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ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

OCTOBER 1, 2016 – DECEMBER 31, 2016 



ARTS

THE HISPANIC HERITAGE AWARDS
Airdate/Time:   10/1/16, 2pm; 10/3/2016, 5am
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Program offers coverage of the country's highest tribute to Latinos by Latinos. The program 
included performances and appearances by celebrated Hispanic artists. Honorees include Sonia 
Sotomayor, Junot Diaz, Angelica Maria, J Balvin and more.

GREAT PERFORMANCES #4010: GRAMMY SALUTE TO MUSIC LEGENDS
Airdate/Time:   10/14/16, 9pm; 10/17/16, 2am 
Length:  2.5 hours  

Description:  All-star concert salutes The Recording Academy's Lifetime Achievement,Trustee and Music 
Educator award winners. Honorees include Ruth Brown, Celia Cruz, Earth, Wind & Fire, Herbie Hancock, 
Jefferson Airplane, Linda Ronstadt, John Cage and more. 

HAMILTON’S AMERICA
Airdate/Time:  10/21/16, 9pm & 10:30pm; 10/22/16, 4pm; 10/23/16, 12:30pm; 10/25/16, 1:30am; 10/27/16, 
9pm
Length:  90-minutes  

Description:   GREAT PERFORMANCES follows the creation of Lin-Manuel Miranda's pop culture 
Broadway phenomenon, Hamilton, and the history behind it. Interviews with Presidents Barack Obama and 
George W. Bush, Nas, Questlove, Stephen Sondheim and more.

ALVIN AILEY AMERICAN DANCE
Airdate/Time:  11/4/16, 9pm; 11/7/16, 2am 
Length:  120-minutes  

Description: Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre showcases its spectacular range, diversity and artistry in 
this special presentation, which includes the company's signature work, Revelations, along with three other 
pieces.

SOUNDBREAKING #101 – THE ART OF RECORDING
Airdate/Time:   11/14/16, 9pm; 11/21/16, 12:30am
Length:   60-minutes 

Description:  Explore the role of the music producer tasked with turning an artist's vision into a hit and 
view the contrasting styles of some of the most accomplished producers. Featuring George Martin, Sam 
Phillips, Tom Petty, Dr. Dre and more.

THEATER CLOSE-UP #207: BURIED CHILD
Airdate/Time:  11/28/16, 9pm; 12/3/16, 3:30am
Length:  120-minutes  

Description:   From The New Group: Ed Harris and Amy Madigan star in Sam Shepard's Pulitzer Prize-
winning 1978 play about a Midwestern family with a dark secret.

THEATER CLOSE-UP #301: BUYER & CELLAR
Airdate/Time:  12/5/16, 10pm; 12/12/16, 1:30am 
Length:   120-minutes 



Description:   From Westport Country Playhouse: Michael Urie stars in Jonathan Tolins’ comedy about a 
struggling Los Angeles actor who works in the basement mall in Barbra Streisand’s Malibu mansion.

CELEBRATING NYC-ARTS
Airdate/Time:  12/13/16, 8pm; 12/15/16, 1:30am; 12/17/16, 1pm 
Length:   120-minutes 

Description: Philippe de Montebello in conversation with Colin Bailey, Director of The Morgan Library & 
Museum. Then, guided by renowned silent film accompanist and historian Ben Model, NYC-ARTS takes a 
look at a unique experience for movie-goers that evokes the early days of cinema.

SHAKESPEARE LIVE! FROM THE RSC
Airdate/Time:  12/23/16, 9pm; 12/25/16, 12:30pm 
Length:  120-minutes  

Description:  On the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare's death, GREAT PERFORMANCES presents the 
RSC's star-studded gala, with David Tennant, Benedict Cumberbatch, Judi Dench, Joseph Fiennes, John 
Lithgow, Ian McKellen, Helen Mirren, David Suchet and many more.

ECONOMY/JOBS

GETTING AHEAD
Airdate/Time:  10/7/16, 9pm; 10/14/16, 5am 
Length:  60-minutes
 
Description:   Tavis Smiley explores the issue of raising the minimum wage in four Northern California 
cities, where pay increases have been in place for at least two years, through the eyes of small business 
owners and hourly wage earners.

DREAM ON
Airdate/Time:  10/7/16, 10pm; 10/10/16, 4:30am 
Length:  90-minutes  

Description:   Political comedian John Fugelsang retraces the journey of Alexis de Tocqueville, who 
popularized the idea of the American Dream in 1831, to find out whether that American Dream is still alive 
today.

