for a 19th term as House Speaker. 
 
1/13 

 January 13, 2021 will appear in many history books as the day Michael Madigan 
stepped aside and Emanuel Welch became the state’s first Black Speaker of the House. 

 
1/16 

 The Quincy Area NAACP will host an online experience for people to observe Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day activities. 

 
1/18  

 Missouri State Representative Louis Riggs introduced a bill which would mandate 
every state department to undergo a performance audit at least once every four years. 

 
1/19 

 Yearly funds are on the way that could help improve the lives of around 400 victims of 
domestic abuse in Northeast Missouri. 

 
2/2  

 Western Illinois University will host an ‘Anti-Racism Series’ workshops.  
 
2/3  

 Former Illinois State Senator Sam McCann was indicted by a grand jury Wednesday on 
charges of fraud, money laundering, and tax evasion. 
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 A suicide prevention group through the American Legion Post 37 in Quincy has formed 
to help veterans in need of support. 

 
2/5  

 Ralls County Commissioners show local support for the State’s 2nd Amendment 
Preservation Act.  

 
2/8 

 AARP Illinois and several racial justice groups are fighting for Illinois seniors of color to 
disrupt disparities in healthcare, economic security, and access to high-speed internet.  

 
2/9  

 After more than 30 veterans died from COVID-19 at an Illinois veterans' home last 
year, Democratic lawmakers say it's time for stronger policies within the facilities. 

 
2/10  

 The Illinois Senate Labor Committee grilled IDES officials over numerous fraudulent 
unemployment claims. 

 Illinois State Representatives took a historic vote today passing rules for term limits for 
the Speaker and Minority Leader.    

 
2/11 

 The Illinois Senate commerce Committee demanded transparency from DCEO on the 
BIG grant evaluation process after numerous complaints.  

 
2/15  

 Republican lawmakers want transparency from Pritzker. The administration asks GOP 
for ‘realistic’ budget ideas. 

 
2/16 

 Illinois State Senators held a joint committee hearing to address public safety issues in 
the state, specifically with gun violence and carjacking. 

 
2/18  

 Illinois House Speaker Mike Madigan resigned following decades of power.  
 
2/22 

 Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signed a controversial criminal justice reform bill today. 
 
2/26  

 Illinois Senate Democrat Julie Morrison is pushing for improvements within DCFS, and 
recruitment of child welfare workers.  
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3/1  
 Illinois Republicans filed legislation in response to “mismanagement” of LaSalle 

COVID-19 outbreak. 
 Lee County election officials say Iowa is on the verge of passing some of the most 

sweeping changes to the state's election process they've ever seen. 
 
3/2  

 The Illinois House Human Services committee approved a bill extending “age out” date 
for students with special needs.  

 
3/3  

 Illinois Rep. Johnathan Carroll pushed “Elijah’s Law” through the House committee to 
help train teachers on food allergy safety.  

 
3/5  

 Missouri U.S. Senator Josh Hawley wants to raise the national minimum wage, but his 
new plan takes a different approach than proposals offered in the past. 

 
3/10 

 Illinois Democrats applaud the $1.9 trillion stimulus bill.  
 Illinois Rep. Lindsey LaPointe hopes to increase awareness and prevention of youth 

suicide.  
 
3/11  

 The ACLU and Human Rights Watch want Illinois lawmakers to repeal the parental 
notification law.  

 The Illinois House Prescription Drug Affordability Committee met to discuss the 
progress of a law that capped the price of insulin at $100 for those insured by the state. 

 
3/17 

 Less than 24 hours after attacks on Asian Americans in Georgia, representatives in 
Illinois discussed a proposal to require an Asian American history curriculum in schools.  

 Illinois House Democrats advance a COVID-19 emergency rental assistance bill. 
 
3/18  

 Illinois lawmakers were back in Springfield to pass a massive health care bill that was 
the last pillar of the Black caucus agenda. 

 
3/22  

 Following last week's shootings at Atlanta spas killing multiple Asian women, Illinois 
Governor J.B. Pritzker spoke in support of the Asian American and Pacific Islander 
community. 
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3/23  
 Gov. JB Pritzker signed four bills into law aiming to bring economic equity across the 

state.  
 A bill in the Missouri House made PTSD an occupational disease for first responders. 

