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Issue: Local News 

 

LAKELAND NEWS (30min.) (Local production) 

Weekly, Monday – Friday at 10pm, repeats Tuesday – Friday at 5:00, 5:30 & 6:30am. 

Lakeland News fills the void for local News in northern and central Minnesota. The program 

covers the activities, events and people of Lakeland PTV’s viewing area. Lakeland News also 

covers the weather and sports events of the area. 

 

Issue: Health, Healthcare and Welfare 

 

BODY ELECTRIC (30min.) 

Tuesdays, Thursdays at 12:00pm 

Exercise program for muscle toning and bone strength, includes “Food for Thought” segment on 

healthy diet choices. 

 

CLASSICAL STRETCH (30min.) 

Mondays, Wednesdays at 12:00pm 

Program promoting physical fitness and wellbeing through stretching. 

 

Twice Born: Stories from the Special Delivery Unit (3x60) Tuesdays at 7pm beginning 3/31. 

Witness groundbreaking fetal surgery in this miniseries that takes an intimate, inside look at the 

Special Delivery Unit at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), where rare surgeries 

are performed on babies inside the womb. With exclusive access to the elite unit, experience 

rarely seen, real-time footage of operations on fetuses. Join expectant parents who face a gut-

wrenching decision: Should they take a leap of faith to repair birth defects with pre-natal surgery, 

even if it means they could lose their child? Gain insight into the lives of an unusual team of 

doctors who have defied skeptics and chosen to pursue this high-risk, high-reward career path. 

 

Cancer: The Emperor of all Maladies (3x120) 3/30 & 3/31 at 8pm. 

This three-part film tells the comprehensive story of cancer, from its first description in an 

ancient Egyptian scroll to the gleaming laboratories of modern research institutions. The six-hour 

film interweaves a sweeping historical narrative with intimate stories about contemporary 

patients, and an investigation into the latest scientific breakthroughs that may have brought us, at 

long last, within sight of lasting cures. 

 

 

Issue: Alcohol, Drug Abuse/Addiction 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 



Airdate:         1/28/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:28 

 

Why a promising heroin addiction treatment is unavailable in many states: More than 90 percent 

of heroin users who detox cold turkey will relapse, but there’s a dispute over prescribing drugs to 

help addicts get clean and keep them from deadly overdoses. Hari Sreenivasan talks to Ryan 

Grim of The Huffington Post about the recent rise of heroin and the debate over addiction 

treatment. 

 

Issue: Minnesota politics and legislature 
 

ALMANAC (60min.) 

Weekly, Fridays at 7pm, repeats Saturdays at 5pm 

A Minnesota focused public affairs program 

 

Your Legislators (60 min) Thursdays at 8pm beginning 1/8/15 

A weekly update from Pioneer Public TV.   Roundtable format show with Minnesota Legislators 

and the issues they are currently dealing with at the legislature in St. Paul. 

 

ALMANAC, AT THE CAPITOL, 30 min. 

Weekly, Wednesdays at 10:30pm. 

Produced by TPT, this is a weekly update of events and people at the state capitol. 

 

Issue: Minnesota and regional interests, living, and history 

 

Common Ground –  30 min. - Thursdays 7:00pm.   

Common Ground explores the unique people, places, and events that surround us here in North 

Central Minnesota.  Each week, we will take viewers on a journey of exploration into the diverse 

art, cultures, and history that help to shape and define our communities. 

 

Common Ground #607 – 1/8/15 

On this episode glimpse part of the Rock Hound culture as they buy sell and trade rocks of all 

kinds from around the world. See multiple examples of semi precious gems, rare rocks & 

minerals as well as fossils of ancient life millions of years old, at the 2014 Cuyuna Gem, Rock 

and Mineral show. 

 

Common Ground #608 – 1/15/15 

Chuck Durnan of the Park Rapids area carries on the knowledge he began learning from his 

father at an early age of faceting gems. He demonstrates a cut he?s developed to accentuate the 

brilliant sparkle of precious stones, lending insight into the art of gem-cutting. 

 

Common Ground #609 – 1/22/15 

This week on Common Ground, drop by Bemidji's Natural Choice Farmers Market. Vendors 

Duane Hayes, Cheryl Krystosek, and Arianne Pyke share insight as to what one may find at the 



market as well as how shopping the market is an economical choice for people of all income 

levels. After that, we visit the farm of Jeff Molnar who grows natural produce to sell locally. 