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS #6073
Airdate/Time:  10/11/16, 5:30pm
Length:   30-minutes 

Description:    States won back the right to implement school reform their own way. But who gets to 
decide in New Jersey? A hate crime mars a congressional campaign here. What does it say about who we 
are? The fight for $15. While businesses eye the bottom line, minimum wage workers are fighting a losing 
battle. The Trump Taj Mahal was dead and buried yesterday. Today? A different outlook entirely. And a 
look at how a Latina immigrant with no education, job or the right tools to make it here has made it big.



PLAYING BY THE RULES: ETHICS AT WORK #101
Airdate/Time:   11/10/16, 8:30pm
Length:  30-minutes  

Description:  “Playing by The Rules: Ethics at Work,” explores important ethical questions in business. 
Episode One tells the story of how a banking executive became a whistleblower and risked everything 
following the financial crisis of 2008.

ELECTIONS 

WILLIE VELASQUEZ: YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE
Airdate/Time:  10/3/16, 10:30pm; 10/6/16, 4am
Length:  60-minutes    

Description:  Meet the charismatic pioneering activist whose rallying cry of "su voto es su voz" (your vote 
is your voice) started a grassroots movement that transformed the nation's political landscape and paved 
the way for the growing power of the Latino vote.

16 FOR ’16 – THE CONTENDERS #106: PEROT/NADER – THE INDEPENDENTS
Airdate/Time:  10/17/16, 8pm; 10/20/16, 1:30am; 10/22/16, 6am 
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Follow the third-party campaigns of H. Ross Perot, who in 1992 launched his campaign on a 
lark during a TV interview, and Ralph Nader, a consumer advocate whose candidacy in 2000 may have 
changed the course of history. Follow the third-party campaigns of H. Ross Perot, who in 1992 launched 
his campaign on a lark during a TV interview, and Ralph Nader, a consumer advocate whose candidacy in 
2000 may have changed the course of history.

16 FOR ’16 – THE CONTENDERS #107: FERRARO/PALIN
Airdate/Time:   10/25/16, 8pm; 10/27/16, 1:30am; 11/5/16, 6am
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Trace Geraldine Ferraro's entrance onto the world stage in 1984 as the first woman on a 
major party presidential ticket. In 2008, Sarah Palin added energy and excitement to John McCain's 
campaign. See how both women fought to break the glass ceiling.

16 FOR ’16 – THE CONTENDERS #108: BUSH/OBAMA – THE MASTER STRATEGISTS 
Airdate/Time:  11/1/16, 8PM; 11/3/16, 1:30am; 11/5/16, 7am 
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Examine the campaign strategies of George W. Bush and Barack Obama, candidates at 
opposite ends of the political spectrum. Both beat out serious big-ticket contenders with pitch-perfect 
messaging and careful and calculated campaign strategy.

PBS NEWSHOUR DEBATES: A SPECIAL REPORT: 2016 VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE
Airdate/Time:   10/4/16, 9pm
Length:   120-minutes  

Description:  Live coverage (90 minutes) followed by analysis (30 minutes) co-anchored by Gwen Ifill and 
Judy Woodruff, with David Brooks, Mark Shields and Amy Walter in studio and NEWSHOUR 
correspondent Lisa Desjardins on location. Elaine Quijano moderates.



FRONTLINE: THE CHOICE 2016
Airdate/Time:   10/9/16, 7pm; 11/7/16, 10pm
Length:   120-minutes 

Description:  Frontline goes behind the headlines generated by Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump,two of 
the most polarizing candidates in modern history, to investigate what has shaped them, where they came 
from, how they lead and why they want to be president. 

PBS NEWSHOUR DEBATES: A SPECIAL REPORT: 2016 PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE
Airdate/Time:  10/9/16, 9pm 
Length:  120-minutes  

Description:  Live coverage (90 minutes) followed by analysis (30 minutes) co-anchored by Gwen Ifill and 
Judy Woodruff with David Brooks, Mark Shields, and Amy Walter in studio and NEWSHOUR 
correspondent Lisa Desjardins on location.

PBS NEWSHOUR ELECTION NIGHT COVERAGE 2016
Airdate/Time:  10/8/16, 8pm 
Length:  10-hours  

Description:   Live coverage of election results with co-anchors Gwen Ifill and Judy Woodruff and Mark 
Shields, David Brooks, Amy Walter and Andra Gillespie. John Yang and Lisa Desjardins report from the 
Clinton and Trump campaign headquarters, respectively.

