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CRIME 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/2/2017 

DESCRIPTION KENNEWICK, Wash. -- Police are still searching for a man seen on surveillance video 

robbing a gas station at gun point and running off Sunday morning.Police say the armed robbery 

happened at 8:45 am at the Porter's gas station on the corner of 27th and 395. Officers say a man 

approached the clerk with a handgun and demanded money.   The suspect then ran from the scene. A 

K9 unit was called in, but unsuccessful.  Police describe the robbery suspect as an average height, and 

weight man. He was wearing a black baseball hat and a dark gray sweatshirt and pants.   Shortly after 

responding to the call, police swarmed the Southridge Sports complex after reports of a potential 

sighting of the suspect but the suspect remains on the loose. Officer Kirk Nebeker of the Kennewick 

Police Department said the man only pulled out the gun, no shots were fired,   "Everyone's okay. I do 

not know how many customers were inside but I was informed that there were customers inside when 

the robbery happened. He had some sort of clothing partially blocking his face when he came in."                                                                            

Officer Nebeker said nearby businesses cooperated with authorities and shared surveillance footage, 

but since the man's face was hidden they need anyone with information to contact dispatch at 509-628-

0333.   As of 6:00 p.m. Sunday, police tell Action News they're still looking for the man 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/3/2017 

DESCRIPTION RICHLAND, Wash. -- Police say they have received reports of a business leaving flyers for 

curb painting at several homes, but police say this business does not have a license to operate in the city 

and is not operating legally.  The flyer states that home addresses cannot be seen well at night.                                                       

The business, named as M.B Painting, is informing residents that they will paint their address on the 

curb for a charge of $25.  The flier says that this practice is only being done on a limited basis and 

customers need to act immediately.  Police say this business does not have a license to operate in the 

city of Richland.  Officers also say there is no option to decline the service on the flyer, making 

homeowners think it is required to get this service.                                                                                                               

The city of Richland does not have a code that requires your address to be painted on the curb. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/6/2017 

DESCRIPTION WALLA WALLA, Wash. — Walla Walla Police and Walla Walla Fire Units are working on an 

investigation near Clinton Street at the Mill Creek channel after a body was found on Sunday.  Police say 

a transient was traversing the channel when they found the deceased male.   Police say there were no 

obvious signs of serious trauma, but admit the cause is still unknown. Police is asking people to avoid 

the area of Clinton and Mill Creek to help keep traffic light. Anyone with information regarding this 

should contact the Walla Walla Police Detectives Unit at (509) 527-4434.                                                                                                 

We'll continue to update you as we learn more. 



 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/18/2017 

DESCRIPTION YAKIMA, Wash. - Police and a SWAT vehicle have arrested a drive-by shooting suspect 

after using tear gas to end a standoff on 3rd Street.  Police officers, a SWAT team and K-9 Units 

surrounded an RV on the side of the road after members from the Violent Offenders Task Force spotted 

the 23 year-old man.  They believe he is a suspect in a drive by shooting that happened on Sunday night 

off of I St.  The standoff lasted around four hours and police are going to investigate the RV to see what 

they can find. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/20/2017 

DESCRIPTION PASCO, Wash. - The Northwest Regional Fugitive Task Force is looking for a Pasco man 

charged with domestic violence assault.  Reports from Tri-Cities Crime Stoppers said 41-year-old Daniel 

Vazquez-Ortega is wanted on multiple charges of assault including domestic violence.   Vazquez-Ortega 

is 5'5, weighs 165 pounds and has black hair and brown eyes. He also has a tattoo of "Nayeli" on his 

neck, according to authorities. Those with information regarding Vazquez-Ortega's whereabouts is asked 

to call 800-222-8477, report it online, or by using the mobile app: P3.   Any information can be reported 

anonymously and could earn you a cash reward of up to $1,000. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/23/2017 

DESCRIPTION A suspect is behind bars after neighbors pinned him on the ground, after he allegedly 

broke into a home and threatened a woman and her children.   Kennewick Police responded to a 

disturbance at about 6 PM last night in the 1000 block of West 10th Avenue in Kennewick.                                                                       

Officers found several neighbors holding down 18 year old, Ramiro Uritz.    Police say that the suspect 

was obviously high on drugs.    Uritz allegedly entered a ground level unlocked apartment, startling a 

woman and her children, and officials say he threatened to assault the family.                                                         

Witnesses say that the suspect then ran outside, where neighbors who heard the commotion, came to 

help and eventually pinned down the suspect until officers arrived.                                                                          

Uritz was taken to trios for a medical clearance, and then booked into jail. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/26/2017 

DESCRIPTION PASCO, Wash. -- Police are calling it an automotive Cinderella story—driver smashes into 

several parked cars--leaving behind a single tire.  Brenda Ramirez said when she heard a loud noise in 

the middle of the night, she didn't think anything of it. “My neighbors came knocking at my door,” 

Ramirez said. “And they told me that my car has been in an accident.”  It was a domino effect--the truck 

smashing the neighbors’ cars into each other. “It was kind of scary because it was really late,” hit-and-

run victim Alejandra Ramos said.   And now both families have to pick up the pieces.  “We don't really 

have the financial means to do so,” Ramirez said. “We're a one-income family. And I have two children.”                                    

“Sometimes you say, ‘oh it can happen to other people but not to us,’” Ramos said. “But today it was 

us.”  And the single wheel as the driver's glass slipper?   “They left it here,” Ramos said.                                           

Well this Cinderella eventually left the whole truck behind.                                                                                            



”They went like four blocks like that,” Ramos added.                                                                                                                   

Police said they're still looking for the driver, Jesus Amador Montez “They did this to a parked car,” 

Ramirez said. “What about if it could have been somebody driving with a car full of children?”                        

Ramirez said all she wants is to get this potentially dangerous driver off the road.                                                         

Pasco police ask anyone who has any information on the driver, Jesus Amador Montez, to please give 

them a call 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/30/2017 

DESCRIPTION YAKIMA, Wash. - Police have arrested a suspect in a stand-off after a man chased two tv 

reporters with a knife.   An Action News reporter was filming at 6th Street and Spruce with another tv 

reporter when a large man threw a bottle in their direction around 11:00 a.m., Monday.                                                                            

The reporter could then see him pulling out a knife when he began to chase the two women and a 

Yakima councilman candidate who was being interviewed at the scene, knocking over a camera then 

running into a house.   The three said he was yelling "get the f*** outta' here" and "I'm gonna f****** 

kill you," as well as other things in Spanish while chasing them.                                                                                          

No one was injured in the incident.                                                                                                                                  

Yakima police barricaded the home at 6th Street where the knife-wielding man was hiding. SWAT, police 

K-9 units and the Violent Offender Task Force were called to the area to assist in the standoff.                                                           

4:45 p.m.] Yakima police arrested Ramon Corona, 61, after the stand-off that lasted roughly five hours.  

