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PROGRAMMING STATEMENT

Radio station KDKA - AM, and KDKA – HD licensed to the 
Entercom Radio provides a news, information and talk format to its 
community of license, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on a continuing basis.  By 
its nature, KDKA Radio’s news, talk, information, and sports programming 
format deals with, and is responsive to the main issues of the greater 
Pittsburgh area, daily.

During the past three months, KDKA’s coverage of news stories, our 
employee’s participation in community affairs, and regular interviews with 
community leaders have led to the determination that the issues listed in this 
report are ones of importance to the Pittsburgh community.  A variety of 
programming elements, news and business reports, commentaries, editorials, 
and public service announcements on matters of importance to the 
community are included within the services provided by KDKA Radio.

Specific examples of some of these types of programs and the 
principal issues to which they pay attention are set forth in this report.
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CERTIFICATION

On behalf of KDKA Radio, I certify that a copy of this Quarterly 
Significant Programs Report for KDKA, licensed to Entercom Radio was 
placed in the station’s Public Inspection File on June 30, 2020.

___________________________

Philip J. Kumanchik
News Director
News Radio 1020 KDKA
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PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. The KDKA Radio Morning Show with Larry Richert and Kevin 
Battle:  Is Pittsburgh’s full-service morning show, airing weekdays 
from 5 a.m. to 9 a.m.  The show features a combination of news 
updates four times an hour, eight sports casts, traffic and weather 
updates every ten minutes, financial news and newsmaker interviews.

2. The Inside Story with Marty Griffin:  Is a full-service show that airs 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  The show features a 
combination of news updates twice an hour, traffic and weather 
updates every ten minutes, financial news and newsmaker interviews.  

3.  The Lynne Hayes-Freeland and Robert Mangino Show:  Is a full-
service show that airs Monday through Friday from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
The show features a combination of news updates twice an hour, 
traffic and weather updates every ten minutes, financial news and 
newsmaker interviews.  

4. The KDKA Radio Afternoon News with Wendy Bell:  Is Pittsburgh’s 
full-service afternoon show, airing weekdays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  
The show features a combination of news updates four times an hour, 
three sports casts, traffic and weather updates every ten minutes, 
financial news and newsmaker interviews.
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  HEALTH AND WELFARE 

The Lynne-Hayes Freeland Show
4/1/20
1:15pm – 1:25pm 

    
     Pennsylvania Secretary of Drugs and Alcohol addresses the impact 
of covid-19 on people with addictions and treatment programs. 

The Lynne-Hayes Freeland Show
4/3/20
1:15pm – 1:25pm 

     
     Founder and CEO of Day Owl in Homewood converts 
headquarters to produce fifty-thousand covid-19 face shields for 
southwest Pennsylvania healthcare providers.

The Lynne-Hayes Freeland Show
4/7/20
12:35pm – 12:45pm 

     Lynne talks to Patrice Wade Johnson about the positive covid-19 
test for both Patrice and her daughter.  Mrs. Johnson presumes her 
grandsons are both positive because of their exposures.

The Inside Story
4/10
9:10am – 9:25am 

     
     In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, Pastor James Hogan of 
Faith Ridge Community Church in McKees Rocks talks about staying 
positive in these difficult times.  He’s struggling, but also helping out 
his community.  He says tomorrow the church is giving away boxes of 



food for those in need.  He also says that more people are turning to 
Jesus than ever before and that’s keeping him positive.

The Inside Story
5/20
9:45am – 9:55am 

     
     Not only are many businesses closed, but pools are closed too. 
With the summer coming up, the owner of Dormont Pool John 
Maggio, says he really needs his pool to be open.  Mr. Maggio says 
other pools are fighting to get open too.  What will families do this 
summer? It’s not easy to work from home with little kids, and his 
mind people are going to need to get outside come June and July.
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  HEALTH AND WELFARE

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
5/28/2020
7:07am-7:15am

     
     CEO of the Pennsylvania Health Care Association Zach Shamburg 
joins Larry and Kevin to discuss why the state guided nursing homes 
to accept COVID-19 positive patients. From the very beginning of the 
pandemic, it was clear that nursing homes and care facilities could be 
severely impacted. Over 69% of COVID-19 deaths were in nursing 
homes. 

The Inside Story
5/29/20
11:07am-11:15am

     Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald is happy to say it’s 
expected that Allegheny County is moving to the green phase today. 
Mr. Fitzgerald warns that people can’t get too excited and have to be 
smart because we don’t want to see a spike in numbers and have to go 
back to the red phase.  Still, he’s happy with how everyone in the 
Pittsburgh area has followed the rules and kept the numbers low.  

