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FACE THE NATION

12/05/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News 
8:30 – 9:30a senior foreign correspondent (2); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner, Pfizer board member, Illumina 

board member (3); Governor Ned Lamont (D-CT) (4); Dr. Vivek Murthy, U.S. surgeon general (5); Dr. Maria Van 
Kerkhove, epidemiologist, COVID-19 technical lead, World Health Organization (WHO) (6); Francis deSouza, 
CEO, Illumina (7); John Dickerson, CBS News chief political analyst, senior national correspondent, CBS 
SUNDAY MORNING contributor (8)
1) a report from Atlanta on the new COVID variant Omicron, as the Delta variant continues its dominance in the 
United States
2) a report from Seoul, South Korea on the worldwide spread of Omicron and the dominance of the Delta variant
3) Topics include: data from South Africa on the Omicron variant / spike in hospitalizations for children under 5 in 
South Africa; problems with adjusting vaccines for a specific variant / refusal of vaccine donations / importance of 
getting local manufacturing capabilities into countries, instead of relying on donations
4) Topics include: Connecticut’s confirmed case of Omicron / Delta surge / vaccination rate in CT / decision to not 
mandate booster shots in assisted living facilities / difficulty in hiring nurses / option to use a screen-and-stay system 
in schools / criticism of the CDC regarding booster shots / uptick in booster shots since the discovery of the 
Omicron variant
5) Topics include: Omicron infections / COVID fatigue / holiday gatherings / upgrading masks for better quality 
protection; U.S. travel ban for eight African countries / criticism from South African scientists for the ban; reaction 
to criticism from the WHO regarding booster shots
6) Topics include: data on the Omicron variant / need to take more health protective measures; COVAX measure to 
avoid vaccine inequity / need for a more global response and wider vaccine access / criticism of booster shots due to 
their impact on production
7) Topics include: $2 billion allocated to improve sequencing / progress made in tracking and identifying COVID 
variants / United Kingdom’s speed in tracking Omicron / insight into why Omicron seems so uniquely threatening
8) a look at how decorum in politics has gone from bad to worse

12/12/21 Guests: David Begnaud, CBS MORNINGS lead national correspondent (1); Jeff Berardelli CBS News 
8:30 – 9:30a meteorologist and climate specialist (2); Governor Andy Beshear (D-KY) (3); Governor Asa Hutchinson (R-AR) 

(4); Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 
commissioner, Pfizer board member (6); Governor Chris Sununu (R-NH) (7); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior 
foreign correspondent (8); Dr. Tulio de Oliveira, director, Centre for Epidemic Response and Innovation in South 
Africa (9); Mohamed El-Erian, chief economic adviser, Allianz Financial Services Company (10)
1) a report from Mayfield, KY on late Friday’s cluster of tornadoes that devastated six states: Arkansas, Missouri, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Illinois and Kentucky
2) a report on the factors contributing to the rare December tornadoes
3) Topics include: current conditions in Kentucky / search-and-rescue process / types of assistance needed / fatalities
4) Topics include: current conditions in Arkansas / types of assistance needed / recovery process
5) a report from Michigan on the nationwide increase in COVID cases, as the economy and inflation rate worsens
6) Topics include: factors driving the rise in coronavirus cases / support for a mask mandate / new Omicron variant / 
new variant’s impact on other countries / possible fourth vaccine dose for immunocompromised individuals
7) Topics include: factors driving the spike in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in New Hampshire / vaccine 
booster shots / support for home testing / reasons behind not doing a mask mandate
8) a report from Seoul, South Korea on the biggest coronavirus spikes worldwide, as health officials brace for the 
Omicron variant possible overtaking the dominant Delta variant
9) Topics include: impact of the Omicron variant / how it affects children; support for lifting the travel restrictions 
on South Africa
10) Topics include: current 6.8% inflation figure / criticism of the Federal Reserve / mistake in characterizing 
inflation as ‘transitory’ / steps to avoid a recession / reaction to the current situation being compared to 1970s era 
inflation / support for congressional spending bill and how it addresses labor and climate issues
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FACE THE NATION (continued)

