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     WGFL-TV       
               Second Quarter 2014 Quarterly Issues Report   
      Covering April 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014 

 

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral                
communication with community members, it was determined 
that among the concerns of the Gainesville community at-large 
were the following issues: 

 

     Consumer Information 

     Healthcare and Medical News 

     Government 

     Education  

     Environment 

     Crime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:   Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program: Public Affairs half hour weekly 

Airdate:   Fridays and Sundays, Second Quarter 2014 
    April 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014 

Airtime:   Fridays, 4:30am and Sundays, 1:30am 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  This weekly program is a locally produced  
    discussion program concerning various  
    issues in the community and county.  It 
    features people from our community who  
    are involved in bettering our lives and those 
    who live here. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



     WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 Issue:   Local Crime       

 Program:   Police Beat 

 Type of Program: Locally produced half hour with Police  
     Department 

 Airdate:   Fridays and Saturdays, Second Quarter 2014 
     April 1 through June 30, 2014 

 Airtime:   Fridays, 4am and Saturdays 6pm 

 Duration:   30 Minutes 

 Description:  In cooperation with the Gainesville Police  
    Department, we air this locally produced  
    show featuring current day-to-day   
    problems that face this local law enforce- 
    ment agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

  

 Issue:   Community Public Affairs 

 Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

 Type of Program: Public Affairs 

 Airdate:   Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Second   
    Quarter 2014      
    April 1 through June 30, 2014 

 Airtime:   Tuesdays 6am, Fridays 2:30am,    
    Saturdays 6:30am 

 Duration:   30 Minutes 

 Description:  Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public  
    affairs program which covers a wide array  
    of community issues, including education, 
    crime, health and community events, etc. 
    See attachment for specific 2nd quarter  
    shows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

 Issues:   Crime/Healthcare and Medical News/  
    Consumer Information/Education/  
    Government/Environment 

Program:   GTN News on CBS4 

Type of Program: Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:   Monday-Friday, Second Quarter 2014  
     April 1 through June 30, 2014 

Airtime:   5:30pm, 6pm and 11pm (4/1-5/14)  
     6pm and 11pm (5/15-6/30) 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:  See attached for details on specific issues  
     covered throughout the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   WGFL-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

     APRIL      
      MAY       
      JUNE       
      2014 

GOVERNMENT          
 4/1/14 5:30, 6 & 11PM        
   Florida Sunshine Laws 

Representative Dave Hood says his bill will make Florida's Sunshine Laws better, 
easier, faster and more operable.  
   The way it is now, everyone has access to all state, county and municipal public 
records, but you have to get them from a clerk. 
   "You make your request, you make it in writing, you specify what you need, the 
agency has to give you a response, let you know what it's going to cost to produce 
those records. And they do it." 
   With HB 1151, government agencies would be required to train each employee on 
public records laws so that other officials would be able to handle public records.  
   But Robert Rush says he doesn't think the law will really change things when it 
comes to who is actually retrieving the records. 
   "You've got clerks that do that, assistant clerks that do that. So when a request 
comes in to a city commissioner, more than likely that city commissioner is going to 
call staff and says, 'Look, we've got this request, can you please deal with it?' And 
staff will deal with it. And I believe that regardless of how they change the law, that 
is still going to be the mechanism because the people do not physically have those 
records." 
   Representative Hood feels like this legislation is needed to keep the government in 
the sunshine. 
   "We're not called the Sunshine State just because of the weather, but also because 
Florida is the leader in transparent and open government. He says this bill will help 
that to continue." 
   If it is passed, the bill will go into effect this July 1st. 

 

4/2/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Gainesville Citizen’s Academy 



Gainesville residents are getting the opportunity to learn about their city inside and 

out. GTN has more on what's taught in Gainesville's Citizens' Academy. 

The city offers a free academy for Gainesville residents to teach them how the local 

government works 

   Six classes highlight behind the scenes operations for everything from GRU to 

emergency services to budgeting the city. Today's session focused on protecting the 

public. 

   "I knew basics I guess of what goes into police and fire departments. But I think 

today made us more aware that it is, you know, very complicated and detail-oriented 

positions and jobs that go into successfully keeping everybody safe in the 

community." 

  One UF political science major says she she's taking the course in case she wants a 

job in city government. 

   "Just learning what goes on in a city and everything that goes on. Just with the GPD 

and all that they deal with like drugs and narcotics, it's a lot. So it's good to see what 

all of it's about." 

   "It's definitely very informative so I totally suggest anybody that, you know, is 

interested, it is free, for them to come out and do it and be apart of it." 

   This class has two more sessions before graduation at a city commission meeting on 

the 17th.  

  

 4/3/14  5:30, 6 & 11pm        

   Transportation Sales Tax 

Gainesville city commissioners today vote on how they'd like to divvy up the money 
if a transportation sales tax referendum passes in November. The staff is proposing 
using 60% for roads and the remaining for transit. The county also has a 
say.  Commissioners also discuss whether they'd like an external investigation of 
GRU's finances. Also up for discussion is whether background checks should be 
required for those staying at Gainesville's new homeless center which opens May. 
             
 4/11/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   High Springs Police Chief 

High Springs officials are giving some new reasons for wanting to demote the former 

police chief, Steve Holley.  

    GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on the police department's report card. 



    It started when the city hired former commissioner, Eric May, to fix some problems 

with the city's server, but his job transitioned into auditing the police department. 

    "Because of the problems that occurred over at the police department, we asked 

him to go over there and do some assistance. The complete report is being looked at 

by the legal department." 

    The report came out this week and booth says it shows that Holley's lack of 

management skills are to blame for the police department being in such "disarray".  

   He says the city now has to put the department "back together". 

    "I don't think you understand how badly the police department was managed. We 

like the individual, but he didn't have the skills to be the police chief. He never should 

have been." 

    Three weeks ago the city said the police department had "tens of thousands of 

dollars' worth of unused equipment. This report itemizes the unnecessary items at a 

little over $11,000. 

   "But the report is missing almost 30 pages. The city attorney says that's because all 

of those pages need to be reviewed for any possibility of a security breech." 

   "There is a specific statute that says before you release that kind of data you need to 

look at it and if it needs to be redacted, then so be it." 

   "The city attorney says he is not available to speak with us. And city manager, Ed 

Booth, says he won't talk to us until the rest of the report card comes out next week." 

 5/6/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   City Planning 

The city of Gainesville is calling for new changes in city planning  
 
Updates range from new land zoning to planning transparency and mapping.  
 
"I want to thank you all for listening to us," said one resident.  
 
"We're very happy that you listened to us and heard what we wanted and 
accommodated us and I want to thank all of you," said another resident.  
 
Folks in some of Gainesville's oldest neighborhoods got some good news Tuesday 
night.  
 
City planners say they don't plan to rezone neighborhoods like Porter's and Oak Park 
at least for now.  
 
City staffer Scott Wright says it's important for Gainesville to promote growth and 
expansion while preserving older neighborhoods.  

http://airmail.calendar/2014-05-13%2020:00:00%20EDT
http://airmail.calendar/2014-05-13%2020:00:00%20EDT


 
"One of the goals of the city for some time has been to facilitate infill and 
redevelopment around downtown and if you think about it that's a lot of the places 
it makes sense for growth to occur. However, we have established single-family 
neighborhoods We have historic districts on the books we want to protect," said 
Wright.  
 
The city will hold two more meetings this month, including one on Wednesday at city 
hall.  
 
Staff will later present findings, in regards to new planning developments, to the city 
commission.  

 6/21/14   6 & 11pm         
   City Commission Changes  

In an effort to control meeting productivity and  make sure each scheduled item is covered, the 
commission is changing the structure of its meetings. 
   "What we're doing now is we're actually going to start the meeting with an open period of 
citizen comment. We're going to start our evening portion actually earlier at 5:30 instead of 
6:00. We'll do proclamations, special recognitions and then the rest of that period is citizen 
comment until about 6:30 And then that means we'll start our scheduled evening items on 
time, get through them on time, which means we'll finish those well before 11:00 which then 
means the remainder of that period will again be a third opportunity for citizen comment." 
   Additionally, there will still be public comment after each scheduled agenda item. But 
residents say their comments aren't what delays the agenda during commission meetings. 
   "This is something that I would like to buy every commissioner. It's a little hour glass for three 
minutes. And when on an item you can turn it over 3 times. That gives you 9 minutes per item 
to talk instead of going on and on and on saying the same thing or changing the subject, which 
the mayor did say does happen and it happens a lot." 
   "As is almost always the case, when city commission meetings run past 11:00PM deadline, we 
find commissioners could not limit themselves in such a way that it would allow the scheduled 
afternoon items to be completed in the afternoon." 

