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WWFM/WWNJ/WWCJ/WWPJ
_______________________________________________________________________

        
   

 In this report WWFM refers to the whole network of stations and translators. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The WWFM public affairs program A Tempo with Rachel Katz airs Saturdays at 7 pm on 
The Classical Network. This is a half-hour interview program featuring members of our 
cultural and educational communities who speak with the host about various issues of 
interest/concern to our residents – A Tempo concerns itself with the arts community and 
issues of a cultural nature. MCCC refers to WWFM’s parent organization, Mercer 
County Community College, located in Trenton and West Windsor, NJ.  

A Tempo: Issues/Programs - Third Quarter 2020

7/4/2020 The Philadelphia Orchestra hires its first African-American 
women to hold a full-time position with the organization

7/11/2020 A look at how one U.S. orchestra helps audiences to stay 
engaged with new music composed during the COVID-19 era

7/18/2020 A look at Carnegie Hall’s programs for its Youth Orchestra and 
its training programs for young musicians during COVID-19 
challenges 

7/25/2020 The Boccaccio Project – commissioned works that capture the 
experiences of quarantine and isolation during COVID-19. 

8/1/20 A look at issues of concern, particularly equity and inclusion, in 
the world of dance during and beyond COVID-19

8/8/2020 A look at how one organization bolsters diversity and inclusion in 
classical music



8/15/2020 Exploring the music of the first Black woman to have a major 
work performed by a major orchestra

8/22/2020 A look at how classical music in Philadelphia has had to shift 
gears and pursue new, non-traditional performance options 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

8/29/2020 A conversation about how music schools and conservatories in 
New Jersey, Philadelphia, Cleveland and NY are planning to 
conduct their semesters during the COVID-19 pandemic

9/5/2020 A conversation with Sir Patrick Stewart on the role the arts have 
played in his career

9/12/2020 A look at how youth ensembles in Princeton are providing 
performance and training opportunities for their young 
performers. 

9/19/2020 How Houston Grand Opera uses digital and other initiatives 
during COVID-19 to bring opera to its audiences and 
opportunities to performers

9/26/2020 How NYC musicians have come together to perform a new work 
by an African-American composer that captures the uncertainty, 
hope and resilience of the city facing the pandemic and the 
Black Lives Matter protests 

A Tempo – Guests and Issues/Themes – Third Quarter 2020

A TEMPO 7/4/20

GUESTS: NICOLE JORDAN, INCOMING PRINCIPAL LIBRARIAN, 
PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA, PHILADELPHIA, PA

Nicole Jordan will take over as Principal Librarian at the Philadelphia Orchestra this Fall, 
the first African-American woman to hold a full-time staff position at the orchestra. Host 
Rachel Katz will speak with Jordan about the role of the librarian and her return to 
Philadelphia, where she interned during her college studies.

A TEMPO 7/11/20

GUESTS: MATTHIAS PINTSCHER, COMPOSER, NEW YORK, NY; DWIGHT 
PARRY, OBOIST, CINCINNATI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, CINCINNATI, OH



The Cincinnati Symphony commissioned a series of brief fanfares, inspired by the 
orchestra’s premiere performance of Aaron Copland’s Fanfare for the Common Man in 
1943, as it sought to stay engaged with its audiences and create new music during the era 
of Covid-19. A Tempo host Rachel Katz will speak with composer Matthias Pintscher, 
whose work opened the series during a downsized return to Cincinnati Music Hall in 
May, and oboist Dwight Parry, who performed the work.

A TEMPO 7/18/20

GUESTS: DOUG BECK, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH TRAINING PROGRAMS, 
CARNEGIE HALL,  NEW YORK, NY; LAURA FUTAMURA, FLUTIST, 
NATIONAL YOUTH ORCHESTRA OF THE USA, MIDDLETOWN, NJ

Carnegie Hall has moved it summer Youth Orchestra programs – NYOUSA, NYO2 and 
NYO-JAZZ - online this year because of the Covid-19 pandemic. A Tempo host Rachel 
Katz this week speaks with Doug Beck, Carnegie Hall's director of youth training 
programs, and Laura Futamura, a flutist from Middletown, NJ, who attended NYO2 and 
NYO-USA in the past.

A TEMPO 7/25/20

GUESTS:  DAVID PLYLAR, SENIOR MUSIC SPECIALIST AND CONCERT 
PRODUCER, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, WASHINGTON, DC; DAMIEN SNEED, 
COMPOSER, NEW YORK, NY; NILOUFAR NOURBAKSH, COMPOSER, NEW 
YORK, NY; JANNINA NORPOTH, VIOLINIST, PUBLIQUARTET, NEW YORK, NY

Host Rachel Katz highlights the Library of Congress’ Boccaccio Project, which has 
commissioned a series of works from 10 composers that capture thoughts and 
experiences of the quarantine and isolation of Covid-19. The program includes interviews 
with David Plylar, senior music specialist and concert producer for the library, composers 
Damien Sneed and Niloufar Nourbaksh, and violinist Jannina Norpoth of the 
PUBLICQuartet.

A TEMPO 8/1/20

GUESTS: ALEJANDRA DUQUE CIFUENTES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
DANCE/NY, NEW YORK, NY GUESTS:  ALEJANDRA DUQUE

Host Rachel Katz speaks with Alejandra Duque Cifuentes, executive director of 
Dance/NYC, about its “Dancers are Necessary Workers” web series and other efforts to 
address issues of concern to the dance world during and beyond the Covid-19 pandemic 
and to bolster equity and inclusion in the dance world.



A TEMPO 8/8/20

GUESTS:  AFA DWORKIN, PRESIDENT AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, THE 
SPHINX ORGANIZATION, ANN ARBOR, MI

Host Rachel Katz speaks with Afa Dworkin, president and artistic director of the Sphinx 
Organization, about some of its partnerships and initiatives to bolster diversity and 
inclusion in classical music.

A TEMPO 8/15/20

GUESTS:  MARQUESE CARTER, PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL FLORENCE 
PRICE FESTIVAL

Host Rachel Katz speaks with tenor and scholar Marquese Carter, president of the 
International Florence Price Festival, which kicked off its inaugural event this year 
virtually to explore and promote the works of the first Black woman to have a major 
work performed by a major symphony orchestra.

A TEMPO 8/22/20

GUESTS:  DAVID DEVAN, GENERAL DIRECTOR, OPERA PHILADELPHIA, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA; MATIAS TARNOPOLSKY, PRESIDENT AND CEO, 
PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA, PHILADELPHIA, PA 

A Tempo begins a look at the upcoming fall season as ensembles have had to shift their 
performances to outdoor, digital or other non-traditional venues because of the Covid-19 
pandemic. Host Rachel Katz will speak with David Devan, general director of Opera 
Philadelphia, which is hosting a Virtual opera festival in lieu of its planned “020” 
Festival, and with Matias Tarnopolsky, president and CEO of the Philadelphia Orchestra, 
about its plans for the Fall, including small ensemble performances at black-owned 
businesses to engage more deeply with its community.