12/19/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Imtiaz Tyab, CBS News foreign 
8:30 – 9:30a correspondent (2); Dr. Francis Collins, director, National Institutes of Health (3); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 

commissioner, Pfizer board member (4); Anne Milgram, administrator, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
(5); Hamdullah Mohib, former Afghan national security adviser (6)
1) a report from Atlanta on the current state of the COVID pandemic
2) a report from London on the Omicron infections across in Britain and the recently announced national lockdown 
in the Netherlands
3) Topics include: COVID’s Omicron variant / possible impact of Omicron infections on the U.S. health system / 
protecting children under 5-years-old / travel advice / which tests are the most accurate / monoclonal antibodies 
treatment
4) Topics include: reasons why the Omicron variant doesn’t appear to cause more severe illness / update regarding 
vaccines for children under 5-years-old / COVID fatigue / precautions to take during this latest spike / which tests 
are the most accurate / monoclonal antibodies treatment / possible school closures
5) Topics include: opioid crisis / fentanyl overdoses / Biden administration’s executive orders to fight drug 
trafficking / drug traffickers’ use of social media / advice for parents / how the drug cartels are getting their products 
into the United States
6) Topics include: his reaction to President Biden’s assessment of how Afghan political leaders left the country / 
factors which led to his sudden departure from Afghanistan / details of his and President Ghani’s trip out of 
Afghanistan to Uzbekistan / sanctions against the Taliban / his reaction to statements made by Secretary Blinken on 
FACE THE NATION about Blinken’s negotiation with President Ghani / critics of President Ghani / current 
conditions in Afghanistan / criticism of the United States’ handling of the withdrawal

12/26/21 Guests: Vice President Kamala Harris (1); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News senior White House and political correspondent 
8:30 – 9:30a  (2); Jan Crawford, CBS News chief legal correspondent (2); Weijia Jiang, CBS News senior White House 

correspondent (2); David Martin, CBS News CBS News national security correspondent (2); Nikole Killion, CBS 
News congressional correspondent (2)
1) Topics include: impact of Omicron, the new COVID variant; the U.S. economy / Build Back Better Act / 
Democratic Senator Joe Manchin’s opposition; voting rights / Senate filibuster; national security challenges / 
protecting the integrity of our democracy / climate change; Russian troops on the border with Ukraine; U.S. 
withdrawal from Afghanistan / supporting women and girls in Afghanistan; her own evaluation of her performance 
so far; 2022 midterm elections; cost of living; her recent interview with radio host Charlemagne tha God / injustice 
as a motivator
2) Annual CBS News correspondents’ year-end roundtable topics include: Build Back Better spending bill debate / 
Democratic Senator Joe Manchin’s opposition; military buildup of Russian troops on the border with Ukraine; future 
of Roe v. Wade; voting rights; belief that the biggest national security threat is internal; the Supreme Court; midterm 
elections; predictions for 2022

60 MINUTES

12/05/21 “Reality Winner” – an interview with Reality Winner. The former NSA linguist details her reasons for releasing 
6:00-7:00p classified information regarding Russian hacking of the 2016 election. Includes an interview with Billie Winner-Davis, 

her mother. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster, Sarah Turcotte)
“China’s Next Revolution?” – a report on China’s economic policies. President Xi Jinping aims to make China a 
dominant global economy by pursuing his political ideas opposing free market capitalism. Includes interviews with 
Matt Pottinger, former national security adviser to President Trump and writer at the Hoover Institution; Keyu Jin, an 
economist and teacher at the London School of Economics; and Weijian Shan, CEO of the private equity firm PAG. 
(C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On)
“Gucci” – an interview with Alessandro Michele. As creative director of the famed fashion house, Michele has helped 
redefine the brand. Includes interviews with Marco Bizzarri, CEO of Gucci; and Jared Leto, actor. (See also: “Gucci”, 
OAD: 05/22/88) (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Guy Campanile)
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60 MINUTES (continued)