Time travel to summer and discover the benefits of fresh, nutritious, locally grown food and 

crafted items! 

 

Common Ground #610 – 1/29/15 

Common Ground dedicates two segemts to the happenings at Bemidji's unique arts education 

treasure the Headwaters School of Music and the Arts. First, visit the school and attend a Youth 

Fiddle Camp where students who normally use their violins for classical music learn to play the 

instrument as a fiddle for folk and bluegrass genres. Then, look on as adult artists attend on a 

three day, watercolor and portrait workshop, led by internationally renowned artist Cindy Agan. 

 

Common Ground #611 – 2/5/15 

Follow student and artist Lindsey Owens as she creates interactive art for the Headwaters 

Science Center in Bemidji, explaining the importance of art in science for young women. Then 

tour The Buena Vista Fall Colors Festival at the Buena Vista Ski area for local history and 

natural beauty. 

 

Common Ground #612 – 2/12/15 

Bob Carls of Deerwood Minnesota takes us through his process of laminating various types of 

woods to create amazing patterns in his carefully turned wooden bowls. Bob then takes us on a 

tour of Ripple River Gallery where fine art and fine crafts from area artists are available for the 

public. 

 

Common Ground #613 – 2/19/15  

Join Chef Sean Sherman as he forages wild ingredients gathered for an RSVP fine dining meal 

prepared at Harmony Natural Foods Co-op's community kitchen then served at The Rail River 

Folk School in Bemidji. Sherman strives to bring these healthy, delicious foods into America's 

cuisine consciousness. 

 

Common Ground #614 – 2/26/15 

Follow artist Maxwell Kelsey as he carves traditional Ojibwe lacrosse sticks. Inspired from an 

Italian museum photo, and driven to help revive the native game for the health of our area, 

Kelsey works tirelessly with hand tools to bring into being the functional works of art. 

 

Lakeland Currents (30 min)  

Conversation with local leaders, citizens, and experts about the issues and events that affect 

Central and Northern Minnesota. 

 

Lakeland Currents #705 – 1/8/15 at 7:30pm. 

Partnering with the Rosenmeier Forum in Brainerd, Lakeland Currents presents "Moving 

Canadian Tar Sands and Bakken Crude Oil to Market: The Minnesota Connection". Host Dan 

Hegstad welcomes Richard Smith from Friends of the Headwaters, Kevin Pranis from Laborers 

International Union of North America in MN and ND, and Scott Lucas of the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency. Together, they will discuss the issues and implications surrounding 

the topic of oil transportation across Minnesota. 



 

Lakeland Currents #706 – 1/22/15 at 7:30pm. 

For patients and their loved ones, no care decisions are more profound than those made near the 

end of life. Dr. Julie Benson, from the Lakewood Health System, is a family practitioner who 

will discuss Palliative care, the specialized medical care for people with serious illnesses. Join us 

on Lakeland Currents as Dr. Benson discusses how this care is changing how serious illnesses 

are being treated. 

 

Lakeland Currents #707 – 2/5/15 at 7:30pm. 

Lakeland Currents host Ray Gildow welcomes Mandy Uhrich from the Minnesota DNR to 

discuss the Becoming an Outdoors Woman (BOW) program.The BOW program teaches women 

& families outdoor skills such as hunting, fishing, and camping in a non-competitive atmosphere 

taught by other women. Ms. Uhrich will discuss what the programs have to offer and how they 

can introduce women and families to numerous outdoor activities and sports. 

 

Lakeland Currents #708 – 2/19/15 at 7:30pm. 

Joining Lakeland Currents host Ray Gildow are ACE Interface trainers Susan Beallieu and 

Lowell Johnson. They will be discussing current science about brain development, research on 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), and resiliency development in families and 

communities. 

 

Lakeland Currents #713 (60 minute episode) – 3/26/15 at 7:00pm. 

Partnering with the Rosenmeier Forum in Brainerd, Lakeland Currents presents "Moving Oil to 

Market: The Minnesota Connection- Part 2". In this follow up to our previous oil transport 

discussion, host Ray Gildow welcomes guests Paul Stolen from the MN DNR (Retired) and Paul 

Eberth, Project Director from Enbridge. The discussion will center on the proposed oil pipeline 

route through northern Minnesota, and will address the issue of whether a full EIS should be 

required before any decisions are made. 

 

Richared Bresnahan: The Taste of Clay (30) – 1/15/15 at 7:30pm. 

