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WTVW FCC ISSUES QUARTERLY REPORT (4TH QUARTER 2012) 

Here is an overview of community issues provided by WTVW Local from October 1, 

2012, through December 31, 2012. 

 

Evansville-Vanderburgh County Consolidation Vote 
 In November of 2012 Vanderburgh County voters went to the ballot box to vote on whether 

Evansville city and Vanderburgh county offices should merge. 

 Oct. 1 – Both supporters and opponents of consolidation attempted to get the word out to voters 

at the West Side Nut Club fall Festival. 

 Oct. 12 – Talked to farmer Larry Kron about why he opposes consolidation, and we talked to 

Ann Ennis about why she supports it. 

 Oct. 13 – Opponents of consolidation brought in Pastor Steven Smith from Harmon Baptist 

Church in Louisville.  He says money once earmarked for the inner city in Louisville has been going to 

the suburbs since Louisville merged. 

 Oct. 17 – Some residents who had voted early said the wording on the ballot for the 

consolidation question was confusing.  Talked to the County Clerk and people both for and against 

unification to clear up the confusion. 

 Oct. 18 – Covered the debate between CORE and Yes For Unification.  WEHT anchor Brad 

Byrd was the moderator for the debate. 

 Oct. 24 – CORE, Citizens Opposed to Reorganizing Evansville, unveils its first commercial, 

which claim consolidation will lead to more taxes and less representation. 

 Oct. 24 – CORE says campaign finance reports show more people are giving to it than to the 

“Yes for Unification” group.  Claims most of “Yes's” money is coming from corporations and outside 

interests while CORE is getting money from people in Vanderburgh County. 

 Oct. 25 – Vanderburgh County Commissioner Joe Kiefer says he spoke with officials from other 

cities where merger has been approved.  They tell him merger helps to attract business.  Anti-

consolidation groups from Indianapolis to say it's not necessarily the case. 

 Oct. 29 – The pro-consolidation group brought two University of Louisville researchers to town 

who studied Louisville both before and after consolidation.  They authored a 2011 study which found 

the merger improved the city's finances. 

 Nov. 4 – Opponents and supports of consolidation make their last minute pushes to sway voters 

on the consolidation issue. 

 Nov. 5 – Live on-air interview with a supporter and an opponent of consolidation.  Aired during 

the 9:00 newscast. 

 Nov. 6 – Vanderburgh County voters reject consolidation by a 3-to-1 margin. 

 
 
 

U.S. Senate Race: R- Richard Mourdock v. D - Joe Donnelly 
 One of the most closely watched U.S. Senate races this election year was in Indiana between 

Republican Richard Mourdock and Democrat Joe Donnelly. 



 Oct. 3 – Look at the amount of cash flowing into the race. 

 Oct. 4 – Donnelly met with senior citizens to talk about social security and Medicare issues. 

 Oct. 9 –Donnelly stops in Evansville to talk about his jobs plan. 

 Oct. 9 – Both candidates spending more than $300,000 on campaign ads. 

 Oct. 12 – Former President Bill Clinton campaigned in Indianapolis for Donnelly.  Clinton says 

Mourdock is an extremist and more worried about partisan politics than with getting something done. 

 Oct. 15 – Coverage of the U.S. Senate debate including Mourdock, Donnelly, and Libertarian 

Andrew Horning.  Much of the discussion involved bipartisanship, and who could work well with the 

new Congress and the new President. 

 Oct. 22 – Mitt Romney releases a campaign commercial in support of Mourdock. 

 Oct. 23 – Debate involving the 3 candidates.  Abortion is one of the issues discussed.  

Mourdock says life begins at conception, even when it involves rape.  Donnelly says religious 

institutions have a right not to go against their own beliefs when forced to do things like provide 

coverage for contraception. 

 Oct. 24 – Follow up to the U.S. Senate debate.  Talked with Mourdock and others about the 

issue of abortion in the race. 

 Oct. 25 – Mitt Romney says he still supports Richard Mourdock in Indiana's U.S. Senate race. 

 Oct. 25 – Mourdock further explained his views on abortion.  He says his words may have 

lacked clarity, he still abhors violence and rape, and he believes God does too. 