6/27/14  6 & 11pm          
  City’s Upcoming Budget Numbers 

The city of Gainesville's budget numbers are out for the upcoming fiscal year and the outlook 
appears promising.  
 
Gainesville city manager Russ Blackburn says the city's deficit could drop about a million dollars 
this upcoming fiscal year. 
 



And through the city's general fund, the tax rate should decrease or remain the same. 
 
"This is what's called a roll-back that we'll adopt and recommend a rate of taxation that equals 
the same amount of revenue," said Gainesville city manager Russ Blackburn.  
 
But the good news does come  at a cost. 
 
The city plans to cut at least 22 jobs while continuing to outsource custodian and mowing services. 
 
Commissioner Todd Chase says, in this case, the good does not outweigh the bad. 

 

 5/24/14  6pm & 11pm        
    Pipeline and Environment 

The city of Crystal River and Duke Energy are installing a pipeline, which they say will improve 
water quality. In our big story tonight, GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on why the city says this 
$5 million project is needed.  
 
Duke Energy pulls about three million gallons from the Crystal River aquifer every day.  
 
Crystal River's Director of Public Works, David Burnell, says, "Our aquifer, when we don't have 
much rain, it suffers because of all the withdrawal. Any reduction in that withdrawal is usually 
beneficial."  
 
Since 2010, Crystal River and Duke Energy have collaborated on a plan for a seven mile 
reclaimed water pipeline. The pipeline will redirect water from the waste water spray field to 
Duke Energy, to offset the amount Duke uses daily.  
 
Burnell says, "We're hoping to send them a million gallons a day in this process." 
 
He says there is also an environmental benefit. Currently, the reclaimed water is used in a spray 
field, goes back into the ground, and ultimately the aquifer.  
 
Burnell says, "There is a residual amount of nitrogen in that water and that gets into the aquifer 
and actually potentially part of the issue with Kings Bay." 
 
He says this investment in necessary because Kings Bay is considered 'impaired' and that is 
because of this slimy, green algae. 
 
The algae is called 'lymbia', and it settles at the bottom of Kings Bay. Burnell says the algae 
affects the ecosystem and water quality.  
 
"Literally there are mats of this material now that cover parts of the bay and the vegetation, the 
good vegetation, that the manatee use and that is also used to clean the water, is diminished 
greatly." 
 
The City of Crystal River is contributing $2.5 million dollars to the project. We spoke to some 
local residents off camera and they say while they support cleaning up the bay, they don't agree 



with the multimillion dollar price tag. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection and 
Duke Energy are also chipping in. The DEP is giving $2.5 million and Duke is spending $2 
million. The pipeline is expected to be completed next year.  

6/26/14 6 & 11pm          
  VA Controversy   

 Immediate action to improve veterans access to care is a priority.  
That's according to acting VA Secretary Sloan Gibson who paid a visit to Gainesville today.  
 
 Briana Harper tells us more about the secretary's proposed plan of action nationally-- that could 
help veteran healthcare services locally.  
 
For weeks acting VA Secretary Sloan Gibson has paid visits to VA Hospitals across the nation - 
in the aftermath of controversy.  
But today his appearance at Gainesville's Malcom Randall VA Medical Center brings signs of 
progress for local veteran healthcare.  
Gibson says, "Trust is the foundation of everything we do here at the va. It's the trust that we 
have to earn from our veterans day in and day out as we deliver on our promise to them." 

And that begins with the Veterans Health Administration allocating $2  to increase veterans' 
access to care.  

 Money that will help pay for more staffing, expanded clinic hours, and new appointment slots.  

 Marine Corp veteran James Barbarito says, "It's been a lot better now they've sent me letters, now 
they're seeing me for my conditions that came from Camp Lejeune, they ordered me some more tests 
but you know its a year late but its still there.  

Barbarito is one of the more than 3,000 veterans waiting for healthcare who the Gainesville VA 
has now reached out to.  
But the inspector general plans to continue its review of the VA in efforts to increase 
transparency and hold senior leaders accountable for any signs of negligent management..  

"I've said repeatedly and will continue to say where there are instances of that kind of behavior I 
will not hesitate to use whatever authority I have at my disposable to hold those people 
accountable." 

Local veterans also tells us - what's just as important is actively seeking their needs.  

"You gotta go sit down with that veterans that are sitting on the benches and go sit down and 
talk to a vet for awhile-- he'll tell you what's going on especially if he don't know who you are 
that's the best way." 

Gibson says the Department of Veterans Affairs is also working with state agencies but admits 
there is still more work to be done. 

 



 

 

EDUCATION 

 

 4/4/14 5:30, 6 & 11PM        
   More Funding for State Colleges 

The better the performance, the more money.  

 

That's the plan state lawmakers would like to provide when it comes to funding state 

colleges.  

GTN's Briana Harper tells us how this change could impact our local schools. 

Just last year the state approved a ruling to provide performance-based funding for 

state universities.  

Now the same could soon apply to colleges.  

Santa Fe College Provost Ed Bonahue says, "Performance funding is a way for all 

colleges to be mindful of the things that are most important for students which is the 

outcomes." 

This initiative originally proposed in the Senate recommends combining budgets from 

both the house and the senate.  

A combined budget of more than 30 million dollars to reward successfully run state 

colleges--like top 10 ranked Santa Fe.  

Santa Fe Student Jason Smith says,"College is designed mostly to help people get to 

the next level and Santa Fe does totally do their best to get their students to the next 

level whether its dual-enrollment, whether they are high school drop outs, or if they're 

just here for post-secondary education in general." 

The amount of funding given will be based on seven performance areas including 

student retention, graduation rates, as well as post-grad employment.  

The percentage of performance funding for each college has not yet been set-- but 

Santa Fe is assured it can benefit.  

 

"In terms of the success we have as a percentage of enrollment we're very confident 

that we'll compete well. 



The proposal has several more Senate stops for approval before making it to the 

house.  

 4/7/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Education Bill 

GTN  has more on an education bill that Alachua County doesn't want. 
   "SB 864 would put all textbook choosing power in the hands of school districts, but 
Alachua County Public Schools say they want to keep those decisions in the hands of 
the state." 
  "Well we're concerned about it, quite frankly. It would mean an awful lot of 
additional work that the school district has to put in order to review all of the 
textbooks that are out there." 
   The way it is now, the state reviews all possible textbook options and narrows 
them down to a smaller selection for the districts to choose from.  
   Last year the state reviewed almost 150 books and approved 11.  
   The senate bill will take away the states involvement leaving the reviewing and 
negotiating up to schools. 
   "We're worried about the costs. The more textbooks you buy, the cheaper the 
textbooks are going to be. So if you lose the state's purchasing power, we're going to 
end up spending more on these materials." 
   Dr. Mary Hall oversees textbook adoption for Alachua County. She says this 
legislation could cost the district up to $40,000 
   "We do not see that any changes really are necessary in the process as far as our 
district is concerned. We are able to have flexibility, our teachers do the selecting so 
we find that the current process works well for us." 
   "The Florida Department of Education says its not supporting or opposing the bill, 
which is now scheduled for its third reading before the senate votes."  

 4/17/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Computer based homework 

With homework and textbooks becoming computer based, there is a gap between kids 

who have access to technology and those who don't. It's known as the digital divide. 

GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on what Gainesville is doing to help bridge the gap. 

    "A lot of our kids, the majority, 90% live below the poverty line. They don't have 

computers at home, they don't have the internet." 

   Natalya Bannister is the vice president of the Woodland Park Boys and Girls Club 

and she says she sees more and more kids who aren't able to do their schoolwork 



because they don't have computer access.  

  Because such a big part of education is computer-based, Gainesville decided to do 

something about it. The city donated $12,000 to get 35 computers to try to help bridge 

the gap. 

   "It's just a great way for us to make a difference in our community and to help us 

really stop generational poverty and give our residents every opportunity to be 

successful. 

   Fourteen of the 35 new computers are in Bannister's Boys and Girls Club and she 

says it has completely changed the kids attitudes. 

   "To know that they have access to it every day; it's in their neighborhood, in their 

community where they can just walk over, come to the Boys and Girls Club, get their 

homework done and get on the computer and work on their homework from there." 

   The club offers classes for both kids and parents to learn computer skills. 

 4/21/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program 

Florida Senate is considering some changes to the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship program, or 
vouchers. This amendment to a Senate bill would hold private schools more accountable for the 
progress of students receiving state funding. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on this 
controversial education issue.  
 
The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship program provides state funding to the children from lower 
income families to afford private school tuition. In a new amendment to a bill in the Senate, 
students receiving these scholarships would be required to take annual tests which would be 
reported to the state. The results would be provided to parents and compared to similar 
assessments in public schools to better measure the progress of their student. Some private 
schools say they already choose similar testing practices.  
 
