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ISSUE ONE: POLITICS

Eyewitness News followed this year's presidential election from the final campaign pushes to election 
day and beyond.

How the issue was treated on a local basis: In-depth coverage and live news stories.

Brad Byrd In-Depth: Dr. Robert Dion Reacts to Vice Presidential Debate
Guest: University of Evansville Political Science Department Chairman Dr. Robert Dion
October 4, 2016 
TRT: 8:32
Synopsis: Last week, Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump faced off in the first of three presidential 
debates. On Tuesday night, Americans got a better look at the two running mates as Republican Indiana 
Governor Mike Pence and Democratic Virginia Senator Tim Kaine took the stage for the one and only 
vice presidential debate at Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia. Brad Byrd sits down with Dr. 
Robert Dion, the chair of the Political Science Department at the University of Evansville, to break 
down the vice-presidential debate and discuss how it compared to the first presidential debate.

Brad Byrd In-Depth: Dr. Matt Hanka Recaps Final Presidential Debate
Guest: University of Southern Indiana Associate Professor of Political Science Dr. Matt Hanka
October 19, 2016 
TRT: 8:11
Synopsis: Election Day is less than three weeks away, as Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump faced off 
one last time in the final presidential debate in Las Vegas. Brad Byrd talks with Dr. Matt Hanka, an 
associate professor of political science at the University of Southern Indiana, about the final 
presidential debate and where the two candidates stand going into November.

Live Election Night Coverage
Nov. 8, 2016
TRT: 2:00 segments
Synopsis: Eyewitness News reporters provided live coverage of local races from party headquarters 
throughout our area. News coverage also included political commentary from local analysts. 

ISSUE TWO: Community

Eyewitness News is there for our veterans. Honor Flights throughout our community provide veterans 
the opportunity to see the capitol.

How the issue was treated: In-depth coverage.

Brad Byrd In-Depth: Scott Zoll, Paul Wheeler Preview Saturday's Honor Flight
Guests: Honor Flight of Southern Indiana bus captains Scott Zoll and Paul Wheeler



October 18, 2016 
TRT: 8:09
Synopsis: On Saturday, 85 local World War II and Korean War veterans will fly from Evansville 
Regional Airport to Washington, D.C. to visit war monuments and memorials. It's the fifth ever for 
Honor Flight of Southern Indiana. Brad Byrd sits down with Honor Flight bus captains Scott Zoll and 
Paul Wheeler to preview Saturday's Honor Flight. The veterans will arrive back at Evansville Regional 
Airport at approximately 8:30 p.m. on Saturday. There will be a big homecoming celebration at the 
airport's terminal to welcome back the veterans.

Eyewitness News provides coverage for events that show support for local veterans including 
Evansville’s Four Freedoms Veterans Parade.

How the issue was treated: In-depth coverage and news packages. 

1. Brad Byrd In-Depth: Garry Hisler Previews Four Freedoms Veterans Parade
Guest: Four Freedoms Veterans Parade Chairman Garry Hisler
November 10, 2016 
TRT: 6:51
Synopsis: On Friday, November 11, we honor the men and women who fought for our country 
to protect our freedoms. And on Saturday, Evansville will host its annual Four Freedoms 
Veterans Parade. Brad Byrd sits down with Garry Hisler to preview the parade this weekend. It 
runs from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. and will be along W. Franklin St. this year.

2. Veterans Celebrate Four Freedoms Veterans Parade
November 12, 2016
TRT: 1:45
Synopsis: Veterans Day celebrations continue with the Four Freedoms Veterans Parade on West 
Franklin Street. As supporters flood the streets, they are reminded of the freedom we have.

Eyewitness News highlights a Tri-State native who many consider a war hero who was stripped of his 
rank. As family descendants fight for Husband Kimmel’s honor, our team highlights the Pearl Harbor 
veteran.

How the issue was treated: In-depth coverage and news packages.

1. Brad Byrd In-Depth: Manning Kimmel Talks Restoring Grandfather's Name
Guest: Admiral Husband Kimmel's grandson Manning Kimmel
December 1, 2016
TRT: 9:41
Synopsis: 
On Saturday, December 3, the Henderson Kentucky War Memorial Foundation will honor a 
Tri-State native and an important Navy admiral. A life-sized bronze statue of Admiral Husband 
Kimmel will be unveiled on the Henderson riverfront. Kimmel was commander of the U.S. 
Pacific fleet during the bombing of Pearl Harbor. He was demoted to a two-star admiral and 
retired heartbroken in disgrace, but his family has worked to restore his name and honor. The 
statue unveiling coincides with the 75th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor. Brad Byrd sits down with 
Husband Kimmel's grandson, Manning Kimmel, to discuss the family’s long effort to restore 
the name and honor of the admiral. Manning Kimmel talks about a new book just released 
called "A Matter of Honor" written by Anthony Summers and Robbyn Swan, which discusses 



how the American government used Admiral Kimmel and Army General Walter Short. The 
family has set up a petition on kimmelpetition.com asking people for their signatures to restore 
Husband Kimmel's ranking.

