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FACE THE NATION 
09/06/15 

Guests: Carly Fiorina, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Newt Gingrich, former 
Republican presidential candidate, former Speaker of the House of Representatives (2); 
Charlie D’Agata, CBS News Correspondent (3); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal 
(4); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (4); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (4); Nancy 
Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (4); Colonel Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, 
Apollo 11 Astronaut, author, “Welcome to Mars: Making a Home on the Red Planet” (5); 
David McCullough, author, “The Wright Brothers” (5); Rachel Swaby, author, 
“Headstrong: 52 Women Who Changed Science – and the World” (5); Walter Isaacson, 
author, “The Innovators: How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created the 
Digital Revolution” (5) 
1) Topics include: fellow Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s interview 
with Hugh Hewitt, where Mr. Trump made excuses for not knowing key leaders involved 
in Islamic terrorism; Hillary Clinton’s e-mail server scandal; role of the United States in 
the refugee crisis in Europe 
2) Topics include: support for Donald Trump’s handling of the questions posed during 
his interview with Hugh Hewitt; assessment of how a business person would handle the 
political world / reasons why the business sector candidates – Donald Trump, Carly 
Fiorina, and Dr. Ben Carson - are so popular; Mr. Trump’s immigration policy; the 
campaign of Jeb Bush 
3) a report from Vienna, Austria on the latest developments in the growing humanitarian 
crisis in Europe, as thousands of migrants -- many of them refugees from war-torn Syria 
-- depart Hungary for more welcoming countries 
4) Topics include: the reasons why criticism of Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump from other candidates only seems to increase his popularity with voters / 
Republican presidential candidate Senator Marco Rubio’s foreign policy credentials / 
Clinton campaign’s reaction to the Trump campaign / Mr. Trump’s recent decision to 
sign the Republican pledge / the threat Mr. Trump poses to the Republican Party / 
reasons why Mr. Trump and Mr. Bush focus on politically attacking one another; recent 
poll results indicating that Democratic presidential candidate Senator Bernie Sanders is 
ahead of Hillary Clinton / change in approach of the Clinton campaign’s reaction to the 
e-mail server scandal / attitude amongst Democrats and Republicans to the Clinton e-
mail server scandal / ongoing questions concerning the possibility of Vice President Joe 
Biden entering the race 
5) Topics include: stories behind each of the books by the four authors: Mr. Aldrin, Mr. 
McCullough, Ms. Swaby, and Mr. Isaacson / science connection between each of the 
books featured / importance of risk taking and its role in the American experience / 
calculated risks taken by the Wright Brothers / Mr. Aldrin’s recollections of Apollo 11 



 
09/13/15 

Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Anthony Salvanto, CBS 
News Elections Director (2) (4); Dr. Ben Carson, Republican Presidential Candidate (3); 
David Axelrod, CNN Senior Political Commentator (5); John Heilemann, Bloomberg 
Politics (6); Gwen Ifill, co-anchor, “PBS NewsHour”; moderator, “Washington Week” (6); 
Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (6); Peter Baker, The 
New York Times (6) 
1) Topics include: reasons why Mr. Trump would be a better president than fellow 
Republican candidate Dr. Ben Carson / preview of his tax plan / inequities in the U.S. 
economy / Mr. Trump’s recent comments in Rolling Stone magazine about fellow 
Republican candidate Carly Fiorina’s appearance 
2) CBS Battleground Tracker: type of Republican voters who are drawn to candidates 
Donald Trump and Dr. Ben Carson 
3) Topics include: Dr. Carson’s reaction to his rise in the polls / his prior experience and 
how it complements the office of the presidency / importance of humility / kind of people 
who donate to Dr. Carson’s campaign / immigration policy 
4) CBS Battleground Tracker: poll results for Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton and 
Senator Bernie Sanders, as well as South Carolina sampling for Vice President Joe 
Biden, who has yet to enter the race 
5) Topics include: effect of low poll numbers on the inner workings of a political 
campaign / opinion that Mrs. Clinton needs to show her authenticity / definition of 
authenticity in the political term / opinion that Vice President Biden is “utterly authentic” 
and will ultimately decide not to run / sense of Senator Sanders’ future and what 
obstacles and challenges lie ahead 
6) Topics include: recent poll results for the Democratic candidates / state of Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign, now that she trails behind Senator Bernie Sanders / small impact of 
the e-mail server scandal on her numbers / the Clinton brand / “authenticity” in the 
political realm; reaction to Vice President Biden’s appearance on “The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert” / questions as to whether or not Vice President Biden will enter the 
race; campaigns of Donald Trump and Dr. Ben Carson / upcoming Republican debate / 
type of voter attracted to the campaigns of Mr. Trump or Dr. Carson / evangelical base 
in the Republican Party 
 
