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04/01/16 - West Kentucky Community and Technical College has begun looking for  a new president. 
According to a news release, the search began yesterday with Kentucky Community and Technical 
College System President Dr. Jay Box meeting with the college's board, faculty and staff members. 
WKCTC President Dr. Barbara Veazey announced on March 11 that she would retire June 30, after 
serving 14 years as WKCTC’s founding president after 42 years at the college. Dr. Box said finding a 
leader to succeed her would not be a simple task. 
 
04/02/16 - The director of a southern Illinois airport scheduled to open a new $14 million terminal this 
fall says the project is as much about handling existing capacity as it is about preparing for possible 
future growth. Williamson County Regional Airport Director Douglas Kimmel tells the (Carbondale) 
Southern Illinoisan the existing building has trouble accommodating larger charters. The new terminal 
will replace the existing, 17,000-square-foot facility built in 1972. About 70 percent of the cost is being 
paid under the Federal Aviation Administration's Airport Improvement Program designed in part to 
address capacity. The airport is the region's sole primary commercial service provider. The terminal is 
scheduled to open in September. 
 
04/04/16 - The American Stave Company is building a mill in Benton to produce barrel staves for the 
bourbon and whiskey industries. A news release from the governor's office says the $12 million project 
will create more than 40 full-time positions. The company plans to begin site work this spring, with the 
facility opening by July 2017. American Stave's first Kentucky mill opened in September in Rowan 
County. The Morehead Wood Products mill now employs 71 people. Both mills will supply cooperages 
in Lebanon and Missouri. According to its website, American is a subsidiary of the world's largest 
barrel maker, Independent Stave Company. Its founder began making barrels in 1912, and branched 
into the bourbon barrel business by 1951. 
 
04/05/16 - Verso Corporation today announced the closure of its Wickliffe paper mill. Approximately 
310 Wickliffe Mill employees were furloughed when the mill was idled in November 2015, while a 
smaller group remained at the mill to maintain critical systems during the marketing process.  Both 
groups of employees were notified that their last day of employment with Verso is expected to be June 
4. Represented employees will receive a severance allowance as outlined in a memorandum of 
agreement negotiated prior to the idling of the mill.  Salaried employees will receive a severance 
allowance in accordance with Verso's established severance policy. The shutdown of the mill is 
expected to be complete by July 1. 
 
04/07/16 - AT&T customers experienced service outages in parts of our area on Wednesday. Companies 
that track service interruptions and complaints showed a large area in western Kentucky was affected. 
More than half of the problems were apparently internet-related, with a third of the complaints related 
to telephone service. West Kentucky Star contacted an employee with AT&T media relations 
Wednesday afternoon, and got this response: "Due to a fiber cut, some customers in parts of western 
Kentucky may experience issues with their wireless, wireline and TV services. Technicians are on-site 
working to repair the damage and restore service.  We apologize for any inconvenience." Service-
tracking websites showed some Verizon customers in western Kentucky also experienced problems on 
Wednesday. It's not clear if the two companies share fiber, or if the outages were related. 
 
04/07/16 - A new Amtrak station in Fulton is apparently going to be coming afterall. Kenny Etherton 
with the Fulton Regional Transit Authority says even though the transit authority couldn't come up with 



the funds, a private citizen started a fund drive and raised the money. Etherton says Fulton County 
resident Jeff Campbell took on the fund raising project. Etherton says Campbell managed to raise about 
$25,000 over the initial goal to a total of about $85,000. Etherton tells West Kentucky Star that $20,000 
was given by public entities like the Fulton County Fiscal Court, and City of Fulton, with the rest 
coming from private donations. Construction is expected to be underway on the new approximately 
500 square foot station within the next few months, and is set for completion by the middle of summer. 
The new facility will be handicap accessible, and have security measures that the current station, a 
more than 40 year old single wide trailer, doesn't have. Architectual design for the new station was 
donated by a firm in Murray.  
 
04/08/16 - Paducah police are warning the public about a scam letter received by a local resident that 
appears to be from Publishers Clearing House. According to police, the letter includes a check for 
$7,500, “to cover insurance and attorney fees.” However, the recipient is advised to contact his claim 
manager before depositing the check. Upon contacting the claim manager, the recipient is advised to 
cash the check and send the money back to the company to cover the fees. The recipient also is advised 
that the prize information “must be kept strictly confidential, which means you are precluded from 
discussing your win with third parties.” The letter bears the Publishers Clearing House logo, along with 
those of AG Insurance, Walmart, JC Penney, Reader’s Digest and the Mega Millions lottery, which give 
it the appearance of legitimacy. The check enclosed, however, is written on the account of a furniture 
store in Manchester, CT. Police are reminding residents to be on the lookout for scams like this. They 
advise to send no money unless it is to a business or organization known to you and provide no 
personal information over the telephone.  
 
