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WWFM/WWNJ/WWCJ/WWPJ
_______________________________________________________________________

        
   

 In this report WWFM refers to the whole network of stations and translators. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The WWFM public affairs program A Tempo with Rachel Katz airs Saturdays at 7 pm on 
The Classical Network. This is a half-hour interview program featuring members of our 
cultural and educational communities who speak with the host about various issues of 
interest/concern to our residents – A Tempo concerns itself with the arts community and 
issues of a cultural nature. MCCC refers to WWFM’s parent organization, Mercer 
County Community College, located in Trenton and West Windsor, NJ.  

A Tempo: Issues/Programs - Fourth Quarter 2020

10/3/20 How composers in conflict-ridden countries were inspired by Beethoven’s 
Missa Solemnis during his 250th anniversary year, 2020. 

10/10/20 How the NY Philharmonic brings music and programs to audiences during 
the COVID pandemic

10/17/20 How one classical music work helps to enlighten audiences about the 
emotions and decisions that face Black parents as they raise their children

10/24/20 A look at the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra and how its productions 
prompt current day discussions of race and social justice

10/31/20 A look at how some New Jersey organizations are supporting and 
fostering the arts in our local communities during the COVID pandemic



11/7/20 How some performing arts organizations are bringing holiday 
programming to family audiences during the COVID pandemic restrictions

11/14/20 How the world of dance is bringing ballet to programming to children and 
adults through virtual means and other ways

11/21/20 A look at the American Repertory Ballet and Princeton Symphony 
Orchestra offer holiday programs during COVID pandemic

11/28/20 A look at the Black Dance Theater and how it has its programming to 
virtual performances during the pandemic

12/5/20 A look at how NJ’s Westminster Choir College is adapting its 
performances during the pandemic

12/12/20 Messiah and The Nutcracker online in NYC and Philadelphia

12/19/20 A look at two brother’s commitment to new music as musicians and 
educators

12/26/20 J.S. Bach – his life and music through the eyes of a philosophy professor

Narratives

A TEMPO 10/3/20

GUESTS: YAEL WEISS, PIANIST, NEW YORK, NY

A Tempo features Pianist Yael Weiss, who launched her project “32 Bright Clouds” in 
2018 as a lead-up to the celebration of Beethoven’s 250th birthday in 2020, asking 

composers in conflict-ridden countries to create works inspired by Beethoven music and 
tied together with a motif from the Dona nobis pacem (Give us Peace) from his Missa 
Solemnis. She is bringing her latest tour online in the wake of the pandemic, and Host 

Rachel Katz will speak with her about the inspiration for the project, the composers and 
their stories. 

A TEMPO 10/10/20

GUESTS: ANTHONY ROTH COSTANZO, COUNTERTENOR, NEW YORK, NY; 
ELLEN REID, COMPOSER, NEW YORK, NY

With performances at its home in Lincoln Center cancelled because of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the New York Philharmonic launched various collaborations to bring music to 

residents of the cities. This includes a series of pop-up outdoors concerts curated by 



countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo via a pick-up truck decorated in the Philharmonic’s 
colors, and a series of soundscapes by composer Ellen Reid that visitors to Central Park 
can listen to as they roam park. A Tempo Host Rachel Katz speaks with Costanzo and 

Reid about the initiatives.

A TEMPO 10/17/20

GUESTS: ROBERTA GUMBEL, SOPRANO AND PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF 
KANSAS, LAWRENCE, KS; SUSAN KANDER, COMPOSER, NEW YORK, NY; 

TED ALTSCHULER, DIRECTOR, BARUCH PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, NEW 
YORK, NY

A Tempo Host Rachel Katz speaks with composer Susan Kander and soprano Roberto 
Gumbel, who collaborated on the chamber opera dwb (driving while black). The work 
spotlights the emotions and fraught decisions that face Black parents as they raise their 

children and prepare them to go out into the world as young adults and will be presented 
online through the Baruch Performing Arts Center. The conversation will also include 

BPAC Director Ted Altschuler.

A TEMPO 10/24/20

GUESTS:  GABRIEL VAN AALST, PRESIDENT AND CEO, NEW JERSEY 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, NEWARK, NJ; KEVIN MAYNOR, ARTISTIC 

DIRECTOR, TRILOGY: AN OPERA COMPANY, NEWARK, NJ

A Tempo this week features the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra and its revised Fall 
season programs, which include videos of its musicians performing diverse repertoire in 
iconic Newark location and productions of works that reflect current-day discussions of 
race and social justice. Host Rachel Katz speaks with NJSO President and CEO Gabriel 
van Aalst, and also with Kevin Maynor, artistic director of Trilogy: An Opera Company, 

which highlights works by Black composers and is partnering with the NJSO for a 
presentation of selections from Michael Raphael’s Emmett Till oratorio.

A TEMPO 10/31/20

GUESTS: JEREMY GRUNIN, CHAIRMAN, GRUNIN FUND, PRINCETON, NJ; 
SHARNITA JOHNSON, ARTS PROGRAM DIRECTOR, GERALDINE R. DODGE 
FOUNDATION, MORRISTOWN, NJ; ADAM WELCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

ARTS COUNCIL OF PRINCETON, PRINCETON, NJ

A Tempo this week looks at how some local NJ organizations are supporting and 
fostering the arts around the community during the Covid-19 pandemic. Host Rachel 

Katz will speak with Jeremy Grunin, chairman of the Grunin Foundation, and Sharnita 



Johnson, Arts Program Director of the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, about the New 
Jersey Arts and Culture Recovery Fund that was created to help state organizations 

weather the financial challenges of the pandemic and related shut-downs. She also chats 
with Adam Welch, who earlier this year took on the position as Executive Director of the 

Arts Council of Princeton, about how the council has continued to bring arts to area 
residents.

A TEMPO 11/7/20

GUESTS:  MARK ROXEY, FOUNDER AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, ROXEY 
BALLET, LAMBERTVILLE, NJ

A Tempo Host Rachel Katz launches a series examining how performing arts 
organizations, are finding ways to continue holiday favorites to their audiences, including 

family programs and performances of The Nutcracker or Messiah. She starts off with a 
conversation with Mark Roxey, founder and artistic director of Roxey Ballet, which is 

creating a “Nutcracker Channel” that will feature a series of virtual productions 
throughout the season.

A TEMPO 11/14/20

GUESTS: KARA MEDOFF, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AMERICAN BALLET 
THEATER, NEW YORK, NY; DEVON TEUSCHER, DANCER, AMERICAN 

BALLET THEATER, NEW YORK, NY
Host Rachel Katz speaks with American Ballet Theater Executive Director Kara Medoff 
about ABT’s initiatives to bring ballet to audiences throughout the pandemic, including 
the first in a line of children’s books, and also with dancer Devon Teuscher, one of the 
dancers who has spent time in a “ballet bubble” with colleagues in order to be able to 

dance together in new works that will be produced and presented virtually.

A TEMPO 11/21/20

GUESTS:  JULIE DIANA HENCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AMERICAN 
REPERTORY BALLET, NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ; MARC UYS, EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR, PRINCETON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, PRINCETON, NJ 

A Tempo checks in with the American Repertory Ballet and Princeton Symphony 
Orchestra to see how they are pivoting the bring some of their seasonal holiday specials 

to audiences. Host Rachel Katz will interview ARB Executive Director Julie Diana 
Hench and Princeton Symphony Executive Director Marc Uys, about their Fall and 
holiday plans, which includes an appearance by ARB dancers in the symphony’s 

Nutcracker performance.