After spending nearly four years in Japan as an apprentice for the Nakazato Family, Richard 

Bresnahan returned to St. John's University in Collegeville, Minnesota with a wealth of pottery 

knowledge and skills. With the blessing of Father Michael Blecker and the Benedictine Monks at 

St. John's, he set up a completely indigenous pottery studio, building the largest wood firing kiln 

of its kind in North America and utilizing a nearby clay deposit. In September 2013, Richard and 

his team fired the Sister Johanna Becker kiln, named after his art history teacher and mentor, for 

the twelfth time. In this documentary, Richard talks about his pottery and the related 

philosophies that guide his life and his teaching. 

 

Native Report, 30min. 

Weekly, Sundays at 22:00. 

This program is devoted to highlighting the challenges and successes of Native Americans. The 

series features some of the most prominent Indian Country leaders and covers matters relevant to 

Native American culture.  Co-host Stacey Thunder is an enrolled member of and legal counsel 

for the Red Lake Nation. 

 



Issue: National government and politics 

 

PBS Newshour (60 min. newscast, Weekdays @ 6pm.) 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news 

summary, live interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND, 30 min. 

Saturdays & Sundays at 6pm. 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND features a summary of the day's national and international news, 

using renowned experts to offer analysis. Each weekend broadcast will contain original, in-depth 

field reporting on topics including education, healthcare, the economy, energy, science and 

technology, religion, finance and the arts. Hari Sreenivasan anchors. 

 

Washington Week, 30min. 

Weekly, Fridays at 9:30pm 

WASHINGTON WEEK, PBS's longest-running public affairs series, features Washington's top 

journalists analyzing the week's top news stories and their effect on the lives of all Americans. 
 

PBS Newshour Special Report (120 min) – 1/20/15 at 8pm. 

Speaker Boehner has invited President Obama to deliver the State of the Union address to a joint 

session of Congress. PBS NEWSHOUR will provide live coverage of the address, the 

Republican response and analysis. Co-anchors Gwen Ifill and Judy Woodruff will be joined by 

syndicated columnist Mark Shields and New York Times columnist David Brooks for in-depth 

analysis. 

BOMBS AWAY: LBJ, GOLDWATER AND THE 1964 CAMPAIGN THAT CHANGED 

IT ALL (60) – 1/5/15 at 9pm. 

Three-year-old Monique Corzilius counts to 10, pulling petals from a daisy. A voice from 

mission control then counts down as the camera zooms into Monique's dark pupil. An atomic 

blast and ensuing mushroom cloud consumes the TV screen as President Lyndon Johnson's voice 

proclaims "We must either love each other, or we must die." This political ad, "Peace Little 

Girl," aired only once or twice during the 1964 presidential campaign between Lyndon Johnson 

and Barry Goldwater, but it ushered in a new era of the television attack ad. The 1964 campaign 

also reshaped the American political landscape in other significant ways. Johnson's "Great 

Society" and civil rights agendas pushed southern states toward the Republican Party and 

brought the northeast in line with the Democrats, creating America's contemporary geopolitical 

map of red and blue states. Barry Goldwater's rift with "the liberal Republican establishment," or 

"Rockefeller Republicans," served as the basis for his landslide defeat in the general election, but 

also for the rise of an out-spoken and blossoming conservative movement. Barry Goldwater's 

presidential campaign also spawned the political career of Ronald Reagan, and inspired future 

conservative offshoots like social and Christian conservatives as well as the Tea Party. BOMBS 

AWAY: LBJ, GOLDWATER AND THE 1964 CAMPAIGN THAT CHANGED IT ALL 

includes interviews with historians and participants in the campaign, including Richard and 

Doris Kearns Goodwin, Barry Goldwater, Jr., Victor Gold, Joseph Califano, Larry J. Sabato, 

Professor Robert Mann and Monique Corzilius. 
 



 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/16/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:36 

 

Will federal reforms on civil forfeiture mean more police accountability? The Justice Department 

is changing the federal rules on civil forfeiture. Local police departments around the country 

have used the controversial practice to raise nearly $3 billion by seizing property from people 

who are suspected but not convicted of a crime. Hari Sreenivasan talks to Sarah Stillman of The 

New Yorker about the rise of civil forfeiture and the first signs of reform. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/16/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:12 

 

Supreme Court to consider whether all states must recognize same-sex marriage: Same-sex 

marriage is now legal in 36 states, so should gay couples be allowed to marry nationwide? 

