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*Enclosed is a listing of some of the significant issues to which Kansas Public Radio 
(KANU-Lawrence 91.5 FM, KANH-Emporia 89.7 FM, KANV-Olsburg/Junction City 
91.3 FM, and KANQ-Chanute 90.3 FM) responded, along with some of the most 
significant programming treatments of those issues for the period of time specified.  This 
listing is by no means exhaustive, and a more complete, detailed listing can be found in 
the official KANU news archives.  The order in which the issues appear has no 
significance, and does not reflect any particular priority for these stories.  



TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story



FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JULY 2020

1. Brian Grimmett reported on the problems being faced by the state of Kansas as its 
number of COVID-19 cases rises dangerously fast. Medical experts say it’s a 
function of Kansans’ reluctance to wear masks and comply with social distancing 
measures. 
(KNS-RISING.wav) – aired 07-02-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm
_____________________________________________________HE/ECO/ POL

2. Corinne Boyer reported on the primary races in the Kansas 1st Congressional 
District. Farm issues and rural issues are likely to be dominant issues, along with 
typical partisan concerns and pandemic response proposals. The largely rural 
district covers more than half the counties in Kansas. Two Democrats and four 
Republicans filed to run for the office. 
(CB-1STPRIM.wav) __ aired 07-07-20 – ME/R – length: 3:34 -- airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________POL/ECO/AG

3. Jim McLean and Brian Grimmett kicked off another season of the Kansas News 
Service’s “My Fellow Kansans,” and KPR aired a portion of it for listeners who 
are unfamiliar with the podcast. This season is devoted to telling the stories of 
how people have been affected by the coronavirus pandemic.
(KNS-MFK-3-1.wav) – aired 07-07-20 – ME/R and ME/C – length: 13:41 – 
airtimes: 7:45am
__________________________________________HE/POL/ECO/AG/KU/ED

4. KPR’s Kaye McIntyre spoke with KPR director of engineering Steve Kincaid 
about the life and career of transmitter engineer Bruce Mensie, who worked for 
Kansas Public Radio and KANU for nearly 30 years. Mr. Mensie died following a 
bout with cancer in June of 2020. 
(KM-BRUCE.wav) – aired  07-10-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm)
________________________________________________________KU/ED/HI

5. Stephen Koranda reported on the Republican primary election in the Kansas 2nd 
Congressional District, where incumbent Steve Watkins faced two challengers. 
All three touted their conservative credentials and tried to convince voters that 
each would be the candidate most supporting of President Trump. 
(SK-2NDDIST.wav) – aired 07-13-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________POL



6. Sports reporter Greg Echlin discussed the challenges faced by college athletic 
programs as schools grapple with decisions about whether to move ahead with fall 
sports, or to put the games on hold. Complicating the decision is the issue of 
money: the college sport that generates the most revenue is football, and many 
schools have been counting on the money games are scheduled to bring in. 
(GE-COLSPRTS.wav) – aired 07-15-20 – ME/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_______________________________________________________SP/ED/ECO

7. Jim McLean reported that Democrats and Republicans were running conflicting 
political ads in the final weeks of the GOP Senate primary election. Some 
Republicans and their political action committees were trying to derail former 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach’s candidacy, because of concerns that he 
could not win the seat in a general election. 
(JM-SENPRIM.wav) – aired 07-21-20 – ME/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
__________________________________________________POL/ECO/CR/HE 

8. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on the high cost of COVID-related medical 
treatment, and how patients could fight back against high medical bills. A federal 
law could protect many people who find themselves drowning in medical debt 
because of the coronavirus. 
(LCJ-COVBILLS.wav) – aired 07-22-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

9. Aviva Okeson-Haberman provided an overview of how candidates in the Kansas 
3rd Congressional District were presenting their case in the primary election. 
Incumbent Congresswoman Sharice Davids was unopposed, but five candidates 
were competing to become the Republican to face her in November. 
(KNS-3RDDIST.wav) – aired 07-23-20 – ME/R – length: 3:52 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________________POL

10. Nomin Ujiyediin reported on preparations being made by the Kansas Department 
of Corrections for an expected increase in the number of COVID-19 cases in the 
state’s prisons. An outbreak at Lansing Correctional Facility was successfully 
contained, but as case numbers continue to rise around the state, another prison 
outbreak seems inevitable. Inmates say that virus distancing precautions, personal 
protective equipment and soap are all lacking. 
(KNS-PRIZCOVOID.wav) – aired 07-29-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:37 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________HE/CR/POL

