
Quarterly List of WGBX-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues - WGBX-TV  (July to September 2015) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 

 
Frontline, N 07/03/15, 22:00 pm, 90 min. 
Explore the struggles and choices facing transgender kids and their parents. Through 
moving, personal stories of children, parents and doctors, the film examines new medical 
interventions increasingly being offered at younger ages. 
 
PBS News Hour Weekend, N 09/19/15, 17:00 pm, 30 min. 
On Saturday and Sunday, PBS NewsHour Weekend airs excerpts from Time for School, a 
documentary that spotlights the global education crisis,coinciding with the U.N. summit, 
when world leaders take stock of the millions of children still left behind, despite the 
Millennium Promise of education for all. Since 2003, filmmakers have been following seven 
children in seven countries, many of whom have been struggling against the odds for a basic 
education. On Saturday, we meet Joab Onyando, who at 10 years old, starts first grade in a 
70-student classroom without desks or chairs, in a school in Kibera, Nairobi's largest slum. 
Like millions in Kenya, he could not study at all until the government eliminated primary 
school fees in 2003. But Joab faces hardship at every turn. His mother dies. His father 
leaves.And Joab, who dreams of becoming an engineer, is forced to care for his two younger 
siblings, all while trying to stay in school. 

 
Teaching Channel Presents: Common Core Pre-K, N 09/30/15, 04:00 am, 60 min.  
We'll start with Pre-K math students and finish up with high school English students as we 
explore the many ways Common Core is being integrated into classrooms-in both math and 
ELA the emphasis is teaching students how to think. 

 
 
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 

 
Greater Boston, L 07/17/15, 19:00pm, 30 min. 
Bay Windows Co-Publisher Sue O'Connell, CEO of Phantom 
Gourmet Dave Andelman and Stand-Up Comic Jimmy Tingle face Jim's buzzer as they 
debate the sales tax holiday, reinstating happy hour, and Boston 2024.  

 
Frontline: Prison State, N 08/01/15, 17:00 pm, 30 min. 
On Saturday, NewsHour Weekend explores the short-term housing rental industry giant, Air 
bnb, which now lists more than 1 million rooms available in 190 countries. The platform's 
largest market is in New York City, with more than 25,000 listings per night, and it's also 
where the debate over how to regulate short-term rentals is the most contentious. And in 
light of a report by the New York Attorney General that says nearly three-quarters of 
Airbnb's listings in the city were technically illegal, New York City is cracking down. Hari 
Sreenivasan reports. 

 



 
This Old House Hour, N 09/26/15, 5:00 am, 60 min. 
On ASK THIS OLD HOUSE, Richard travels to Pittsburgh to install a thermostat that 
interfaces with a smartphone to save energy and money. Ross Trethewey walks Kevin 
through the installation of a photovoltaic solar array on the barn. 

 
 

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
Greater Boston, L 07/15/15, 19:00pm, 30 min. 
Sixteen-year old Jonathan Dos Santos was killed last month while riding his bike in 

Dorchester. Police say two other teens shot the popular basketball player, after they 

ambushed him. The pair were in court today for a probable cause hearing. Both are 

charged with murder. 

 
PBS Newshour, N 9/05/15, 17:00 pm, 30 min. 
On Saturday, Native women in the U.S. face some of the highest levels of violence of any 
group. The Justice Department says acts of sexual assault against Native American women 
are most frequently committed by non-Indian men, who are generally immune to 
prosecution in tribal courts. Congress reauthorized the Violence Against Women Act in 
2013, which gave tribal courts jurisdiction over certain domestic violence crimes committed 
by non-Indians. But advocates say acts of sexual violence on Indian reservations are still 
happening with few consequences. NewsHour Weekend's Stephen Fee has our updated 
report from last year. 

 
Frontline: The Trouble with Antibiotics, N 9/11/15, 22:00 pm, 30 min. 
FRONTLINE investigates the widespread use of antibiotics in food animals and whether it 
is fueling the growing crisis of antibiotic resistance in people. Also this hour: An exclusive 
interview with the family of a young man who died in a nightmare bacteria outbreak that 
swept through a hospital at the National Institutes of Health. 

 
 

 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 

PBS Newshour, N 8/30/15, 17:00 pm, 30 min.  
On Sunday, NewsHour Weekend examines new research showing Holocaust survivors may 
pass some of their traumatic stress on to their children. The study reveals that traumatic 
events can alter a person's body chemistry, meaning the effects can be carried through 
generations, which increases the likelihood of developing stress disorders. NewsHour's 
Stephen Fee reports.  

 
 
 
 



To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe, N 08/30/15, 06:30 am, 30 min. 
Topic 1: Race & Politics.  
Topic 2: College Campuses & Sexual Assault Behind the Headlines: Elena Vanishing.  
PANEL: The Gender Equality Project's Megan Beyer, Republican Strategist Rina Shah 
Bharara, Journalist Anushay Hossain, The Heritage Foundation's Jennifer Marshall. 