A TEMPO 8/29/20

GUESTS:  PAUL BRYAN, DEAN OF THE CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA; DONNA BRINK FOX, SENIOR ASSOCIATE DEAN OF THE 
EASTMAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ROCHESTER, NY; PAUL HOGLE, PRESIDENT 
OF THE CLEVELAND INSTITUTE OF MUSIC, CLEVELAND, OH; AND WILLIAM 
BERZ, PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC AT 
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF THE ARTS AT RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, NEW 
BRUNSWICK, NJ



Host Rachel Katz hosts a special one-hour A Tempo devoted to how music schools and 
conservatories are planning to conduct their semesters this Fall amid continued concerns 
about the Covid-19 pandemic. Guests will be Paul Bryan, Dean of the Curtis Institute of 
Music; Donna Brink Fox, Senior Associate Dean of the Eastman School of Music; Paul 
Hogle, president of the Cleveland Institute of Music; and William Berz, professor and 
Director of the Department of Music at Mason Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers 
University

A TEMPO 9/5/20

GUEST:  PATRICK STEWART, ACTOR, LOS ANGELES, CA 

Host Rachel Katz speaks with actor Sir Patrick Stewart about his role in the movie 
“Coda” about an aging pianist struggling with anxiety and stage fright, his daily “A 
Sonnet a Day” readings on social media sharing Shakespearean sonnets, and the role and 
impact the arts have had in his life and ours.

A TEMPO 9/12/20

GUESTS:  MARC UYS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PRINCETON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA; LARISA EPPS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, YOUTH ORCHESTRA OF 
CENTRAL JERSEY, PRINCETON, NJ; LYNELL JOY JENKINS, ARTISTIC 
DIRECTOR, PRINCETON GIRLCHOIR, PRINCETON, NJ

Youth ensembles have had to navigate new territory in trying to provide performance and 
training opportunities to their students, and on this A Tempo, host Rachel Katz turns to 
two area ensembles to find out what they are doing. Guests will be Marc Uys, executive 
director of the Princeton Symphony Orchestra, and Larisa Epps, executive director of the 
Youth Orchestra of Central Jersey, which have created a partnership in which the PSO’s 
assistant conductor will lead the YOCJ; and also Lynnel Joy Jenkins, artistic director of 
the Princeton Girlchoir. 

A TEMPO 9/19/20

GUESTS:  PATRICK SUMMERS, ARTISTIC AND MUSIC DIRECTOR, HOUSTON 
GRAND OPERA, HOUSTON, TX; BRIAN SPECK, HGO STUDIO DIRECTOR, 
HOUSTON GRAND OPERA, HOUSTON, TX

Many opera companies have pivoted to a digital season to deal with closures related to 
Covid-19, and Houston Grand Opera has created a number of initiatives to bring content 
to their audiences and provide audition opportunities for young artists. Host Rachel Katz 
speaks with HGO Artistic and Music Director Patrick Summers about how the HGO 



turned its small performance venue into a recording studio to produce small-scale 
performances (which it plans to share with other local arts organizations), and with HGO 
Studio Director Brian Speck, about the virtual audition process it created for its Young 
Artists Program, which provides a single audition process for singers looking to 
participate in the many of the career-building programs at opera companies across the 
country.

A TEMPO 9/26/20

GUESTS:  ANTHONY BARFIELD, COMPOSER, NEW YORK, NY; RAYMOND 
RICCOMINI, TRUMPET, MET OPERA MUSICIANS, NEW YORK, NY

The halls of Lincoln Center have been mostly silent since closing in March due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak, but a group of 15 brass players representing its various ensembles – 
the Metropolitan Opera, New York City Ballet, New York Philharmonic, Mostly Mozart 
Festival, Jazz at Lincoln Center and The Juilliard School – came together in August to 
perform and record a new work by Anthony Barfield, called “Invictus,” capturing the 
uncertainty, anxiety, hope and resilience of the city facing the pandemic and Black Lives 
Matter protests. Host Rachel Katz will speak with Barfield about the experiences as a 
New Yorker and African-American composer that he brought into the work, and with 
MET Opera Musicians trumpet player Raymond Riccomino.

____________________________________________

JazzOn2: HD2 – Programs Issues – Third Quarter 2020

WWFM JazzOn2 offered music and the following public affairs programming
 for this quarter:

7/1/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Colleges Reopening During Covid-19

Back in Session -- Despite fears of a virus resurgence, a growing number of colleges plan to re-
open in the fall. William & Mary President Katherine Rowe and Virginia Tech President Tim 
Sands discuss how they hope to keep students safe and how the college experience may be 
forever changed.

Also:  A look at how the burden of student debt follows the same social divides that much else 
does: race and class.

7/3/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:27



Issue:  Blacks Holocaust, 1890-1945

Germany’s Black Holocaust:  In the 1890s Blacks were tortured in German concentration 
camps in Southwest Africa (now called Namibia) when Adolph Hitler was only a child. Colonial 
German doctors conducted unspeakable medical experiments on these emaciated helpless 
Africans decades before such atrocities were ever visited upon the Jews. Thousands of Africans 
were massacred. Regrettably, historians neglected to properly register the slaughter--that is, to lift 
it from the footnote in history that it had been relegated to--until now. In an attempt to give the 
incidents their rightful recognition in the historical context of the Holocaust, Dr. Firpo W. Carr has 
authored "Germany's Black Holocaust: 1890-1945."

************************************************

7/5/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Art Imitates Life – A New Look at West Side Story

Bobby Sanabria Reimagines West Side Story:
In the early 70s, Miguel Angel Villavicencio was focused on making his most ambitious dream 
possible: to become a famous singer in Bolivia and across the world. And he was halfway there—
his love songs were on the radio and he was appearing on TV. But to take his singing career truly 
international, he needed money. So he decided to work for Bolivia’s most powerful drug cartel in 
the 80s—a major supplier for Pablo Escobar. Choosing this path would lead him on a journey of 
self-destruction, unexpected betrayal and finally, redemption.

And, Latin Jazz drummer Bobby Sanabria shares what "West Side Story" meant to him as a 
Nuyorican kid growing up in the Bronx, and how his reimagined version of the musical is a more 
accurate reflection of New York City.

7/6/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Student Debt Crisis in America

The End of Student Debt: Free College and Debt Strikes:  44 million Americans hold over 1.6 
trillion dollars of student debt and the cost of higher education continues to skyrocket. And it’s the 
poor, people of color and women who are most severely impacted by this debt. As more and 
more people continue to default on their loans, and as the coronavirus crisis highlights the 
vulnerability of debt when people are unable to find jobs or pay off loans, solutions to the debt 
crisis are becoming more urgent. We look at two of these solutions. First, reporter Kathryn Styer 
takes a long at a free school called Berea College in Kentucky. Then, we discuss the politics of 
debt and how to organize a strike, with Thomas Gokey from the Debt collective.

7/6/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Immigrant Women’s Issues Discussed

On this week’s 51%, we meet an immigrant who shares the stories of other immigrant women; 
hear why one woman gave away money to Black women writers; and learn about a move away 
from skin lightening creams.



7/7/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Should our treatment of other animals take into account their emotions?

Animals Like Us -- Universal emotions?:  Laughing rats, sorrowful elephants, joyful 
chimpanzees.  The more carefully we observe, and the more we learn about animals, the closer 
their emotional lives appear to resemble our own.  Most would agree that we should minimize the 
physical suffering of animals, but should we give equal consideration to their emotional stress?  
Bioethicist Peter Singer weighs in. Meanwhile, captivity that may be ethical: How human-elephant 
teamwork in Asia may help protect an endangered species.

7/8/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  The Awakening to Injustice.

Replay: Poetic Justice -- When writer and radio producer Lulu Miller (Invisibilia) discovered 
she’d have to leave Virginia, she wrote a startling love letter to the state -- one that charges 
everyday people to stay angry about injustice. Professor and rapper A.D. Carson uses hip-hop 
and spoken word to tell hard truths about racist history, cutting through denial with metaphor.

            7/10/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue: Understanding How Racism Works.

Stay Woke:  The essential guide to understanding how racism works and how racial inequality 
shapes black lives, ultimately offering a road-map for resistance for racial justice advocates and 
antiracists.

