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$500,000 would pay $159 a year. The 
levy will equally affect residential 
and commercial properties. 

In addition to the need for more 
bays to store equipment, facility 
improvement would be focused on 
living quarters for career and vol-
unteer staff. 

“Our biggest concern is we ask 
volunteers to come here, and pull 
shifts for free, and we make them 
sleep on couches,” said Fire Chief 
Earl Cumley. 

As of now, the district works out 
of Station 91 and 93 in Bennett, 92 
in Watkins and 94 south of Quincy 
Avenue. During the day three full-
time employees are at Station 93, and 
two full-time and one part-time are 
at Station 92. Station 94 is manned 
solely by volunteers. Station 91, built 
in 1950, is the district’s newest station. 

The district would replace Stations 
91 and 93 in Bennett and build them 
both at the Station 93 location where 
the district already owns land. 

“We aren’t trying to build the Taj 
Mahal,” Cumley said. “This is strictly 
a four-bay station with living quar-
ters upstairs, a two-bay building for 
maintenance, and a small adminis-
tration building with eight offices 
and a board room.” 

According to Woods, safety of fire-
fighters is a main consideration in 
the need for facility improvements. 

“Diesel fuel exhaust has been de-
termined to cause a large percent of 
fire fighter cancers,” he said. “The 
living quarters aren’t well ventilated, 
and we need to provide them with 
as many tools as possible to prevent 
these known causes of cancer.” 
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The district is also concerned 
about fire fighters not being well 
rested after sleeping on couches. 

The training grounds at Station 92 
in Watkins will also be improved to 
avoid mud, which creates an unsafe 
and less effective learning environ-
ment. 

The two mills dedicated to facility 
improvement will sunset as soon 
as capital expenditures are paid off, 
but the district estimates a 20-30-year 
timeline to pay off the project. 

Operational service improvement 
focus would mainly fall on bulking 
up fire protection staff. 

“One of our biggest issues is get-
ting reserve volunteers to stay here,” 
Cumley said. “They come here, they 
try to get experience, they try to get 
hired at other departments, and the 
other departments come after my 
career guys because we can’t pay as 
much. Last year alone we lost five 
career guys to other departments.” 

According to Cumley, the district 
is constantly hiring new personnel to 
replace staff that has left for another 
district. 

The district’s goal is to have at least 
of three to four employees at the 
stations, and to have the quarters to 
sleep them. 

The district has eight or nine local 
volunteer fire fighters that respond 
from home, but they come from the 
metro area, and are often turned 
away because they have nowhere for 
them to sleep. 

The district has mutual aid agree-
ments with Prospect, Brighton, Rat-
tlesnake and Kiowa fire districts, but 
distance affects response times.

In the last 22 years, Bennett Fire 
has only asked for one mill-levy 
increase: 1.9 mills in 2008. 

“Similar departments in our area 
are running mill levies of up to 13 
to 14 mills, so we have fallen way 
behind what those other districts are 
doing,” Woods said. 

The district worked to help al-
leviate its citizens’ costs in recent 
years, and after Oct. 1, many district 
customers’ Insurance Service Office 
ratings will fall. ISO ratings directly 
affect what customers pay for home-
owner’s insurance, and are based on 
a home’s proximity to fire protection. 

ISO is traditionally high in rural 
areas because there are less stations 
and hydrants than in urban areas. 
Bennett Fire was evaluated six years 
ago and given a list of ways to im-
prove ratings, and created a strategic 
plan to lower rates. 

After Oct. 1, if a home is within five 
miles of a station and a hydrant, the 
rating will drop from six to three. If a 
home is within five miles of a station 
but no hydrants, it will drop from a 
nine to a four. 

“We are really proud to say that 
homes within five miles of a station 
and a hydrant in the city of Aurora 
are at three, and soon so will homes 
in Bennett within five miles of a 
station and a hydrant,” Cumley said. 

The district will continue to work 
to improve ISO ratings. 

The district has also made an effort 
over the years to save money by 
opting to maintain older equipment 
rather than buying new. 

“You notice that we drive very nice 
equipment,” Woods said. “Some of 
it is very old, but we take very good 
care of it. The chief makes sure of it, 
and (fleet manager) Gustavo Llanes 
does a fantastic job of making sure 
this equipment is ready to go every 
time.” 

Bennett is also the only district on 
the I-70 Corridor that can guarantee 
around the clock coverage, which 
means they help neighboring dis-
tricts often. 