 ENVIRONMENT/NATURE

NATURE #3401: SUPER HUMMINGBIRDS 
Airdate/Time:  10/12/16, 8pm; 10/14/16, 1:30am
Length:   60-minutes  

Description:  With high speed camerawork and breakthrough new science, we enter the fast-paced world 
of hummingbirds as never before. Speed is their middle name. Their lives are moving faster than the eye 
can see. They possess natural born super powers that enable them to fly backwards, upside-down, and 
float in mid-air. And for the first time, we see them mate, lay eggs, fight, and raise families in intimate detail. 
They are great athletes, tender mothers, brave in combat, and up for any challenge. They are Super 
Hummingbirds, the smallest and most brilliant birds on earth.

NATURE #3402: MY CONGO
Airdate/Time:  10/19/16, 8pm; 10/21/16, 1:30am 
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:  Vianet Djenguet has lived half of his life in Europe, yet his heart still lies in his homeland, his 
Congo. As a successful wildlife cameraman, Djenguet is returning to his roots to reveal the beauty and 
majesty of his country and the people within. His journey will be one of self-discovery as he travels up the 
Congo River toward his ancestral home, meeting an abundance of weird and wonderful characters along 
the way, both animal and human. Finally, Djenguet is able to give his beloved homeland the glorious 
spotlight it deserves and discovers an even deeper connection with this place than he could have ever 
imagined. "You haven't really travelled until you experience a place like the Congo," says Djenguet.



NOVA #4318: TREASURES OF THE EARTH: GEMS
Airdate/Time:   11/2/16, 9pm; 11/4/16, 2:30am
Length:   60-minutes  

Description:  Gemstones like diamonds, rubies, opal and jade are the ultimate treasures. Delve into 
Earth's depths to discover how these precious stones are forged and what explains the unique allure of 
each captivating gemstone.

NOVA #4319: TREASURES OF THE EARTH: METALS
Airdate/Time:   11/9/16, 9pm; 11/11/16, 3am
Length:   60-minutes  

Description:  Gold, bronze, iron, steel... metals are pillars of our civilization, but what makes them so 
special? Discover their unique properties and explore how our mastery of metals has led us from the stone 
age to today's hi-tech world.

NOVA #4320: TREASURES OF THE EARTH: POWER
Airdate/Time:  11/16/16, 9pm; 11/18/16, 3am 
Length:    

Description:   Drill down to discover how Earth's natural treasures provide bountiful energy to power our 
modern world yet are also driving us to seek new, cleaner alternatives that can help us keep the lights on.

   HEALTH/HEALTHCARE

STRONGER BONES, LONGER LIFE
Airdate/Time:  10/1/16, 3pm; 
Length:  90-minutes    

Description:   Discover why healthy bones are the key to remaining mobile, engaged and independent. 
Bone health expert Lani Simpson guides viewers in understanding how to keep their bones strong and 
prevent or lessen the impact of osteoporosis.

EASY YOGA FOR EASING PAIN
Airdate/Time:  10/8/16, 3pm; 10/15/16, 5am; 12/21/16, 3am 
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Based from her home in Peterborough, New Hampshire, Easy Yoga for Easing Pain 
features Peggy Cappy explaining and demonstrating why yoga can effectively alleviate the pain in painful 
joints. Program tracks a handful of individuals whom Peggy has been working with to see first hand how 
her program has affected the quality of their lives.  Peggy will also address larger lifestyle considerations 
for those dealing with pain. According to Peggy, "Yoga is only part of the healing process. Our sedentary 
lifestyles and poor eating habits are also fanning the flames of joint pain, and research shows that these 
factors can greatly exacerbate the pain in problem joints."  



SIGHT: THE STORY OF VISION
Airdate/Time:  10/12/16, 10pm; 10/14/16, 4am
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Sight is arguably our most important sense, an extremely complex process, which requires 
light that can start with photons, generated in distant stars and ending in the visual cortex of our brains. In 
the middle of this process are our eyes. This hour-long documentary looks at the science, medicine and 
technology of vision and the individuals who are battling the darkness of blindness.

WHEAT BELLY TOTAL HEALTH WITH WILLIAM DAVIS, MD
Airdate/Time:  10/29/16, 10am
Length:  90-minutes           

Description: William Davis, MD debunks the 3 most widely-held myths about grains, and provides viewers 
with commonsense steps to regain health and lose weight in his groundbreaking new program, Wheat Belly 
Total Health. Using his signature combination of easy-to-understand science, history, nutrition and humor, 
Dr. Davis presents his startling conclusion that eliminating wheat and grains is the key to eliminating the 
symptoms and causes of many of our most common and chronic health issues.