A TEMPO 11/28/20

GUESTS:  MELISSA YOUNG, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, DALLAS BLACK DANCE 
THEATER, DALLAS, TX; KATRICIA EAGLIN, ACADEMY DIRECTOR, DALLAS 

BLACK DANCE THEATRE, DALLAS, TX

Host Rachel Katz continues her focus on seasonal traditions, including the Nutcracker, 
and turns to the Dallas Black Dance Theatre to see how it shifted its Espresso Nutcracker 
program to an online experience. She’ll speak with Artistic Director Melissa Young and 

Academy Director Katricia Eaglin about its plans and keeping its programs going 
throughout the pandemic.

A TEMPO 12/5/20

GUESTS:  JAMES JORDAN, PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR, WESTMINSTER 
CONDUCTING INSTITUTE, WESTMINSTER CHOIR COLLEGE, 

LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ; JASON VODICKA, PROFESSOR, WESTMINSTER CHOIR 
COLLEGE, LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ; LILLIE JUDGE, STUDENT, WESTMINSTER 

CHOIR COLLEGE, LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ.

Host Rachel Katz checks in with Westminster Choir College to see how it is adapting its 
annual Readings and Carols holiday tradition. She speaks with professor James Jordan, 

who founded the tradition, professor Jason Vodicka, and student Lillie Judge, about 
maintaining traditions, increasing the diversity of the program and adapting it to social 

distancing and other Covid-era guidelines.

A TEMPO 12/12/20

GUESTS:  JULIAN WACHNER, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND THE ARTS, 
TRINITY-WALL STREET, NEW YORK, NY; ERINA YASHIMA, ASSISTANT 

CONDUCTOR, PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA, PHILADELPHIA, PA

Wrapping up a series on special holiday performance plans in the era of Covid-19, Host 
Rachel Katz checks in Julian Wachner, Director of Music and the Arts at Trinity-Wall 
Street, which revised its Messiah production for an online presentation, and with Erina 

Yashima, Assistant Conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra, which is presenting a virtual 
format of its annual Nutcracker Family Concert.



A TEMPO 12/19/20

GUESTS:  ROBERT FREEMAN, MUSIC EDUCATOR/PIANIST, AUSTIN, TX; 
JAMES FREEMAN, CONDUCTOR/PIANIST/PROFESSOR EMERITUS, 

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE, SWARTHMORE, PA 

Robert and James Freeman spent their lives as musicians and educators, and they 
attribute their passion for music and rewarding careers to the early start their parents, 
Henry and Florence Knope Freeman - gave them. The brothers have released a CD 

featuring commissioned works in tribute to their parents’, and host Rachel Katz speaks 
with them about the CD, their parents’ careers and their commitment to new music.

A TEMPO 12/26/20

GUESTS:  DAN MOLLER, AUTHOR/PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, 
ROCKVILLE, MD

Philosophy professor Dan Moller spent three years teaching learning and struggling with 
Bach and other composers so he could learn to play Bach’s Fugue in C Minor from The 
Well-Tempered Clavier. Host Rachel Katz chats with him about his recently published 
book, The Way of Bach, chronicling his musings and discoveries about the composer’s 

life and music.

JazzOn2: HD2 – Programs Issues – Fourth Quarter 2020
WWFM JazzOn2 offers music and the following public affairs programming:

Latino USA: Sundays, 3:00pm- 4:00pm   
Host:  Maria Hinojosa  
Produced by: Futuro Media - www.latinousa.org
Latino USA reports stories about diversity, culture, civic dialogue and how people live 
(and struggle) with differences in the community. 
 

Making Contact: Mondays, 11:30 am- 12pm   
Host: Alternating National Radio Project Hosts
Produced by:  The National Radio Project – www.nationalradioproject.org
Making Contact is committed to in-depth critical analysis that goes beyond the breaking 
news. Showcasing voices and perspectives rarely heard in mainstream media, Making 
Contact focuses on the human realities of politics and the connections between local and 
global events, emphasizing positive and creative ways to solve problems.



51 Percent: Mondays, 11:30pm-12:00pm   
Host: Allison Dunne
Produced by: WAMC, Northeast Public Radio - www.wamc.org/
Host Allison Dunne talks to experts in their field for a wide-ranging, entertaining 
discussion of issues that not only fall into the traditional 'women's issues' category, but 
topics that concern us all as human beings and citizens of the global community.

Big Picture Science:  Tuesdays, 11am-12noon
Hosts:  Seth Shostak & Molly Bentley
Produced by: The SETI Institute
Big Picture Science has fun drawing surprising connections between the latest science 
and technology research to give you the Big Picture.

Leading researchers, techies, and journalists join astronomer Seth Shostak and science 
journalist Molly Bentley each week to provide a smart and humorous take on emerging 
scientific research.

Our regular "Skeptic Check" episodes cast a critical eye on pseudoscience.

With Good Reason:  Wednesdays, 11am-12noon 
Host: Sarah McConnell
Produced by: Virginia Humanities – www.withgoodreasonradio.org
Each week on With Good Reason, our ever-curious host Sarah McConnell takes you 
along as she examines a wide range of topics with leading scholars.  

*****WEEK #41*******************************************

 
10/5/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The global women's movement to resist the violence and greed of capitalism.

Description:  Women Rising Radio #40 explores the global women's movement to resist 
the violence and greed of capitalism. A women-led village in Kurdish Syria establishes 
democracy, gender equality, religious freedom and sustainability. And in New York city, 
women-led cooperative businesses are challenging monopoly capitalist enterprise, and 
winning. 

10/5/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A rebroadcast of the 2019 interview with Ruth Bader Ginsburg.



Description:  On this week’s 51%, we revisit an interview with Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
from last year. The Supreme Court Justice’s death on September 18 sparked vigils across 
the country, and controversy over the timing of the next appointee.

10/6/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Mycology Education:  The World Beneath Our Feet

Description:  Beneath our feet is a living network just as complex and extensive as the 
root systems in a forest. Fungi, which evolved in the oceans, were among the first to 
colonize the barren continents more than a half-billion years ago. They paved the way for 
land plants, animals, and (eventually) you. 

Think beyond penicillin and pizza, and take a moment to consider these amazing 
organisms. Able to survive every major extinction, essential as Nature’s decomposers, 
and the basis of both ale and antibiotics, fungi are essential to life. And their behavior is 
so complex you’ll be wondering if we shouldn’t call them intelligent!

10/7/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Predicting Hotspots

Description:  A new computer algorithm designed to predict which nations will have civil 
unrest in five years reveals America is high on the list of likely conflict hot spots.

Also: Christie Jones was working in homeland security when Trayvon Martin was 
murdered by a neighborhood vigilante. She began questioning why the government is 
focused more on external terrorism threats than the home grown terrorism from people 
radicalized by racism.

*****WEEK #42*******************************************

10/11/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:30

Issue:  The Castro Tum case has upended tens of thousands of immigrants' lives.

Description:  In 2018, a young Guatemalan man named Reynaldo Castro Tum was 
ordered deported even though no one in the government knew where he was. He had 
come to the United States a few years before as an unaccompanied minor. Now, more 
than two years later, his unusual journey through the United States' immigration system 
has sucked Roland Sylvain, a Haitian American man who came to the United States 
legally almost four decades ago, back into a legal quagmire he thought that he'd escaped.  



On this episode of Latino USA we reveal how the Castro Tum case has upended tens of 
thousands of immigrants' lives.

