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WETA-FM and WGMS-FM cover areas of interest for the greater Washington, Frederick and Hagerstown
communities through broadcasts produced by NPR and PBS. These programs are selected for quality and
appropriate content, presentation and technical excellence, with our audience - real and potential - in mind.

We continue to broadcast NPR’s “From the Top.” From the Top is a non-profit organization that encourages and
celebrates the commitment of young people to music and the arts through a variety of media, including
nationally broadcast radio shows. The show aims to entertain, educate and connect young musicians, their
parents and teachers. It features young musicians who, along with the host, Chris O’Reilly, demonstrate that
classical music has a place in youth culture.

We also continue to broadcast PBS’ NewsHour, a news program hosted by Gwen Ifill and Judy Woodruff that
airs each weekday from 7-8 PM. NewsHour presents coverage of a wide range of subjects, as below:

A federal appeals court began the quarter by striking down several of North Carolina’s voting laws that were
intentionally designed to discriminate against black voters. The court said, “the new provisions target African-
Americans with almost surgical precision,” and that these voting rules impose cures for problems that didn’t exist.

Since 2008, 10 states, almost all governed by Republican legislatures, have passed laws tightening the
requirements for the kinds of 1.D. you need in order to vote, or made other changes to when and how votes get
cast. But several federal courts have now ruled that some of those laws are discriminatory. For example, a federal
judge blocked North Dakota’s voter I.D. law, saying it impinged on the rights of Native Americans. The judge wrote
“No eligible voter, regardless of their station in life, should be denied the opportunity to vote.” Another court
ruled that Texas’ voter-1.D. laws also hurt minority voters, and they ordered the laws be changed before
November. Saying “It would be untenable to permit a law with a discriminatory effect to remain in operation for
this election. University of California, Irvine ‘s Professor of Law, Rick Hasen, says “Every state has some way of
identifying voters, but if you narrow the number of identifications that are acceptable, and a lot of people don't
have those 1.D.s, you run the risk of disenfranchising people who are otherwise eligible to vote.”

The Obama administration revised up the number of troops it plans to keep in Afghanistan by the end of the year.
With a current force of 10,000 there, President Obama said he will reduce the number to only 8,400 in order to
respend to increased threats from the Taliban, breaking plans to pull out thousands more.

From the passing of a professional golfer to what is becoming a long list in deadly police shootings, our nation
mourns.

In National News, we say goodbye to Arnold Palmer a pro-golfer with a ferocious swing and a magnetic personality
who helped turn golf into a major television sport —and even had a drink name for him. His golfing career
consisted of 67 victories, seven of which were major championships. This legend will be remembered as a
charismatic sports star who changed golf.

Meanwhile, in what has become a long list, New York, Chicago, Minneapolis, Oakland, Baton Rouge, Ferguson
communities are grappling with an ongoing, enormous debate over police shootings, protest violence and social
justice.



There are calls for a federal investigation into the police shooting of Terence Crutcher in Tulsa Oklahoma. After his
car stalled, video footage showed Crutcher, an unarmed black man walking away from police, arms raised, before
being shot. Meanwhile, protests boiled over in Charlotte, North Carolina, within hours of the fatal shooting of 43-
year old Keith Lamont Scott. His sister said he was unarmed, but the officers say he did have a gun. Then Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, 37-year old Alton Sterling was shot by an officer responding to a disturbance call. But a cell
phone video that caught part of the altercation has led many to ask whether the shooting was justified. While
Dallas mourns the death of five police officers whose lives were ended by way of a sniper’s ambush. Dr. Brian
Williams of Parkland Memorial Hospital says, “This killing, it has to stop, black men dying and being forgotten,
people retaliating against the people that are sworn to defend us. We have to come together and end all this.”

For 20 years, the man at the helm of Fox News was its CEO and founder Roger Ailes. On Thursday, July 21% Ailes
stepped down after former anchor Gretchen Carlson filed a sexual harassment suit against him. Ailes denied the
charges.

The sharp gain in median household income last year, one of largest increases on record, may also signal a turning
point in the decades-old disconnect between middle-class earnings and overall economic growth. In 49 states,
median income increased at a faster rate than per capita gross domestic product, according to a Stateline analysis
of census data and figures from the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. The one exception was new Jersey, which is
feeling the effects of a slumping casino industry, declining interest in suburban office parks and many
communities” slow recovery from Super storm Sandy in 2012. Mark Perry, a University of Michigan economist,
pointed out that the median income measure may be misleading, because it doesn’t capture other forms of
compensation, such as health insurance and stock options. “Even during the years when median household
income was stagnant, I’m sure the median household compensation was rising,” Perry said.

In International News, the 93-year old former president and prime minister, Shimon Peres, passed away. The
funeral service drew delegations from 75 countries and even temporarily united adversaries. After shaking hands
with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu eulogized his former rival
as a “great man.”

In Politics, since the hacking of the Democratic National Committee, there has been growing concern about cyber-
manipulation of election results this November. Voter registration databases in lllinois and Arizona were
penetrated in June forcing them to temporarily shut down. FBI Director James Comey told Congress there had
been new attempts against several other voter databases. U.S. intelligence official pointed the finger at Russsian-
government-linked hackers, though would not say so publicly.

This third quarter finds the election campaigns well under way. Donald Trump, an American businessman,
television personality, author, politician and Mike Pence, Governor of Indiana accepting the Republican Party
nomination for President and Vice President. Hillary Rodham Clinton, accepted the Democratic Party’s nomination
for President of the United States along with her running mate and nominee for Vice President, Senator Tim Kaine
during the Democratic National Convention.

As each team gears up for the upcoming debates, both have endured and given their share of mud-slinging while
speaking out on issues that appear to follow them through this campaign: tax-filing disclosure, classified emails,
personal health records, planned parenthood, gun-lobbying, national security and charitable giving to name a few.
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