12/12/21 “Negotiating With the Taliban” – a report on the difficulties facing Afghanistan after the Taliban took control of 
6:00-7:00p the country. Humanitarian organizations are working to help restore many needs, such as food and education. Includes 

interviews with Mary-Ellen McGroarty; Director of the United Nations World Food Program in Afghanistan; Manuel 
Fontaine, a Director for UNICEF; Dr. Qalandar Ebad, health minister of the Taliban; Vicki Aken, head of the U.S.-
based International Rescue Committee in Afghanistan; and a woman named Homira, who fled Eastern Afghanistan. 
(C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Ashley Velie)
“Let There Be Light” – a report on NASA’s James Webb Telescope, the most powerful telescope created to date. 
Due to the length of time it takes for light to reach Earth, the telescope is able to see back in time to the first formations 
of galaxies. Includes interviews with Amy Lo, a systems engineer; Amber Straughn, an astrophysicist; Bill Ochs and 
Greg Robinson, who run the program; and Heidi Hammel and Natalie Batalha, astronomers granted time to use the 
telescope. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Aaron Weisz)
“An Island Off an Island” – a report on Fogo Island, a small island off the coast of Newfoundland, Canada. After 
industrialized fishing nearly destroyed the local economy, great efforts have been made to grow back the community. 
Includes interviews with Zita Cobb, an eighth generation Fogo Islander; Dwight and Hayward Budden, farmers; Glen 
and Jerry Best, fishermen; and Jennifer Sexton, who moved to the island to open a coffee shop. (C: Jon Wertheim – 
P: Nathalie Sommer, Kaylee Tully)

12/19/21 “The Beast” – a report on a massive storm that took place in the Southern and Midwestern parts of the U.S., which 
6:00-7:00p caused an outbreak of destructive tornadoes. While locals are still taking stock of damage, scientists work to 

understand what caused a storm of this scale. Includes interviews with Shawn and Mindy Rickard, James Pendley, 
and Timmy Vannoy, who survived the storm; Pat Spoden, Christine Wieglos and Steve Eddy, who work at the Weather 
Service in Paducah, Kentucky; and Karen Kosiba, a scientist who studies tornadoes at the University of Illinois. (C: 
Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young, Aaron Weisz)
“America’s Dirty Secret” – a report on Lowndes County, Alabama, where communities are without access to waste 
treatment. The cost of personal septic treatment exceeds what many rural Americans are able to afford, and in low-
income areas, individuals are forced to drain sewage into their own surroundings. Includes interviews with Catherine 
Coleman Flowers, a White House adviser, MacArthur Genius Grant recipient, and community advocate in Lowndes 
County; Emma Scott, Charlie Mae Holcomb, and Willie James Holcomb, residents whose homes have been affected; 
Dr. Rojelio Mejia, a tropical disease specialist at Baylor College of Medicine; and Sherry Bradley, Deputy Director 
of the Bureau of Environmental Services of Alabama’s Department of Public Health. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Nichole 
Marks, David M. Levine)
“Trevor Noah” – an interview with Trevor Noah. The South African comedian discusses his upbringing, his private 
life and his time hosting “The Daily Show.” Includes interviews with Ryan Harduth, comedy producer; and David 
Kibuuka, a comedian. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: E. Alexandra Poolos)
The Last Minute – looking forward to the Winter Solstice. (C: Bill Whitaker)

12/26/21 “Weather & Wine” – a report on the effect of climate change on wine production. Rising temperatures impacting 
6:00-7:00p wine regions have vastly changed the economy of the industry. Includes interviews with Christine Sevillano, a tenth 

generation wine maker for the house of Piot-Sevillano; Jacques Lurton, the head of a wine family dynasty who runs 
the Chateau La Louviere; Greg Jones, a research climatologist with Southern Oregon University; Nathalie Ollat, 
director of the project at the Bordeaux Science Institute of Vine and Wine; Stephen Skelton, a viticulturist and member 
of the Institute of Masters of Wine; and Patrick McGrath who represents Tattinger in Great Britain. (C: Lesley Stahl 
– P: Richard Bonin) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT
“Drawing Truth to Power” – an interview with Badiucao. The Chinese political cartoonist and street artist is exiled 
in Australia due to his criticism of China’s government. Includes an interview with Zhou Fengsuo, a student who 
marched for democracy in Tiananmen Square. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Draggan Mihailovich, Jacqueline Williams)
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48 HOURS