 
3/24  

 Illinois Democrats advance a bill to help establish a family homelessness prevention 
and assistance program.  

 
3/25  

 The Illinois Senate approves Black Caucus healthcare reforms and a massive proposal 
heads to Gov. JB Pritzker’s desk.  

 The House Prescription Drug Affordability and Accessibility Committee approved three 
bills addressing prescription drugs.  

 
3/30  

 Illinois state lawmakers are currently working on redrawing the boundaries for 
legislative and congressional districts. 
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AGRICULTURE/ECOLOGY 
 

2/11  
 It could be a tough year ahead for area farmers. The U-S-D-A is forecasting net farm 

income for this year to be down 8-percent. 
 
2/16  

 The long stretch of cold weather is impacting farmer and their livestock. 
 
2/17  

 Tri-State farmers react favorably to the USDA nomination of Tom Vilsack.  
 
3/2  

 Adams County Farm Bureau Manager Shawn Valter said farmers are busy preparing 
machinery for planting season and are keeping an eye on the long-term weather 
outlook. 

 
3/5  

 Mike Flaspohler with the Missouri Department of Conservation believes there will be a 
shorter migration window for birds this season due to the flip flop in temperatures. 

 
3/9  

 Local farmer Chris Lindner of Keokuk placed first in Iowa at the National Corn Yield 
contest.  

 
3/26 

 Missouri farmers are hoping for dryer weather to kick start the planting season.  
 
3/29  

 State lawmakers, union present a clean energy bill to improve Illinois and save nuclear 
jobs.  

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Biologists are trying to learn more about the endangered 
Indiana bats that live in the Sodalis Nature Preserve in Hannibal. 

 
3/30  

 Stand Up 4 Grain Safety week kicks off with Illinois having the highest number of grain 
bin entrapments deaths in the country.  
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TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

1/1 
 A major New Year's Day winter storm brought freezing rain and ice to the Tri-States 

and created dangerous travel conditions. 
 Lee County Sheriff's deputies said with most of the county's roads 90 to 100 percent 

covered in snow, they're advising people to stay home if they can. 
 Central services officials in Quincy said road crews are prepared to treat roads in 12 

hour shifts as snow and ice cover roadways. 
 
1/6 

 Due to the pandemic, fewer people are on the roads meaning less motor fuel tax 
revenue for the city of Quincy. Now officials have pushed back scheduled road projects 
to later dates. 

 The Corn Belt Port Association is forming a super-region as a key logistics tool to 
increase traffic through the ports in the Tri-States. 

 
1/11 

 Despite fliers being down more than 50%, the Quincy airport will not see a reduction of 
federal funding.  

 
1/26  

 A multi-vehicle crash on US 61, just north of Canton, shut down the northbound lanes 
for most of the day. 

 
      1/27 

 US 36 was closed for several hours near Monroe City, Missouri due to a multi-vehicle 
crash.  

 
1/28 

 New concerns are being raised about the potential for flooding later this year due to 
problems with levees, in particular, the levee system around Meyer, Illinois. 

 
1/31  

 Jefferson Street in Quincy was blocked off between 13th and 14th Street Sunday night 
after a car crashed into a utility pole and drove away. 

 
2/1 

 The Hannibal Regional Economic Development Council sent a letter in support of a 
$500,000 engineering study of a Highway 61 Hannibal bypass. 

 
2/3  

 Riverboats are retuning to Hannibal this year with COVID-19 precautions in mind.  
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2/4  
 The Marion-Ralls County Port Authority project has been awarded a $27,500 grant 

from the Missouri Agriculture and Small Business Development Authority. 
 A multi-vehicle crash closed down US 218 near Donnellson, Iowa for most of the day. 

 
2/10  

 The latest round of snowfall is adding to an already long week for Quincy Central 
Service road crews. 

 Slick roads led to a single vehicle crash in Quincy at Gardner Expressway and Jefferson 
Street tonight.  

 
2/11  

 The Illinois State Police released its first safety report from the new Move Over Task 
Force.  
 

2/12 
 Jeffrey Conte, the Director of Utilities and Engineering with the city of Quincy, says the 

critical infrastructure systems are safe and secure. 
 
2/15  

 A water main broke under the Quincy Mall parking lot Monday afternoon. 
 