10/12/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Voting from Jail

Description:  70 Million: Voting from Jail is a Right, and Now a Reality in Chicago:  A 
year ago, Illinois passed a law requiring all jails to ensure that pre-trial detainees have an 
opportunity to vote. Chicago’s Cook County Jail was turned into a polling place during 
the 2019 primaries. Sheriff Tom Dart is an enthusiastic supporter of the program. And 
advocates like Amani Sawari are working to ensure voters in custody are informed and 
prepared to vote in the upcoming election. Pamela Kirkland reports.

10/12/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Sexual Politics

Description:  On this week’s 51%, a scholar of gender and sexual studies has a new book 
out on sexual politics.

10/13/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  Adaptive Benefits of Walking
Description:  Talk the Walk – The advantage of legging it.
Birds and bees do it … and so do fish. In a discovery that highlights the adaptive benefits 
of walking, scientists have discovered fish that can walk on land. Not fin-flap their 
bodies, mind you, but ambulate like reptiles.  

And speaking of which, new research shows that T Rex, the biggest reptile of them all, 
wasn’t a sprinter, but could be an efficient hunter by outwalking its prey.

Find out the advantage of legging it, and how human bipedalism stacks up. Not only is 
walking good for our bodies and brains, but not walking can change your personality and 
adversely affect your health.

10/14/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  LGBT+ Clubbing



Description:  Bars, nightclubs, dance, and music have long held a special place in 
LGBTQ+ culture. But even as shows like RuPaul’s Drag Race and Pose bring that culture 
into the mainstream, real-life gay bars and clubs are shuttering. DJ Madison Moore 
argues that the club scene and the “fabulous” fashions on display there are radical spaces 
for queer and trans of color togetherness. 

We'll also tour the sometimes-dangerous, always-exciting gay bars of the 1970s and 
1980s in Roanoke, VA, before gentrification closed them.

*****WEEK #43*******************************************

10/18/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The story of a controversial Puerto Rican network of drug treatment center.

Description:  It's a common sight in Puerto Rico—men in bright yellow T-shirts going 
door-to door-selling cakes. They're residents at Hogar CREA, Puerto Rico's biggest drug 
treatment program. Since CREA’s founding 1968, they've grown to a sprawling network 
of about 150 centers in Puerto Rico, the U.S. mainland, and elsewhere in Latin America. 
But since the 1990s, the organization has been under fire for their methods. Latino USA 
takes a look at how this rehab empire works.

Also on the show, a portrait of actor and entrepreneur Danny Trejo.

10/19/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Felon disenfranchisement and the political battle to restore the voting rights.

Description:  Unblock the Vote:  This week we'll explore felon disenfranchisement and 
the political battle to restore the voting rights of over 6 million people not eligible to vote 
because of laws that restrict people convicted of felonies from voting. We'll meet 
criminal justice activists in California pushing to restore the rights of 50,000 individuals 
on parole, through the advocacy of a ballot measure in November's election. We will also 
turn our attention to the Native vote. In 2019 and early 2020, Native Americans testified 
at congressional field hearings about the ways in which their votes were being 
suppressed.

10/19/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Drawing more women into video gaming.



Description:  On this week’s 51%, a professor of entertainment studies hope to draw 
more women into video gaming. Hear about a film project to highlight suffragists on 
Election Day and learn why the name of the Democratic vice presidential candidate 
sparks conversation.

10/21/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  COVID – The Threat is in the Air
Description:  With colder temperatures, how risky is it to dine indoors again? Linsey 
Marr says plenty risky. The tiny aerosols are like cigarette smoke and can pose a risk to 
anyone in the room. 

Also: For vulnerable Americans, traveling to a doctor’s office for a vaccine could be 
risky.  A stick-on patch that would allow people to vaccinate from home is in 
development.

Later in the show: A new book details the history of the feminist self-help movement that 
helped a generation of women reclaim control over their bodies.

10/22/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Geology is Destiny -- How Earth’s History Has Shaped Ours

Description:  Geology is big history. The record of the rocks is not just the history of 
Earth; it’s your history too.  Geologists can learn about events going back billions of 
years that influenced – and even made possible – our present-day existence and shaped 
our society.

If the last Ice Age had been a bit warmer, the rivers and lakes of the Midwest would have 
been much farther north and the U.S. might still be a small country of 13 states.  If some 
Mediterranean islands hadn’t twisted a bit, no roads would have led to Rome.

Geology is big history, and the story is on-going.  Human activity is changing the planet 
too, and has introduced its own geologic era, the Anthropocene.  Will Earthlings of a 
hundred million years from now dig up our plastic refuse and study it the way we study 
dinosaur bones?

Plus, the dodo had the bad luck to inhabit a small island and couldn’t adapt to human 
predators.  But guess what?  It wasn’t as dumb as you think.

*****WEEK #44*******************************************



10/25/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  Why Campaigns Fail To Get Latinos To Vote

Description:  Thirty-two million Latinos are eligible to vote this election – a record. But 
research suggests that, in battleground states, 57 percent of them are not going to cast 
ballots. This year, traditional political strategies plus the challenges presented by 
COVID-19 made Latino voters a low priority again. 

Also on the show: The history of deportation in the United States is nearly as old as the 
country itself. In his recent book, The Deportation Machine, Professor Adam Goodman 
explores how deportation became an essential part of U.S. immigration policy.

10/26/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Mental Health at the Root of Activism

Description:  Self Care as Selfless Act: Mental Health at the Root of Activism (Encore):
Activists in the Latinx immigrant community of Los Angeles share what they do to take 
care of their mental health. The issues these activists work on often impact their personal 
lives, and people who work in the service of others are particularly at risk of burnout and 
compassion fatigue. Self-care becomes a selfless act when it allows activists to stay 
healthy and do their work in a sustainable way.

10/26/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00
Issue:  One Big History Lesson

Description:  On this week’s 51%, it’s one big history lesson. First, during this year that 
marks the 100th anniversary of guaranteeing women’s right to vote, a professor talks 
about women who deserve more of the limelight, and Gilles Malkine has profile of a 
woman in science.

10/27/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  Consequences of a Warmer Planet

Description:  What's a Few Degrees?
Consequences of a warmer planet

Download audio



Brace yourself for heatwave “Lucifer.” Dangerous deadly heatwaves may soon be so 
common that we give them names, just like hurricanes. This is one of the dramatic 
consequences of just a few degrees rise in average temperatures.

Also coming: Massive heat “blobs” that form in the oceans and damage marine life, and 
powerful windstorms called “derechos” pummeling the Midwest. 

Plus, are fungal pathogens adapting to hotter temperatures and breaching the 98.6 F 
thermal barrier that keeps them from infecting us?

10/28/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  The Pandemic Election

Description:  If you think poll taxes and literacy tests are voting barriers of the past, think 
again. Gilda Daniels’ new book Uncounted: Voter Suppression in the United States 
explores how updated versions of these barriers--like stricter voter ID laws and targeting 
voters with misinformation--are undermining our democracy.

Plus: States that allow no-excuse early voting could see many more people cast ballots 
than in past years.

*****WEEK #45*******************************************

11/1/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  A Third of the Latino Vote

Description:  Latino USA’s Maria Hinojosa speaks with historian Geraldo Cadava about 
the history of Latinos in the Republican Party, from Richard Nixon to George W. Bush.

Why do Latinos support Trump? Many people have asked this question since 2016, 
when, after launching his campaign by calling Mexican immigrants rapists, Trump still 
won almost a third of the Latino vote. Polls indicate that Trump could do it again. In this 
episode, we talk to historian Geraldo Cadava and to longtime Latino Republicans to 
understand why roughly a third of Latino voters have supported Republican presidential 
candidates ever since the 1970s.