HERITAGE

THE HISPANIC HERITAGE AWARDS
Airdate/Time:   10/1/16, 2pm; 10/3/2016, 5am
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Program offers coverage of the country's highest tribute to Latinos by Latinos. The program 
included performances and appearances by celebrated Hispanic artists. Honorees include Sonia 
Sotomayor, Junot Diaz, Angelica Maria, J Balvin and more.

WILLIE VELASQUEZ: YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE
Airdate/Time:  10/3/16, 10:30pm; 10/6/16, 4am
Length:  60-minutes    

Description:  Meet the charismatic pioneering activist whose rallying cry of "su voto es su voz" (your vote 
is your voice) started a grassroots movement that transformed the nation's political landscape and paved 
the way for the growing power of the Latino vote.

 
BLACK AMERICA SINCE MLK #101-102
Airdate/Time:  #101: 11/15/16, 8pm; 11/17/16, 1:30am; 12/4/16, 7pm; 12/10/16, 12:30pm
                         #102: 11/22/16, 8pm; 11/24/16, 1:30am; 12/4/16, 9:38pm; 12/10/16, 3:08pm
Length:   120-minutes each 

Descriptions:
 #101: Out of the Shadows/Move on Up  
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. takes a personal journey through the last 50 years of African American history, 
charting the incredible progress made - as well as the obstacles that remain. Features conversations with 
Jesse Jackson, Nas and Donna Brazile.



#102: Keep Your Head Up/Touch the Sky
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. explores America's changing racial landscape-celebrating how far we have come 
toward equality and asking why we still have so far to go. Features conversations with Eric Holder, Shonda 
Rhimes and DeRay Mckesson.

ITALIAN AMERICANS OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY #101-102
Airdate/Time:  #101: 11/17/16, 9pm; 11/19/16, 2am; #102: 11/17/16, 10pm; 11/19/16, 3:10am
Length:  #101: 70-minutes; #102: 80-minutes   

Description:   This two-parter celebrates the lives and achievements of a community whose contributions 
helped shape our region.

TREASURES OF NEW YORK #134; SETTLEMENT HOUSES
Airdate/Time:  11/20/16, 7pm 
Length:   60-minutes  

Description:  Throughout the five boroughs are vibrant organizations serving New York City residents of all 
ages and from every walk of life. Under the umbrella of United Neighborhood Houses, these centers 
provide help and new opportunity to our urban population. This film explores the 130-year history of the 
settlement house movement and reveals how Henry Street Settlement, Union Settlement, and many other 
community centers remain integral in strengthening today’s New York City.

INDEPENDENT LENS #1802: MEET THE PATELS
Airdate/Time:  12/26/16, 9pm 
Length:  90-minutes   

Description:   Ravi Patel is almost 30 and still single, and his tradition-minded Hindu family is not happy. 
After he breaks up with his white girlfriend, he enters the semi-arranged marriage system in America. Meet 
the Patels explores the influences of culture and identity on the most intense, personal, and important part 
of one's life - love.

LAW ENFORCEMENT/JUSTICE SYSTEM

METROFOCUS #1214
Airdate/Time:  10/13/16, 8:30pm; 10/15/16, 1am
Length:  30-minutes 

Description:   On this edition of “MetroFocus,” William Jones goes to Brentwood in Long Island to talk with 
the families of four teens believed to be murdered due to gang violence, as local authorities investigate and 
search out those responsible for their deaths.

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS #6069
Airdate/Time:   10/5/16, 5:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes  

Description:   That 23-cent a gallon hike on the gas tax is not a done deal until the Legislature approves. 
That process nearly as complex as the compromise itself. The main thing they had to do was do no harm. 
How did the vice presidential contenders fare in last night's one and only clash? More legal drama in the 
Bridgegate trial. The state's star witness under withering cross examination again. The connection between 
drug addiction and incarceration. We'll be joined be a former governor who's giving ex-cons a life on the 
outside. And an organization that keeps kids inside, off the streets and gives them an after-school jump on 
living up to their own rich promise.



RIKERS
Airdate/Time:  11/15/16, 10pm; 11/17/16, 3:30am 
Length:  65-minutes   

Description:   Rikers -- This new film from Bill Moyers is the first documentary to focus exclusively on 
people formerly detained in New York City's notorious Rikers Island Jail. Their personal stories told direct to 
camera, describe beatings, stabbings and life in solitary confinement,adding a powerful authentic voice to 
investigative journalism that has reported on violence and abuse at the jail. Of the 7,500 people 
incarcerated at Rikers, almost 80% have not yet been found guilty or innocent.