2/16 

 The Illinois Department of Transportation finished a major construction project for its 
communication center last fall and now WGEM has an exclusive look inside.  

 Quincy City Engineering and Utilities Director, Jeffrey Conte, said there have been 
five water main breaks in the last week and is expecting more with the extreme cold. 

 
2/17  

 Knox County R-1 Schools showed off the new electric bus today. 
 

2/18  
 The winter weather down south is having an impact on gas prices, and we are feeling 

that here in the Tri-States. 
 A new report from the Missouri State Highway Patrol said in 2020 almost a thousand 

people died in crashes across the state, the most deaths on Missouri roads since 2007. 
 
2/19  

 Quincy Riverfront Consultant Team said an events space and supporting new riverfront 
restaurant and business development were top priorities among survey takes. 

 
2/22 

 Palmyra is approved for FEMA funds to repair water pumps broken in the 2019 flood. 
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 A semi hauling grain overturned this afternoon and blocked Missouri Route 156, just 
west of Missouri Route 6, near Ewing, Missouri. 

 
2/23  

 An $8 million bid has been approved for a Quincy street improvement project.  
 
3/9  

 This week, Missouri lawmakers plan to tackle a proposed gas tax increase that could 
mean you’ll be paying more at the pump. Drivers weigh in with opinions. 

 
3/11 

 A third $250 million installment of a grant is being made to Illinois counties to address 
their transportation needs as part of the Rebuild Illinois capital program. 

 The American Society of Civil Engineers released their "report card" and gave the 
nation's infrastructure a weak C-. Many of the issues can be found across the Tri-States.  

 
3/15  

 The Missouri Department of Transportation reported the northbound U.S. 24/61 on-
ramp at the south interchange to Palmyra would be closed until further notice for 
emergency repairs. 

 Gas prices are over $3 in parts of the Tri-States and continues to rise.  
 
3/17  

 Quincy’s Central Service crews have been unclogging flood drains to keep the streets 
from flooding during the recent heavy rains. 

 
3/22  

 A new feasibility study for Highway 57 south of Quincy is underway with public 
meetings being planned. 

 
3/29  

 The Illinois Department of Transportation said pavement patching on 
Illinois 104 between Interstate 172 and Quincy Regional Airport begins today. 

 Lewis County C-1 School District now has four of their school buses running on propane 
saving tax dollars on transportation.  

 
3/31  

 The Illinois Department of Transportation announced that the Quincy Memorial Bridge 
project has been rescheduled to begin the week of April 12. 

 Canton, Missouri MoDOT Maintenance Supervisor, Robert Deters said a vehicle hit one 
of their TMA's and then hit their truck. 
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CITY/COMMUNITY 
 

1/4 
 Quincy residents and city officials spent Monday cleaning up and assessing the damage 

left behind by Friday's ice storm.  
 US Senator Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) was sworn in for her second term in the U.S. Senate. 
 Illinois House Republicans want residents to tell their lawmakers to vote against a 

possible tax hike during the upcoming lame-duck session.  
 
1/5 

 Illinois driver’s license facilities reopened today after being closed since November. 
 
1/6 

 After music at the Iowa State Fair stopped in 2020, organizers have announced their 
first Grandstand Concert Series performer this year, country icon Blake Shelton. 

 Quincy Mayor Kyle Moore released his transition plan on Wednesday to the four 
mayoral candidates in the April 6 municipal election. 
 

1/8 
 Another $80,000 is going toward the Hannibal Riverfront, bringing the project's overall 

budget up to roughly $6.7 million. 
 Missouri Auditor Nicole Galloway is highlighting the success of her recent program that 

helped the City of Center in northeast Missouri. It's called the Public Corruption and 
Fraud Division. 

 A week after an ice storm moved through the Tri-States downing power lines and tree 
limbs roads and yards, crews in Hannibal are mostly done with the roads and are 
turning their attention to yard waste. 

 
1/16  

 Lee County Conservation officials plan to kick off the 39th annual Bald Eagle 
Appreciation Days with pandemic precautions in place. 

 
       1/18  

 Firefighters say that the house fire at 4th and Maiden Lane in Quincy started in a back 
addition to the home and spread to the attic. 

        
       1/19 

 Two persons are dead after a head-on collision in Pike County, Illinois. 
 