12/04/21 48 HOURS: “The Corn Rake Murder” (8:13 – 9:13p) - a report on the death of Amy Mullis from a farming 
accident for which her husband is suspected, though he maintains it was a freak accident. In November 2018, Amy 
Mullis was found dead by her son, Trysten, in a shed on the family farm. She had apparently been killed by a corn 
rake used on the farm. After an investigation, her husband Todd Mullis was arrested for Amy’s murder. The autopsy 
showed a pattern of puncture wounds that indicated Amy had been struck with the corn rake multiple times. Other 
injuries she had also indicated she had been in a struggle. Police investigations turned up an affair that Amy had in 
the past. The couple reconciled, but Amy agreed to leave her job and work on the farm, allegedly so Todd could 
keep an eye on her. Friends testified that Amy was unhappy. Eventually she would begin another affair, with the 
farm’s manager Jerry Frasher, which Todd found out about. Todd’s alibi was that he had been working in a barn 
with Trysten before his son found Amy’s body. However, Trysten would amend his story, adding that he went to the 
office at the front of the barn a few times. At trial, the prosecution maintained this allowed opportunity for Todd to 
commit the murder. They also cited that surveillance cameras around the property were not working the day of 
Amy’s death in addition to suspicious internet searches related to infidelity and murder. Todd countered that there 
had been no surveillance footage for weeks before the murder, possibly due to animals damaging it and that the 
device the searches were made on was accessible to the entire family. After jury deliberations, Todd was found 
guilty. He filed a motion for a new trial based on the fact that his original attorneys did not focus on presenting 
Amy’s death as an accident as he pushed for. In September 2020, his motion was denied and he was sentenced to 
life in prison. On-screen text graphic: Todd and Amy Mullis' three children—Trysten, Taylor, and Wyatt—are 
now with Amy's family. Interviewed: Daniel Nesheiwat, legal expert; Matthew Troiano, legal expert; Dina 
Nesheiwat, legal expert; Woman #1, alternate juror; Woman #2, juror. (C: Jim Axelrod – P: Betsy Shuller, Lisa 
Freed, Lauren Clark) (OAD: 09/26/20)

12/04/21 48 HOURS: “What Happened to the Perfect Child?” (9:13 – 9:13p) – an update to “The Perfect Child” (OAD: 
02/10/00), a 48 HOURS INVESTIGATION on Americans who adopted children from Russia. This report focuses 
on what ultimately happened to a 9-year-old girl adopted in 1997 by Crystal and Jesse, a couple from Atlanta, GA. 
While in Russia, adopting the girl they named Caralee, Crystal and Jesse also adopted a 3-year-old boy they named 
Joshua. Two years later, the couple came to believe Caralee was dangerous, even capable of murder and claimed she 
tried to throw her younger brother off a 30-foot-high deck. Troy Roberts, who reported on their story, was present as 
the American couple returned Caralee to Russia and left her behind in a children’s psychiatric hospital. Over the 
years, Roberts tried to keep track of Caralee, but was unable to find out what happened to her. Last summer she 
reached out to Roberts and they reunited in North Carolina, where Caralee, now known as Sabrina Caldwell, lives 
with her husband and four children. During their meeting, Caldwell explained what happened on the family deck 
with Joshua, her feelings about Crystal and Jesse, how she left the hospital in Russia and was adopted by new 
parents in North Carolina, and her family with her husband. This broadcast also includes Roberts’ own experience 
with adoption: In 2003, he became certified to adopt and learned about a woman in Djibouti (in East Africa) who 
was hoping to find an American to adopt her 4-year-old son, because she feared for his safety due to his being 
mixed-race. Roberts and his son, Jonah Gray Roberts, now 23-years-old, discuss their life together. On-screen text 
graphic: Jonah’s mother passed away a few years after his adoption. Interviewed for the 12/04/21 broadcast: 
Sabrina Caldwell (f.k.a. Caralee); Phil Caldwell, Sabrina’s husband; and Jonah Gray Roberts, Troy Roberts’ son. 
Also includes archival excerpts from previous interviews with: Caralee (n.k.a. Sabrina Caldwell); Crystal and Jesse, 
Caralee’s former adoptive parents; Dr. Brian Kennedy, psychiatrist who treated Caralee; and Nina Kostina, Russian 
émigré who ran the Frank Foundation, an adoption agency. (See also: "The Perfect Child" (48 HOURS 
INVESTIGATION), OAD: 02/10/00) (C: Troy Roberts – P: Murray Weiss)
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48 HOURS (continued)