RIKERS: A CONVERSATION
Airdate/Time:   11/15/16, 11:05pm; 11/17/16, 4:35am
Length:  25-minutes  

Description:   Host Alison Stewart discusses the issues raised in the documentary RIKERS, the history 
and future of the jail complex and reforms planned by the New York City Department of Correction, with 
Judge Jonathan Lippman, Chair of the Independent Commission on New York City Criminal Justice and 
Incarceration Reform, and Errol Louis, political anchor at New York One.

NEW JERSEY ISSUES & INTERESTS

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS #6069
Airdate/Time:   10/5/16, 5:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes  

Description:   That 23-cent a gallon hike on the gas tax is not a done deal until the Legislature approves. 
That process nearly as complex as the compromise itself. The main thing they had to do was do no harm. 
How did the vice presidential contenders fare in last night's one and only clash? More legal drama in the 
Bridgegate trial. The state's star witness under withering cross examination again. The connection between 
drug addiction and incarceration. We'll be joined be a former governor who's giving ex-cons a life on the 
outside. And an organization that keeps kids inside, off the streets and gives them an after-school jump on 
living up to their own rich promise.

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS #6073
Airdate/Time:  10/11/16, 5:30pm
Length:   30-minutes 

Description:    States won back the right to implement school reform their own way. But who gets to 
decide in New Jersey? A hate crime mars a congressional campaign here. What does it say about who we 
are? The fight for $15. While businesses eye the bottom line, minimum wage workers are fighting a losing 
battle. The Trump Taj Mahal was dead and buried yesterday. Today? A different outlook entirely. And a 
look at how a Latina immigrant with no education, job or the right tools to make it here has made it big.

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS #6092



Airdate/Time:  11/7/16, 5:30pm 
Length:   30-minutes 

Description:  The governor talks Bridgegate, contradicting testimony he was told about it, saying he can't 
recall. Is Christie in the clear? The state's tried to resolve glitches in the absentee ballot process. Can 
citizens count on their mail-in votes being counted? A win for commuters to Philadelphia and the people 
who vote there. The SEPTA strike ends. Mass transit's back on track. New Jersey Transit is off the rails, 
rife with safety, staffing and funding problems its new chief faces. He's asking for time. And a halt in plans 
to build a pipeline through the Pinelands. A state appellate court wants more commissioners to weigh in.

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS #6094
Airdate/Time:   11/9/16, 5:30pm
Length:    30-minutes

Description:  The Trump triumph that's triggered a tectonic shift in the political landscape and Jersey 
ballot: casinos, gas taxes and an ousted incumbent. The governor comes through it smelling like a rose. If 
he goes to Washington what happens here? The pollsters are scratching their heads over missing the mark 
by a mile. Did they use the wrong methods or ask the wrong questions? Atlantic City's lost its last gamble. 
The state's voted to take it over and has the power to sell assets, break contracts and cut city services. And 
another black eye for the state police lab. This time it's a miscalibrated blood alcohol testing machine. 
Thousands of DUI convictions could be reversed.

 
VETERANS’ ISSUES/CONCERNS

USO – FOR THE TROOPS
Airdate/Time:   11/7/16, 9pm; 11/9/16, 3:10am; 11/11/16, 5am
Length:   60-minutes 

Description:   Examine the ways the USO has lifted the spirits of American service personnel for more 
than 75 years. See how the organization keeps military men and women connected to country, home, 
family and hope, abroad and on the home front.

MILITARY MEDICINE: BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD
Airdate/Time:  11/9/16, 10pm; 11/11/16, 4am 
Length:  60-minutes  

Description:   Learn about military medical advances and technology, from the battlefield to the return 
home. Hear the personal stories of physicians, scientists, active duty military personnel, wounded warriors 
and their families. Bob Woodruff reports.

NEW YORK GOES TO WAR #101-102
Airdate/Time:  #101: 12/6/16, 9:30pm; 12/12/16, 3:30am; #102: 12/6/16, 10:30pm; 12/12/16, 4:30am
Length:   60-minutes each 

Description:   #101 - World War II as seen through the stories of seven New Yorkers -- "The Soldier and 
His Sweetheart," "The Tanker," "The Prisoner of War," "The Thunderbolt Maker," "The V-J Day Kissers," 
and "The Marine." (Part 1 of 2)

#102 - Interviews with New Yorkers representing a range of wartime experiences and archival images 
capture the mood of the time, from the familiar strains of the “Make Believe Ballroom” radio program to the 



common threads that defined life in wartime, no matter where you lived or on what line you fought. (Part 2 
of 2)

 

 

 
  


