
WFSU/WFSG-TV, Tallahassee/Panama City, FL 
QUARTERLY PROGRAM TOPIC REPORT 

LOCAL PROGRAMMING 
7/1/19 – 9/30/19 

(Please see attached CHILDREN’S REPORT for  
the educational and informational needs of children) 

 
 
CAPITOL UPDATE – Sundays at 10:30am 
Capitol Update is a weekly half-hour program that explains the most significant developments in 
Florida’s Legislative, Judicial and Executive branches - in everyday terms.  Through in-depth 
reporting, regularly occurring segments – such as “Budget Watch” and “Bill Track” – and live 
interviews, Capitol Update provides viewers across the state with a clear, concise and balanced 
view of state government in action.  
 

7/7 - #2218    Capitol Update Special Edition: It’s A Law 

Topics this week include:  More than 100 new laws took effect July 1st – including the nearly 91 

billion dollar budget – the largest in state history;  Soon after the Legislature’s version of 

Amendment 4 was signed into law, organizations filed suit against the bill that determines which 

felons would be eligible to vote;  Lawmakers pledged to make big changes to the health care 

system – several bills they passed becoming law that they say will lower costs and improve 

access. 

7/14 - #2219    Topics this week include:  The Department of Education released its annual list of 

school grades, showing more A and B schools and fewer rated F;  Florida A & M University held a 

forum to answer questions and update the public on medical marijuana research and rules;  The 

Florida Forest Service is working to track and control the Southern pine beetle, which has 

ravaged pine stands in parts of the state. 

7/21 - #2220    Topics this week include:  The State Board of Education met in Polk County, 

taking a look at the latest school grades, school turnaround plans, and mental health education;  

At their next meeting, the Florida Cabinet is scheduled to review a report from a state 

investigation that says the head of the Office of Financial Regulation violated agency policy;  

University of South Florida anthropologists returned to the former Dozier School for Boys to dig 

up what might be more human remains. 

7/28 - #2221    Topics this week include: The Governor and Cabinet voted to fire Ronald Rubin, 

Commissioner of the Office of Financial Regulation, after claims of sexual harassment and 

improper behavior;  A judge refused to dismiss a lawsuit challenging the validity of a new law that 

eliminates the Miami-Dade Expressway Authority;  Researchers at the University of Florida report 

that introducing Texas cougars into the Florida panther population is improving the genetic 

resilience of the panthers. 

8/4 - #2222    Topics this week include:  The state Surgeon General declared a public health 

emergency because the Hepatitis A outbreak is only getting worse;  Back to school preparations 

around the state include a sales tax holiday for school supplies;  The Blue-Green Algae Task 

Force created by the Governor discussed the impact of Florida’s 2.5 million septic tanks on algae 

blooms. 
 
    

 



CAPITOL UPDATE continued 

 

8/11 - #2223    Topics this week include: State leaders on both sides of the aisle responded to the 

mass shootings in El Paso and Dayton;  A judge ruled that a new law eliminating the Miami-Dade 

Expressway Authority is unconstitutional;  The South Florida Water Management District voted to 

add dozens of additional water testing stations to test for pollution that contributes to algae 

blooms. 
 

8/18 - #2224    Topics this week include:  As kids went back to school in most districts, the 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Public Safety Commission put pressure on schools that are still not in 

compliance with public safety laws enacted after the Parkland shooting;  State and federal 

officials gathered in Panama City for a U.S. Senate hearing on Hurricane Michael recovery;  State 

economists continued analyzing the potential financial impact of proposed Constitutional 

Amendments, including one that would ban assault weapons and another that would allow all 

voters to vote in primaries regardless of party affiliation. 
 

8/25 - #2225    Topics this week include:  Firearms are in the spotlight once again – as House 

Democrats call for a special session on gun violence and state economists pore over the 

economic impacts of a proposed constitutional amendment that seeks to ban assault weapons;  A 

crowded room at the Board of Education meeting hoping to hear more about teacher pay 

increases in a state budget request instead heard plans for teacher bonuses and incentives;  The 

Governor announced Florida will soon be part of a voter registration network with 29 other states 

that compares voter rolls to catch duplicate registrations. 
 

9/1 - #2226    Topics this week include:  The Governor declared a state of emergency for the 

entire state of Florida as Hurricane Dorian approached;  Task force groups organized to make 

recommendations on new multiple-use corridors – including three major toll highways – met for 

the first time;  The Florida Supreme Court heard oral arguments for and against language voters 

would see on the ballot if a constitutional amendment that would change utility regulation in the 

state gets enough signatures. 
 

9/8 - #2227    Topics this week include:  As Hurricane Dorian moved north to the Carolinas, 

Florida’s Emergency Operations Center downgraded their activation level;  The Governor and 

other state officials provided relief efforts to the Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian devastated parts 

of the island nation;  State economists continued analyzing the potential financial impact of a 

proposed Constitutional Amendment that would place a ban on assault weapons. 
 