Paula Gorman, Owner of New Generations Christian School, says, "I am personally for that 
aspect of it, because we need to be held accountable. We need to be accountable to our 
parents, we need to be accountable to the people who are supporting us as far as taxes." 
 
The Alachua County Education Association says it still isn't an even playing field.  
 
Karen McCann, President of the Alachua County Education Association, says, "There are many 
different kinds of tests that can be chosen. So you have to question which test are they using 
and turning into the state." 
 
Public school systems argue vouchers take state funding away from public schools and give it 
to religious private institutions. Some private schools argue by accepting more lower income 
students through the voucher program, it actually benefits the public system. 
 
Gorman says, "We're taking the kids that can usually be considered hard to educate or hard to 
get to graduate, we're taking those out, we're leaving the other kids and I don't understand how 
we're really hurting them." 
  



The Education Association says this is not always the case. 
 
McCann says, "Frequently what happens in private schools is if a student becomes a behavior 
problem or if a student's grades start to slip, or if they see they are not performing adequately 
on a test, they have the ability to send them back to public school essentially." 
  
The bill which includes the amendment regarding private school accountability is heading to the 
Senate floor. A similar bill is also in the Florida House. The bill also includes to change to the 
income eligibility requirements. Instead of only allowing families with lower incomes qualifying 
for free and reduced lunch, it would allow a household income of $62,000 a year within a family 
of four.  

 

 4/30/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Tuition for Undocumented Immigrants 

It's a small victory for those who support in-state tuition for undocumented 
immigrant students.  
 
Right now, most pay out of state rates but that could change.  
 
The Florida senate is taking another look at a bill that would offer a tuition break for 
some Florida high school graduates who are living in the country illegally.  
 
State lawmakers voted Tuesday to add house bill 851 and senate bill 1,400 to 
Wednesday's calendar.  
 
The measure passed the house but many top GOP senators are against it.  
 
Then Tuesday, governor Rick Scott asked the senate to reconsider the bill.  
 
Backers are confident it will pass.  
 
"We'll have a vote on it tomorrow and I fell very good about it. We have the votes to 
pass it. It was just a matter of getting it on the agenda," said state senator Jack 
Latvala.  
 
The Florida Immigrant Council says the vote is long overdue.  
 
"We're gonna study. We're gonna teach each other, just need you to support our 
education and not hold us back," said FOC advocate Evelyn Rivera.  



 
The measure would also strip most universities of their ability to ask the Florida 
board of governors to increase tuition 15% a year without legislative approval -- an 
issue known as differential tuition.  
 
The University of Florida and Florida State could still request the hikes.  
 
But the increases would be capped at 6% a year and it could only be approved if the 
universities meet certain standards in the bill.  

 

 5/20/14 6 & 11pm         
   New Discussion on In-State Tuition 

Just weeks after Florida lawmakers approved in-state tuition for undocumented immigrant 
students-- a new discussion emerges.  
 

This time whether these students should receive educational grants and scholarships.  
GTN's Briana Harper tells us more about a recent survey that reveals conflicting opinions.  
 
The UF/ IFAS Center for Public Issues Education (PIE) conducted an online survey back in 
March sampling nearly 500 Floridians and their opinions involving immigration.  
Associate Director of UF/IFAS PIE Center Alex Lamm says,"We try to get geographic 
representation across the state so the panhandle all the way down to miami and the keys is 
represented as well as age, race, gender, ethnicity." 
 
The results-- 43% of respondents agreed with allowing in- state tuition for undocumented 
students.  
But fewer--only 35%- supported their eligibility for federal grants.  
And even fewer than that agreed these students should compete for public university 
scholarships.  
" 
When it comes to competition with their own children for grants and scholarships that are not 
available to everyone-- you have to apply for them in order to receive them it's a very 
competitive process-- they're not so sure about that because they want they're children to have 
that opportunity, at least that's my perception." 
 
For now-- some private scholarships are available for undocumented students.  
And beyond education--there's a push to consider the undocumented immigrant's economical 
impact on the state.  
"We have citrus, we have berries--they all have to be hand-picked and its hard labor. A large 
portion of our agriculture workforce is undocumented and that's an expectation here in Florida.  
 
And with that in mind-- immigrant advocates are preparing for the next challenge in the 
education of undocumented students.  
Migrant Immigrant Advocate Philip Kellerman says, "Immigration is a very contentious issue, it's 



very controversial, it's already taken years for this process to even become reality for in-state 
tuition so it's really a step by step process." 

 

 5/21/14 6 & 11pm         
   Common Core-Based Testing 

21  One Florida lawmaker is taking his anti-Common Core message to a new level. 
This newly released video showing state Representative Charles Van Zant was 
recorded in March. It's in response to American Institutes for Research being chosen 
to design Common Core-based tests for Florida. 
  "Unless this is stopped, will promote double mindedness in state education and 
attract everyone of your children, to become homosexual as they possibly can." 
   Representative Van Zant was referencing AIR's website which shows support and 
programs for LGBT youth. He says that support means they have a hidden agenda 
when it comes to making the FCAT replacement. We went to the streets to hear 
what you guys think about his comments.     
   "They are promoting as hard as they can any youth that is interested in the LGBT 
agenda." 
   "The man's an idiot. He has reasons I'm sure for saying things like that and he 
probably knows inside that he's wrong and he's simply trying to press his own 
agenda."    
   Representative Van Zant even went as far as to pull religion into the argument 
saying, "the Bible says a lot" about what AIR supports. 
   "I'm a Christian...but I'm so confused as to why this man thinks that. I don't really 
believe that every person that supports that is going to have a hidden agenda to 
turn... I don't know how he thinks it's going to turn children gay. That's silly." 
   "I'm sorry to report that to you...I really hate to bring you that news, but you need 
to know." 
   We stopped by Representative Van Zant's office. He didn't come in today and no 
one is sure when he's planning to come back; as of now there's no comment on his 
viral video.  

6/23/14  6 & 11pm          
   Special Needs Students                                                                                                    
    

   Senate Bill 850 helps students with special needs. They can now use state money to pay for 
educational needs outside the public school classroom. Florida is the second state to get the 
empowerment scholarship account program. GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on the new law. 
   "The education savings account is modeled after an Arizona law that was created in 2011 and 



has been growing ever since. Students with certain disabilities can get a savings account with 
state funds that can be used for things like tutoring, educational expenses and even tuition to 
private schools." 
   The personalized learning scholarship account is for students with IEPs or students with Down 
Syndrome, autism or certain other disabilities. 
   "They can spend the money for therapy, for behavior specialists, speech pathologists, 
occupational therapists, any number of specialists that might help the student because of his or 
her particular disability." 
   Jon East says they can even put any left over money toward Florida's prepaid college program. 
But the Alachua County School Board says the program isn't as great as it sounds. Because of 
the range of services the money can be used for, there isn't any type of accountability system 
to measure student progress. 
   "They don't have to follow the same rules and regulations as public schools, they don't have 
the same accountability, they don't have to give the same tests, they don't have to report test 
results. So you're really not on a level playing field. So you've got organizations, you've got 
private schools and private providers that are receiving public money without any of the same 
accountability that public schools face." 
   "East says there are 18.4 million dollars available on a first come, first serve basis. And they 
are expecting to serve about 1,800 students this coming school year." 

6/23/14  6 & 11PM         
   School Vouchers 

 Governor Rick Scott signs a single bill that will have a double impact on Florida schools.  
 
 GTN News tells you more about the first half of this new law -- set to expand the state's school 

voucher program.  
 
The official signing of Senate Bill 850 is bringing some good news to Florida's middle-income 
families.  
More families that will now be able to afford a private school education.  
Windsor Christian Academy Administrator Genalee Busjahn says, "It's an opportunity that 
parents who have a larger income have. They can choose the school that they believe is best 
for their student and if one school turns out to not be working for their particular child they have 
that option to try other options and a lot of time parents on our side of Gainesville they don't 
have a lot of options." 

The current program is now limited to low income families.  

But staring in 2016 -- families who earn more than $60,000 a year can also apply to receive 
partial scholarships through the voucher program.   
"Over the years we've had several families who have either lose jobs, lose hours at their jobs, 
and so even some of them who thought they could afford us to begin with can't-- they struggle 
to pay their bills." 

6/30/14    6 & 11pm         
   School Dress Code 



The Alachua County School Board is considering making some changes to the current dress 
code policy. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on what this could mean for students.  
 

Under the current dress code, students are required to wear shirts similar to this one, in a solid 
color. But if the new regulations passed, it could be a shirt more like this, where the only 
requirements are: it needs to have a collar and sleeves. 
 
