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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2015

1. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on efforts to expand Medicaid in 
Kansas and Missouri. Advocates of the expansion say that 2015 could be the year that 
Kansas hospitals make some headway in their appeals to conservative lawmakers to 
allocate more money and assistance to help the poor and underserved. 
(JM-MED-EXP.wav) – aired 01-12-15 – ME/R – length: 3:37 – airtimes: 6:45, 8:45 am
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

2. KPR provided live coverage of the annual Kansas State of the State Address. J. Schafer 
was the in-studio host, while KPR’s Stephen Koranda served as the statewide host of the 
televised broadcast. Schafer was joined by KPR’s Kaye McIntyre and political science 
professor Michael Smith of Emporia State University. Governor Sam Brownback spoke 
about the state’s economy and his plans for the coming year to balance the Kansas budget 
without compromising his position on tax abolition.
(SOS2015.wav) – aired 01-15-15 – special – length: 59:00 – airtimes: 6:30pm
___________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE/ED/ENV 

3.  KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on Governor Sam Brownback’s State of the State 
Address. The governor explained his priorities for the coming year, and presented some 
details of his plans for state tax policy and the state’s education funding system. Koranda 
says that the speech was notable for including few details about how the governor plans 
to fill the looming Kansas state budget gap. 
(SK-SOS1.wav) – aired 01-16-15 – ME/R – length: 3:09 – airtimes: 6:45am, 7:45am, 
8:45am
______________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE__

4. KCUR arts and culture reporter C.J. Janovy discussed the recent changes to the Kansas 
City music scene since the arrival of an organization called Folk Alliance International. 
The organization moved to Kansas City from Memphis, and is expected to draw 
thousands of musicians and folk music fans to the area during the annual Folk Alliance 
music conference. 
(KCUR-FOLK.wav)  -- aired 01-16-15 – ATC/R – length: 4:58 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
____________________________________________________________ED/ECO/AR

5. KPR’s Bryan Thompson provided the details of a report on the best- and worst-
performing nursing homes in the state of Kansas. The report was based on inspection 
reports for approximately the last three years. For the most part, higher levels of care 
were found in institutions that charge residents more. 
(BT-NH-REPORT.wav) – aired 01-19-15 – ME/R – length: 4:39 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL 



6. KPR provided live coverage of President Barack Obama’s address to students at the 
University of Kansas. It was the first time a sitting president had visited KU since the 
William H. Taft administration. Obama talked about the importance of education and 
reiterated his intention to provide free community college to all citizens who want to 
pursue their education. J. Schafer was the local host, with on-the-scene reports from 
Stephen Koranda and Elle Moxley, plus in-studio analysis from KCUR’s Steve Kraske 
and political science professor Michael Smith of Emporia State University. 
(OBAMA2015.wav) – aired 01-22-15 – special – length: 59:00 – airtimes: 11:30am
________________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO/KU

7. KPR rebroadcast a portion of President Obama’s address at the University of Kansas 
during All Things Considered. The president talked about the importance of affordable 
child care and affordable education. 
(POTUS-2A.wav) – aired 01-22-15 – ATC/R – length: 5:13 – airtimes: 5:44pm
____________________________________________________________ED/ECO/KU

8. Commentator Rex Buchanan, the interim director of the Kansas Geological Survey, 
discussed the economic and ecological downside to recent low gasoline prices. 
Geologists and petroleum engineers both caution that the price drop may be only 
temporary, and that energy conservation is still a good idea despite advances in petroleum 
mining and drilling technology. Furthermore, the precise consequences of some of the 
new acquisition methods remain unclear. 
(RB-GASPRICE2.wav) – aired 01-02-15 – ME/C – length: 3:39 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_________________________________________________________ENV/ECO/POL

9. Commentator John Richard Schrock discussed so-called “grade inflation.” He’s 
worried that teachers are facing increased pressure to pass mediocre and even failing 
students, thus devaluing college education in general.
(JRS-GRADE2.wav) – aired 01-12-15 – ATC/C – length: 3:33 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
____________________________________________________________KU/ED/ECO

10. Writer Cheryl Unruh told the story of Kansan Clyde Tombaugh, who discovered the 
planet Pluto. Despite Pluto’s recent classification downgrade – it’s now no longer 
considered a planet – Tombaugh’s discovery on the outer reaches of the Solar System 
captivated the world and was a testament to the determination of a young man without 
many resources, but with a lot of talent and curiosity.
(CU-PLUTO3.wav) – aired 01-28-15 – ME/C – length: 3:18 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
____________________________________________________________ENV/ED/KU  