************************************************

7/12/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Police response to protests

Omar Jimenez: On Air And Under Arrest:  CNN correspondent Omar Jimenez was reporting 
live on television, covering the protests sparked after George Floyd's murder, when he was 
inexplicably arrested by the Minnesota State Patrol. Omar, who is Afro-Latino, reflects on that 
moment and talks about the role of his identity in his reporting. 

Also on the show… Alejandra Ghersi, the experimental musician from Venezuela known as Arca, 
has been at the forefront of a movement that has pushed the boundaries of pop music. Arca talks 
with Maria Hinojosa about her philosophies around music, and about finding herself as a trans 
woman.

7/13/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Policing and Social Control



The Art of Policing:  Alex Vitale is Professor of Sociology and coordinator of the Policing and 
Social Justice Project at Brooklyn College. Vitale’s book The End of Policing, is an accessible 
study of police history as an imperial tool for social control that continues to exacerbate class and 
racial tensions. Vitale also goes deep into the shortcomings of reform and in contrast, deepens 
the conversations around meaningful alternatives to ultimately ask the people to consider the end 
of policing.

7/13/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  The Impact of Cancer.

On this week’s 51%, a Stage IV pancreatic cancer survivor coaches other cancer patients, and 
when the pandemic hit, these women continued their dance party virtually.

7/14/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Can Artificial Intelligence Replace the Creative Brain?

Creative Brains:  Many animals are industrious and clever, but humans are unique in their 
creative and inventive impulses. Composer Anthony Brandt and neuroscientist David Eagleman 
discuss how human creativity has reshaped the world. But is Homo sapiens’ claim on creativity 
destined to be short-lived? Why both men are prepared to step aside when artificial intelligence 
can do their jobs.

7/15/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Black and Brown Transgender Activism in the U.S.

Presenting, Transcripts:  Even though transgender-themed TV shows like Transparent and 
Pose have achieved mainstream popularity, trans people still face huge barriers to employment, 
housing, and safety. In fact, many trans people of color say that their lives are harder than ever 
before. WGR presents the inaugural episode of Transcripts. The new podcast hosted by Myrl 
Beam and Andrea Jenkins (Minneapolis City Council) investigates how trans activists are trying to 
change that.  Transcripts is a project of the Tretter Transgender Oral History Project, which is 
based at the University of Minnesota Libraries.

7/17/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Grit -- The Power of Passion and Perseverance

Grit -- The Power of Passion and Perseverance Among Angela Duckworth's most valuable 
insights: Any effort you make ultimately counts twice toward your goal; grit can be learned, 
regardless of IQ or circumstances; when it comes to child-rearing, neither a warm embrace nor 
high standards will work by themselves; how to trigger lifelong interest; the magic of the Hard 
Thing Rule; and so much more.



************************************************

7/19/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Progressive Politics in the Bronx

In The Bronx, A Progressive Battleground:  In late June, Ritchie Torres made history when he 
took the lead in the Democratic primary to represent New York’s 15th Congressional District, 
which is in the Bronx. Torres was one of 12 candidates, among them a Pentecostal minister who 
opposes gay marriage. In this episode, Latino USA digs into this wild election and talks with 
Torres about what being progressive means to him.

Also on the show, Kat Von D welcomes Maria Hinojosa at her dream gothic home, pre pandemic. 
They sit down to talk about the celebrity tattoo artist’s background.

7/20/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The MOVE Bombing

The Bombing of MOVE, 35 Years Later (Updated):  Our radio adaptation of the film, Let the 
Fire Burn. Directed by Jason Osder, examines the controversial, 1985 clash between police in 
Philadelphia and MOVE, a radical, non-violent group. On May 13, police dropped a bomb on 
MOVE's home, killing 11 people and destroying 61 homes.

7/20/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Religious Nationalism and Building Trust among Female Veterans in the VA Health 
Care System

On this week’s 51%, a reporter dives into the inner workings of religious nationalism, a rapper 
talks about her music and experience and the VA wants to build more trust among female 
veterans when it comes to health care. 

7/21/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Unforeseen Facts about SARS-CoV-2

COVID Curiosities -- Transmission surprises:  Some dogs and cats have become sick with 
COVID. But it’s not just domestic critters that are vulnerable: zoo animals have fallen ill too. 
There’s more strange news about the pandemic, for example scientists who track the coronavirus 
in our sewage, and computer models that show that flushing the toilet can launch persistent, 
pathogenic plumes into the room. And scientists have warned the WHO that infectious virus 
remains airborne. Also, how a shortage of glass vials could delay the deployment of a vaccine.

7/22/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:53:52

Issue: Summer streaming recommendations from scholars and artists.



After months at home, your streaming watch-lists are probably exhausted. With Good Reason is 
here to the rescue! We’re bringing you summer streaming recommendations from scholars and 
artists. Myles McNutt charts Netflix’s rise and recommends a miniseries on the systemic failures 
in sexual assault investigations. Yossera Bouchtia suggests two TV shows grappling with race 
and identity in America. Shilpa Davé explains the harmful stereotype called “brown voice” where 
white actors voice characters of color. And Tanya Stadelman shares two films that document the 
journey to environmental activism.

7/24/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:29:07

Issue:  On-line Dating For Older Adults

With statistics that suggest over 40% of couples have met on line - it might be time for you to do a 
little research on what to do/not do.  Christiane has created the perfect guide to safe and 
productive online dating!

************************************************

7/26/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Allyship

What it means to be an Ally:  The killing of George Floyd has started a firestorm of activism. 
Y.R. Media and Latino USA bring you a discussion with four young adults to discuss what it 
means to be an effective ally in the fight to end anti-Blackness, the role young people are playing 
in this new wave of activism, and the importance of “unlearning” long-held perspectives.

Also on the show, a portrait of Anthony Ramos. Maria Hinojosa sits down with the actor and 
recording artist to discuss his breakout role in Hamilton, growing up in public housing in Brooklyn, 
and his debut music album.

7/27/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue: The Privatization of Water

On this episode of Making Contact, we will look at the privatization of our earth’s most precious 
resource – water. We will look at the ways people around the world have been organizing against 
this privatization in the face of climate change and rising sea levels that threaten to contaminate 
our limited drinking water supplies.

7/27/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Sexual Assault and Silence

On this week’s 51%, a study shows victims of sexual violence experience a stigma of silence that 
healthcare providers could help break. And a serious hiker is determined to stay on the trail, with 
her family.

7/28/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00



Issue: Airborne Plastics

Something in the Air – Notice anything different?:  Our response to the virus is changing the 
air in unexpected ways. A pandemic-driven pause on travel has produced clear skies and a 
world-wide air quality experiment. And a new study reveals that tons of microplastics are raining 
down on us every day. Also, a high-tech mask that may kill the virus, and nose-breathing vs 
mouth breathing.

7/29/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  Endangered Sacred Sites of Native Peoples

The Monacan Indian village "Rassawek" was the epicenter of Monacan life for centuries before 
the Europeans arrived in the early 1600’s.  Now the chief and his tribe are fighting to prevent a 
water pumping station from disturbing the historic area and their ancestors who are surely buried 
there.  

Also: A woman is trying to discover the identities of the formerly enslaved people buried on a 
hilltop on her family's land in Appalachia.  It is like piecing together an intricate quilt.