“We feel that the citizen should 
come first, and that regardless of 
who calls for help, somebody needs 
to show up,” Woods said. “I know it 
costs money, but it is not the citizen’s 
fault if they are not getting coverage 
from the district they are in. It’s the 
nature of the beast out here in rural 
areas.” 

Woods also explained that it is 
cheaper for the district to prepare 
for growth coming to the district 
now than it will be to play catchup 
down the road. 

“I just read something today about 
Aurora having to spend something 
like $11 million to catch up,” Woods 
said. “We don’t want to do that.”

Capt. Caleb Connor also explained 

how more visitors have impacted 
Bennett Fire Protection. The district 
receives nearly 100 calls a year from 
King Soopers and Loves Truck Stop 
alone. 

“When more people come to the 
area, it doesn’t cost us money, but it 
has a direct impact on our service,” 
Connor said. 

Connor also acknowledged new 
development in Bennett is a chal-
lenge for the district. 

“They pay money into the system, 
but when they come into the com-
munity there is a big lag,” Connor 
said. “Lots of unmet capital costs 
that happen and it takes time for tax 
money to come in as the area grows.”

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Sources of district income were 

discussed during citizen’s comments, 
and the district explained the prima-
ry source is through property taxes.

Money also comes from EMS bill-
ing, but the district sits at the nation-
al average of 40 percent of customers 
actually paying the ambulance bill. 
Battalion Chief Tim McCawley also 
explained that the district charges 
$1,100 for an ambulance call, but 
Medicaid and Medicare customers 
only have to pay $137.50. 

“That’s an eleventh of the cost,” 
McCawley said. 

So each year, the district collects 
$170,00 — $180,000 on EMS billing, 
but running and stocking an am-
bulance costs $320,000 and three 
paramedics cost a total of $150,000. 

Specific ownership from license 
plates brings in $60,000 — $70,000 
annually. 

The district will also be able to 
enforce impact fees of $1,200 on new 
homes built within the district, but 
they will not be collected quickly 
enough to cover proposed projects. 

“Costs are going up, and the longer 
we wait, the more expensive this will 
get,” Cumley said. 

Impact fees will go towards capital 
expenditures. 

Citizens also asked whether or not 
the district would be willing to ask 
for two mills rather than four. 

“We would definitely consider it,” 
Woods said. 

Woods also explained that the 
shared facility with the town of 
Bennett was a cheaper option; how-
ever, the town was not in a position 
to move forward with the project 
and fire protection needs to move 
forward immediately.

The fire district will host another 
informational meeting from 8-10 
a.m. Saturday, July 8, at Station 91, 515 
Washington St., Bennett. Breakfast 
will be served. A decision on whether 
to proceed with a mill levy ballot 
question will likely be made at the 
fire board’s July 14 meeting. 

LIMON AUTO SOLUTIONS

719-775-9395
www.LIMON-AUTO.com

MANY MORE VEHICLES STARTING AS LOW AS $3000.00
FINANCE RATES AS LOW AS 3.45% W.A.C. AND UP TO 84 MONTHS

WE LOVE TRADE INS! NO DEALER HANDLING CHARGES

2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
1500 GRAY, LTZ, CREW CAB,
4X4, 5.3LTR V8, 25,970 MILES
$35,000
STOCK# T6149

2015 RAM 1500
TRADESMAN ECO DIESEL WHITE
ONLY 150 MILES!!!
$34,995
STOCK# T6192 

2015 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SPORT POPPY RED
ONLY 11,871 MILES
$34,495
STOCK# T6124

2015 DODGE CHARGER
SXT PEARL WHITE - 15,934 MILES
$23,995
STOCK# P6058

NOTICE OF FILING

Max Radio of Denver LLC, licensee of Radio Station KJHM, 101.5 MHz, 
gives notice that on June 14, 2016, an application (FCC Form 301) for a 
construction permit to change the community of license from Strasburg to 
Watkins, CO, was filed with the Federal Communications Commission.  

Officers, managers, and holders of 10% or greater attributable interests of 
Max Radio of Denver LLC are Aubrey E. Loving, Jr., John A. Trinder, David 
J. Wilhelm, Charles Oliver Iselin, Kevin Gundersen, Dick Lamb, Larry M. 
Saunders, Denver Holdings I, LLC, Denver Holdings II, LLC, Max Media of 
Denver II LLC, Max Media V LLC, Max Media, LLC, Aardvarks Also LLC, 
and LaMaSa Airwaves LLC.

A copy of the application and related materials are available for public 
inspection at www.fcc.gov or at 401 South First Street, Bennett, Colorado, 
80102, between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.


