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10th Anniversary of the Gulf Oil Spill

COVID-19 Health Issues

COVID-19 Economic Issues 

COVID-19 Legal Issues 

COVID-19 Charitable efforts

COVID-19 Contact Tracing Issues 

COVID-19 Educational Issues

COVID-19 Racial Impact

Voting Rights during COVID-19



April 2 – “Coronavirus & Medicaid Expansion Part 1: Calls to Expand Medicaid.” State 
leaders are doing what they can to keep Alabamians safe as Coronavirus cases and 
deaths climb in Alabama. But some say there’s more lawmakers can be doing right 
now. Alabama Public Radio is part of a joint COVID-19 journalism unit. We’re partnering 
with the commercial newsroom in WVUA23-TV and with the University of Alabama’s 
Center for Public Television. As part of that effort, APR’s Baillee Majors looks at the call 
to expand Medicaid in Alabama because of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
4:26 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

April 3—“University professors, students adjust to online learning.” The coronavirus 
means almost no students are allowed on campus. And, almost all classes at the 
University of Alabama are being moved from face-to-face instruction to online platforms 
like ZOOM.  Creative media instructor Maya Champion is trying to make the best of it. 
APR’s Pat Duggins reports. 7:22 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

April 6- “How Alabama Has Handled Three Weeks of Coronavirus Outbreak” As the 
number of confirmed Coronavirus cases continues to rise in Alabama, state leaders say 
it’s more important than ever for Alabamians to listen to state and health officials during 
this unprecedented pandemic. APR’s Stan Ingold looks at where Alabama is three 
weeks into the coronavirus pandemic. 4:20 (7:51, 4:50)

April 9 – “Coronavirus & Medicaid Expansion Part 2: How to Expand Medicaid.” 
Alabama lawmakers are looking at short-term and long-term plans on how to keep 
Alabamians safe as Coronavirus plagues the state. Some now say expanding Medicaid 
is one option that needs to be considered. Alabama Public Radio is part of a joint 
COVID-19 journalism unit. We’ve teamed up with WVUA23-TV and The University of 
Alabama’s Center for Public Television. As part of continuing coverage of the 
Coronavirus outbreak, APR’s Baillee Majors looks at what’s needed from lawmakers to 
put an expansion in place. 5:05 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

April 13—“The mental health impact of the BP oil spill 10 years later.” This month marks 
10 years since the BP Gulf oil spill. Over the past four months, the APR news team has 
been following up on issues related to this disaster. That includes speaking again with 
people we met back in 2010 during APR’s national award-winning series “Oil & Water.” 
Ten years after the spill, one of those issues appears to be the mental health impact of 
the spill. APR’s Pat Duggins reports 6:48 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 



April 14—“Feelings are still raw over the BP settlement payout 10 years after the Gulf 
spill.”  This month marks 10 years since the BP Gulf oil spill along the Alabama coast. 
The Deepwater Horizon disaster generated fines and lawsuit settlements that brought 
hundreds of millions of dollars to Alabama in the wake of the oil spill. How that money 
was spent, however, still rankles some Gulf Coast residents. They feel the money was 
intended for areas directly affected by the disaster. APR’s Guy Busby reports. 8:36 
(7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

April 15—“How The BP Spill may help Gulf coast businesses cope with COVID-19.” The 
beaches along Alabama’s coast remain closed due to the outbreak of Coronavirus. The 
sight of empty hotels, restaurants, and tourist destinations in Mobile and Baldwin is 
eerily similar to ten years ago. That’s when the BP Oil spill shut down Alabama’s 
lucrative coastal tourism industry. There were concerns that the 2010 spill would 
devastate tourism for years. Instead, the industry roared back the next year and has 
been setting records since then. That has some coastal residents optimistic in the face 
of COVID-19. APR’s Guy Busby reports. 8:02 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

April 16—“Oil dispersant chemicals are causing concerns ten years after the BP oil 
spill.” This month marks ten years since the Gulf oil spill. Over the past four months, the 
APR news team has been following up on issues related to this disaster. That effort 
includes our print reporters along the Alabama Gulf coast that APR recruited and 
trained to do radio stories from Mobile and Baldwin Counties. The 2010 spill is blamed 
for doing ongoing damage to the environment. But residents are still report physical 
harm to themselves ten years after the spill. APR’s Lynn Oldshue reports. 5:17 (7:45, 
4:44.) 

