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*Enclosed is a listing of some of the significant issues to which Kansas Public Radio 
(KANU-Lawrence 91.5 FM, KANH-Emporia 89.7 FM, KANV-Olsburg/Junction City 
91.3 FM, and KANQ-Chanute 90.3 FM) responded, along with some of the most 
significant programming treatments of those issues for the period of time specified.  This 
listing is by no means exhaustive, and a more complete, detailed listing can be found in 
the official KANU news archives.  The order in which the issues appear has no 
significance, and does not reflect any particular priority for these stories.  



TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story

FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 



PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR APRIL 2020

1. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on the possible effects coronavirus could have on 
rural hospitals, which had already been strapped for cash, using older medical 
equipment and utilizing lower staffing levels. She interviewed a physician in 
Neodesha who was anxious about the kind of care his hospital would be able to 
give as the pandemic approached. 
(CLJ-RURCOV.wav) – aired 04-01-20 – ME/R – length: 3:41 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________HE/ECO/AG

2. Jim McLean reported on the particular challenges faced by the hospitality and 
restaurant industries during a pandemic. He spoke with the owner and several 
workers at the Hanover Pancake House in Topeka, which operates on a small 
margin and may not survive a lengthy closure or economica downturn. 
(JM-RESTHURT.wav) – aired 04-06-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________ECO/HE

3. Katie Peikes of Harvest Public Media reported on a program providing lunches to 
students who have been learning from home since schools shuttered due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In many cases, the school lunch delivery program has 
become essential to families struggling to cope with full-time education from 
home for their kids, along with their loss of income from widespread layoffs 
because of the lockdown. 
(HPM-RURALUNCH.wav) – aired 04-07-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:21 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________AG/ECO/ED/HE 

4. Greg Echlin reported on Eddie Sutton’s election to the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame. Born in southwest Kansas, Sutton never coached or 
played for the University of Kansas, but still left a mark on the men’s basketball 
program. Sutton served as head men’s basketball coach at the University of 
Kentucky and Oklahoma State University, and was the first coach to take four 
different schools to the NCAA men’s Final Four. 
(GE-SUTTONHOF.wav) – aired 04-08-20 – ME/R – length: 4:24 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am, 8:45am
____________________________________________________________SP/KU 

5. Corinne Boyer reported on the dangerously low staffing levels for rural 
emergency medical workers. They often spend hours just transferring patients to 
hospitals in larger cities. The appearance of COVID-19 in rural Kansas has made 
the situation worse. 
(CB-CVRUREMS.wav) – aired 04-13-20 – ME/R – length: 3:!6 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________HE/ECO/AG_



6. The coronavirus pandemic has caused major upheaval at colleges and universities. 
Daniel Caudill reports on how college students are now taking their courses in 
virtual classrooms and are adjusting to the new realities of life…and diminished 
job prospects…during a disease outbreak. 
(DC-COVCOL.wav) – aired 04-14-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:37 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________ED/ECO/KU

7. Jim McLean reported on how the Kansas Department of Labor was inundated 
with unemployment benefit claims following the shutdown prompted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Jammed phone lines, a crashing website, and few available 
workers prevented unemployed Kansans from getting the money they urgently 
needed for essentials. How did this come about? McLean offered a brief 
explanation of the Kansas unemployment benefit program and an overview of 
what the Department of Labor was doing to fix the problems. 
(JM-JOBLESS.wav) – aired 04-16-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________ECO/POL/HE/HI

8. Stephen Koranda reported on concerns about staffing for upcoming elections. 
Normally, political candidates would be campaigning in person, and volunteers 
would be training to canvass door-to-door, but the pandemic has sidelined that 
kind of activity. What’s more, fears about COVID-19 could force big changes at 
the polls during the elections themselves. 
(SK-COVELEX.wav) – aired 04-17-20 – ME/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 
6;45am, 7:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/HE

9. Erica Hunzinger reported that four Republicans are vying to become the GOP 
nominee for the Kansas 3rd District congressional seat. Democratic Representative 
Sharice Davids won that seat in 2018, and Republicans are hoping to reclaim that 
seat. The challengers are focusing a lot of their energy and time on courting 
suburban women. 
(KNS-3RDDIST.wav) – aired 04-21-20 – ME/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________________POL

10. Lisa Rodriguez, Dan Margolies, and Celia Llopis-Jepsen discussed the challenges 
that face the state of Kansas as the governor is coming under increased pressure to 
re-open the state’s economy. Opening the state up for business before the 
pandemic is under control in Kansas is a risky proposition, and at the end of 
April, Kansas had the lowest rate of COVID-19 testing in the nation. 
(2WAY-REOPENKS.wav) – aired 04-22-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:33 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MAY 2020