Corona was arrested on charges of 2nd degree assault, officers said.They used concussion grenades and 

tear get to try and get him to come out of the house. Police thought he was going to give himself up 

when he came to the door, but he quickly went back into the house.                                                                                                            

Police then used their K-9 unit to get him out of the house. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/31/2017 

DESCRIPTION YAKIMA, Wash. - Police say a 20-year-old is dead after his 18-year-old friend shot him in 

an apartment. Officers with the Yakima Police Department (YPD) arrived at the Chestnut Court 

Apartments, located at S. Fair Avenue around 1:15 Tuesday afternoon to find a 20-year-old man with a 

gunshot wound.  YPD spokesperson Mike Bastinelli said medics took the victim to a local hospital. He 

died from his wounds Wednesday morning, according to YPD reports.    Police remained at the scene to 

investigate the incident Tuesday afternoon. Detectives said the man's 18-year-old friend was handling a 

gun when it went off and hit the victim, upon investigation.                                                                                                              

The 18-year-old is now in custody on a manslaughter charge 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/6/2017 

DESCRIPTION UNION GAP, Wash. - Police, principals and school districts are still looking at the shooting 

at Freeman High School to find out what could they have done differentl To be prepared for a similar 

crisis, Assistant Principal Patrick Vincent said Union Gap School has trained their staff to be ready to act 

during what he calls the gap. "The time from an instance may occur to when first responders may be 

able to arrive,” he said. “That's going to be a critical 2, 3, 5, 10 minutes.  He said they need to be active 

during the gap to not only help their students, but emergency responders as well. Union Gap School is 



only a couple years old but was built with safety as one of the top priorities: from the id scanner that 

checks if a visitor is a registered sex offender to cameras that have been set up throughout the school.  

There are also tee-ball bats all over the school, to give teachers the option to fight back.  “We just 

wanted to give people tools to realize in any situation they can do something," Vincent said.  Alan Geho 

has been teaching for 13 years and said this is completely different from when he started.  "We had to 

hide and we would put everybody in a dark corner and now we barricade doors, we have people ready 

to throw objects and someone ready to swing a bat when they come through the door if they come 

through," he said”     Geho said also went through training to properly use the tee-ball bats and says it 

gives him a sense of empowerment. "You're waiting for something to happen, but you're ready to take it 

on," Geho said.       No one hopes to be in a situation where they have to use their training, but Patrick 

said his school will be ready because he knows... "The worst can happen to any of us," he said. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 11/13/2017 

DESCRIPTION KENNEWICK, Wash. — Kennewick Police investigated a stabbing that took place at the 

Heatherstone Apartments on Sunday.   According to KPD, officers responded to the apartment complex 

around 6 P.M. for a disturbance involving a knife.  When officers arrived on scene, they identified that 

one man and two women were involved.  KPD says the man, identified Aaron Goedhart, 24, was in a 

relationship with one of the women.   Police say Goedhart first destroyed over $1,000 worth of property 

before assaulting the women.  One of those women then stabbed Goedhart with a knife in self-defense.                                                      

Police say he then ran off, but was later found and transported to an area hospital.                                                           

Both women were treated on scene.                                                                                                                           

Kennewick Police say Goedhart was arrested for felony destruction of property with a domestic violence 

enhancer.    The prosecutor will review the case to see if there will be any additional information in 

regards to the assaults 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 11/22/2017 

DESCRIPTION NEAR PROSSER, Wash. — A 38-year-old man was arrested Tuesday night for resisting 

arrest and violating a no contact order after engaging in a standoff near Prosser with law enforcement.                                                

According to the Benton County Sheriff's Office, they responded to the area of Johnson Road and 

Missimer Road.  Deputies say they had responded to a report of a burglary in the county. When they 

arrived, they found evidence of a forced entry and some property was stolen.                                                     

Deputies then identified a person of interest.   Later in the day, a deputy saw the person as they pulled 

into a home. The man then ran inside.  Officials say his wife and children came out of the house, but the 

suspect hid the attic.  Law enforcement tried to contact him, but he refused to come out.                                           

They then deployed OC pepper spray before going in when he remained inside.                                                 

Deputies found the man in a corner.                                                                                                                                                

He was not injured, but was suffering from the effects of the pepper spray.                                                                     

The sheriff's office says he's being booked for resisting arrest and for violating a no contact order.                     

They are still investigating the burglary. 

 

 

 



PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 11/24/2017 

DESCRIPTION RICHLAND, Wash. - Richland police are responding to what they say is a stabbing incident.                                   

Police responded to a report when a family member was in need of medical assistance around 7:27 

a.m., Friday at 1319 Delaware. Officials said 32-year-old Derrick Brown was having a panic attack and 

the situation escalated to a physical altercation.                                                                                                                      

The fight carried over to a neighboring apartment, at 1327 Delaware, where Richland police found 

Brown's brother, 27-year-old Devin with multiple stab wounds to the head and face, and rushed him 

Kadlec hospital ..                                                                                                                                                                                             

Their mother, who was in the same room during the fight, was also taken to Kadlec. Medics treated 

them and responding officers said those involved are in stable condition.                                                                      

Police arrested Derrick, who is a suspect in the stabbing of his brother with a knife. The suspect is in 

custody and was also sent to the hospital to be evaluated.                                                                                                 

Police said they applying for a search warrant. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 12/8/2017 

DESCRIPTION RICHLAND, Wash. -- Police arrested 35 year-old Edgar Solano after they say he violently 

beat a woman as she held her two year-old child.  Officers say the attack happened at a home near the 

intersection of Swift and Smith in Richland.  Police say Solano brutally beat the woman before she 

managed to get away and run outside for help.  Solano ran away from the home but was tracked down 

and arrested at a nearby hotel.  Police say the two year-old child was unharmed but covered in mom's 

blood.  The child and woman were taken to a hospital for treatment. Police say the woman suffered 

significant injuries to her face and ribs.   Several area schools were on lock down as a precaution after 

the attack. Lock down procedures were lifted at 11:30 am.                                                                                                       

Police say Solano and the victim know each other and this was not a random act of violence 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 

DESCRIPTION 

 

 

ECONOMY /COMMUNITY 
 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  11/21/2017 

DESCRIPTION YAKIMA, Wash. - Millennium Plaza in Yakima is getting decked out for the holiday season 

with a new Christmas tree.  City of Yakima leaders said the 40' Spruce tree was installed around 10 a.m. 