7/31/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:31:37

Issue:  Black Lives Matter -- Germany's Black Holocaust: 1890-1945

Germany’s Black Holocaust - Part 2 - the 1890s Blacks were tortured in German concentration 
camps in Southwest Africa (now called Namibia) when Adolph Hitler was only a child. Colonial 
German doctors conducted unspeakable medical experiments on these emaciated helpless 
Africans decades before such atrocities were ever visited upon the Jews. Thousands of Africans 
were massacred. Regrettably, historians neglected to properly register the slaughter--that is, to lift 
it from the footnote in history that it had been relegated to--until now. In an attempt to give the 
incidents their rightful recognition in the historical context of the Holocaust, Dr. Firpo W. Carr has 
authored Germany's Black Holocaust: 1890-1945.

************************************************

8/2/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The Salt of the Earth Strike in Grant County, New Mexico

And They Will Inherit It:  The 1954 film 'Salt of the Earth' tells the dramatic story of how a town 
took on a mining company to demand their rights. And it was based on real-life events. Latino 
USA heads to Grant County, New Mexico, to uncover the history The Empire Zinc Strike, to find 
out how a sleepy mining town erupted in protest, and if almost 70 years later anyone still 
remembers.

Also on the show, Latino USA remembers a giant of Chicano literature: the novelist Rudolfo 
Anaya. We revisit a conversation recorded in 2012, soon after his book, Bless Me, Ultima was 
banned from several schools in Arizona.

8/3/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Press Freedom, Repression, and Surveillance



A Thin Black Line -- Press Freedom, Repression, and Surveillance:  Journalists have been 
violently targeted by police and arrested alongside demonstrators at Black Lives Matter protests 
around the world. In this episode we’ll look at the struggle for press freedoms during a time of 
repression and surveillance.

8/3/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Homeless veterans and stalking on a college campus

On this week’s 51%, a professor and researcher on topics related to Title IX and sexual assault 
publishes a letter to her stalker, and a woman talks about living under a VA tent.

8/4/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Assailing ... Assuming ... Assessing Expertise

Skeptic Check: Know-It-Alls -- Who needs a degree?
Think you’re some kind of expert? Join the club. It’s one thing to question authority; another to 
offer up your untrained self as its replacement. Rebellion may be a cherished expression of 
American individualism, but, from sidelining Dr. Fauci to hiding public health data, find out what 
we lose when we silence health experts and “go with our gut” during a pandemic. Plus, from 
ancestors to algorithms: how we’ve replaced credentialed experts with sketchy web sites and 
social media posts.

8/5/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  Burnout and depression in the medical field | Domestic violence increased during 
the lock-down.

Burnout and depression are especially prevalent in the medical field. And Dr. Mark Greenawald 
should know, he felt its devastating effects after a patient died tragically while giving birth. He's 
created a doctor buddy system called PeerRxMed to help health care workers overcome burnout.

Plus: Sammy was just a month old when he started experiencing symptoms of heart failure. Dr. 
Mark Roeser helped perform the groundbreaking surgery that saved the boy’s life. 

And: Domestic violence has been on the rise since women have been isolated with their abusive 
partners.

8/7/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:32

Issue:  Dyslexia

Dyslexic:  My Journey – "Dyslexic" is the remarkable story of Mike Balzano, an undiagnosed 
learning-disabled child of working class immigrants whose antisocial behavior earned him the 
name "Crazy Mikey." Failing at everything, he became a garbage collector until crippled by a 
back injury. He then entered an optical apprenticeship that turned his life around. He earned a 
high school diploma, graduated from a university magna cum laude, and earned a PhD with 
distinction from Georgetown University in Washington, DC. 

************************************************



8/9/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Immigration Raids

After The Mississippi Raids – August 7th, 2019 was the day that tore apart an unlikely 
community of Guatemalan immigrants in central Mississippi. Hundreds of ICE agents arrived at 
seven chicken processing plants and arrested 680 workers. Today, many families are still dealing 
with the consequences of those arrests, many remain unable to work, as they grapple with the 
traumatic psychological repercussions. Latino USA traveled to the heart of Mississippi to hear 
about the long term effects of the largest single-state immigration raid in U.S. history.

8/10/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Mental Health at the Root of Activism

Self-Care as Selfless Act: Mental Health at the Root of Activism – Activists in the Latinx 
immigrant community of Los Angeles share what they do to take care of their mental health. The 
issues these activists work on often impact their personal lives, and people who work in the 
service of others are particularly at risk of burnout and compassion fatigue. Self-care becomes a 
“selfless act” when it allows activists to stay healthy and do their work in a sustainable way.

8/11/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Global Ice is Disappearing

On Thin Ice:  Climate change as icebreaker – Ice is more than a repository for water that would 
otherwise raise sea levels. It’s part of Earth’s cooling system, a barrier preventing decaying 
organic matter from releasing methane gas, and a vault entombing ancient bacteria and other 
microbes. From the Arctic to the Antarctic, global ice is disappearing. Find out what’s at stake as 
atmospheric CO2 threatens frozen H2O.

8/12/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Immigration Stories

Immigration Stories:  A traveling exhibit features oral histories of people who journeyed from 
Central and South America, Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and the former Soviet Republics to 
make America their new home. They share the complexity of the immigrant and refugee 
experience for the families who have lived and are living it.

Also: Irish nuns who helped immigrant Catholic children in New York City were instrumental in 
developing today's foster care and welfare systems. Before the nuns aided these children, nearly 
one million were out West to Protestant families, often never seeing their parents again.

8/14/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Helping develop successful, well-adjusted children.



Brain Stages – is the ultimate leg up for parents and caregivers in today's complicated, 
competitive world. A grade-by-grade guide through the formative elementary school years, this 
book will show you how to have fun with your kids as you help them grow into successful, well-
adjusted children.  

************************************************

8/16/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  COVID-19 Hotspots

Reporter’s Notebook: Puerto Ricans Living in the Center of the COVID-19 Outbreak – Maira 
Mendez’s parents work at a pork processing plant in Nebraska. Last March, as meatpacking 
plants became invisible hotspots for the coronavirus, it became clear that the plant wasn't able to 
ensure social distancing or provide protective equipment. So Maira became part of a group called 
the “The Children of Smithfield,” joining other family members to begin calling for action.

Also on the show… Puerto Ricans in the United States are living in areas that also coincide with 
the highest rates of COVID-19 infection and death, according to a recent report.

8/17/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  A Look at the School to Prison Pipeline.

Re:Work: [No] Child Left Behind, the School to Prison Pipeline -- We often see children as 
innocents who need love, support, and stability. But not all young people are nurtured this way. 
Too often youth from marginalized communities of color are not seen as needing protection -- 
they are treated as the ones we need protection from. We see this in this episode, brought to us 
from Re:Work Radio, with Phal Sok, who was once a kid in Long Beach forced to grow up too 
soon.

8/17/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  COVID-19 Help from the National Guard

On this week’s 51%, there was a time when violet corsages were in… even a first lady was 
known to sport them. The National Guard steps in to plug staff shortages at long-term care 
facilities in California.

8/18/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Math Fear

Math's Paths:  Think outside the cuboid.  If you bake, you can appreciate math’s 
transformative properties.  Admiring the stackable potato chip is to admire a hyperbolic sheet.  
Find out why there’s no need to fear math - you just need to think outside the cuboid.  Also, how 
nature’s geometric shapes inspire the next generation of squishy robots and an argument for 
radically overhauling math class.  The end point of these common factors is acute show that’s as 
fun as eating Pi.

8/19/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27



Issue:  Education Innovation

Last fall a small college in Appalachia discovered only half of its students had a computer, so they 
gave an iPad to every single student and staff member.  That was before the pandemic and now 
those iPads are keeping the university operational. 

Animals movements have changed as humans migrated indoors to quarantine and 
conservationists are tracking them with remote cameras and drones.