1. Corinne Boyer reported on the COVID-19 situation at meatpacking plants in 
southwest Kansas. President Donald Trump has said meatpacking plants must 
stay open, even as case numbers tick upward in Kansas’s rural counties. Boyer 
talked with workers in Dodge City to find out how they felt about their safety. 
(CB-MEATPACK.wav) – aired 05-05-20 – ME/R – length: 3:30 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________HE/AG/ECO

2. Stephan Bisaha reported on the dire situation confronting many technical colleges 
in Kansas as the pandemic has shuttered classrooms and decimated the aviation 
industry. Technical colleges had been drawing thousands of students with the 
promise of hands-on training for high-demand jobs. But the aviation industry is in 
trouble, meaning there are now far fewer jobs for these students after they 
graduate. 
(SB-TECHCOLL.wav) – aired 05-07-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:53 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
_________________________________________________________ED/ECO

3. Jim McLean revisited the Hanover Pancake House in Topeka and spoke with a 
worker there about the tough choices she’s facing as businesses are gradually 
reopening. The woman he talked to said she had concerns about contracting 
COVID-19 and possibly bringing it home…but she’s getting desperate for 
income, so she was wrestling with what to do that would be best for her entire 
family. 
(JM-WORRIED.wav) – aired 05-12-20 – ME/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

4. Brian Grimmett reported that public health experts are saying the state of Kansas 
will need to greatly increase its ability to trace who has COVID-19 in order to 
prevent a second wave of infections. The state department of health is working to 
fill contact tracing positions in a hurry, as Kansas begins rolling back its 
coronavirus-related restrictions and reopening the economy. 
(BG-CONTRACE.wav) – aired 05-13-20 – ME/R – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

5. Stephan Bisaha spoke with educators and parents about concerns over how the 
coronavirus pandemic could mean some students are falling far behind in their 
studies. Remote education has been, at best, a stopgap measure, and some 
teachers will have to deal with a large skills gap among kids in the coming 
academic year. 
(SB-LOSTYEAR.wav) – aired 05-14-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________ED/ECO



6. Amy Mayer of Harvest Public Media reported on the backlog of market-ready 
hogs that has developed after temporary closures at pork processing plants across 
the Midwest. The pandemic has exposed some bottlenecks in the normal supply 
chain, and some officials now want to consider making some changes after the 
pandemic. 
(HPM-PORKPROB.wav) – aired 05-18-20 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________AG/ECO

7. Nomin Ujiyediin spoke with corrections officers who are concerned about the 
vulnerabilities of Kansas prisons during the COVID-19 pandemic. They say the 
state hasn’t done enough to keep them safe and healthy. At the time of the report, 
four inmates and two prison employees had died of coronavirus and the number 
of infections was still increasing. 
(NU-COVPRIZ.wav) – aired 05-19-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:31 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________HE/CR/ECO/POL

8. Stephen Koranda reported on the enormous problems that the pandemic has 
caused for the Kansas budget. Coronavirus closed businesses across Kansas and 
led to thousands of layoffs, and that severely damaged the state’s tax collections. 
Lawmakers are now having to work out what to do about the looming budget 
shortfall, since the budget had been predicated on predictions that fell apart after 
the coronavirus pandemic hit. 
(SK-BUDGCUTS.wav) – aired 05-19-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:49 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 6:44pm
________________________________________________________POL/ECO

9. Kansas Governor Laura Kelly’s phased plan for re-opening the state allowed 
many non-essential businesses to open the week of May 18th. Kansas News 
Service reporters spread out across the state to record the sounds of ordinary 
Kansans getting back out into the world on Monday and Tuesday of that week, 
visiting coffeeshops, tattoo parlors, beauty salons and more. 
(KNS-12HOURS.wav) – aired 05-21-20 – ME/R – length: 6:27 – airtimes: 
6:35am, 7:45am
_________________________________________________________ECO/HE

10. Greg Echlin reported on parallels between the coronavirus pandemic interrupting 
the professional baseball season, and the effect of the global flu pandemic of 1918 
on baseball at the start of the 20th century. He says the 1918 pandemic led to the 
development of an institution that had an enduring impact:  Negro Leagues 
Baseball.  
(GE-NEGLEAG.wav) – aired 05-29-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________HE/SP



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JUNE 2020

1. Elle Moxley reported on how school administrators are trying to budget for the 
coming school year in the face of massive state revenue shortfalls due to COVID-
19. School districts could have to make cuts during the year, and no one is 
completely sure of exactly how much money schools could end up short. 
(KNS-SCHBUDG.wav) – aired 06-04-20 – ME/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
______________________________________________________ECO/ED/HE

