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WWFM/WWNJ/WWCJ/WWPJ
_______________________________________________________________________

        
   

 In this report WWFM refers to the whole network of stations and translators. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The WWFM public affairs program A Tempo with Rachel Katz airs Saturdays at 7 pm. 
This is a half-hour interview program featuring members of our communities who speak 
with the host about various issues of interest/concern to our residents – A Tempo concerns 
itself with the arts community and issues of a cultural nature. MCCC refers to WWFM’s 
parent organization, Mercer County Community College, located in Trenton and West 
Windsor, NJ.  

A Tempo: Issues/Programs - First Quarter 2020

1/4/20 Kicking off Beethoven’s 250 Anniversary year in film  

1/11/20 A look at how Beethoven’s world-renowned Ninth Symphony draws 
diverse interpretations of Joy and freedom from around the world in 
“Global Ode to Joy.”

1/18/20 How the arts world pays tribute musically in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

1/25/20 A look at the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra and what’s in store for the 
public in the up-coming season

2/1/20 How the world of dance is moving towards greater diversity in 
choreography and concern for its dancers

2/8/20 A look at educational music programs geared towards children



2/15/20 Focus on new music by Philip Glass at GlassFest, launched by the 
Annenberg Center at the University of Pennsylvania 

2/22/20 A look at how one organization is interactively supporting opera 
composers and librettists

2/29/20 How technology unites e-books with music

3/14/20 A look at the impact COVID-19 is having on the arts world and ultimately 
the arts-loving public

3/21/20 How schools are using technology to adapt to new ways of distance 
learning during the COVID-19 pandemic

3/28/20 A look at how advocacy groups have sprung into action to support the arts 
and keep them alive during the COVID-19 pandemic

A Tempo – Issues/Program Narratives – First Quarter 2020

1/4/20

GUESTS: NORMAN LEBRECHT, MUSIC 
CRITIC/COMMENTATOR/AUTHOR, LONDON, ENGLAND; CHRIS 
COLLIER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PRINCETON GARDEN THEATRE, 
PRINCETON, NJ.

A Tempo this week turns to the cinema with a look at two musically inspired films. Host 
Rachel Katz will speak with music critic and author Norman Lebrecht, whose first novel, 
Song of Names, was turned into a film now out in theaters, and also with Chris Collier, 
executive director of the Princeton Garden Theatre, which is kicking off Beethoven’s 
250th anniversary year with a showing of a film about the composer.

1/11/20

GUESTS: MARIN ALSOP, CONDUCTOR, MUSIC DIRECTOR, BALTIMORE 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, BALTIMORE, MD; AARON SIEGEL, DIRECTOR 
OF SPECIAL PROJECTS, CARNEGIE HALL, NEW YORK, NY.

A Tempo this week looks at the year-long “Global Ode to Joy” project spearheaded by 
conductor Marin Alsop in partnership with Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute, which 
features performances of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in seven countries across five 
continents, each reflecting the local language and culture and drawing on diverse 



interpretations of joy and freedom. Host Rachel Katz will speak with Maestra Alsop and 
Aaron Siegel, director of special projects at Carnegie Hall.

1/18/20

GUESTS: MARK LOMAX, COMPOSER, DRUMMER, ACTIVIST AND 
EDUCATOR COLUMBUS, OH; DAMIEN SNEED, COMPOSER AND PIANIST, 
NEW YORK, NY; SANDRA JONES, MANAGER OF EDUCATION AND 
FAMILY CONCERTS, CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA, CLEVELAND, OH.

A Tempo this week surveys some of the musical tributes being held in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. Her guests are Mark Lomax, a composer, drummer and educator, 
whose work 400: An Afrikan Epic is being performed and discussed as part of the 
Cleveland Orchestra’s Celebration Concert and Free Community Open House; Sandra 
Jones, Manager of Education and Family Concerts, Cleveland Orchestra, Cleveland, OH; 
and Damien Sneed, who is bringing his tour We Shall Overcome: A Celebration of 
Martin Luther King, Jr, to Philadelphia’s Annenberg Center and NJPAC in Newark.

1/25/20

GUESTS: XIAN ZHANG, MUSIC DIRECTOR, NEW JERSEY SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA, NEWARK, NJ.

A Tempo this week begins its preview of what orchestras and venues have in store for the 
2020-2021 season. Host Rachel Katz will speak with Xian Zhang, music director of the 
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra.

