
Descriptions of WNWO local news programming dealing with Community Issues 

April 2015 – June 2015 

CRIME 

4/1/15 - Agents from the IRS are warning area residents about a scam in which people claiming 

to be IRS agents are calling taxpayers demanding money.  So far this year, the scam has netted 

the con artists millions of dollars.  IRS Agency President Dick Epstein says he has spoken to a 

number of people who live in the Toledo area who really thought they were contacted by a 

legitimate agent.  Epstein says one of the reasons why the scam has worked is because your 

caller ID shows area code 202, which is the Washington, DC area code, but the person is not 

actually calling from our nation’s capital.  He says the call is likely coming from a scam artist in 

India.  Epstein says the IRS will never call to demand immediate payment or threaten to bring 

the police to your house if you do not make an immediate payment. 

 

4/7/15 - Perrysburg police say a 77-year-old man shot his 55-year-old stepdaughter at the 

Waterford Senior Living Center near Levis Commons.  People in the community say they are 

shocked because Perrysburg is known for its quiet neighborhoods and low crime rate.  Around 

3:00pm, police entered the residence of 77-year-old Henry T. Bond and discovered that 55-

year-old Brenda Walls had been shot.  Walls was later identified as the stepdaughter of Bond.  

She was transported to the University of Toledo Medical Center for treatment.  Bond was 

arrested and has been charged with felonious assault. 

 

4/9/15 - Chicken worth more than 3,000 dollars is now gone from a Kentucky Fried Chicken on 

Monroe Street in Toledo.  Toledo Police say an unknown suspect broke into an outdoor 

refrigerated storage shed and got away with ten cases of chicken.  They say a metal pipe that 

was used to pry a lock off the shed door was recovered at the scene.  The incident is under 

investigation, but a store manager says three "disgruntled workers" were recently let go from 

the restaurant. 

 

 

 

GOVERNMENT 

4/7/15 - The process is underway to fill the vacancy on the Toledo City Council left by the death 

of Jack Ford.  People seeking to fill the vacancy had the chance to state their qualifications to 

the eleven current members of council.  There are 27 people vying for the job.  Each person was 

given two minutes in council chambers to say why they should be chosen.  Most of the 

candidates are virtual unknowns.  There were of handful of people on the list who have sought 

elected positions in Toledo before.  29-year-old Sean Nestor ran unsuccessfully for an At-Large 

City Council position in 2013.  Former civil servant Michael Konwinski ran for mayor in 2013 and 

lost.  The most well-known of the 27 though, is Dr. Cecilia Adams, who is the president of the 



Toledo Public Schools Board of Education.  City Council members will vote April 14
th

 on who will 

fill the vacant seat. 

 

5/6/15 – Several local school districts are celebrating wins after yesterday's special election.  

Springfield, Rossford, and Genoa schools had their levies and emergency funding requests 

approved by voters.  The mood is not so bright when it comes to Woodmore Schools.  Both 

issues there were defeated at the polls.  

 

5/20/15 - Sandy Drabik Collins, widow of the late mayor D. Michael Collins, announced her 

candidacy for Toledo Mayor today.  She is the third candidate in the running to fill the 

remaining two years of her husband's term.  He passed away in February.  She made the 

announcement from inside the same office her husband used as his campaign headquarters 

when he ran for mayor in 2013.  Collins says she is worried about the direction the city is 

heading.  Although she has been a registered Republican for years, Collins is now running as an 

Independent in this campaign. 

 

6/28/15 Senior advisors say Ohio Governor John Kasich will announce next month his plans to 

run for president in the 2016 election.  Kasich is expected to formally announce his plans on 

July 21
st

 at his alma mater, Ohio State University.  Kasich would run as Republican, with more 

than a dozen competitors who have already thrown their hat in the ring. 

 

 

 

ECONOMY 

4/7/15 - Officials with the City of Toledo say they will begin filing lawsuits against drivers who 

have fines from red light traffic cameras.  Before they file, they will offer an amnesty period to 

help drivers pay those fines.  Beginning today, ticketed motorists will be allowed to pay their 

fines at a discount.  Anyone who has multiple citations or late fees is responsible for just two-

thirds of the total of all fees combined.  The rest will be forgiven.  Toledo City Law Director 

Adam Loukx says he hopes the amnesty will help collect a portion of the millions of dollars the 

city has in outstanding fines.  The amnesty period ends June 7
th

..  

 

4/24/15 - The site of the old movie theater on Secor Road in west Toledo is getting another 

tenant.  A groundbreaking ceremony took place today for an upcoming Holiday Inn Express and 

Suites on Secor near Central Avenue.  The hotel will bring in 40 jobs for the City of Toledo and 

new development surrounding the hotel will also bring more job opportunities.  Holiday Inn 

Express owner Jon Roumaya says, “When we bought the site, we bought all thirteen-acres and 

developed all thirteen-acres.  There's actually a big box store coming up front with another 

20,000 square feet of retail that we're going to be making an announcement about in just a few 

months that will create more jobs.”  The hotel will be open sometime next year. 

 

 



5/13/15 -- Officials with the City of Toledo announced plans today to open six pools and one 

splash pad this summer.  Toledo Mayor Paula Hicks-Hudson says Promedica Healthcare System, 

The Andersons, Northwest Ohio Building Trades, Fifth Third Bank, and Spartan Logistics are 

helping to pay for the upkeep.  Last year, some pools almost didn't open because of lack of 

funding. 

