
 
 

WCWJ QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
FOURTH QUARTER 2017 

 
WCWJ (CW17 and Bounce Jacksonville) aired programs and public service announcements 
providing significant treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in 
the past quarter: 
Community Involvement 
Education 
Environment 
Local Activities 
Local Economy and Industry 
Health and Safety 
 
PROGRAMS 
The following programs provided the most significant treatment of the above-identified 
community issues: 
 
Inside Jacksonville 10/29/17, 11/26/17 & 12/31/17 6:00pm 
A monthly news magazine show that spotlights people and places in Jacksonville created by 
students in University of North Florida's Advanced Multimedia Storytelling class.  Each story 
runs 3 minutes in length. 
 
Community Involvement 
Inside Jacksonville 11/26/17 6:00pm  
The Jacksonville Jaguars have amassed a very loyal fan base ever since their debut in 1995.  
Jackie Hellett went downtown to join in one of the pregame tailgates to find out what the Jaguars 
mean to their fans. 
 
“Yoga 4 Change” is a new organization that is using the art of yoga to help prisoners, veterans 
and many others in rehabilitation and to give themselves a healthy means of expression.  Kelton 
Grieves speaks to some of the volunteers who help with the organization to find out what it is all 
about and why they do this.  
 
Education 
Inside Jacksonville 11/26/17 6:00pm  
The Sandalwood High School dance team is about to go to a national contest for the first time 
since their formation.  But for some of these girls it’s about a lot more than just dancing.  

http://unftv.com/


Marielis Martinez meets the team to find out why these girls joined and what they love most 
about the team. 
 
Environment 
Inside Jacksonville 12/31/17 6:00pm  
The St. Johns River is one of the bodies of water that surrounds our city.  It also is a very delicate 
part of the ecosystem.  Al Huffman tells us about invasive species in the river and the dangers 
that surrounds it. 
 
Local Activities 
Inside Jacksonville 11/26/17 6:00pm  
Many people have different pets at home but most probably have not thought of having a 10-
foot-long python as a pet.  Morgan Yonge heads to Xtreme Exotics to meet some of these 
creatures and learn about why it is important to think very carefully about these pets before 
getting one. 
 
Art is the gateway to our imaginations.  Artist use their different mediums to express their 
imagination and create the pieces that we see.  One art studio in Jacksonville rents spaces to artist 
so that they can work and create their pieces.  Noura Zakaria goes to the studio to speak to 
different artist about the studio and what it is like working there. 
 
Pole dancing may seem unconventional, but it is a sport that is becoming larger and larger and 
may one day be in the Olympics.  But there are still many obstacles that stand in its way before it 
gets there.  Sarah Carter talks to two women who practice pole dancing to find out more about it 
and where it needs to go before we see it on the world’s largest stage.  
 
Inside Jacksonville 12/31/17 6:00pm  
The way that different generations follow pop culture is a great way to follow the evolution for 
each.  The way we follow music, wear clothes and even the idols that we look up to can show 
how much each generation has evolved.  Katie goes out to talk to people and how they follow 
their own cultures and paint their pictures 
 
Health and Safety 
Inside Jacksonville 10/29/17 6:00pm  
There are so many different ways that people are finding to diet and exercise in order to lose 
weight.  But what ways are the best and get the most results?  Katie Connors explores the 
different supplements and was that people are being healthy and losing weight. 
 
Shopping and eating healthy seems to be a very expensive or at least that’s what most people 
seem to think.  Noura Zakaria follows a shopper around to see if she can create a healthy meal in 
under $100. 
 
Every day we seem to get more and more different fad diets that everyone claims to be the new 
way to lose weight.  But are any of these actually healthy?  Kelton Givens looks at some of the 
fad diets and if they really as healthy as people say.  
 



Many people are have turned to using some furry friends as emotional support pets to help in 
their daily lives.  Tiffany Salameh meets some of these pets and learns how they help their 
owners. 
 
Being healthy can be much more than just eating the right food and exercising.  It can also be 
being mentally healthy.  Morgan Younge meets some local residents and learns how they stay 
happy. 
  
Extreme Sports are becoming the hot way to live an active lifestyle.  Cross-fit and long distance 
running are just some of the ways that Marielis Martinez discovered that people are exercising 
and how healthy it really is. 
 