2/1/20

GUESTS: JENNIFER STAHL, EDITOR IN CHIEF, DANCE MAGAZINE, NEW 
YORK, NY.

Dance magazine recently published its list of six dance trends to watch in the next 
decade, and this week host Rachel Katz will speak with Editor in Chief Jennifer Stahl 
about efforts to make the ballet and choreography world more diverse, greater concern 
for dancer health, and the rising popularity of tap dancing.



2/8/20

GUESTS: ORLI SHAHAM, PIANIST AND CREATOR, ORLI’S BACH YARD, 
NEW YORK, NY.

Pianist Orli Shaham has recently expanded her interactive children’s concert series to 
include older children and rebranded it as “Orli’s Bach Yard,” and A Tempo host Rachel 
Katz this week speaks with her about her decade of creating programs geared toward 
introducing and interesting children in music, and also about her recent appointment as a 
co-host and “creative” for From the Top.

2/15/20

GUESTS: CHRISTOPHER GRUITS, EXECUTIVE  AND ARTISTIC 
DIRECTOR, ANNENBERG CENTER, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA; DONALD NALLY, CONDUCTOR, THE CROSSING, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The Annenberg Center at the University of Pennsylvania will launch its GlassFest later 
this month, celebrating and exploring the diverse output of composer Philip Glass, and A 
Tempo host Rachel Katz this week interviews the center’s Executive and Artistic 
Director Christopher Gruits and Donald Nally, conductor of The Crossing choral 
ensemble, which will be performing as part of the festival.

2/22/20

GUESTS: LAWRENCE EDELSON, FOUNDER, AMERICAN LYRIC THEATER, 
NEW YORK, NY; E.M. LEWIS, LIBRETTIST, SEATTLE, WA.

American Lyric Theater was founded in 2005 to support opera composers and librettists, 
and this week on A Tempo, host Rachel Katz previews the organization’s InsightALT 
festival, which invites the public to readings of three of its works-in-progress, Feb. 22-23. 
This week’s guests are ALT founder Larry Edelson and librettist Ellen (E.M.) Lewis, one 
of ALT’s resident artists, whose family friendly opera “Sherlock Holmes and the Case of 
the Fallen Giant” with composer Evan Meier will be included in the festival.

2/29/20

GUESTS: ROLAND COLTON, AUTHOR, ORANGE COUNTY, CA; ALISON 
WILLIS, COMPOSER, HAMPSHIRE, UK; NAVA MCDONALD, BRISBANE, 
QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA.



A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week speaks with author Roland Colton about his  e-book 
has embedded tracks of music based on music the characters are playing or listening to in 
the novel. One of the works was composed by Colton, and three others by composers and 
chosen through an international competition, and the program includes a conversation 
with two of the winners, Alison Willis and Nava McDonald. 

March 14, 2020

Guests: Drew McManus, arts consultant, Chicago, IL; Lisa Husseini, arts consultant, 
Miami, FL; Orli Shaham, pianist, New York, NY

The spread of the COVID-19 Coronavirus and resulting efforts to contain it have run through the 
arts world like a domino effect, with performing arts organizations and venues canceling or 
postponing concerts and musicians left with significant holes in their performance schedules. A 
Tempo this Saturday (3/14 at 7 pm) looks at the impact on the arts world, as host Rachel Katz 
speaks with several musicians about the impact on their musical years, and arts consultants Drew 
McManus and Lisa Husseini. 

March 21, 2020

Guests: Sel Kardan, President and CEO, Colburn School, Los Angeles, CA; Jonathan 
Coopersmith, Chair of Musical Studies, Curtis Institute of Music, Philadelphia, PA; James 
Jordan, professor, Westminster Choir College, Princeton, NJ

With colleges and universities suspending their on-site classes for the remainder of the 
school year, staff and faculty have had to learn how to use many of the different types of 
technologies available to keep them in touch with their students and continue teaching at 
least some of their planned curricula. For faculty and students at music schools and 
conservatories, which rely heavily on one-on-one technique training or ensemble 
rehearsals, there are additional challenges to providing this instruction. A Tempo this 
Saturday (3/21 at 7 pm) looks at how faculty at three institutions - The Colburn School in 
Los Angeles, The Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, and Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton - are adapting their courses for distance learning. The closures are 
especially difficult for seniors who will miss out on some traditional senior milestones - a 
situation particularly acute at Westminster, whose historic Princeton campus was 
expected to be shuttered by Rider University at the end of the academic year as Rider 
prepares to move the college's programs to its main campus in Lawrenceville, NJ.
Host Rachel Katz will speak with Sel Kardan, Colburn President and CEO; Jonathan 
Coopersmith, Chair of Musical Studies at Curtis; Marshall Onofrio, Dean of Westminster 
College of the Arts of Rider University; and James Jordan, a professor at Westminster 
Choir College and director of the Westminster Conducting Institute.