 
Draft, N 09/13/15, 22:00 am, 60 min. 
Race, class, culture - the draft in the 1960s and 1970s was a lightning rod that lit up every 
schism in American society. But ending the draft has produced unintended consequences, 
creating a citizenry completely disconnected from that of the soldiers who experience the 
burden of endless wars. Featuring interviews with the people who fought the draft, 
supported it and lived its realities, THE DRAFT tells the story of how a single, controversial 
issue continues to define a nation. Part of PBS Stories of Service. 

 
 
 

V.  Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 

PBS Newshour Weekend, N 07/05/14 17:00 pm, 30 min. 
On Sunday, NewsHour Weekend examines the struggle of job applicants with criminal 
backgrounds. These job seekers, including those with nonviolent convictions, are often 
unable to find work -- even if it has been years since they served time for past criminal 
infractions. And given the current climate of extreme job competition, these applicants are 
increasingly being driven into poverty. NewsHour's Stephen Fee reports in this updated 
segment. 
 
PBS Newshour Weekend, N 9/20/14 17:00 pm, 30 min. 
On Sunday, we meet Jefferson from Rocinha, one of Rio de Janeiro's poorest 
neighborhoods. Jefferson was able to attend school in part because his mother received a 
government stipend through Bolsa Familia, an anti-poverty program that has boosted 
enrollment. Jefferson dreams of finishing school and becoming a soccer player but the odds 
are stacked against him. On average Brazil's poorest children finish only four years of 
school, and in Rio's slum neighborhood, the drug trade beckons. 
 
PBS News Hour Weekend, N 07/25/15, 17:00 pm, 30 min.  
On Saturday, NewsHour Weekend explores the country's many independent contractors, 
workers like UberX drivers and TaskRabbit assistants who pick up work when they want it. 
Unlike traditional employees, independent contractors have no guarantee of hourly wages, 
no benefits and no safety net. But recent class-action lawsuits have alleged that many of the 
companies who employ these contractors are breaking the rules by misclassifying them as 
independent. Hari Sreenivasan reports. 

 
 
 
 



VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 

NOVA: Why Sharks Attack, N 7/11/15, 20:00 pm, 30 min.  
In recent years, an unusual spate of deadly shark attacks has gripped Australia, resulting in 
five deaths in 10 months. At the same time, great white sharks have begun appearing in 
growing numbers off the beaches of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, not far from the waters 
where Steven Spielberg filmed the ultimate shark fright film, Jaws. What's behind the 
mysterious arrival of this apex predator in an area where they've rarely been seen for 
hundreds of years? Are deadly encounters with tourists inevitable? To separate fact from 
fear, NOVA teams up with leading shark experts in Australia and the United States to 
discover the science behind the great white's hunting instincts. Do sharks ever target humans 
or is each attack a tragic case of mistaken identity? Can a deeper understanding of shark 
senses lead scientists to design effective deterrents and help prevent future attacks? With 
shark populations around the world plummeting, scientists race to unlock the secrets of 
these powerful creatures of the deep in their quest to save people -- and sharks. 
 

 
Saving the Ocean,  N 08/29/15, 12:30 pm, 30 min. 
Lionfish are beautiful, colorful reef fish found throughout the Indian and Pacific oceans - 
that's the good news. The bad news is they're now found all over the Caribbean Sea and the 
Atlantic coasts of North and South America as well. Alien to those waters, lionfish are the 
perfect invasive species - aggressive, without predators, prolific breeders and tolerant of a 
wide range of conditions. Numbering in the millions, they are damaging to native fish 
species. Diving in the Bahamas to help clear lionfish from reefs, sitting down to a lionfish 
dinner in the Yucatan and joining a lionfish-only fishing derby in Florida, Carl Safina learns 
how people are fighting back. 
 
Food Forward: Quest for Water, N 9/06/14 16:30 pm, 30 min 
How can agriculture use less water and still grow enough food for everyone? Are we finally 
emerging from the water wars of the west that pitted Native American tribes and 
environmentalists against farmers and ranchers? FOOD FORWARD dives into solutions 
that some water users are discovering to protect this most precious resource in the face of 
drought, politics and environmental conflicts. 
 

VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 

Brainmaker with David Perlmutter, MD, N 08/15/15, 13:00 pm, 60 min.  
Debilitating brain disorders are on the rise - from children diagnosed with autism and 
ADHD to adults developing dementia at younger ages than ever before. But a medical 
revolution is underway that can solve this problem: Astonishing new research is revealing 
that the health of your brain is, to an extraordinary degree, dictated by the state of your 
microbiome - the vast population of organisms that live in your body and out -number your 
own cells ten to one. What's taking place in your intestines today is determining your risk 
for any number of brain-related conditions. Fresh off his huge public television pledge 
blockbuster, BrainChange, first released in December 2013, Dr. Perlmutter explains in Brain 
Maker the potent interplay between intestinal microbes and the brain, describing how the 



microbiome develops from birth and evolves based on lifestyle choices, how it can become 
"sick," and how nurturing gut health through a few easy strategies can alter your brain's 
destiny for the better. With simple dietary recommendations and a highly practical program 
of five steps to improving gut ecology, Brain Maker opens the door to unprecedented brain 
health potential. 