Having considered aspects of the debate before, the Supreme Court will consider that question 

directly this spring. Marcia Coyle of The National Law Journal joins Judy Woodruff to look back 

at past rulings explain the timing behind the move. 

 

Issue: World News & Events 

 

BBC World News America (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 5:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS AMERICA delivers coverage and analysis of international events and 

issues with a fresh perspective, connecting the dots between the United States and the world. 

Matt Frei and Katty Kay serve as series anchors. 

 

BBC World News (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 10:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

Frontline #3305 “Putin’s Way” (60) 1/13/15 at 9pm. 

FRONTLINE investigates the accusations of criminality and corruption that have surrounded 

Vladimir Putin's reign in Russia. Tracing his career back over two decades, Putin's Way reveals 

how the accumulation of wealth and power has led to autocratic rule and the specter of a new 

Cold War. 

 

 



Issue: War, Veterans, National Security 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/10/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:32 

 

Why Obama is seeking congressional OK for the fight against Islamic State, and what it will take 

to win it: The confirmed death of Kayla Mueller, another American hostage held by the Islamic 

State, comes as White House is reportedly preparing to ask for congressional authorization to 

fight the militant group. Chief foreign affairs correspondent Margaret Warner and political editor 

Lisa Desjardins join Judy Woodruff to discuss what might go into the president’s resolution. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/12/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:09:47 

 

Will a robotic arm ever have the full functionality of a human limb? Improvements in body 

armor have kept more soldiers alive, but many veterans returning from Iraq or Afghanistan have 

come back with debilitating injuries. Science correspondent Miles O’Brien, whose left arm was 

amputated last year, tests out some of the future limbs now in development. 

 

 

Issue: Economy and Business 

 

BBC WORLD NEWS (30min.)  

Weekday afternoon at 5:30pm, weekday evenings at 10:30 pm  

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

Series Title:    Nightly Business Report 

Length:          30 

Airdate:         Weeknights at 23:00. 

 

"Nightly Business Report" combines fast-breaking business and economic news, extensive 

financial market coverage, in-depth analysis,corporate profiles, features and commentaries by 

noted economists and business experts. Veteran business journalists Paul Kangas, from NBR's 

production headquarters in Miami, and Susie Gharib, from the heart of the financial district -- the 

New York Stock Exchange -- co-anchor. 

 

 

 



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/27/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:17 

 

As oil prices drop, North Dakota’s booming industry braces for a winter cooldown: With oil 

prices plummeting, North Dakota’s drilling industry is starting to feel the slowdown. And it's not 

just oil companies -- it’s hitting their contractors and suppliers, too. Special correspondent Emily 

Guerin of Inside Energy reports on how businesses are preparing for slower demand this winter. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/27/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:05 

 

Why open Atlantic offshore drilling now? Not even 48 hours since announcing a plan to block 

drilling in Alaska’s arctic wildlife refuge, the Obama administration rolled out a plan to open up 

parts of the southern Atlantic coast for oil and gas exploration. While lawmakers from Virginia 

to Georgia support the move, politicians in the North worry about safety standards. Judy 

Woodruff learns more from Amy Harder of The Wall Street Journal. 

 

 

Issue: Minorities/Civil Rights 

 

MR. CIVIL RIGHTS: THURGOOD MARSHALL AND THE NAACP (60) 2/9/15 at 9pm. 

MR. CIVIL RIGHTS: THURGOOD MARSHALL AND THE NAACP incorporates rare 

archival film and extraordinary interviews to explore Marshall's life in the years leading up to the 

landmark Brown v. Board of Education ruling, including his upbringing in Baltimore, his 

education at Howard University Law School ("the West Point of the civil rights movement"), his 

status as a rising star within the NAACP, his skill as an orator and storyteller, his relationship 

with his mentor Charles H. Houston, and his high-profile segregation cases involving voting, 

transportation, housing, labor and the military. This compelling biography, produced by the 

filmmaker behind Hubert H. Humphrey: The Art of the Possible (distributed through APT 

Exchange) unfolds through interviews with Justice Elena Kagan, Justice John Paul Stevens, 

lawyer and civil-rights activist Vernon Jordan, Marshall biographers Rawn James, Juan Williams 

and Larry S. Gibson, and several law professors. 

 

@Home (60) 2/16/15 at 9pm. 

