
QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAMS LIST FOR STATION - WFXX

4th QUARTER: OCTOBER 1 - DECEMBER 31

PLACED IN THE PUBLIC FILE - JANUARY 9, 2021

SECTION 1 - ISSUES

The station has identified the following issues pertaining to our community this quarter:

1. Community Affairs

SECTION 2 - RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

WFXX has broadcast the following programming with the referenced identified issues

1. COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

OCTOBER

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Friday, October 2 at 5:03 pm, Covington County 
District Attorney Walt Merrell gave information about recent training his office provided for all 
Covington County Law Enforcement personnel on the topic of police use of force. The class 
sought to train local officers on policies, procedures, and the state of the law concerning the 
topic. Merrell said, “Our police officers here locally are some of the best around. This wasn’t a 
matter of me telling them ‘you need to do this.’ They came to me, because they want to be the 
best Departments they can be. Our current climate makes it hard to be a police officer, and 
police use of force is a hot topic. Knowledge and preparedness are what will separate our 
officers from the ‘bad cops’ we see on the news.” The training was hosted by the Andalusia 
Police Department and held at the Andalusia Training Center. It was presented on two separate 
days to ensure all officers, regardless of their shift, could attend. Officers from Andalusia Police 
Department, Opp Police Department, Florala Police Department, and the Covington County 
Sheriff’s Office all participated. The training was presented by the District Attorney’s Office 
staff, to include Merrell, Chief Assistant District attorney Grace Jeter, Assistant District Attorney 
Nikki Stephens, and DA Investigators, Chief Nickey Carnley and Brett Holmes. Listeners who 
wanted more information were urged to contact Erin Wilson at 334-222-2513.



"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Thursday, October 8 at 4:10 pm, Otis Corbitt, 
Director of Missions for the Covington Baptist Association gave information on how local 
churches can help get much needed items to Hurricane Laura survivors. 1st Baptist Church of 
Sulphur, La. is acting as the main contact point and they provided a needs list, including: paper 
goods, cleaning supplies, hygiene items, baby supplies, lawn equipment, household items, 
canned goods and bottled water. Monetary donations can be made by going through the 
Disaster Relief of Alabama Baptist website, or checks can be written to Covington Baptist 
Association and earmarked for disaster relief Louisiana. The deadline for donations is Sunday, 
October 18. For more information, listeners were urged to contact the Covington Baptist 
Association at 334-222-3009. 

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Friday, October 9 at 5:05 pm, St Mary's Episcopal Church 
Pastor Cindy Howard gave information about a special benefit event to help Threads of Hope and Holy 
Land Gifts organizations. St. Mary’s Church, 1307 East Three Notch Street, Andalusia, October 22-25. 
Items from Threads of Hope and Holy Land Gifts will be available for sale, and all proceeds will benefit 
these organizations. Threads of Hope buys and sells textiles created by Peruvian artisans rising out of 
poverty through hard work with needle and thread, thereby empowering impoverished women and 
transforming them, their families, and their communities. Holy Land Gifts is dedicated to supporting 
Christians in the Holy Land. Olivewood and Mother of Pearl gifts are handcrafted by a co-op of ten 
Christian families living in Bethlehem, West Bank - Israel. The event will be open to the public from 2:00 
– 4:00 pm Thursday and Friday, October 22 and 23, and from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm on Saturday and 
Sunday, October 24 and 25.  For questions, listeners were urged to call 334-222-2487. Masks will be 
required for shoppers, and appropriate social distancing will be practiced.

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Wednesday, October 21, Sal Lee Sasser, director for 
Andalusia Manor Nursing Home provided updated information on visitation policy during the Covid 
pandemic. Sasser said the amended state health order issued by Governor Ivey allows for limited indoor 
visitation per CMS guidelines issued on September 17th. However, this amended order is not a free for 
all to enter the nursing home. Sasser said they were happy to begin indoor visitation by appointment 
only on Monday, October 12,2020 and that this would be the new guidelines followed at both the 
nursing home and assisted living facilities. She also added that due to the impact COVID-19 has had on 
their facility, and the vulnerable nature of our residents, Andalusia Manor continues to implement 
additional infection control protocols. And their facilities protocols are in accordance with guidelines 
from the CDC and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. In addition, the Alabama Nursing 
Home Association continues to give guidance to all Alabama Skilled Nursing Facilities to ensure the 
health and wellbeing of our residents and employees. Sasser urged listeners to call for appointments or 
with any questions about the new visitation guidelines at 334-222-2133. 