April 17—“The challenges for Alabama's seafood industry ten years after the BP oil 
spill.” This month marks 10 years since the Gulf oil spill. Over the past four months, the 
APR news team has been following up on issues related to this disaster. That includes 
speaking again with people we met back in 2010 during APR’s national award-winning 
series “Oil & Water.” Ten years after the spill, members of one industry along the coast 
say there’s are open wounds that have yet to heal. Let’s look at Alabama’s seafood 
industry, 10 years after the BP Oil Spill. APR’s Pat Duggins reports. 6:54 (7:51 am, 4:41 
pm.) 



April 20—“The environmental healing process 10 years after the BP oil spill.” Today 
marks 10 years since the Gulf oil spill. Over the past four months, the APR news team 
has been following up on issues related to this disaster. That effort includes our 
reporters along the Alabama Gulf coast. We’ve outlined concerns about the ongoing 
impact the spill may be having on the health of coastal residents and the seafood 
industry. But, there’s another issue. APR’s Mike Dumas has more. 6:33 (7:51 am, 4:41 
pm.)

April 20—“Oil and Water, Ten Years Later.” Today (April 20th)  marks 10 years since 
the BP Gulf oil spill. Over the past four months, the APR news team has been following 
up on issues related to this disaster. That includes speaking again with people we met 
back in 2010 during APR’s national award-winning series “Oil & Water.” Ten years after 
the spill, one of those issues appears to be the mental health impact of the spill. 30:00 
(7pm)

April 21- “COVID-19: The Tuskegee Effect” The number of COVID-19 cases continues 
to climb in Alabama. Data is showing people in rural areas are at an increased risk of 
having complications with the disease. APR’s Stan Ingold reports, there is another 
group that is disproportionately at risk of contracting and even dying from the illness.  
5:22 (7:44, 4:44)

April  23– “Coronavirus & Medicaid Expansion Part 3: Push Back Against Expansion.” 
Tens of thousands of Alabamians have lost their jobs in recent weeks from Coronavirus. 
Which likely means many also lost their health insurance. There’s a push to expand 
Medicaid to help those without coverage, but some lawmakers have a different idea in 
mind. Alabama Public Radio is part of a COVID-19 journalism unit. We’ve partnered 
with WVUA 23-TV and UA’s Center for Public Television. As part of continuing 
coverage, APR’s Baillee Majors digs into why some state lawmakers say expanding 
Medicaid isn’t a good move for Alabama. Instead, they’re calling for a healthcare 
overhaul. 4: 44 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

April 24—“Feeding the body as well as the soul in Mobile during the COVID outbreak” 
The streets around downtown Mobile are mostly empty these days. Residents are 
staying at home to avoid being exposed to the Coronavirus. But on Tuesdays, cars line 
up in the right lane of Dauphin Street outside Central Presbyterian Church. There, the 
drivers wait for hours. It’s not spiritual nourishment these Mobile residents are seeking 
at Central Presbyterian. APR’s Lynn Oldshue reports. 4:20 (7:45 am, 4:44 pm.)



April 27- “Reopening Alabama” Many southern states are beginning to ease their 
restrictions when it comes to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Alabamians have been feeling 
the financial burden of the shutdown and Alabama’s leadership seems to be split on 
what to do when it comes to the Yellowhammer State reopening.  A-P-R’s Stan Ingold 
has more on city and state leaders are saying when it comes to reopening 
Alabama…5:09 (7:44)

April 28—“A space age answer to a COVID-19 problem in Huntsville.” The Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evaluation predicts Alabama’s death rate from COVID-19 won’t hit 
zero for another three weeks.  That prompted an emergency call from hospitals in need 
of protective equipment for first responders. APR’s Pat Duggins and CPT’s Will Green 
collaborated on this report. 7:08 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

April 30- “Coronavirus & Detention Part 1: Push to Release Inmates.” Concern is 
growing over if Alabama’s jails and prisons are prepared to battle the Coronavirus 
pandemic. This comes as the first Alabama prisoner dies from COVID-19 in recent 
weeks. Alabama Public Radio is a part of a joint COVID-19 unit. We’re partnering with 
WVUA23-TV and UA’s Center for Public Television. As part of that effort, APR’s Baillee 
Majors looks at how changing guidelines for release in Alabama’s detention centers 
could help slow the spread of COVID-19. 4:18 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

May 4—“Mobile deals with being Alabama's new COVID-19 hotspot.” Mobile County is now 
Alabama’s COVID-19 hotspot. It’s the first county in the state to top 1,000 cases of the 
coronavirus. The county also leads in coronavirus deaths with 49 as of April 29. Epidemics have 
been part of Mobile’s history for more than 300 years. Back in 1853, yellow fever killed more 10 
percent of the population. In the current outbreak of coronavirus, Mobile County now leads 
Alabama in cases of COVID-19. One reason could be the coastal city’s proximity to other areas 
being hit hard by the virus. APR’s Guy Busby has more. 6:53 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

