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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 2015

1. Film critic Eric Melin spoke with Eddie Muller, the creator and host of the Noir City 
Kansas City Film Festival. The event highlights film noir genre movies and lets Kansas 
City film buffs mix, mingle and talk about classic cinema. 
(EM-NoirCity.wav) – aired 10-02-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length 3:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________AR/ECO

2. Health reporter Bryan Thompson visited a hospital in northwest Kansas that’s trying 
out a new health food initiative. Dietitians and nutritionists there are trying to make the 
food served to patients in hospitals healthier and better-tasting.
(BT-HFOOD.wav) – aired 10-05-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:12 – airtimes 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________HE/ECO

3. The closure of a hospital in southeast Kansas has reignited debate over Medicaid 
expansion. Supporters of expansion say that federal money could have helped save the 
jobs at Mercy Hospital in Independence. Opponents, including Governor Sam 
Brownback, say that’s not the case. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reports that 
either way, the hospital’s closure has put the issue of Medicaid expansion back in the 
policy limelight. 
(JM-MEDX13.wav) – aired 10-12-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:53 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 5:45pm
___________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL

4. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with author Karen Russell, who was in Lawrence as part of 
the Lawrence Public Library’s Ross and Marianna Beach Author Lecture Series. Russell 
is a native Floridian, and she talks about how the landscape of that area affected the 
development of her writing style. She also discussed how she had fantasized about the 
state of Kansas when she was growing up in sticky-hot, rampantly-green Florida. 
(KRUSSELL.wav) – aired 10-15-15 – ME/R and ATC/R --  length: 4:12 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm
_________________________________________________________________AR/ED

5. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Kansas City filmmaker Mark Honer about his latest 
documentary, titled “Town Teams: Bigger Than Baseball.” It touches on the importance 
of towns having their own baseball teams at the beginning of the 20th Century. Town 
teams were great sources of community pride and identity in a time without many other 
amusements and diversions. 
(BASEBALL-2.wav) – aired 10-16-15 – ME/R – length: 3:28 – airtimes: 6:43am, 8:43am
__________________________________________________________________AR/SP



6. KPR Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda ventured outside Topeka to talk with 
resident of Mapleton, Kansas. Many of the homes in Mapleton don’t have heat because 
the city lost its natural gas service earlier this year. The city received a federal grant to 
help residents update their heating systems, but the process has been moving slowly. 
Residents are worried that truly cold weather will arrive before they’re able to get 
service. 
(SK-MAPLE.wav) – aired 10-27-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:18 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________ECO/ENV/HE

7. KMUW’s Abigail Wilson visited a clockmaker’s shop in Wichita where the staff will 
be changing the time on more than 400 timepieces on November 1. KPR aired this as part 
of its annual reminder for listeners to set their clocks back as the nation returns to 
standard time. 
(CLOCKS.wav) – aired 10-30-15 – ME/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 7:45am
_______________________________________________________________ECO/HI

8. John Richard Schrock told the story of the Great Grasshopper Plague that affected the 
Great Plains 140 years ago. That event serves as the background of the new book 
“Locust: The Devastating Rise and Mysterious Disappearance of the Insect That Shaped 
the American Frontier.”
(JRS-HOPPER5.wav) – aired 10-01-15 – ME/C and ATC/C – length: 3:49 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
_____________________________________________________________AG/HI/ENV

9. Commentator Rex Buchanan described some of the avian visitors that Kansans see 
each year – even though they seem out of place. Huge numbers of gulls (which, it turns 
out, you don’t call seagulls unless they’re near the sea) migrate through the state 
annually.  Buchanan explained why so many come to an area that most people don’t tend 
to think of as gull habitat. 
(RB-FALL-4.wav) – aired 10-14-15 – ME/C and ATC/C – length: 3:08 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
____________________________________________________________ENV/ED/AG

10. Guest commentator Mark Foley talked about the value of music as an artform and a 
discipline. It turns out there’s a lot more to value about music than its alleged ability to 
raise a listener’s IQ.  Foley is a professor at the Wichita State University School of 
Music. 
(KMUW-MOZART.wav) – aired 10-23-15 – ME/C and ATC/C – length: 3:08 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:16pm
_________________________________________________________________AR/ED