1/27  

 With freezing overnight temperatures to deal with, those who help the homeless in 
Quincy said they've had limited space for those in need right now in part due to COVID-
19. 
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1/29 
 Work to build the Hannibal Lakeside Technology Park is taking a first step after the city 

received news about state funding this week. 
 
2/1  

 Fort Madison community members involved with planning a multi-million dollar 
renovation of the city's marina said they will present their full plan to the city council. 

 
2/2  

 The Quincy City Council approved a $300,000 three year plan by the Quincy Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau in hopes of bringing new dollars to the community. 

 
2/4  

 Palmyra, Missouri Mayor Loren Graham said the city and Marion County 
Commissioners are working on a plan to address storm water flooding near Marion 
County courthouse. 

 
2/8  

 Horizons soup kitchen and food pantry in Quincy handed out ready to eat meals, also 
known as MRE's, to those in need. 

 Fort Madison residents and local business owners said they're still shocked that guns 
were drawn and fired in the heart of the downtown business community early Sunday. 

 Meals on Wheels is stepping up to ensure seniors are fed and safe this winter. 
 
2/9  

 Senators Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst have asked the Centers for Disease Control to 
share its formula for allocating vaccines. 

 
2/10  

 The Quincy Neighborhood Federation is asking people to not only fill their mini 
pantries with food but are now encouraged to drop in warm winter apparel. 

 Fort Madison fire crews rescued a man after his truck broke through the ice at the BNSF 
rail yards in Lee County.  

 
2/11  

 Gov. Mike Parson signed HB 16 into law, which provides more than $324 million in 
funding for the Emergency Rental Assistance Program. 

 Fire engulfed an apartment building at 501 Locust St. in Quincy this afternoon as 
firefighters struggled with cold weather. 

 
2/12  

 Officials at the Lee County Conservation Department have pledged $100,000 towards 
the effort to rehab the deteriorating Pollmiller Trail. 



2021 1st Qtr Rpt 

 

WGEM-TV  Page 22 

2/15  
 Quincy firefighters responded to a house fire at 1328 N. 3rd Street. Two people were 

able to make it out of the house safely but were sent to the hospital. 
 Hannibal Firefighters said an electrical malfunction is what caused a fire at a house in 

the 1900 block of Chestnut Street in Hannibal. 
 Republican Paul Schimpf officially announced his campaign for Governor today. 

 
2/16  

 Gov. JB Pritzker issued a disaster proclamation for all 102 Illinois counties due to the 
dangerous winter storm that has blanketed the state.  

 A home in Shelbina, Missouri was a total loss after a space heater sparked a fire.  
 
2/18 

 Local communities facing huge gas bills struggle with the possibility it could fall back 
on residents.  

 Marion County has been approved for more than $15,000 in grant money from FEMA 
for an audible warning siren project that Palmyra fire officials said could save lives. 

 Hannibal man John Tomko is off the hook after being asked by the state to repay more 
than $17,000 in COVID-19 relief unemployment benefits. 

 
2/23  

 Gov. Kim Reynolds has ordered all flags in Iowa to be lowered to half-staff until 
February 26 in honor of the 500,000 people in the U.S. who have died from the 
coronavirus. 

 Gov. JB Pritzker announced the expansion of food benefits for struggling families.  
 Gov. JB Pritzker asked the Illinois Finance Authority to create a $15 million low-interest 

loan program to help the smallest municipalities hit by the outlandish gas prices. 
 Quincy Republican voters chose Mike Troup Tuesday to be their mayoral candidate in 

April’s General Election. 
 Quincy’s Democratic voters chose Nora Baldner in Tuesday’s Consolidated Primary 

Election. 
 
3/2  

 Two Carnegie Medal recipients from Hannibal were formally awarded medals for 
heroics on the Mississippi in 2019. 

 
3/3  

 As the Mayor of Quincy wraps up his second term, he has begun the transition plan 
with both mayoral candidates. 

 Illinois Congressman Darin LaHood is seeking federal relief for people dealing with 
huge natural gas bills by asking the federal government to help local communities. 
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  A payment plan is an option now for natural gas customers in Pittsfield, Illinois, after a 
mid-February cold snap that led to shortages and caused prices to sky-rocket. 

 
3/4 

 The Mississippi River Cities and Towns Initiative lists Canton and Hannibal, Missouri, 
plus Quincy as cities where you can use the 'Debris Tracker' phone app. 