Plus: A discussion on innovations in the restaurant industry forced by the pandemic.

8/21/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:21

Issue:  The Influence of Psychological Trauma in Nursing

Nurses are trained to think of others. We are trained to think of patients and the trauma they may 
experience, but how much awareness do we have of the trauma nurses experience?  In a 
conversation for clinicians and lay persons, Dr. Karen Foli shares her experiences and her 
expertise.

************************************************

8/23/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  A Look at Migrant Life

Reyes is one of 300,000 students in the US who migrate every year to work in agriculture. At 9 
years old, he started picking asparagus to help support his family, traveling cross-country from his 
home in South Texas to the agricultural fields of Michigan. Over the course of last spring, as 
Reyes neared the end of high school, we followed him as he balanced his schoolwork as well as 
financially helping his family, and an unexpected twist: the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Also on the show… Maria Hinojosa sits down with José Ralat, Taco Editor at Texas Monthly 
Magazine, to talk all things tacos.

8/24/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Activism and the Fight for Black Trans Lives

On this episode of Making Contact, we will look at transgender activism and the call for inclusion 
and intersectionality in the movement for Black lives. We'll also meet Trans activists in Louisiana 
who have been organizing against a state law that has been used to unfairly target trans women 
for decades.

8/24/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Coronavirus Challenges for Women Veterans Needing Housing

On this week’s 51%, we hear about a women’s prison choir, and the coronavirus pandemic 
presents even more challenges to female veterans in need of housing.



8/25/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Separating Rational from Irrational Concerns

Skeptic Check: Worrier Mentality:  Poisonous snakes, lightning strikes, a rogue rock from 
space.  There are plenty of scary things to fret about, but are we burning adrenaline on the right 
ones?  Statistically, stepping into the bathtub is more dangerous than flying, but no one signs up 
for “fear of showering” classes.  Find out why we get tripped up by statistics, worry about the 
wrong things, and how the “intelligence trap” not only leads smart people to make dumb mistakes 
but actually causes them to make more.

8/26/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:28

Issue:  Cabin Fever During COVID-19

Social distancing has us all starved for face-to-face interaction, but in a world without skin-to-skin 
contact, one neurologist is pitching an alternative to human touch--singing!

Plus; Military veterans are particularly vulnerable to feelings of loneliness and despair right now.  
A young wounded vet is reaching out to homeless vets and making a huge difference. 

And: The isolation brought on by covid-19 has been especially difficult for the elderly poor who 
have to live alone. It's taking a big toll physically and emotionally.

8/28/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:29:33

Issue:  Grit
The Power of Passion and Perseverance:  Among Angela Duckworth's most valuable insights: 
Any effort you make ultimately counts twice toward your goal; grit can be learned, regardless of 
IQ or circumstances; when it comes to child-rearing, neither a warm embrace nor high standards 
will work by themselves; how to trigger lifelong interest; the magic of the Hard Thing Rule; and so 
much more.

************************************************

8/30/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Treatment in Immigration Detention Centers

A man dies in a U.S. immigration detention center, under unusual circumstances. He is found 
unresponsive in his cell, with a sock stuffed down his throat. His death is ruled a suicide, but little 
information is put out about what happened, and the family wants answers. In this first part of a 
special two-part series, Latino USA investigates why José de Jesús died in the custody of the 
U.S. government, and what his death tells us about conditions—especially mental health 
services—inside the immigration detention system.

8/31/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Frontline East LA: The Chicano Moratorium 50 Years Later



Fifty years ago, 30,000 mostly Chicanos peacefully protested the disproportionate number of 
Latinos dying on the frontlines in Vietnam. They came from across the country to also protest 
substandard education, racism, police violence, and other issues negatively affecting Latinos. 
What started out as a peaceful march ended with an attack by riot-clad police, 400 arrests, and 
the deaths of four people, one of whom was Los Angeles Times journalist Rubén Salazar. The 
August 29th Chicano Moratorium wasn’t simply a rally that turned violent. It was a turning point in 
the Chicano civil rights movement.

8/31/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Women and the Crime Genre

On this week’s 51%, we speak with author Rachel Monroe about her new book, which examines 
the complicated relationship between women and the crime genre.

9/1/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Insects are the cornerstones of many ecosystems and their populations are 
declining.
The X-Flies:  Insects populations are declining.  But before saying “good riddance,” consider that 
insects are essential to many ecosystems. Find out what might be causing the global decline.  
Plus: how the zany aerial maneuvers of flies are studied by pilots; an ode to a cockroach; and 
could genetically-engineered mosquitoes eliminate malaria?

9/2/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Views of Fundamentalist and Evangelical Religion

In his book, Goodbye, My Tribe: An Evangelical Exodus, Vic Sizemore chronicles his journey 
away from fundamentalist religion. 

Plus: Evangelical America is changing. Sean Connable tracks online masses and hologram 
preachers to study how digital culture is changing the politics of faith.

Also:  The pandemic has been an exceptionally hopeless time for many. David Salomon looks to 
religion, philosophy and art for guidance.

9/4/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:26:00

Issue:  Fearing the Black Body

How the female body has been racialized for over two hundred years. There is an obesity 
epidemic in this country and poor Black women are particularly stigmatized as “diseased” and a 
burden on the public health care system. This is only the most recent incarnation of the fear of fat 
Black women, which Dr. Sabrina Strings shows took root more than two hundred years ago.

************************************************



9/6/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Treatment in Immigration Detention Centers

The Strange Death Of José De Jesús, Part 2:  In part two of our two-part special, we continue our 
investigation into the death of a man in a U.S. immigration detention center. José de Jesús turned 
himself into Border Patrol saying somebody was after him. Three days later, he died by suicide 
after stuffing a sock down his throat. In part two of this story, surveillance video reveals clues 
about what happened inside his cell, and an internal investigation from Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement answers many of our questions about what happened to José in the days leading up 
to his death.

9/7/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Essential: Gig Workers and COVID-19

Gig Workers, drivers for app companies such as Lyft and Uber, are struggling during COVID-19. 
They're considered essential workers, so they can still work but many of them aren't making 
enough to cover rent. Many have chosen to stay home, facing economic insecurity. Those who 
work, however, are continuing to drive without much protection in the way of personal protective 
equipment, and very little help from the app companies themselves.  We take a look at the future 
of the gig economy and how to protect "essential workers."

9/7/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Historical novels inspired by women’s achievements

Marie Benedict went from lawyer to author to write historical novels inspired by women whose 
achievements have been overlooked or underappreciated. The New York Times bestselling 
author’s latest book, “Lady Clementine,” tells the story of the woman beside British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill. Her story is one of a partner who did not flinch through the darkness of war 
and who would not surrender either to expectations or to enemies. She also helped advance the 
women’s suffrage movement and laid the groundwork for women in key leadership and military 
roles. Benedict views herself as an archaeologist of sorts, excavating forgotten or unknown 
women and bringing them into the light to help understand the contributions they’ve made and 
their pertinence to modern life. Benedict says she can trace her desire to tell untold stories of 
accomplished women back to when she was a girl.

9/8/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Invasive Species

Home Invasions -- Biology on the Move:  As we struggle to control a viral invader that moves 
silently across the globe and into its victims, we are also besieged by other invasions. Murder 
hornets have descended upon the Pacific Northwest, and in Africa, locust swarms darken the sky. 
We draw on a classic science fiction tale to examine the nature of invasions, and what prompts 
biology to go on the move.

9/9/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27



Issue:  Working Through History, in the U.S.:  

Jim Crow maintains a strong legacy even today in the segregation of the American labor market.  
An historian offers suggestions to fix the problems.