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2015

1. Abigail Wilson of KMUW reported on a ceremony at the Hutchinson Correctional 
Facility.  A graduation event was held for inmates who finished several recidivism-
reduction programs successfully. Wilson says the ceremony itself was very meaningful 
for the graduating inmates and their families. 
(KMUW-INMATE.wav) – aired 11-04-15 – ATC/R – length: 6:50 – broadcast times: 
3:50 pm
__________________________________________________________CR/ED/ECO__

2. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the state of Kansas’s difficulty in finding and 
retaining corrections workers. State lawmakers have been discussing what to do to 
increase recruitment and retention, but have not come up with any plan to pay for a 
lasting solution to the problem. 
(SK-CORRECT.wav) – aired 11-04-15 – ATC/R – length: 3:35 – broadcast times: 
4:44pm. 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________CR/ECO/POL

3. Peggy Lowe of Harvest Public Media reported on the problems with a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture program called MIDAS. The plan was for a computerized 
system to modernize how the government pays farmers and ranchers. Now, the program 
has become a notorious boondoggle that has lost the confidence of the people it was 
supposed to serve and assist. 
(HPM-MIDAS.wav) – aired 11-09-15 – ME/R – length: 3:55 – broadcast times: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV

4. Tom Parkinson spoke with Mike Vietti of the National World War I Museum and 
Memorial in Kansas City, Missouri. They discussed the events planned at the site for 
Veterans Day and to commemorate the Armistice that ended World War I in 1918. 
(VetsDay-NWW1.wav) – aired 11-10-15 – ME/R – length: 3:59 – broadcast times: 
7:45am
___________________________________________________________HI/ED/MI____

5. KPR’s Laura Lorson interviewed British film critic and film historian David Thomson, 
who was in Lawrence to give a lecture at the University of Kansas. Thomson discussed 
his lecture topic, “The Seen of the Crime,” in which he planned to discuss how crime and 
violence in films affects the broader culture. Presentation, cinematic point of view, and 
the consequences of crime and how they’re portrayed all have a cumulative effect on how 
people think about crime and society. 
(DT-SEEN.wav) – aired 11-12-15 – ATC/R – length: 4:39 – broadcast times: 4:44pm, 
5:44pm
______________________________________________________________AR/CR/ED 



6. Bryan Thompson of the Heartland Health Monitor checked in with some Kansas health 
care providers to find out how they’re adapting to a new mandate that switched coding 
and billing processes to an all-digital system. It turns out that in the first month of the 
switch, things are going pretty well. 
(BT-CODING.wav) – aired 11-16-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:34 – broadcast 
times: 6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm
_______________________________________________________________ECO/HE_

7.  Andy Marso of the Heartland Health Monitor spoke with a Kansas resident seeking 
access to an experimental drug and the state lawmakers who are trying to assist her. 
Lawmakers at both the state and federal levels are working on measures that would give 
terminally-ill patients access to promising drugs that are still in the FCA approval and 
experimental pipeline. 
(KHI-DRUGS.wav) – aired 11-18-15 – ME/R – length: 3:15 – broadcast times: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

8. Sports reporter Greg Echlin profiled the University of Kansas women’s volleyball 
team coach, Ray Bechard.  In 2011, KU hired a new athletic director, Sheahon Zenger. 
Since then, Zenger has fired two head football coaches and one women’s basketball head 
coach. But Bechard kept his job despite having a losing record. That decision ultimately 
paid off for the school, as the Jayhawks team is now ranked nationally and will play in 
the NCAA National Division I Women’s Volleyball Championship. 
(GE-VBALL-19-A.wav) – aired 11-19-15 – ME/R – length: 4:32 – broadcast times: 
7:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________________SP/KU__

9. KPR news intern Austin Fitts reported on the city of Lawrence’s reputation as a haven 
for artists and artisans.  The Lawrence Arts Center has been playing up that reputation in 
designing workshops and programs for people interested in either making art or 
purchasing artisanal goods. 
(AF-ART3.wav) – aired 11-20-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 2:57 – broadcast times: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________AR/ECO

10. News Director J. Schafer spoke with Catholic Bishop John Brungardt of the Dodge 
City Diocese about the controversy surrounding admission of Syrian refugees to the 
United States. President Obama wants the nation to accept a portion of the refugees, but 
Congress and several Republican governors (including Republican Governor Sam 
Brownback of Kansas) oppose this plan. Some churches, such as the United Methodists, 
say their congregations are willing to host refugee families. Schafer asked Brungardt 
about the official Catholic Church stance on sheltering and supporting the refugees. 
(BISHOP3.wav) – aired 11-25-15 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:38 – broadcast times: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/RE