9/15 - #2228    Topics this week include: The Joint Legislative Budget Commission received a 

report highlighting the state’s projected finances over the next three years;  State economists 

finalized the potential financial impact of a proposed Constitutional Amendment that would place 

a ban on assault weapons;  Several counties listened to constituent’s concerns at Legislative 

Delegation meetings as they get ready to return to the Capitol for committee weeks. 
 

9/22 - #2229    Topics this week include:  Lawmakers returned to Tallahassee for the first of 

several committee weeks leading up to the early start of the 2020 session;  Floridians discussed 

and debate on the Guardian Program in the Board of Education commission meeting;  State 

Representative Chris Sprowls addressed the Florida House of Representatives after he was 

elected to lead the house chamber. 
 
 
 
 



CAPITOL UPDATE continued 
 

9/29 - #2230    Topics this week include: In four weeks the Senate will hold a special session to 

consider whether former Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel should get his job back;  Florida’s 

Blue-Green Algae Task Force, issued their first draft report that concluded, among other things, 

that massive algae blooms are a threat to public health;  Senate Minority Leader Audrey Gibson 

asked the Governor and Cabinet to reconsider choosing John MacIver to lead the Division of 

Administrative hearings as chief judge.  
  
 
 
 
 
FLORIDA CROSSROADS – Thursdays at 8:30pm/Repeats Sundays at 11am 
Florida Crossroads is a weekly program produced by the Florida Channel that highlights some of 
the unique stories in the lives of Floridians.  
 
7/7 - #3201    Off the Beaten Path 
What does an enchanted forest have to do with a safe house for shipwreck survivors? Or a family 
roadside fruit stand with the rumored Fountain of Youth or home of big cats? Stories of these 
unique places can be found in the latest edition of our series within a series called Off the Beaten 
Path. 
 
7/11 & 7/14 - #3202    Flying for Education 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
For more than 40 years, the Sun n’ Fun International Fly-in and Expo in Lakeland has attracted 
aviation enthusiasts from around the world. The annual event is considered to be the largest 
convention in the state, but its purpose has evolved into educating the next generation of thrill 
seekers. Florida Crossroads explores its mission in Flying for Education. 
 
7/18 & 7/21 - #3203    Sun Power in the Sunshine State 
Produced by Melissa Klinzing 
Florida gets more sunshine every day than most states, but a number of other states – including 
New Jersey and North Carolina – far surpass Florida in solar energy generation. Florida produces 
less than 1% of its electricity using solar energy. In this edition of Florida Crossroads, we look at 
the factors that have kept the Sunshine State from leading the pack in solar energy, and some of 
the work underway to encourage solar generation at utility scale and on individual homes and 
businesses. 
 
7/25 & 7/28 - #3204    Behind the Drive: Florida License Plates 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
Inside one of the most guarded prisons in the state of Florida, a select group of inmates spends 
the daytime hours making what Florida drivers can’t live without. On this week’s Florida 
Crossroads, we take you behind bar and Behind the Drive to see how license plates are made in 
Florida. 
 
8/1 & 8/4 - #3205    Florida’s Underground Railroad 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
Centuries before a secret network formed to help slaves escape to northern states and Canada, 
the Underground Railroad ran south. As early as 1587, Spain’s La Florida was reported to be a 
safe haven for freedom seekers resisting enslavement. In this Florida Crossroads, we remember 
those Southern Routes to Freedom and the unique group of African descendants called Gullah 
Geechee who are still fighting to preserve their identity in America. 
 
 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS continued 
 
8/8 & 8/11 - #3206    Preserving the Natural Florida  
Produced by Rebecca Baer 
Many people have heard of the state’s current land conservation program, Florida Forever. While 
it was launched in 2001, efforts to preserve environmentally sensitive land go back much further. 
In this episode of Florida Crossroads, we’ll review the history of land conservation in Florida, 
explore how these programs typically work and highlight some of the environmental treasures 
that have been saved from development. 
 
8/15 & 8/18 - #3207    Living Music: Exotic Rhythms of Life in Florida 
Produced by Theresa Marsenburg 
In some neighborhoods the exotic rhythms of Greek bouzouki players, Cuban batá drummers and 

Haitian rada percussionists immediately transport listeners to foreign villages and tribes. Folk 

Music cracks the door open to the rich traditions that are woven into the daily lives of those who 

call Florida home. Three musicians named Florida Master Folk Artists give audiences a glimpse 

into their diverse cultures and sacred ceremonies in Living Music: Exotic Rhythms of Life in 

Florida. 

