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1. Verso Corporation today announced the closure of its Wickliffe paper mill. Approximately 310 
Wickliffe Mill employees were furloughed when the mill was idled in November 2015, while a 
smaller group remained at the mill to maintain critical systems during the marketing 
process.  Both groups of employees were notified that their last day of employment with Verso 
is expected to be June 4. Represented employees will receive a severance allowance as outlined 
in a memorandum of agreement negotiated prior to the idling of the mill.  Salaried employees 
will receive a severance allowance in accordance with Verso's established severance policy. The 
shutdown of the mill is expected to be complete by July 1. 

 
2. A new home manufacturing facility will soon be opening in Benton, creating up to 150 new 

jobs. Gov. Matt Bevin announced Thursday that housing manufacturer Champion Home 
Builders Inc. plans to lease a 100,000 square-foot building on Venture Lane, and will be 
spending $6.3 million on new state-of-the-art equipment, as well as refurbishing existing 
equipment to build manufactured homes. The Kentucky Economic Development Finance 
Authority has preliminarily approved $2.25 million in tax incentives for the company. 

 
3. Aeropostale, once the vibrant epicenter of the U.S. mall scene, is seeking Chapter 11 

bankruptcy protection and closing 20 percent of its stores in North America. The New York 
company said Wednesday that it is closing 113 of its 739 U.S. Stores, including the Paducah 
store in Kentucky Oaks Mall, and all 41 locations in Canada.  

 
4. McCracken County Sheriff Jon Hayden says his department needs more money to hire and keep 

deputies. At a budget workshop Wednesday evening, Hayden made a presentation to the 
McCracken County Fiscal Court about current and future manpower shortages that he says will 
cripple the department’s ability to maintain current services. Hayden presented a report on a 
study that details the department's budgetary woes. He said that under the department's current 
pay structure, there is no incentive for deputies to stay.  

 
5. Remington Outdoor Company announced its plan Thursday to close its firearms plant in 

Mayfield. Approximately 200 employees will lose their jobs. The Mayfield operation will be 
consolidated into Remington's Huntsville, AL operation. Company officials said the closure is 
necessary to become more organizationally focused and competitive. The closure will take 
place over the course of several months.  

 
6. A tornado ripped through Mayfield and Graves County Tuesday afternoon, leveling homes and 

businesses and scattering debris for miles. Kentucky State Police say 10 people suffered minor 
injuries and were treated at Jackson Purchase Medical Center. Most of the damage was along 
Highway 45, north of Mayfield. Much of the residential damage was along Wayne Drive, off of 
Highway 45. 

 
7. Murray State University announced Monday that it will be ending its men's tennis program. 

MSU Director of Athletics Allen Ward said the move is the result of recent state budget cuts. 
Ward says this has been a difficult time for the university, and that the decision to eliminate the 
program was not taken lightly. He said all areas of the university were evaluated as part of the 
response to budget cuts. Ward says the school is prepared to assist student athletes affected by 



the decision, and that Coach Mel Purcell will remain involved with the program.  
 

8. Pilgrim's Pride is expanding its Graves County plant, a move that is expected to create up to 
157 new jobs. Gov. Matt Bevin today congratulated the poultry producer, following the 
announcement of a $24 million project to increase production at the facility. The Governor's 
Communication Office says 141 of the jobs are designated for Kentuckians as part of the 
company's incentive agreement with the Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development. 

 
9. A Paducah physician is facing up to 113 years in prison for his alleged role in a scheme to 

obtain pain medication illegally. The U.S. Attorney's Office says 46-year-old Dr. Sean P. 
McDonald has been charged with fraudulent possession of a controlled substance, wire fraud 
and making false statements related to health care matters.  

 
10. Investigators have determined that the fire that damaged the Graves County Cracker Barrel 

earlier this month was accidental. The fire started around 1:30 am Saturday June 11, and caused 
extensive damage to the front porch area of the restaurant still under construction. An 
investigator with the State Fire Marshal’s office said it was an accidental fire, which started in a 
cardboard bin located by the front door. The bin contained construction debris. The cause of the 
fire has not yet been determined, but investigators think the most likely cause was a floor finish 
material, which is highly flammable, being discarded into the cardboard bin. 

 
 