Also: The pandemic has been hard on women's leadership roles at work, but Narketta Sparkman-
Key sees this as the ideal time for workplaces to build better systems for getting women into 
power. 

Plus: The tailors who made garments from African cloth and influenced fashion and politics in the 
small West African nation of Benin.

9/11/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:29:45

Issue:   Trump on the Couch: A Psychoanalyst Reports on Observations of the U.S. 
President.

Today's guest has a lot to say about Donald Trump.  But, there is something unique about the 
perspective of today's guest.  Dr. Justin A. Frank is a psychoanalyst and the author of "Bush on 
the Couch", "Obama on the Couch" and "Trump on the Couch".

************************************************

9/13/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Families of color navigating Alzheimer’s disease.

Description:  Latino USA and Black Public Media bring you Alzheimer’s in Color. It’s the story of 
Ramona Latty, a Dominican immigrant, told by her daughter Yvonne, and it mirrors countless 
other families of color navigating Alzheimer’s disease. It’s been four years now since Ramona 
was diagnosed. Four years of the lonely journey, which in the end her daughter walks alone, 
because her mom has no idea what day it is, how old she is or where she is. Ramona lives in a 
nursing home and COVID-19, the quarantine, and months of separation have accelerated the 
disease, and Yvonne’s despair.

9/14/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Corporate Grab of Public Water

Description:  Wolves at the Well: The Corporate Grab of Public Water -- Water is critical to 
maintaining the balance of life. Some corporations claim ownership of fresh water sources to 
bottle and sell for profit. Others use water as a tool to extract oil and gas. We'll hear from 
communities fighting to keep water bottling companies out of rural Oregon, and to protect water 
from oil and gas contamination in New Mexico

9/14/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Domestic Violence During COVID and Online Help for Living With a Problem 
Drinker.



Description:  On this week’s 51%, some calls reporting domestic violence have been different 
since COVID (tease four); and there’s a program offering online help to women living with a 
problem drinker.

9/15/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Space: Why Go There? -- From Satellites to Human Exploration

Description:  It takes a lot of energy and technology to rocket into space.  Find out why it’s worth 
it, from the practical importance of satellites to the thrill of exploring other worlds. The launch of a 
NOAA weather satellite provides unparalleled observation of storms, wildfires, and even lightning. 
Meanwhile, one woman is helping more than a dozen countries launch their own satellites. Plus, 
how long before humans go to Mars? 

9/18/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Help to navigate life’s transitions successfully.

Description:  Dr. Gail Gross helps each one of us navigate life’s transitions successfully. 
Listening to her is like sharing time with a longtime friend. Grief is hard - Gail helps you go 
through it.   

************************************************

9/20/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The rise of one of President Trump's most influential advisors.

Description:  ‘Hatemonger’: Author Jean Guerrero On Stephen Miller:  Maria Hinojosa talks with 
reporter Jean Guerrero about her new book, "Hatemonger: Stephen Miller, Donald Trump, and 
the White Nationalist Agenda," which chronicles the rise of one of President Trump's most 
influential advisors. Guerrero discusses Miller's California roots, the right-wing figures who 
mentored him as a young man, and how he's transformed the United States' immigration system.

Also on the show, Latino USA breaks down the rise to the top of the Peruvian diva, Yma Sumac, 
the Queen of Exotica. She was beloved all over the world, but in her home country, she was 
heavily criticized. 

9/21/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Women Rising Radio: Election Protection and Democracy

Description:  Women Rising Radio: Election Protection and Democracy:  Election protection is 
increasingly seen as a critical issue in the US. Since the gutting of the Voting Rights Act by the 
Supreme Court, there have been problems with voter purging, voter ID laws, what some call 
modern-day ‘poll taxes’, precinct closures, and difficulties with voting machines. Congress has 
noted serious attempts to hack into voting systems in the US based in partisan politics. Women 
Rising Radio joins two election protection activists to talk about threats to the US electoral 
process.



9/21/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A look at Martha Graham’s international political life.

Description:  On this week’s 51%, we hear from an author whose book explores Martha 
Graham’s international political life as she and her dance company promoted the United States in 
more than thirty nations for every presidential administration from Franklin D. Roosevelt through 
George H.W. Bush. 

9/22/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Life on Venus?  Possible Biosignature Detected

Description:  Have scientists found evidence of life on Venus? Known for its scorching 
temperatures and acidic atmosphere, Earth’s twin hardly seems a promising place for living 
things. But could a discovery of phosphine by researchers at MIT point to a high-altitude 
biosphere on this nearby world? 

9/23/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Not All Women Received the Right to Vote in 1919.

Description:  Whose Suffrage?  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is often seen as the peak of Black 
suffrage. But today the Supreme Court is chipping away at the Voting Rights Act.  

Also: At the same time that women gained the right to vote with the 19th amendment, lynchings 
were increasing in the South.   Khadijah Miller details how Black women strategically fought back 
against their disenfranchisement.

Plus, On this 100th anniversary of passage of the 19th Amendment, college students bring black 
and white suffragettes to life in online theater performances. 

9/25/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Tools to identify, face, and overcome shadow beliefs from childhood that hold us 
back.

Description:  Nancy Pickard lays out time-tested tools to identify, face, and overcome shadow 
beliefs from childhood that hold us back, get free of the limits of our comfort zone, and discover 
the courage we already have to take bold steps into the future. She teaches how to be more 
present, use our intuition, and get out from under the daily restrictions of autopilot. Bigger Better 
Braver author Nancy Pickard provides the pathway to uncover our personal vision of what living 
bigger means and opens the door for a major life change. 

9/27/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00



Issue:  Conditions Gay and Trans People Live with Behind Bars

Description:  In February of 2017, ICE agents arrested Estrella, an undocumented trans woman, 
inside an El Paso courthouse. Estrella was later sentenced to serve nine years behind bars for a 
non-violent crime. On today’s show, Estrella takes us into the maximum-security Texas men’s 
prison where she is serving out her sentence. Through intimate phone conversation, we follow 
Estrella through her first years of incarceration — through the joys of transitioning and finally 
feeling at home in her body, to the dangers that come from being a woman in one of the Texas’ 
most infamous men’s prisons.

9/28/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Domestic Violence in Lockdown: COVID-19 and the UK’s Domestic Abuse Bill

Description:  Domestic abuse affects everyone it touches—intimate partners, children, and 
elders. COVID-19 created new problems for victims of domestic violence and made some worse. 
This show looks at the challenges to survivors and their advocates posed by the pandemic and 
examines a landmark piece of legislation in the UK that could change the way countries there 
handle domestic abuse cases.

9/28/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  COVID Changes to Life

Description:  On this week’s 51%, COVID has changed so much in our lives. Community dance 
is off the table, and a group of senior citizens is learning to get by without it, for now. Plus, hear 
about the first woman composer to have music published.

9/29/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The universe is not just expanding; it’s accelerating.

Description:  The universe is not just expanding; it’s accelerating. Supermassive black holes are 
hunkered down at the center of our galaxy and just about every other galaxy, too. We talk about 
these and other big discoveries of the Hubble Space Telescope, now in orbit for 30 years. But two 
new next-generation telescopes will soon be joining Hubble: the Nancy Grace Roman Space 
Telescope and the James Webb Space Telescope. Hear what cosmic puzzles they’ll address. 
Plus, life in a clean room while wearing a coverall “bunny suit”; what it takes to assemble a 
telescope.