 The Historical Society of Quincy & Adams County announced that it will soon be re-
opening all of its properties to the public, including the Governor John Wood Mansion. 

 
3/5  

 Lee County will benefit from a federal grant looking to address the issues of underage 
and binge drinking. 

 
3/8  

 Sen. Roy Blunt of Missouri says he will not seek a third term in the U.S. Senate. 
 The Lee County Board of Supervisors has given the go-ahead for a group to display a 

historic turbine from Lock and Dam 19 at Estes Park in downtown Keokuk. 
 
3/9  

 Firefighters in many parts of the Tri-States have been fighting brushfires, including one 
Thursday in rural Hancock County, where 8 agencies responded. 

 
3/11 

 The Illinois Department of Veterans' Affairs' reported the 24th COVID-19 related death 
at the Illinois Veterans Home at Quincy. 

 A 911 outage was reported in Northeast Missouri.  
 
3/13  

 The Quincy Police and the Adams County Sheriff’s Department held a new Special 
Olympics fundraiser after the pandemic forced them to cancel their Polar Plunge. 

 Roughly 200 people lined up for a 5K at Kelly's Tavern for the Annual Kelly's Run. 
 
3/15  

 Illinois Congressman Darin LaHood toured the Adams County vaccination site today. 
 
3/16  

 A sales tax increase for infrastructure will be on the ballot for Hannibal voters to decide 
in August of 2021 after Hannibal City Council approved the ballot issue tonight. 

 
3/18 

 Republican candidate for mayor Mike Troup discussed his key economic focuses in a 
speech in Quincy.  

 The city of Bushnell found a solution to its $1.47 million gas bill.  
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3/19  
 Mt. Zion Christian Church in Hannibal held a memorial service to honor those who have 

lost their lives to COVID-19. 
3/20  

 Authorities in Pike County, Illinois, say an eight-month-old child is dead after a Friday 
afternoon house fire in Nebo. 

 
3/22  

 The State Historical Society of Missouri has launched an online encyclopedia to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of Missouri becoming a State. 

  Bishop Thomas John Paprocki of the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois has said that the 
general dispensation of the obligation to attend mass will end April 11th.  

 Iowa lawmakers are working on passing an EMS funding bill.  
 
3/23  

 The manager at Horizons Food Pantry in Quincy said the extra SNAP money from a 
recent pandemic relief package will help provide relief for families and food pantries. 

 
3/26  

 Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum has to change how it does yard maintenance 
now that the city of Hannibal won't allow UTVs on the streets. 

 
3/27  

 The Quincy Eagles Club hosted its annual Easter egg hunt and parents said it felt good 
for them to be able to celebrate with their community again. 

 Speaking at an early voting rally in Washington Park, Mayoral candidate Nora Baldner 
shared more information on her economic plan. 

 
3/28 

 Rural fire crews have deemed a New London mobile home that caught fire early 
Sunday morning to be a total loss. 

  A family in Hannibal will soon have a place to call home after Mark Twain Area Habitat 
for Humanity partnered with 2x4's for Hope to break ground at the site of their next 
building project.  

 
3/30  

 WGEM News hosted a Quincy Mayoral Debate on March 30 ahead of the Consolidated 
General Election on April 6. 

 The Salvation Canteen Ministry is expanding to reach more Quincy residents.  
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LAW and ORDER 
 

1/4 
 The federal government is warning senior citizens to watch out for COVID-19 vaccine 

scams. It's just the latest scam targeting seniors during the pandemic. 
 
       1/5 

 Keokuk man, Nathan Ferguson, has been charged with Attempt to Commit Murder 
after allegedly stabbing his father multiple times. 

 The Lewis County Sheriff's Office reported the arrest of three individuals for burglary 
after a property owner held two of them at gunpoint until deputies arrived. 

 A 78-year-old woman faces charges after her car crashed into a duplex in Quincy today. 
 

      1/13 
 A death investigation is underway after a body was discovered on the side of the road 

on Wednesday. 
 

       1/16 
 Governor Pritzker’s signature is the last thing needed to put criminal justice reforms in 

place and make it the law of the land in Illinois. 
 

       1/17 
 Blessing Hospital was put on lock-down due to an Emergency Center patient making 

threats to the hospital. 
 