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 2015

1. KPR began airing a series of stories gathered at a StoryCorps event staged in Topeka. 
In the first installment, Beryl New talked with her granddaughter Dajaia James about 
attending high school in Topeka in the days before the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka decision that effectively outlawed “separate but 
equal” educational facilities. 
(sc2015-1.WAV) – aired 02-02-15 – ME/C – length: 3:40 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________ED/HI/RR

2. A Kansas Senate committee is considering a proposal to rewrite part of the state’s 
public school funding formula. The Legislature passed a bill increasing one type of 
school financial assistance in 2014, but costs rose beyond initial estimates. The pending 
bill would change how public education financial needs are calculated. 
(SK-SCHOOLS-5.wav) – aired 02-04-15 – ME/R – length: 2:55 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am)
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED

3.  Richard Ridley of Topeka spoke with his friend, Patrick Woods, about his experiences 
in a segregated elementary school. Ridley attended integrated junior and senior high 
schools, and he talked about the differences he perceived in his education and in his 
social circles. This story is part of a StoryCorps project sponsored by the Kansas 
Humanities Council, The Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library, and the Brown v. 
Board of Education National Historic Site.  
(SC-20A5-2.wav) – aired 02-09-15 – ME/C – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________ED/HI/RR

4. KPR’s J. Schafer, Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda, and Jim McLean of the KHI 
News Service discussed the action at the Kansas Statehouse for the first week of 
February. Governor Sam Brownback ordered new funding cuts for public schools and 
state universities, and the Legislature passed an emergency measure to close a budget 
shortfall. 
(IS2015-1.wav) – aired 02-09-15 – ME/R – length: 4:35 – airtimes: 7:45am, noon
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED

5. Sports reporter Greg Echlin prepared a short biography of Kansas native Dean Smith, 
who became a legendary head basketball coach at the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill. Smith maintained close ties with Kansas and his hometown. Smith died on 
February 7, 2015, prompting many memorials and tributes to Smith’s life and career. 
(GE-SMITH-FEAT.wav) – aired 02-10-15 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_________________________________________________________________HI/SP_



6.  Peggy Lowe, reporting for Harvest Public Media, examined complaints from 
cattlemen about a program designed to raise money to promote beef consumption. Some 
Kansas cattlemen are comparing the program and the money it solicits from ranchers and 
beef producers to a “taxation without representation” situation. 
(HPM-BEEFCHK.wav) – aired 02-11-15 – ME/R – length: 4:37 – airtimes: 6L45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/POL

7. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on an appearance by former Kansas 
Governor Kathleen Sebelius at the Dole Institute of Politics. She was there to discuss 
women in politics, but also addressed the current state of Kansas politics and the 
controversial Affordable Care Act, the federal health reform law she helped put into 
practice. 
(JM-SEBELIUS-DOLE.wav) – aired 02-13-15 – ME/R – length: 4:12 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:51am
_________________________________________________________POL/HI/HE/KU

8. KPR’s J. Schafer, Stephen Koranda and Jim McLean discussed the latest developments 
at the Kansas Statehouse. Governor Brownback rolled back protections for gay state 
workers, and lawmakers held hearings on marriage. One proposed bill would create a 
special class of foster parents who would receive higher pay for attending church and 
fulfilling other requirements. 
(IS2015-2.wav) – aired 02-16-15 – ME/R – length: 4:32 – airtimes: 7:45am, web
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE

9. Health reporter Bryan Thompson reported on the 14th annual Kansas Mission of 
Mercy, a free clinic offering dental care. More than 1400 people turned out to this year’s 
event. Thompson discussed why it’s difficult for many Kansans to get dental services and 
why such services are rarely covered by public assistance programs. 
(BT-MERCY.wav) – aired 02-17-15 – ME/R – length: 4:23 – airtimes: 6:45am, 7:45am
________________________________________________________________HE/ECO

10. Luke Runyon of Harvest Public Media reported on a new ruling governing the use of 
drones. The ruling could lead to an increase of drone use on farms, from aerial 
photography to pesticide and herbicide application. 
(HPM-DRONES2.wav) – aired 02-18-15 – ME/R – length: 3:48 – airtimes: 6:45, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________AG/ENV/POL

11.  KPR’s J. Schafer, Stephen Koranda, and Jim McLean of the KHI News Service 
discussed the Kansas Legislature’s actions on regulating abortion, possible expansion of 
alcohol sales, and increasing taxes on tobacco. 
(IS2015-3.wav) – aired 02-23-15 – ME/R – length: 4:17 – airtimes: 6:49am, 8:49am
__________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE_