Also on the show, we speak with author Karla Cornejo about her debut book, “The 
Undocumented Americans.”



11/2/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Voter suppression and its target’s aren’t new phenomena.

Description:  Voter suppression and its target’s aren’t new phenomena. People of color 
and the poor have always been dissuaded from voting. We take a look at how race and 
voter suppression might play a role in the 2020 election, and we talk to organizers from 
the South who are fighting it, and ensuring that everyone has the right to vote not just in 
this election, but in every single election.

11/2/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A Genocide Survivor Tells Her Story

Description:  On this week’s 51%, a genocide survivor tells her story that began in 
Bosnia and crossed into the U.S.  Plus, a filmmaker explores new ways of indigenous 
storytelling.

11/3/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  Skeptic Check: Stay Skeptical – New-school deception in the language of science.

Description:  Whether you call it hooey, codswallop, or malarkey, misinformation is not 
what it used to be. It’s harder to spot now. New-school BS is often cloaked in the 
trappings of math, science, and statistics. Can you identify which tweets about a new 
COVID study are fraudulent? Plus, deceptive on-line advertisements that relentlessly beg 
for our attention. All in all, it’s a jungle out there. We have tips for getting through it.

11/4/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  Presidential Leadership

Description:  Theodore Roosevelt modernized the military to bolster America’s 
international presence and his presidency marked the beginning of United States 
imperialism.

Also: Arthur Schlesinger was the foremost presidential historian of the 20th century. His 
work can teach us a lot about what makes a successful liberal presidency.



Later in the show: What makes a leader decide to go to war? Is the decision based solely 
on facts on the ground or is it driven by the personality of the leader?  Two scholars have 
evidence personalities are more important than previously believed.

*****WEEK #46*******************************************

11/8/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:30
 
Issue:  California owns hundreds of vacant homes during a time of homelessness.

Description:  On March 14th of 2020, Martha Escudero and her two daughters became 
the first of a dozen unhoused families to occupy one of over a hundred vacant houses in 
El Sereno, Los Angeles. Some call them squatters, but they call themselves the 
Reclaimers. This is the story of one of these houses, and its residents, past and present, 
who have fought to make it their home.

Also on the show, we bring you one of our “How I Made It” segments, with East LA 
Band, Las Cafeteras.

11/9/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Election 2020 Special - More than a vote!

Description:  Voting in one of the most momentous presidential elections in the nation’s 
history is over. The morning after polls closed nearly 136 million ballots had been 
counted. But as has been reported for weeks ahead of the election, there is no clear 
winner, and the tally of absentee ballots continues. In this election special, we go to 
Arizona, Florida, and Oregon to hear from voters there. And later in the program we’ll 
hear about election power grabs, and some of the legal fights that have been taking place 
to protect the rights of voters.

11/9/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue: Replacing cycles of dominance and oppression with cycles of healing.  

Description:  On this week’s 51%, hear the story of a woman reconciling with her past 
and working toward equitable and just relationships.

11/10/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00



Issue:  The Other Living World

Description:  Reason for hope is just one thing that ecologist Carl Safina can offer.  He 
understands why many of us turn to nature to find solace during this stressful time. Safina 
studies the challenges facing the ultimate survival of many species, but also gives a 
portrait of animals from their point of view. He describes how diverse animals such as 
sperm whales, bear cubs, macaws, and chickens deal with uncertainty, and assert their 
quirky individuality while learning to become part of a community. So is it possible for 
us to reconnect not just with humanity, but also with the other living world?

11/11/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  The pandemic has revealed the inefficiencies and vulnerabilities of our food 
distribution system.

Description:
Parents spend a lot of time policing meals: "No, you can’t have the hot fries and ice 
cream for dinner. Yes, please, have some more kale." Andria Timmer takes us to the 
dinner tables of “natural parents,” who left city life behind to bring the kids closer to their 
food source.

*****WEEK #47*******************************************

11/15/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:53:59
 
Issue:  The Myth of the Latino Vote

Description:  A major lesson from the 2020 election is one that Latinos already know: 
The idea of a single “Latinx vote” is a myth. Latinos and Latinas throughout the United 
States draw from different histories that have shaped their different policy interests, 
ideologies, and personal experiences. President Trump won Florida, including nearly half 
of all Latinx-identifying voters in the state. But across the country in Arizona, grassroots 
groups led a wave of younger Latinx voters to flip the state blue for President-elect Joe 
Biden. In this episode of Latino USA, we take a closer look at the Latinx voters that 
made it out to the polls in these states and how they decided who to cast their critical 
votes for.

11/16/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Electoral College’s Dirty History (Encore)



Description:  Given the Trump Election and the difference between popular votes and 
Electoral votes, we explore the Electoral College. Who are the electors, anyway? And 
will the United States ever join the rest of the world, and adopt a popular vote for 
president?  Yale University Law & Political Science Professor Akhil Reed Amar says the 
Electoral College discourages voting, lessens the power of the states, and could work to 
the disadvantage of either major political party.  On this edition of Making Contact, Akhil 
Reed Amar speaks with Angela McKenzie of Initiative Radio about how the US 
constitution can be changed to create a more “fair and just society.”

11/16/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Seeking Connections During the Pandemic.
Description:  On this week’s 51%, as we seek connections even more during the COVID-
19 pandemic, we meet the founder of a salon series intended to gather women and have 
more meaningful conversations. And Kelly Corrigan talks about her new interview series.

11/17/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Time Travel Agents -- Yesterday May Be Our Future

Description:  Hey, let’s meet last week for coffee. Okay, we can’t meet in the past… yet. 
But could it be only a matter of time before we can?  In an attempt to defy the 
grandfather paradox, scientists try sending a photon back in time to destroy itself. 

Also, find out how teleportation allows particles to instantaneously skip through space-
time and why sending humans wouldn’t violate the laws of physics. 

But before you pack your bags for that instantaneous trip to Paris, we need to understand 
the nature of time. A physicist offers a testable theory and ponders how it bears on free 
will.

Plus, feel as if time comes to a standstill when you’re standing in line? Tricks for altering 
your perception of time while you wait. Some businesses already use them on you.

11/18/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Desegregation:  Separate and Unequal

Description:  This episode is a conversation with some of the first young African 
American students who integrated E.C. Glass, an all-white high school in Lynchburg, 



Virginia.  In 1962 Owen Cardwell was one of a handful of brave youngsters who crossed 
the race barrier to help the court case for desegregation.  By 1970 the local all-black high 
school was closed and all the students were forced to attend the formerly all-white high 
school.  Philicia Jefferson shares her memories of her "lost" senior year.

*****WEEK #48*******************************************

11/22/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  A Look at the Life of Gloria Estefan

Description:  We bring you a portrait of the Latina icon, Gloria Estefan. The Cuban-
American singer-songwriter, is a multifaceted artist and a philanthropist. Maria Hinojosa 
sits down with Gloria to discuss her life, and how she overcame trauma.

Gloria Maria Milagrosa Fajardo Garcia was a shy, quiet young woman who joined a band 
named the Miami Latin Boys. Although she had no plans of international fame, life had 
different plans for her. The Miami Latin Boys became The Miami Sound Machine, 
Gloria Estefan began to take over the spotlight and the rest is music history. In this 
“Portrait Of Gloria Estefan”, Latino USA sits down with the icon to discuss her life.

