
Catamount Radio Issues List  

 

Catamount Radio (WDVT, WJEN, WJJR, WSYB, WZRT) serves our city of license (Rutland/Killington) and 

beyond to the surrounding areas by gearing our programming to meet the areas of concern to our 

community members through our issues list. 

Our radio stations’ staff meets regularly to discuss these issues of importance and based upon 

recommendations from community leaders, and news topics, both local and regional.  We arrive at our 

issues list and focus our public service and public affairs in that direction. 

We integrate guests (usually local experts) into our regular programming.  Our issues, although addressed 

in pre-recorded PSA’s, are also presented in a more informal fashion with “live” in-studio interviews with 

representatives from the police department, schools, hospitals and various community leaders. 

The stations also broadcast numerous free announcements from non-profit community organizations 

who request such time to promote their causes. 

We also execute a number of “on-location” broadcasts if the event warrants such activity.  Catamount 

Radio believes that public service is more than lip service.  We know we can encourage more people by 

example, rather than just more talk. 
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WSYB Quarterly Issues for 2nd Quarter 2019 
April 1, 2019 - June 30, 2019 

 

 

DRUG ABUSE 
 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/30/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Tracie Hauck of Turning Point Center in Rutland was our guest.  Turning Point has done a 

remarkable job in helping to treat people who are fighting addiction and dealing with substance 

abuse treatment.  Recent statistics on recovery were discussed.  A discussion of documented 

evidence shows that the Turning Point Model works to treat addiction.  The responsibility of the 

addicted person and the recovering person formerly drug dependent. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/1/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rutland County State Senator Brian Collamore took phone calls and addressed the concerns of 

listeners about the proposed taxing of fuel oil by 4 centers per gallon, the banning of plastic 

straws and the discontinuation of plastic bags.  There was also a concern about local and state 

roads and infrastructure.  The Senator received a number of comments about his 

representation in Montpelier. 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/26/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Fire Service Officer Robert Schlacter was invited in to discuss fire safety and the analysis of what 

can be done to make people safer and more able to survive a fire.  Bob is the former Fire Chief 

in the City of Rutland. Bob also brought to the listeners attention, the unique difficulties faced 

by fire fighters in Paris France when confronted by the massive blaze at Notre Dame Cathedral 

located in a very congested residential area of the city. 

 



 

Program:  Community Matters  

5/3/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rutland City Fire Chief Jim Larsen covers a list of important areas to make your home, office or 

business environment much more fire-safe. We also took calls from people who wanted to ask 

questions about their own dwellings and the correct protocol to use when a fire does develop.  

Jim also talked about a shortage of manpower and the way it can be met in the years ahead. 

 

 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

5/22/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Jim O’Gorman the Executive Director of the Rutland County Solid Waste District was in to 

discuss the ever widening problem of solid waste management.  The waste stream has changed 

in the past 10-years.  Recyclables are losing some market share.  The use of resource recovery 

systems are still a main cog in the recycling machine but new and innovative techniques are 

needed to keep the process current. 

 

 

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

5/26/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

Jim O’Gorman the Executive Director of the Rutland County Solid Waste District was in to 

discuss the ever widening problem of solid waste management.  The waste stream has changed 

in the past 10-years.  Recyclables are losing some market share.  The use of resource recovery 

systems are still a main cog in the recycling machine but new and innovative techniques are 

needed to keep the process current. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HEALTHCARE AND INSURANCE 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/13/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Clay Gilbert, Branch Manager of Mental Health Services, for Rutland Mental Health and Evergreen 

Center was our guest.  We discussed the history of his organization, and the curriculum involved, who 

the ideal candidate may be and how they can enter the program.   

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/15/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

The subject is ‘Vaping and Youth’ with RRMCs Sarah Cosgrove, a Community Health Team 

Educator and a tobacco cessation specialist, and Alan Michael Saltis, a coordinator with The 

Regional Prevention Partnership (RPP).  The discussion addressed the dangers of the vaping 

with e-cigarettes, and JUUL devices.  Vaping has become a serious health issue for youth 

nationwide and in the Rutland City School System. It is also being called a public health crisis.  

Sarah and Alan Michael have made presentations within the city school system and the greater 

Rutland community to inform parents, educators, and students about this critical health issue.  

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

4/21/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

The subject is ‘Vaping and Youth’ with RRMCs Sarah Cosgrove, a Community Health Team 

Educator and a tobacco cessation specialist, and Alan Michael Saltis, a coordinator with The 

Regional Prevention Partnership (RPP).  The discussion addressed the dangers of the vaping 

with e-cigarettes, and JUUL devices.  Vaping has become a serious health issue for youth 

nationwide and in the Rutland City School System. It is also being called a public health crisis.  

