
Descriptions of WNWO local news programming dealing with Community Issues 

January 2015 – March 2015 

CRIME 

1/2/15 - Toledo Police Department officials say they have solved 85% of the city's murders in 
2014.  There were arrests and convictions in 22 of 26 murders.  Four remained unsolved.  
Sergeant Joe Heffernan says good detective work and tips from citizens helped solve many of 
the cases. 
 
2/23/15 - The number of Ohioans behind bars isn't growing as fast as expected. Reports 
indicate that prisons are still overcrowded, though, and house many more inmates than they 
were designed to hold.  According to a report by the "Northeast Ohio Media Group," Ohio had a 
little more than 50,000 prisoners in January.  That's nearly a thousand fewer inmates than 
officials anticipated, but more than they have room to house.  The state's 28 prisons were 
designed to hold only 39,000 inmates.  A prison spokeswoman says growth has been slower 
because of a decrease in violent crime and encouraging prison alternatives, such as community-
based corrections programs. 
 
3/14/15 - Michigan State Police officers are asking for information from the public after 
arresting a Monroe County man accused of possessing a huge collection of child pornography.  
David Huntley is being held in jail on a one-million dollar bond.  A search of Huntley's home 
yielded hundreds of thousands of child pornographic images.  Huntley was a substitute teacher 
in the Monroe Schools District.  Monroe Schools Superintendent Barry Martin says Huntley 
worked in the district for roughly 20 days in 2001, but there were no complaints made against 
him.  Anyone with information about Huntley that might help police is asked to call police. 
 
 

GOVERNMENT 

2/6/15 - It is with great sadness that we announce that Mayor D. Michael Collins passed away 
today. Collins, age 70, passed away at the University of Toledo Medical Center five days after he 
suffered cardiac arrest while driving his car in south Toledo.  Collins was just beginning the 
second year of his term. 
 
2/6/15 – Toledo City Council President Paula Hicks-Hudson was sworn in as acting mayor Sunday after 
Mayor D. Michael Collins was hospitalized.  With the passing of Mayor Collins, Hicks-Hudson will remain 
in office as the Mayor of the City of Toledo until a special election later this year.  The person elected 
will take over in January of 2016 and serve out the remainder of Collins' term. 

 
3/16/15 - Efforts to battle drug addiction in Lucas County, Ohio are getting a big financial boost 
from the state. This morning, Ohio's Attorney General Mike DeWine made a special trip to 
Toledo to announce that a Lucas County pilot program would be getting an additional 150,000 



dollars from his office.  The money is in addition to a 650,000 dollar grant used to start a Drug 
Abuse Response Team last year.  The group was started by Lucas County Sheriff John Tharp, and 
is currently made up five full-time and four part-time peace officers.   
 

 
 

ECONOMY 

1/29/15 - While some people have benefited from an improving economy in Northwest Ohio, it 
remains a struggle for others.  One indication is the increasing number of people turning to 
homeless shelters.  Officials with Toledo homeless shelters are reporting an increase in the 
number of people needing help this winter than last.  The people who run the Toledo Gospel 
Rescue Mission say they are housing more women with small children than men for the first 
time in their history.  They say they’ve been sleeping as many as 106, even though their comfortable 

number is 50.  Each day from 12:00pm to 4:00pm, the doors open to people to come in and get 
free food and clothing.  The Toledo Gospel Rescue Mission will celebrate its 60th anniversary in 
April. 
 
2/17/15 - The leaders of Mercy St Charles Hospital announced plans to build a new 9.7-million-
dolar medical office building on Navarre Avenue in Oregon.  Doctors from Mercy will work 
alongside doctors from the Oregon Clinic, the Toledo Clinic and Toledo Cardiology Consultants 
to provide primary care, blood testing and physical therapy, all under one roof.  Construction is 
expected to start in the spring and can take up to 11-months to build.   
 
3/10/15 -- New jobs are coming to Fulton County thanks to investment from a Canadian 
company.  Nature Fresh Farms of Ontario purchased 175-acres of land across from the steel 
plant west of Delta.  Company officials plan to break ground this spring and begin building 
greenhouses for growing vegetables.  Nature Fresh is looking for ways to utilize carbon dioxide 
and waste heat from the steel plant to produce tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers.  There are 
30 full-time jobs expected to be filled by the end of the year with another 300-jobs anticipated 
as the greenhouse and distribution operation expands in the coming years.  
 
