
Quarterly List of WGBX-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues - WGBX-TV  (October-December 2015) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 

 
PBS Newshour, N 12/10/15, 11pm, 60 min. 
After years of debate, President Obama and Congress have finally agreed on a new 
education law. The Every Student Succeeds Act, the successor of No Child Left Behind, 
still requires annual testing of some students, but it does not give the federal government the 
power to impose penalties on underperforming schools. 
 
American Graduate Day, N 10/03/15, 11am, 7 hrs. 
"American Graduate: Let's Make It Happen" is a public media initiative - supported by the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting - to help students stay on the path to on-time high 
school graduation and future success. AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY 2015 is a full-day 
broadcast and outreach event dedicated to engaging our country around the dropout crisis 
with special celebrity guests, relevant spokespeople and compelling stories from the 
students themselves.  

 
PBS Newshour, N 12/09/15, 12am, 60 min.  
The Common Core standards raised expectations for students across the board. This fall, 
results are coming in for the first time, and in many places, they've been disappointing. John 
Tulenko of Education Week reports. 

 
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 

 
PBS Newshour Weekend, N 12/19/15, 19:00pm, 30 min. 
While the city of Boston is already using data and analytics in many ways to improve how 
the city operates, Mayor Martin Walsh plans to take it further. Next month he will unveil 
CityScore, a project to roll many of the things the city measures, like crime, housing for 
veterans and Wi-Fi availability into one single number intended to reflect the city's overall 
performance. The project, which experts say is among the first of its kind, aims to improve 
the delivery of services to its citizens.  

 
Religion &Ethics Newsweekly, N 11/29/15/15, 6am, 30 min. 
“Rebuilding Urban Neighborhoods” - Urban activist and Christian community developer 
Bob Lupton discusses “re-neighboring” - bringing families who may not traditionally live in 
low-income neighborhoods to those communities in order to create a mixed-income 
neighborhood. They point to the need for diverse income base in order for these 
neighborhoods to be revitalized. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 10/22/15, 11pm, 60 min. 
What should be done with Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac? In “Shaky Ground,” financial 
writer Bethany McLean takes a close look at mortgage-lending institutions Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, and their role before, during and since the 2008 financial meltdown. She joins 



Jeffrey Brown to discuss the origin of the housing crisis and where things stand seven years 
later. 
 
 

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
Nova, N 10/15/15, 1pm, 60 min. 
“Cyberwar Threat” -Through startling, previously unreported detail, delve into the chilling 
new reality of cyberwar, in which cyber weapons can inflict physical damage on our 
factories, power plants and pipelines ... leaving us vulnerable to crippling attacks. 
 
PBS Newshour Weekend, N 11/07/15, 5pm, 30 min. 
On Saturday, NewsHour Weekend examines a special approach to policing that's being 
adopted in communities nationwide. While recent cases that highlight the overuse of force 
against people with mental illness have raised questions about police training, for decades 
the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department has been pioneering a model to better handle 
these situations. The city's Crisis Intervention Team, made up of officers specially trained to 
respond to those with mental health issues, aims to send fewer people with mental illness to 
jail and ease tensions between residents and police. With nearly 40 percent of Americans 
with mental illness passing through the criminal justice system at some point, the Memphis 
model is now being used in almost 3,000 jurisdictions across the country. 

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 11/08/15, 6am, 30 min. 
“Criminal Justice Reform in the Faith Community” - As part of his criminal justice reform 
efforts, President Barack Obama is pushing federal agencies to "ban the box," or abstain 
from asking prospective employees about their criminal histories on job applications. Bob 
Abernethy and Kim Lawton speak with Darren Ferguson, a former inmate and now pastor 
of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in Far Rockaway, New York, about his work in reforming 
America's criminal justice system. 

 
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 

PBS Newshour, N 11/11/15, 11:30pm, 60 min.  
GOP presidential candidates come out divided on immigration: Republican presidential 
candidates met up for their fourth face-off in Milwaukee, where the biggest policy 
differences came out on immigration. Gwen Ifill gets perspectives on the different GOP 
reform proposals with Josh Blackman of the South Texas College of Law and Marielena 
Hincapié of the National Immigration Law Center Immigrant Justice Fund. 
 
To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe, N 10/11/15, 06:30 am, 30 min. 
Women, Gun Control & NRA: As the nation grieves another mass shooting, we look at how 
men & women support gun control at different rates. 

 
Tavis Smiley, N 11/17/15, 12am, 30 min. 



Black Lives Matter Co-Founder Dr. Melina Abdullah: The Chair of the Department of Pan-
African Studies at Cal State L.A. discusses the national impact of the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 
 
 

V.  Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 

Washington Week with Gwen Ifill, N 11/06/15 8pm, 30 min. 
The October jobs report was released showing over 270,000 jobs added and an 
unemployment rate down to 5% for the first time since 2008. Eamon Javers of CNBC 
explains how the good report may encourage the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 10/30/15 11pm, 60 min. 
Democrats court labor support as unions fight for survival: Union membership has been 
decreasing in America, and with it, the influence of unions over elections. But Democratic 
candidates still vie for their critical endorsements. Political director Lisa Desjardins reports 
on what’s at stake for both the candidates and the labor movement. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 10/12/15, 11pm, 60 min.  
“Nobel laureate hopes prize will spur more debate on inequality” - The Nobel Prize in 
Economic Sciences was awarded to Angus Deaton, a Scottish-born scholar at Princeton 
University who has analyzed spending, poverty and welfare. The Nobel laureate joins Judy 
Woodruff to discuss his work and insight into inequality and society. 