May 7- “Coronavirus & Detention Part 2: Action from State Leaders.” Coronavirus is 
spreading inside Alabama’s prisons. So far, one prisoner has died and at least a dozen 
other inmates and guards have tested positive for the virus. Inmates and staff say they 
fear the situation could get much worse. Alabama Public Radio is part of a joint COVID-
19 unit. We’ve teamed up with WVUA-23 TV and UA’s Center for Public Television. As 
part of that effort, APR’s Baillee Majors looks at what’s needed from state lawmakers to 
make early release and alternative detention happen to help stop the spread of 
infection. 3:43 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  



May 8—“Alabama beach businesses work to recover visitor dollars lost to COVID-19.” 
The tourism industry along Alabama’s Gulf coast is taking the first steps toward 
recovery after spring business was lost due to COVID-19. The state’s beaches will be 
open again for a second weekend after being shut down since mid-March. The sands 
are crowded, but, so far, visitors are following state rules, staying in groups of less than 
10 and keeping 6 feet apart. APR’s Guy Busby reports. 5:19 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

May 11- “Mobile's COVID-19 first responders get help from 'Krewe of Kindness'.” Mobile 
County remains Alabama’s top hotspot for the coronavirus. Local health officials are 
studying clusters of new cases, especially among people known as the 6-15ers, those 
are individuals who spent more than 15 minutes less than 6 feet from an infected 
COVID-19 patient. While this effort goes on, there is also a campaign to help first 
responders. APR’s Mike Dumas reports. 6:03 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

May 13—“Raising a glass at one Mobile brewery as it reopens during COVID-19.” 
Alabama restaurants, hair salons, and fitness center are getting back to normal. Gov. 
Kay Ivey allowed certain close contact businesses to start taking customers Monday 
night. Customers will have to maintain social distancing, and each establishment needs 
to be disinfected. A Mobile brewery welcomed back its first customers in a week. APR’s 
Mike Dumas was there. 3:41 (7:45, 4:44.)

May 14—“Mobile residents reach out to people left homeless by COVID-19.” Mobile 
County remains the hotspot for COVID-19 cases and deaths in Alabama. The pandemic 
is also closing businesses and forcing layoffs in Mobile. Some employees who lost their 
jobs are becoming hungry, running out of money, and joining the homeless with 
nowhere to go. As a result, some Mobilians are going into the streets and parks to help. 
APR’s Lynn Oldshue reports. 5:59 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

May 15—“Meals on wheels during the COVID-19 pandemic.” Restaurants in Alabama 
began operating at 50percent capacity this week. Governor Kay Ivey eased her “safer at 
home” order during the COVID-19 outbreak. Diners will still have to exercise social 
distancing if they choose to eat in. For those still uncomfortable with going to a 
restaurant, there’s an effort in Tuscaloosa where the restaurant comes to you. Apr’s Pat 
Duggins reports 6:50 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 



May 19- “Huntsville Hopeful to return as tourist destination” Last year was a good year 
for Huntsville tourism. The area brought in around 3.7 million visitors last year. This 
makes Huntsville and Madison County the second most visited place in the state behind 
the Gulf Coast. APR’s Stan Ingold reports, the coronavirus pandemic had other plans 
for the area. 6:08 (7:50, 4:50)

May 21—“How COVID-19 figures in to plans to restore Amtrak service in Mobile.”  
Passenger trains haven’t run between Mobile and New Orleans for almost 15 years. 
Plans to restore service got a recent boost with the announcement of more than $5 
million in funding. Let’s look at where things stand on the effort to bring a second 
Amtrak line back to Alabama, and how COVID-19 figures into it. APR’s Guy Busby 
reports. 6:17 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

May 26—“The growing number of those in need in Mobile due to COVID-19.” Mobile 
County still leads the state for COVID-19 deaths and cases. The economic impact of the 
virus also means business closures and layoffs. That’s not straining the people hurt by 
the coronavirus, but the people who try to help others in trouble. That includes The 
United Way of Southwest Alabama and its 47 partner agencies. APR’s Lynn Oldshue 
reports. 5:47 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)

May 28—“Gulf coast businesses hit by COVID-19 apply for 'Ignite Mobile' grants.” 
Mobile County still leads the state in COVID-19 deaths and cases. Governor Kay Ivey’s 
revised response plan for Alabama includes reopening what are known as close contact 
businesses. The list includes hair salons, barbershops and gymnasiums. Operators and 
employees of these close contact businesses are still feeling the pinch from being 
closed for six weeks due to COVID-19. A program in Mobile is working to help some of 
those businesses recover. APR’s Guy Busby reports 5:36 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