 

HEALTH 

1/20/15 - Health officials in Ohio's most populous county are reporting eight people died from 
the flu in a week as the unusually bad flu season continues.  The deaths reported by the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health for the week ending January 10th is half the agency's total of 
16 for the season.  That's the most in a week since 2009.  In the Toledo area, there have been 
four flu related deaths. 
 



2/26/15 - Mercy and the Toledo Clinic are partnering to fight cancer.  The "Mercy Perrysburg 
Cancer Center" is slated to open in early 2016.  It aims to consolidate patient care.  Services will 
include diagnostics, chemotherapy, and access to clinical trials all in the same location.  Doctors 
say that will help reduce costs and inefficiencies for patients.  Dr. Rex Mowat, a managing 
partner at the Toledo Clinic says, “They can come in at one site and in one process get all their 
needs under one roof and have that delivered in an integrated fashion."  The cancer center has 
a price tag of 14.5 million dollars. 
 
3/3/15 - Area veterans may soon have an easier time getting medical treatment.  Today was the 
first-ever "Northwest Ohio Veteran Mental Health Care Partnership Summit," held at the 
University of Toledo's Health Science Campus.  Local health care professionals met to discuss 
how to provide better mental health care.  They say they want to make it more efficient by 
looking at what options are available, and how companies can collaborate.  Health care 
providers say they expect to see a significant spike in the number of veterans coming into the 
mental health care system over the next decade. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

1/11/15 – Officials with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency say no contamination was 
detected following an oil refinery explosion in Lima that blew out windows and could be felt at 
least ten-miles away.  Agency spokeswoman Heidi Griesmer says the United States EPA, Allen 
County and Husky Energy tested for several contaminants and couldn't detect any outside the 
facility in Lima.  Griesmer said tests were done for benzene, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide 
and hydrogen cyanide, among others.  The fire at the Husky Lima Refinery was put out about 
8:30pm Saturday.  No one was hurt.  A Husky Energy spokesman says the damage assessment is 
ongoing. 
 
2/20/15 - The United States Secretary of Energy was in Perrysburg today to visit First Solar and 
highlight the importance of renewable energy.  Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz toured the first 
solar manufacturing plant.  He was joined by Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur of Ohio and the 
president of the export-import bank of the United States.  They stressed the importance of 
investment and innovation in the solar energy field. Export-Import Bank President Fred 
Hochberg said, “We don't want to cede this technology, and cede this whole industry to foreign 
companies and foreign countries.  Of the technologies, it started here...a lot of it right here in 
Toledo and in the congresswoman's district.  So we want to make sure that we keep that 
competitive edge."  The energy secretary praised First Solar as an example of a terrific success 
story in the renewable energy field. 
 
3/30/15 - Ohio is getting another four-million dollars in federal money to battle toxic algae in 
Lake Erie.  Officials with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency says most of the money will 
go toward funding projects to keep  phosphorus out of Lake Erie in the in the Maumee River 
Watershed and Sandusky River Watershed.  Experts hope reducing this runoff will improve the 



lake's water quality.  Projects include installing field runoff retention systems and stopping 
farming on some fields.  The projects will also restore 70-acres of wetlands and wet prairies. 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY 

1/27/15 - The brother-in-law of a Toledo firefighter is working to secure free food for every 
firehouse in the city all week.  He says he still needs more volunteers to accomplish his goal.  
Organizer Larry Cready says it's his way of showing respect, one year after two firefighters died 
in the line of duty. Some local restaurant owners are more than happy to help with what’s 
being called the ‘Feed Our TFD’ campaign. 
 
2/10/15 - While most of us can wish for $1,000, it was reality today for one local woman.  The 
money went to Andrea Cutway.  She is the Dean of Students at l-Hollingworth Charter School in 
East Toledo, which is appropriate, since all of money was raised by her students. Cutway’s 
currently battling an aggressive form of breast cancer, and is about halfway through her chemo 
and radiation treatment. The money will help Cutway with her medical bills.  The students 
raised the money by holding a special dance, and selling specialized pink t-shirts showing 
support for Cutway. 
 

2/25/15 - If you like good food and helping people, sixteen area restaurants are giving you the 
chance to do both at the same time.  A portion of your bill at select restaurants during ‘419 
Dine’ will support efforts to help homeless veterans get their own places to live.  The money 
will be donated to Veterans Matter, an organization created to help get Toledo Veterans and 
their families off the streets and into their own homes.  Since its creation, Veterans Matter has 
helped 88 Toledo Military Veterans get off the streets. 