Also on the show … the story of Kate Bustamante, a 20-year-old student at Santa Ana 
became her family's main breadwinner during pandemic times.

11/23/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Six Years Since #SayHerName.

Description:  2020 marks six years since #SayHerName, the movement to draw greater 
awareness and action around Black female victims of police and state violence, was 
created by the African American Policy Forum. Today the deaths of Black women and 
girls at the hands of law enforcement still doesn’t generate the same vocal concern and 
outrage as that of Black men and boys. The show will examine this point while providing 
historical context.

This story highlights specific stories of police murders of Black women but more 
importantly shows a pattern of erasure that makes #sayinghername necessary.

11/23/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:29:00



Issue:  Army critics speak up about sexual harassment, and other stories.

Description:  On this week’s 51%, Army critics speak up about sexual harassment; a 
brewery launches a diversity and inclusion initiative and Dr. Jeri Burns shares her view 
on being masked.

11/24/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Sex Post Facto:  What’s next?

Description:  Birds do it, bees do it, but humans may not do it for much longer – at least 
not for having kids.  Instead, babies will be made in the lab, with genomes selected to 
ensure ideal physical and behavioral traits. Meanwhile, some animals already reproduce 
asexually, and sex is panning out for wild animals trying to survive in the city.

11/25/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Stirring the Pot -- Home Canning in America

Description:  Although it was once an important part of feeding families, home canning 
in America has never been just about necessity. A look back at home canning reveals the 
pride and creativity that went into stocking a pantry. 

And we go inside a community cannery and a basement storeroom to hear from people 
who are keeping the tradition alive.

In the second half hour two brewers discuss the culture that's grown up around brewing 
beer locally and at home.

*****WEEK #49*******************************************

11/29/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  The story of Richard Oakes, an Indigenous leader in the Red Power Movement of 
the 1960s, who led the occupation of Alcatraz Island 50 years ago.

Description:  By Right of Discovery -- On Thanksgiving Day, hundreds of people gather 
on Alcatraz Island, a former prison and one of the largest tourist attractions in San 
Francisco, for a sunrise ceremony to honor indigenous culture and history. In 1969, an 



intertribal group of students and activists took over the island for nine months in an act of 
political resistance. Richard Oakes, a young Mohawk from New York, was one of the 
leaders in this movement dubbed the "Red Power Movement." Latino USA looks at the 
life of Richard Oakes from his involvement with Alcatraz to his untimely death at the age 
of 30.

11/30/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00 

Issue:  Language is Life, Land is Sacred

Description:  Making Contact’s Community Storytelling Fellow Vincent Medina is a 
Chochenyo Ohlone Native-American who is a part of a young generation working to 
revitalize the Chochenyo language for future generations. Making Contact’s Community 
Storytelling Fellow Isabella Zizi is a young Native-American environmentalist shaped by 
the 2012 Chevron Refinery Explosion and by her indigenous women elders in the 
Refinery Corridor Healing Walks in the Bay Area of California.

11/30/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Taking in Kamala Harris's Victory

Description:  On this week’s 51%, a woman who made history in New York politics 
takes in Kamala Harris’ victory; there’s a changing landscape in theatre arts funding and 
a Buddhist teacher brings Buddhist women to the fore.

12/1/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Into the Deep -- Dive Into an Alien World.

Description:  Have you ever heard worms arguing? Deep-sea scientists use hydrophones 
to eavesdrop on “mouth-fighting worms.”  It’s one of the many ways scientists are trying 
to catalog the diversity of the deep oceans — estimated to be comparable to a rainforest, 
mining companies are ready with dredging vehicles to strip mine the seafloor. Are we 
willing to eradicate an alien landscape that we haven’t yet visited?

12/2/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  Outdoor Archives -- The Lost Tribe of Magruder



Description:  We think of cemeteries as separate worlds unto themselves. But people 
buried at Confederate graveyards were surely connected to those buried at the African 
burial grounds, and the cemeteries reveal the intimacy of the connections. 

And: After Pearl Harbor, many mostly black communities were forced to leave their 
lands to make way for military training bases--leaving also cemeteries that are now 
behind high military fences.

*****WEEK #50*******************************************

12/6/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:
 
Issue:  Ilia Calderón: My Skin Color Doesn’t Define Me

Description:  Learn about Ilia Calderón's journey to becoming the first Afro-Latina to 
anchor a national news network in the United States and finding her voice amid racism 
not just in white but also Latinx communities.

12/7/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  On the Brink: Homelessness before and during COVID-19 (Encore)

Description:  When the coronavirus pandemic hit the U.S. many of us were told to 
“shelter in place” in order to minimize the spread of disease. But, for a lot of people who 
are forced to live on the street, it's not possible to just close the door and retreat into 
safety. Today’s show is about homelessness. We start by following two women as they 
undergo several evictions, even though they’re already living in encampments. And we 
talk about the impact these ongoing displacements have on their mental and physical 
health. Then, we take a look at how homeless communities are dealing with COVID-19 
and finally, we talk about market forces in the housing crisis and how to fight for “the 
right to housing.”

12/8/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  The Harmful Effects of Sitting for Long Periods of Time

Description:  On this week’s 51%, woman tells her story about being thrown off track 
and embracing the change and community she gains; a sports studies professor discusses 
Major League Baseball’s first female general manager (tease three) and older women 



beware the chair — a new study shows the harmful effect of sitting for long periods of 
time.

12/8/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Bare Bones -- Who You Are Inside

Description:  You may not feel that your skeleton does very much. But without it you’d 
be a limp bag of protoplasm, unable to move.  And while you may regard bones as rigid 
and inert, they are living tissue. 

Bones are also time capsules, preserving much of your personal history. Find out how 
evolutionary biologists, forensic anthropologists, and even radiation scientists read them.

And why won’t your dog stop gnawing on that bone?

12/8/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The Environmental Imagination -- Learning Climate Change from Literature

Description:  What can we learn about climate change from literary figures like Walt 
Whitman or Cormac McCarthy? Greg Wrenn says it’s a lot more than you might think. 
He teaches a fascinating class that fuses creative writing and the natural environment. 

Also: Nick Balascio has journeyed to the far reaches of the planet, collecting lake 
sediments that offer clues into environmental change over thousands of earth's years. 

Plus: A new study shows how much news stories about science and climate influences 
which environmental policies are adopted by state lawmakers.

*****WEEK #51*******************************************

12/13/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  The Amazon's Burning Libraries.

Description:  The arrival of COVID-19 in Munduruku territory, in the heart of the 
Brazilian Amazon, has threatened the lives of the group, and its entire culture. 
Coronavirus took the life of an important Munduruku leader, bringing both sadness to an 
embattled people and hampering language revitalization efforts. But the Munduruku are a 
warrior people defined by their fierceness and tenacity. 



Also on the show: From med-school student to musician, how Erik Rodriguez 
transformed himself into Cimafunk, and made a splash in Cuba's rich musical scene.

12/14/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Aftershocks of Disaster: Puerto Rico Before and After the Storm

Description:  Three years after Hurricane Maria hit, Puerto Ricans are still reeling from 
its effects and aftereffects. We bring you a Haymarket Books talk by Marisol LeBrón, 
Yarimar Bonilla, and Molly Crabapple, on a collection of essays called “Aftershocks of 
Disaster: Puerto Rico Before and After the Storm” which discusses the legacy of Maria, 
and also community organizing in the face of government abandonment. This piece 
includes clips from the Short Film : "Aftershocks of Disaster," directed by Juan C. 
Dávila, and produced by Yarimar Bonilla.