Monday at downtown Yakima's Millennium Plaza as a rainbow graced the sky.   A Terrace Heights local 

donated the tree which was moved to the downtown area Monday morning.   A community tree lighting 

ceremony will be Sunday, December 3, after Downtown Yakima's annual Holiday Lighted Parade, 

according to a news release from the City of Yakima.                                                                                                                        

Volunteers will hang lights on the tree before the parade begins at 6 p.m.                                                            

Economic Development Manager Sean Hawkins is acknowledging Russell Crane, Gilbert Orchards, the 



Public Works Department and the Downtown Association of Yakima for their efforts in installing the 

tree. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/28/2017 

DESCRIPTION YAKIMA, Wash.-- Thanksgiving in Wine Country is generally a win-win for the public. You 

get to drink wine and help fight hunger in the Yakima Valley, by donating canned goods to Northwest 

Harvest. Kana Winery has been participating for years. They say they love giving back to the community 

in many ways. They just wish this year's Thanksgiving in Wine Country had been more successful. “Our 

donations this year have been a little slimmer than usual, but we're going to go a few more days with it 

to see if we can gain a few more cans and boxes of food for people that are in true need for the year and 

especially for the holidays,” said Kana Winery General Manager Katherine Goodson.   Kana Winery said 

they do a lot of fundraising throughout the year to help the Yakima community. Goodson said this 

particular fundraiser wasn't as successful as she had hoped, and she's thinking next year, they'll start 

collecting food donations for Northwest Harvest earlier, giving them more time to put together a heftier 

donation.   “I’d love to see more donations, but I think for Kana we'll just start in October and I think it'll 

be much more successful,” said Goodson.   Kana Winery said they participate in fundraisers like these to 

raise awareness and to help a community they really care about, especially during the holidays, which 

can be a sensitive and stressful time for many.  “We're community-minded, because we are downtown 

and because of the fact that we do have a fairly large homeless community. And it's not even just the 

homeless. There's families struggling that are living in shelters. And I think we all have a heart for that 

because anybody could be a step away from that,” said Goodson.  Kana Winery will be collecting 

donations for a few more days. Stop by at 10 S. 2nd Street to drop-off canned goods, before they take it 

to Northwest Harvest, later in the week. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 12/6/2017 

DESCRIPTION YAKIMA Wash. -- People in Yakima will now be required to pay $20 more per year for their 

car tabs. Council members approved the increase because they say this will help with many of the street 

projects they have been wanting to take care of. The money will go on projects like the revitalization of 

North First Street, creating sidewalks in neighborhoods for kids to safely walk to school and minor road 

projects throughout the city. The ordinance passed 4 to 2 but some people were not happy about the 

new change, saying they do not believe the money will be used to fix anything. “You talk about you want 

to do this you want to do that, you want to do sidewalks you want to do lights, you guys have been 

talking about that for months on end," said a local resident. The new car tab increase will take effect on 

July 1st of next year 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 12/13/2017 

DESCRIPTION YAKIMA, Wash.- During the public hearing meeting, the board presented their current 

water system plans and help clarify the community on what it all means.County Public Services Director 

Vern Rediser says that the boards overall goal is to come up with an adequate water supply for the city 

of Yakima, because they say the communities water resources are running out."The change is intended 



to allow our population to sill enjoy the rural lifestyle," said Rediser.    500,000 dollars worth of water 

was bought from the Department of Ecology, which is estimated to last ten years. The commissioners 

say the annual rate will help pay back the water that's bought and also prepare the city to buy more 

senior water for the following ten years."If we were not to go forward with this ordinance, we will 

simply expect every property owner to come forward and have their own proof of water at their own 

expense," said District 1 Yakima County Commissioner Mike Leita.The plan stated for new well users, a 

one-time fee of 11, 500 dollars, a 35 dollar quarterly fee, plus charges on consumption and water meter 

usage. In the discussion, it was also noted that this proposed plan is a more flexible and cheaper option 

than what other counties are doing."What's been happening in Kittias County, even though they are 

moving forward, is property owners are going out and trying to do that themselves. It becomes very 

expensive to demonstrate that independently. That runs anywhere from 10 to 20 thousand dollars per 

household just to get the right to the water," said Leita.The public had a chance to voice their concerns, 

and no one voted in favor for the water system decision.The Commissioners say that we need to have a 

senior water right because Yakima's water resources have been limited for several years.  "We have to 

share it with each other, and we have to share it in a way that's going to satisfy our community needs as 

a whole," said Leita. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  

DESCRIPTION   

 

LOCAL EDUCATION: 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE 10/5/2017 

DESCRIPTION   KENNEWICK, Wash. -- Picture 500 high schoolers in hard hats-- that's what the Benton 

County Fairgrounds looked like Tuesday.  Teens went up fork lifts, smoothed concrete, tried welding and 

learned essential skills for the annual construction career day.   Event organizers said most workers in 

construction fields are getting older and need more young people to hop aboard.                                                       

"For students that really like doing things with their hands or need that sense of doing something, there 

are a ton of career opportunities out there,” Lisa Mickinney said. “And for many kids, this will be the day 

that they found something that they want to do for a career."                                                                          

Mckinney said it's rewarding to see students fearlessly operate heavy equipment they've never used 

before. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/24/2017  

DESCRIPTION  TOPPENISH, Wash.-- Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic was recently awarded $2.5 

million from the Department of Education, and their plan is to help fund after-school programs in the 

lower valley.“It will provide help with academics, homework, tutoring. We'll also provide hands-on 

learning that they don't get during the school day. They don't have those opportunities, and we'll also 

provide social trips for them to go on and educational trips for them to take,” said Beth Monfils, 



Program Coordinator for Northwest Community Action Center. The money will go toward opening three 

additional learning centers at elementary schools in Grandview and Toppenish. It will also continue to 

help fund the 21st Century After School program at Safe Haven Community Center in Toppenish. Places 

like these provide kids with a safe place to go to after school. “It allows us to interact with the kids, 

provide a program where we actually have the ability to teach them things such as science and 

engineering. We work on art with them. Do some outdoors activities and gaming with them; some 

nutrition classes with them - provide a computer lab, which is available for them for school work or 

exploring,” said Salvador Cobar, Program Coordinator for Safe Haven. Everyday, about 20 at-risk kids 

walk through Safe Haven’s doors, to a place where they can safely do their homework or other activities. 

“Kids nowadays don't have a lot of places to go after school and this gives them a safe environment to 

come to after school, knowing that they'll still be among their friends, being able to interact, learning 

things," said Cobar. Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic currently has 15 after-school sites in the lower 

Yakima Valley. They serve more than 1500 students each year, and this grant will help them continue to 

do so. Safe Haven’s registration is still open. If you’re interested in registering your child, you can reach 

out to them at (509) 865-1804. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/25/2017 

DESCRIPTION GRANDVIEW, Wash.- With almost 1,000 students, Grandview High School has to find ways 

to use its building that was originally built for 500 students around 60 years ago.   The Grandview School 

District brought in state legislators to show them what it's like for kids attending class .   "I asked 

specifically, 'how do you feed that many kids in this little classroom," Representative David Taylor said.                               

Taylor is one of the representatives for District 15 in Washington and he saw the need for a new school. 

However, he knows school projects like this are being held up because the capital budget has not been 

passed yet.   "Hopefully we can reach an agreement and get a capital budget passed which will allow the 

construction money to be released through the capital budget," he said.   The new school would take 

about two years to build and would be able to hold around 1200 students.   That's almost three times 

the amount the current school was built for and it would also hold open areas the community could use.         

