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*Enclosed is a listing of some of the significant issues to which Kansas Public Radio 
(KANU-Lawrence 91.5 FM, KANH-Emporia 89.7 FM, KANV-Olsburg/Junction City 
91.3 FM, and KANQ-Chanute 90.3 FM) responded, along with some of the most 
significant programming treatments of those issues for the period of time specified.  This 
listing is by no means exhaustive, and a more complete, detailed listing can be found in 
the official KANU news archives.  The order in which the issues appear has no 
significance, and does not reflect any particular priority for these stories.  



TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story



FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANSAS PUBLIC RADIO NEWS SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 2020

1. Stephan Bisaha of the Kansas News Service provided an overview of the race for 
the 1st Congressional District seat. The largest district in Kansas by area, it covers 
the southwest corner of the state, runs north to the Nebraska border, then to just 
east of Manhattan. The race was between two relative newcomers to the political 
scene, Republican Tracey Mann and Democrat Kali Barnett. It’s one of the most 
Republican districts in the nation…the seat hasn’t been won by a Democrat since 
the 1950s. 
(KNS-1STPREVIEW.wav) – aired 10-06-20 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/AG  

2. Jim McLean reported on the issue of healthcare and its importance in the U.S. 
Senate race in Kansas. Both candidates, Republican U.S. Representative Roger 
Marshall and Democrat Barbara Bollier, are physicians. However, they offered 
very different prescriptions for fixing what’s widely acknowledged to be a broken 
national healthcare system. 
(JM-SENISSUES.wav) – aired 10-07-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________POL/HE/ECO

3. Brian Grimmett of the Kansas News Service reported on how the agriculture 
industry is using lessons from the ongoing coronavirus pandemic to prepare for 
future biomedical crises. Many of the most infectious diseases have their origins 
amongst animals, and can wreak havoc even if they don’t cross over into human 
populations. That’s why the agriculture industry has invested millions in the study 
of zoonotic diseases and disease control. 
(KNS-STEAK.wav) – aired 10-08-20 – ATC/R – length: 7:09 – airtimes: 3:50pm, 
5:50pm
______________________________________________________AG/HE/ECO 

4. Julie Denesha of KCUR-FM in Kansas City reported on the Topeka Symphony 
Orchestra and how it’s operating under pandemic conditions. The orchestra had 
big plans in the works for its 75th anniversary season, but COVID-19 mitigation 
measures scuttled them. Now, the musicians are working with some changes to 
their usual routine…including masks and hand sanitizer. 
(KCUR-TSO.wav) – aired 10-12-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:13 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________AR/HE



5. Jim McLean reported on how so-called “culture war” issues have become a point 
of contention in the ongoing U.S. Senate race in Kansas. Republicans fear that the 
nation will turn to radical leftist policies concerning crime, policing, and 
economic issues. Democrats say the country can’t withstand four more years of 
the right-wing policies put forward by Donald Trump and a Republican-controlled 
Senate. 
(KNS-JM-CWAR.wav) – aired 10-21-20 – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________POL/CR/AR/ED

6. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on a laboratory in Lenexa that was among the first in 
the nation to get regulatory approval to offer an easy-to-use home COVID-19 
saliva test. It took months for Clinical Reference Laboratory to create, streamline, 
refine, perfect, and then get approval for the test. Now, the lab is poised to 
become a major player in national plans for fighting the pandemic. 
(CLJ-SALIVALAB.wav) – aired 10-27-20 – length: 7:03 – airtimes: 6:35am, 
7:35am
______________________________________________________HE/ECO/KU

7. All of the KPR-affiliated reporters provided ongoing coverage of the COVID-19 
pandemic for hourly newscasts and daily pandemic updates. Stories included this 
one from Stephen Koranda, who had the details on why a nursing home in 
northwest Kansas lost its Medicare certification after all 62 residents of the home 
eventually tested positive for the coronavirus. At least 10 residents at that facility 
died.
(SK-NURSINGHOME.wav) – aired 10-29-20 – length: :38 sec – airtimes: 
5:30pm, 6:30pm
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

8. Aviva Okeson-Haberman reported on the intricacies of provisional balloting in 
Kansas elections. Provisional ballots are meant to be a fail-safe mechanism, 
which allow a person to vote and have election workers check on problems such 
as registration errors. However, in 2018 almost 8,000 provisional ballots were 
ultimately not counted due to problems in the verification process. With the 
upcoming election expected to be very close, election officials are working hard 
to find out what went wrong, and how to avoid a similar problem in November of 
this year.
(AOH-PROVBAL.wav) – aired 10-30-20 – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm
____________________________________________________________POL_



