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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JULY 2015

1. Bryan Thompson of the Heartland Health Monitor reported on the fifth anniversary of 
the Clean Indoor Air Act in Kansas. The statewide smoking ban prohibits tobacco use in 
most public places, including bars and restaurants.  For most Kansans, the ban has 
become just another part of public life, but the road to the ban’s passage and enforcement 
was long and contentious. 
(BT-SMOKEBAN5.wav) – aired 07-02-15 – ME/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 6:45, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

2. Commentator Tom Averill, writing as his character William Jennings Bryan Oleander, 
discussed the most recent Kansas legislative session and its tax increases, budget cuts, 
and rhetoric.  He finds the current governor’s approach to the people of the state to be 
lacking in nuance, subtlety, and wisdom. 
(TA-2015XGR6.wav) – aired 07-03-15 – ME/R – length: 3:10 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO

3. Sam Ziff of public radio station KCUR reported that the state of Kansas is running into 
problems recruiting and retaining teachers. The state’s education system is facing 
uncertainty, and teachers are concerned about low pay, fewer benefits, and the future of 
the state employees’ retirement system. That’s turning out to be good news for states like 
Missouri and Oklahoma, since more teachers are now looking for employment outside of 
Kansas. 
(KCUR-TEACHER.wav) – aired 07-09-15 – ME/R – length: 4:55 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________ED/ECO/POL

4. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Doug Tombaugh, the nephew of the man who discovered 
the dwarf planet, Pluto. They discussed Clyde Tombaugh’s youth in Burdett, Kansas and 
how Tombaugh taught himself astronomy on the family farm. 
(DT-PLUTO3.wav) – aired 07-14-15 –ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________HI/ED/AG/KU 

5. Jim McLean of the Kansas Health Institute News Service reported on the renewed 
national effort to pay doctors for counseling patients about end-of-life care. It’s become a 
major topic of conversation and education at state medical facilities and at the University 
of Kansas Medical Center. 
(JM-ENDLIFE-2.wav) – aired 07-15-15 – ME/R – length: 3:52 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________________HE/ED/POL



6. Abigail Wilson of public radio station KMUW reported on an obesity study 
commissioned by a group of retired military leaders. Its results indicate that one in three 
young adults in Kansas is too overweight to enlist in the military. Overall, the national 
obesity epidemic is causing recruiting problems for the Department of Defense. 
(KMUW-OBESITY.wav) – aired 07-16-15 – ME/R – length: 4:18 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________________HE/MI/ECO

7. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on an initiative launched by the Spencer Museum of 
Art at the University of Kansas. The museum’s galleries have been temporarily closed for 
a major renovation, so Spencer curators have launched a drive to take art out into the 
streets of Lawrence, keeping art in the public eye. 
(SK-SPENCER.wav) – aired 07-21-15 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 4:44pm
_____________________________________________________________AR/KU/ED_

8. Statehouse reporter Stephen Koranda attended a hearing on a proposed utilities rate 
increase. Westar Energy is asking for a price hike, and is seeking a change in the current 
compensation and usage rates for homeowners who have installed solar panels. State 
regulators appeared skeptical, and a large number of people turned out for a public 
hearing on the issue. 
(72215-WESTAR.wav) – aired 07-22-15 – ATC/R – length: 3:34 – airtimes: 4:44pm
__________________________________________________________ECO/ENV/POL 

9. Jim McLean reported on a renewed effort by various public welfare groups to expand 
Medicaid coverage in Kansas. The last three years of work on the issue have yielded few 
results. Now, the groups are getting together to re-evaluate their strategy and to prepare 
for another expansion effort this fall. 
(JM-MEDICAID.wav) – aired 07-23-15 – ME/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 6:55am, 
8:36am
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE

10. Bryan Thompson reported on a health care partnership that is working to bolster and 
sustain mental health programs in rural areas of Kansas. The effort is also helping 
strengthen the reputations and economic viability of some rural hospitals. 
(BT-MINNEOLA.wav) – aired 07-24-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:13 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
____________________________________________________________HE/ED/ECO