 
Dr. Fuhrman’s Immunity Solution, N 08/20/15, 11:30 am, 90 min. 
Dr. Fuhrman's Immunity Solution! is the follow-up program to the successful pledge hit "3 
Steps to Incredible Health!" Joel Fuhrman, M.D. is a leading expert and board-certified 
medical specialist in the prevention and reversing of disease. Dr. Fuhrman's Immunity 
Solution! shows us how we can become almost totally resistant to colds, influenza, and 
other infections. The evidence is overwhelming: we can supercharge our immune system to 
protect our bodies against disease - everything from the common cold to cancer. Nutritional 
science has made phenomenal strides and discoveries in recent years, and when this new 
research is applied it enables us to seize control of our health like never before. 

 
Second Opinion, N 9/08/15, 4:30 am, 30 min. 
Patient Story: What usually starts innocently enough as taking pain medication 
appropriately prescribed by a doctor, can turn into a deadly addiction for some. Jennifer 
Matesa shares her story of the darkest days of her addiction to her recovery. Myth or 
Medicine: Do pain medications lead to addiction? Second Opinion 5: Five signs of opioid 
pain medication abuse. 

 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 

Few Great Bakeries, L 08/30/15, 19:00 pm, 60 min. 
Explore warm, toasty, small bakeries from Massachusetts to California. Find out how a 
business that makes cakes, pies, bread and bagels can become a neighborhood landmark. 
Celebrate beautiful icing, gooey treats and skillful bakers! 
 
Consuelo Mac Wealth Track, N 08/16/15, 07:00pm, 30 min. 
This week's Consuelo Mack WealthTrack features an interview with Liaquat Ahamed, the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Lords of Finance.He discusses the differences and 
similarities between central bank policies today and those leading up to the Great 
Depression. 

 
Consuelo Mac Wealth Track, N 08/23/15, 07:00pm, 30 min. 
Every weeknight, the Emmy winning NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT delivers the day's 
essential business and economic news. Each lively half-hour combines trusted, credible and 
unbiased information and extensive financial market coverage with insightful features, 
analysis and commentaries by noted economists and business experts. 

 
 
 
 



IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 07/05/15, 6:00pm, 30 min. 
Can charity do harm? - People of faith consider it their religious duty to give to the poor. 
But Lucky Severson reports on a Presbyterian psychologist in Atlanta, Robert Lupton, who 
thinks some charity can do harm. He preaches helping the very poor to learn to help 
themselves, and what is called "re-neighboring" -- encouraging the well-off to come live 
alongside the poor.  
Religious Reaction to Same-Sex Marriage Ruling - Faith groups continue to analyze the 
implications of last week's landmark Supreme Court decision legalizing same-sex marriage 
in all 50 states.  

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 07/19/15, 6:00pm, 30 min. 
A Different Islamic School - Centuries ago, family operated Muslim schools - madrasas - 
taught not only Arabic and the Koran but also a wider curriculum. Then, in recent years, 
many madrasas became politicized and even radicalized -breeding grounds for violent 
extremism. Fred de Sam Lazaro travelled to predominantly-Muslim Pakistan and visited one 
family's madrasa, in Karachi, that is trying against strong opposition to restore what many 
say all Islam needs: giving male and female students a broad general education.  
Singing in a Choir -Volunteers in the Choral Society at New York's Grace Church tell Bob 
Faw what choral singing does for them. They say it overcomes hardship, feeds the soul, 
creates community, serves as a workout, shrinks the ego and just plain makes everyone 
happy.  

 
DEEPAK CHOPRA: THE FUTURE OF GOD, L 08/15/15, 22:30pm, 90 min. 
Faith meets science in DEEPAK CHOPRA: THE FUTURE OF GOD - a ground-breaking 
and thought provoking 60-minute public television pledge special in which world renowned 
spiritual teacher and medical doctor Deepak Chopra demonstrates that the tools of our most 
advanced fields of science can be used to answer some of these fundamentally spiritual 
questions. Most importantly, Dr. Chopra will argue that Religion and Science, when 
understood at the highest levels, do not contradict each other and, in fact, actually 
complement each other! Dr. Chopra argues that even those of us brought up in a largely 
secular, materialistic world, without a devout connection to a religious tradition, can still 
have a more productive vital life, and a greater sense of well-being and happiness, if we gain 
a more intimate and powerful connection to the Divine Wisdom of the ages. By combining 
science, history and philosophy, as only Deepak Chopra can, he delivers a program that 
embodies and celebrates so much of what is central to the mission of public television: An 
ongoing, curious and engaging, quest into what it means to be human. 
 
 

 