12/11/21 48 HOURS: “Who Killed Rachael DelTondo?” (9:00 – 10:00p) - an update on the investigation into the May 
2018 murder of Rachael DelTondo, a popular teacher who was gunned down outside her home in Aliquippa, PA. 
The case was first featured in 48 HOURS: “What Happened to Rachael”, OAD: 05/18/19. The investigation led to 
several potential leads for the police to follow, including the actions of DelTondo’s ex-fiancé Frank Catroppa and 
her friendship with Sheldon Jeter, a young Aliquippa High School athlete. Before the murder, Catroppa was allowed 
access to a police report about DelTondo with a lot of sensitive personal information, but he denies showing it to 
anyone. Jeter, through his attorney, also denies anything to do with the murder. There is also the belief that Sheldon 
Jeter was obsessed with DelTondo and there may have been some sort of inappropriate relationship. Her mother, 
Lisa DelTondo, also says her daughter told her she was cooperating in an ongoing investigation by state police into 
alleged corruption in the Aliquippa Police Department and had received death threats. UPDATE: On May 17th, 
2020, Sheldon Jeter was arrested and charged with the murder of Tyric Pugh, a friend of Jeter’s who lived on and off 
with the family. In early June 2021, Jeter went on trial and was ultimately found guilty; in Pennsylvania, first-degree 
murder carries a mandatory sentence of life without parole. A secret Pennsylvania statewide grand jury has heard 
evidence about Jeter’s possible involvement in DelTondo’s death; the district attorney’s office hasn’t officially 
named a suspect or person of interest. According to Frank Catroppa’s new attorney and District Attorney Lozier, 
Catroppa is not a suspect in DelTondo’s murder. No on-screen text graphic for this broadcast. Interviewed for this 
broadcast: Michael Moreland, minister, Sheldon Jeter’s uncle; John Paul, investigative journalist, CBS News 
consultant; Michael Santicola, Sheldon Jeter’s attorney; and David Lozier, district attorney, Beaver County, PA. 
Contains interviews featured in “What Happened to Rachael”: John Paul (investigative journalist/CBS News 
Consultant); Lisa and Joe DelTondo (parents); Frank Catroppa (ex-fiancé); Jen Glovan (once Rachael’s best friend); 
Matt Mottes, Jen Glovan’s boyfriend; Joe Perciavalle (Assistant Police Chief); Michael Santicola (Sheldon Jeter’s 
attorney); Jackie Belcastro (Rachael’s aunt); and Lauren Watkins (17-year old friend/former student of Rachael’s). 
(See also: 48 HOURS: “What Happened to Rachael?”, OAD: 05/18/19, Rebroadcast: 09/07/19 - includes an updated 
on-screen text graphic.) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Judy Rybak, Stephanie Slifer)