Henry Strom, Grandview School District Superintendent, said the only problem is the more time it takes 

to pass the budget, the more construction might go into a third school year.                                                       

"One of the concerns is that we may come to logger heads,” he said. “Our friends over in east valley is 

waiting for funds so they can begin construction."  He knows that it's more of a waiting game now to see 

what money they get, but wants to have a facility that will be able to keep up with all the new 

technology that education is using.   Taylor said one of the issues keeping the budget from passing is the 

Hirst Decision.  Once they get that figured out, schools including others across the valley will be able to 

start receiving funds for their projects 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/27/2017 

DESCRIPTION TOPPENISH, Wash. -- A Toppenish University's physician assistant program has been put 

on probation, causing them to stop accepting new students for a year.Heritage University was told by 

the physician assistant accrediting review board that they need to improve on taking note of student's 

clinical skills.“They came back to us a couple weeks ago and said ‘We think your program needs to do a 



better job of documenting it’s outcomes. You aren't doing a good enough job documenting student's 

clinical skills.’ We acknowledged that we can absolutely do a better job of doing that, as almost any 

program can,” said Laurie Fathe, Vice President of Academic Affairs at Heritage University. This 

probation won't affect current students. And Heritage University says that they already have a plan in 

place to make improvements. They're going to be using some models from other programs at their 

university that go through accreditation, for reference. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/3/2017 

DESCRIPTION KENNEWICK, Wash. — Students at one Kennewick school know a little more about what it 

means to serve our country tonight.  Highlands Middle School hosted their second-annual Military 

Appreciation Day.  Students spent their day with veterans, both retired and active duty, and got to ask 

questions about being drafted, the enlistment process, boot camp, and what kind of food they ate 

during battle.  Vincent Juarez with the U.S. Coast Guard said both the event, and the students 

enthusiasm for it, are outstanding.      "It's not just inviting some veterans over and shaking their hand, 

you could tell there's a lot of time and effort put into this. With the flag detail, the national anthem, the 

structure of the way the assemblies were set up."    Juarez said he appreciated how the school honors 

vets from multiple demographics, all the the way back to those who served in World War Two. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 12/5/2017 

DESCRIPTIO CONNELL, Wash. — Educators suspended a student from Connell High School after a 

threatening list was found last week. According to the North Franklin School District, the list was found 

last Tuesday.  Educators say a high school student wrote down a list several names of students at the 

school. Names the district says the student either hated or did not like.  On the top were the words 

“Death List.”  Educators suspended the student the day after finding the list.                                                                                     

According to District Superintendent Gregg Taylor, the district is still investigating, but says no students 

are in any danger. The district says the incident has been reported to the Connell Police Department and 

says they are cooperating.   However, Connell Police Chief Chris Turner says the department found out 

about the list on Saturday when a parent contacted them, not a school official.                                                           

Chief Turner says his sergeant called the high school principal to find out more information about the 

incident.  The superintendent also says the parents of the students on the list were contacted.  

However, one parent says they're frustrated since the school's principal contacted them on Saturday, 

days after the list was found.   In a release posted to the district's Facebook page on Monday, 

Superintendent Taylor says, "In recognition of any concern like this we want to make sure that we take 

all of the necessary steps in order to protect the safety of our students, staff and community.”                                  

The superintendent says the investigation will likely be done soon.                                                                                 

He adds that there is no threat to the community. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  

DESCRIPTION   

 

CANIDATES/POLITICAL 



 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/11/2017 

DESCRIPTION: ATLANTA (AP) — One of the nation's leading gun-control groups has filed a lawsuit 

against the makers and sellers of "bump stocks," the devices used by the gunman in what is now the 

deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history.   The Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence filed the 

lawsuit on behalf of victims of the Oct. 1 shooting in Las Vegas. The lawsuit claims that the leading 

manufacturer of the devices misled federal authorities about their intended purpose and marketed 

them to thrill-seeking gun enthusiasts who wanted the experience of firing a fully automatic weapon 

that is otherwise greatly restricted under federal law.  The lawsuit was filed Friday in Clark County 

District Court in Nevada; it has three named plaintiffs — all victims of the shooting — and seeks class-

action status. It's not the first time that the Brady Center has filed a lawsuit after a high-profile shooting, 

seeking to hold gunmakers and others in the industry accountable.   Slide Fire Solutions, the Texas-based 

company that is considered the top manufacturer of "bump stocks" did not return an email message 

sent Tuesday through its Facebook page seeking comment. Its voicemail box was not accepting 

messages and the company has not commented since the shooting took place. 

 PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/13/2017 

DESCRIPTION: Yakima, WA-- Yakima City Council candidates are expressing their opinions and letting the 

public question them about issues that matter to the citizens of Yakima.A Yakima City Council 

candidates forum took place at city hall with six of the candidates representing districts 2, 4 and 6.The 

Forward Yakima Initiative Group or FYIG hosted today’s forum. This is their 15th year putting these 

forums together. Dave Kirby from FYIG says they wanted to put this forum together because they want 

the people to have a clear view of who they are voting for. “We look at it as a very educational time for 

the public to learn about the candidates. Ballots will be dropping in the mail sometime in the next week 

and a half so it’s great that folks can hear about some of these candidates and these issues that they’re 

voting on," said Kirby. The forum started off with opening statements from the six candidates and then 

the candidates were asked questions from FYIG and the audience. Some of the questions asked were 

how money would be used for certain projects, If they support the downtown plaza or not and what 

their thoughts were on a strong mayor system. The question that caught most of the public’s attention 

was the one asking the candidates what they thought about the strong mayor system.Most of the 

candidates said they did not believe in the strong mayor system but they also said people should be able 

to vote on it to decide.David Briggs who attended the forum says he was mostly satisfied with the 

answers the candidates were giving but he felt like he wanted the candidates to elaborate more on 

some questions especially the one of the strong mayor system.“I would like for the candidates to look at 

that and really explain their standing a little more and why they want to go that way," said Briggs.A 

more in depth discussion on the strong mayor system took place right after the candidate forum.Full 

videos of the discussions are available at the city of Yakima’s page. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/9/2017  



DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash.-- 60% of voters were in favor of keeping the ban on marijuana sales and 

production in unincorporated areas of Yakima County. Local marijuana business owners said they feel a 

number of things swayed the vote in the direction they weren't hoping for.                                                                                        

“We're disappointed in the way that the vote turned out, but I think that there's a lot of variables at play 

that got us the result that we saw. In large part, the incredibly low turnout and the very confusing 

verbiage of the proposition itself,” said Chief Operating Officer of Sticky Budz Jeffrey McPhee.                                      

He said they won't back down. He admitted that their business is in unincorporated Yakima, but if 

authorities were to try to shut them down they'd stand their ground. 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/20/2017 

DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash.-- The Yakima City Council will hold their next meeting Tuesday at 6 P.M. 

at City Hall.   At the meeting, they'll officially mark this coming Saturday as “Small Business Saturday,” 

which encourages people to shop local small businesses the Saturday after Thanksgiving They'll also be 

meeting to talk about the 2018 proposed preliminary budget.Topics of discussion include the proposal 

of a $20 car tab to fund street and sidewalk projects, and the removal of a utility tax cap for the largest 

commercial utility customers. 