Living healthy can be something difficult and can be especially hard to get started.  But starting 
at an early age can be one of the most important things in a child’s life.  Sarah Carter goes out to 
find out how adults are helping children start living a healthy life at an early age. 
 
Our skin is the largest organ system in our body.  Keeping it healthy is one of the most important 
things that we can do in our lives, especially living in the hot Florida sun.  Nikeya Heath shows 
us some products and ways that we can help keep our skin looking fresh and healthy. 
 
Inside Jacksonville 11/26/17 6:00pm  
Living without one of the five senses may seem to be difficult but that is not the case.  Katie 
Connors meets two people who were born deaf and finds out that living without their hearing 
really is not as bad as it may seem. 
 
Millennials are drinking more wine than most of the other generations.  Tiffany Salameh goes to 
find out why millennials are choosing to drink more wine rather than other types of alcohol. 
 
Inside Jacksonville 12/31/17 6:00pm  
Many people are have turned to using some furry friends as emotional support pets to help in 
their daily lives.  Tiffany Salameh meets some of these pets and learns how they help their 
owners. 
 
 
OTHER LOCAL PROGRAMS 
River City Live Mondays-Fridays 6-7AM 
Live showcase of the energetic lifestyle of Jacksonville.  River City Live highlights the exciting 
things viewers may (or likely may not) know about Northeast Florida - including live music, 
amazing food, dazzling arts and culture, thrilling entertainment, incredible charities, and 
everything in between.   
 
This Week in Jacksonville Sundays 11AM 
A half-hour news format and addresses current issues in Jacksonville. 
 
  



I Know Jax Sundays 6:30PM 
Joe Talentino hosts this weekly program and is the place to turn to for finding fun things to do in 
the Greater Jacksonville area.  They tell stories about interesting places to visit, places to go and 
eat, food and drink, and fun stuff to do. 
 
Real School 10/1/17, 11/5/17, 12/3/17 6PM 
Program produced by Duval County Public Schools for parents and students shares the latest 
information on events, recent news and more. 
 
Hurricane Matthew:  The Unpredictable Disaster 10/3/17 8PM 
When Hurricane Matthew swiped the coast of Northeast Florida with wind speeds over 
100 miles an hour in the fall of 2016, the storm wielded an unpredictable fury that destroyed 
homes, uprooted families, and caused billions of dollars’ worth of damage — and it wasn’t even 
a direct hit.  As a new hurricane season approaches, WJXT-TV explores the lives of those still 
feeling the pain of this disaster, and why experts warn it’s only a matter of time before we see a 
major hurricane directly hit our coast. 
 
Opioid Nation:  An American Epidemic 10/29/17 9:30PM 
News4JAX explores the explosion of opioid use and addiction in America.  The Channel 4 News 
Team talks to drug dealers, drug abusers and doctors about how these legal prescription drugs 
have become the number one health crisis facing the nation and ways to stop it. 
 
Jacksonville Veterans Day Parade 11/11/17 11AM 
WCWJ joined the City of Jacksonville live as we honored true American heroes - our veterans 
and active-duty military.  This patriotic parade featured more than 4,000 participants including 
grand marshals, senior military officials, active-duty and retired military, veterans groups, local 
high school marching bands, decorative floats, giant balloons, and JROTC units and more. 
 
Jacksonville Armada FC 10/1, 6, 22, 28/17 
Live from UNF’s Hodges Stadium, The Jacksonville Armada FC take on the competition.  Cole 
Pepper returns with the play-by-play. 
 
 
NEWS PROGRAMS 
The following News programs are broadcast live on Channel 17.1.  All are locally produced 
news programs presenting news, weather, sports and issue-related feature stories.  Issue-
responsive news segments are usually one to two minutes in duration, unless otherwise indicated. 

 PROGRAM DAY TIME 
 
THE MORNING SHOW Mondays-Fridays 7:00-9:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11PM Saturdays 11:00-11:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11PM Sundays 11:00-11:30PM 

 
  

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfr0voN-vbsNkaxnbsSUFbj3QvnyYu2gt
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfr0voN-vbsNkaxnbsSUFbj3QvnyYu2gt


WCWJ gave significant coverage to the following local community issues. 
 

1. Crime & Court 
2. Health & Public Safety 
3. Science & Environment 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed below. 
 