12/18/21 48 HOURS: “Scott Peterson: Case in Question” (8:00 – 9:00p) - an update on the case of Scott Peterson, who was 
convicted and sentenced to death for the murder of his pregnant wife in 2004. On December 24th, 2002, Laci 
Peterson was reported missing by her family in Modesto, CA. Investigators’ suspicions turned to her husband, Scott, 
whom they believed was acting strangely in response to her disappearance. They also considered it odd that he spent 
the 24th on a fishing trip, leaving Laci alone, despite her being eight months pregnant. The case quickly gained 
national and international attention. A month after Laci’s disappearance, Amber Frey came forward and revealed 
that she had been in a romantic relationship with Scott and had no idea he had been married or expecting a child. 
More than three months after her disappearance, the bodies of Laci and Conner washed up in San Francisco Bay, 
only a few miles away from where Scott said he was fishing on Christmas Eve. Police quickly moved to arrest Scott. 
In 2003, Scott’s trial began in Redwood City, CA, where it had been moved to avoid publicity. The prosecution 
focused on the numerous lies he told during the investigation and used Amber Frey’s secretly made recordings of 
phone calls between her and Scott. He was found guilty on November 11th, 2004. Four months later, Scott was 
sentenced to death. Scott’s defense team filed appeals for years and in the summer of 2020, the California Supreme 
Court threw out his death sentence due to a mistake on how jurors were selected. His attorneys continue to push for 
an entirely new trial based on juror Richelle Nice, who incorrectly filled out a prospective juror questionnaire. 
Scott’s defense team, as well as his sister-in-law Janey Peterson, theorize that Laci was still alive when Scott left for 
his fishing trip, that he is being framed and that there is a connection between two men caught burglarizing a home 
across the street from the Petersons. Original on-screen text graphic: Scott Peterson's next court appearance is 
expected in June 2021. On-screen text graphic for the 12/18/21 rebroadcast: On December 8, 2021 Scott 
Peterson was resentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole for the deaths of his wife and unborn 
child. Interviewed: Jon Buehler, Modesto Police detective; Jack Leonard, senior editor of investigations, Los 
Angeles Times; Michael Cardoza, member of Scott’s defense team; Pat Harris, Scott’s defense attorney; Janey 
Peterson, Scott’s sister-in-law. (See also: 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Highly Charged”, OAD: 06/02/04; 48 HOURS 
MYSTERY: “On The Verge Of A Verdict”, OAD: 10/30/04; and 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Guessing Game”, 
OAD: 12/06/08, Rebroadcast: 02/20/10) (C: Jonathan Vigliotti – P: Chuck Stevenson) (OAD: 05/01/21)
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48 HOURS (continued)

12/18/21 48 HOURS: “The Life and Death of Nikki Kuhnhausen” (9:00 – 10:00p) - a report on the murder of Nikki 
Kuhnhausen, who disappeared June 6th, 2019 after connecting with a man in a Snapchat rendezvous. Her murder 
continues to impact LGBTQI (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and intersex people) communities. The 
murder of Kuhnhausen illustrates the real-life dangers and struggles many in the transgender community face every 
day. Kuhnhausen, age 17, vanished from Vancouver, WA in June 2019, just hours after meeting and exchanging 
messages on Snapchat with David Bogdanov, then 25. Bogdanov also seemingly disappeared. Four months later, 
Bogdanov claimed phone problems when he met with police and told them the last time he had seen Kuhnhausen 
was when he asked her to get out of his car, after she told him she was transgender. Bogdanov told police he had no 
idea where Kuhnhausen went after she left him. On December 7th, 2019, six months after she disappeared, 
Kuhnhausen’s body was discovered by a hiker on Larch Mountain. Bogdanov was arrested on December 17th, 2019 
after cell tower data placed his phone where Kuhnhausen’s body was found. Prosecutors and investigators say 
Bogdanov killed Kuhnhausen in a hate-filled rage after learning she was transgender. At his August 2021 trial, 
Bogdanov said he killed Kuhnhausen in self-defense when she reached for his gun. He testified that he panicked 
after realizing she was dead and dumped Kuhnhausen’s body at Larch Mountain. Bogdanov was found guilty of 
murder in the second degree and malicious harassment, a hate crime. He was sentenced to the maximum 19 and a 
half years for murder, with 12 concurrent months for the malicious harassment charge. Kuhnhausen’s mother and 
supporters from the Justice for Nikki Task Force were determined something positive should come from her death 
and worked with legislators in Washington to pass Nikki’s Law, which is designed to prevent defendants charged 
with violent crimes from using sexual orientation or gender identity as an excuse for violence, the so-called “gay” or 
“trans panic defense”. On-screen text graphic: According to the Human Rights Campaign, there have been more 
violent deaths of transgender and non-binary people in the U.S. in 2021 than any other year on record. Interviewed: 
Lisa Woods, Nikki’s mother; Arielle Fox, Nikki’s best friend; Taylor Watts, Nikki’s childhood friend; Kristen 
Arnaud, Clark County prosecutor; Colin Hayes, Clark County prosecutor; Detective Joe Swenson, Clark County 
Sheriff’s office; Devon Davis Williamson, clinical social worker, transgender activist; Linden Walls, transgender 
activist; Vicki Matsuk, David Bogdanov’s niece; and Lily Bogdanov, David Bogdanov’s sister. (C: Jamie Yuccas – 
P: Susan Mallie, Jennifer Terker)
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48 HOURS (continued)