@HOME journeys through the landscape of a forgotten America, introducing the invisible 

communities of people living without permanent housing. The one-hour documentary examines 

the crisis of homelessness through the lens of e-activist Mark Horvath, who harnesses social 

media's potential to democratize and empower the less fortunate. @HOME follows Horvath on a 

whirlwind road trip across the country, from Las Vegas to Arkansas to Pittsburgh, as he 



interviews newly and chronically homeless people in tent cities, under bridges and at by-the-

week motels. These individuals challenge stereotypes by sharing their stories and revealing their 

simple but life-changing wishes for a place to live, a job and the ability to help others. The film 

also explores the toll homelessness took on Horvath, too, as he shares his fight to rebuild his life 

while devoting himself to helping others. Horvath experienced the highs and lows of the 

American dream; he went from a successful career in television to barely surviving, homeless 

and addicted, on Hollywood Boulevard. He found his voice again when he hit the streets, armed 

with a digital camera and a smartphone, to talk to homeless people about their experiences. 

Today, he brings their stories to millions of followers on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 

 

Independent Lens #1609 “American Denial” (60) 2/23/15 at 9pm. 

"American Denial" uses the story of Gunnar Myrdal's 1944 investigation of Jim Crow racism as 

a springboard to explore the power of unconscious biases and how the ideals of liberty, equality 

and justice still affect notions of race and class today. By Llewellyn Smith. 

 

 

Issue: Women’s Issues 

 

“To the Contrary” 30 minute weekly series  

Saturdays at 3pm. 

This weekly news analysis program is the only woman-centered national news/talk show on 

television. Dedicated to the premise that women of all ethnic backgrounds and political 

persuasions are an important part of the national dialogues, the series provides a platform for the 

multifaceted views of involved, informed women journalists and commentators. Topics range 

from women's health to family issues to women in the workplace, the environment, women in 

finance and education. 

 

What is Love: The Duke Pathfinders (60) 2/2/15 at 9pm. 

Fifty women from North Carolina with incurable breast cancer heroically endure an experimental 

medical protocol to prove that there is a better way of life -- and death -- for cancer patients and 

their families everywhere. Narrated by NPR's Scott Simon and filmed in North Carolina, 

Colorado and Rome. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/5/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:01:50 

 

When will there be enough women on the Supreme Court? Justice Ginsburg answers that 

question: In our NewsHour Shares video of the day, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg speaks 

candidly about career challenges she overcame to make it to the country’s highest court. 

 

 

 



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/9/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:40 

 

New series explores how to fight gender oppression at home and abroad: Journalists Nicholas 

Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn have exposed widespread problems of abuse, sex trafficking and 

violence against women in Africa and Asia. Now they also bring their focus home, shining a 

light on the ways American women are commonly hurt, deprived and exploited. Jeffrey Brown 

talks to them about their new book and documentary series on PBS, “A Path Appears.” 

 

 

Issue: Religion 

 

Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, 30 min 

Wednesdays at 23:30 

This series provides in-depth coverage of the top religion and ethics stories of the week as well 

as religious and ethical perspectives on domestic and foreign events and the arts.  Hosted by 

veteran journalist Bob Abernethy, the series brings viewers breaking news through live and taped 

reports filed by a team of correspondents in the field and interviews with prominent newsmakers.  

With a distinguished advisory board of 25 journalists, academics and religious leaders, the series 

includes reviews of religion- related books, movies and music, and features close-ups of people 

whose beliefs have prompted them to lead extraordinary lives. 

 

NOVA #3516 “The Bibles Buried Secrets”  3/25/15 at 8pm. 

This two-hour special breaks exciting new ground in investigating the origins of the ancient 

Israelites, the evolution of their belief in one God and the creation of the Bible. For the first time, 

more than a century of literary detective work and decades of archeological excavation in the 

Holy Land will challenge viewers with provocative new insights, including that most Israelites 

worshiped pagan gods and many believed that God had a wife, who was venerated as an idol. A 

story of science, history and faith. 

 

 

Issue: Youth 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/10/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:04:51 

 

Why you shouldn’t RSVP to a ‘measles party': In California, a parent reportedly invited others to 

a “measles party” -- a way to intentionally expose unvaccinated children to the virus with the 

goal of building immunity. Rear Adm. Anne Schuchat of the Centers for Disease Control and 



Prevention joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the status of the recent outbreak and what 

misinformation about the virus could be harmful. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/10/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:03:54 

 

As many lose interest in ‘Bring Back Our Girls,’ a few vow not to forget: Since world leaders 

and celebrities showed their support for the “Bring Back Our Girls” campaign last spring, what 

has become of efforts to find and return the young female mass kidnapping victims of Boko 

Haram? Jonathan Miller of Independent Television News reports that many in Nigeria have lost 

interest in their fate, but a dedicated group keeps vigil. 