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
6/3/20
8:37am-8:45am

     
     Marketing lead for Vitalant Kristen Lane joins Larry and Kevin to 
discuss their antibody testing for COVID-19.  Vitalant will be testing 
all blood donations for antibodies to SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus 



that causes COVID-19.  The antibody tests are part of a full panel of 
tests that Vitalant performs on successful blood donations. 
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  POLITICS

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
4/20/20
7:07am – 7:14am

     
     Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald joins Larry and 
Kevin to discuss the process for voting by mail.  Every registered 
voter will receive a ballot application through the mail.  Each person 
is directed to fill out that application, send it in, and then that person 
will receive his or her ballot.  The state has always allowed mail-in 
ballots, so Mr. Fitzgerald is not worried about fraud.

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
5/9/20
5:07pm – 5:15pm

     
     Karen Toft is the Judge of Elections in Wilkins Township along 
with majority inspector, has been on the polling board for 15 years, 
has been a judge for 3 years.  Ms. Toft was telling us about cleaning 
up the voter registers and that they found a lot of people on the rolls 
that have been dead and still voting.  She was saying how she doesn’t 
feel they are ready to handle all the mail in balloting and that she has 
concerns. 

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
5/11/20
3:37pm – 3:45pm

     Mike Turzai, Pennsylvania Speaker of the House tells Wendy 
about Governor Wolf's actions.   He said that threats to withhold 
liquor licenses, occupancy permits and CARES ACT funding to 
businesses that decide to reopen is a power grab, plain and simple.  



They are not happy because the governor is not communicating with 
republican lawmakers.  

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
5/13/20
4:07pm – 4:15pm

     Congressman Guy Reschenthaler talked about Nancy Pelosi’s $3T 
spending bill.  Mr. Reschenthaler broke down what is in the bill and 
what it will cost the American people.  The congressman is not happy 
with all the spending on the special interest programs that have 
nothing to do with the coronavirus.

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
6/10/20
5:07pm – 5:15pm

    Pennsylvania State Representative Russ Diamond discussed 
Governor Wolf’s gross overreach to control life in this 
Commonwealth.  He also talked about the democratic party sticking 
together and backing the governor.  He told us what he expects next 
for the governor.

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
6/16/20
6:37am – 6:45am

     
     PA State Rep. Daryl Metcalfe joins Larry and Kevin to discuss his 
call for impeachment against Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf.  He 
believes the governor has abused his power, causing immeasurable 
harm to the citizens across the state.  The governor’s   unemployment 
administration has failed to adequately provide for over 2 million 
applicants and his policies have caused 69% of the state's deaths to be 
in nursing homes



The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
6/17/20
5:37pm – 5:37pm

     The PA Supreme Court has agreed to hear Governor Wolf’s case 
against HR 836.  The bipartisan legislation that ends his Emergency 
Declaration now.  Senator Doug Mastriano explains what it means 
and what will happen next in the court system.

https://www.facebook.com/SenatorDougMastriano/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDEuNr5Ob7DHQS1ZFOGYtylgtmygzBzLd9-De7ZYKWPngFVA6f6qkwZErkJwPYaUnbFX390zR0OQuj_&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDh0q-4Yn-pyWVb4bP-pSowA0lW5YlL_S9afxTwULPoxnTT-ozQM7OJgnJA-LdgGy8nQbnv365sH0n-EYgeqKqy6D0BKU-XSNIWfNHSio9mC97W4CDLrKDWTibfC4KQ1mtOGbV3KeoT014GmZwmgfYVFOAsO124LpgVyUSsEumhAallxiLgR1cdYXkFUYI1KkmivanHqY54_u3iTZF-nqkkZ-Hr7hPbMfA8MO90422-VGPvD9kGjXyC4uFDcQN-DcLWGdMzaBDIUY7qtHOkLZHklFnhImuT3HYNa4sDVBozT7E2zce3IgPbVfKtl41daf5XOFsS831YPlGt44NgXte-9TL0XFkTRWk
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  ECONOMICS

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
4/2/20
12:15pm – 12:25pm 

     More than 6.6 million Americans applied for unemployment 
benefits last week — a record — as political and public health leaders 
put the economy in a deep freeze, keeping people at home and trying 
to slow the spread of the deadly coronavirus.   Associate Professor of 
Economics at Duquesne University addresses the issues with Lynne.

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
4/2/20
1:15pm – 1:25pm 

     As the economy continues to struggle Senior Vice President of 
Hefren-Tillotson’s Jayme Meredith discusses unemployment claims, 
oil prices, wall street and most importantly – 401k’s.

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
4/3/20
12:15pm – 12:25pm 

     Congressman Mike Dolye talked about his tele-town hall to answer 
questions about unemployment compensation, direct payments, small 
business loans, and protections for health care workers in the CARES 
Act.  He talked to Lynne about the town hall.



The Inside Story
4/21/20
9:18am – 9:25am 

     Owner of Totin’s diner, Jim Totin talks about how hurt his 
business has been in just one month of being closed.  If he could open 
right now safely, he’d do it in a heartbeat.  His employees still haven’t 
received stimulus checks, are falling behind on their own payments 
and more, and he feels bad but there’s nothing he can do. Coronavirus 
has taken a huge toll.