June 2- “Alabama Looks to learn from past pandemics as COVID-19 numbers continue 
to rise.”   Alabama continues to reopen as the number of COVID-19 cases continues to 
rise. Mobile currently has the most cases in the state and Montgomery is getting 
national attention for the growing numbers there. This is not the first pandemic to hit the 
Yellowhammer State. APR’s Stan Ingold reports, the responses have similarities to the 
Spanish Flu outbreak of 1918 and the Yellow Fever outbreaks in Mobile. 7:20 (7:50, 
4:50)



June 4—“Tracking the spread of COVID-19 in Alabama one cell phone at a time.” The 
number of COVID-19 cases in Alabama has jumped by thirty percent over the past two 
weeks. The State Department of Health puts out data on a county by county basis. This 
dashboard includes things like the number of deaths, the number of cases, and how 
many people have recovered. One area of interest is how the virus is spread from 
person to person. Apple and Google have announced a high tech way of doing that. 
Experts on that subject here in Alabama are saying watch what you wish for. APR’s Pat 
Duggins reports 8:01 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.) 

June 9—“In the trenches: Mobile area paramedics cope with COVID-19 outbreak.” 
Mobile County was the first Alabama county to top 2,000 COVID-19 cases. As efforts to 
deal with the virus continue, first responders and medical personnel face risks they 
would not have imagined a few months ago. A report from Kaiser Health said close to 
600 front line health care workers may have died from exposure to the virus. That 
includes paramedics who respond to emergency calls involving the coronavirus. 6:17 
(7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)

June 11—“Slow Times for Mobile area musicians due to COVID-19.” Mobile has been 
Alabama’s top hotspot for COVID-19. Restaurants and bars were allowed to reopen last 
month under restrictions, like social distancing and regular cleanings. Music venues and 
nightclubs weren’t so lucky. These venues were told they had to wait because social 
distancing would be impossible. The restrictions have loosened, and nightclubs are 
slowly reopening within the guidelines. APR’s Lynn Oldshue reports. 6:30 (7:51 am, 
4:41 pm.) 

June 16- “Tuscaloosa restaurants look to rebound as restrictions lift” Alabama’s jobless 
claims are on the decline since businesses were given the green light to reopen. 
Pandemic shutdowns disrupted an important financial season for college towns like 
Tuscaloosa. The home city of the University of Alabama and its cross-state rival Auburn 
each lost nearly 25% of their populations when campuses closed. APR’s Stan Ingold 
teamed up with student reporters Daniel Pinero and Sarah Kimball Stephenson for this 
report. 5:17 (7:50, 4:44)

June 18- “Coronavirus & Detention Part 3: Building New Facilities.” The Alabama 
Department of Corrections and Governor Kay Ivey are evaluating proposals for new 
prison facilities in the state. This comes as the agency says dozens of inmates and staff 
in the detention system have testing positive for COVID-19. APR is part of a joint 
COVID-19 unit. We’ve partnered with WVUA23-TV and the University of Alabama’s 
Center for Public Television. As part of that effort, APR student reporter Sarah Kimball 
Stephenson and APR’s Baillee Majors examined how coronavirus may change the 
structure of Alabama's correctional facilities. Due to social distancing because of the 
coronavirus, Sarah recorded her part of this feature at her apartment.
4:55 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  



June 25- “Voting in Alabama Part 1: Lawsuits Challenging Voter Laws.” Coronavirus 
numbers continue to rise in Alabama. The pandemic has led to changes and new safety 
measures across the state as Alabamians work to keep exposure low. Now, two 
separate lawsuits are seeking to ease the state’s rules on absentee and in-person 
voting during the deadly pandemic. Some precautions are already being taken. But 
APR’s Baillee Majors reports advocacy groups say the restrictions force voters to 
choose between their health and their democratic right to vote.
6:58 (7:51 am, 4:41 pm.)  

June 29—“To Mask or not to Mask?” Tuscaloosa and Mobile consider ordinances.” 
More Alabama cities are requiring residents to wear face masks as a result of COVID-
19. Selma joined Montgomery and Birmingham with a mask order last Friday. Other 
municipalities like Tuscaloosa, Decatur, and Mobile are thinking about it. The 
Tuscaloosa City Council will take public comment later today on a mask requirement. 
This meeting takes place after thirty six people died of COVID-19 in Tuscaloosa County. 
APR’s Pat Duggins reports. 5:48 (7:51, 4:51.) 