04/11/16 - Reports of racial epithets by some Southern Illinois University students at Carbondale 
campus residence hall forums have prompted an investigation by school officials. University 
spokeswoman Rae Goldsmith tells The (Carbondale) Southern Illinoisan the inquiry was launched in 
response to a formal complaint. Freshman Leilani Bartlett, who's black, alleges in a video posted online 
that during open forums at her dormitory earlier this month, student supporters of Republican 
presidential candidate Donald Trump used the N-word and said black students should "go back to 
Africa," among other things. Interim Chancellor Brad Colwell responded with an open letter calling on 
students to uphold "values of respect for individuals, diversity and inclusion." 
 
04/11/16 - Kentucky's Democratic attorney general has sued his state's Republican governor, saying he 
overstepped his authority when he ordered budget cuts for state colleges and universities without 
legislative approval. Republican Gov. Matt Bevin has proposed $650 million in state spending cuts 
over the next two years as part of a plan to begin paying down the state's public pension debt, estimated 
at more than $30 billion. Part of that plan included budget reductions of 4.5 percent, or $41 million, for 
the state's colleges and universities in the last three months of the fiscal year. State lawmakers rejected 
that plan. But Bevin cut their budgets anyway, and Attorney General Andy Beshear gave Bevin seven 
days to rescind his order. Bevin ignored him. On Monday Beshear announced he had filed a lawsuit.  
 
04/14/16 - Kentucky's legislative leaders have agreed to a two-year operating budget that will pay the 
community college tuition for all Kentucky high school graduates while spending more than $1 billion 
on the state's public pension debt. House and Senate leaders announced the agreement shortly after 3 
a.m. Thursday, the culmination of weeks of secret meetings punctuated by political breakdowns that 
threatened to shut down state government. The agreement must still be approved by the full state 
legislature Friday, but leaders of both chambers said they expected to have plenty of votes to pass it. 
Republican Gov. Matt Bevin and his veto pen will have the final say on the deal. In a news release, 
Bevin's office says the budget places a meaningful investment in the pensions system for the first time 



in decades. 
 
04/18/16 - Officials are warning Kentucky college students about schemes seeking a large fee and 
personal information to provide student loan debt relief services. Attorney General Andy Beshear and 
Bluegrass Community and Technical College President Augusta Julian spoke last week on the school's 
Newtown Campus in Lexington and issued a news release about the problem. Beshear says students' 
loan companies already offer all loan services free. He said students should contact their current 
company for changes to a repayment plan. Julian said it's frustrating that the scheme targets vulnerable 
students. 
 
04/21/16 - Three students were injured when a school bus crashed in Graves County Thursday 
afternoon. According to the Graves County Sheriff's Office, the wreck happened around 3:45 pm on 
KY 385 between Cuba and Pilot Oak. Deputies said the school bus was traveling northbound on KY 
385 when the tires dropped off the right side of the roadway in a curve. The bus traveled onto the 
shoulder of the road, struck a guide wire for a utility pole and a driveway culvert. The bus driver, 43-
year-old Shyla Chalker of Mayfield, was able to guide the bus back onto the roadway but over 
corrected, causing the bus to travel across both lanes of traffic and run off the left shoulder of the road. 
The bus then struck an earth embankment and a fence before coming to rest in a ditch. Two students on 
the bus were transported to Jackson Purchase Medical Center by Mayfield/Graves County EMS for 
treatment of their injuries. Deputies said one had a leg injury and the other had a shoulder injury. A 
third student was transported by his parents to Jackson Purchase Medical Center a few hours after the 
collision for a possible head injury. 
 
04/23/16 - A Florida fugitive was arrested in Ballard County after he was spotted driving recklessly. 
About 2:30 pm Wednesday, LaCenter Police Chief Kevin Green got an anonymous tip that someone 
was driving a Jeep through town recklessly on Highway 60. He spotted the vehicle as it was turning 
into LaCenter Motel and spoke to a the male driver and female passenger. The driver did not have 
identification and initially gave Green a false name and date of birth, but it was later determined that he 
was James W. Gardner of Florida. The woman, Judith Conkling of Paducah, was the owner of the 
vehicle, and Garnder's mother. An NCIC criminal database check revealed that Gardner was wanted by 
the Lee County Sheriff's Department in Florida. Gardner was listed as a sex offender on felony 
probation for possession of child pornography and was listed as a violent offender. He admitted to 
police that he had cut off his ankle monitor, fled the Fort Myers area, and had been hiding out in 
Kentucky with his mom for the last 2-3 weeks.  
 
04/24/16 - A fire at South Highland Country Club in Mayfield has left the building destroyed. The 
Graves County Sheriff's Office is reporting that the fire started Sunday afternoon, and that crews 
worked for several hours to extinguish the blaze. The building was reportedly a total loss. No injuries 
were reported, and officials have not yet released what caused the fire.  
 