 

 

Issue: Science/Technology 

 

NOVA #4201 “Big Bang Machine” (60) – 1/14/15 at 8pm. 

On July 4, 2012, scientists at the giant atom smashing facility at CERN announced the discovery 

of a subatomic particle that seems like a tantalizingly close match to the elusive Higgs Boson, 

thought to be responsible for giving all the stuff in the universe its mass. Since it was first 

proposed nearly fifty years ago, the Higgs has been the holy grail of particle physicists: if they 

can find it, it will validate the "standard model" that underlies all of modern physics. CERN's 

scientists are still scrutinizing the results from July to see how well they fit the Higgs prediction. 

If the data conceals surprises, they could upend much of what we thought we knew about the 

particles and forces that make up our universe. 

 

Earth: A New Wild (5x60) – Wednesdays at 9pm beginning 2/4/15. 

This five-part series, hosted by Dr. M. Sanjayan, combines spectacular natural history images 

with compelling human stories. Follow Sanjayan to the frontiers where man and animal meet and 

discover how our relationship with the greatest natural history events on the planet can provide a 

key to preserving our present and enriching our future. 
 

Frontline #2816 “The Vaccine War” (60) 3/24/15 at 9pm. 

Public health scientists and clinicians tout vaccines as one of the greatest achievements of 

modern medicine. But for many ordinary Americans vaccines have become controversial. Young 

parents are concerned at the sheer number of shots -- some 26 inoculations for 14 different 

diseases by age six -- and follow alternative vaccination schedules advocated by gurus like Dr. 

Robert Sears. Other parents go further. In communities like Ashland, Oregon, up to one-third of 

parents are choosing not to vaccinate their kids at all. And some advocacy groups, like 

Generation Rescue, argue that vaccines are no longer a public health miracle but a scourge; they 

view vaccines as responsible for alarming rises in certain disorders, including ADHD and 

autism. This is the vaccine war: On one side sits scientific medicine and the public health 

establishment; on the other a populist coalition of parents, celebrities (like Jenny McCarthy), 

politicians and activists. It's a war that increasingly takes place on the Internet with both sides 



using the latest social media tools, including Facebook and Twitter, to win the hearts and minds 

of the public. 
 

Issue: American History/Biography 

 

Klondike Gold Rush (60) 1/6/15 at 7pm. 

Renowned as the richest gold strike in North American mining history, the Klondike Gold Rush 

(1896-1899) set off a "stampede" of more than 100,000 people on a colossal journey from 

Alaska to the gold fields of Canada's Yukon Territory. The boomtown of Dawson City emerges 

as the heart of this story of determination, luck, fortune and loss. Known as the "Paris of the 

North," it's filled with banks, saloons, stores and hotels; for the stampeders and the outside 

world, it's a place where lives can in fact be revolutionized. Award-winning author Charlotte 

Gray and historians Terrence Cole and Michael Gates bring new insights and perspective to the 

event. Excerpts from Tappan Adney's celebrated book The Klondike Stampede (1900) bring the 

Harper's Weekly correspondent to life. Present-day characters reveal that the Klondike still 

resonates with the frontier spirit. 

 

Geneology Roadshow (7x60) Tuesday’s at 7pm beginning 1/13/15. 

This series takes an historical look into a community by exploring the genealogy of its citizens. 

In each episode experts will guide six local participants through their family's genealogy. 

 

Edison: American Experience (120 min) – 1/27/15 at 8pm. 

The holder of 1,093 patents, Thomas Alva Edison's name was nearly synonymous with 

invention. Driven, intensely competitive and never more at home than he was at work, Edison is 

remembered as the genius that created the modern world. 

 

Klansville, USA: American Experience (60) – 1/13/15 at 8pm. 

Investigate the reasons North Carolina, long seen as the most progressive state in the South, 

became home to the largest Klan organization in the country, with more members than all the 

other Southern states combined, during the 1960s. 

 

James Baker: The Man Who Made Washington Work (90) – 3/24/15 at 7:30pm. 