8/22 & 8/25 - #3208    Florida Remembers: Hurricane Katrina 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
Nearly 15 years ago, Hurricane Katrina skirted South Florida before churning through the waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico and striking our neighbors to the West. With hurricane experience, hundreds 
of Florida’s first responders traveled to Mississippi not only to help but to give back. In our 
ongoing series, Florida Crossroads talks to Floridians who made the journey and Mississippians 
who remember how Florida helped after Katrina. 
 
8/29 & 9/1 - #3209    USS Observation Island: Space Ship at Sea 
Produced by Melissa Klinzing 
USS Observation Island was the only Navy ship home-ported at Port Canaveral during the space 
program through Apollo and the only surface ship in the world that could fire its own ballistic 
missiles into space. In this episode of Florida Crossroads, we look at the mission of the 
Observation Island and its crew as they tested and perfected missiles eventually deployed on 
American submarines around the world; how the military and the civilian space programs evolved 
together at the Cape, sharing discoveries and technology; and why the Observation Island played 
such a major role in civilian life at the Space Coast and in the lives of its crew. 
 
9/5 & 9/8 - #3210    Florida Remembers: The 2004 Hurricane Season 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
Charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne-- four names many Floridians know well. In 2004, those four 

powerful hurricanes hit the state leaving behind destruction from Pensacola to Key West all in a 

matter of six weeks. Krysta Brown revisits Floridians impacted by the storms in another segment 

of our history series Florida Remembers: The 2004 Hurricane Season. 

 
9/12 & 9/15 - #3211    Hurricane Irma: One Year Later 
Produced by Krysta Brown, Cody O’Hara and Rebecca Baer 
The world watched as Hurricane Irma struck Florida not once but twice in September of 2017. 
While parts of the Florida Keys and Southwest Florida will never look the same, the powerful 
storm also prompted the largest evacuation in Florida history, devastated Florida’s agriculture 
community with its track up the middle of the state and caused unexpected flooding in Northeast 
Florida.  In Hurricane Irma: One Year later, our team of producers recalls what happened after 
Irma and revisits some of those hardest hit areas one year later. 
 
 
 



FLORIDA CROSSROADS continued 
 
9/19 & 9/22 - #3212    Hurricane Andrew: A Look Back 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
More than twenty-five years ago, Hurricane Andrew slammed into South Florida leveling more 
than 25,000 homes and leaving close to 200,000 people homeless in a matter of hours. As the 
2018 Atlantic Hurricane Season continues, Florida Crossroads talks to the people who lived 
through one of the worst natural disasters in our nation’s history in Hurricane Andrew: A Look 
Back. 
 
9/26 & 9/29 - #3213    Hurricane Andrew: Lessons Learned 
Produced by Krysta Brown 
When Hurricane Andrew struck South Florida in 1992, it was considered the worst natural 
disaster in US history. The emergency management community found itself unprepared. Since 
then, Florida has worked at building what is known today as the best emergency management 
system in the country. In Hurricane Andrew: Lessons Learned, Krysta Brown revisits what 
happened in the days, weeks, months and years after Andrew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCAL ROUTES – Third Thursdays at 8pm/Repeats Sunday at 10am 
Local Routes is a half-hour television program that takes viewers on a monthly journey to explore 
authentic northwest Florida and south Georgia. From history, to the environment, to the 
fascinating and often hidden gems that make up our culture, Local Routes looks at where we’ve 
been, where we’re going, and the interesting people, places and things along the way.   (Note: 
LOCAL ROUTES returns from summer hiatus on September 26.) 
 
9/26 & 9/29 - #501   
Explore the history of the Smokey Hollow community in Tallahassee and its impact on opinions 
about development and urban renewal. Other stories include:  The push for development and the 
efforts to save trees that live centuries and American Graduate looks at health care careers; What 
a high school student did on her summer vacation to learn more about careers. 
 
 
 
 
FSU HEADLINES – Second Friday 7:30pm of each month, repeats the following Sunday at 
11:30am.   
 
7/12 & 7/14    The Mag Lab breaks a world record! 
More news includes:  The new head baseball coach is introduced;  FSU Academic Dive Program 
is showcased; Experiental learning takes center stage at FSU. 
 
8/9 & 8/11    Graduation 
Florida State celebrates the class of 2019 during Summer Commencement.  More news includes:  
National champs back on the soccer field;  FSUPD wins a statewide award;  FSU celebrates a 
record research year… again! 
 
9/13 & 9/15    Top 20 
Florida State University joins the nation’s Top 20.  More news includes:  National soccer champs 
into the heart of the season;  FSUPD welcomes new Chief;  FSU College of Medicine students 
get their white coats. 
 



SPECIAL PROGRAMMING: 
 
FSU OPERA: Of Mice and Men  (2 hours) 
Aired Sunday, 8/4 at 1pm 
 
WHAT’S NEXT?: Soft Skills  (1 hour) 
Aired Thursday, 9/12 at 7pm   
 