12/14/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Environmentally-Friendly Feminine Products and other stories.

Description:  On this week’s 51%, she’s a professor, pilot, computer scientist and author, 
and talks about how flying helped her face many fears. And we’ll hear about 
environmentally-friendly feminine products.

12/15/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Can psychedelics treat disease?

Description:  Skeptic Check: Shroom with a View -- Can psychedelics treat disease?
Magic mushrooms – or psilocybin - may be associated with tripping hippies and 
Woodstock, but they are now being studied as new treatments for depression and 
neurodegenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s. Is this Age of Aquarius medicine or 
something that could really work? Plus, the centuries-long use of psychedelics by 
indigenous peoples, and a discovery in California’s Pinwheel Cave offers new clues 
about the relationship between hallucinogens and cave art.

12/16/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  Writing Through -- Artists Perpectives – Exploring the Human Connection



Description:  What do the mythological Chimera and motherhood have in common? In 
her work, poet Julie Phillips Brown dissects this and other biological queries, cleverly 
unveiling what makes us distinctly and undoubtedly human. 

And: Playwright Ivan Rodden focuses on the stories of refugees in his plays On Arriving 
and Lost Sock Laundry, painting intimate onstage portraits of humans navigating the 
unknown. 

Also: Poet Caseyrenée Lopez has devoted a career to creating spaces for the poetry and 
experimental work of queer and trans writers.

*****WEEK #52*******************************************

12/20/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  A conversation with historian Kelly Lytle Hernandez, whose work documenting 
mass incarceration can help us to imagine a future beyond it.

Description:  Kelly Lytle Hernandez talks about her project “Million Dollar Hoods,” 
which maps the fiscal and human cost of mass incarceration in Los Angeles, asking us to 
imagine what it would look like to invest those resources in communities of color instead. 

Also on the show: Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascón talks with 
Maria Hinojosa about getting harassed by the police as a teenager, how his years at the 
LAPD shaped his philosophy of law enforcement, and his vision for his new job.

12/21/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Deep: Rising Sea Levels and Corporate Control of Water

Description:  On this episode of Making Contact, we look at the privatization of our 
earth’s most precious resource "water." People around the world have been organizing 
against this privatization in the face of climate change and rising sea levels that threaten 
to contaminate our limited drinking water supplies.

12/21/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A record number of women will serve in Congress next year.



Description:  On this week’s 51%, hear from the first woman expected to serve as 
Vermont Senate Pro Tem, and another woman has taken disaster prepping to another 
level.

12/22/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Fire Clouds and Ice-teroids:  AGU Meeting Highlights.

Description:  Upcoming asteroid missions will bring back samples from Bennu, and get 
up-close and personal with seven other small bodies to tell us how the solar system was 
born, while the DART mission will help us learn how to deflect any incoming asteroids. 
Meanwhile, the Juno mission to Jupiter has given insight on its hard-to-study poles. On 
Earth, warmer temperatures threaten peat bog biodiversity and the structure of the Arctic. 
And massive wildfires have sent soot circling the globe. They’re all highlights from the 
fall meeting of the American Geophysical Union.

Small bodies will hit the big time next year; a sample return from asteroid Bennu and the 
launch of both the DART and Lucy missions could unravel puzzles about the formation 
of the solar system, as well teach us how to deflect any asteroids headed our way. 
Meanwhile, the Juno mission to Jupiter has shown us its hard-to-study poles, where 
swirling gas and magnetic fields rule. On Earth, warmer temperatures threaten peat bog 
biodiversity and the structure of the Arctic. And massive wildfires have sent soot circling 
the globe. Assistant Producer Sarah Derouin discusses the Arctic Report Card. They’re 
all highlights from the fall meeting of the American Geophysical Union.

12/23/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Policing the Jig

Description:  Francis O’Neill rose through the ranks to become a prominent Chicago 
police chief at the turn of the 20th century. But he’s mostly remembered as the savior of 
Irish folk music. His biographer highlights O’Neill’s incredible life and how he collected 
thousands of Irish tunes. 

And: Sound artist Thomas Stanley says there's no such thing as silence--there’s always 
something to hear. He plays some of his favorite listening selections.

Plus: Exploring African American artists in the classical music canon.

*****WEEK #53*******************************************



12/27/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Wrongfully imprisoned citizens

Description:  The story of JJ Velazquez. In 1998, JJ was sentenced to life for the murder 
of a police officer in Harlem, New York. Producer Maggie Freleng breaks down the 
evidence that suggests JJ did not commit this crime.

Description:
In 1998, JJ Velazquez was sentenced to life for the murder of a police officer in Harlem, 
New York. The twenty-one-year-old father had an alibi that day, yet was placed in a 
lineup and identified as the shooter. JJ has been in jail for over 22 years, for a crime all 
evidence suggests he did not commit.

Also on the show, COVID-19 has turned the holiday season upside down. Latino USA 
spoke with several Latinos and Latinas about how they’ve managed to stay connected 
with loved ones during the holidays.

12/28/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Pandemic, Loss and Racial Inequity

Description:  This week we turn our attention to those Americans who are bearing the 
brunt of the coronavirus fallout. According to the CDC, Blacks and Latinos are three 
times as likely to die from COVID as their white counterparts. This disproportionate 
harm has sparked a response from community organizers and researchers alike. We will 
hear from folks on the front lines to data experts looking to use pandemic related research 
to address racial and health disparities and to initiate progressive change.

12/28/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Help for veterans’ caregivers during the COVID-19 pandemic

Description:  On this week’s 51%, there is some help for veterans’ caregivers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic; we hear from a CEO trying to break down barriers to obtaining 
birth control and Dr. Jeri Burns chimes in about charity in the checkout line.

12/29/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00



Issue:  Handling the Holidays -- Science survival tips.

Description:  The stress of the holidays can make you want to hide under the covers with 
a warm cup of cocoa.  From gift buying to family gatherings, the holidays can feel like 
being inside a pressure cooker.  But don’t despair!  Science can help make the holidays a 
little brighter, from some gift-giving tips from our animal friends to embracing 
pessimism before a challenging social event to stopping that annoying merry melody on 
repeat in your head.

12/30/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  How prison literature can humanize the image of the prisoner.

Description:  

We play an oratorio based on the writings of former imprisoned men.  “Writing Our Way 
Out” is written by former jail inmates exploring the redemptive power of writing. A jazz 
musician composed a musical piece called “Open Minds: Music that Mends,” reflecting 
the book’s themes of social justice, healing and redemption. 

Later: the history of writings from prison and how prison literature can humanize the 
image of the prisoner.

Also: Conversations about prison tend to focus on incarcerated men in urban areas. 
Bonnie Zare takes us inside a rural Wyoming women’s prison to understand the place.

On A Postive Note

Launched following closures and cancellations due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus 
outbreak in March 2020, On A Positive Note highlights the ways musicians and 
performing arts organizations are staying connected within our communities and 
how they are providing music and theater to local audiences during the COVID 
pandemic. These interviews aired twice-daily, in 6-minute features. This list is a 
continuation of the program series that began the week of March 23, 2020:  

Opera Philadelphia’s “Opera on the Couch” and Virtual Festival
Lincoln Center’s “Lincoln Center at Home” and “Memorial for Us All”
Ballet Hispanico’s “BUnidos”
Violinist Jennifer Koh’s “Alone Together” commissioning project
Carnegie Hall’s family and community-centered programs



Lisa Bielawa’s “Broadcast from Home”
Renee Fleming’s “Music and Mind Live”
Giving Tuesday Now - philanthropy and the arts
Princeton Symphony Orchestra’s “PSO at Home”
American Composers Orchestra “Connecting ACO Community”
Opera Theatre of St. Louis’ participation in “Arts United STL”
Kelsey Theatre’s virtual Tomato Patch summer camp
NJ Theater Alliances virtual Stages Festival
McCarter Theatre’s “Conversations” series and online Gala
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s Virtual #OrchestraYou

 
Wait, Wait – there’s more!