The public is encouraged to attend to provide their input. 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  

DESCRIPTION: 

 

HEALTH/SAFETY 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  10/4/2017 

DESCRIPTION:  UNION GAP, Wash. - Three people are without a home after a fire destroyed a converted 

garage.  The Yakima Fire Department said fire and thick smoke were coming from the garage at the 2100 

block of Cornell Avenue around 11:52 p.m., Saturday.  Union Gap police informed firefighters no one 

was inside the building during the blaze. Firefighters were able to extinguish the fire after reports said 

several walls within the garage made the fire difficult to extinguish. All of the interior walls and ceiling 

were destroyed and items were damaged by smoke.  Pacific Power and Light arrived to the scene to 

disconnect power to the detached garage. Fire investigators believe a problem with the electrical system 

caused the fire to spark as those living in the building said they were experiencing issues with the 

electrical outlets.   Red Cross is helping the three occupants affected by the fire. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/9/2017 



DESCRIPTION: Third annual BBQ with cop YAKIMA, Wash. - Many locals came out to The Range in 

Yakima today to talk with Yakima police officers and eat some barbecue.  This is the third annual BBQ 

with cops. The event gives the community a chance to come and voice their concerns and get to know 

their officers.   Yakima police say it's helpful to know what the communities needs are so they can help. 

We always love coming out and talking to the community and meeting the people that we serve. 

Especially sharing our passion, my specifically being K9. It's a joy to us that's why we do it. To meet 

people and provide a little insight on what we do is great," said by Yakima Police Officer Robert Walters.                                                                                                       

All of the donations from today will go to the Children's Wishes and Dreams. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/10/2017 

DESCRIPTION: FRANKLIN COUNTY, Wash — The Franklin County Sheriff's Department is asking for your 

help to keep a stretch along the Columbia River called Carbody Beach safe.                                                                                        

A few years ago Landslides cut Columbia River Road, above the beach, in half.                                                                

The county still owns the road but that hasn't stopped folks from using this relatively new mountainside 

for target practice.   Deputy Darrell Chambers from the Franklin County Sheriff's Department said the 

spot is just too busy to have bullets flying around.   He said workers from the orchards in the hills above 

the road have already had to dodge stray bullets whizzing through the trees.                                                     

That's why they're enforcing the rules now, before somebody gets shot,                                                       

"There's really no safe direction to shoot. If you shoot down across the water, you don't know where the 

bullet's going to go and there's people doing recreation on the water. There's people hiking and you may 

not even know it down past the landslide. That's to that tall of a hill bank to be shooting into, there'll be 

a lot of rounds that will inadvertently go over the top. " The Deputy said if you're caught shooting on this 

or any other public land you could get a ticket.  He also said options for hobbyists wanting to shoot on 

public land in Franklin County are limited.  Deputy Anderson from the Benton County Sheriff's 

Department gave Action News a few extra options. 

 PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/12/2017 

DESCRIPTION: TRI-CITIES, Wash. – Electric power takes up nearly 40 percent of our nation's energy 

consumption, according to recent reports from the US Energy Information Administration.                                                         

Energy experts said its always important to find more ways to conserve these resources                                                 

As we get closer to the winter months, Mapes said first things first – if you haven’t had your home 

heating system serviced by a professional in the last 12 months, you'll want to schedule an appointment. 

"You want to be able to identify any potential problems before we get into our coldest part of the 

winter," he said.  To make your home more energy and cost efficient, Mapes said there are many things 

you can also do yourself, like checking your air filters. He recommends changing them every three to 

four months.  "If you don't change them every three to four months you can find the efficiency of your 

system going down very quickly, which can raise your energy bills unexpectedly," he explained.                                  

As the temperatures drop, he said to look for air leaks, which can rack up your heating bill.                                     

"Most of those leaks are going to be happening around windows and doors and so your options there 

are to caulk the windows and weather strip the doors," he added.                                                                                            

It's also important to check your outdoor water pipes. "If you have any cold-water supplies that are not 



insulated, when it gets below freezing those pipes will probably burst eventually and that will cause a lot 

more problems," Mapes said.   People forget to check their thermostat settings, particularly in the fall 

during the more temperate months. Mapes strongly encourages setting the temperature of your 

thermostat back at night.  “For example, if you're heating your home to 68 degrees during the day, at 

night you may want to consider scaling it back to 65 degrees or even less than that because it can save a 

tremendous amount of energy over the course of the winter,” he said. “You'll hardly notice the 

temperature difference because you're under your covers sleeping at night." Plus, with Benton PUD's 

SmartHub app clients can track monthly daily and hourly energy usage. This helps customers understand 

why their bills vary.  "When you start tracking your usage, you become aware of how are you using it," 

said Karen Miller, Benton PUD communications manager.  Energy awareness, Miller said, has helped 

homeowners effectively lower their electric bills and avoid those unwanted surprises.                                                      

If you're using your energy wisely, Mapes said you'll have the same comfort level you would have 

otherwise, yet spend less money.   Follow this link for more ways you can make your home more energy 

efficient, as well as many things you can do on your own without having to service a professional.                             

If you haven’t enrolled in SmartHub go to BentonPUD.org or download the app. You can check your 

usage anytime or anywhere. 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  10/16/2017 

DESCRIPTION: SACAJAWEA STATE PARK, Wash. -- Franklin County Sheriff Deputies say a 31-year-old 

man drowned while duck hunting on the Columbia River on Saturday afternoon.Dive and rescue teams 

hurried, searching for Frank Donangelo who they said went into the water after his drifting boat.Officials 

said he was duck hunting with a partner at the time he went into the water, and didn't surface again.At 

least two dive and rescue boats scoured the stream near Sacajawea State Park And found the man 

within the hour.  Action News saw divers giving CPR to Donangelo, then rushing him to the hospital in an 

ambulance. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/17/2017 

DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash. --Yakima County is winning the race in the state when it comes to STD 

rates.The county has the worst rate of gonorrhea. And the second worst rate of chlamydia.“It's not 

good. I feel like for a lot of younger adults and our generation nowadays we need to be more careful 

and talk about protection more,” said Yakima Valley Community College student Mosdesta 

Britton.When talking to students at YVC, they all agreed that more needs to be done in terms of early 

education to keep these alarming rates down.“I think one way to keep STD rates from going up is to 

keep education in the schools and let students know what the safe sex techniques are, and best way to 

prevent that. It's time right now when a lot of people are becoming more sexually active, and I just think 

it’s important that they are aware the best way to go about it,” said YVC student Christopher Schulz.Per 