CRIME & COURT 
 

Las Vegas Shooting 
10/4/17 7:00 am newscast 1:32 
10/5/17 7:00 am newscast 1:21 
On Sunday, October 1 a crowd of more than 22,000 country music fans were gathered for the 
Route 91 Harvest festival in Las Vegas, NV.  A gunman, by the name of Stephen Paddock 
opened fire into the crowd from his hotel room on the 32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay Hotel and 
Casino, killing at least 59 and wounding many more.  WJXT had multiple reporters covering the 
tragedy reporting on what investigators were able to uncover as they slowly pieced together the 
timeline and events surrounding the shooting. The shooting has been perceived as one of the 
deadliest shootings in modern American history.  The tragedy brings to light discussion around 
gun control.  WJXT invited a security risk analyst to Jacksonville to take a look at our city for 
Soft Targets, in order to show the community ways in which we can better protect our families if 
terror strikes.   
 
Corrine Brown Sentencing 
12/4/17 7:00 am newscast 1:20 
Corrine Brown, a former U.S. House Congresswoman, representing a portion of NE Florida, was 
sentenced to five years in federal prison for her role in a corruption conspiracy.  She was 
involved in stealing hundreds of thousands of dollars from “One Door for Education” a fake 
education charity for needy children.  Our investigative reporters have followed the case 
providing complete coverage as the case has unfolded, including live reporting from the 
courthouse on the day of her sentencing.  We continue following the story of this long and drawn 
out legal battle as Corrine waits to learn if the judge will grant her bond, while she appeals the 
conviction.   
 
 

HEALTH & PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
Richard Spencer, White Nationalist Speaker at UF 
10/19/2017  7:00 am newscast 1:30 
Our I-Team travelled to UF in Gainesville, FL to cover Richard Spencer’s speech.  Richard 
Spencer, a white nationalist, came to the University of Florida to raise consciousness among 
whites, among white people.  Our anchors, reported live from Gainesville the reception Spencer 
received as well as the events on campus and around town.  One of Channel 4’s reporters went to 
the scene where Spencer supporters fired gunshots at protectors leaving the demonstrations in the 
streets of Gainesville.   



SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT 
 

California Wildfires 
12/11/17 7:00 am newscast 1:20 
12/12/17 7:00 am newscast 1:18 
12/25 17 7:00 am newscast 3:01 
 
Flames erupted in early October in Napa and Sonoma counties and quickly spread.  Many 
residents had little time to escape.  Tens of thousands of people in southern California had to flee 
their homes and businesses as Santa Ana winds and dry conditions fueled the massive wildfires.  
The winds made it difficult for the firefighters to battle the flames.  Channel 4 provided coverage 
of the wildfires erupting all over Southern California.  Some of the fires erupted from brush fires 
and grew to a size larger than the city of New York.  Fire officials anticipated more growth and 
danger due to the continued strong wind gusts, no rain and old dry vegetation.  However, 
Firefighters are working hard to contain the fires, and are making some headway.   
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
In addition to the above programming, WCWJ’s two program streams broadcast over 5,000 
public service announcements throughout the day during the quarter, relating to the following 
issues:  
 
Children 
Toys for Tots, Daniel, Adopt Us Kids, Angelman Syndrome, Values 
 
Community Involvement 
AmeriCorps, Greyhound Adoption, Values.com, Best Friends Animal Society, Communities in 
Schools, Veterans Make A Connection, Take a Stand for Elephants, Wounded Warrior 
 
Local Economy and Industry 
Visit Florida, Teach, Office of Supplier Diversity, Air Force, Marines 
 
Environment 
Recycle, Smokey (Wildfires), Arbor Day, NOAA Right Whale 
 
Health and Safety 
Ounce (Living Healthy), Road Rage, Hearing Loss Association, Go Red (HIV), Project 
Roadblock (Buzzed Driving), Department of Homeland Security, Matching Donors, Brain 
Health, Shriners Hospital, Autism Awareness, Mammography, Crohns & Colitis 
 
WEBSITE RESOURCES 
The station’s website News4Jax.com/yourjax features information, videos and links 
corresponding to its programs.  These resources encompass a range of subjects, from current 
events to health and consumer concerns.  The website also provides a calendar venue for 
community event listings. 
 