1/21  
 The Adams County Sheriff’s Department said residents have been mailed 

unemployment insurance finding letters in recent weeks as part of a new 
unemployment scam. 

 A recent Missouri state audit found the state still needs to reimburse counties for 
housing state inmates in county jails. 

 
1/27 

     Illinois Republicans are urging Gov. J.B. Pritzker to veto the criminal justice bill.  
Democrats are fighting back. 

 
1/28 

 Quincy couple, Jason & Christina Gerding, was arrested and accused of playing a part in 
the Jan. 6 storming of the U.S. Capitol building. 

 
1/29 

 Pike County Sheriff’s Office responded to a shooting last night in Nebo where they 
discovered a male had been shot in the leg by another male.   
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2/1  
 An uptick in petty thefts in Ralls County, Missouri has authorities asking you to lock 

your cars. 
 
2/4  

 Illinois Republicans and a domestic violence survivor raise concerns about the 
elimination of cash bail in the Pretrial Fairness Act. 

 
2/7  

 Southeast Iowa authorities said they have a suspect in custody after a report of shots 
fired in Fort Madison early Sunday morning. 

 
2/9  

 A Griggsville, Illinois, man who was found unresponsive lying in a ditch last month died 
in a natural manner according to Sheriff David Greenwood. 

 Annie Small of Wyaconda, Missouri, has been charged with the class A felony of abuse 
or neglect of a child following her 12-year-old daughter’s suicide. 

 
2/10  

 Quincy Police arrested Robert Knopp and Tiffani Thompson this morning after a police 
pursuit of a stolen vehicle. 

 
2/11 

 Hannibal Police say don’t leave your car unattended after fifteen vehicles stolen in 
three months. 

 
2/12 

 Quincy Police responded to a crash into The Abbey restaurant just after midnight. 
Jeremy Jenkins was cited for DUI and Improper Lane Usage. 

 The Lee County Sheriff’s Office is warning against falsifying firearm permit 
applications. 

 
2/13  

 Macomb announced Lt. Jerel Jones will be the next police chief earlier this week, 
making him the first black police chief in the city's history. 

 
2/17 

 Quincy woman Natasha McBride, facing four counts of first-degree murder after a fatal 
car crash in August of last year, appeared in court for a status hearing today. 

 
2/19  

 Quincy Police surrounded a building on State Street between 9th and 10th because 
they believed an armed suspect was inside during a burglary in progress. 
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 Lewis County law enforcement reacts to new legislation that aims to legislate officer 
related death investigations.  

 
2/20  

 The ISP will conduct statewide enforcement details over the next several weeks to 
aggressively enforce violations of the Move Over Law, also known as “Scott’s Law.” 

 
2/26  

 Kahoka man Robert Boyd, accused of killing two Iowa men in a 2019 DUI 
crash, avoided prosecution on the most serious charges due to botched plea deal.  

 Quincy couple pleaded not guilty to charges in the storming of the U. S. Capitol. 
 
2/27  

 Officers at the Fort Madison Police Department said they are investigating how thieves 
were able to burglarize nearly 30 units at a local storage facility, L & L Storage. 

 
3/5  

 BBB’s most recent Scam Tracker Risk Report showed young people were more likely to 
be scammed and have more stolen than ever before. 

 Former Quincy University basketball standout Joel Box plead guilty Friday to one 
count of theft of over $10,000. 

 
3/7  

 Quincy fire officials said they found evidence that a fire at Jefferson Youth center was 
set on purpose. 

3/9  
 A sergeant at Western Illinois Correctional Center in Mt. Sterling, Ill., pleaded guilty to 

charges related to his role in the May 2018 assault of an inmate who die. 
 
3/10  

 Police from Iowa, Missouri, and Illinois were led on a pursuit after driver Christopher 
Gravitt did not stop for a traffic violation. 

 
3/17  

 The Quincy couple, Jason and Christina Gerding, accused of taking part in the storming 
of the Capitol in January appeared in federal court today via Zoom video.  

 
3/18 

 Early this morning, Quincy Police and Fire Departments were dispatched to the corner 
of 28th and Curtis Creek Road for a structure fire and shots fired call. 
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3/24  
 Quincy Police arrested Harrison Hardimon of Quincy following a crash that killed 

Matthew Ballard early Wednesday morning.  
 