12/25/21 48 HOURS: “Natalie Wood: Death in Dark Water” (8:00 – 9:00p) - a follow-up report about the unexplained 
death of Hollywood star Natalie Wood nearly four decades ago. County sheriff’s investigators speak for the first 
time and tell 48 HOURS her then-husband, actor Robert Wagner, is now a person of interest; the investigators want 
to speak with Wagner about circumstances surrounding her death in 1981. Wood drowned off the coast of Catalina 
Island in California in November 1981 after she went missing from the Splendour, her family’s yacht. Also aboard 
that night were Captain Dennis Davern, and actor Christopher Walken. The next day, Wood was found floating in 
the water wearing a red down jacket and flannel nightgown. After a two-week investigation, the death was ruled an 
accident. In 2011, as detailed in “Natalie Wood’s Fatal Voyage” (OAD: 11/19/11), the L.A. County Sheriff’s 
Department reopened the death investigation. In 2012, the L.A. Coroner’s Office amended the death certificate from 
“accidental drowning” to “drowning and other undetermined factors.” Now, six years after that investigation 48 
HOURS talks with the investigators about new witnesses, evidence, and theories as to what happened that night. 
Rumors of foul play have long surrounded Wood’s mysterious death. At first, the three men aboard the boat told 
detectives Wood took off in a dinghy and went ashore. Over time, Wagner and Davern’s accounts have shifted, 
raising a red flag to the investigators. Investigators also say Wagner has refused to speak with them since the case 
was re-opened. Investigators today note the autopsy report indicates there were a number of bruises that appeared to 
be fresh on Wood’s body. The latest information is detailed through interviews with the detectives, and Natalie 
Wood’s sister, Lana Wood. Also included are archival interviews with Robert Wagner and Captain Dennis Davern. 
Original on-screen text graphic: 48 HOURS’ requests to interview Robert Wagner and Christopher Walken were 
declined. The Splendour is currently up for sale. On-screen text graphic for the 07/04/20 rebroadcast: 48 HOURS’ 
requests to interview Robert Wagner and Christopher Walken were declined. On-screen text graphic for the 
12/25/21 rebroadcast: 48 Hours' requests to interview Robert Wagner and Christopher Walken were declined by 
their representatives. This fall, Lana Wood published "Little Sister: My Investigation into the Mysterious Death of 
Natalie Wood." Interviewed: John Corina, LA County Sheriff’s Office; Detective Ralph Hernandez; Lana Wood, 
Natalie’s sister; Sam Kashner, Vanity Fair contributing editor; Matt Crowley, close family friend; Duane Rasure, 
original detective; and Thomas Noguchi, coroner. (See also: 48 HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “Vanity Fair: 
Hollywood Scandal”, OAD: 11/19/11; Rebroadcast: 09/15/12) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Liza Finley, Ryan N. Smith, 
Judy Rybak, Alec Sirken) (OAD: 02/03/18; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/04/20 – includes an updated on-screen text graphic.)