2. Laura Lorson reported on the Walnut Valley Festival postponing its 49th annual 
competition and gathering. The internationally-renowned event was scheduled for 
this fall, but has been pushed back to September of 2021. The festival usually 
draws between 10,000 and 15,000 people for the acoustic music event. Plans for 
this year have been changed to feature a series of  “virtual” concerts and meet-up 
events. 
(ATC060420.wav) – aired 06-04-20 – part of ATC newscasts only – length: 1:10 
– airtimes: 3:30pm, 6:30pm
_________________________________________________________AR/ECO

3. Corinne Boyer reported on how the massive layoffs and cutbacks in the 
newspaper industry have affected the course of how the pandemic has been 
unfolding in rural Kansas. As fewer journalists remain to cover rural counties, 
residents are forced to turn to more national, less-local platforms and the internet 
for the information they need about coronavirus and health initiatives to fight the 
spread of COVID-19. 
(KNS-DESERTS.wav) – aired 06-08-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________HE/AG/ECO 

4. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on the results of a poll that measured what Kansans 
think about the coronavirus pandemic, the government’s response, and their views 
on what should happen as the nation recovers after the crisis has passed. In 
general, people seem happy with state and local government response…though 
less so with the efforts being staged by federal officials.
(KNS-OPINION.wav) – aired 06-10-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

5. Stephan Bisaha reported on the disposition and sale of native tribal lands in 
Kansas, and how some of that land was sold off to raise money and create land-
grant universities including Cornell and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Ultimately, dozens of American universities got their start by selling 
land and giving Kansas tribes a fraction of what the property was worth. 
(SB-LANDGRNT.wav) – aired 06-16-20 – ME/R – length: 3:42 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_______________________________________________________HI/POL/ED



6. Jim McLean reported on how officials are preparing for the upcoming elections in 
Kansas during a pandemic. He found that voters appear to be eager to participate, 
though many are anxious about going to polling places, mixing with other people 
in public, and the sanitization protocols that have been set up by the Kansas 
Secretary of State’s office. 
(JM-PANDELEX.wav) – aired 06-23-20 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/HE

7. Anne Kniggendorf reported for the Kansas News Service on an animal sanctuary 
in Louisburg, Kansas. The Cedar Cove Feline Conservatory houses big cats like 
leopards and tigers. More attention is being focused on sanctuaries like Cedar 
Cove in the wake of the popular “Tiger King” documentary that has been airing 
on the streaming service Netflix. Cedar Cove’s owners and workers say that 
they’re working hard to protect the animal while educating the public. 
(KNS-TIGERS.wav) – aired 06-24-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:13 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_________________________________________________ECO/AR/ED/ENV

8. The Kansas News Service reporters produced a great deal of spot news coverage 
on the coronavirus and public policy created to deal with the pandemic. In 
particular, reports in newscasts focused on the “hot spot” areas of Kansas, 
including Wyandotte County, Ford and Finney Counties, Sedgwick County, and 
Leavenworth County. 
(NF-MORANCOV.wav) – aired 06-01-20 – ME/R -- length: :46 – airtimes: 6am, 
7am, 8am
(JM-SPECSES.wav) – aired 06-02-20 – ME/R – length: :45 – airtimes: 6am, 7am, 
8am
(JM-NEWCOVID.wav) – aired 06-16-20 – ATC/R – length: :41 – airtimes: 
4:30pm
(CRAWFORD-RESIGN.wav) –aired 06-23-20 – ME/R – length: :49 – airtimes: 
6:30am, 8:30am
(LUCAS-MASKS.wav) – aired 06-26-20 – ATC/R – length: 1:10 – airtimes: 
5:30pm, 6:30pm
_____________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO



9. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Richard Rothstein, author of "The Color of Law: A 
Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America," about the 
history of segregation in America. She also had a conversation with  Dr. James 
Loewen, author of "Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of American 
Racism," about the history of so-called “sundown towns.”  These were aired as 
part of her weekly one-hour public affairs and cultural arts program, KPR 
Presents.
(ReBcast Richard Rothsteen 1 2 3 mix.wav) – aired 06-07-20 – KPR Presents – 
length: 59:00 – airtimes: 6pm 
_______________________________________________________HI/RR/POL

10. Kaye McIntyre hosted a special Father’s Day edition of KPR Presents. She spoke 
with Kevin Willmott, Academy Award-winning screenwriter, filmmaker, and KU 
professor of film, about his latest project with Spike Lee. “Da 5 Bloods” is now 
showing on Netflix. She also talked with Topeka author Tim Bascom about the 
bond between fathers and sons. Bascom is the author of “Climbing Lessons: 
Stories About Fathers, Sons, and the Bond Between.” 
(X:/Kaye/2020 Kevin Willmott/KPR1_SAT_06A.wav) –aired 06-21-20 – KPR 
Presents – length: 59:00 – airtimes: 6pm
________________________________________________________AR/HI/RR