04/26/16 - Murray businessman Chuck Jones has filed for chapter 7 bankruptcy. West Kentucky Star 
has obtained Jones' petition for individual bankruptcy dated April 21, which itemizes Jones' debts 
totaling more than $76 million to 78 different creditors. Jones was the owner of the now defunct 
Southeastern Book Company and several other Murray based businesses. He was sued in 2012 by 
textbook publishers McGraw-Hill and Pearson Education for allegedly producing counterfeit versions 
of their textbooks. 
 
04/27/16 - Hickman County Property Valuation Administrator Amanda Ballentine is facing assault 
charges stemming from an alleged incident at her Clinton home on Friday evening. In a criminal 



complaint filed Monday in Hickman County District Court, Tracey Clark Ballantine says that at 9:30 
Friday evening Amanda attacked her, grabbed her hair, struck her repeatedly, pulled her to the ground 
and choked her, causing physical injury. Amanda was later charged with fourth degree assault. Tracey 
said she went to the home Friday evening to check on her sick daughter, but did not go inside. Some 
time later she says Amanda arrived at the house and immediately began assaulting her. Amanda's 
attorney, Bryan Wilson told West Kentucky Star that his client was trying to defend herself during the 
incident in question. Tracey says she has not been notified of any emergency protective orders against 
her. She called Amanda's claims of self defense "absurd", saying that she was the one who was 
attacked.  
 
04/28/16 - A new home manufacturing facility will soon be opening in Benton, creating up to 150 new 
jobs. Gov. Matt Bevin announced Thursday that housing manufacturer Champion Home Builders Inc. 
plans to lease a 100,000 square-foot building on Venture Lane, and will be spending $6.3 million on 
new state-of-the-art equipment, as well as refurbishing existing equipment to build manufactured 
homes. The Kentucky Economic Development Finance Authority has preliminarily approved $2.25 
million in tax incentives for the company. 
 
04/29/16 - Eight teenagers have been treated for injuries after police say a van ran a stop sign and hit a 
school bus picking up students Friday morning in Paducah. The Paducah Police Department says 60-
year-old George Vick, of Paducah told police he was slowing his school bus on Oscar Cross Avenue 
to pick up children when a van ran a stop sign at Oscar Cross and South 11th Street and hit the bus in 
the side. Police said the driver of the van, 63-year-old Byron Faulkner, of Paducah said his brakes 
failed and he was unable to stop. Minor to moderate damage was reported to both vehicles. Neither 
driver was reported injured. Four students on the bus were taken by ambulance and four were taken by 
private vehicle to Baptist Health Paducah for treatment. All complained of minor pain to their right 
sides, reports said. 
 
05/02/16 - Sunday morning's 3.5 magnitude quake epicenterd in La Center is a gentle reminder of how 
active the ground is along the New Madrid Fault Line. Mitch Withers, the Seismic Networks Director 
at the Earthquake Center at the University of Memphis, says the chances of our area getting an even 
stronger quake are somewhat high. "We believe that there's a 25 to 40% chance of a magnitude 6 
(earthquake) in the next 50 years. And a magnitude 6 is certainly enough to do some damage.  And 
there's about a 7-10% chance of a repeat of the 1811 and1812 earthquakes in the next 50 years," 
Withers tells West Kentucky Star. Withers says it's also important to realize the ground waves created 
by earthquakes travel much farther in this part of the country, versus a place like California.  
 
05/05/16 - Aeropostale, once the vibrant epicenter of the U.S. mall scene, is seeking Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection and closing 20 percent of its stores in North America. The New York company 
said Wednesday that it is closing 113 of its 739 U.S. Stores, including the Paducah store in Kentucky 
Oaks Mall, and all 41 locations in Canada. Going-out-of-business sales at those U.S. stores will begin 
this weekend. Aeropostale expects to emerge from bankruptcy protection within six months as a 
smaller company after renegotiating contracts and resolving an ongoing dispute with the investment 
firm Sycamore Partners, a major shareholder that pushed through changes in company leadership. 
 
05/05/16 - McCracken County Sheriff Jon Hayden says his department needs more money to hire and 
keep deputies. At a budget workshop Wednesday evening, Hayden made a presentation to the 
McCracken County Fiscal Court about current and future manpower shortages that he says will cripple 
the department’s ability to maintain current services. Hayden presented a report on a study that details 
the department's budgetary woes. He said that under the department's current pay structure, there is no 



incentive for deputies to stay. He noted that the Paducah Police Department and many other agencies 
pay their officers on average $10,000 per year more, with better benefits and with less workload. 
Hayden said that three officers have already left the department for other jobs within the past month, 
and at least 11 additional deputies are reportedly about to leave. Hayden said this will severely impact 
his agency's ability to serve most of its functions.  
 