Sarah and Alan Michael have made presentations within the city school system and the greater 

Rutland community to inform parents, educators, and students about this critical health issue.  

 

Program:  Community Matters  

5/16/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Morgan Blanchard with Veterans Services through Easter Seals was the guest. This year 

Morgan’s organization is the official Charity of the Vermont City Marathon out of Burlington. 

Our discussion centered on deployed Military and Veterans issues including the issues of 

homelessness and why so many Vets are committing suicide.  The full scope of help was 

discussed including homelessness.  



Program:  Rutland Profile 

5/19/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

Clay Gilbert, Branch Manager of Mental Health Services, for Rutland Mental Health and 

Evergreen Center was our guest.  We discussed the history of his organization, and the 

curriculum involved, who the ideal candidate may be and how they can enter the program.   

 

 

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

6/2/19  @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes  

Clay Gilbert, Branch Manager of Mental Health Services, for Rutland Mental Health and 

Evergreen Center was our guest.  We discussed the history of his organization, and the 

curriculum involved, who the ideal candidate may be and how they can enter the program.   

 

 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

6/13/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

David Wilkinson, the Executive Director of First Step Pregnancy Center in Rutland discussed the 

centers on-going programs.  The Mission of 1st Step was discussed.  The services provided by 

First Step, was discussed.  Many trained RN’s work at the center.  The importance of a 

‘Fatherhood’ component to the current offerings has been added so as to teach parenting skills to 

fathers.  The organization is a non-profit corporation. 

 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

6/20/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rutland Regional Medical Center and the final stages of fund raising efforts to purchase a 

Nuclear Heart Camera for the Rutland Heart Center were discussed.  Traci Moore from the 

Rutland Health Foundation, Mary Beth Martin, Supervisor of the Heart Center and Peg Bolgioni 

PR and Communications Department at RRMC were in to discuss the new camera slated for the 

Heart Center and how it will add to the facilities ability to treat patients in the future.   

 

 

 

 



Program:  Rutland Profile 

6/23/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

Rutland Regional Medical Center and the final stages of fund raising efforts to purchase a 

Nuclear Heart Camera for the Rutland Heart Center were discussed.  Traci Moore from the 

Rutland Health Foundation, Mary Beth Martin, Supervisor of the Heart Center and Peg Bolgioni 

PR and Communications Department at RRMC were in to discuss the new camera slated for the 

Heart Center and how it will add to the facilities ability to treat patients in the future.   

 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT 
 

Program:  Community Matters  

5/13/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Bill Lucci, Stafford Technical Center Assistant Director of Adult Education, was our guest. We 

discussed some of the new programs for the summer of 2019 that are available at Stafford.  

Summer adult education is becoming more and more important in today’s technology driven 

job market.  

 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/29/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Michelle Folger, Rutland Area Regional Manager for Vermont Adult Learning, presented the 

listeners with a variety of information on Vermont Youth Works in Rutland and what their 

mission is.  The High School Completion Program was also explained. Vermont Adult Learning 

holds regular open house type events on topical events such as Vaping, Lyme disease and other 

areas of interest.   

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

5/5/19  @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

Michelle Folger, Rutland Area Regional Manager for Vermont Adult Learning, presented the 

listeners with a variety of information on Vermont Youth Works in Rutland and what their 

mission is.  The High School Completion Program was also explained. Vermont Adult Learning 

holds regular open house type events on topical events such as Vaping, Lyme disease and other 

areas of interest.   

 



Program:  Community Matters  

6/3/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

The program featured in-coming VFW Commander for Rutland Post 648 Tom Holland and 

outgoing Commander Mickey Young.  The men wanted to discuss the aims and goals of helping 

Vets who have served overseas including helping with job searches.  Secondly the commanders 

wanted to discuss recruiting for the VFW.   

 

Program:  Community Matters  

6/12/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Bill Lucci and Crispin White from the Stafford Technical Center discussed a new program 

designed to create more work-force education and employment over the summer months.  

Robotics, Culinary, Welding and Computer Graphic courses will be offered and a stipend will be 

paid to the students who qualify and participate.  This is a summer program what will kick-in just 

as soon a graduation takes place at area schools this week. By the time school is back in session 

in the fall the program that will train some 16-prospective students will be completed. 

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS CLIMATE 
 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/25/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Castleton University Professor Dr. Michael Reeves discussed social work and how the 

profession is growing in the age of the internet.  The current curriculum at Castleton University 

in social work studies is growing and the National Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates that the 

need for Social Workers is also growing.  This gives students involved in the curriculum at 

Castleton and excellent opportunity to land a good job in the field.  The Community College of 

Vermont and Castleton University coalition was also discussed.  