The Inside Story
5/7/20
9:37am – 9:45am 

     Emilio and Gino owners of Izzazu Salon and Spa believe that they 
can safely operate their business and cut people’s hair.  They’ve 
gotten phone calls and emails from people wanting them to open. In 
their minds, all businesses are essential and if the coronavirus 
numbers are low enough, they should be allowed to open and operate 
safely.

The Inside Story
6/19/20
10:07am – 10:15am 

     In difficult times with coronavirus, Bob Tudi of Tudi Mechanical 
did something special for his employees.  He thanked his workers, 
didn’t let go any of them and deposited money in their 401k’s.  Mr. 
Tudi says he knows everyone – not just business owners – but 
employees too are struggling, so he’s happy to help.
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  CIVICS

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
4/20/20
3:37pm – 3:45pm

     Matt Bellis started the Facebook page dealing with Reopen PA.  
He came on to talk about the rally that they had in Harrisburg.  He 
told us about the group and what they are looking for out of the rally. 

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland /Robert Mangino Show
5/29/20
12:35pm – 12:45pm

     As protest spread across the nation following the death of George 
Floyd, Trey Willis a community activist, black male, and a father of a 
black male is worried about his future.  Mr. Willis said he was headed 
to Minneapolis to participate in the protests.

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland /Robert Mangino Show
6/3/20
2:15pm – 2:25pm

     Amid the chaos and destruction of downtown Pittsburgh because 
of protests Brandi Fisher of the Alliance for Police Accountability at 
the University of Pittsburgh says that some black activists are saying 
the message of the protest is being hi-jacked.



The KDKA Radio Morning Show
6/1/20
7:07am – 7:14am

     Allegheny County Councilperson Bethany Hallam joins Larry and 
Kevin to discuss this weekend's protests and the violence that ensued. 
She took place in Saturday's protests as a demonstrator and as an 
elected official.  She said a lot of the participants in the protests were 
fed up with police assaulting black men, women, and trans genders. 
Hallam wants to see policy change.

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
6/17/20
7:07am – 7:16am

     Local artist Kyle Holbrook joins Larry and Kevin to discuss the 
meaning of his "Liberation Wall." He started the project in 2017 and it 
represents the history of black lives - from slavery to current times. It 
helps bring people together in a time where there is so much division. 
He also explains how art saved his life after losing over 40 of his 
friends to gun violence.
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  POLICE REFORM

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
6/8/20
7:07am – 7:14am

      
     Pennsylvania State Senator Jay Costa joins Larry and Kevin to 
discuss police reform. Training, use of force, and deadly use of force 
are some of the main areas of concern. Municipalities need to provide 
consistent policies for officers to abide by says Mr. Costa.

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
6/10/20
8:37am – 8:45am

      
     President of the Pittsburgh Fraternal Order of Police Bob 
Swartzwelder joins Larry and Kevin to discuss what would happen if 
the police were to be defunded. The only alternative would be the 
U.S. Military, and their mission is to protect national security, not 
local, criminal-type problems.  If social agencies were assigned to 
deal with these issues, they would need to be working 24/7.
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

The Inside Story
6/1/20
10:07am – 10:14am

      
     Like many cities across the country, there were protests in 
Pittsburgh this weekend, specifically by PPG Paints Arena.  
Pittsburgh Senior Vice President and General Counsel Kevin Acklan 
talks about what he saw.  He says it started very peaceful but turned 
violent.  Mr. Acklan saw a cop car being destroyed and the Mario 
Lemieux statue being vandalized.  He and other members of the 
Penguins organization think that a small group of people really 
disrupted the much larger group of peaceful protesters and took away 
their right to protest.

The Lynne-Hayes Freeland/Robert Mangino Show
6/3/20
10:07am – 10:14am

      
     Elizabeth Pittenger, Executive Director of the Citizen Police 
Review Board reacts to Pittsburgh Police admitting tear gas was used 
to disperse the protest crowd in East Liberty.

The Inside Story
6/4/20
9:07am – 9:14am

      
     Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto essentially wants everyone involved 
in the protests to be investigated, including police. Pittsburgh Police 
Union President Bob Swartzwelder says his officers were doing their 
job.  He’s upset with the mayor because it hurts his officers’ image.
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  VETERAN AFFAIRS

The Lynne Hayes-Feeland Show
5/1/20
12:07pm – 12:14pm

      
     Former Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge says stay-at-home 
protests dishonor veterans.  The governor joined Lynne to discuss.

The KDKA Afternoon News
5/25/20
5:07pm – 5:14pm

      
     Bill Jeffcoat, a combat Marine who remembers Vietnam like it was 
yesterday.  Mr. Jeffcoat shares his thoughts about Memorial Day.  We 
also got to announce that we raised over 6,000 dollars for his Service 
Dogs for Vets charity by selling show t-shirts.