05/05/16 - Gov. Matt Bevin was joined Thursday by Paducah's Guess family and bill co-sponsors Sen. 
Dorsey Ridley and Sen. Mike Wilson, for the ceremonial signing of Senate Bill 228, which gives a 
statewide definition for bullying in the K-12 school system. Morgan Guess, daughter of Craig and 
Susan Guess, was bullied by a classmate when she was eight years old. She didn’t tell anyone and 
suffered in silence until her mom discovered when Morgan started experiencing stomach spasms and 
panic attacks. Morgan’s pediatrician diagnosed her as clinically depressed and prescribed anti-
depressants. Susan Guess told her that bad things are going to happen in life, and that Morgan could 
choose to ignore it, blame others or be part of the solution. The duo decided to start the Guess Anti-
Bullying foundation and have since been nationally recognized for their work. They have raised nearly 
$50,000, which they used to bring speakers to local schools, among other projects like hosting the 
international Inside Out Project.  
 
05/05/16 - Remington Outdoor Company announced its plan Thursday to close its firearms plant in 
Mayfield. Approximately 200 employees will lose their jobs. The Mayfield operation will be 
consolidated into Remington's Huntsville, AL operation. Company officials said the closure is 
necessary to become more organizationally focused and competitive. The closure will take place over 
the course of several months. The Mayfield facility has been in operation for nearly 20 years. 
According to a Remington press release, employees will be given severance pay as well as offered a 
service which will help them find new jobs. 
 
05/08/16 - Former state agriculture commissioner and University of Kentucky basketball star Richie 
Farmer, who went to prison for violating state ethics and campaign finance laws, has filed for 
bankruptcy. Farmer filed a Chapter 7 petition May 4 in U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District 
of Kentucky. The Lexington Herald-Leader reports Farmer indicated he is unemployed and living on 
$194 in monthly food stamps. The petition also noted that his parents give him an estimated $400 each 
month. The petition listed assets of about $24,000, most of it in his state pension, and liabilities of 
about $386,000. Farmer left a federal prison in West Virginia in December after serving a 27-month 
sentence for misappropriating government resources while in office, including having state workers 
build a basketball court at his house.  
 
05/10/16 - A tornado ripped through Mayfield and Graves County Tuesday afternoon, leveling homes 
and businesses and scattering debris for miles. Kentucky State Police say 10 people suffered minor 
injuries and were treated at Jackson Purchase Medical Center. Most of the damage was along Highway 
45, north of Mayfield. Much of the residential damage was along Wayne Drive, off of Highway 45. 
Graves County Sheriff Dewayne Redmon said there was also structural damage along Hwy 121 North, 
Hwy 80 West and on Sullivan Road and Jim Town Road. He said roofs were blown off a few homes 
and some chicken barns were damaged. He also said there were multiple trees down.  
 
05/11/16 - Graves County Sheriff Dewayne Redmon left no doubt where his mind stood about 
Tuesday's tornado that struck the county:  "God saved our kids yesterday." Redmon insisted that he 
wasn't an overly religious person that attended church regularly, but he said he witnessed the path of the 
tornado change direction as the twister was approaching multiple different county school buildings that 
were full of well over 2400 kids. An emotional Redmon proceeded to tell parents during the 



Wednesday morning news conference that they should go to church on Sunday, get on their knees, and 
thank God for what He did to protect as many people as He did Tuesday. Redmon went on to say that 
damage easily totaled in the millions across the county, and that crews were still assessing the extent of 
the damage.  
 
05/11/16 - Tuesday's Mayfield tornado peaked at the low end of the EF-3 scale, with 140 mile an hour 
winds, according to damage assessments by the National Weather Service. Rick Shanklin, the Warning 
Coordination Meteorologist at the NWS Paducah office, called the tornado "massive" at 400 yards 
wide, leaving a damage trail of 15 miles from Mayfield into Marshall County. As an example of the 
tornado's power, Shanklin said one car was swept up by the tornado and carried 150-175 yards in the 
air.  
 
05/11/16 - In what's being described as a "highly inappropropriate racial remark," officials with the 
Massac County School District in Metropolis are conducting an investigation over a banner that was 
displayed at the entrance to the district's high school. School Superintendent Dennis Smith released a 
statment late Wednesday morning, indicating that the incident happened on Wednesday morning in 
what's being described as an "unsanctioned senior prank day." Smith went on to say some students 
apparently hung a banner with the apparent racial remarks at the entrance to the high school with a 
message being described as "highly inappropriate," but did not disclose the words used.  A photo 
submitted to West Kentucky Star clearly identifies an "N" word (West Kentucky Star has blurred the 
offensive word in the photo) that is widely considered racially offensive. Smith says the message in no 
way is representative of the senior class, or the Unit 1 schools. He says the Board of Education and 
Administration are grieved over the incident, and an investigation has been launched.  
 