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 2015

1. Kansas Lieutenant Governor Jeff Colyer accompanied Republican presidential 
candidate Ben Carson to visit refugee camps on the border of Syria and Jordan. He spoke 
with KPR’s Stephen Koranda about the need for the Western world to help the Syrians 
who have been displaced, while squaring that with Kansas Governor Sam Brownback’s 
insistence that the state not offer asylum to Syrian refugees. 
(SK-COLYER FT.wav) – aired 12-01-15 – ATC/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 5:44pm
________________________________________________________________POL/RR

2. KPR News intern Kristin Selby interviewed Ala Almousawi, who organized an 
exhibition of photographs taken in Iraq focusing on art, culture and everyday life. The 
exhibit was at Avila University and gave people in Kansas City a chance to experience a 
view of the Middle East not dominated by images of war and destruction. 
(KS-IRAQ.wav) – aired 12-07-15 – ME/R – length: 3:36 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________AR/ED/AG/HI

3. KMUW’s Aileen Leblanc visited an Islamic parochial school in Wichita. The Annoor 
Islamic School is a school for students and teachers of all faiths, and provides a place to 
learn not only the state’s accepted curriculum, but also about Islam, cooperation and co-
existence. 
(KMUW-ISLAM.wav) – aired 12-09-15 – ME/R – length: 6:33 – airtimes: 6:33am, 
8:33am
_____________________________________________________________ED/HI/RE_

4. KPR’s Stephen Koranda talked with Kansas Governor Sam Brownback ahead of the 
2016 Kansas legislative session.  Brownback is aggressively defending tax cuts made in 
recent years and says that this centerpiece of his economic plan is critical to job 
expansion and job creation in the state. 
(KS-SAM IV.wav) – aired 12-11-15 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO

5. KPR’s J. Schafer reported on the return of the University of Kansas volleyball team to 
Lawrence after it advanced to the Final Four round of the NCAA volleyball tournament. 
It’s the first time in the history of the team that the Jayhawks had gotten so far in the 
tournament.  Fans welcomed the team home with an outpouring of good will and 
enthusiasm. 
(JS-VBALL2.wav) – aired 12-14-15 – ME/R – length: 3:15 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________SP/KU

6. KPR’s J. Schafer reported on the discovery of an audio recording made by Dr. James 
Naismith, the inventor of basketball and longtime basketball coach at the University of 
Kansas. Associate professor Michael Zogry tracked down a radio interview that Naismith 
gave in 1939, talking about the first-ever basketball game, which took place in 
Massachusetts in 1891. An extended excerpt of the interview was played. 
(NAISMITH.wav) – aired 12-15-15 – ATC/R – length: 2:47 --  airtimes: 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________SP/HI/KU_



7. J. Schafer talked to Matt Bergles, the author of a book called “Larry Saves the Prairie.” 
It’s about a western Kansas rancher – Larry Haverfield – who saw the prairie dog as an 
important part of preserving the prairie ecosystem, rather than as just a nuisance. It’s a 
true story.  The late Larry Haverfield had to work hard to persuade his fellow ranchers 
that prairie dogs were necessary animals, rather than simply pests. 
(P-DOG7.wav) – aired 12-17-15 – ME/R – length: 5:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________HI/ECO/AG/ED

8. Bryan Thompson reported for the Heartland Health Monitor on a program in Wichita 
that’s designed to reduce food waste by half over the next fifteen years. Thompson says 
that one key to the success of the project is the participation of a major Kansas grocery 
store chain. 
(BT-FOOD.wav) – aired 12-21-15 – ME/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________AG/RR/ECO/ENV

9. Harvest Public Media’s Luke Runyon reported on an effort amongst Christmas tree 
farmers to advertise and promote their fresh-cut products as artificial trees become more 
popular due to convenience issues. 
(HPM-XMAS.wav) – aired 12-23-15 – ATC/R – length: 3:46 – airtimes: 3:44pm. 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV 

10. Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda put together a retrospective of the major issues 
affecting the Kansas Legislature and statehouse politics throughout 2015. It was the 
longest legislative session in the state’s history, and featured intraparty discord and 
interparty squabbling over the major social and economic issues affecting Kansans. 
(SK-REVIEW.wav) – aired 12-31-15 – ME/R – length: 3:43 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________ECO/POL/ED/AG/HE/ENV