NOVEMBER

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Tuesday, November 3 at 5:11 pm, Gail Hayes, 
Director of the Andalusia Community Christmas (ACC) provided information on registration for 
the upcoming annual event. Registration for ACC will be held on Saturday, November 7.  ACC 
serves children from 2 years through 10 years of age residing in Andalusia, Pleasant Home, Red 
Level and Straughn school communities. Registration will take place at these neighborhood 
schools: Andalusia Elementary School - 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., Pleasant Home School – 9 a.m. until 
Noon, Red Level School – 9 a.m. until Noon and Straughn School – 9 a.m. until Noon. Individuals 
must bring the following documents at the time of registration: your picture ID (for the parent 
registering their children, i.e. driver’s license, school ID, work photo ID, etc), birth certificate for 
each child;  only parents and legal guardians are allowed to register their children, a social 
security card for each child or legal document with their social security number, proof of 
residence – current bill or rent receipt that shows your physical address, proof of government 
assistance (WIC, Medicaid, SSI, etc). Hayes emphasized listeners must present ALL documents 
at the time of registration. Andalusia Community Christmas, Inc., a non-profit annual program 
funded by the citizens, businesses and civic clubs of Andalusia, assists families in financial crisis 
who live in the Andalusia, Straughn, Red Level and Pleasant Home School districts by providing 
toys and clothing for children ages of two through 10-years-old. Tax-deductible contributions 
can also be mailed to Andalusia Community Christmas, Inc., P.O. Box 1525, Andalusia, AL 
36420. Listeners were urged to call Hayes at 334-222-4101 for any questions or additional 
information.

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on November 13 at 4:03 pm, St. Mary's Episcopal 
Church Pastor Cindy Howard was interviewed for 11 minutes about the church's annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner and the changes made due to the Covid pandemic. Howard said the dinner 
will take place on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26 with take-out service only from 11 
am until 1 pm. She said deliveries will also be available during those same times on 
Thanksgiving Day only. Due to the restrictions to on-site dining, there will be no eat-in dining as 
they've done in the past, but will limit the service to pickup and delivery only. Howard urged 
listeners to call no later than noon on Wednesday, November 25 to ensure availability. Call 334-
222-2487 beginning today to place an order or for additional information. All meals and 
delivery are free. 



"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Thursday, November 19 information was given to 
listeners concerning the new president of LBW Community College, located in Andalusia. Jimmy 
Baker, Chancellor of the Alabama Community College System, announced Tuesday, November 
17 that Dr. Brock Kelley has been appointed interim president of LBWCC. “Dr. Kelley’s dynamic 
leadership style and career-long commitment to helping students succeed makes him the ideal 
candidate to fill this role at LBW,” Baker said. Prior to his role at LBW, Kelley served as Regional 
Director of Workforce Development for the Alabama Community College System (ACCS). Before 
joining the ACCS, Kelley served as Director of Workforce Development for the Alabama 
Department of Education. An Opp, Alabama, native and Lurleen B. Wallace Community College 
alum, Kelley began his career as a Special Education Teacher at Enterprise High School in 
Enterprise. He completed the Education Administration Endorsement at Auburn University-
Montgomery and earned his Ph.D. in Adult and Continuing Education from Auburn University. 
“It is a tremendous honor to serve my alma mater in this capacity,” Kelley said. “LBW is a 
special place that serves unique communities across our service area and I look forward to 
continuing to work alongside our faculty, staff, and students as we continue our commitment to 
top quality education and skills training for all those we serve.” Dr. Kelley’s new appointment to 
LBW begins on Tuesday, December 1. 

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Monday, November 23, Amanda Deem, Media 
Relations Director for the Alabama Department of Transportation, was interviewed by phone 
for 12 minutes about the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday travel period. Deem said for the safety 
of travelers and road construction and maintenance workers, the Alabama Department of 
Transportation will have no temporary lane closures on interstates during the Thanksgiving 
holiday from noon on Wednesday, Nov. 25, through 11:59 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 29. Alabama Rest 
Areas and Welcome Centers are open to the public. ALDOT asks travelers to practice social 
distancing and follow the public health guidelines set by state and local agencies at all rest 
stops and welcome centers. She also shared road safety tips, such as buckling seatbelts on all 
passengers, citing that over half of those killed in crashes last year were not wearing seatbelts 
and that 15 people died during the last Thanksgiving travel period. Deem also urged listeners to 
take driving breaks every 2 hours and give right of way for all emergency responders. Motorists 
planning their holiday travel route can find Alabama traffic and road condition information, 
including live traffic camera feeds at www.ALGOtraffic.com or by downloading the ALGO Traffic 
app. ALDOT asks motorists to use ALGO Traffic responsibly. Drivers should never text, tweet, or 
use a mobile device while operating a vehicle.

http://www.ALGOtraffic.com


DECEMBER

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Wednesday, December 2 at 5:03 pm, LBW 
Community College Marketing Director Maggie Jones gave information about newly available 
LBW license plates. The tag is $50, and $48.75 will go directly to LBWCC’s General Scholarship 
Fund. LBWCC distinctive license plates may be requested through any Alabama county license 
commissioner or probate office or online through the Alabama Department of Revenue.  The 
LBWCC license plate is found under the collegiate license plate category.  Both standard and 
personalized options are available for vehicles and motorcycles. The proceeds distributed to the 
LBWCC General Scholarship Fund are considered a charitable contribution. For more 
information or to purchase a tag, please visit the LBWCC College Foundation page at lbwcc.edu.