12/25/21 48 HOURS: “The Fenn Treasure” (9:00 – 10:00p) - a report on the treasure hunt started by a rich art dealer and 
the lives lost in pursuit of it. After he retired as a fighter pilot, Forrest Fenn became a successful art dealer in Santa 
Fe, NM. In 2010, he published a memoir that included a twenty-four line poem that he said contained clues to the 
location of a ten-by-ten inch box filled with gold he had hidden in the Rocky Mountains. After attention from the 
media, the hunt grew in popularity, including annual “Fennboree” meetups, which Forrest himself attended. On 
January 5th, 2016, Randy Bilyeu set off searching along the Rio Grande near Santa Fe, NM with his dog. He was 
reported missing ten days later. A helicopter rescue crew located his dog and raft, but could not find Randy. Six 
months later, his body was found on a riverbank. In June 2017, three more searchers lost their lives. Jeff Murphy fell 
off a cliff. Pastor Paris Wallace attempted to cross the high waters of the Rio Grande near the Taos Junction Bridge, 
but was overcome. His body was recovered four days later and spurred New Mexico State Police to ask Fenn to call 
off the hunt. Fenn refused. Eric Ashby attempted to swim across the Arkansas River outside Canon City, CO, but 
could not get past the rapids. On March 17th 2020, Mike Sexson and Steven Inlow set off from Salt Lake City, UT 
so they could search before the coronavirus lockdowns went into place. Originally on snowmobiles, they left their 
vehicles and most of their supplies when the terrain changed. They attempted to reach a mountain ridge, but the trek 
was more arduous than anticipated. Without water, Steve resorted to drinking his urine to survive the cold. At 2AM 
on March 20th, he awoke to find Mike dead from hypothermia. The next day, Steven was able to draw the attention 
of a helicopter. On June 6th, 2020, Fenn posted a brief message on a forum used by searchers stating the treasure had 
been found. In July 2020, he elaborated that it was found in Wyoming. In September 2020, Fenn passed away. Later 
that year, Jack Stuef went public as the person who had located the treasure. On-screen text graphic: To this day, 
searchers continue to look for the spot where Jack Stuef found the treasure, still hoping to solve the clues in Fenn's 
poem. Interviewed: Liz Key, Mike’s friend; Beth Van Oss, Mike’s girlfriend; Dan Barbarisi, author, Chasing the 
Thrill: Obsession, Death, and Glory in America's Most Extraordinary Treasure Hunt; Sacha Dent, searcher, Fenn’s 
friend; Katya Luce, searcher, Fenn’s friend; Toby Younis, YouTube show host; Kathy Leibold, Randy’s sister; Erin 
Johnson, flight nurse; Jay Raynor, Dan Barbarisi’s treasure-hunting partner; Paul Ashby, Eric’s father; Steven 
Inlow, Mike’s friend. (C: Tony Dokoupil – P: Paul LaRosa, Dena Goldstein) (OAD: 05/22/21)
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS

12/09/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING BOB DOLE (1923 – 2021) – initial chyron ID: Former 
Senator Bob Dole Lies In State In The Capitol Rotunda – live coverage of the ceremony honoring former Senator 
Bob Dole inside the Capitol rotunda. Mr. Dole died December 5th at the age of 98 from lung cancer. Speakers 
include: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Minority Leader; Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Majority Leader; 
Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), House Speaker; and President Joseph R. Biden. Benediction delivered by 
Barry C. Black, Senate Chaplain. Coverage also includes an interview with Representative Marcy Kaptur (D-OH). 
Correspondents: Major Garrett (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (CBS News Washington); Kris Van 
Cleave (Capitol Hill); and Ed O’Keefe (White House).

12/10/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: REMEMBERING BOB DOLE (1923 – 2021) – live coverage of former 
Senator Bob Dole’s funeral at the Washington National Cathedral in Washington, DC. Mr. Dole died December 5th 
at the age of 98 from lung cancer. Eulogists: President Joseph R. Biden; former Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS); former 
Senator Tom Daschle (D-SD); and Robin Dole, Bob Dole’s daughter. Homily delivered by Barry C. Black, Senate 
Chaplain. Correspondents: Major Garrett (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy Cordes (Washington National 
Cathedral, Washington, DC); John Dickerson (CBS News New York); and Kris Van Cleave (World War II 
Memorial, Washington, DC).

* * * * *