 Oct. 25 – Man on the street interviews with voters concerning their thoughts on Mourdock's 

comments about rape and abortion. 

 Oct. 29 – Supporters of Richard Mourdock hold a prayer vigil asking God to help Mourdock's 

campaign. 

 Oct. 29 – Donnelly and former Navy Secretary John Dalton meet with Navy veterans in 

Evansville to talk about his plans to help veterans if elected. 

 Oct. 31 – Spending between Mourdock & Donnelly tops $25 million 

 Nov. 1 – 5 minute interview with Joe Donnelly on the issues of the campaign.  Aired during the 

9:00 news.  Mourdock was invited, but he did not attend. 

 Nov. 6 – Donnelly defeats Mourdock 

 

 

Childhood Disease Awareness 
 Helping a child battle a terminal disease can be taxing for both the family and the parents, but 

there are also individuals who overcome their ailments to raise awareness and money to fight these 

diseases. 

 Oct. 3 – Cancun Restaurant in Henderson donates 20% of its sales that day to Lane Goodwin.  

Goodwin was previously diagnosed with terminal cancer. 

 Oct. 3 – 8 month old Hallie Spinks has neuroblastomia.  More than 240,000 people liked her 

page to learn more about the disease and what could be done about it. 

 Oct 3 – Patrons of the West Side Nut Club Fall Festival pose for a “Thumbs up for Lane 

Goodwin” picture, which will be posted to Goodwin's Facebook page to help with childhood cancer 

awareness. 

 Oct. 4 – Five Guys Burgers in Owensboro host a fund raiser for Lane Goodwin. 

 Oct. 8 – Lane Goodwin admitted to the hospital for more treatment of his cancer. 

 Oct. 15 – A yard sale in Bowling Green raised $700 for the Lane Goodwin fund. 

 Oct. 18 – Lane Goodwin lost his battle with cancer. 

 Oct. 18 – Review of Lane Goodwin's efforts to raise awareness about childhood cancer, and 



what people facing similar situations could do. 

 Dec. 11 – 20 year old Same Featherstone was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer.  He 

dedicated what time he has left to raising money to fight the disease and to raise public awareness about 

the disease. 

 Dec. 27 – A fundraiser organized by Sam Featherstone raises $200,000 for St. Jude's Children's 

Research Hospital. 

 

Indiana Governor's Race: R- Mike Pence v. D – John Gregg 
 Another hotly contested race was the race for Governor of Indiana, which pitted Republican 

Congressman Mike Pence against Democrat former Speaker of the House John Gregg. 

 Oct. 10 – Covered the debate involving Pence, Gregg, and Libertarian Rupert Boneham in 

which the candidates talked about how they would bring jobs to Indiana. 

 Oct. 11 – John Gregg campaigned in Posey County.  He said Indiana is on the wrong track with 

higher unemployment numbers and higher numbers of children qualifying for free or reduced lunches. 

 Oct. 17 – Covered the 2
nd

 debate involving the candidates for Governor.  Much of the discussion 

was on how the candidates would uphold the state and U.S. Constitution. 

 Oct. 23 – Mike Pence toured the Vo-Tech Center in Evansville where he said technical schools 

should become more of a priority 

 Oct. 25 – 3
rd

 Debate.  The issue of how much the state should be involved in a proposed coal 

gasification plant in Spencer County came up.  Both candidates said they were still researching the 

issue.  Both also said they would oppose efforts to legalize marijuana. 

 Nov. 2 – Pence says he would like to open up Indiana Government by posting more meeting 

notices on line in a central location.  Gregg says he would like to open up Indiana Government by 

posting more of the state's records on line. 

 Nov. 2 – Gregg makes several stops in the area to talk about his plans to bring jobs to Indian. 

 Nov. 6 – Pence defeats Gregg in the race for Indiana Governor. 

 

 

Assistance to the Needy 
 Nov. 9 – Media-thon to raise money for the American Red Cross's Superstorm Sandy 
relief effort. 
 Dec. 2 – Aired final hour of the Santa Clothes Club telethon  