KANSAS PUBLIC RADIO NEWS SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2020

1. Stephan Bisaha reported that enrollment has plummeted at Kansas community 
colleges. During difficult economic times, and during a pandemic that has kept 
students away from distant college campuses, it was expected that community 
colleges would have a good year and an increased number of students…but that 
didn’t happen. 
(SB-COMCOLCOV.wav) – aired 11-03-20 – ME/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________ECO/ED

2. KPR and the Kansas News Service provided a comprehensive roundup of 
Election Day results through multiple newscast reports throughout the day. 
(various) – aired 11-04-20 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: various; under one 
minute in each case – airtimes: 6am, 6:30am, 7 am, 7:30am, 8 am, 8:30 am, 3:30 
pm, 4:30pm., 5:30pm, 6:30pm
_____________________________________________________________POL 

3. Brian Grimmett reported that despite Kansas Democrats’ hopes that the 2020 
general election would increase the number of its party candidates in the 
Statehouse and in the U.S. Congress, the state remained as firmly under 
Republican control as ever. The Democratic Party spent tens of millions of 
dollars, but both U.S. Senate seats and three seats in the U.S. House went to 
Republicans. Grimmett examined what happened, and why the influx of money 
seemed to make no difference. 
(KNS-REDKS.wav) – aired 11-10-20 – ME/R – length: 3:45 – airtimes: 7:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________________POL

4. Celia Llopis-Jepsen and Brian Grimmett reported on the shortage of hospital beds, 
doctors and nurses in Kansas as the coronavirus pandemic continues to sicken 
people throughout the Midwest. The shortages are delaying medical care for 
critically ill patients. 
(CLJ-HOSPSHRT.wav) – aired 11-17-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44 pm
_______________________________________________________________HE

5. Brian Grimmett reported on the damage inflicted by the coronavirus pandemic on 
Kansas’s regional airports. The smaller airports in the region have had to operate 
while taking in a decreasing number of flights, but some airport operators say the 
decline is bringing up some other lucrative opportunities. 
(HPM-AIRPORTS.wav) – aired 11-18-20 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________________ECO



6. Laura Lorson spoke with Kansas Representative Boog Highberger about his new 
book of essays and speeches, called “Boogarama.” Highberger has been a prolific 
writer and public speaker since his college days at the University of Kansas and 
the essays touch on his political philosophy and strong support of the arts and 
counterculture. 
(LL-BOOGBOOK.wav) – aired 11-19-20 – ATC/R -- length: 3:38 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________POL/AR/KU

7. Brian Grimmett reported on the effect of pandemic travel restrictions and 
mitigation policies on Thanksgiving celebrations around the state. A spike in 
coronavirus cases caused a lot of families to skip the annual big get-together and 
stay home, or to improvise ways to meet up without exposing family members to 
the disease. 
(BG-SKIPPING.wav) – aired 11-23-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
____________________________________________________POL/HE/ECO

8. Sam Zeff and Greg Echlin reported on the alleged NCAA violations against the 
University of Kansas. Men’s basketball fans are waiting to discover whether 
sanctions will be issued against the Jayhawks as a new enforcement committee 
meets for the first time. The school has already spent thousands of dollars to 
defend itself against the allegations. 
(SZGE-KUVIOLATIONS.wav) – aired 11-24-20 – ATC/R – length: 6:55 – 
airtimes: 4:51pm, 5:51pm
___________________________________________________________KU/SP

9. Guest commentator Shannon Fletcher, a respiratory therapist at LMH Healthcare, 
wrote about the challenges being faced by medical workers and support staff 
during the pandemic. She says the workers could use the public’s help in trying to 
get the coronavirus under control, since the long hours and grueling conditions are 
taking a toll on health care workers. 
(SF-COVID19.wav) – aired 11-25-20 – ME/C – length: 3:06 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
_____________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL



KANSAS PUBLIC RADIO NEWS SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 2020

1. Jim McLean reported on the recent spate of resignations among public health 
officials in Kansas. The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on public health 
workers, not only because of the stress of helping mitigate the effects of a major 
public health crisis, but also due to the divisive politics that have swirled around 
public health policies and actions. Many of the officials have had to deal with 
threats and harassment in the course of carrying out their duties. 
(JM-PUBHLTH.wav) – aired 12-01-20 – ME/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
______________________________________________________HE/POL/CR

