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Stations:  

WALJ-FM, WFFN-FM, WQRR-FM, WTUG-FM, WTUGHD2-FM, WTUGHD3-FM, WTBC-AM, 
WTSK-FM 

April 1, 2020 through June 30, 2020 

Section I. Issues 

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in 
this quarter: 

A. COVID-19: The Coronavirus has halted the greatest economic growth and lowest 
unemployment rate in Alabama and Tuscaloosa history. The pandemic is having a 
disastrous impact on local small businesses, and continues to impact almost every 
facet of life within West Alabama. 

B. Hurricane Season 2020: The new hurricane season begins June 1 and it is expected 
to be an above average season, bringing the threat of severe weather to the area. 

C. Racial Justice: In the follow-up to the murder of George Floyd by a white Minneapolis 
Police Officer, racial justice issues have gained national attention. 

D. Community Policing: Trust between communities of color and police are at an all-time 
low and radical changes are being proposed. 

E. Economic Prosperity: Economic prosperity was rampant until COVID-19 but people of 
color largely didn’t benefit from the booming economy. 

F. 2020 Census: Funding for local and federal programs is reliant on every eligible 
resident completing his or her census.  

Section II. Responsive Programs 
 

Date(s) 
Aired 

Program Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration  Time  

5 Apr 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

COVID-19: The Chamber of Commerce 
is working to help local business 
survive the ordered shutdowns and 
reduce income. President & CEO Jim 
Page discussed how the chamber can 
help. Additionally, Larry Devers of the 
Tuscaloosa Counseling Services gave 
advice to business owners & managers 
on how to handle the stress created by 
COVID19. 

30 Minutes 6:00 A.M. 

12 Apr 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 

COVID-19: Two of the major impact 
from COVID19 are a delayed statewide 
primary runoff election and no in-person 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 



 Easter church services. Those impact 
were explored with Alabama Secretary 
of State John Merrill and Rev. Scott 
Wortham. 

19 Apr 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

COVID-19: Leaders at DCH Regional 
Medical Center, the cities of 
Tuscaloosa and Northport and 
Tuscaloosa County participate in a 
round table discussing impact of 
COVID19 on their operations and how 
they deal with the public. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

26 Apr 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

COVID-19: U.S. Sen. Dough Jones (D-
AL) is joined by former U.S. Surgeon 
Gen. Regina Benjamin from Mobile to 
discuss the impact of COVID19 and 
their views of resolving the issues 
surrounding the pandemic. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

03 May 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

 

COVID-19: Gov. Kay Ivey and State 
Health Office Dr. Scott Harris have 
instituted a limited reopening of 
Alabama’s economy.  But many 
Alabamians don’t feel she went far 
enough. Plus, economic damage has 
already been done to the University of 
Alabama and City of Tuscaloosa. And 
the number of Alabamians still filing for 
unemployment continues to rise. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

10 May 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 
 
 

COVID-19: The medical, political, 
economic and societal impact of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic is dwarfed by the 
human toll. We talk about healthcare 
professionals being heroes but don’t 
truly understand what they are risking 
to care for victims, until one of them 
becomes the first victim in Tuscaloosa 
County. John Alford’s widow Valarie 
talks about hat cost to his family. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

17 May 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

 
 

COVID-19, Education: Tuscaloosa 
County School Superintendent Dr. 
Walter Davie and Tuscaloosa City 
School Superintendent Dr. Mike Daria 
discuss the impact the pandemic had 
on the quality of education during the 
spring semester. They also looked 
ahead to the fall semester and talked 
about the contingencies involved in 
uncertainties surrounding a potential fall 
2nd wave. 

30 minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 A.M. 



24 May 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

 

COVID-19: 300,000 Alabamians are out 
of work and hundreds of businesses 
have filed for bankruptcy and/or are 
closing. Gov. Ivey & State Health 
Officer Dr. Scott Harris discuss their 
reasons for further opening the state’s 
economy. The significance of Memorial 
Day during the COVID-19 Pandemic is 
explored. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

31 May 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 
 

 

COVID-19: DCH Regional Medical 
center has seen an influx of COVID-19 
positive cases. What caused the spike 
in cases and the impact is it having on 
West Alabama is examined.  
 
Hurricane Season: Monday, June 1 is 
the beginning of the 2020 Hurricane 
Season in the Atlantic Basin and it is 
forecasted to be an above average 
season. What could the impact be on 
West Alabama when a tropical system 
moves inland? 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

7 Jun 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

 

Racial Justice: Comments on the need 
for change in race relations and social 
justice issues from SCLC National 
President & CEO Dr. Charles Steele, 
Jr. and local civil rights leaders and 
government officials. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

14 Jun 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 

Community Policing: Bridging the 
Gap: Program 1 Community Policing is 
the first in a series of frank discussions 
among Tuscaloosa leaders about ways 
to bridge the various gaps that separate 
our community. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

21 Jun 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

 
 
 

Community Policing, Economic 
Prosperity: Bridging the Gap: Program 
2 identifies the gap in economic 
prosperity for people of color and 
discusses ways of overcoming the gap. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

29 Jun 20 West Alabama 
on Point 

COVID-19: Safety procedures by local 
business are critical to a safe reopening 
during the pandemic; one local 
business has gone a few extra steps to 
provide a safe indoor environment.  
 
2020 Census: Alabama and 
Tuscaloosa are historically 
undercounted in the U-S Census. So 
far this year’s numbers show less than 
half of the citizens have participated. 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 



 
Community Policing.  The City of 
Tuscaloosa is hosting a series of 
meetings to define community policing. 
Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox and 
TPD Chief Brent Blankley discuss what 
that should look like. 

 