3/25 

 An Illinois man could face charges after authorities said he walked into a school in 
Donnellson, Iowa, Wednesday and tried to pass himself off as a student. 

 
3/26  

 Quincy Police have found the missing 10 year-old boy they were searching for since 
Thursday night safe on Friday morning.   

 
3/29 

 The Lee County Sheriff's office and Iowa State Penitentiary teamed up to host K9 
certification drug search exercises for departments across the state today. 

 Quincy police are investigating a stabbing in Quincy on Monday night.  
 
3/30  

 The Rashid Pharmacy at 2404 Avenue L in Fort Madison was closed this morning as 
federal agents conducted an investigation. 

  John Lyng, is taking the city of Hannibal to court, claiming they violated the state of 
Missouri's Sunshine Law. 
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HEALTH and SAFETY 
 

1/4 
 The Marion County Health Department says that it does not have a COVID-19 vaccine 

and officials do not anticipate receiving it until the end of January or early February. 
 Adams County Public Health Administrator Jerrod Welch said the county's effort with 

COVID-19 vaccinations have taken off with more than 2,000 doses administered in two 
weeks. Next in line are people in Phase 1B. 

 As the vaccine comes to some long term care facilities in Quincy, others such as Good 
Samaritan Home are still battling COVID-19 outbreaks among their residents and 
workers. 

 
1/6 

 Phase 1B of the COVID-19 vaccine distribution will begin when Phase 1A is 
substantially complete. It will include all Illinois residents age 65 years and older and 
“frontline essential workers” as outlined by ACIP. 

 There will soon be three new live-saving ventilators inside Lewis County ambulances. 
The Adams County Health Department announced Wednesday that the COVID-19 
rapid testing facility in Quincy will relocate to the Oakley Lindsay Center at 300 Civic 
Center Plaza in Quincy. 

 SIU Center for Family Medicine Dr. Katherine Hartstern said cervical cancer is 
preventable if screened at the right time. 

 
1/7 

 Doctors at SIU Family Medicine said people who already have health conditions can get 
an asthma attack if they take a deep breath of cold air. 

 The Marion County Health Department doesn't know when they will receive the 1B 
rounds of COVID-19 vaccinations, but they do know that educators will be on the list. 

 McDonough District Hospital officials said their staff is the first in the region to receive 
their second dose of the Pfizer vaccine, and they said they'll be better equipped to 
serve their patients because of it. 

 
1/8 

 January is radon action month in Illinois and testing for radon can be a lifesaver. 
 
1/11 

 Rapid COVID-19 testing begins today at the Oakley Lindsay Center in Quincy.  
 Quincy is preparing for COVID-19 vaccinations for Phase 1B frontline workers, which 

would include workers at the Quincy Salvation Army resource center. 
 
1/18 

 McDonough County and most of Central Illinois moved to Tier 1 COVID-19 restrictions. 
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1/29 
 Quincy Public Schools thanked the Adams County Health Department with the 'Blue 

Devil Coin' as true heroes for making sure the community gets vaccinated. 
 
2/1  

 Residents in rural western Illinois are encouraged to get the vaccine in Adams County 
due to smaller counties having trouble keeping up with the demand.  

 McDonough and Schuyler County Health Departments have launched a COVID-19 call 
center. 

 
2/2  

 McDonough County health officials are testing wastewater in Macomb for COVID-19. 
 
2/3  

 Excess vaccines in the federal Pharmacy Partnership Program will go to Illinois 
residents 65 or older and essential workers.  

 
2/8 

 Gov. Mike Parson announced on Monday the launch of the Missouri Vaccine Navigator, 
a secure registry tool to assist Missourians in receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. 

 Adams County EMS crews have been busy this past week with weather-related injuries. 
 
2/9  

 Adams County Emergency Management say to prepare for cold weather emergencies. 
 
2/10  

 Eighty-one Walmart and Sam's Club pharmacy locations in Missouri will begin giving 
COVID-19 vaccinations Friday. 

 Gov. Pritzker announced starting on Feb. 25, Illinois is planning to expand Phase 1B to 
people who have comorbidities and underlying conditions as defined by the CDC. 

 Quincy Medical Group doctors said there is hope in a new technology, the Wave Writer 
Alpha, to bring relief to people who experience chronic pain. 