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 2015

1. KCUR’s Sam Zeff reported on the challenges facing the state of Kansas educational 
system in 2015. Teachers are leaving the state, hiring issues are plaguing districts across 
the state, and state funding is in limbo. Zeff says that administrators and educators are 
getting worried. 
(SZ-EDUCAT2.wav) – aired 08-07-15 – ME/R; ATC/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO

2. Stephen Koranda talked with Tim Carpenter of the Topeka Capital-Journal about 
claims that Jim Brownback, the Kansas governor’s brother, has been exploiting his 
connection to the state’s most powerful politician. Carpenter wrote an article detailing 
several disputes between Jim Brownback and Linn County residents, and Brownback’s 
alleged harassment activities. 
(Tim Carpenter on Jim Brownback.wav) – aired 08-10-15 – ME/R; ATC/R – length: 4:17
airtimes: 7:45am, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________________POL/CR

3. Stephen Koranda spoke with Don Wistuba, the man who has run a small snack bar at 
in the Kansas Capitol for the last 40 years. He’s now closing down, due to competition 
from free food supplied to legislators and staff by lobbyists. 
(SK-DONSNACK.wav) – aired 08-11-15 – ATC/R – length: 2:32 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
______________________________________________________________ECO, POL

4. Bryan Thompson reported on the new federal Clean Power Plan, designed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from power plants by almost one third over the next 15 years. 
Language in the bill makes it unlikely that a new coal-fired power plant planned for 
southwest Kansas will ever be constructed. 
(BT-HOLCOMB.wav) – aired 08-11-15 – ATC/R – length: 3:38 – airtimes: 4:44pm
__________________________________________________________ECO/ENV/POL

5. Jim McLean reported a plan hatched by Kansas lawmakers that would transfer some 
funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program, or CHIP, to the state’s general 
fund, to help balance the Kansas budget…at least on paper. This plan has drawn harsh 
criticism from health and children’s advocates. 
(JM-CHIP.wav) – aired 08-12-15 – ATC/R – length: 3:30 – airtimes: 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________ECO/POL/HE

6. Laura Lorson talked with Henry Fortunato, a Fellow in the Public Humanities at the 
University of Kansas, about his walk across the state of Kansas. He walked from Johnson 
County in eastern Kansas to just inside the Greeley County line in western Kansas. 
(HF-WALK2.wav) – aired 08-13-15 – ME/R – length: 4:25 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________________HI/ED/ENV



7. Abigail Wilson of public radio station KMUW interviewed Mike and Katie West, who 
relocated to Lawrence, Kansas following the landfall of Hurricane Katrina on the Gulf 
Coast in 2005. The two have a band called “Truckstop Honeymoon” that has attracted a 
local and a national following. They discuss their memories of the ferocious storm, and 
talk about their new life in Lawrence. 
(KMUW-TRUCKSTOP.wav) – aired 08-14-15 – ME/R – length: 8:47 – airtimes: 
6:53am, 8:53am
________________________________________________________________AR/HI__

8.  KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Ron Keefover, former spokesman for the Kansas 
Supreme Court, about the life and career of former Kansas Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Kay McFarland. McFarland died on August 18, 2015, at the age of 80. She was the 
state’s first female Supreme Court Justice, and first female Supreme Court Chief Justice. 
(JS-KEEFO.wav) – aired 08-19-15 – ME/R – length 3:39 – airtimes: 7:45am, 8:45am
____________________________________________________________POL/HI/ED_

9.  Bryan Thompson provided a report on six new health centers in Kansas designed to 
offer comprehensive primary health care to everyone, no matter whether the patients have 
insurance or not. Thompson explained where the clinics are, why they were opened, and 
what officials hope to accomplish with their establishment. 
(BT-CLINICS.wav) – aired 08-24-15 – ATC/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

10. Amy Mayer of Harvest Public Media talked with agriculture officials and poultry 
producers about the possibility of a new bird flu outbreak. An outbreak last spring caused 
millions of dollars in losses as many thousands of birds were killed to contain the disease. 
Fears of another outbreak are largely centered around the possible spread of the flu 
during the annual avian migrations. 
(HPM-BFLU2.wav) – aired 08-25-15 – ME/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
____________________________________________________________AG/HE/ECO