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MARCH 2015

1. Statehouse reporter Stephen Koranda, news director J. Schafer, and reporter Jim 
McLean of the Kansas Health Institute News Service discussed the progress being made 
on legislation as the Kansas Legislature reached the halfway-mark of its session. The 
Kansas Senate passed a bill allowing residents to carry concealed firearms without a 
permit, and without special training. Health insurance and Medicaid coverage were also 
the subject of discussion at the Statehouse. 
(IS2015-4.wav) – aired 03-02-15 – ME/R – length 6:16 – airtimes: 6:51am, 8:33am
_______________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE_

2. KPR continued to air a series of stories from a StoryCorps listening project carried out 
in Topeka as part of a group of events commemorating the U.S. Supreme Court decision 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka. In this installment, Topeka resident Joyce 
Revely talked with her son’s best friend, Eric McHenry, about going to school in Topeka 
both before and after the desegregation order. 
(SC2015-5.wav) – aired 03-03-15 – ME/R – length: 3:25 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am, 
5:44pm
_________________________________________________________HI/ED/POL/RR_

3. Alex Smith of Harvest Public Media reported on debates throughout the Midwest on 
expanding health coverage through Medicaid programs. In states that have chosen NOT 
to expand the programs – including Kansas and Missouri – rural hospitals are struggling 
with the consequences. 
(HPM-MEDICAIDX.wav) – aired 03-04-15 – ME/R – length 4:06 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO 

4. Bryan Thompson of Heartland Health Monitor reported on progress at a huge ethanol 
plant in the southwest corner of Kansas. The plant is scheduled to begin full-scale 
production in the next few weeks. It’s designed to produce clean-burning fuel from the 
bits and pieces of crops left in farmers’ fields after harvest. 
(BT-ABENGOA.wav) – aired 03-06-15 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 6:37am, 
7:45am
_________________________________________________________ECO/ENV/POL

5. KPR’s panel of legislative analysts – Stephen Koranda, J. Schafer and Jim McLean – 
discussed the state of Kansas’s plan for funding public education. The current formula is 
being discontinued and a new one being created. The three talked about what’s likely to 
change, and how a new funding plan could affect public education in the state. 
(IS2015-5.wav) – aired 03-09-15 – ME/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO



6. Statehouse reporter Stephen Koranda described how legislators are fast-tracking a 
major overhaul of the Kansas school funding system. The bill would replace the current 
finance formula with a series of block grants, which would provide funding for two years 
while lawmakers write an entirely new funding formula from scratch. The bill approving 
these block grants has been approved by a committee and is headed for debate on the 
Kansas House floor. 
(SK-BLOCKG3.wav) – aired 03-11-15 – ME/R – length 3:12 – airtimes: 7:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________ED/ECO/POL

7. KPR’s legislative analysts discussed public school funding, tax policy and gun laws in 
their latest overview of happenings at the Kansas Statehouse. The House passed a 
proposed educational block grants bill and advanced a bill allowing concealed-carry 
without a permit. Meanwhile, a three-judge panel in Shawnee County said it may 
challenge the new school funding plan. J. Schafer, Stephen Koranda and Jim McLean 
participated. 
(IS2015-6.wav) – aired 03-16-15 – ME/R – length: 3:53 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/CR 

8. The Kansas Senate approved a bill that would allow people over the age of 21 to carry 
a concealed gun without a license. The new bill would not require background checks or 
firearms training. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the likelihood that the state of 
Kansas might soon become the fifth state in the nation to allow concealed carry without a 
license.
(SK-CC.wav) – aired 03-18-15 – ATC/R – length: 3:07 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________________POL/CR

9. KPR’s panel of experts discussed the latest legislative news, including the advance of a 
concealed-carry law, proposals about collective bargaining with teachers’ unions, and 
college tuition breaks for undocumented immigrants. 
(IS2015-7.wav) – aired 03-23-15 – ME/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
____________________________________________________CR/ED/POL/ECO/RR

10. Hearings on the possible expansion of Medicaid programs in Kansas finally 
commenced in Topeka after three years of delays. The hearings attracted large crowds, 
but it’s not clear whether the turnout will be enough to convince lawmakers to act on the 
issue. Jim McLean prepared a report. 
(JM-MED-EXP-6.wav) – aired 03-23-15 – ME/R – length 3:47 – airtimes: 6:50am, 
8:33am
__________________________________________________________ECO/POL/HE_