 
2/11  

 Millions in mental health assistance funds is on the way to Mark Twain Behavioral 
Health in Hannibal. 

 The Illinois Senate Health Committee met virtually to address concerns about the 
states vaccine progress. 

 
2/12 

 The Illinois Department of Public Health says as of today, 10% of Illinois residents have 
been given their first dose of the vaccine. 
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2/16  
 Quincy SIU Center for Family Medicine, Dr. Elizabeth Shaffer says the recent freezing 

temperatures have patients putting off refilling their prescriptions. 
 
2/17  

 Local nursing homes say, if trends in COVID-19 cases continue, they may be able to 
have in-person visits in just a couple weeks. 

       
        2/24  

 Nearly 17% of Adams County is fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and the Adams 
County Health Department plans to expand vaccinations beyond the region.  

 
2/25 

 Gov. Mike Parson announced Thursday that Phase 1B - Tier 3 of the state’s COVID-19 
Vaccine Plan will be activated on Monday, March 15. 

 Winter weather has caused a Red Cross blood shortage.  
 Shelby County Health Department officials said around 22% of the county's almost 

6,000 residents have gotten their first dose. 
 
2/26  

 Adams County EMS issued new ballistic vests to all Paramedics and EMTS. 
 
3/1  

 The Adams County Health Department announced it would open up COVID-19 vaccine 
registration to anyone who lives in the state of Illinois and is eligible. 

 
3/2  

 The Oakley-Lindsay Center in Quincy is one of the mass vaccination sites that will 
receive some of the 83,000 doses of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine. 

 
3/4 

 Clarity Healthcare now offers Moderna vaccinations in Hannibal. 
 The Johnson & Johnson vaccine is in Quincy and going out to those who can't come and 

get it by themselves. 
 
3/5  

 Lee County plans COVID-19 vaccination for those under 65 at risk for severe illness. 
 Gov. J. B. Pritzker announced a $10 million awareness campaign to bring COVID-19 

vaccines to minority communities.  
 
3/7  

 Local health officials said March is Problem Gambling Awareness Month and they want 
to raise awareness of an addiction they believe is overlooked. 
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3/9  

 Half of all Illinoisans 65+ have received the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine.  
 Missouri lawmakers are considering a bill that would relax the rules for immunizations. 
 There are downward COVID-19 trends in Adams County. 

 
3/12  

 With the start of daylight saving time approaching, firefighters with the Quincy Fire 
Department say now is the perfect time to perform safety checks around the home. 

 Lee County health officials administered educator’s second Covid Vaccine doses.  
 COVID-19 restrictions have loosened at local assisted living homes.  

 
3/15  

 Today marked the first day of the next tier of vaccinations in Missouri, which included 
teachers. 

 
3/16  

 Discrepancies in Covid-19 death reports have been reported at the Quincy Veterans’ 
Home.  

 Hannibal Regional Hospital began the next phase of vaccinations for Phase 1-B Tier 3. 
 The Adams County Health Department announced that they're looking to hire contract 

nurses to help with COVID-19 vaccine distribution. 
 
3/17  

 Gov. Kim Reynolds said all Iowans could be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine by early 
April 5. 

 
3/18 

 Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker announced new ‘bridge’ to Phase 5 with all Illinois residents age 
16+ will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine starting April 12. 

 Missouri Gov. Mike Parson announced Thursday that the state is prepared to open the 
COVID-19 vaccine to people in Phase 2 and Phase 3. 

 
3/23  

 March is Colon Cancer Awareness Month and QMG Oncologist Dr. Kartik Koduru says 
putting off screenings increases the risk of a later stage diagnosis.  

 
3/26  

 Scotland county Hospital loosens its COVID-19 restrictions and prepares to vaccinate 
walk-ins.  
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3/27  
 Adams County Health Department officials say any Illinois resident 16 years and older 

can now get a vaccine at the Oakley Lindsay Center. 
 
3/28  

 As the weather warms, the Adams County Health Department is warning people about 
the serious danger tick-borne diseases pose. 

 
3/29  

 Local doctors are concerned that people are holding off getting needed medical 
screenings and warn delayed screenings could mean a missed diagnosis. 

 Lee County health officials issue a warning as COVID numbers rise.  
 Virtual health visits will be an option post-pandemic. 

 
 