 

Program:  Community Matters  

5/20/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Wendy Mays, Executive director of the Vermont Association of Broadcasters was in to discuss 

the organization and how radio broadcasters are continuing to support one another here in 

Vermont.  A discussion of how the radio broadcast industry remains competitive with the 

internet was also discussed during the conversation. 

 



Program:  Community Matters  

5/29/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rutland County State Senator Brian Collamore was our guest.  Sen Collamore discussed the 

Vermont legislative session.  The session this year ended on a sour note when House speaker 

Mitsy Johnson declared the session over without being able to find a consensus with Senate 

President Pro Tem Tim Ash concerning two strongly debated issues.  A raise in the minimum 

wage and paid family leave legislation.  Both were discussed at length. 

 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

6/11/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rutland County State Senator Brian Collamore was in to discuss two pieces of legislation in 

particular.  H-57, the Abortion Bill and S-165 a new Waiting Period Bill for those who wish to 

purchase a hand gun.  The so called Abortion Bill was signed into law while the bill requiring a 

waiting period to purchase a hand gun was vetoed. 

 

 

 

ECONOMIC CLIMATE 
 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/22/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Vermont Secretary of Agriculture Food and Markets Anson Tebbits discussed promoting the 

Vermont Made Brand, The New Federal Farm Bill, How cash dairy farmers are going to survive a 

now 5-year downward spiral in the price of fluid milk, the emergence of Hemp on an industrial 

scale and the future of Vermont as an exporter of new and attractive products and services in 

the years to come. 

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

4/28/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

Vermont Secretary of Agriculture Food and Markets Anson Tebbits discussed promoting the 

Vermont Made Brand, The New Federal Farm Bill, How cash dairy farmers are going to survive a 

now 5-year downward spiral in the price of fluid milk, the emergence of Hemp on an industrial 

scale and the future of Vermont as an exporter of new and attractive products and services in 

the years to come. 



Program:  Community Matters  

6/14/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

June is Dairy Month in the State of Vermont and we discussed Dairy and Dairy Farming in the 

state of Vermont.  In recent years, farmers have faced increasing pressure to find a profitable 

way to milk cows.  A national milk surplus coupled with rising cost of operation and supply side 

pressure continue to trouble the dairy community. 

 

 

CHILD AND YOUTH WELFARE 
  

Program:  Community Matters  

4/24/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Caprice Hoover of the United Way of Rutland County and Chris Greenough, a letter carrier from 

the US Postal Service who has delivered mail in Rutland for over 30-years, talked about the 

2019 Letter Carrier Food Drive.  The local drive would be the upcoming weekend. They gave 

Rutland high marks as a sustainable model of a good place to raise a family and was impressed 

by the way that Rutland residents look out for each other. 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

5/6/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rachel Desautels, Statewide Program Manager with Girls on The Run Vermont, talked about an up-

coming 5K running event that will take place at Castleton University this coming Saturday, May 11th 

beginning at 10am.  Over 600-girls from grades three through eight are expected to participate.  Girls on 

the Run, is a non-profit that inspires girls to be joyful, healthy and confident through a 10-week research 

based curriculum. 

 

 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

5/17/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Caprice Hoover introduces her new assistant who now runs the Rutland Community Cupboard.  

Dan Warneke has done an excellent job of communicating with the Rutland Region Community 

on what is available for them at the food cupboard. The results of the letter carrier’s drive was 

discussed and the new challenges for the summer now that schools are about to be out for the 

year.  

 



 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

6/6/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

VSAC the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation presented a wide array of ways to fund 

College and offers many helpful suggestions on how to plan to use available funding to help 

defray costs.  A comparison of Federal and State programs were discussed.  How to set up a 

savings plan even at a very early age was also explained.  The lending and borrowing process 

available at VSAC has given the institution wide popularity with graduating seniors and 

underclassmen. 

 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

6/7/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Mike Bouffard from Teen Challenge Vermont discussed the daylong conference at the Killington 

Grand Hotel.  The symposium was held to discuss a new statewide addiction recovery center for 

women, many of whom had become victims of sex trafficking.  The center is a response to the 

growing crisis of opiate addiction and sexual exploitation of women.  The telephone interview 

touched upon and explained further that the money raised by the event in Killington would 

continue to help incarcerated women transition back into society.  A center now located in 

Rutland is part of this statewide initiative.  