100,000 people, Yakima has a gonorrhea rate of 176.6 compared to last year's 150.3. The rate jumped 

up by 17 percent. And the chlamydia rate, though it seems to remain almost unchanged from 2015 to 

2016, is still the second worst rate in the state.“The discussion needs to happen in children's high 



schools and college campuses, and this is why programs such as Planned Parenthood are so important 

because they give out free condoms and free preventives to these students,” said YVC student Liam 

Festa.The Yakima Health District offers free STD and HIV testing every Wednesday. They also provide 

free condoms. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  10/19/2017 

DESCRIPTION: PASCO, Wash. -- Carbon monoxide is a silent killer. A man died today in his Pasco home, 

where emergency responders found high levels of carbon monoxide.Officials say they are still 

investigating where the carbon monoxide was coming from, but they suspect it is what caused this 

Pasco man's death.  “They hadn't seen him today, so they came in, got in the house, couldn't wake him 

up,” said Ben Shearer of the Pasco Fire Department.  51-year-old John Hunt wouldn't wake up this 

morning, so his friend--who could smell gas--called for help.     “Crews at that point backed out to make 

sure it was secure,” Shearer said. “We've opened up the home, we've had fans running. We had to blow 

all the CO out of the house before we could do anything else.”     “It's always sad when somebody dies, 

it's not what we're here to do,” Shearer said. “When we don't even have the chance to do anything for 

them, that just goes against all of our training.”                                                                                                                        

Ben Shearer said he wants this tragedy to be a signal for others in the community.“We've got to get 

people out there to understand that a thirty-dollar carbon monoxide alarm can save a life,” Shearer said. 

“It possibly could have saved a life this time around.”  Carbon monoxide alarms will warn you if there 

are high or low levels of CO in your home.    “People tell us all the time: ‘if I had something in my house, I 

would smell it,’ but CO actually decreases your brain activity, and it actually makes you sleep harder,” 

Shearer said.   And with cold weather coming to stay, Shearer said it's a more common problem.                      

“This time of year we're closing up homes more, trying to keep that heat in, so we're closing windows 

and shutting down our houses,” he said.  CO risks could be anything in your home that burns--like a gas 

or wood-burning stove.   “Now is the time to think, ‘what is in my house that could cause CO?’” Shearer 

suggested.  He said make sure you have an alarm on every level of your home, and replace your 

batteries once a year. It's a simple action that can make all the difference. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/1/2017 

DESCRIPTION: MABTON, Wash. - Firefighters have saved a barn from catching fire in Mabton.According 

to officials from Fire District 5, firefighters were alerted to sheds on fire around 3:20 p.m., Monday at 

840 High School Road. Fire crews responded to find 50 feet of outbuildings on fire which firefighters said 

had already burnt to the ground upon arrival. Firefighters were able to put out the flames before they 

reached a barn that was nearby, around 4:08 p.m. No one was injured in this incident. Reports said the 

destroyed sheds were worth nearly $20,000. Detectives are investigating a cause in this fire. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/2/2017 

DESCRIPTION: WASHINGTON - Winter weather conditions are quickly approaching areas in eastern and 

central Washington. According to an update from the National Weather Service (NWS), snow is 

predicted to reach lower levels in eastern Washington from November 3 - 5, including the lower 

Columbia Basin and the Kittitas and Yakima valleys. Snows accumulation is expected at the higher pass 



levels and snow could reach as low as the valley floors for the first time this season. Snow could begin to 

accumulate in the lower elevations starting Saturday night.  NWS leaders want to caution drivers 

traveling at higher elevations to expect lower visibility and slick roads if conditions are snowy. Meagan 

Lott with the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) stresses a good set of traction 

tires is important for winter driving preparedness. Lott also recommends drivers bring along tire chains 

for mountain pass travel as a precaution. If road conditions are icy and snowy, driving at slower speeds 

is very important for safety. According to a WSDOT news release, studded tires are legal for vehicles 

starting November 1 through March 31, after which drivers in Washington could risk getting a ticket. 

WSDOT provides additional tips on how to prepare for winter driving here 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE:  10/7/2017 

DESCRIPTION: The Yakima Police Department would like to honor two local men for going above and 

beyond to help someone in need. Recently YPD officers assisted a gentleman who was unable to unload 

items from his U-Haul into his new house due to a physical ailment. In steps Ulices Esquivel (left) and 

Cireno Rivera (right). Ulices has absolutely no connection to, nor does he know the gentleman who 

needed help. He was a complete stranger. This did not stop Ulices from offering help to the man. Ulices 

and Cireno showed up at the man’s new place this past Saturday morning and unloaded his entire U-

Haul for him. The man and his daughter were very thankful! Hats off to Ulices and Cireno, great 

examples of Yakima residents. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 10/8/2017 

DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash. - Police say a drug that is not licensed in a pharmacy has been circulating 

in the Yakima area leading to an increase in overdoses. The Yakima Police Department (YPD) issued a 

warning November 8 of an imitation Xanax laced with other drugs that people reportedly purchase on 

the streets.  Police are cautioning people against purchasing "Xanax" from drug dealers off the streets as 

taking it could be fatal.  It is uncertain what unlicensed drugs could contain so consuming them may be 

very dangerous, police said. 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/10/2017 

DESCRIPTION: KENNEWICK, Wash -- There is a crisis in Washington state that has children sometimes 

sleeping in motel rooms because there is no where else to go. There are thousands of kids needing 

foster care and not enough foster homes.  For 10 years Margarita Segura has been a foster parent. In 

addition to her own three children, she currently has a 16-year-old foster child in her home. "There's a 

lot of foster kids around, and I had the time, the space at home, and thought why not help out?"  The 

teen in her care is one of 10,000 kids in Washington in need of foster care, and there are only about 

5,000 licensed providers. Opal Svancara trains and supports foster parents in the Tri-Cities.   "There's a 

statewide shortage of foster care homes for children in the foster care system," says Svancara.  She says 

drugs in general, and now the opioid crisis, have left thousands of kids in need of foster care. It's a 

problem happening across the country. The number of kids in foster care rose 8% between 2012 and 

2015, and much more in some areas , largely due to opioid addiction.  Across Washington the system is 

overloaded and kids are being shuffled around. "Kids in the foster care system are having to move all 



over the state to find homes for them to be placed in. They're also sometimes having to move across 

state lines," says Svancara.  Sometimes children are in supervised motel rooms until a better solution is 

found. "I know there's a lot of warm hearted good people who could provide good care to these kids. I 

know that because I'm in the community and I know people are willing I just don't think they know how 

and they might be a little intimidated by the process."  She says there is a lot help for people wanting to 

become foster parents, and on-going support once children are placed in a home. For the kids placed in 

a good foster home it can be life changing.  Segura's 16-year-old foster child says her foster parents have 

changed her life. "I love them to death. They've done everything I could ask for with support, and advice 

and help and getting me where I need to be and making sure I go down the right path."                                              