Narrated by Tom Brokaw, this award-winning documentary tells the story of James A. Baker, 

III, a remarkable politician and statesman who represents a time when our government 

functioned, Congress got things done, and presidents and politicians worked together. Baker, 

now 83, helped get three presidents elected, served in top posts for two of them, and was a 

central player in some of the most momentous events of the late 20th century. As White House 

chief-of-staff he masterminded the Reagan Revolution and got much of Reagan's ambitious 

agenda through a hostile Congress. As Treasury Secretary, Baker negotiated the Tax Reform Act 

of 1986, a legislative feat no one believed possible in a divided government, and arguably the 

last time we saw significant tax code revisions all sides could agree on. As Secretary of State 

Baker brought the Cold War in for a soft landing - working with Mikhail Gorbachev and Eduard 

Shevardnadze to maintain stability in Eastern Europe. Almost simultaneously, he put together the 

unprecedented coalition of nations to fight the first Gulf War. On the heels of that success, he 

organized the Madrid Peace Conference bringing Arab nations and Israel to the table for the first 

time in modern history. With candid testimony from Baker, and first hand accounts from former 

presidents Clinton, Carter, and Bush Sr., former Secretaries of State Rice and Kissinger, former 



Vice president Cheney, as well as a host of other Washington insiders, journalists and historians, 

THE MAN WHO MADE WASHINGTON WORK is an eye-opening behind-the-scenes story of 

power, persuasion and diplomacy at the highest levels. 

 

Italian Americans (2x120) 2/17 & 2/24/15 at 8pm. 

Trace the evolution of Italian Americans from the late 19th century to today, with Tony Bennett, 

David Chase, John Turturro, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, Gay Talese and more. Once 

"outsiders" viewed with suspicion and mistrust, Italian Americans are today some of the most 

prominent leaders of U.S. business, politics and the arts.The series peels away myths and 

stereotypes to reveal a world uniquely Italian and uniquely American. Stanley Tucci narrates. 

 

Issue: Education 

 

Signing Time (30, series) Saturday’s at 9:30am. 

Signing Time! is a multi-sensory series that introduces children and their caregivers to American 

Sign Language (ASL), a "hands on" second language used by millions. Rachel Coleman, her 

children Leah and Alex,and Hopkins, an animated frog, teach ASL signs for the alphabet, 

animals, feelings, foods, manners, colors, sports, days of the week, questions and common 

phrases, family members, as well as everyday objects and activities. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/22/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:40 

 

Is ‘The Test’ failing American schools? As Congress considers revisions to the No Child Left 

Behind education law, there’s a larger debate about the role and efficacy of using standardized 

tests as assessment. Anya Kamenetz, author of “The Test: Why Our Schools Are Obsessed With 

Standardized Testing, But You Don't Have To Be,” joins Hari Sreenivasan to discuss the 

evolving role of testing and the “big, unintended consequences.” 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/22/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:30 

 

Almost every country in the world offers more generous maternity leave than the U.S.: The 

United States and Papua New Guinea are the only countries in the world that do not provide any 

paid time off for new mothers. Why haven’t maternity leave laws kept pace with the increase of 

working parents? Economics correspondent Paul Solman explores the debate on whether time off 

for new parents is also good for business. 

 

 

 



Issue: Energy 

 

Zero Energy America (2x60) 1/12 & 1/19/15 at 9pm. 

Zero Energy America is two one-hour documentaries that explore the quest for the zero-energy 

home. This look inside alternative technology and solutions for the energy crisis in America and 

abroad finds solutions around the world that show promise and hope for a new tomorrow in 

which a home of any size can be built that not only lowers overall energy consumption, but 

actually finds ways to create excess power. The program follows the quest of a Florida home 

builder to redefine his company by throwing out 50 years of building history to construct a home 

on Florida's West Coast using lessons learned by exploring projects here in America and around 

the world. The documentaries explore each phase of construction and how the right decisions in 

construction and material can lead to a sustainable zero energy home. The concept of the zero-

energy home is to leverage emerging and current technologies that create the possibility of a 

home or building of any size being self sufficient on energy. The documentary explores both 

small and large projects around the world that are working hard to find alternative energy 

solutions from Project Frog that builds zero-energy schools and public centers to Sonoma 

Mountain Village in California that is redeveloping 750,000 square feet of industrial 

development into a sustainable mixed use community. The program covers BedZed, one of the 

first energy efficient multi-family homes projects in England and its successes and failures that 

led to a new development that met the goals where BedZed failed. The documentaries also 

explore what government can do to assist in the development of the technologies and solutions. 