On-Going Initiatives Serving our Broadcast Communities!

 WWFM continued with performances by its classical music partnership 
organizations during the pandemic, including encore performances that our 
audience may not have heard during first broadcasts. Among the highlights of 
programming were performances of the popular student performances of 
Reading and Carols programs from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, The 
New Jersey Capital Philharmonic New Year’s Eve Concert, Princeton Pro Musica 
in Handel’s Messiah Choruses, The Princeton Singers, Bach@One concerts by 
Choir of Trinity Wall Street in NYC and several others.  

  On Giving Tuesday 12/1/20 WWFM featured area non-profit organization, 
HomeFront in Trenton, NJ, which serves the needs of homeless families, offering 
a place to call home temporarily, food, clothing and various essentials for living 
along with a multitude of educational and self-help opportunities for adults and 
children alike – all towards helping families become self-sufficient towards a 
better life.  This is our way to give back to the community on this day of learning 
about the good work done by our local non-profit organizations. We aired an 
interview with HomeFront representative several times throughout the day to 
introduce our audience to this important community partner. 
  

 On July 24, 2020, WWFM presented a pair of concerts broadcast live from the 
Black Box Theater at Mercer County Community College: Pianist Clipper Erickson 
in the music of African American composer Nathaniel Dett, and Rob Kapilow in a 
special edition of What Makes It Great.  

 On September 26, 2020, WWFM aired a special edition in its bi-monthly series 
Post Classical featuring the Post Classical Ensemble based in Washington DC. The 
first virtually recorded PostClassical featured the hosts, author and music 



historian and co-founder of Post Classical Ensemble Joseph Horowitz, the Music 
Director of PostClassical Ensemble Maestro Angel Gil-Ordonez and the host of 
Exploring Music Bill McGlaughlin. They were joined by the Director of the 
Gershwin Initiative at the University of Michigan, Mark Clague; noted writer on 
opera Conrad L. Osborne; the great African-American bass-baritone Kevin Deas 
and the legendary tenor George Shirley (the first African-American tenor to 
perform a leading role at The Met) for a program devoted to George Gershwin. 
Program featured a roundtable discussion about the opera Porgy & Bess, the 
role of Porgy, and new insight into Gershwin as a concert composer (aired Sept. 
26).    

 To mark the Black Lives Matter movement, The Classical Network, an all-music 
network that, because of the very nature of classical music, includes 
performances by musicians of many ethnic and racial backgrounds, The Classical 
Network aired a six hour special program, produced in-house, of music 
performed by African-American artists/composers – the duration of which was 
devoted entirely to the musical accomplishments of African-American musicians, 
including performers and composers. This was aired on the one month 
anniversary of the death of George Floyd, June 25, 2020. WWFM also aired the 
Black Lives Matter/George Floyd statement from its parent organization, Mercer 
County Community College, and college president, Dr. Jianping Wang. Her 
statement was also made available in writing through a website link from 
WWFM’s to MCCC’s website. Related, WWFM also aired a special edition of our 
specialty program Sounds Choral: The episode was entitled  "Let Us Carry Out 
That Dream."  The title is taken from Robert Kennedy's speech on the death of 
Martin Luther King Jr.  The featured work of the program was Joel Thompson's 
powerful and timely "The Seven Last Words of the Unarmed," a setting the last 
words of seven African-American men who were killed in police action.  

 While performance organizations have cancelled their current and future 
seasons in the concert halls and theaters because of safety concerns surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, WWFM became among the first to present an actual 
live performance, from Mercer County Community College. This innovative 
concert was broadcast live on June 19 and featured the Newman & Oltman 
Guitar Duo. Performers, host and engineering staff were arranged socially 
distant with masks in order to safely produce and broadcast the concert live 
(with no audience present on site.)  

 WWFM began two new program initiatives in March 2020 while listeners 
remained at home during the COVID-19 crisis: On a Positive Note is designed to 
give listeners more options for engaging with the arts community through 
technology/computers; the other is the WWFM Listener Request Program which 
airs twice weekly to offer ways for our listeners to feel connected to WWFM and 
others who find classical music a source of joy and comfort, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   



 WWFM Station Manager (SM) participated in Rider University’s Fine & 
Performing Arts Networking Brunch Career Fair on February 25, 2020. This 
annual event is geared towards college students interested in careers in the arts, 
including broadcasting. SM spoke with many students at group round table 
discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what MCCC’s 
WWFM can offer to those interested in pursuing careers/jobs in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the Recruitment and Inclusion Fair for People with 
Disabilities and Disabled Veterans, held at Mercer County Community College’s 
Conference Center on Nov. 20, 2019. The focus of the event was to offer 
information about jobs to job seekers, including veterans, with disabilities. 
WWFM Station Manager was present with table set up to provide information 
and to talk to those interested in learning about jobs in radio and at WWFM.  

 Again, WWFM participated in the annual national Giving Tuesday event on Dec. 
3, 2019, by inviting six area non-profit organizations to our studios to talk live on 
air to inform our listeners how they serve our broadcast communities: 
HomeFront, Trenton Soup Kitchen, Princeton Senior Resource Center, Save: A 
Shelter for Homeless Animals, Trenton Music Makers, and WomenSpace.  

 WWFM participated in the Fall Career Fair at Mercer County Community College 
October 22, 2019. WWFM station manager was present to talk with students 
about job opportunities within WWFM radio.   

  Each year WWFM participates in MCCC’s Teen Arts Festival, where high school 
students from regional schools are invited to come to our MCCC campus to learn 
about culture and the arts and to participate in performance and hand-on 
activities. WWFM offers hand-on sessions and tours for students interested in 
learning about radio. This year’s Teen Arts Festival took place on May 3, 2019 
and was hosted for WWFM by WWFM’s production manager, Rachel Katz, who 
guided students through Broadcasting – On-Air, Online and Beyond at the 
WWFM studios.    

 WWFM participated in MCCC’s Explore Mercer Spring Open House for 
prospective students on April 10, 2019. WWFM station manager and production 
manager introduced new students to WWFM, and talked with them and their 
families about what the WWFM Network and MCCC radio programs have to 
offer to those interested in broadcasting.  

 WWFM Station Manager and Production Manager participated in Rider 
University’s Fine & Performing Arts Career Fair and Networking Brunch on April 
9, 2019. This annual event is geared towards college students interested in 
careers in the arts, including broadcasting. We spoke with many students at 
round table discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what 
MCCC’s WWFM and student radio programs can offer to those interested in 
pursuing careers in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the annual Guild for Early Music Festival at The Grounds 
for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ on March 24, 2019. WWFM table was set up with 
promotional material to inform interested patrons about WWFM. WWFM 



Station Manager served as host for the music event, open to the public. WWFM 
was media sponsor for the event.  