The possible new dress code would also begin to allow students to wear shorts, skirts, pants, 
and dresses with designs or embroidery. The Alachua County School Board adopted the stricter 
dress code policy four years ago. 
 
Howard Bishop Middle School Principal, Mike Gamble, says, "I think the consensus was-- oh 
boy, one more thing we have to enforce, but it went very well. The opening day I think we had 
100% compliance, the first day of school." 
 
But parents are divided about the uniform-like policy. 
 
A grandparent of an Alachua County student, Margaret Clements, says, "This way it's all one 
and no one feels like they are set aside from anyone else-- feel different." 
 
A father of an Alachua County child, Daniel Thomas, says, "I think kids need to be covered up 
well, but it doesn't need to be as extreme." 
 
The school board says loosening the policy to be a compromise between uniforms and free 
expression will help with discrepancies in enforcement.  
 
Spokesperson for Alachua County Schools, Jackie Johnson, says, "Give the students and 
parents a little more flexibility, make the enforcement more consistent across the district as well 
as in schools without really losing the main emphasis which is making sure that the clothing is 
not too distracting." 
The board will vote on the new regulations on July 29th. A public hearing will be held on the 
Alachua County Schools Code of Conduct, including these new rules, on Tuesday, July 15th at 
6:30 during the school board meeting. 

 

 

 

CONSUMER INFORMATION 

4/2/14  5:30, 6 & 11pm         
  Protecting State Waterways 

Florida is dedicating an entire month to protecting state waterways. 

It's part of a plan to raise awareness. 



GTN's Briana Harper tells us about the local efforts being made to save water. 

Alachua County is just one of many counties throughout the state recognizing April as 

Water Conservation Month.  

The goal is to protect Florida's important water resources and Alachua County 

Commissioners believe challenging DEP minimum flows is one way to do just that.  

County Commissioner Susan Baird says, "No matter which way we go we have to 

develop the MFLs and that overall guidance is what is going to be the key." 

And in a 3 to 1 vote commissioners decided to counter the state's proposed minimum 

flow regulations.  

Just one of local government's attempt to avoid waterways from reaching the point of 

no recovery.  

And even local homeowners can do their part to preserve water as well.  

Stacie Greco, Alachua Co. EPD Water Conservation Coord. says, "It's a good time to 

remind everyone that we really need to conserve. We have irrigation restrictions year-

round but I like to remind people that those are the maximum that you can irrigate." 

In 20-12 Florida used more than 725 million gallons of reclaimed water to replenish 

state rivers, lakes and streams.  

But these efforts are not solely acknowledged in April.  

"It's important to save water year-round. Anytime you have water running it's 

important to just think does it need to be running." 

Tonight the county will host a public meeting beginning at 6pm to discuss ways to 
make local irrigation more effective.  
 

 

 4/3/14 5:30, 6 & 11PM        
   Guns In Schools 

A Florida House committee votes to allow school employees to have guns in schools. 
But do our schools even want that? 
   "HB 753 would allow superintendents and principals to decide if they want their 
school employees to carry concealed firearms. In response to the increase in 
shootings across the country, the legislators behind this bill say arming employees is 
a way to 'prevent violent crimes from occurring on school grounds.'" 
   But the Alachua County schools we talked to today say the bill wouldn't be 



necessary here.  
   Every school in the district has a school resource officer or deputy on campus. 
   "I do not feel that we need an added personnel on the campus with a gun. The 
Alachua County district has provided us with deputies and officers on our campus 
and at this time we feel safe and taken care of." 
   "Not just anyone would be allowed to have a gun on campus. The employees 
designated by school officials have to be former or current law enforcement officers, 
or former or active military officers. They would also have to go through extensive 
training and keep their concealed firearm on their person at all time."  
   The designated employees would be background checked and complete training 
annually at the expense of the school.  
   But the Alachua County Sheriff's Office says that money should be used elsewhere. 
    "These teachers are in the schools and their specialty is education, let's let them 
focus on that. The folks in law enforcement, let's let them focus on the law 
enforcement." 
   If the bill is passed it will go into effect this July. 

 

 4/9/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   School Resource Officers 

Last January Alachua County added enough school resource officers and deputies for 

every school in the county; that was in response to the Sandy Hook school shooting.  

   In the wake of this morning's school stabbings, GTN's Hailey Holloway looks into 

how long funding will allow them to stay in our schools. 

   "If not me, then who? If I'm not here to protect them, then who's going to?" 

   Deputy Brian Phillips - or "deputy Bri Bri" as students call him - has been a school 

resource deputy for 6 years. He was part of the response team that handled the High 

Springs community school shooting in 2011 and that's an experience he carries with 

him every day. 

   "That's what we're here for. It's our job to protect the children and the faculty and 

staff. And we have to come prepared, every day because you never know." 

   But having prepared law enforcement in schools is not something that is guaranteed 

every year. 

   "Well, we certainly hope so, but again, it all comes down to  funding." 

   Right now the district foots about 42% of the cost.  

   But law enforcement is asking for that to increase to 50%, totaling a little over 

$860,000.  

   The district hasn't made up it's mind yet, but the kids - not money - are the clear 



priority. 

   "I think the sheriff's commitment at this point in time and for the foreseeable future 

is that we're going to protect children. And if it's 42% or 50%, we're going to remain 

in the schools." 

    The district will decide next years budget by this September. 

 

  4/20/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm       
    Medical Marijuana 

Law enforcement associations are reconsidering their stance on the legalization of 
medical marijuana. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on why Alachua County Sheriff 
Sadie Darnell says she is now supporting the legalization.  
 
In January, the Florida Sheriff's Association passed a resolution opposing the legalization of 
recreational and medical marijuana. But after some changes to the bill in Florida legislature, the 
Florida Sheriff's Association and Police Chief's Association are now supporting the legalization 
of low THC marijuana. 
 
One example of low THC marijuana is "Charlotte's Web", or the marijuana extract which has 
been given to epileptic children to reduce seizures.  
 
Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell says, "If you take away the ability to smoke marijuana, 
which has the THC component, the intoxicating component, if you take that away, for most 
people it becomes a non-issue, it's no longer as popular." 
 
Florida House Bill 843 and Senate Bill 1030 specify the cannabis would need to be less than 
0.8% THC, or the component which makes the user feel high. The medical version of the drug 
would also be required to have 10% or more CBD, or the component which helps reduce 
seizures.  
 
Sheriff Darnell says, "It needs to be regulated much like we do, or just like we do, any other 
drug. We need to have the FDA approve it, test it, but in the meantime there are families and 
children who need to have some assistance so we need to speed up the process of going 
through the process of getting some of the CBD component of the marijuana plant and I think 
that's what the Florida Sheriffs Association is supporting."  
 
Both the House and Senate bill discuss regulations regarding who can prescribe it, who can 
distribute it, and who can ingest it. The bills have passed through the House and Senate 
committees and are now heading to the floors of each delegation.  

 

 5/6/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Law Enforcement Officer Deaths 



6  State law enforcement is mourning the loss of FHP trooper Chelsea Richard.  

That's after a weekend crash that also killed two others.  
 
Recent numbers show there's a growing danger for officers.  
GTN's Briana Harper joins us live at the Gainesville Police Department with more.  

 
The officer down memorial page tracks officer deaths nationwide- 
 

It reports in 2011--179 officers died in the line of duty.  
That fell to 105 last year. However--the number of officers struck and killed by cars--went up 
from four in 2011 to eight in 2013.  
 

We asked local law enforcement what can be done to protect those who protect us on the 
roads.  
 
"This is our office the streets are our office..." 
And for police officers, deputies and troopers--these streets can also be a danger as they work 
to protect and serve.  
Gainesville Police Department Officer Ben Tobias says, "I've been here almost 10 years and 
unfortunately I"ve been to way too many law enforcement funerals. We always say even 1 is too 
many." 
 
Trooper Chelsea Richard is the latest casualty--struck by a truck involved in a multi-vehicle 
crash Saturday--as she stood on the shoulder tending to a separate crash. 
Another FHP trooper-- escorting her body yesterday--was thrown from his motorcycle--after 
being hit by a car.  
He suffered only minor injuries.  
 
Local law enforcement says it's important drivers are more aware and mindful of safety--not only 
for themselves but others.  
"Having a case like this where a trooper is so tragically killed it could have been avoided had the 
person just not worried about what's on the side of the road, don't rubber neck we got it." 
 
The Move Over Law also looks to protect law enforcement--requiring drivers to leave the lane 
closet to a stopped emergency vehicle or slowing down to a more safe speed.  
All with the hopes of preventing any future traffic-related officer deaths.  
"Using her tragedy to help save lives is really all we can do at this point." 
 
Funeral arrangements for Trooper Richard have been set for Thursday afternoon at the First 
Baptist Church of Ocala.  