 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 2020

1. Kansas voters made history in the most recent primary elections, as every federal 
race for the general election will include a woman. This is the first time that’s 
happened in the last 50 election cycles. KPR’s Stephen Koranda provided 
analysis, audio clips, and coverage of the development for Kansas Public Radio 
newscasts. 
(ADKINS-WOMEN.wav) –aired 08-06-20 – ME/R – length: :15 sec – airtimes: 
6:30am, 8:30am
(BOLL-WOMEN.wav) – aired 08-06-20 – ME/R – length: 08 sec – airtimes: 
6:30am, 8:30am
__________________________________________________________POL/HI

2. Kansas teachers are now facing a choice:  return to their classrooms to teach 
during a pandemic, or pay penalties for breaking the contracts they signed at a far 
different stage of the outbreak. Stephan Bisaha examined how many educators are 
handling the situation. 
(SB-RESIGN.wav) – aired 08-11-20 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________ECO/ED

3. Brian Grimmett reported on how one high school marching band is adapting to 
practice and performance during the coronavirus pandemic. It’s particularly 
challenging for the band members playing wind instruments, since the virus is 
carried via saliva and moisture droplets. What’s more, many school districts 
aren’t sure if they’ll be hosting football games at all this fall, so their scheduled 
performances are in limbo. 
(KNS-BANDCAMP.wav) – aired 08-18-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:12 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________ED/SP/HE/AR

4. Brian Grimmett reported on one of the trends emerging as the coronavirus 
pandemic has dragged on:  younger adults contemplating their arrangements for 
end-of-life issues. 
(BG-DTHPLAN.wav) – aired 08-24-20 – ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO



5. J. Schafer spoke with the Kansas Riverkeeper, Dawn Buehler, about what she and 
the organization Friends of the Kaw have been doing over the course of the 
summer to maintain the health and cleanliness of the state’s rivers. Buehler and 
some friends actually paddled down the entire length of the Kaw, and she talked 
with J. about what she saw and what she learned about the river. 
(JS-RKEEPER2.wav) – aired 08-25-20 – ATC/R – length: 6:48 – airtimes: 
3:50pm. 5:50pm
__________________________________________________________ED/ENV

6. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported that Kansas nursing homes are still facing spotty 
access to fast COVID-19 testing through the state’s private labs and hospitals. 
There’s no consistent billing, and some care facilities are paying double what 
others do to get the results of the tests. 
(CLJ-NURSHOMES.wav) – aired 08-27-20 – ATC/R -- length: 3:38 – airtimes: 
3:23pm, 5:23pm
_________________________________________________________HE/ECO

7. Elle Moxley reported on efforts being made in Kansas schools to reach families 
that have not yet filled out the 2020 census. The census is critically important to 
schools and school districts, since their funding is often tied to the number of 
families being served by schools in any given area. Getting responses to the 
census has historically been challenging, and is turning out to be even more 
difficult during a pandemic.  
(KNS-CENSCHL.wav) – aired 08-28-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:52 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________ED/ECO/POL

8. Jim McLean reported that many economists are concerned a possible housing 
crisis after pandemic economic relief programs expire. More than 300,000 
Kansans could be at risk if governmental support for mortgage lenders, mortgage 
borrowers, and rental assistance programs is withdrawn. 
(JM-CVHOUSCRIS.wav) – aired 08-31-20 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
________________________________________________________ECO/POL

9. Kaye McIntyre hosted a presentation of a talk on race, gender, and sports on KPR 
Presents. Journalist and sportswriter Kavitha Davidson addressed the 5th annual 
Power of Sport symposium at the University of Kansas in February of 2019. She 
touched on the issues of racial discrimination, gender inequity, and the funding of 
sports programs at the university level. 
(2020 ReBcast Kavitha Davidson.wav) – aired 08-09-20 – KPR Presents – length: 
34:14 – airtimes: 6pm
________________________________________________________SP/RR/KU



10. Kaye McIntyre hosted a conversation about the road to women’s suffrage and 
voting rights in the U.S. on KPR Presents. University of Kansas associate 
professor Teri Finneman from the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications and Jacquie Lightcap from the League of Women Voters in 
Kansas were the guests. 
(2020 ReBcast 19th Amendment 1 2 3.wav) – aired 08-16-20 – KPR Presents – 
length: 45:00 – airtimes: 6pm
________________________________________________________KU/HI/HS