05/12/16 - An employee of the Western Kentucky Correctional Complex in Fredonia has been charged 
with sexual assault of an inmate. Kentucky State Police were contacted Wednesday by the facility about 
a formal complaint. Their investigation determined that 41-year-old Robbie E. Markham of Eddyville 
was an employee of Correct Care Solutions, and working as a vendor at the prison as Medical Director. 
Markham has allegedly had an ongoing sexual relationship with an inmate since March. As part of the 
investigation, Markham’s vehicle was also searched, where a gun and ammo were found. Markham has 
been charged with 10 counts of 3rd degree rape, 7 counts of 3rd degree sodomy, 10 counts of 2nd 
degree sexual abuse, and 1st degree promoting contraband.  She was taken to the Caldwell County Jail.  
 
05/14/16 - A race car driver is behind bars after police say he hit an employee of Paducah International 
Raceway with his car. According to the McCracken County Sheriff's Department, just before 10 pm on 
Friday, deputies responded to the incident at Paducah International Raceway. Deputies said 38-year-old 
Jason Wallace of Paducah, was operating a yellow colored dirt track race car on the racetrack when it 
struck a track worker, identified as 54-year-old David K. McCracken of Benton. Deputies say David 
McCracken suffered serious physical injuries and was transported to Lourdes Hospital by Mercy 
Regional EMS. He was later airlifted to Vanderbilt University Medical Center for further treatment of 
his injuries. Wallace was subsequently arrested and charged with operating a motor Vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol, 1st offense aggravated, as well as assault 1st degree, a class B felony. He was 
booked in to the McCracken County Regional Jail.   
 
05/15/16 - Illinois State Police said that the man hiding in a remote area of Pope County and suspected 
in a police shooting was shot and killed in an early morning shootout with authorities. At a press 
conference Sunday, ISP announced that Dracy "Clint" Pendleton was killed in an early-morning 
shootout inside an abandoned house in the Lusk Creek wilderness area. During the exchange an FBI 
agent was shot and wounded. The name and condition of the agent was not disclosed, but he is 



expected to recover. Pendleton was reportedly spotted by police late Saturday night near the Sulphur 
Springs cemetery, and pursued to a nearby abandoned house. Pendleton was charged with attempted 
murder in the May 7 shooting of a Mahomet, Illinois police officer during a traffic stop. A state trooper 
pursuing Pendleton struck and killed a 26-year-old woman who was driving her van about 45 miles 
away. The manhunt continued for more than one week, with authorities closing a portion of the national 
forest. 
 
05/15/16 - Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders stopped in Paducah Sunday, and spoke to 
a standing-room only crowd at the Julian Carroll Convention Center. During his speech to a crowd 
organizers estimated at 3,500 people, Sanders took shots at a couple of politicians from Kentucky, 
starting with Governor Matt Bevin. Sanders also criticized US Senator Mitch McConnell for supporting 
Citizens United. The U.S. senator from Vermont hopes for a victory in Kentucky when voters head to 
the polls in the state's Democratic primary on May 17. He clinched victories over front-runner Hillary 
Clinton in both Indiana and West Virginia. 
 
05/16/16 - Murray State University announced Monday that it will be ending its men's tennis program. 
MSU Director of Athletics Allen Ward said the move is the result of recent state budget cuts. Ward says 
this has been a difficult time for the university, and that the decision to eliminate the program was not 
taken lightly. He said all areas of the university were evaluated as part of the response to budget cuts.  
Ward says the school is prepared to assist student athletes affected by the decision, and that Coach Mel 
Purcell will remain involved with the program.  
 
05/16/16 - With less than 24 hours until voters cast their ballots in the Presidential Primary, former 
Secretary of State and Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton made a "surprise" visit to Little Castle 
Restaurant in Lone Oak, as part of a criss-cross journey across the Commonwealth. Clinton was 
greeted with cheers as she entered the restaurant. Some folks in the restaurant were unaware that she 
was coming, including some who are supporting Republican Donald Trump. She urged supporters to 
get out and vote so she can increase her lead over Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders as she attempts to 
lock up the Democratic Party's nomination. 
 
05/16/16 - As the cleanup continues in Graves County following last week's severe weather, one county 
official is wondering out loud why he hasn't heard from the governor's office. Tuesday marked the one-
week anniversary of the tornado that ripped through Mayfield and Graves County that left multiple 
homes and businesses destroyed and injured 10 people. Graves County Judge-Executive Jesse Perry 
says he finds it strange that he hasn't heard from Governor Matt Bevin or anyone from his office. Perry, 
a Democrat, said the governor's office hasn't contacted him, Graves County Sheriff Dewayne Redmon 
or EMS Director Davant Ramage. Perry said he's hoping to hear from the governor's office soon. 
 