 

 5/7/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Warm Weather & Mosquitos 

Warmer temperatures along with more rain create the perfect environment for mosquitoes to 
thrive.  
In our big story this half-hour - GTN's Briana Harper joins us live from Lake Alice with more on 
what's being done to control these pests.  



 
Here at lake alice and at many other standing bodies of waters--- mosquitoes find the perfect 
breeding environment.  
According to Citrus County Mosquito Control there are up to 80 species of mosquitoes 
throughout Florida.  
But it's their job to prevent this large number of mosquitoes from creating an even bigger 
problem by transmitting disease.  
 

After the heavy rains come down-- the Citrus County mosquito control helicopter goes up.  
This is just one of the ways the county looks to spray large areas and control an even larger 
mosquito population.  
A task beginning much sooner this year than usual.  
Citrus County Mosquito Control Operation Supervisor Steve Watkins say,"We have started 
early-- yes. The swamps are filling up now so a new brew of mosquitoes are coming off." 
 
The continuing rain and accumulating waters caused mosquitoe comosquitoesspray on a 
weekly basis.  
They hope to prevent the spread of Chikungunya-- the newest mosquito virus from in the 
caribbean.  
"Gutter, buckets, dog dishes-- anything that can hold an ounce of water can produce 
mosquitoes and with this new disease we're really afraid of it coming to the americas and 
spreading." 
 
Mosquito control also works closely with the health department to keep the public informed.  
Medical Director of the Citrus County Health Departments says, "They constantly are sending 
samples to our state laboratory who in return if they get any positive results to the department of 
health here so that we can have an alert and be on a higher notification to notify citizens." 
 
There are at least 3,000 confirmed cases of Chikungunya in the Caribbean.  
Experts predict that could grow to 1 million throughout the Americas by the end of the year.  
 
To help control the mosquito population, mosquito control recommends dumping and rinsing 
any nearby standing water at least every few days. .  

 

 5/21/14 6 & 11pm         
   VA Hospital controversy 

In the midst of national controversy -- the Malcom Randall VA Medical Center is working to 
continue its own internal review -- but not without an audit attempt by the state.  
GTN's Briana Harper joins us live outside the VA hospital with more.  
 
Since the start of the 2014 fiscal year back in October-- this VA Hospital has undergone at least 
40 internal and external inspections.  
The most recent review unveiled a handwritten list for patient appointment call backs.  
A surprising discovery that alerted outside state agencies to further review.  
 

The Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) regulates more than 200 hospitals 
throughout the state.  
And on Monday this VA Hospital was on the radar for on-site review.  



AHCA Press Secretary Shelisha Coleman says, "In light of the recent reports of injuries and 
deaths to veterans at the va hospital around the nation, the governor directed of our agency to 
take immediate action to shine a light on the processes of federal veterans affairs hospitals here 
in Florida." 
 
An attempt to review --that was denied here and at VA hospitals across the state based on 
federal VA hospital regulations.  
Malcom Randall VA Hospital Director Thomas Wisnieski says, "We have HIPAA requirements 
and patient confidentiality requirements that we adhere to." 
 
But in the aftermath of the handwritten list-- the VA says proactive review measures are 
continuing.  
According to a review by the Office of the Inspector General there was no criminal intent 
involving the handwritten patient callback list.  
Wisnieski says, "There was no secret waiting list there was no manipulation of anything. We had 
an error in our scheduling process and a error in our supervision and of how that process is 
supposed to work." 
 
More than 900 employees are involved in the appointment process for patients.  
They're all required to undergo training and periodic reviews.  
A step to ensure adequate veterans affairs healthcare continues to be appreciated.  
"Many of those letters says thank you for saving my life, they give notations about the care they 
receive from various clinicians and other administrative personnel and we are here to serve." 
 
For now-- the three employees involved in the initial investigation remain on paid administrative 
leave as Wisnieski plans to continue his own administrative review.  

 

 5/23/14 6 & 11PM         
   GRU Improper Taxing 

GRU customers may want to start taking a closer look at their utility bills.  
GTN's Briana Harper tells us more about claims of improper taxing and just how much money 
customers could possibly be refunded.  
 

GRU customers like Jim Konish take a look at their monthly utility bill-- and as of now some 
aren't entirely pleased.  
He says, "I look to see how high it is and I'm usually disappointed in it." 
 
Konish then took his concern to Alachua County's Senior vs. Crime office to file a complaint 
about improper GRU taxing over the past three years. 
Specifically-- a 10-percent municipal tax on the "Electronic Customer Charge."  
"It's pretty clear to us that a customer charge is not a purchase of electricity it's a fee for being 
connected to the system."  
 
And based on Florida law--a tax like this can only be applied to power you use.  
Seniors vs Crime Office Manager John Caravella says, "The appropriateness of charging that 
10% tax-- certainly it can be charged on what someone consumes for electricity. But it doesn't 
appear to be justified on a non-consumable item such as a fixed tax.  
 



A difference that may justify a potential $33 refund for each GRU customer.  
 
Now here' s a breakdown of the possible payback--With nearly 82,000 Residential GRU 
customers who were all charged this 10% tax over the course of 3 years-- GRU collected more 
than 2 million dollars. A total that may now have to be refunded.  
 
But that total could increase if commercial and other fixed charges such as natural gas and 
water are also considered.  
"At this point I wouldn't be surprised if the total amount of this tax collected that's questionable 
gets close to 10 million dollars." 
 
GRU says its taxing is the same as other municipal utilities in Florida.  

For now the investigation is still ongoing and the city attorney's office is looking into the issue. 

 

 6/3/14  6 & 11PM         
   Synthetic Mariuana 

Gainesville police continue cracking down on K2--as one bad strand of synthetic marijuana 
brings more serious side effects for even more users.  
 
In our big story tonight--GTN's Briana Harper takes a closer look at the drug and its lab-made 
components causing harm.  
 
Just last night Gainesville Police responded to a call here at the businesses behind Butler Plaza 
to find yet another experiencing seizures as a result of a circulating tainted form of spice.  
This incident now brings the total to 29 people affected.  
 
And all signs point to purchases of spice made here at the Land B4 Time Smoke Shop.  
But before the drug made it to the shelves-- its psychotic components are made in a lab.  
Some varieties of spice may contain controlled substances, therefore making it illegal.  
But chemists are working around that.  
UF Forensics Medicine Dr. Bruce Goldberger says, "As these synthetic chemicals are classified 
as a controlled substance the chemist synthesize new forms of these drugs and stay one step a 
head of the law." 
 
Before police can make any arrests from this weekend's smoke shop raid-- evidence must prove 
an illegal substance in this string of bad spice.  
For the sake of public safety--the state is working to completely outlaw all forms of these 
synthetic drugs.  
 
Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi says, "I will remain vigilant in my efforts to keep these 
drugs off store shelves and continue to outlaw emergent synthetic drug compounds." 
 
Dr. Goldberger adds, "This is a new paradigm in pharmacology and toxicology if we look back 
five and ten years ago we didn't have these substances-- today we do." 
 
Just last year a new bill added four new psychotic drugs to the list of those outlawed.  
 



 6/18/14 6 & 11pm         
   Sheriff’s Budget 

Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell gives the county commission her proposed 
budget for next year. She says the sheriff's office is accomplishing a lot but her 
employees need a raise. GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on her presentation in our 
big story tonight.      

    "Right now I believe in my heart that they know that we do a lot of great work at 
the Alachua County Sheriff's Office. What I want them to hear is that our employees 
need raises. We need to have the ability to give them the raises that they long 
deserve." 

   Sheriff Darnell highlighted some of ASP's biggest accomplishments from the past 
year like the Combined Communications Center achieving Gold Standard 
accreditation in public safety, the cold case unit solving Beth Foster and Tiffany 
Sessions cases, and the relationships school resource deputies have with students 
and how they have even prevented school shootings. 
   "It could have resulted in a lot of people being injured. Fortunately he chose not to 
shoot and fortunately Deputy Josh Mitchell had a day to day rapport with him." 
   Sheriff Darnell says the nature of the job makes it hard to recruit and retain 
employees so they need raises.  
   Commissioner Susan Baird agrees the sheriff's employees need a raise, but she says 
that money should be a shift within the current budget. 
      "Do you need a deputy sheriff at all of the different schools providing that service 
or could you find some type of security service that may be a lot less and then also 
figure out the funding mechanisms for that because right now it looks like the county 
is actually picking about $1.6 million dollars." 
   Baird says that's just one example of great programs the sheriff's office provides 
that aren't as necessary  as increasing compensation.  
  Sheriff Darnell says they are looking for a 2 to 3 percent raise for employees. 