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2015

1. News Director J. Schafer provided an overview of a controversial judicial ruling that 
has placed the state of Kansas’s entire judiciary in limbo. A Shawnee County judge 
struck down a law passed by the Legislature that changes how district judges are selected. 
However, that law contained a provision stating that if the law was voided, the state’s 
entire judiciary branch would be stripped of its funding. 
(JS-COURTS.wav) – aired 09-03-15 – ME/R, ATC/R – length: 55 seconds -- airtimes: 6, 
7, 8am newscasts; 3, 4, 5:30pm newscasts
___________________________________________________________________POL

2. Bryan Thompson of the Heartland Health Monitor reported on a meeting between 
members of four Native American tribes in northeast Kansas. The meeting was an 
opportunity for these representatives to discuss health care and health challenges faced by 
Native Americans. The discussion also covered mental health issues, which have been 
under-treated by Native American health care services in the past. 
(BT-TRIBES.wav) – aired 09-03-15 – ME/R – length: 3:53 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________HE/HI/POL/CR

3. President Obama’s plan to close the Guantanamo Bay detention center in Cuba has 
raised concerns that the suspected terrorists housed there could be transferred to the 
military prison at Fort Leavenworth. Stephen Koranda reported on the concerns of 
Leavenworth residents and Governor Sam Brownback’s criticism of the idea. 
(SK-LEAV.wav) – aired 09-04-15 – ME/R – length: 3:30 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________CR/MI/HI 

4. Bryan Thompson reported on a plan to approve training programs in Kansas for so-
called “mid-level” dental providers. These dental therapists perform basic procedures and 
can often deliver dental care in remote areas when fully-licensed dentists are scarce. 
(BT-DENTAL-9.wav) – aired 09-09-15 – ME/R – length: 1:01 – airtimes: 6:43am, 
8:43am
_____________________________________________________________HE/ECO___

5. Jim McLean reported on the upcoming closure of a hospital in Independence, Kansas. 
Officials there say that several factors are to blame, but one of the most important is 
Governor Sam Brownback’s decision to reject any expansion of Medicaid in the wake of 
the Affordable Care Act. This particular closure is having a major impact on health care 
in the area, and could change the overall debate over Medicaid expansion in Kansas. 
(JM-HOSP-14.wav) – aired 09-14-15 – ME/R – length: 3:31 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL 



6. Bryan Thompson reported on the rivalry between two hospitals in Harper County, 
Kansas. Small towns have been struggling to save institutions that define their 
communities, from schools to hospitals.  But changes in the nation’s health care system 
have made it difficult for these two rural hospitals to make ends meet. 
(BT-HARPER.wav) – aired 09-15-15—ME/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL

7. Film critic Eric Melin reported on an ESPN short film documentary that tells the story 
of a Korean man obsessed with supporting the Kansas City Royals baseball team. The 
film had its premiere at Union Station in Kansas City, and will be shown on ESPN as part 
of its acclaimed “30 for 30” documentary film series. 
(EM-BBSW.wav) – aired 09-21-15 – ME/R – length: 3:02 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________________AR/SP

8. KMUW’s Abigail Wilson reported on a gathering in Dodge City, Kansas, celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of the premiere of the television program “Gunsmoke.” Fans came 
from all over the nation to meet some of the actors who performed on the show. 
(AW-GUN.wav) – aired 09-28-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________________AR

9. Jim McLean reported on the controversy over the size and role of government that’s 
trickled down from national to local politics. Public health programs in several of the 
largest counties in Kansas have been making their way into debates over government and 
its place in daily life and commerce. 
(JM-PUBLIC.wav) – aired 09-30-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

10. Commentator Ron Wilson told the story of Chester Nez, a Navajo Code Talker who 
worked for the U.S. Government during World War II. 
(RW-NAVAJO.wav) – aired 09-16-15 – ME/C – length: 3:45 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________________________HI