2. Manning Kimmel tells grandfather’s story to high school students 
Dec. 2, 2016
TRT: 1:00
Synopsis: It may seem like ancient history to high school students, but the family of Admiral 
Husband Kimmel is making sure his story is not forgotten.

3. City of Henderson Unveils Husband Kimmel Memorial Statue
Dec. 3, 2016
TRT: 1:45
Synopsis: Today the family of commander Admiral Husband Kimmel, a Henderson native, not 
only remembered him, but unveiled a statue in his honor.

ISSUE THREE: BUSINESS

Uber, a national ride sharing service, makes plans to come to Evansville providing city residents an 
alternative to taxis and public transportation. 

How the issue was treated: news package.

Uber comes to Evansville
Dec. 1, 2016
TRT: 2:00
Synopsis: After years of seemingly flirting with the Evansville market, the popular ride-sharing service 
Uber announced Thursday that it would be expanding its UberX service into the River City in early 
2017, perhaps as early as February.

A grocery store relocates to what many consider to be a “dying” shopping complex. As the store opens, 
many other businesses are attracted to complex.

How the issue was treated: news package.

New Schnucks opens in Evansville
Oct. 12, 2016
TRT: 2:00
Synopsis: For years, the Lawndale Shopping Center along South Green River Road in Evansville was 
pockmarked with empty store fronts with 'available' signs affixed to the windows. It was a far cry from 
the bustling and booming retail district it was prior to the construction and opening of Eastland Mall. 
However, with the addition of a new Schnuck's grocery store and several other new businesses, the 
Lawndale Shopping Center is poised for a renaissance.

As Kmart and Sears locations continue to close around the nation, an announcement hits close to home 
with one Owensboro store coming to a close. 

How the issue was treated: news story. 

https://www.change.org/p/urge-the-president-to-restore-the-ranks-of-kimmel-and-short-and-right-a-wrong-done-75-years-ago


Owensboro Kmart slated to close its doors
Dec. 28, 2016
TRT: 1:00
Synopsis: Kmart confirms to Eyewitness News one of its stores in Owensboro will be closing down in 
mid-March, leaving a number of employees without jobs.

ISSUE FOUR: CRIME/LAW ENFORCEMENT

Three generations of a family are killed in DUI crash after a driver was allegedly on his way back to 
Jasper from a tailgating party at IU.

How the issue was treated: news package.

Newburgh Family Killed in DUI Crash
Dec. 21, 2016
TRT: 2:00
Synopsis: A Jasper, Indiana man is charged with DUI that resulted in a car crash that led to the deaths 
of three members of a Newburgh family.

An Illinois man is charged with raping and murdering a young girl in a small town.

How the issue was treated: live news package.

Glen Ramey Charged in Olney Girl’s Rape, Murder
Nov. 25, 2016
TRT: 1:45
Synopsis: A community remembers the life of an Olney girl murdered, while coming to terms with 
what happened.

Eyewitness News has learned four Evansville Police officers have been placed on paid administrative 
leave.

How the issue was treated: live news package

Four Officers Suspended Following Release of Body Cam Arrest Video
Nov. 3, 2016
TRT: 2:00
Four EPD officers are suspended after body camera video is released by the chief of police, 
highlighting how the officers handled an arrest that left one officer exposed to a syringe containing 
meth. 

ISSUE FIVE: HEALTH/HEALTHCARE

It's something she has wanted for as long as she could remember. With her prayers left unanswered, she 
is now putting her hope into a procedure. It's her one last chance at a child of her own.



How the issue was treated: 30-minute special within hour long newscasts made up from individual 
news packages.

Hoping for a Miracle
Dec. 26, 2016
TRT: 30:00
Synopsis: For months, Eyewitness News has been following our own new photographer Ashley 
Matulis on her journey from infertility to motherhood. It's not been an easy road, but the journey is one 
we are happy to share with you

An oncology office announces its plans to come to Evansville. 

How the issue was treated: news package.

Oncology Office Announces Plans to Open in Evansville
Dec. 13, 2016
TRT: 1:45
Synopsis: Evansville Mayor Lloyd Winnecke and McKesson Specialty Health announced that 
McKesson will expand its operations to Evansville in early 2017. 

A dialysis center is scheduled to come to a much-needed area of Evansville.

How the issue was treated: news package.

Dialysis Center comes to Evansville
Dec. 6, 2016
TRT: 1:45
Synopsis: City officials signed a lease Tuesday morning, bringing a new dialysis center to North Main 
Street. The plan is to make dialysis more accessible for the Jacobsville area, which has one of the 
highest levels of kidney disease in the Tri-State.