2. Celia Llopis-Jepsen spoke with Courtney Farr, who wrote an obituary for his 
father that was widely distributed on social media. Marvin Farr died in Scott City, 
Kansas, of COVID-19. The obituary gave voice to millions of Americans who 
have been frustrated by the aggressive lack of compliance with mask mandates 
and other basic public health measures that have been enacted to slow the spread 
of the disease. Courtney Farr shared memories of his father and discussed what 
motivated him to write the essay, and talked about the many comments and 
responses he received. 
(CLJ-COVOBIT.wav) – aired 12-08-20 – ATC/R – length: 6:36 – airtimes: 3:43 
pm, 5:50pm
______________________________________________________HE/POL/AR

3. J. Schafer spoke with Ryan Vincent, the executive director of the Kansas Housing 
Resources Corporation, about programs available to help Kansans facing eviction. 
The coronavirus pandemic has led to a foreclosure and eviction crisis as tens of 
thousands of Kansans have been thrown out of work and fallen behind on rent and 
mortgage payments. The KHRC has funding and advocates available to assist 
people facing eviction, but at the time of the interview the deadline was looming. 
This interview provided information on how to contact the KHRC to apply for 
assistance. 
(JS-EVICTIONAID.wav) – aired 12-11-20 – ME/R – length: 3:25 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________ECO/HE_  



4. Jonathan Ahl reported on some of the issues causing concern about the 
designation of Tom Vilsack as President-elect Joe Biden’s choice as the next U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture. Farmers and activists from both sides of the political 
spectrum have voiced their reservations about Vilsack, who previously held the 
post from 2009 until 2017. A former governor of the state of Iowa, Vilsack has 
worked for the U.S. Dairy Export Council and has been criticized for his 
relationships with large agricultural corporations, and the USDA’s civil rights and 
climate change records under his prior stewardship. 
(HPM-VILSACK.wav) – aired 12-14-20 – ME/R – length: 3:51 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________POL/AG/HI/ECO/ENV

5. Stephen Koranda reported on the ways in which some Kansas municipalities 
employed “outside the box” thinking to meet a deadline for spending federal 
money designated for COVID-related relief. Towns have found ways to utilize the 
funds to short up lots of other programs that have been cash-strapped by 
rethinking their approach to what constitutes COVID-related need. 
(SK-CARESACT.wav) – aired 12-21-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________ECO/POL

6. Amy Mayer reported on the ways in which agricultural producers and their 
advocates have approached their public messaging over the years. As the USDA 
is expected to once again be under Tom Vilsack’s leadership, she analyzed how 
the overall image and message of farmers and ranchers was presented during the 
Trump Administration, and how it was presented during the Obama 
Administration. Given Vilsack’s return as head of the USDA, it is reasonable to 
suggest that the messaging in a Biden Administration could look more like it did 
in 2012 than it did in 2020. 
(HPM-AGMESSAGE.wav) – aired 12-23-20 – ME/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________AG/POL/ECO

7. Kansas Public Radio continued its coverage of the coronavirus pandemic with 
dozens of short newscast stories following the day-to-day progression of state 
policies and mitigation efforts. Reporters included Stephen Koranda, Celia 
Llopis-Jepsen, Stephan Bisaha, Nomin Ujiyediin, Brian Grimmett, J. Schafer, 
David Condos, and Alex Smith.
(various, all under :45 seconds – contact KPR for individual sound bites)
aired 12-01-20 through 12-31-20 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: various 
airtimes: various, but mostly in newscasts at 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 am; 3:30, 
4:30, 5:30, 6:30 pm
________________________________________________HE/ENV/POL/ECO 



8. Kaye McIntyre aired a multi-part story produced by Sarah Jane Tribble for Kaiser 
Health News about the effects of hospital closures on communities. The story 
focused what happened in Fort Scott, Kansas, after its Mercy Hospital closed. The 
ripple effect this closure caused to the area’s health care, economics, and overall 
community interaction was profound. 
(2020 Where It Hurts) – aired 12-13-20 – KPR Presents – length: 60:00 – 
airtimes: 6pm
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

9. Kaye McIntyre produced an hour-long broadcast featuring KPR on-air and 
behind-the-scenes talent for a holiday special showcasing live music, dramatic 
readings, and other features in the Yuletide spirit. 
(2020 Christmas video script mixed.wav) – aired 12-20-20 – KPR Presents -- 
length: 60:00 – airtimes: 6 pm
___________________________________________________________AR/KU