March 28, 2020

Guests: Vanessa Reed, President and CEO, New Music USA, New York, NY: 
Marcos Balter, composer, New York, NY; Karin Brookes, Executive Director, Early 
Musica America, Los Angeles, CA

In the wake of cancellations because of the COVID-19 Coronavirus outbreak, musicians 
and advocacy groups have created funds to provide support for performers who have 
lost work and income. This Saturday (3/28) on A Tempo, host Rachel Katz looks at 
some of these efforts in conversations with New Music USA President and CEO 
Vanessa Reed, composer Marcos Balter, Early Music America Executive Director Karin 
Brookes, and arts consultant Aubrey Bergauer. Listen at 7 pm. 

April 4, 2020

Guests: Matias Tarnopolsky, President and CEO, Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Philadelphia, PA; Tomer Zvulun, general and artistic director, The Atlanta Opera, 
Atlanta, GA; Cynthia Thom, costume manager, McCarter Theatre Center, 
Princeton, NJ

A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week speaks with Philadelphia Orchestra President and 
CEO Matias Tarnopolsky about the orchestra’s online announcement of its upcoming 
season and its new online offerings, “The Virtual Philadelphia Orchestra.” The program 
also features interviews with Tomer Zvulun, general and artistic director of The Atlanta 
Opera, and Cynthia Thom, costume manager at McCarter Theatre Center, about their 
staffs' efforts to sew masks needed for healthcare workers amid the Covid-19 
Coronavirus outbreak. 

NEW:   On A Postive Note

In addition, as a public service to WWFM listeners, A Tempo launched an off-shoot of 
the program following arts organizations’ closures and cancellations due to the COVID-
19 Coronavirus outbreak.

On A Positive Note highlights the ways musicians and performing arts organizations 
are staying connected with the public and sharing their music. These interviews air 
twice-daily, in 6-minute features beginning the week of March 23, 2020.   

Some of the featured programs have included: 

Opera Philadelphia’s “Opera on the Couch”

Lincoln Center’s “Lincoln Center at Home”

Princeton University Concerts’ “Listening Collaborative Project”



From the Top’s “Daily Joy”

Music Never Sleeps NYC’s 24-hour Music Marathon

Violinist Jennifer Koh’s “Alone Together” commissioning project

Kaufman Music Center’s “Online Encores”

_____________________________________

Wait, Wait – there’s more!

On-Going Initiatives Serving our Broadcast Communities!

 WWFM Station Manager (SM) participated in Rider University’s Fine & 
Performing Arts Networking Brunch Career Fair on February 25, 2020. This 
annual event is geared towards college students interested in careers in the arts, 
including broadcasting. SM spoke with many students at group round table 
discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what MCCC’s 
WWFM can offer to those interested in pursuing careers/jobs in radio. 

 WWFM began two new program initiatives in March 2020 while listeners are at 
home during the COVID-19 crisis: On a Positive Note is designed to give 
listeners more options for engaging with the arts community through 
technology/computers; the other is the WWFM Listener Request Program which 
airs twice weekly to offer ways for our listeners to feel connected to WWFM and 
others who find classical music a source of joy and comfort, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

 WWFM participated in the Recruitment and Inclusion Fair for People with 
Disabilities and Disabled Veterans, held at Mercer County Community College’s 
Conference Center on Nov. 20, 2019. The focus of the event was to offer 
information about jobs to job seekers, including veterans, with disabilities. 
WWFM Station Manager was present with table set up to provide information and 
to talk to those interested in learning about jobs in radio and at WWFM.  

 Again, WWFM participated in the annual national Giving Tuesday event on Dec. 
3, 2019, by inviting six area non-profit organizations to our studios to talk live on 
air to inform our listeners how they serve our broadcast communities: HomeFront, 
Trenton Soup Kitchen, Princeton Senior Resource Center, Save: A Shelter for 
Homeless Animals, Trenton Music Makers, and WomenSpace.  