6/19/14  6 & 11pm         
   New Homeless Center Delay 

Gainesville's homeless center is not going to be ready for overnight, indoor shelter by its 
expected July 1st deadline. GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on why they want the date pushed 
back. The city has a contract with grace marketplace that requires overnight shelter service to 
start in less than two weeks but Grace Marketplace officials say it's not ready - not even close. 
   "I think contracts have to change sometimes when there's new information that comes to 
light. You know we, as an agency, negotiated that contract having been on the site for about an 
hour total. And when we started to realize the scope of the work that was out there, I know we 



would prefer and I think everybody else would prefer for us to take a step back and make sure 
what we're doing is what's needed and is being done as cost effectively, efficiently and 
compassionately as possible." 
   To avoid breaking the contract the city voted  to open the center's outdoor pavilion overnight 
and to modify the contract to push back the due date for indoor services up to 90 days. But 
commissioners weren't happy with having to make the change. 
   "Because they're opening the open shelter concrete floor early, when all they have to do is 
open the gate, now they're getting an extension of 90 days to open a dorm, when the contract 
calls for July 1st."   "This is a surprise to me. I'm going to go ahead with the 90 days on there 
and then the modification to the board, I'll go ahead and vote for it, but reluctantly.. I can't 
support this again. Don't come back." 
   Grace marketplace still does not have a governing board. 

 

 

 

HEALTHCARE & MEDICAL News 

 

 4/4/14  5:30, 6 & 11pm        

   Healthcare Enrollment 

   There's still a lot of confusion about the healthcare enrollment deadline. The 
Obama Administration announced a deadline extension, but was it extended for 
you? 
   GTN has what you need to know to avoid a fine from the IRS. 
   "We didn't expect something like this to happen!" 
   If you're confused about the deadline to sign up for healthcare, you're not alone. 
Even the federally-employed navigators had to figure it out for themselves. 
   "If I wasn't studying this all the time, I wouldn't know about it. I wouldn't know that 
this is what I would have to do. And there's even very little information for me, and 
I'm supposed to be a representative of the federal system." 
   The deadline was Monday, but then the Obama administration said the deadline 
was going to be extended - for some people. 
   "If you were in line on March 31st, then you still have the opportunity to finish your 
enrollment." 
   "So you have to have at least tried to sign up, but even that's on the honor system. 
If something happened that prevented you from signing up like problems with the 
website, or if you were given misinformation, or if you never even set up an account 



to start shopping for insurance plans, you can still ask for extra time." 
   "If you were not able to enroll by the deadline, you can also call the marketplace 
and request a special enrollment period. And special enrollment periods are granted 
on a case by case basis." 
   "Regardless of your reason for needing an extension -- you have to call the 
marketplace to get your account unlocked -- it will not happen automatically. We 
have that number on our FaceBook page for you. If you do get approved for an 
extension, your new deadline is coming up quick. You have to have a plan picked by 
April 15." 

HEALTHCARE AND MEDICAL NEWS 
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extension, your new deadline is coming up quick. You have to have a plan picked by 
April 15." 

4/21/14  5:30, 6 & 11PM        
   Mental Illness  

  Alachua county is just one of seven counties across the state awarded grants to assist the 
mentally ill.  
And this year's round of funding is a boost.  
 
In our big story this half hour -GTN's Briana Harper tells us how more money brings more 
services to keep the mentally ill out of jail.  
 
The third time's the charm.  
At least that's the case for Alachua County in its third year of funding with efforts to keep the 
mentally ill from behind bars.  
But this time the program has an additional $40,000 worth of improvement.  
 
Alachua County's Director of Court Services Thomas Tonkavich says, "This latest round of grant 
funding the newest twist so to speak is additional training activities for our law enforcement 
community as well as for the broader community as a whole that may encounter people with 
mental illness." 
 
This treatment plan will be based in the city's newly bought homeless service center-- with a 
focus mainly on young adults.  
And already the outlook is promising.  
"Dramatic reductions in re-arrests, we've seen 50 percent improvements in the amount of time 
somebody spends say in the community versus the time they spend in the jail." 
 
The total cost of the program is about $800,000 a year to provide services such as stable 
housing, help with medications and case management.  
Local benefits that the state can also benefit from.  
 
"For the state part of their incentive with this that it helps reduce state hospital admissions and 
commitments by serving people in the local community.  
 
For now at least 30% of the Alachua County jail population suffers from mental illness.  
But with the help of this program that number may continue to be reduced.  

6/26/14  6 & 11pm         
   Veteran Healthcare Improvement  

  Immediate action to improve veterans access to care is a priority.  
That's according to acting VA Secretary Sloan Gibson who paid a visit to Gainesville today.  
 
In our big story tonight... GTN's Briana Harper tells us more about the secretary's proposed plan 
of action nationally-- that could help veteran healthcare services locally.  
 
For weeks acting VA Secretary Sloan Gibson has paid visits to VA Hospitals across the nation - 
in the aftermath of controversy.  



But today his appearance at Gainesville's Malcom Randall VA Medical Center brings signs of 
progress for local veteran healthcare.  
Gibson says, "Trust is the foundation of everything we do here at the va. It's the trust that we 
have to earn from our veterans day in and day out as we deliver on our promise to them." 

And that begins with the Veterans Health Administration allocating $2  to increase veterans' 
access to care.  

 Money that will help pay for more staffing, expanded clinic hours, and new appointment slots.  

 

 

CRIME 

 4/6/14  5:30, 6 & 11PM        
   Tax Time 

Tax time can make you a target for criminals.  

As more of your returns come back, more thieves are eyeing mailboxes. 

In our big story this half-hour, GTN's Briana Harper tells us how to avoid falling 

victim. 

Saturday night residents of Campus Club Apartments spotted this man John Trueluck 

suspiciously loitering around the apartment's mailbox kiosk.  

A sign for alarm in the peak of tax season.  

Sgt. Rick Roberts says, "This time of the year it's real important that people guard 

their mailboxes and watch out especially in these apartment complexes. If you see 

somebody suspicious around the mailbox that you don't recognize we would 

encourage people to call us." 

Police say Trueluck used a screwdriver to pry open many of these mailboxes 

damaging them in the process. In the end he was able to get away with a tax return, a 

w-2 form and a personal check before being arrested.  

Criminal actions that come at a cost.  

"He's official charge was criminal mischief and possessing identification belonging to 

other people. Based on the damage to the mailboxes I believe it was a felony amount 

which more than a year in prison." 

Tax advising companies such as H&R Block also recommend other alternatives to 

avoid these mailbox tax thefts.  



H&R Block Senior Tax Advisor Nancy Strampello says, "We do try to encourage 

people to have their checks electronically deposited into their checking account or 

onto a prepaid card so that they have control and they aren't at the mercy of the mail." 

The US Postal Service has also been notified of the incident.  

Briana harper, G-T-N news.  

 

A quick reminder... there are only eight days left until the April 15th tax deadline. 

 

 4/23/14 5:30, 6 &11pm        

   Gang Violence 

23   Gang violence is increasing drastically in one Gainesville neighborhood. GPD says 
it's seen everything from a kid with an AK-47 to juveniles making homemade bombs. 
GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on just how bad Pineridge neighbors say it really is. 
    "I can lie in my bedroom window and hear boom, boom, boom, boom, boom. It's a 
lot of people are frightened out here in Pineridge, just a lot of stuff happened." 
   "We talked to some neighbors who have lived in the area since the 80's and they 
say the crime they've seen in the last couple of weeks is the worst it's been in 
decades." 
   Just last week Willie Mohorn woke up to a beer bottle being thrown through his 
window.    
   "Boom! So I got up and I seen the beer bottle had smashed my windows all out." 
   GPD says the gang is made up of young people and law enforcement creating a 
special approach to deal with them. 
   "We see a majority of gang activity, especially real overt gang related activity, is 
geared toward the younger males because they want to be known, they want some 
sort of status. But we're here to tell them that that's not something we're going to 
tolerate here in Gainesville" 
   GPD's three step approach is focused on prevention, social intervention and 
suppression. 
   "Some people say the increase in crime started when this park was built a few 
months ago. Even though it's off limits at dusk, neighbors say as soon as it's dark, 
gangs come here to start trouble." 
   GPD says it has increased patrol in that area. 