 

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Friday, December 4 at 4:02 pm, Andalusia 
Community Christmas spokesperson Jan White provided information about the Christmas 
Angels and Angel Card programs, as part of the community Christmas program. Andalusia 
Community Christmas, Inc., a non-profit annual program funded by the citizens and civic clubs 
of Andalusia, assists families in financial crisis who live in the Andalusia, Straughn, Red Level 
and Pleasant Home School districts by providing toys and clothing for children between the 
ages of two and ten years old. These families have registered approximately 200 children ages 2 
to 10, including their clothing sizes and a toy the child has requested. Each child has been given 
an ID number. Their information has been written on an angel card and the angels can be 
adopted at area businesses. Angels can be adopted at the following locations:  CCB Community 
Bank, Southern Independent Bank, Wal-mart, and Piggly Wiggly. The packages along with 
adopted angel card are to be dropped off on Friday, December 11, from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 
Saturday, December 12, from 8 a.m. – noon and Sunday, December 13 from 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. at 
the Kiwanis Building on the South Bypass. Gifts should not be wrapped. There will not be an 
Andalusia Community Christmas Party this year. The package picked up for registered children 
will be Friday, December 18, from 1:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Building. Tax-
deductible contributions can also be mailed to Andalusia Community Christmas, Inc., P.O. Box 
1525, Andalusia, AL 36420.

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Tuesday, December 8 at 5:04 pm, Eddie Byrd, 
Director of Marketing and Community Outreach for Murphy Family Restaurants (local 
McDonald's restaurants) was interviewed for 20 minutes about the National Christmas Gift 



Round-up event to benefit Ronald McDonald House Charities of Alabama. Now through 
December 20 all 30 Murphy restaurants will give customers the chance to round up their orders 
to the nearest dollar, with all additional money going directly to Ronald McDonald House 
Charities. When a customer is checking out at the counter or drive-thru they can ask to round-
up for RMHC and their transaction will be rounded up to the nearest dollar.  An order that is 
$4.50 will round up to $5.00. That .50 cent will go directly to RMHCA. Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Alabama is a nonprofit that is able to keep families together and near to the 
medical care their child needs through three major programs: the Ronald McDonald House in 
Birmingham, two Ronald McDonald Family Rooms and the Happy Wheels Cart. The Ronald 
McDonald House provides a supportive atmosphere for families and their children who are 
receiving medical treatment at Children’s of Alabama, UAB, or other area hospitals. We provide 
guest families with all the comforts of home – plus a local support network – so they can focus 
on their children’s healing. 1,699 families stayed at the Ronald McDonald House in Birmingham 
last year and 180 of those stays were from the Wiregrass area. Byrd told listeners they can also 
donate directly through the website www.rmhca.org. 

` "The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Thursday, December 17 at 5:09 pm, Kelly 
Brandin, Executive Administrator for the Opp and Covington County Chamber of Commerce, 
gave listeners information about a free Christmas concert. The Opp Chamber of Commerce will 
be presenting Shane Owens in Concert with Christmas Carols on Friday, December 18, 2020, at 
The Opp Christmas Village (located at Benton Park on Cameron Road across from the Softball 
Complex) from 6:00 P. M. – 7:00 P. M.  Santa Claus will arrive after the concert.  Attendees are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs. This is a free event and anyone wanting additional information 
were urged to call 334-493-3070.

"The Jim Walker Show" - Broadcast on Wednesday, December 23 at 5:07 pm, Walt 
Merrell, Chairman of the Board for the Covington County Child Advocacy Center, announced 
that the CAC has been awarded a grant from the Alabama Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs (ADECA) for the 2021 fiscal year. The award totals $95,000, earmarked for 
services directly benefiting child victims of physical and sexual abuse and neglect.“These funds 
will make a significant impact in helping us help the children of Covington County,” Merrell said. 
The CAC serves children of all ages, primarily within Covington County.Services provided by the 
CAC include forensic interviewing, counseling and play therapy, and medical exams and 
treatment.Forensic interviews are conducted by highly specialized forensic interviewers and are 
designed to get the child to describe what has happened so that the appropriate treatment can 
be offered.Sexual assault medical exams are necessary in most sexual abuse cases, and 



treatment is provided where there is concern of sexually transmitted diseases or other physical 
issues. Physical examinations are often necessary in cases of physical abuse, and the children 
receive any necessary medical care. Every child victim of abuse is also offered counseling and 
therapy services. Merrell added, “Receiving this grant is a huge blessing for the abused and 
neglected children that will enter our CAC’s doors throughout this next year. The CAC provides 
hours upon hours of forensic interviewing and counseling to child victims each year, all at no 
cost to them or their families. The CAC serves several hundred children each year. As a 
nonprofit, all donations are tax deductible. If you are interested in making a donation to the 
CAC, its mailing address is 125 Medical Park Drive, Suite 103, Andalusia, Alabama 36420. 