05/17/16 - Paducah voters have spoken, and Mayor Gayle Kaler and challenger Brandi Harless will be 
moving on to the November mayoral election. In somewhat of an upset, Harless got 2177 votes to 
Kaler's 1816. This secures each a spot on the November ballot. Arthur Baskin came in a distant third, 
with 563 votes. Local businessman Buzz Vontesmar received 372 votes, and Louis Elliott Polach, who 
dropped out of the race previously got about 100 votes.  
 
05/17/16 - Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders will each pick up at least 25 delegates Tuesday in 
Kentucky's presidential primary, in a race that's too close to call. The two candidates are locked in a 
virtual dead heat, with Clinton getting 212,318 votes to Sanders' 210,505, with 99 percent of precints 
reporting. Just 118 short of the delegates needed to win the Democratic presidential nomination, Hillary 
Clinton remains on track to do so by early June.  



 
05/22/16 - The body of a family dog missing since a tornado ripped though Graves County has been 
found. Matt James, his girlfriend Brie Keyes, and other friends and family had been frantically 
searching the area for his 2-year-old Blue Heeler dog, Ruger since the May 10 twister destroyed his 
home along the 200 block of Nelson Lane. James was thrown across the property, and was holding 
Ruger when the tornado hit. He said the storm ripped Ruger from his hands as he was taking shelter in 
a garage. Ruger was found Friday afternoon near the area where the storm struck. In a somber 
statement on social media, James and Keyes expressed sadness and thanked everyone who helped in 
the effort to find their beloved pet.  
 
05/23/16 - Fleming Furniture Owner Danny Kelley has been indicted by a McCracken County Grand 
Jury on 12 counts of "theft by failure to make required disposition of property", according to the 
McCracken County Circuit Clerk's Office. Back in February, Paducah Police arrested Kelley after a 
six-month investigation. At that time he was charged with seven counts of "theft by failure to make 
required disposition of property over $500", one count of "theft by failure to make required disposition 
of property over $10,000", one count of "theft of services over $500", and one count of "theft by 
deception over $500". He was also served two summonses for "theft by failure to make required 
disposition of property under $500". In February, McCracken County Attorney Sam Clymer told West 
Kentucky Star that the charges stemmed from customers allegedly not receiving furniture they paid for. 
 
05/25/16 - Kentucky State Police are investigating a Wednesday afternoon accidental shooting 
involving a Graves County Sheriff's Deputy. KSP Troopers responded at around 12:45 pm to an 
apparent accidental shooting at the home of Graves County Sheriff’s Sergeant David Warner. 
Investigators said Warner returned home at the end of an overtime shift and as he was unloading an off-
duty firearm, he accidentally discharged one round, striking his 17-year-old stepdaughter. Police said 
the teen was taken by Mayfield Fire and EMS to Baptist Health Hospital for treatment of non life-
threatening injuries. She was listed in stable condition.     
 
06/03/16 - An Amtrak passenger train struck and killed a male pedestrian early Friday morning in 
Carlisle County. Amtrak released this statement to West Kentucky Star: "Amtrak train 58 came into 
contact with a trespasser today in Arlington, Ky. The incident happened at 2:12 am.  At the time of the 
incident, 158 passengers were on the train. There are no reported injuries to passengers or crew 
members. Carlisle County Sheriff's Department is handling the investigation. Amtrak is cooperating 
with the investigation. Train 58 is the City of New Orleans, which travels daily between New Orleans 
and Chicago." Carlisle County Emergency Management Director, Josh Glover, told West Kentucky Star 
that the Carlisle County Coroner was called to the scene. Additional information about the identity of 
the male is expected from the County Coroner soon. 
 
06/03/16 - Pilgrim's Pride is expanding its Graves County plant, a move that is expected to create up to 
157 new jobs. Gov. Matt Bevin today congratulated the poultry producer, following the announcement 
of a $24 million project to increase production at the facility. The Governor's Communication Office 
says 141 of the jobs are designated for Kentuckians as part of the company's incentive agreement with 
the Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development. New positions include management, maintenance, 
production and sanitation. The investment also will cover the cost of new processing machinery and 
equipment. Company officials reportedly plan to clear a section of the plant and install new equipment 
during two weeks in October. Pilgrim's says it will be retooling the facility to upgrade its deboning and 
marinating capacity.   
 
06/03/16 - Muhammad Ali, the magnificent heavyweight champion whose fast fists and irrepressible 



personality transcended sports and captivated the world, has died. He was 74. Ali suffered for years 
from Parkinson's disease, which ravaged his body but could never dim his larger-than-life presence. A 
towering figure in his prime, he still traveled and made appearances in his later years despite being 
muted by the thousands of hits he took during his remarkable career. He was hospitalized in Phoenix 
with respiratory problems earlier this week, and his family gathered around him. He died Friday night, 
according to a statement from the family. 
 