 

 4/30/14 5:30, 5 & 11pm        

   Sexual Abuse 



After a local swim coach and school teacher was charged with child porn and sexual 
battery of minors last week, more parents are finding out about cases of sexual 
abuse.  
   GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on why one expert says it's a growing problem and 
how to talk about it with your child. 
   "Unfortunately it takes an institutional case like the one this week to really shed 
light on what an epidemic problem it really is." 
   Margot Wilder says DCF gets more than 4,000 abuse reports in Alachua County 
each year. She says more than 2,000 of those are confirmed cases of child 
maltreatment, which means 9% of the children in alachua county are involved in 
abuse investigations. But that only accounts for reported cases. Wilder says there are 
3 times that many because of under reporting, but one local woman is trying to 
change that.     
   "But if you dare touch me there, I'm gonna tell on you." 
   Kandra Albury wrote a book called "Don't You Dare, Touch Me There" to try to 
teach young kids the difference between good and bad touching. She uses superhero 
characters to help kids remember if something happens, they can tell.     
   "The majority of children will remain in silence and that's really how predators 
operate. They continue to operate in the silence. What actually happens is they can 
abuse up to 400 children before one will stand up and tell. So the true courage is 
them standing up - having that confidence to tell - so they become the true 
superhero." 
   "The sad reality is that 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 5 boys before the age of 18 will be 
victims of child sexual abuse. So it's really important to make sure that we don't put 
blinders on and we don't cover things up." 
   Wilder says one of the most important things to remember is if your child does tell 
you something happened, don't question them too much. She says to immediately 
file a report and let the professionals get as many details first so your child doesn't 
feel in trouble.  
   "Don't You Dare Touch Me There" is available on amazon and at local bookstores 

 

 5/2/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        
   Sexual Abuse (cont) 

After teacher and swim coach Joseph Diaz was arrested last week on multiple charges of child 
porn and sexual battery, parents are looking closely at safety measures set up by USA 
Swimming. That's the organization which sanctions swim organizations and coaches. GTN's 
Mayci McLeod has more on what these measures are and what parents can look for in camps 
and organization to keep their children safe. 



 
USA Swimming requires coaches to go through a background check and a yearly Athlete 
Protection training course as part of their coaching certification. This course teaches them how 
to recognize the signs of child abuse and prevent it.  
USA Swimming also offers a training for athletes and parents to be aware of what is and is not 
considered appropriate contact between a coach and athlete. 
 

Susan Talwar, Florida Swimming Safe Sport Coordinator, says, "You know when they go to a 
swim meet they are not allowed to room with a coach. There should never be a one-on-one, it 
should always be two athletes or a coach and an observer and an athlete." 
 
President of the Child Advocacy Center says she recommends parents confirm background 
checks are done on all teachers or coaches their children come in contact with, but she says 
that's not enough. 
 
Child Advocacy Center President, Sherry Kitchens, says, "Most of the perpetrators that we're 
finding in investigations have never been in trouble before, they don't have a record. So that's 
why you're background screening and fingerprinting process can't be your fail safe method for 
making sure that your children are safe." 
 
She says the best thing a parent can to is be present, and make it known they are present.  
 
Kitchens says, "I encourage parents to also go to the activities themselves when they can. Now 
a lot of parents, a part of the reason why their children are in extra activities is because the 
parents are working and they want them to have the benefits of those activities. But they need 
to show up unexpectedly, they need to make sure that if they can, have someone at those after 
school activities." 
 
She said this person can be a grandparent, babysitter, or another parent they trust. She says if 
an organization calls a parent "overprotective" or asks them to be less involved, that should be a 
red flag.  

 

 5/9/14  5:30, 6 & 11pm        

   Altering Pellet Guns 

Police say people are altering BB and air soft guns to make them look like real 
firearms. GTN's Mayci McLeod has more on why this is causing a major problem.  
 
About a month ago, teens in Starke were arrested on armed robbery charges after 
they allegedly displayed a handgun. That gun turned out to be a BB gun. A traffic 
stop in Gainesville is shedding light on the issue of altering pellet guns to make them 
look like fire arms.  
 
 

GPD arrested Kashaun Kearney after he ran a stop sign Thursday. An officer found marijuana 
in his car and also a modified air soft gun. The orange tip, distinguishing it from a pellet gun, 
was painted over.  
 



GPD Officer Ben Tobias says, "There is no specific law that says you cannot paint it, however, 
you have to look at it from the side of law enforcement officers as well. We have a split second 
to determine if we think our life is in danger and when you have that tip that's painted our 
immediate is-- we see a weapon that looks very realistic and we could respond with deadly 
force." 
 
Gun experts say air soft guns fire plastic pellets, but can appear far more dangerous. 
 
Jim Masciale, Owner of Rocky Creek Paintball, says, "You could certainly be fooled because I 
believe most air soft weapons are a replica of another type of real weapon i.e. an M-16, an AK-
47, a sniper type of rifle" 
 
GPD says they can only speculate why Kearney was in possession of a modified air soft gun.  
 
Officer Tobias says, "This person does have a burglary history and it's possible that he may 
have done some simulated robberies with this-- we're really not sure." 
 
He says he recommends if anyone is ever threatened with a weapon, for safety reasons, 
assume it's real.  

 

 5/11/14 5:30, 6 & 11pm        

   Cold Cases 

we are taking a look at some of Alachua County's oldest and most famous cold cases. After 
decades of no leads, there's a new sheriff in town - and a new detective. GTN's Hailey Holloway 
has more on how they're working to solve those cold cases.  
    Alachua County Sheriff, Sadie Darnell knew cold cases were going to be one of her top 
priorities when she became sheriff seven years ago.  
In fact she promised it would be before she even got elected.  
    "You were telling me that we wouldn't be here today at this point if it wasn't for Sheriff Sadie 
Darnell. What did she tell you when she became the sheriff?" 
    "She promised me even before she became the sheriff, that if she became sheriff, she would 
immediately do a cold case squad and she did it. And we would not be here today if we didn't 
have that cold case squad." 
    Patrick Sessions' daughter, Tiffany, disappeared in 1989. He has seen four sheriffs come to 
ASO. He says for decades, unless information was handed to them, the sheriff's office had no 
priority on finding his daughter. 
    "As far as, you know, 'We're going to go out and start cold today on Tiffany Sessions', it 
wasn't happening." 
    "And then Sadie came." 
    "And then Sadie came on." 
    "It was one of my very definite priorities for the agency, to concentrate more on cold cases. 
It's really simple. We know that we've had a murder, so we know that someone out there in our 
society is still potentially killing other people. And we need to find out who killed the person and 
then hold them accountable and prevent other murders." 
    But there was a problem: detectives could work on cold cases - when there wasn't anything 
active going on. Any time a robbery or a murder occurred in Alachua County, cold cases would 
once again be put on hold. 
    "I became frustrated with that. So two years ago I created a part time position and lo and 
behold, Kevin Allen came to us from the Broward County area with a great deal of experience. 



Detective Allen has pulled the agency together. He went through every single one of our 
unsolved cases. Our evidence section went through and pulled them, the packaging,  so they 
could be re-evaluated for potential evidence either in the DNA realm or potentially even finger 
print or other types of processes." 
    With some cases dating back to the 60's, it can be a very daunting task 
    "The lead investigator is deceased, the forensic people involved in the case are deceased 
and/or retired or not available. It's very hard to get accurate information other than reading the 
police reports as to what the philosophy was back then or how the case was handled." 
    So Detective Allen has had to take a very hands on approach. He has been traveling the 
country to interview witnesses, excavating crime scenes, recreating crime scene  and vetting 
every detail of each case, all to hopefully change the status of Alachua County's 28 cold cases. 
    "Over time when decades go by, hope diminishes, but it never dies. They're more than a 
name on a piece of paper on a case file, they existed in our world, may still exist, and we want 
to get all of the answers that we can." 
    The sheriff's office asks if you have any information on any cold cases in Alachua County, 
please come forward. 

 

 5/19/14 6 & 11pm         

   Cold Cases 

We are taking a look at some of Alachua County's oldest and most famous cold cases. After 
decades of no leads, there's a new sheriff in town - and a new detective. GTN's Hailey Holloway 
has more on how they're working to solve those cold cases.  
    Alachua County Sheriff, Sadie Darnell knew cold cases were going to be one of her top 
priorities when she became sheriff seven years ago.  
In fact she promised it would be before she even got elected.  
    "You were telling me that we wouldn't be here today at this point if it wasn't for Sheriff Sadie 
Darnell. What did she tell you when she became the sheriff?" 
    "She promised me even before she became the sheriff, that if she became sheriff, she would 
immediately do a cold case squad and she did it. And we would not be here today if we didn't 
have that cold case squad." 
    Patrick Sessions' daughter, Tiffany, disappeared in 1989. He has seen four sheriffs come to 
ASO. He says for decades, unless information was handed to them, the sheriff's office had no 
priority on finding his daughter. 
    "As far as, you know, 'We're going to go out and start cold today on Tiffany Sessions', it 
wasn't happening." 
    "And then Sadie came." 
    "And then Sadie came on." 
    "It was one of my very definite priorities for the agency, to concentrate more on cold cases. 
It's really simple. We know that we've had a murder, so we know that someone out there in our 
society is still potentially killing other people. And we need to find out who killed the person and 
then hold them accountable and prevent other murders." 
    But there was a problem: detectives could work on cold cases - when there wasn't anything 
active going on. Any time a robbery or a murder occurred in Alachua County, cold cases would 
once again be put on hold. 
    "I became frustrated with that. So two years ago I created a part time position and lo and 
behold, Kevin Allen came to us from the Broward County area with a great deal of experience. 
Detective Allen has pulled the agency together. He went through every single one of our 
unsolved cases. Our evidence section went through and pulled them, the packaging,  so they 