9/30/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  The Voyage of the USS Albatross

Description:  In 1908, the U.S.S. Albatross set off to the newly acquired U.S. colony of the 
Philippines and collected more than 80,000 fish species now in storage at the Smithsonian. A 
scientist studying the DNA of those fish believes over fishing is actually changing fish genetics.  



Also: The Chukar Partridge of the western United States may provide an evolutionary clue to the 
link between T-Rex and birds!

And: An ingenious laser system protects bats of the Rose Guano Cave in Nevada from colliding 
with the giant blades of wind turbines.

On A Postive Note

Launched following closures and cancellations due to the COVID-19 
Coronavirus outbreak in March 2020, On A Positive Note highlights the 
ways musicians and performing arts organizations are staying 
connected within our communities and how they are providing music 
and theater to local audiences during the COVID pandemic. These 
interviews aired twice-daily, in 6-minute features. This list is a 
continuation of the program series that began the week of March 23, 
2020:  

Opera Philadelphia’s “Opera on the Couch” and Virtual Festival
Lincoln Center’s “Lincoln Center at Home” and “Memorial for Us All”
Ballet Hispanico’s “BUnidos”
Violinist Jennifer Koh’s “Alone Together” commissioning project
Carnegie Hall’s family and community-centered programs
Lisa Bielawa’s “Broadcast from Home”
Renee Fleming’s “Music and Mind Live”
Giving Tuesday Now - philanthropy and the arts
Princeton Symphony Orchestra’s “PSO at Home”
American Composers Orchestra “Connecting ACO Community”
Opera Theatre of St. Louis’ participation in “Arts United STL”
Kelsey Theatre’s virtual Tomato Patch summer camp
NJ Theater Alliances virtual Stages Festival
McCarter Theatre’s “Conversations” series and online Gala
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s Virtual #OrchestraYou

 
Wait, Wait – there’s more!

On-Going Initiatives Serving our Broadcast Communities!

 On July 24, 2020, WWFM presented a pair of concerts broadcast live from the 
Black Box Theater at Mercer County Community College: Pianist Clipper Erickson 
in the music of African American composer Nathaniel Dett, and Rob Kapilow in a 
special edition of What Makes It Great.  

 On September 26, 2020, WWFM aired a special edition in its bi-monthly series 
Post Classical featuring the Post Classical Ensemble based in Washington DC. The 



first virtually recorded PostClassical featured the hosts, author and music 
historian and co-founder of Post Classical Ensemble Joseph Horowitz, the Music 
Director of PostClassical Ensemble Maestro Angel Gil-Ordonez and the host of 
Exploring Music Bill McGlaughlin. They were joined by the Director of the 
Gershwin Initiative at the University of Michigan, Mark Clague; noted writer on 
opera Conrad L. Osborne; the great African-American bass-baritone Kevin Deas 
and the legendary tenor George Shirley (the first African-American tenor to 
perform a leading role at The Met) for a program devoted to George Gershwin. 
Program featured a roundtable discussion about the opera Porgy & Bess, the 
role of Porgy, and new insight into Gershwin as a concert composer (aired Sept. 
26).    

 To mark the Black Lives Matter movement, The Classical Network, an all-music 
network that, because of the very nature of classical music, includes 
performances by musicians of many ethnic and racial backgrounds, The Classical 
Network aired a six hour special program of music performed by African-
American artists/composers – the duration of which was devoted entirely to the 
musical accomplishments of African-American musicians, including performers 
and composers. This was aired on the one month anniversary of the death of 
George Floyd, June 25, 2020. WWFM also aired the Black Lives Matter/George 
Floyd statement from its parent organization, Mercer County Community 
College, and college president, Dr. Jianping Wang. Her statement was also made 
available in writing through a website link from WWFM’s to MCCC’s website. 
Related, WWFM also aired a special edition of our specialty program Sounds 
Choral: The episode was entitled  "Let Us Carry Out That Dream."  The title is 
taken from Robert Kennedy's speech on the death of Martin Luther King Jr.  The 
featured work of the program was Joel Thompson's powerful and timely "The 
Seven Last Words of the Unarmed," a setting the last words of seven African-
American men who were killed in police action.  

 While performance organizations have cancelled their current and future 
seasons in the concert halls and theaters because of safety concerns surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, WWFM became among the first to present an actual 
live performance, from Mercer County Community College. This innovative 
concert was broadcast live on June 19 and featured the Newman & Oltman 
Guitar Duo. Performers, host and engineering staff were arranged socially 
distant with masks in order to safely produce and broadcast the concert live 
(with no audience present on site.)  

 WWFM began two new program initiatives in March 2020 while listeners 
remained at home during the COVID-19 crisis: On a Positive Note is designed to 
give listeners more options for engaging with the arts community through 
technology/computers; the other is the WWFM Listener Request Program which 
airs twice weekly to offer ways for our listeners to feel connected to WWFM and 
others who find classical music a source of joy and comfort, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   



 WWFM Station Manager (SM) participated in Rider University’s Fine & 
Performing Arts Networking Brunch Career Fair on February 25, 2020. This 
annual event is geared towards college students interested in careers in the arts, 
including broadcasting. SM spoke with many students at group round table 
discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what MCCC’s 
WWFM can offer to those interested in pursuing careers/jobs in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the Recruitment and Inclusion Fair for People with 
Disabilities and Disabled Veterans, held at Mercer County Community College’s 
Conference Center on Nov. 20, 2019. The focus of the event was to offer 
information about jobs to job seekers, including veterans, with disabilities. 
WWFM Station Manager was present with table set up to provide information 
and to talk to those interested in learning about jobs in radio and at WWFM.  

 Again, WWFM participated in the annual national Giving Tuesday event on Dec. 
3, 2019, by inviting six area non-profit organizations to our studios to talk live on 
air to inform our listeners how they serve our broadcast communities: 
HomeFront, Trenton Soup Kitchen, Princeton Senior Resource Center, Save: A 
Shelter for Homeless Animals, Trenton Music Makers, and WomenSpace.  

 WWFM participated in the Fall Career Fair at Mercer County Community College 
October 22, 2019. WWFM station manager was present to talk with students 
about job opportunities within WWFM radio.   

  Each year WWFM participates in MCCC’s Teen Arts Festival, where high school 
students from regional schools are invited to come to our MCCC campus to learn 
about culture and the arts and to participate in performance and hand-on 
activities. WWFM offers hand-on sessions and tours for students interested in 
learning about radio. This year’s Teen Arts Festival took place on May 3, 2019 
and was hosted for WWFM by WWFM’s production manager, Rachel Katz, who 
guided students through Broadcasting – On-Air, Online and Beyond at the 
WWFM studios.    

 WWFM participated in MCCC’s Explore Mercer Spring Open House for 
prospective students on April 10, 2019. WWFM station manager and production 
manager introduced new students to WWFM, and talked with them and their 
families about what the WWFM Network and MCCC radio programs have to 
offer to those interested in broadcasting.  

 WWFM Station Manager and Production Manager participated in Rider 
University’s Fine & Performing Arts Career Fair and Networking Brunch on April 
9, 2019. This annual event is geared towards college students interested in 
careers in the arts, including broadcasting. We spoke with many students at 
round table discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what 
MCCC’s WWFM and student radio programs can offer to those interested in 
pursuing careers in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the annual Guild for Early Music Festival at The Grounds 
for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ on March 24, 2019. WWFM table was set up with 
promotional material to inform interested patrons about WWFM. WWFM 



Station Manager served as host for the music event, open to the public. WWFM 
was media sponsor for the event.  