09/20/15 

Guests: Hillary Clinton, former Secretary of State, Obama Administration, Democratic 
Presidential Candidate (1); Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Republican Presidential 
Candidate (2); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (3); Ron 
Brownstein, National Journal (3); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (3); Michael Gerson, 
The Washington Post 
1) Topics include: Syrian refugee crisis / continued support for training the Syrian rebels 
/ Russia’s role in the Syrian crisis; reaction to Republican presidential candidate Jeb 
Bush’s statement during the most recent debate that his brother, former president 
George W. Bush, kept the country safe; the September 11, 2012 attack on the U.S. 
Consulate in Benghazi, Libya; Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server while she 
was Secretary of State and the ensuing scandal once it was discovered; Republican 



presidential candidate Donald Trump’s non-reaction to a supporter who claimed that 
President Obama is a Muslim and not an American; possibility of Vice President Joe 
Biden entering the Democratic field / agreement with fellow Democratic presidential 
candidate Senator Bernie Sanders to not run any negative ads; Mrs. Clinton’s upcoming 
proposal for the Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare”); Planned Parenthood videos / 
upcoming vote in the Senate to impose a federal ban on late-term abortions; belief that 
wanting to be the first female president keeps Mrs. Clinton an outsider; role of Wall 
Street in the economy; the real Hillary Clinton 
2) Topics include: opinion that because of Mrs. Clinton’s policy, she bears some of the 
responsibility for the Syrian refugee crisis / Senator Paul’s advice for handling the 
problems in Syria / apprehension towards taking in Syrian refugees in the United 
States; Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s non-reaction to a supporter 
who claimed that President Obama is a Muslim and not an American; Republican 
presidential candidate Dr. Ben Carson’s statement on NBC’s “Meet The Press” that he 
would have a problem with a Muslim president; debate over defunding Planned 
Parenthood / criticism that “Congress has been abdicating its role for probably a 
hundred years”; appeal of the outsider in the current presidential race / proponent of 
term limits for members of Congress 
3) Topics include: reaction to Mrs. Clinton’s interview / potential impact of Vice 
President Joe Biden entering the Democratic field; last week’s Republican debate / Mr. 
Trump’s standing after the debate / divisions within the Republican coalition, given the 
large number of candidates / campaigns of Mr. Trump and Carly Fiorina / debate 
performance reviews for the candidates 
 
09/27/15 

Guests: Representative John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of the House of 
Representatives (1); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate 
(2); Kimberley Strassel, The Wall Street Journal (3); Nancy Cordes, CBS News 
Congressional Correspondent (3); Susan Page, USA Today (3); Ed O’Keefe, The 
Washington Post (3); Governor John Kasich (R-OH), Republican Presidential 
Candidate (4) 
1) Topics include: Speaker Boehner’s hope that a government shutdown will be averted 
/ his recent announcement that he will be leaving Congress at the end of October 2015 
/ level of “disagreement” amongst Republicans in the House of Representatives / 
reasons behind Representative Boehner’s decision to leave / unrealistic expectations 
as to what can be done in government / his reputation as a rebel in Congress; last 
week’s address to a joint session of Congress by Pope Francis / impact of the Pope’s 
visit on his decision to leave Congress; Speaker Boehner’s relationship with his 
colleagues and President Obama / advice for his successor; his practice of yoga 
2) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ kind words for Representative Boehner; destructive 
role of Super PACs in the political system; recent trip to Liberty University, a 
fundamentalist Christian university; reaction to comments from Republican presidential 
candidate Jeb Bush on “free stuff”, i.e. universal health care and tuition free college / 
reaction to comments from Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton on “free 
college” / clarification of “free college” -- free tuition in public colleges and universities; 
continued commitment to not run any negative ads; hope for more Democratic debates 



3) Topics include: Representative Boehner’s decision to leave Congress / impact of that 
decision on Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell / level of “disagreement” amongst 
Republicans in the House of Representatives; current state of the 2016 Republican 
race for the presidency, given the recent departure of candidates Rick Perry and 
Governor Scott Walker; current state of the campaigns of Mrs. Clinton and Senator 
Sanders / questions surrounding the possible candidacy of Vice President Joe Biden / 
differences between a Republican attack against Senator Sanders versus one against 
Mrs. Clinton 
4) Topics include: Governor Kasich’s dismay at the members of the Republican Party 
who celebrated Speaker Boehner’s announcement / level of “disagreement” amongst 
Republicans in the House of Representatives; departure of candidates Rick Perry and 
Governor Scott Walker / thoughts on the mix of public and private sector candidates in 
the 2016 Republican field 
 