could be re-evaluated for potential evidence either in the DNA realm or potentially even finger 
print or other types of processes." 
    With some cases dating back to the 60's, it can be a very daunting task 
    "The lead investigator is deceased, the forensic people involved in the case are deceased 
and/or retired or not available. It's very hard to get accurate information other than reading the 
police reports as to what the philosophy was back then or how the case was handled." 
    So Detective Allen has had to take a very hands on approach. He has been traveling the 
country to interview witnesses, excavating crime scenes, recreating crime scene  and vetting 
every detail of each case, all to hopefully change the status of Alachua County's 28 cold cases. 
    "Over time when decades go by, hope diminishes, but it never dies. They're more than a 
name on a piece of paper on a case file, they existed in our world, may still exist, and we want 
to get all of the answers that we can." 
    The sheriff's office asks if you have any information on any cold cases in Alachua County, 
please come forward. 

  5/19/14 6 & 11pm          

  Car Burglaries on Rise  

 Four Felony Lane suspects are arrested for more than 20 north central florida 
burglaries. GTN's Hailey Holloway has more on the string of crimes across two 
counties. It started last Tuesday with 10 car burglaries in Newberry and Jonesville. 
The Alachua County Sheriff's Office called Ocala PD to give them a heads up that the 
crimes could spread down I-75,  and sure enough, 3 different Ocala spots were hit 
the next day. 
    "This Ocala YMCA parking lot is just one of the places the suspects burglarized 16 
cars on Wednesday. They smashed the windows looking for wallets and stealing 
credit cards, IDs and checks before heading to the bank." 
   That's where the Felony Lane name comes from 
   "A lot of the definition has to do with the lane they use in the drive thru. They tend 
to try to pick the farthest lane or the most obscure lane so they are less visible to the 
tellers. The process then is to use the person's ID and either check or card to try to 
get money." 
   That's exactly what happened Wednesday. OPD says they were notified by local 
banks about the attempted fraud. They also had ASO's information on the suspected 
cars and officers were able to make four arrests. Law enforcement says all of the 
burglaries were preventable. 
   "The most important thing is that if these items were not there and they were not 
in plain view there would be no reason for these people to break into the victims 
cars." 
   One of the suspects tried to run from police but a passerby tackled him and then 
police cuffed him. 

 



Q2 2014 Ilene Silverman Show Details Attachment 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #390 American Red Cross 

Air Dates: 4/12/14, 4/19/14 

Guests: 

 Melanie Saxon – Executive Director, American Red Cross North Central Florida 

 Bill PoKorny – Board of Directors – Red Cross North Central Florida 

 Chris Coleman – Board of Directors – Red Cross North Central Florida 
Synopsis: This show featured the local North Central Florida Chapter of the Red Cross.  The Red Cross 
discussed how their mission is provide relief to families after they have gone through a disaster.  Guests 
offered the example of providing supplies and pre-paid gift cards for clothes to families after a house 
fire.  The show featured the Red Cross’s upcoming fundraising event titled “Dancin Through the 
Decades”.  The event is the Red Cross’s first major fundraiser and will feature music from the 50’s – 
onwards at the University Air Center 

 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show  

Title: Rahma Mercy Clinic - #384 

Air Dates: 4/26/14 
Guests 
Dr Ibrahim Faruqi – Medical Director – Rahma Mercy Clinic 
Kenny Wang – Volunteer Coordinator – Rahma Mercy Clinic 
Livia Sura – Clinical Coordinator – Rahma Mercy Clinic 
Mustafa Ahmed – Member – Board of Directors – Rahma Mercy Clinic 
Renee Zenaida – Former Patient – Rahma Mercy Clinic 
Shimaa Ghonim – Clinical Pharmacist – Rahma Mercy Clinic 
Synopsis: 
This show featured a local clinic titled The Rahma Mercy Clinic. Rahma Mercy is a health clinic that 
provides patient care to patients free of charge. The clinic is founded around the Muslim faith but 
open to anyone. Guests discussed the process for using the clinic and the requirements for receiving 
free treatment. One former patient described the care she received at the clinic as the best care 
she’s received in her adult life.  

 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #391 Gainesville Art Project 



Air Dates: 5/3/14, 5/10/14 

Guests:  

 Nava Ottenberg – Artist – Gainesville Artist’s Guild 

 Ammena Khan – Mosaics Artist – Participant – Gainesville Art Project 
 

Synopsis: This show discussed the Gainesville Art Project.  The goal of the project is to increase the 
display of various styles of art work throughout the City of Gainesville.  The project is currently focusing 
on Downtown Gainesville.  Guests highlighted several large sculptures that we recently installed around 
various locations of Downtown Gainesville.  The respective artist donates all of the artwork on display.  
Guests discussed the outlook on the project and how they hope to expand to other areas throughout 
Gainesville. 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show  

Title: #379 Catholic Charities 

Air Dates: 5/17/14 
Guests: 
Laurie Porter – Development Coordinator 
John Barli – Regional Director 
Synopsis: 
This show featured a local charity organization called Catholic Charities. Catholic Charities is 
centered on offering services to those in need. They offer a wide range of services from providing 
backpacks full of food to children to financial advice. Catholic Charities services several counties 
around Northern Florida. Guests discussed their desire to expand into other counties and their 
desire to be able to help a larger amount of individuals.  

 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #392 – Martha Speaks 

Air Dates: 5/24/14, 5/31/14 

Guests: 

 Mary Brandenburg – Education Outreach Coordinator – WUFT 
Synopsis: This show featured a WUFT program titled “Martha Speaks”.  Martha Speaks is a kid’s show 
about a dog that is able to talk and discover new words.  The show is designed to help young children 
learn new vocabulary words through each 30min episode.  Mary Brandenburg highlighted that the show 
offers a classroom program that provides teachers with workbooks that the students can use during 
each episode.  The program is expanding into schools throughout Alachua County.  Mary further 
discussed how sponsors are able to sponsor by providing the program to their local elementary school. 



 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: #393 – The Hippodrome State Theatre 

Air Dates: 6/7/14, 6/14/14 

Guests:  

 Lauren Caldwell – Artistic Director – Hippodrome Theatre 

 Jessica Hurov – Managing Director – Hippodrome Theatre 
Synopsis: This show featured the upcoming season of the Hippodrome Theatre.  Guests discussed the 
history of the Hippodrome and how it became a regional theatre.  The mission of the Hippodrome is to 
bring a Broadway like experience to Gainesville.  Guests offered a glimpse of the upcoming year and 
provided previews of several upcoming performances.  Guests also discussed the need for more 
supporters and sponsors. 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: 394 – Panama Canal Celebration 

Air Dates: 6/21/14, 6/28/14 

Guests: 

 Joe Wood – President – Friends of the Panama Canal Museum Collections at UF 

 Judy Russel – Dean of University Libraries – University of Florida 

 Paul Ortiz – Director – Samuel Proctor Oral History Program – University of Florida 

 Lourdes Santamaria-Wheeler – Exhibits Coordinator – Smathers Libraries – University of 
Florida 

 Susan Cooksey – Curator of African Art – Harn Museum of Art – University of Florida 
Synopsis:  This show discussed the history of the Panama Canal Project.  Guests discussed the upcoming 
100-year anniversary of the Panama Canal.  The show offered a glimpse at the engineering of the canal 
and how it was a massive undertaking for the United States.  Paul Ortiz discussed his mission to record 
oral histories from people who participated in the project with hopes to preserve the history.  Guests 
from the University of Florida discussed an upcoming celebration that will take place throughout 
campus.  Various events will feature artwork and presentations from the canal. 

 

Client: The Ilene Silverman Show 

Title: 395 – Panama Canal – Historic Dig 

Air Dates: 7/15/14, 7/12/14 



Guests: Bruce McFadden – Professor – University of Florida 

 

Synopsis: This show is part 2 of the Panama Canal Celebration.  The featured guest, Bruce McFadden is a 
professor at the University of Florida and Curator for the Florida Museum of Natural History.  Bruce 
discussed how the recent construction of the new Panama Canal has led to a number of fossil 
discoveries at the excavation site.  He further explained how the University of Florida is providing 
students from UF and other schools the chance to visit the excavation site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 