06/07/16 - The names of the two Mayfield police officers who were suspended Monday have been 
made public. Mayfield Mayor Teresa Rochetti-Cantrell confirmed on Tuesday that Major Shannon 
Keller and Lieutenant Chris Watkins are suspended without pay and an investigation is underway. 
Rochetti-Cantrell is still unable to release specific information as to what led to the officers' 
suspensions but she said formal charges could be brought against Keller and Watkins as early as next 
week. She would not say what those charges are. Stacey Blankenship, a special attorney who deals with 
uniformed employee issues for the City of Mayfield, is handling the case. 
 
06/09/16 - A Paducah woman has died, after falling at Garden of the Gods on Wednesday. A press 
release from Saline County 911 Thursday morning said 37-year-old Melissa A. Riley was from 
Owensboro, but Lindsey Funeral Home in Paducah confirmed Riley is a local resident who had lived in 
Owensboro for a few years, but had recently moved back to the area. Saline County authorities got a 
911 call at 10:45 am Wednesday about a woman who had fallen about 100 feet, near the Table Rock 
formation at the Garden of the Gods. She was pronounced dead the scene by the Saline County 
Coroner. Foul play is not suspected in the fall.  
 
06/10/16 - A minor quake that was strong enough for people to feel happened early Friday morning in 
northwest Tennessee.  There have been at least six other quakes that were too minor to be felt over the 
past several days. According to the United States Geological Survey, the biggest of the seven quakes 
was a magnitude 2.9 earthquake that happened at around 3:40 am on Friday with an epicenter near 
Ridgely, Tennessee, which is about fifteen miles south of the Kentucky state line. The latest quake 
comes on the heels of six other tremors within a 24-hour period, on Wednesday and Thursday.  The 
USGS reports a 1.9 at 3:56 pm on Wednesday was epicentered near New Madrid, Missouri, a 1.7 at 
11:06 pm Wednesday was epicentered near Manila, Arkansas, a 2.2 at 4;23 am on Thursday, 1.6 at 5:23 
pm on Thursday, another 1.6 at 5:57 pm on Thursday, and a 1.8 at 8:13 pm on Thursday, were all 
epicentered near Ridgely. 
 
06/11/16 - A fire late Friday night or early Saturday morning at the under construction Cracker Barrel 
in Mayfield looks like it damaged at least the front one fourth to one third of the restaurant. Mayfield 
Mayor Teresa Rochetti-Cantrell tells West Kentucky Star that damage appeared to be limited to the 
front area of the building.  The cause of the fire is not yet known. Graves County Sheriff Dewayne 
Redmon says that investigators are looking into the suspicious fire. The blaze was reported at around 
1:30 am  Saturday, 911 dispatch received a call of a fire at the construction site of the restaurant on 
US45 North. Cracker Barrel had representatives on the scene Saturday morning, according to Redmon, 
and they told investigators that construction plans are still moving forward.   
 
06/13/16 - The Boone County Sheriff's Department says Kentucky senior forward Derek Willis was 
found lying in the street and stated that he had "a lot" to drink when he was arrested for public 
intoxication. The arrest citation obtained Monday by The Associated Press says that a deputy observed 
Willis lying outside the open driver's side door of a car and had to awaken him Saturday morning in 
Union, Kentucky. The citation adds that the deputy noticed a "strong odor" of alcohol coming from 
Willis and the car and said he had extremely slurred speech. Willis was arrested for a first and second 



offense and later released after paying a $50 bond. A Kentucky athletics spokeswoman said the school 
is aware of the situation and gathering information and won't comment. 
 
06/14/16 - Kentucky overdose deaths rose 16 percent in 2015, the first year state lawmakers toughened 
penalties for traffickers and increased spending on addiction programs. The 2015 Overdose Fatality 
Report shows 1,248 people died of drug overdoses in Kentucky last year compared to 1,071 deaths in 
2014. Heroin accounted for 28 percent of all overdose deaths. But state officials were most concerned 
with fentanyl, an opioid often mixed with heroin. Fentanyl accounted for 421 overdose deaths in 2015, 
or 34 percent of all overdose deaths in the state. In 2014, fentanyl accounted for 121 overdose deaths. 
Regionally, McCracken County came in number one in overdose deaths from 2012-2015, with 69 
deaths. Marshall County had the highest number of deaths as a percentage of population. Jefferson 
County, which includes Louisville, had the most overdose deaths overall and the largest increase of 
deaths with 204 more than the previous year.  
 
06/16/16 - A line of severe thunderstorms rolled through the area Wednesday afternoon, bringing high 
winds, small hail and wind damage. At around 1:20 pm, the National Weather Service received a report 
of high winds snapping and uprooting trees two miles northeast of Lovelaceville, along US Highway 
62. Trees down along US Highway 641 south of Benton and along Oak Level Road near the 
Marshall/Graves County line were also reported. Structural damage to barns and trees were reported on 
Wadesboro Road 6 miles west of Benton. A Kirksey man was killed after a falling tree struck his 
vehicle.   
 