She is one of the lucky ones. So many more children are in need of homes.                                                           

Margarita says there are many reasons that people don't foster children, but there are also many 

rewards for people who open their hearts and their homes.   "At the end of the day you have a 

satisfaction feeling that you did everything you could for someone," she says.  If you are interested in 

becoming a foster parent, you can log onto the website for Service Alternatives in Kennewick. 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/14/2017 

DESCRIPTION: KENNEWICK, Wash. — An area health provider offering women a safe place to work 

through unexpected pregnancies wants to take their show on the road.  This week You Medical, the life-

affirming health organization formerly known as Tri-Cities Pregnancy Network, launched a capital 

campaign to raise $166,000 for a mobile unit.                                                                                                                                             

Plans show a restroom, counseling and exam areas for ultra-sounds.                                                                                   

And just as their current clinics, all services will be free.                                                                                               

Executive Director Andrea Riggs said the bus will visit Tri-Cities outlying areas and college campuses to 

help during what she calls one of the most frightening times of a young woman's life.                                                    

"We can go to where the women are. We can meet them in their safe place, and just be there for them. 

And really these are, a lot of the time, women who might not know about us or that can't get to our 

centers."    You Medical said over 35% of unexpected pregnancies in Washington ended in abortion in 

2015 and they'd like to offer an alternative.          If you're interested in contributing to their capital 

campaign you can visit their website, or text GO to 50555. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/15/2017 

DESCRIPTION: KENNEWICK, Wash. -- Officers are investigating a fatal crash after a semi hit, and killed, a 

pedestrian Tuesday evening on Columbia Drive near downtown Kennewick.Police say that at 7:18 PM, 

officers responded to multiple calls of a collision involving at least once vehicle and a pedestrian on the 

1000 block of West Columbia Drive. The pedestrian that was struck was an adult man, and he was 

pronounced dead at the scene. Investigators arrived on the scene and shut down the westbound lanes 

just east of State Route 395 around 7:30 pm. KPD says that the identity of the male will be released once 



the next of kin is notified.  The Kennewick Police Traffic Division is currently conducting a further 

investigation. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/16/2017 

DESCRIPTION: PASCO, Wash. – The Benton County Coroner John Hansen determined that a heart-

related medical condition caused 47-year-old Mark Bryan of Pasco to lose control of his truck and collide 

through a house Wednesday night.  The coroner said the heart condition, along with the injuries he 

sustained from the crash killed him.  The master bedroom of a home on the 6800 block of Boulder is 

demolished after police said the out of control truck smashed through the walls of the Pasco home 

around 7:00 p.m. Wednesday.                                                                                                                                                                                     

"It almost went through and through," Sgt. Scott Warren said.                                                                                                 

Pasco police said the 47-year-old driver, Mark Bryan of Pasco was traveling north on Convention Drive, 

then pickup left the road, driving through a field, into traffic and blew through a six-foot-tall brick wall 

and into the back of a house on the corner of Convention and Sandifur. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/17/2017 

DESCRIPTION: PASCO, Wash. - This year Second Harvest's Annual Turkey Drive will distribute 2,500 free 

thanksgiving meal boxes for families in need. Over 100 volunteers came together on Thursday, to make 

holiday meal boxes to be distributed at the Benton County Fairgrounds this Saturday, from 11:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m. on a first come first serve basis. Second Harvest wants to remind you there is no 

documentation required and anyone is eligible while supplies last. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/23/2017 

DESCRIPTION: WHITE PASS, Wash.- White Pass officials announced they will be closing their slopes due 

to the weather. With the mountain getting hit with warm weather these past few days, it has turned 

into a wet snow-pack. White Pass employees decided to close the slopes for a few days in hopes of 

providing better conditions.  According to an update issued November 24, more snow is needed with 

26" at the top of the slopes and 12" at the base. A reopening date is anticipated to be near due to snowy 

conditions, Friday.   An earlier update said White Pass planned on reopening over the weekend, but as 

of Friday, more snow is needed to estimate a reopening time. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/27/2017 

DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash.- A man died last night after an SUV stuck him in Yakima.                                                            

Yakima police say a 46-year-old man was crossing the 300 blk of W. Mead Ave. around 7 p.m. when an 

SUV hit him.   Police say the man had on dark clothing and the driver did not see him until she was too 

close to fully stop.  The man was sent to an area hospital but was later pronounced dead. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/29/2017 

DESCRIPTION: SELAH, Wash.-- The city of Selah alleges the apartments owned by Steve and Janet Owens 

at 519 South First Street are unfit for living, due to dangerous conditions. This matter was brought to 



light when the Selah Fire Department responded to a tenant who had fallen through a hole in the 

bathroom floor because the floor had rotted. City Administrator Donald Wayman was contacted by the 

tenant because she says the landlords served her an eviction notice, due to the fire department being 

called to her home when she had to be extracted from the bathroom. Wayman paid her a visit, and he 

says what he saw was disturbing.“The conditions in the unit we were allowed to see were squalid, at 

best. We saw structural damage, due to rot. We saw vermin. We saw the kinds of conditions that should 

not be allowed in anyone's residence in the United States,” said Wayman.  Added Wayman, “This 

particular issue, since we have been into the residence and inspected it, we came to the conclusion that 

we needed to bring this to the attention of the court.” The tenant who had to be extracted from her 

bathroom by the fire department is no longer living at the apartments, so we weren't able to speak with 

her, but Sylvester Robles, who lives a few doors down, says he has no complaints. “This place is nice for 

living. We don’t have any complaints,” said Robles. Wayman says he would like to see the apartments 

demolished or renovated so that people can safely and comfortably live there. Apartment owner Steve 

Owens was unable to be reached for comment, but Wayman says a court date has been set for 

December 1st. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 11/30/2017 

DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash. -- AAA is teaming up with the YWCA in Yakima to provide toiletry items 

for people in need.This is AAA’s 10th year putting together the Soap for Hope donation drive and YWCA 

has been chosen as this year’s recipients.The Soap for Hope donation drive collects unused travel and 

full-size toiletry items. can donate shampoos, soaps, razors, deodorants, toothpastes and much more.  

