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Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Racial Diversity: Minorities are getting vaccinated at a lower rate in WNY and across the state. 
Within the minority community there’s still a fear and distrust of the vaccine. 

B. Food Insecurity:  The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the landscape of who is food insecure 
in the WNY area. Food lines are long, with more and more people looking for help. FeedMore 
WNY reports that in 2020 alone, their feeding programs have served more than 16 million meals 
to homebound neighbors, shelters, pantries, soup kitchens, and other hunger-relief agencies 
throughout WNY.  

C. COVID-19’s Impact on Tourism in Buffalo: Tourism in Buffalo is a 1.7-billion-dollar industry. 
The lack of conventions, the closure of the U.S.-Canadian Border, and the loss of 9 million 
visitors yearly has had a major financial impact on the city and Erie County.  Erie County faced 
budget shortages this year, due to Covid-19’s effects on consumers. We saw a shortfall of 2.3% 
year to year in sales tax revenue and unemployment up year over year from 4.2% to 5.9%.

D. Animal Cruelty and Abandonment in Erie County: Many shelter pets found homes at the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, only to be returned to shelters or abandoned. 
Additionally, during the same period there has been a rise in animal cruelty cases in Erie 
County.

E. Emotional Development and Education: The fact is children cannot process and retain new 
information if their brains are overwhelmed with anxiety. That is especially true now for students 
who are feeling deeply stressed by the coronavirus, the economic recession, and the racial 
unrest that is sweeping the country. Studies show that being absent from school harms social-
emotional learning skills, particularly those related to social awareness, self-efficacy, and self-
management.

Section II. Responsive Programs

Issues and Views is a 60 minute locally produced public affairs program that airs every Sunday on 
all four stations at the following times:

WYRK and WBLK at 6:30 a.m.
WMSX and WBUF at 6:00 a.m.

Date(s) 
Aired Guests Related Issues Description of Program
1/3/21 Niagara Falls, NY 

Mayor – Mr. Robert 
Restaino

Covid 19’s effect on 
tourism and expected 
outcomes for the city of 
Niagara Falls, post-
pandemic

Mr. Restaino discussed how the pandemic has 
affected the popular tourist destination, how it 
has impacted the 2021 budget and city services.  
Also discussed - what level of help is expected 
from the Federal government, urban blight in the 
city, and regional development plans.



1/10/21 Denise Daniels - 
Peabody Award 
Winning Author

Sarah Barber from 
Shaw Academic 
Institute in East Aurora

Covid-19s Effect on 
Emotional Development 
and Education

The program centered on common 
developmental threads in children, with regards 
to emotional intelligence, dealing with 
coronavirus anxiety, remote and hybrid learning 
as well as tutoring for children K-12.

1-17-21 Rev. Mark E. Blue, 
President Buffalo 
Chapter NAACP

Issues regarding Racial 
Diversity in Buffalo and 
WNY

Rev. Blue discussed the Coronavirus vaccine 
and the hesitancy about its safety in the minority 
community, as well as Community Policing, and 
race relations in America today.

1-24-21 Gina Lattucca- Chief 
Communications 
Officer Erie Co SPCA

Animal Cruelty and 
pandemic pet 
abandonment in Erie 
County

At the start of the pandemic, many shelters 
adopted out most of the animals looking for 
homes. A year into the pandemic, pets that were 
adopted for comfort and companionship have 
been returned or abandoned. 

Also touched on the rise in Animal Cruelty 
Cases in Erie County, how the Erie County 
SPCA, despite its name, is a non-profit and not 
funded by the County, and hopes for future 
growth.

1-31-21 Sarah Scoles - Best 
Selling Science Author

Unidentified Aerial 
Phenomenon and UFOs: 
What is real

Ms. Scoles has written two best-selling books on 
UFOs and UAPs. While she does not 
necessarily believe in aliens, she opens up on a 
world of government secrecy, and what the 
upcoming mandated release of government 
information might show. Also discussed the 
seeming rash local sightings.

2/7/21 Rebecca Vincheski - 
CEO of the Niagara 
Falls Boys & Girls Club

Helping Youth in the 
WNY Area

Topics discussed: keeping kids challenged, 
offering FREE daycare for Niagara Falls 
businesses, how Covid-19 had affected 
Operations and staffing and looking at life 
beyond the pandemic.

2/14/21 Clint Padgett - CEO of 
Project Success, 
Author of “How Teams 
Triumph: Managing By 
Commitment”

The future of 
telecommuting and the 
changing workplace

Mr. Padgett discussed the positive and the 
negative aspects of telecommuting, and how 
Zoom, Teams, and other video services are not 
a permanent a substitute for face-to-face 
conversations.

2/21/21 Deacon Steve 
Schumer – President 
and CEO of Catholic 
Charities

Catholic Charities – The 
Drive That Never Fails

Deacon Schumer discussed the challenges 
involved with charitable campaigns in general.  
Also, the challenges facing the Diocese; 
bankruptcy, scandal and how the WNY 
community has reacted and the increased need 
due to the pandemic

2-28-21 Patrick Kaler - 
President/CEO of Visit 
Buffalo Niagara

COVID-19’s Impact on 
Tourism in Buffalo 

Tourism in Buffalo is a 1.7-billion-dollar industry. 
The lack of conventions, the closure of the U.S.-
Canadian Border, and the loss of 9 million 
visitors yearly has had a major financial impact 
on the city and Erie County. How we are 



marketing to neighboring states and when 
normalcy will return?

3/7/21 Jonathon Schultz - Fire 
Coordinator, Director 
Of Emergency 
Services for Niagara 
County

Health, Environment, 
COVID-19, Volunteer 
Fire Services

Topics covered; COVID-19 Pandemic and 
Vaccine Distribution, and the desperate need for 
volunteer workers within the community; Fire, 
EMS, and healthcare volunteers.

3/14/21 Dan Neaverth Jr. - 
Commissioner of the 
Erie Co Dept of 
Homeland Security 
and Emergency 
Services

Health, Public Safety, 
Emergency 
Preparedness

Discussion with Commissioner Neaverth 
centered around what the responsibilities of the 
Department entail, interaction between other 
Erie County agencies, the COVID-19 
vaccination effort and how it is progressing. 

3/21/21 Tracy Jordan Cardwell 
– Workforce 
Opportunity Program

Molly VandenBerg – 
Guide to Pandemic 
Wellbeing

Unemployment and 
Health and Wellness

In the first half of the show Ms. Cardwell spoke 
about the opportunities for minorities and 
women in the City of Buffalo to be part of Silo 
City construction, and two job fairs being held in 
the next 3 weeks in Buffalo.

In the second half Ms. VandenBerg of Google 
Technology spoke about unhealthy habits that 
we have slipped in to during the pandemic due 
to poor sleep, lack of outdoor activities and 
becoming too immersed in our digital devices.

3/28/21 Catherine Shick, 
FeedMore WNY - 
Program Manager

Covid-19’s continued 
Community 
Impact/People in Need

The program centered on how FeedMore WNY 
continues to help support the community, how 
the pandemic has changed the landscape of 
who is food insecure in WNY, FeedMore WNY’s 
continued response to the pandemic and how 
the community can help.