 WWFM mentors student interns in the area of hands-on production techniques 
in preparation for broadcast content, and in other departments of a radio 
station’s operations, such as membership and development (sometimes 
students are part of the work-study program at MCCC, and at others they are 
studying to obtain a degree in broadcasting at MCCC or other higher education 
institutions. During the first quarter 2020, WWFM hosted an African-American 
male student as a MCCC work study student, mentoring him with hands-on 
experience in radio production/editing.  During the fall semester 2019 from 
September through December, WWFM mentored an African American male 
work study student with hands-on experiences at WWFM radio. During the 
summer of 2019, WWFM mentored two students in radio including an African 
American male in the MCCC work study program, an African American male in 
the internship program and a female MCCC student who volunteered at WWFM 
as she looks at new career options in radio.  Note: This student initiative is 
presently on-hold, as of March 2020, as MCCC’s campus is physically closed to all 
but essential personnel during the COVID-19 crisis. When the college can re-
open safely WWFM will resume hands-on mentoring of students interested in 
careers in broadcasting. In the meantime, we are looking into ways we can 
engage students remotely in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the 2020 Holocaust Remembrance Day by presenting our 
own production of Vera’s Story – the moving and unforgettable story of MCCC 
professor, Dr.Vera Goodkin and how she escaped the Holocaust as a child with 
the help of the Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg of the Raoul Wallenberg 
International Foundation. Locally produced by WWFM’s Rachel Katz and William 
Zagorski. 

 WWFM continues to host a website at www.wwfm.org.
 We regularly conduct live and pre-recorded interviews with people from the 

cultural community who are making news with performances in the WWFM 
coverage area and beyond. This program is called Cadenza, a weekly interview 
program devoted to highlighting local and international musicians. Cadenza is a 
2014 recipient of the prestigious ASCAP Foundation Deems Taylor/Virgil 
Thomson Radio Broadcast Award.   

 WWFM continues with its Noontime Concert Series - The Classical Network in 
Concert, which is an extension of WWFM’s Celebrating Our Musical Community. 
The series highlights local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast on 
WWFM, and for which key performers with various ensembles are invited to 
WWFM to co-host the programs for broadcast. Locally-produced. Note: this 
regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because no 
concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans 
include resumption of the series when performance organizations can give 
concerts, safely, once again. 

http://www.wwfm.org


 WWFM continues with series called Celebrating Our Musical Future, Mondays at 
8 pm – a program which highlights performances by music students and faculty 
from area/regional (and beyond)  music school/institutions such as Princeton 
University, Westminster Choir College, Rutgers University, Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music, Columbia University Music, Manhattan School of Music, Peabody 
Conservatory of Music, Temple University, West Chester University, Princeton 
High School and others; see list below. A WWFM original program production. 
Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic 
because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
Future plans include resumption of the series when performance organizations 
can give concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM airs two music appreciation, educational programs: What Makes it Great 
with Rob Kapilow, which airs approx. four hours monthly during the concert 
season, and Inside Music with George Marriner Maull, that airs the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays each month at 7:30 pm. Both are WWFM original program 
productions. 

 WWFM continues engagement in social networking through Face Book.
 WWFM website offers Webcasts of original programming content listeners have 

requested to have made available. 
 WWFM continues to engage the community through on-site participation at 

musical events, festivals and public service out reach organizations, such as the 
American Heart Association Central New Jersey Heart Walk at Thompson Park in 
Monroe, NJ (10/13/19 – WWFM is a media sponsor), Communiversity in 
Princeton (April 2019), Paxon Hill Farm Art in the Garden in Solebury, PA (Aug. 31 
& Sept. 1, 2019), & Rider University Career Day for the Arts (4/9/19 & 2/25/20).   

 WWFM continues to serve Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts by offering station 
tours/education to help them earn their service badges, in addition to tours 
given to other community/school groups, as requested. Note: this has been put 
on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because of safety concerns and that 
MCCC campus remains physically closed. Plans include resumption of tours when 
the college can re-open safely for visitors. 

 WWFM participates in Mercer County Community College’s Take Your Child to 
Work Day, held on April 25, 2019. A WWFM staff member brought her young 
son to the MCCC campus where WWFM staff gave him station tour and hands on 
experience in production studio. 

 As a public service, WWFM continues to offer free broadcasts of announcements 
of community concerts and other cultural events. Announcements are also 
offered via our web site, www.wwfm.org, under Events Calendar – a free, 
interactive community events site open to all. 

 WWFM broadcasts a twice-weekly feature of Broadway reviews, In a Broadway 
Minute, to serve those interested in theatre. Locally-produced.

 WWFM broadcasts local concerts from the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 

http://www.wwfm.org


pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Future plans include resumption of the series when performance 
organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM’s JazzOn2, 24-hour jazz station also offers additional public affairs and 
music programming. JazzOn2 broadcasts on WWFM’s HD2 channel serving 
Trenton, NJ, and surrounding region.

 WWFM continues to air announcements regarding EEO opportunities, and from 
the EMNet Emergency Message Center relating to weather concerns and other 
topics as they arise in our broadcast regions. 

 WWFM The Classical Network is proud to be a 2015 and 2016 recipient of the 
50 Best College Stations Award.    

Celebrating Our Musical Community/Celebrating our Musical Future: 
Our Community Connection to Great Music Making:

 

This series has included local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast 
and produced/aired by WWFM. Concerts produced each quarter are selected from 

among this list (as concerts are scheduled & performed) of WWFM’s long-time 
Musical Partnership Organizations:  

Merkin Hall at Kaufman Music Center, NYC
The Choir of Trinity Wall Street, NYC
Princeton University Chapel Afternoon Organ Recitals
Lake George Music Festival, NY
Bach Choir of Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, NJ
Piffaro – The Renaissance Band, Philadelphia
Dolce Suono Ensemble, Philadelphia
Northwestern University, Evanston, ILL: Bienen Contemporary/Early Vocal Ensemble
Callipygian Players Baroque Ensemble, Chicago
Temple University Boyer College of Music and Dance, Philadelphia
New England Conservatory of Music, Boston
Concordia Chamber Players, Solebury, PA
What Makes It Great with Rob Kapilow, Merkin Hall, NYC
Iris Orchestra, Germantown, TN
Music from the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Newark/Princeton, NJ
Curtis Institute of Music, Philadelphia
Astral Artists, Philadelphia
Rutgers University Mason Gross School of the Arts, New Brunswick, NJ
Post Classical Ensemble, Washington D.C.



Princeton University Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra, Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Manhattan School of Music, NYC
The Princeton Singers, Princeton, NJ
Trinity Choir at Trinity Church, Princeton, NJ
The Downtown Concert Series, Freehold, NJ
The Princeton Symphony Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Music from the Marlboro Festival, VT
The Princeton Festival, Princeton, NJ
Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
Princeton Pro Musica, Princeton, NJ
Choral Arts Philadelphia, PA
Columbia University, NYC
Lenape Chamber Ensemble, Bucks County, PA
Gotham Early Music Scene, NYC 
The Thirteen Choir, Washington, D.C
Master Chorale, NJ
Raritan River Music Festival, NJ
New Brunswick Chamber Ensemble, NJ
Concerts on the Slope, Brooklyn, NY
Grand Harmonie, Boston, MA
Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Network for New Music, Philadelphia
Melomanie (Wilmington, DE)
PRISM Saxophone Quartet, Philadelphia & NYC
TON (The Orchestra Now) at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY
Princeton High School, Princeton, NJ

 Note: This regular feature of broadcast concerts has been put on hold during the 
COVID-19 pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans include continuation of the series when 
performance organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. Exceptions 
include the series extension, COMC, on select Friday evenings at 8. Until then we 
are airing many encore broadcasts of locally produced concert programs.