06/17/16 - One of the Mayfield police officers being investigated for violating departmental regulations 
has resigned. Mayor Teresa Rochetti-Cantrell said in a statement that Lt. Chris Watkins resigned on 
Friday, and he is no longer being investigated. Both Watkins and Maj. Shannon Keller were suspended 
without pay on June 6. Keller is still being investigated, and according to Rochetti-Cantrell could face 
formal charges.  
 
06/20/16 - Another Mayfield police officer being investigated for allegedly violating departmental 
regulations has resigned. Mayor Teresa Rochetti-Cantrell says Maj. Shannon Keller, who was 
suspended on June 6, resigned Monday amid the ongoing investigation into possible violations of 
departmental regulations. Lt. Chris Watkins, who was also under investigation, resigned on Friday.  
Rochetti-Cantrell said neither officer will be investigated further. Had the investigation continued, 
Rochetti-Cantrell said both officers could have faced formal charges. Officials have not released details 
about the specific nature of the alleged violations.  
 
06/22/16 - A Paducah physician is facing up to 113 years in prison for his alleged role in a scheme to 
obtain pain medication illegally. The U.S. Attorney's Office says 46-year-old Dr. Sean P. McDonald has 
been charged with fraudulent possession of a controlled substance, wire fraud and making false 
statements related to health care matters. Prosecutors say McDonald devised a scheme to obtain 
prescription pain medication while he was a treating physician at Lourdes Hospital and Western Baptist 
Hospital by falsely misrepresenting that he was removing medications for hospitalized patients, falsely 
possessing the controlled substances, and then falsely causing a request for payment to be sent from the 
two Paducah hospitals to the insurance carriers of the patients. The alleged crimes reportedly took place 
between February 2009 and November 2010. During this time, officials say McDonald made false and 
fraudulent statements to insurance carriers indicating that he had provided medication to patients when 
he had not. They also say McDonald wrote prescriptions for Dilauded, a Schedule II controlled 
substance to patients, when in fact he never provided the medication to them. If convicted at trial, 
McDonald could face a combined maximum term of imprisonment of 113 years, a combined maximum 



fine of $3,000,000 and a three year term of supervised release.  
 
06/23/16 - Investigators have determined that the fire that damaged the Graves County Cracker Barrel 
earlier this month was accidental. The fire started around 1:30 am Saturday June 11, and caused 
extensive damage to the front porch area of the restaurant still under construction. An investigator with 
the State Fire Marshal’s office said it was an accidental fire, which started in a cardboard bin located by 
the front door. The bin contained construction debris. The cause of the fire has not yet been determined, 
but investigators think the most likely cause was a floor finish material, which is highly flammable, 
being discarded into the cardboard bin. Cracker Barrel representatives said the restaurant near Mayfield 
is still scheduled to open later this summer. 
 
06/26/16 - The community did it. With the help of hundreds of volunteers, Paducah's newest handicap-
accessible playground is the only such community-built facility in this entire region. The new $200,000 
playground at 13th Street and Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive includes a 4,000 square foot play area that 
features a rope wall, rock wall, along with a variety of castles, swings, slides and monkey bars for 
children of all ages and abilities. The playground features many iconic symbols of Paducah including a 
riverboat, as well as the Market House Theater. John Williams, Jr., president of the Rotary Club of 
Paducah, said this was the way the club wanted to close out its first 100 years of service. Hundreds of 
people were on hand for Sunday's ceremony, many of whom had previously pitched in during 900 four-
hour work shifts with saws, drills, rakes and shovels. The volunteer list included crews from area 
businesses, churches and schools, and individuals who ranged from students, firemen, to plant workers, 
retirees and city officials. 
 
06/28/16 - Prohibition in the City of Mayfield has come to an end. Voters approved packaged alcohol 
sales by a 388-vote margin in Tuesday's special election. There were 1,356 “Yes” votes and 968 “No” 
votes. The “Yes” votes carried all nine precincts. Graves County Clerk Barry Kennemore said turnout 
for Tuesday's local option election was 37.5 percent. Packaged alcohol sales in the city limits will not 
begin immediately. The city will have to set hours of operation and other rules for businesses seeking 
the different types of alcohol sales licenses. 
 
06/29/16 - Four western Kentucky State Park resorts will receive an estimated $3.7 million in safety 
and aesthetic improvements over the next two years. The funding is part of the $18 million approved 
this year by Gov. Matt Bevin and the General Assembly. The improvements include structural repairs, 
painting and interior and exterior upgrades. The work for the "Refreshing the Finest" campaign will be 
carried out through 2017. Planned upgrades at the four resort parks include painting and repairing the 
exterior of the lodge and convention center at Lake Barkley State Resort Park; lodge repairs and 
painting at Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park; painting the tennis center and lodge at Kenlake 
State Resort Park; and repairing and painting some cottages at Pennyrile Forest State Resort Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


