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Section I. Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Sexual Harassment and Disclination in the Workplace:  A study from Feldblum and Lipnic 
found that upwards of 8 in 10 individuals experience harassment within the workplace.  With 
prominent figures stepping down due to allegations, Lindy Korn discusses the types of 
discrimination that individuals may experience and the importance of speaking up.  

B. Gambling Addiction:  September is National Recovery Month. Now with self-screening tools 
available, Angela DiRosa of WNY Problem Gambling Resource Center gives advice of what to 
look out for in a loved one and information on where to go if you are experiencing signs of 
gambling addiction. 

C. Mental Health:  With the new Delta variant, there is a new wave of stress and anxiety among 
Western New Yorkers.  Melinda BuBoise, Executive Director of Mental Health Advocates of 
Western New York discusses taking a moment to check in with yourself and know that it’s ok to 
take care of yourself and think of yourself first. 

D. Suicide Prevention:  Suicide within New York has decreased .3% in the last year, but 
organizations strive to continue that decrease.  With the rise of anxiety and stress from the return 
to school along with a new variant in the mix, organizations such as FOCUS are working on 
ways to help the younger generations stay positive. 

E. Section II. Responsive Programs

Issues and Views is a 60 minute locally produced public affairs program that airs every Sunday on 
all four stations at the following times:

WYRK and WBLK at 6:30 a.m.
WMSX and WBUF at 6:00 a.m.

Date(s) 
Aired Guests Related Issues Description of Program
7-4-21 Dr. Joe Chow, President WNY 

Immediate Care
Covid-19 Variants, 
Vaccines

This program looked back at Covid-19 
early on in the pandemic and how it 
related to now.  Dr. Chow discussed the 
percentage of Western New Yorkers 
vaccinated and how those vaccines are 
working.  Dr. Chow also discussed 
receiving yearly boosters for adults and 
introducing the vaccine to children.  

7-11-21 Angela DiRosa- 
Program Manager
WNY Problem Gambling 
Resource Center

Health and Gambling 
Addictions

This program gave an overlook into 
gambling addiction.  It discussed the 
warning signs and what to look out for if 
you suspect a loved one might have an 
addiction.  It also took a deep dive into 
Mental Health implications and suicide 



risks for those dealing with the 
addiction. Angela also discussed the 
correlation between substance abuse 
and gambling addiction and the impact it 
can have on families.  

7-18-21 Chris Kreiger, President and Co-
Founder of WNY Heroes

Health, Local 
Economy, Veteran 
Affairs

This program looked into the lack of 
support from the Government for 
Veterans Services and the impact it is 
having on local Western New York 
Veterans and their families.  It breaks 
down the need for help for PTSD, 
service dogs to assist these veterans, 
emotional support and family counseling 
dealing with post service. Chris 
discussed how WNY Heroes is a 
program to help with all of those 
services free of charge when they are 
having trouble receiving it elsewhere. 

7-25-21 Marianne Hites, Wildlife 
Rehabilitator for Messinger 
Woods

Education and Wildlife 
Rehabilitation

This program discussed promotion 
awareness of wildlife conservation and 
rehabilitation.  Marianne discussed the 
steps to take when you come across an 
injured animal and species indigenous 
to Western New York. Messinger 
Woods survives strictly on donations for 
its Wildlife hospital.  

8-1-21 Melinda DuBois, Exec Dir of 
Mental Health Advocates of 
Western New York

Mental Health, Covid-
19

This program discussed the increase in 
anxiety and stress related to the new 
Delta variant of the Corona Virus and 
how to focus on the positives we have 
learned while on lockdown.  Melinda 
also mentioned Simone Biles dropping 
out of some Olympic Challenges and 
how that can cause a positive affect on 
the stigma behind mental health and 
how it’s ok to not be ok. It’s just 
important to take care of yourself in that 
moment.  

8-8-21 Gwendolyn Bork, President of 
FOCUS Inc. 

Mental Health, Drug 
Abuse and Suicide in 
the Younger 
Generations

Gwendolyn of Focus Inc. (For Our 
Community Unity & Support Inc) 
discussed the impact of Covid-19 on the 
younger generation’s mental health as 
well as their goal to help prevent and 
reduce the prevalence of substance 
abuse among younger generations in 
Western New York.  They promoted 
their upcoming events that provide a 
safe, dry environment for these event 
goers to have a good time without being 
surrounded by negative influences, such 
as GLOFEST. 



8-15-21 Dr. Julias Adams, Executive 
Director, Buffalo Educational 
Opportunity Center

Education Dr. Adams discussed what the Buffalo 
Educational Opportunities Center is and 
what it does. The BEOC provides 
academic, vocational and career 
services for Western New Yorkers with 
over 20 programs offered days, 
evenings and weekends.  This program 
focuses mainly on the Buffalo minority 
as well as those impacted communities 
within the Buffalo Market. 

8-22-21 Attorney Lindy Korn Sexual harassment 
and Discrimination 

Lindy Korn discussed sexual 
harassment and discrimination mainly in 
the workplace. Examples used within 
the discussion were cases similar to 
those of Andrew Cuomo and other high-
profile individuals.  Lindy touched on the 
different types of harassment and 
discrimination one can experience 
within the workplace such as Age, Sex, 
Gender, Pregnancy and Retaliation. 

8-29-21 Dr. Geraldine Bard – Buff State 
College

Literacy and Education/ 
Books for Kids 

Dr. Bard discussed the importance of 
literacy in children, especially in 
economically depressed cities such as 
Buffalo.  Bard brought up PROJECT 
FLIGHT, which is not-for-profit 
organization devoted to promoting 
literacy in children and caregivers 
through school and family literacy 
initiatives.  Project flight is supported by 
Townsquare Media.  

9-5-21 Melanie McGovern, Better 
Business Bureau of Upstate NY

Consumer Fraud With the creativity increasing and more 
individuals falling victim of fraud scams, 
Melanie discussed the different forms of 
scams one can encounter such as 
Venmo scams, Gift Card Scams, the 
popular IRS and car warranty phone 
scams, even charitable giving 
(hurricanes, tornados, wildfires etc.).  
Melanie discussed the ways to avoid 
these scams and what to look out for to 
not fall victim. 

9-12-21 Kimberly LaRussa, PR Director 
Ten Lives Club Of Buffalo

Humane Treatment of 
Cats, Overpopulation

Kimberly touched on the sometimes-
inhumane treatment of cats as well as 
the difference in treatment than dogs 
and other pets.  With shelters and 
fosters filling with cats, Kimberly 
discusses the importance of spaying 
and neutering of your pets to help 
control the population whether it be in 
shelters or on the street.  To help 
support the Ten Lives Club, Kimberly 
mentioned her events that she has 



coming up to fund their initiatives and 
organization. 

9-26-21 Ashley Ayers, Senior Recruiter 
Girl Scouts of WNY

Diversity, Female 
Empowerment  

The Girl Scouts not only in Western 
New York, but around the country 
focuses on preparing young girls for a 
lifetime of leadership and success in a 
safe, fun environment.  The Girl scouts 
promotes a strong sense of self, positive 
attitudes, problem solving, among plenty 
of other positive qualities for young 
ladies.  Ashley discussed how they are 
looking for volunteers who will promote 
the same values as well as 
opportunities for new memberships. 


