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[AUDIO]:
When you join the Army, you
take an oath -- to preserve,
protect, and defend the
Constitution.

There’s no expiration date on
that Oath.

I was a signal officer in the
Army for 14 years. My dad,
uncle, and my grandfather all
served. It’s in my DNA.

The service taught me to stand
up for my soldiers.

[AUDIO]:
Today, there are nearly 30,000
veterans in D.C. who lack full
representation in Congress
because D.C. is not a state.

They swore an oath to protect
our rights.

And yet, they don’t have the
same right to representation
that we enjoy in Maine.

They have no vote on
important issues like
healthcare and jobs. No way to
hold our leaders accountable.

United States Census Bureau: Data from July 2019 estimates the veteran population of DC
to be 26,156. [U.S. Census Bureau, 7/1/2019]

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton: D.C. servicemembers have served in every war
since the Revolutionary War, all without the full and equal rights that can come only with
statehood. “Memorial Day recognizes servicemembers who have died in service to our nation…
However, it is especially timely this year to recognize District of Columbia servicemembers,
whose equal service has never come with the equal benefits of American democracy.”
Approximately 30,000 veterans are residents of the District and do not have voting representation
in the Congress of the United States or full local self-government in the District of Columbia. 635
District residents were casualties of World War I, 3,575 District residents were casualties of World
War II, 547 District residents were casualties of the Korean war, 243 District residents were
casualties of the Vietnam war, and almost 200,000 District residents have served in the military
since World War I. [Congresswoman Norton’s office, 5/27/2021]

NPR: Washington, D.C., has no senators and its one House delegate cannot vote in
Congress, leaving D.C. residents without any voting representation in Congress. “‘All we're
looking for is equality with other Americans, especially since we pay the highest federal taxes per
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capita in the United States,’ [Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C.] said, noting the two senators
that each state gets, along with House representatives with voting power — something she does
not have. ‘Even when a matter affects only the District of Columbia, everybody can vote on it
except the person who represents the District of Columbia,’ she said.” [the lack of representation
in the Senate means that DC residents’ voices are excluded from things like presidential
nominees, etc that just take place in the senate] [NPR, 3/22/2021]

WAMU: Unlike voting representatives in the House of Representatives, D.C.’s non-voting
delegate has a voice, but no vote; as such, D.C. residents do not enjoy the same level of
representation that residents in all 50 states do. “D.C.’s non-voting delegate to the House–a
role created in 1971 and held by Eleanor Holmes Norton since 1991—may serve on committees,
speak on the floor, and sponsor bills, but she cannot vote on legislation’s final passage.” [WAMU,
9/19/2019]

Senate Power and Procedures: Only the Senate can conduct impeachment trials and
confirm presidential nominees, leaving D.C. residents – who have no representation in the
Senate – without a say in either. “The Senate has the sole power to conduct impeachment
trials, essentially serving as jury and judge.” Because D.C. does not have senators, the 700,000
D.C. residents have no one to represent their interests in the process of holding government
officials accountable. As for nominations, ‘the Constitution provides that the president "shall
nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors,
other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other Officers of the
United States… (Article 2, Section 2).’ Similarly, because D.C. does not have senators, the
residents of D.C. have no one representing their interests when it comes to confirming important
nominees, such as Supreme Court Justices and other federal judges. [Senate.gov, n.d.]

CBS: Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser told lawmakers Monday the refusal to make
D.C. the 51st state is "one of the glaring civil rights and voting rights issues of our time."
“Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton, who represents the district in Congress as a non-voting
delegate, has reintroduced a bill to create the state of Washington, Douglass Commonwealth —
named for Frederick Douglass… Proponents argue D.C. statehood is necessary because the
city's majority-Black and Brown population is disenfranchised by their lack of representation in
Congress. D.C. would be the only plurality-Black state in the country if statehood were to pass.”
[CBS, 3/22/2021]

ACLU: Lack of Full Statehood Rights Continues to Cause Harm to D.C. Residents. “When
Congress passed a $2 trillion COVID-19 stimulus bill in March of 2020, members of Congress
opted to treat the District of Columbia as a territory, shortchanging D.C. residents a full $755
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million in relief at a time when D.C. had more COVID-19 cases than 19 other states. During this
critical public health crisis, D.C. was left at the mercy of Congress, a body in which its residents
hold no voting representation, and Congress chose to withhold more than half of the aid it
provided to every other state.” [ACLU, 3/22/2021]

[AUDIO]:
Well, I’m holding Senator King
accountable. Just as I honored
my oath as an Army officer, I’m
calling on the Senator to honor
his.

We know Senator King
supports our country’s
veterans. That’s why we’re
asking him to stand with us
and support DC statehood. So
all DC residents -- including
our vets -- have a vote.

Paid for by Defend American
Democracy.

Angus King, U.S. Senator for Maine: Senator King’s priorities include advocating for
Veterans Affairs. On the issues page of his Senate website, Senator King says that “We have an
obligation to ensure that these brave patriots have access to timely, quality care. In 2014, I
strongly supported efforts to reform the Department of Veterans Affairs and better serve those
who served us. We must not only fulfill our promise to care for those who have “borne the battle”
and their families, but as a new generation of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen transition to civilian life, we must also secure their continued access to the
employment, health, housing, and education services that they deserve.” [U.S. Senate, n.d.]

Portland Press Herald: Angus King: On Veterans Day, a chance to honor American heroes.
In a guest column, Senator Angus King paid tribute to American veterans, lauding them as
“patriots” who “represent the best of America.” He “reaffirm[s] [his] commitment to care for those
who have fought on our behalf,” and laments that “many veterans are left struggling with
homelessness, mental health, unemployment, and a lack of access to healthcare.” He calls for a
“rededication” to the goal of properly caring for our nation’s veterans who have fought on our
behalf. [Portland Press Herald, 11/8/2019]
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