 WWFM participated in the Fall Career Fair at Mercer County Community 
College October 22, 2019. WWFM station manager was present to talk with 
students about job opportunities within WWFM radio.   

  Each year WWFM participates in MCCC’s Teen Arts Festival, where high school 
students from regional schools are invited to come to our MCCC campus to learn 
about culture and the arts and to participate in performance and hand-on activities. 
WWFM offers hand-on sessions and tours for students interested in learning 



about radio. This year’s Teen Arts Festival took place on May 3, 2019 and was 
hosted for WWFM by WWFM’s production manager, Rachel Katz, who guided 
students through Broadcasting – On-Air, Online and Beyond at the WWFM 
studios.    

 WWFM participated in MCCC’s Explore Mercer Spring Open House for 
prospective students on April 10, 2019. WWFM station manager and production 
manager introduced new students to WWFM, and talked with them and their 
families about what the WWFM Network and MCCC radio programs have to 
offer to those interested in broadcasting.  

 WWFM Station Manager and Production Manager participated in Rider 
University’s Fine & Performing Arts Career Fair and Networking Brunch on 
April 9, 2019. This annual event is geared towards college students interested in 
careers in the arts, including broadcasting. We spoke with many students at round 
table discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what MCCC’s 
WWFM and student radio programs can offer to those interested in pursuing 
careers in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the annual Guild for Early Music Festival at The Grounds 
for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ on March 24, 2019. WWFM table was set up with 
promotional material to inform interested patrons about WWFM. WWFM Station 
Manager served as host for the music event, open to the public. WWFM was 
media sponsor for the event.  

 WWFM mentors student interns in the area of hands-on production techniques in 
preparation for broadcast content, and in other departments of a radio station’s 
operations, such as membership and development (sometimes students are part of 
the work-study program at MCCC, and at others they are studying to obtain a 
degree in broadcasting at MCCC or other higher education institutions. During the 
first quarter 2020, WWFM hosted an African-American male student as a MCCC 
work study student, mentoring him with hands-on experience in radio 
production/editing.  During the fall semester 2019 from September through 
December, WWFM mentored an African American male work study student with 
hands-on experiences at WWFM radio. During the summer of 2019, WWFM 
mentored two students in radio including an African American male in the MCCC 
work study program, an African American male in the internship program and a 
female MCCC student who volunteered at WWFM as she looks at new career 
options in radio.   

 WWFM participated in the 2019 Holocaust Remembrance Day by presenting our 
production of Vera’s Story – the moving and unforgettable story of MCCC 
professor, Dr.Vera Goodkin and how she escaped the Holocaust as a child with 
the help of the Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg of the Raoul Wallenberg 
International Foundation. Locally produced by WWFM’s Rachel Katz and 
William Zagorski. 

 The Classical Network continues with programs in the series Curtis Calls – 
performances by the students and faculty of Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of 
Music, in additional to choral concerts from the music program at Trinity Wall 
Street, NYC, a program called Bach at One airs each Monday at 1 pm. Locally-
produced. 



 WWFM continues to host a website at www.wwfm.org.
 We regularly conduct live and pre-recorded interviews with people from the 

cultural community who are making news with performances in the WWFM 
coverage area and beyond. This program is called Cadenza, a weekly interview 
program devoted to highlighting local and international musicians. Cadenza is a 
2014 recipient of the prestigious ASCAP Foundation Deems Taylor/Virgil 
Thomson Radio Broadcast Award.   

 WWFM continues with its Noontime Concert Series - The Classical Network in 
Concert, which is an extension of WWFM’s Celebrating Our Musical 
Community. The series highlights local and regional concerts recorded for 
broadcast on WWFM, and for which key performers with various ensembles are 
invited to WWFM to co-host the programs for broadcast. Locally-produced,

 WWFM continues with series called Celebrating Our Musical Future, Mondays 
at 8 pm – a program which highlights performances by music students and faculty 
from area/regional (and beyond)  music school/institutions such as Princeton 
University, Westminster Choir College, Rutgers University, Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music, Columbia University Music, Manhattan School of Music, Peabody 
Conservatory of Music, Temple University, West Chester University, Princeton 
High School and others; see list below. A WWFM original program production.

 WWFM airs two music appreciation, educational programs: What Makes it Great 
with Rob Kapilow, which airs approx. four hours monthly during the concert 
season, and Inside Music with George Marriner Maull, that airs the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays each month at 7:30 pm. Both are WWFM original program 
productions.