In today's world of energy wars, global warming and oil dependency, it's time that people begin 

to look to alternative energy sources and America has the greatest chance for impact with the 

means, the population, and the ability to make this difference now. Zero Energy America shows 

the way to get there, demonstrate the solutions by visiting real world working examples and 

addresses the problems head on. The zero energy home is attainable today... and this 

documentary proves that a Zero Energy America can be our tomorrow. 

 

 

Issue: Aging 

 

Frontline #3306 “Being Mortal” (60) 2/10/15 at 9pm. 

FRONTLINE teams up with writer and surgeon Atul Gawande to examine how doctors care for 

terminally ill patients. In conjunction with Gawande's new book, Being Mortal, the film explores 

the relationships between doctors and patients nearing the end of life, and shows how many 

doctors - including Gawande himself - struggle to talk honestly and openly with their dying 

patients. 

 

 

Issue: Poverty/Hunger 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         1/18/2015 5:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:04:13 



 

With more U.S. students living in poverty, education system faces strain: A newly released 

report by the Southern Education Foundation says the majority of all public school students 

across the United States come from low-income families. Experts say that could have important 

implications for the nation's education policies. Washington Post reporter Lyndsey Layton joins 

Hari Sreenivasan from Washington to discuss the issue. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/21/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:59 

 

Housing discrimination case could have broad implications: A case between a Texas state 

housing agency and an advocacy organization asks the Supreme Court to decide whether 

unintentional discrimination over federal tax credits violates the Fair Housing Act. The results 

could have repercussions beyond both the state of Texas and the housing industry. Marcia Coyle 

of The National Law Journal helps outline the case with Judy Woodruff. 

 
 

Issue: Environment/Nature 

 

Nature #3205 “Penguin Post Office” (60) 1/28/15 at 7pm. 

In the heart of the Antarctic Peninsula there's a post office surrounded by jaw-dropping scenery 

and 3,000 gentoo penguins. Every summer, as staff put stamps on postcards, the penguins return 

from their fishing grounds to their breeding grounds, trek nearly two miles across sea ice and 

snow, rush to find a partner, build a nest, lay eggs and protect them from predators, and finally 

get down to the task of raising their young. We see their four-month drama unfold as cruise ships 

come and go, bringing tourists to buy postcards and photograph penguins -- the backdrop to the 

penguins' lives. 

 

NOVA #4203 “Sinkholes: Buried Alive” (60) 1/28/15 at 8pm. 

In Tampa, Florida, in February 2013, a giant hole in the ground opened up and swallowed half a 

house, killing 36 year-old Jeffrey Bush as he slept in his bedroom. A month later, a golfer in 

Illinois survived an 18-foot fall when the 14th hole caved in beneath his feet.Both were victims 

of sinkholes-a notorious worldwide hazard that lurks wherever limestone bedrock is found. 

When carbon dioxide dissolves in rainwater, it forms a weak acid that attacks the soft limestone, 

riddling it like Swiss cheese with hidden underground rivers, caves and hollows. While this 

process of erosion takes millions of years, the fragile roof of a cavern near the surface can 

collapse in an eye blink, with little or no advance warning. Sinkholes can range from a few 

meters across to one in Egypt that measures 50 x 75 miles, and a Chinese hole nearly half a mile 

deep. Filled with compelling eyewitness video of collapsing sinkholes and authoritative science 

from expert geologists, NOVA investigates what it's like to have your world vanish beneath your 

feet. 

 

 

 



So Right So Smart (60) – 1/26/15 at 9pm. 

So right so smart profiles companies on the cutting edge of more sustainable business practices 

who are proving that being environmentally friendly is both good for the earth and good for 

business. Their inspiring stories of leadership and innovative change provide hopeful models for 

the larger business community and other institutions. The primary focus of the film is a behind-

the-scenes look at the transformation of Interface Inc., a global carpet manufacturer led by Ray 

Anderson, one of the early pioneers of green business practices. Anderson has spearheaded an 

often-challenging effort to transform Interface to a "restorative enterprise"; and has become an 

inspiration to other businesses. so right so smart also includes short profiles of companies who 

started with a commitment to green business practices. Stonyfield Farms, Patagonia, Herman 

Miller, Seventh Generation and New Belgium Brewery. Prominent environmental authors and 

business experts share their experiences and insights, including Paul Hawken, Janine Benyus, 

Jonathan Lash, David Suzuki, Rick Fedrizi, Professor Stuart Hart, and Amory Lovins. Narrated 

by Darryl Hannah. 