 

5/18/15 - Point Place residents and community leaders are urging the Toledo City Council to 

vote on a variance that would allow for the re-opening of a vacant gas station.  Ashland-

Bancroft is prepared to invest about 1.5 million dollars into the empty convenience store and 

fuel station at 4644 North Summit Street.  The problem is a rule that prohibits two convenience 

stores from operating within 2,000 feet of one another.  Toledo City Council members will vote 

May 26
th

 on a pending request for a special use permit to operate a convenience store at that 

location. 

 

 

 

HEALTH 

4/1/15 - More than 100,000 patients in the United States are waiting for an organ donor.  

Today, the University of Toledo worked to help those patients in need.  The school has 

partnered with the Life Connection of Ohio and Community Tissue Services.  Together they will 

celebrate Donate Life month through April.  The school will host a series of outreach programs 

regarding tissue and organ donation.  Today was the first of the series, with local families 

speaking out about just how important donation is to them and to the recipients. One woman 

who lost her husband called him a hero because his organ donation saved three lives.  

Students, staff, and visitors are encouraged to attend the outreach programs. 

 

5/6/15 - Some of the most common items we routinely carry with us could be causing more 

harm than good.  Purses are breeding grounds for bacteria from being placed on filthy floors 

and counter tops at work, in restrooms, and at restaurants.  Cell phones and children's toys are 

other objects harboring germs from constantly being set down on contaminated surfaces.  In 

order to help reduce the risk of illness, the key is to routinely wipe down surfaces and personal 

items with disinfectant cleaners and wipes.  Doctor David Grossman with the Lucas County 

Health Department also recommends washing your hands with soap and water for a minimum 

of 15 seconds or use an alcohol based hand sanitizer. 

 

5/18/15 - Many residents have received a letter from the City of Toledo about a chlorine 

violation at the Collins Water Treatment Plant.  The report was sent out last week, indicating 

the city's public water system does not meet treatment requirements.  Councilwomen Lindsay 

Webb and Theresa Gabriel questioned the administration at a meeting held tonight.  Webb 

asked why the information was not released sooner.  She says she asked the plant's vice 

chairman back in April to release the report.  Webb says utility officials admitted they should 

have informed the media.  According to the letter, officials have determined the cause of the 



problem and are trying to fix it.  The situation doesn't require immediate action, but anyone 

with a compromised immune system, infants and some elderly people may be at increased risk.  

If you're in one of these groups, you should consult your health care provider. 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

4/2/15 – Ohio Governor John Kasich signed into law a new bill aimed at improving and 

maintaining the quality of the state's drinking water.  The governor signed Senate Bill 1 at 

Maumee State Park.  Senate Bill 1 prohibits farmers from applying manure or fertilizer to 

frozen, snow-covered or rain-soaked ground in the western Lake Erie basin, unless cover crops 

are used.  The bill authorizes the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency to put in place a plan 

to reduce phosphorous discharge into all state lakes and rivers.  Governor Kasich was joined at 

the signing ceremony by members of the Ohio House and Senate from both political parties.  

Senate Bill 1 passed both chambers of the Ohio Legislature unanimously.  One of the key 

provisions is that it requires the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency to designate a 

coordinator of harmful algae management and response to oversee compliance with the 

legislation. 

 

5/7/15 - For at least five hours today, two connected buildings on the University of Toledo 

campus were evacuated after an apparent accidental chemical spill.  It was just after 1:30pm 

when Toledo firefighters were called to the "Bowman Audie Laboratories" after two chemistry 

students cleaning out a cabinet mixed some chemicals together, causing a reaction and small 

fire.  There were no injuries.  The buildings were evacuated as a safety precaution.  The incident 

interrupted some test taking, but the building housing the lab and Wolfe Hall are expected to 

be open as usual tomorrow. 

 

6/15/15 - Ohio Environmental Protection Agency officials will spend months studying water 

quality in seven Northwest Ohio counties.  They will be collecting water samples and fish from 

more than a dozen small streams through October.  They will focus on Maumee River 

tributaries in Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Henry, Paulding, Putnam and Wood counties.  The 

study is set to help identify problem spots and develop plans to improve water quality. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

4/7/15 - Thousands of new trees are being added to the Toledo area Metroparks.  Even in the 

rain, volunteers got out today to plant a variety of trees in Swan Creek Preserve.  They included 

small maples, oaks, and walnut trees.  Metroparks officials are still looking for individuals, 

families, or groups who would like to help plant some of the more than 8,000 trees.  This Friday, 



they'll be at Wildwood Preserve.  Saturday, they will be at Secor Metropark.  Pearson and Fallen 

Timbers will get new trees later in the month. 

 

5/1/15 - Despite being thousands of miles away from the epicenter of the devastating 

earthquake in Nepal, many people in Northwest Ohio have been deeply affected by that natural 

disaster.  Earlier this evening, a group of Nepali students at Bowling Green State University held 

a candlelight vigil at the campus.  There are approximately a hundred graduate and 

undergraduate Nepali students at BGSU.  The students came together to show support for each 

other and the people in their stricken homeland.  The death toll has passed the 6,000 mark in 

the latest figures provided by the United Nations. 

 

5/3/15 - In Point Place yesterday, a rummage sale with a cause… help raise money to honor 

Lucas County residents who died in wars overseas.  The sale is helping to fund the expansion of 

the "Remembrance Incorporated Military Memorial Trail" on Summit Street.  The project 

already has two stones on display.  One stone is for "The Medal of Honor" and the other is for 

“Vietnam."  Now, they hope to add two more stones on the 4
th

 of July.  Donations can be 

dropped off at the Lighthouse Landing Art, Antique, and Craft Mall in Point Place.  

 