 WWFM continues engagement in social networking through Face Book and 
Twitter. 

 WWFM website offers Webcasts of original programming content listeners have 
requested to have made available. 

 WWFM continues to engage the community through on-site participation at 
musical events, festivals and public service out reach organizations, such as the 
American Heart Association Central New Jersey Heart Walk at Thompson Park 
in Monroe, NJ (10/13/19 – WWFM is a media sponsor), Communiversity in 
Princeton (April 2019), Paxon Hill Farm Art in the Garden in Solebury, PA (Aug. 
31 & Sept. 1, 2019), & Rider University Career Day for the Arts (4/9/19 & 
2/25/20).   

 WWFM continues to serve Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts by offering station 
tours/education to help them earn their service badges, in addition to tours given 
to other community/school groups, as requested. 

 WWFM participates in Mercer County Community College’s Take Your Child to 
Work Day, this year held on April 25, 2019. A WWFM staff member brought her 
young son to the MCCC campus where WWFM staff gave him station tour and 
hands on experience in production studio. 

 As a public service, WWFM continues to offer free broadcasts of announcements 
of community concerts and other cultural events. Announcements are also offered 
via our web site, www.wwfm.org, under Events Calendar – a free, interactive 
community events site open to all. 

http://www.wwfm.org
http://www.wwfm.org


 WWFM broadcasts a twice-weekly feature of Broadway reviews, In a Broadway 
Minute, to serve those interested in theatre. Locally-produced.

 WWFM broadcasts local concerts from the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. 

 WWFM’s JazzOn2, 24-hour jazz station also offers additional public affairs and 
music programming. JazzOn2 broadcasts on WWFM’s HD2 channel serving 
Trenton, NJ, and surrounding region.

 WWFM continues to air announcements regarding EEO opportunities, and from 
the EMNet Emergency Message Center relating to weather concerns and other 
topics as they arise in our broadcast regions. 

 WWFM The Classical Network is proud to be a 2015 and 2016 recipient of 
the 50 Best College Stations Award.    

Celebrating Our Musical Community/Celebrating our Musical Future: 
Our Community Connection to Great Music Making

 Includes local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast 
and produced/aired by WWFM. Concerts produced each quarter are selected from 

among this list (as concerts are scheduled & performed)
 of WWFM’s long-time Musical Partnership Organizations:  

Merkin Hall at Kaufman Music Center, NYC
The Choir of Trinity Wall Street, NYC
Princeton University Chapel Afternoon Organ Recitals
Lake George Music Festival, NY
Bach Choir of Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, NJ
Piffaro – The Renaissance Band, Philadelphia
Dolce Suono Ensemble, Philadelphia
Northwestern University, Evanston, ILL: Bienen Contemporary/Early Vocal Ensemble
Callipygian Players Baroque Ensemble, Chicago
Temple University Boyer College of Music and Dance, Philadelphia
New England Conservatory of Music, Boston
Concordia Chamber Players, Solebury, PA
What Makes It Great with Rob Kapilow, Merkin Hall, NYC
Iris Orchestra, Germantown, TN
Music from the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Newark/Princeton, NJ
Curtis Institute of Music, Philadelphia
Astral Artists, Philadelphia
Rutgers University Mason Gross School of the Arts, New Brunswick, NJ
Post Classical Ensemble, Washington D.C.



Princeton University Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra, Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Manhattan School of Music, NYC
The Princeton Singers, Princeton, NJ
Trinity Choir at Trinity Church, Princeton, NJ
The Downtown Concert Series, Freehold, NJ
The Princeton Symphony Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Music from the Marlboro Festival, VT
The Princeton Festival, Princeton, NJ
Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
Princeton Pro Musica, Princeton, NJ
Choral Arts Philadelphia, PA
Columbia University, NYC
Lenape Chamber Ensemble, Bucks County, PA
Gotham Early Music Scene, NYC 
The Thirteen Choir, Washington, D.C
Master Chorale, NJ
Raritan River Music Festival, NJ
New Brunswick Chamber Ensemble, NJ
Concerts on the Slope, Brooklyn, NY
Grand Harmonie, Boston, MA
Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Network for New Music, Philadelphia
Melomanie (Wilmington, DE)
PRISM Saxophone Quartet, Philadelphia & NYC
TON (The Orchestra Now) at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY
Princeton High School, Princeton, NJ