 WWFM mentors student interns in the area of hands-on production techniques 
in preparation for broadcast content, and in other departments of a radio 
station’s operations, such as membership and development (sometimes 
students are part of the work-study program at MCCC, and at others they are 
studying to obtain a degree in broadcasting at MCCC or other higher education 
institutions. During the first quarter 2020, WWFM hosted an African-American 
male student as a MCCC work study student, mentoring him with hands-on 
experience in radio production/editing.  During the fall semester 2019 from 
September through December, WWFM mentored an African American male 
work study student with hands-on experiences at WWFM radio. During the 
summer of 2019, WWFM mentored two students in radio including an African 
American male in the MCCC work study program, an African American male in 
the internship program and a female MCCC student who volunteered at WWFM 
as she looks at new career options in radio.  Note: This student initiative is 
presently on-hold, as of March 2020, as MCCC’s campus is physically closed to all 
but essential personnel during the COVID-19 crisis. When the college can re-
open safely WWFM will resume hands-on mentoring of students interested in 
careers in broadcasting. In the meantime, we are looking into ways we can 
engage students remotely in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the 2020 Holocaust Remembrance Day by presenting our 
production of Vera’s Story – the moving and unforgettable story of MCCC 
professor, Dr.Vera Goodkin and how she escaped the Holocaust as a child with 
the help of the Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg of the Raoul Wallenberg 
International Foundation. Locally produced by WWFM’s Rachel Katz and William 
Zagorski. 

 WWFM continues to host a website at www.wwfm.org.
 We regularly conduct live and pre-recorded interviews with people from the 

cultural community who are making news with performances in the WWFM 
coverage area and beyond. This program is called Cadenza, a weekly interview 
program devoted to highlighting local and international musicians. Cadenza is a 
2014 recipient of the prestigious ASCAP Foundation Deems Taylor/Virgil 
Thomson Radio Broadcast Award.   

 WWFM continues with its Noontime Concert Series - The Classical Network in 
Concert, which is an extension of WWFM’s Celebrating Our Musical Community. 
The series highlights local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast on 
WWFM, and for which key performers with various ensembles are invited to 
WWFM to co-host the programs for broadcast. Locally-produced. Note: this 
regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because no 
concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans 
include resumption of the series when performance organizations can give 
concerts, safely, once again. 

http://www.wwfm.org


 WWFM continues with series called Celebrating Our Musical Future, Mondays at 
8 pm – a program which highlights performances by music students and faculty 
from area/regional (and beyond)  music school/institutions such as Princeton 
University, Westminster Choir College, Rutgers University, Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music, Columbia University Music, Manhattan School of Music, Peabody 
Conservatory of Music, Temple University, West Chester University, Princeton 
High School and others; see list below. A WWFM original program production. 
Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic 
because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
Future plans include resumption of the series when performance organizations 
can give concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM airs two music appreciation, educational programs: What Makes it Great 
with Rob Kapilow, which airs approx. four hours monthly during the concert 
season, and Inside Music with George Marriner Maull, that airs the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays each month at 7:30 pm. Both are WWFM original program 
productions. 

 WWFM continues engagement in social networking through Face Book.
 WWFM website offers Webcasts of original programming content listeners have 

requested to have made available. 
 WWFM continues to engage the community through on-site participation at 

musical events, festivals and public service out reach organizations, such as the 
American Heart Association Central New Jersey Heart Walk at Thompson Park in 
Monroe, NJ (10/13/19 – WWFM is a media sponsor), Communiversity in 
Princeton (April 2019), Paxon Hill Farm Art in the Garden in Solebury, PA (Aug. 31 
& Sept. 1, 2019), & Rider University Career Day for the Arts (4/9/19 & 2/25/20).   

 WWFM continues to serve Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts by offering station 
tours/education to help them earn their service badges, in addition to tours 
given to other community/school groups, as requested. Note: this has been put 
on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because of safety concerns and that 
MCCC campus remains physically closed. Plans include resumption of tours when 
the college can re-open safely for visitors. 

 WWFM participates in Mercer County Community College’s Take Your Child to 
Work Day, this year held on April 25, 2019. A WWFM staff member brought her 
young son to the MCCC campus where WWFM staff gave him station tour and 
hands on experience in production studio. 

 As a public service, WWFM continues to offer free broadcasts of announcements 
of community concerts and other cultural events. Announcements are also 
offered via our web site, www.wwfm.org, under Events Calendar – a free, 
interactive community events site open to all. 

 WWFM broadcasts a twice-weekly feature of Broadway reviews, In a Broadway 
Minute, to serve those interested in theatre. Locally-produced.

 WWFM broadcasts local concerts from the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 

http://www.wwfm.org


pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Future plans include resumption of the series when performance 
organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM’s JazzOn2, 24-hour jazz station also offers additional public affairs and 
music programming. JazzOn2 broadcasts on WWFM’s HD2 channel serving 
Trenton, NJ, and surrounding region.

 WWFM continues to air announcements regarding EEO opportunities, and from 
the EMNet Emergency Message Center relating to weather concerns and other 
topics as they arise in our broadcast regions. 

 WWFM The Classical Network is proud to be a 2015 and 2016 recipient of the 
50 Best College Stations Award.    

Celebrating Our Musical Community/Celebrating our Musical Future: 
Our Community Connection to Great Music Making:

 

This series has included local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast 
and produced/aired by WWFM. Concerts produced each quarter are selected from 

among this list (as concerts are scheduled & performed) of WWFM’s long-time 
Musical Partnership Organizations:  

Merkin Hall at Kaufman Music Center, NYC
The Choir of Trinity Wall Street, NYC
Princeton University Chapel Afternoon Organ Recitals
Lake George Music Festival, NY
Bach Choir of Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, NJ
Piffaro – The Renaissance Band, Philadelphia
Dolce Suono Ensemble, Philadelphia
Northwestern University, Evanston, ILL: Bienen Contemporary/Early Vocal Ensemble
Callipygian Players Baroque Ensemble, Chicago
Temple University Boyer College of Music and Dance, Philadelphia
New England Conservatory of Music, Boston
Concordia Chamber Players, Solebury, PA
What Makes It Great with Rob Kapilow, Merkin Hall, NYC
Iris Orchestra, Germantown, TN
Music from the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Newark/Princeton, NJ
Curtis Institute of Music, Philadelphia
Astral Artists, Philadelphia
Rutgers University Mason Gross School of the Arts, New Brunswick, NJ
Post Classical Ensemble, Washington D.C.
Princeton University Orchestra, Princeton, NJ



Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra, Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Manhattan School of Music, NYC
The Princeton Singers, Princeton, NJ
Trinity Choir at Trinity Church, Princeton, NJ
The Downtown Concert Series, Freehold, NJ
The Princeton Symphony Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Music from the Marlboro Festival, VT
The Princeton Festival, Princeton, NJ
Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
Princeton Pro Musica, Princeton, NJ
Choral Arts Philadelphia, PA
Columbia University, NYC
Lenape Chamber Ensemble, Bucks County, PA
Gotham Early Music Scene, NYC 
The Thirteen Choir, Washington, D.C
Master Chorale, NJ
Raritan River Music Festival, NJ
New Brunswick Chamber Ensemble, NJ
Concerts on the Slope, Brooklyn, NY
Grand Harmonie, Boston, MA
Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Network for New Music, Philadelphia
Melomanie (Wilmington, DE)
PRISM Saxophone Quartet, Philadelphia & NYC
TON (The Orchestra Now) at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY
Princeton High School, Princeton, NJ

 Note: This regular feature of broadcast concerts has been put on hold during the 
COVID-19 pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans include continuation of the series when 
performance organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. Exceptions 
include the series extension, COMC, on select Friday evenings at 8. 