 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 

Food Forward, N 10/25/15, 4:30pm, 30 min 
By mid-century, 90 percent of the world's commercial fish may be tapped out. But we're not 
sunk yet. FOOD FORWARD sets sail with a different breed of fishermen who make their 
living on the water while treading lightly upon it. Meet old school fishermen in the Pacific 
Northwest reviving the tuna industry, young fishermen (and women) creating Community 
Supported Fisheries along the Eastern seaboard and the next generation of fish farmers in 
western Massachusetts. 

 
Nova,  N 10/24/15, 8pm, 60 min. 
“Sinkholes – Buried Alive” - When carbon dioxide dissolves in rainwater, it forms a weak 
acid that attacks the soft limestone, riddling it like Swiss cheese with hidden underground 
rivers, caves and hollows. While this process of erosion takes millions of years, the fragile 
roof of a cavern near the surface can collapse in an eye blink, with little or no advance 
warning. Sinkholes can range from a few meters across to one in Egypt that measures 50 x 
75 miles, and a Chinese hole nearly half a mile deep. Filled with compelling eyewitness 
video of collapsing sinkholes and authoritative science from expert geologists, NOVA 
investigates what it's like to have your world vanish beneath your feet. 

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 11/29/15 6am, 30 min 



World leaders are gathering in Paris next week for a UN summit that is tasked with 
producing an international accord to address climate change. Kim Lawton traveled to the 
bayous of South Louisiana, where faith-based activists are trying to put Pope Francis' words 
into action by helping vulnerable communities they say are directly affected by climate 
change. Most scientists say climate change has led to rising sea levels that are accelerating 
erosion and land loss. Lawton talked to delta residents who are being displaced, as well as 
local religious leaders. She also spoke with those who believe concerns about climate 
change are overblown. 
 
 

VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 

Forgotten Plague: American Experience, N 10/24/15, 10pm, 60 min.  
Tuberculosis is the deadliest killer in human history, responsible for one in four deaths for 
almost two centuries. While it shaped medical pursuits, social habits, economic 
development and public policy, TB and its impact are poorly understood. 

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 12/06/15, 6am, 30 min. 
“Ethics of Gene Editing” - A promising new medical technology has the potential to cure 
many genetic diseases by deleting or replacing defective genes. But ethicist Marcy 
Darnovsky of the Center for Genetics and Society is concerned about the safety of the 
technology, the unintended consequences of gene alteration for future generations, and the 
possibility of wealthy parents using the technology to “enhance” their children, regardless of 
medical necessity. 

 
Dr. Fuhrman’s End Dieting Forever!, N 10/16/15 12pm, 120 min. 
Dr. Fuhrman is back on PBS with a lecture about a lifestyle where you seek foods, recipes 
and menus that are nutrient rich, so that your body is supplied with its nutritional needs for 
optimum health, disease prevention, and maximum lifespan. 

 
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 

PBS Newshour, N 10/17/15, 11pm, 60 min. 
How Congressional leaders made a budget crisis breakthrough: Trying to clear the deck for 
his replacement, outgoing Speaker of the House John Boehner announced a tentative two-
year budget deal that would boost defense and domestic programs and lift the debt ceiling 
through the spring of 2017. Political director Lisa Desjardins takes a closer look at the deal 
with Judy Woodruff. 
 
Consuelo Mac Wealth Track, N 10/11/15, 07:00am, 30 min. 
Financial thought leader, Jason Trennert, chief investment strategist of Strategas Research 
Partners explains why after 6 years of a bull market US stocks are still a good deal for 
investors.  
 
Consuelo Mac Wealth Track, N 12/06/15, 07:00am, 30 min. 



This week's Consuelo Mack WealthTrack features award-winning personal finance experts 
Mark Cortazzo of Macro Consulting and Mary Beth Franklin of "InvestmentNews," who 
offer advice on how to go the distance in retirement without running out of money. 

 
 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 12/13/15, 6:00am, 30 min. 
“Ethicist Peter Singer on Charitable Giving” - Princeton University ethicist Peter Singer is a 
leading proponent of what he calls "effective altruism." An advocate of "means testing," he 
tells Judy Valente that donors would do well by researching charities and giving to charities 
that provide the greatest value for the money. He adds that when people become more 
generous and give more to others it actually adds to their own happiness.  

 
To The Contrary with Bonnie Erbe, N 10/18/15, 6:30am, 30 min. 
“Parliament of Religions” - Women's issues take center stage for the first time at the largest 
interfaith gathering in the world.  
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 12/13/15, 6am, 30 min. 
“Religious Responses to Call for US Muslim Ban” - Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump’s call for a “total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United 
States” has generated a vigorous national debate about tolerance and national security. 
Many in communities of faith are condemning Trump’s proposed plan as discriminatory and 
a violation of religious liberty. Watch our conversation with National Catholic Reporter 
senior analyst Rev. Thomas Reese and director of research at the Institute for Social Policy 
and Understanding Dalia Mogahed. 
 
END REPORT 
 
 

 
 