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

6/16/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

VSAC the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation presented a wide array of ways to fund 

College and offers many helpful suggestions on how to plan to use available funding to help 

defray costs.  A comparison of Federal and State programs were discussed.  How to set up a 

savings plan even at a very early age was also explained.  The lending and borrowing process 

available at VSAC has given the institution wide popularity with graduating seniors and 

underclassmen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENERGY 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

4/7/19  @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

From NeighborWorks of Western Vermont, David Traver Adolphus and Aaron Jones, Home 

Repair coordinator and Director in Southern Vermont discussed how to get home repairs done 

and save money with long term low interest loans and grant money that is now available.  The 

counties of Rutland, Addison and Bennington were discussed and what is available to them 

within the NeighborWorks system.  Contact information was frequently mentioned and 

expanded upon during the interview and case examples were given. 

 

 

 

 

RECREATION 
 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/2/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rutland City Recreational Department Heads, Nickki Adams and Brittany Malgrem, talked about 

spring and summer programming.   They gave insight into ongoing programs at Georgetti-Arena 

and the Pine HilI Park Mountain Biking Path and trail system, Whites Memorial Playground and 

The Godnick Senior Center.  This is a recreational and activities organization for all ages now 

developed to help with several kinds of recreational needs in the city. It also includes the newly 

created Whites Recreational Pool in the Southeast section of the city.   

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/5/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Bruce Bouchard, Executive Director of the Paramount Theatre in Rutland explained some of the 

programs that are now going on both at the theatre and two outreach theatres; one in Poultney 

Village and one at the Old Tinmouth Fire Station that will be performing “Our Town”, the classic 

3-act play by Thornton Wilder.  The play is a story about life in a small New Hampshire town and 

its parallels to life in our own small towns today. 

 

 

 

 



Program:  Community Matters  

6/5/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Don Cioffi, President of Kiwanis of Rutland Vermont explained some of the on-going programs 

now being organized and carried out by this energetic and long-standing civic organization. The 

Combination Pond Fishing Derby was discussed and the future of the Combination Pond 

Watershed was also a topic of discussion.  Fund Raisers and the goals of Kiwanis of Rutland was 

also discussed.  Attracting new members was as well. 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/8/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Randal Smathers, the Director of the Rutland Free Library, discussed the latest programs at the 

library which has been busy all winter long helping patrons with book and technology access, 

special programs, great meeting spaces, kids programs and many other offerings.  Randal also 

gave a preview of the summer programs that will be available to children and adults this year. 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

4/11/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Game Warden Abigale Serra brought listeners up to date with the latest Fish and Wildlife 

Department laws and some stories about her experience in the business of law enforcement.  

Several issues including nuisance Bears and other wildlife now coming out of hibernation and 

appearing in Rutland neighborhoods even more frequently than in the past was discussed with 

the warden. 

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

4/14/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

Game Warden Abigale Serra brought listeners up to date with the latest Fish and Wildlife 

Department laws and some stories about her experience in the business of law enforcement.  

Several issues including nuisance Bears and other wildlife now coming out of hibernation and 

appearing in Rutland neighborhoods even more frequently than in the past was discussed with 

the warden. 

 

 

 



Program:  Community Matters  

4/18/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

Rutland County Agricultural Society President and Second Vice President Cash Ruane discussed 

this year’s schedule, summer and fall plans, as well as the current push to emphasize Equine 

events at the fair.  A report on construction on the property was also discussed.   

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

5/12/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

Game Warden Abigale Serra brought listeners up to date with the latest Fish and Wildlife 

Department laws and some stories about her experience in the business of law enforcement.  

Several issues including nuisance Bears and other wildlife now coming out of hibernation and 

appearing in Rutland neighborhoods even more frequently than in the past was discussed with 

the warden. 

 

Program:  Community Matters  

6/10/19  @ 9:05 am  Duration 55 minutes 

An expert on Sasquatch, (Big-Foot) was in to discuss recent sightings and vocalizations in the 

Rutland County Area.  Paul Bartholomew has been an amateur paranormal investigator and Big 

Foot authority for over three decades.  He has written three books on the subject, given lectures, 

networked with other interested followers of the phenomenon and appeared on National and 

International media outlets.  

 

Program:  Rutland Profile 

6/30/19 @ 8:05 am  Duration 29 minutes 

President of the Rutland County Agricultural Society, Rob Congdon discussed the current and 

future uses of the fairgrounds.    Improvements that are going on, with the first aid building, 

horse stable area and the Royce Mandigo Arena to name a few.  Upcoming events include the 

Summer Smash on July 4th and the Vermont State Fair beginning August 13th. 

 