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2020

1. Stephen Koranda reported on the budget cuts being proposed in Kansas because 
of a drastic decline in state tax collections during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Organizations that aid troubled children and people with disabilities are targeted 
for reductions in Governor Laura Kelly’s $700 million plan to balance the state’s 
budget. 
(SK-BUDALOTS.wav) – aired 09-02-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:49 – airtimes: 
3:45pm, 5:45pm, 6:45pm
_________________________________________________ED/ECO/POL/HE

2. Stephan Bisaha examined why universities in Kansas have persisted in scheduling 
in-person events, even as the coronavirus pandemic has made social distancing 
and the wearing of face masks an important part of daily life on campus. 
(SB-CAMPUSEVNT.wav) – aired 09-10-20 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
______________________________________________________ED/KU/HE__

3. Kansas News Service reporter Nomin Ujiyediin spoke with editor Erica 
Hunzinger about a spike in COVID-19 cases at the federal prison in Leavenworth. 
At the time of the interview, Leavenworth had the most cases in the entire federal 
prison system, racking up more than 200 case in the prior two weeks. 
(NU-LEAVCOVID.wav) – aired 09-15-20 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
7:35am, 8:35am
________________________________________________________HE/CR/MI

4. Esther Honig visited Wallace County in western Kansas, which did not record a 
single case of COVID-19 until August of 2020. It’s the second-least populated 
county in the state. Now that the virus has finally arrived, residents are examining 
their preconceptions about public health measures, and medical professionals are 
having to make arrangements to help patients in an area with comparatively 
scarce medical resources. 
(KNS-WESTKSCOV.wav) – aired 09-22-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 6:44pm
______________________________________________________HE/ECO/ED 



5. Two retired physicians are running for U.S. Senate in Kansas. Jim McLean 
summarized and compared the candidates’ positions on major issues, including 
taxes, trade, and immigration. 
(JM-SENRACE-1.wav) – aired 09-23-20 – ATC/R -- length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________POL/ECO/CR/HE/ED/AG 

6. The two candidates vying to represent the Kansas 3rd Congressional District are 
taking different approaches to campaigning. Incumbent Democratic 
Representative Sharice Davids has a team engaged in virtual, online outreach 
efforts, while Republican challenger Amanda Adkins has put together a group to 
knock on doors in a more traditional approach to getting out the vote. Aviva 
Okeson-Haberman reported on what that shows about how each candidate is 
approaching the coronavirus pandemic. 
(KNS-3RDDISTPRE.wav) – aired 09-24-20 – ME/R – length: 4:14 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/HE

7. Stephen Koranda reported on the race for the Kansas 2nd Congressional District 
seat. Democrat Michelle De La Isla is running against Republican Jake LaTurner, 
who defeated the incumbent, Representative Steve Watkins, in the GOP primary 
election. The two candidates have differing views on issues like health care, 
taxation, and the national response to the coronavirus pandemic. 
(SK-DIST2RACE.wav) – aired 09-29-20 – ATC/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE 

8. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Dole Institute of Politics associate director Audrey 
Coleman about upcoming events at the Institute. The Institute has shifted its 
programs online during the coronavirus pandemic, offering access to its speakers 
and archives through the virtual experience. In addition, the Kansas News Service 
podcast My Fellow Kansans rounded out the September 6th, 2020 installment of 
KPR Presents. 
(2020 Dole Fall Preview.wav) – aired 09-06-20 – KPR Presents – length: 58:00 -- 
airtimes: 6pm 
_________________________________________________________POL/KU_



9. KPR Presents featured a rebroadcast of the 2011 Dole Lecture, delivered by 
journalist Bob Woodward. Woodward’s talk with Dole Institute of Politics 
director Bill Lacy focused on investigative journalism and the art of interviewing. 
The lecture was rebroadcast because Woodward’s latest book, Rage, made 
headlines throughout September 2020 after Woodward released audio recordings 
he made during his interviews with President Donald Trump. 
(2011 Dole Lecture – ReBcast.wav) – aired 09-20-20 – KPR Presents – length: 
58:00 – airtimes: 6 pm
______________________________________________________POL/KU/CR 

10. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Kansas Poet Laureate Huascar Medina about his time 
in the position, Medina’s latest collection of poems, his new poetry podcast 
“Kansas Is Lit,” and other issues pertaining to the role of poets and other authors 
during the pandemic. 
(2020-Medina Interview.wav) – aired 09-27-20 – KPR Presents – length: 58:27 – 
airtimes: 6pm
___________________________________________________________AR/ED 