“Being clean you know having toothpaste, shampoo, those kinds of things are important to not only 

women but their children and everybody involved," said store manager Lorene Lenseigne.AAA 

Washington has collected more than 850,000 toiletry items for local charities over the past nine 

years.Donations can be made at any AAA store near you now through the end of the year. 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 12/1/2017 

DESCRIPTION: TRI-CITIES, Wash. -- It's officially December, and that means colder weather on the 

horizon. The Washington State Department of Transportation said they're already getting ready for 

snow and ice, and so should all drivers.“I don't like it at all,” Randy Rodgers said. “It kind of sucks, but we 

got to go through it every year.”   Like it or not, some slick or snowy roads are probably just around the 

corner. “I just put some new tires on my truck for the snow and the ice,” Rodgers said. “And make sure 

my oil's changed and my antifreeze is up and level.”   The DOT is urging drivers to be prepared.                                          

“Pack your car kit, be prepared to be on the road for an extended period if for some reason you spin 

out,” said Summer Derrey, WSDOT spokesperson.                                                                                                                

The DOT is already monitoring roads around the clock and pretreating highways with a chemical that 

helps to melt ice.   And even with no snow on the ground, Derrey said check your thermometer every 

morning before you leave the house.   “If it's below 32 degrees, then that would definitely give you the 

red flag that it's time to slow down,” she said.   Some drivers are already on top of things.                                       

“With this van, we haven't done anything, but with my Civic, my husband put snow tires on just like a 

week ago,” Taylor Lott said.  DOT wants to remind you--drive slower than the speed limit--and stay in 



the right lane.   “Ice and snow? Take it slow,” Derrey said. “We want you to get there safe, so please 

slow down when you're driving. Taking a little extra time could be lifesaving.”              

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 12/4/2017 

DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash.- An AAA National report revealed that nearly 90% of senior drivers don't 

make changes to their cars. State Patrol Trooper Sarah Clasen says they often deal with deadly car 

accidents that involve older people."So quite frequently here in Yakima we do experience fatalities 

involving senior citizens," said Clasen. Seniors 65 and over are more than twice as likely to be in a fatal 

car crash than younger drivers according to AAA National. "Its sad, but we want to be able to cut that 

number down and make sure that everyone is getting home safe," said Clasen. The survey recommends 

senior drivers purchasing vehicle adaptions like seat cushions, steering wheel covers and hand controls 

to help improve safety. Here's a list of inexpensive devices AAA National recommends. Cushions and 

seat pads- Improves line of sight and can help reduce back or hip pain.  Multifaceted mirrors - Improves 

viability and minimizes blind spots. Pedal extension - Helps drivers obtain a safe distance from the 

steering wheel and helps visibility. Steering wheel covers - Improves grip for drivers with arthritis. Hand 

controls - Allows driver to perform all vehicle functions without the use of lower extremities 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 12/7/2017 

DESCRIPTION: ZILLAH Wash. -- Many people are giving back this holiday season but a family in Zillah is 

doing more than giving back, they are saving lives.  The Fewel family is rescuing horses from being 

slaughtered and giving them a second chance in life.  Pepper Fewel and Tiffany Fewel own Cherry Wood 

Bed Breakfast and Barn in Zillah, a tourist attraction where people can stay the night, enjoy from 

breakfast and wine and ride the horses, which have now become the main attraction.    All of the horses 

Fewel owns are rescues that come from being abused or abandoned.   Fewel says that after visiting a 

feedlot, where horses are kept before being slaughtered, her heart broke and she knew she had to do 

something about I “I could see these amazing horses that no fault of their own, it’s like a dog pound 

they’re there, and I watched these horses in that feedlot and it was overwhelming for me to tell you the 

truth,” said Fewel. Fewel has now saved over 100 horses and has been able to rehabilitate them and 

give them a second chance at life. “It’s the love of the horse. The outside of the horse is good for the 

inside of the person,” said Fewel.   Many of the horses they receive are 25 years or older and come with 

limps or trauma, but Fewels daughter Tiffany says that does not disqualify them from being nourished, 

helped mentally and receive training.  “From the groundwork, we start to ride them and we’ll start to 

ride them just in the pins and then well get them on the outside and start getting them used to the 

environment around them. It gets them mentally ready before we hit the trails with people,” said 

Tiffany Fewel.  The horses that enjoy giving people rides then start working for Cherry Wood Bed and 

Breakfast taking customers to different wineries around the area, and the ones that can’t provide rides 

are still able to stay at Cherry Wood until a loving home is found for them.   Fewel says this has now 

become her passion and she will keep saving as many horses as she can as long as she lives.                                                             

“I get so much more from them, than probably I give the horse,” said Fewel.                                                                      

All of the proceeds from Cherry Wood Bed and Breakfast go straight to funding and caring the rescued 

horses,  

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 



DATE: 12/11/2017 

DESCRIPTION: KENNEWICK, Wash. — Three different drunken driving related accidents kept the 

Kennewick Police Department unusually busy Saturday night in what Officer Kirk Nebeker called an 

"anomaly".  The first took place shortly before 11 p.m. at the roundabout on Center Parkway and 

Grandridge Blvd. Police said 27-year-old Stephanie Jensen jumped the curb and high-centered her car.                                             

An hour later, 28-year-old Fernando Ramos drove through the roundabout on Hildebrand Blvd. just east 

of Highway 395 severely damaging his car. The third took place at 1:10 a.m. on Sunday when 21-year-old 

Aquillina Ramiriz drove into the signal pole at Volland St. and Canal Dr.                                                                  

All three drivers were arrested for driving under the influence.                                                                                      

Officer Nebeker told Action News to remind drivers to stay off the road if they've been drinking,                                   

"It seems like around the holidays, the DUIs go up, but [Saturday] was extreme."                                                          

He said the Kennewick Police Department will continue to arrest drunk drivers and prosecute them to 

the full extent of the law this holiday season,                                                                                                                  

"It's not worth it. Call a cab, find a sober driver, or stay put." 

PROGRAM: KUNW TV NEWS 6P 

DATE: 12/12/2017 

DESCRIPTION: YAKIMA, Wash. - Some people living on North 53rd Avenue say drivers speed down their 

street and something needs to be done about it. They petitioned to get speed bumps about three years 

ago and the city finally put some in on November 28, but they were removed a week and a half later.                           

"The neighbors up and down this street are furious," said Janet Greenwalt who lives on 53rd. "We finally 

get the speed bumps and then they were torn out, leaving our street in miserable conditions that's only 

going to evolve into huge potholes for us now, which is more treacherous."                                                       

However, the city said they had to remove them because they weren't doing their job of improving 

safety.  "What we saw were people slowing down as they approached those speed bumps going up the 

hill and that could be challenging in the winter time and possibly impede the safety of that roadway," 

Beehler said.  Beehler said some of the bumps were positioned too close together or too close to 

people's driveways.  "Just to make sure that they're working as we intended them to work and in this 

case, they just weren't," he said. He also said some of the people who signed the petition had since 

moved and some residents there now, did not want speed bumps on their street. One resident who did 

not want to appear on camera said a speed bump was installed right in front of his home and he liked to 

see people slow down, but he heard others on the street weren't happy with the new speed 

bumps.Beehler said the installation of the speed bumps cost the city $9,250 and the removal cost $875, 

for a total of a little over $10,000. He said the city plans to go back and meet with those who live on 

53rd and come up with another solution. For now, he said they will install speed clocks with radar to 

gather information on the how drivers travel on that street. 
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