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WWFM/WWNJ/WWCJ/WWPJ
_______________________________________________________________________

        
   

 In this report WWFM refers to the whole network of stations and translators. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The WWFM public affairs program A Tempo with Rachel Katz airs Saturdays at 7 pm. 
This is a half-hour interview program featuring members of our cultural and educational 
communities who speak with the host about various issues of interest/concern to our 
residents – A Tempo concerns itself with the arts community and issues of a cultural 
nature. MCCC refers to WWFM’s parent organization, Mercer County Community 
College, located in Trenton and West Windsor, NJ.  

A Tempo: Issues/Programs - Second Quarter 2020

April 14
The Philadelphia Orchestra’s virtual offerings during COVID-19; also how local theater 
and others are providing face masks during COVID-19 for healthcare workers.

April 11
How one school of music, its faculty and students, is coping with COVID-19

April 18
How summer music festivals and programs are coping with COVID-19 challenges: The 
Princeton Festival, Opera Steamboat and Aspen Music Festival. (In addition to NJ 
frequencies, WWFM broadcasts in Colorado.)

April 25
How performing art organizations are digitizing their research libraries making 
collections available to the public. 

May 2



Amid renewed focus on hygiene during the COVID-19 pandemic, a look at the story of 
one who was the first to pioneer the theory that handwashing could prevent the spread of 
disease, and the subsequent music-theater work inspired by the story. 

May 9
A look at some of the musical works composed in response to the Coronavirus pandemic.   

May 16
A look at how some theater companies have adapted their productions/plans to online 
resources. 

May 23
A conversation about the challenges and opportunities that performance organizations are 
facing as states begin to open up amid the pandemic.

June 6
A salute to the music class of 2020 featuring graduates at Westminster Choir College, 
Eastman School of Music, and Bard College.    

June 20
A look at the Native American Composer Apprentice Project that encourages students 
from Navajo and Hopi communities to compose new works, and subsequent relief efforts 
for Native American communities hard-hot by COVID-19. 

A Tempo Narratives

April 4
Guests: Matias Tarnopolsky, President and CEO, Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Philadelphia, PA; Tomer Zvulun, general and artistic director, The Atlanta 
Opera, Atlanta, GA; Cynthia Thom, costume manager, McCarter Theatre 
Center, Princeton, NJ

A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week speaks with Philadelphia Orchestra 
President and CEO Matias Tarnopolsky about the orchestra’s online 
announcement of its upcoming season and its new online offerings, “The 
Virtual Philadelphia Orchestra.” The program also features interviews with 
Tomer Zvulun, general and artistic director of The Atlanta Opera, and Cynthia 
Thom, costume manager at McCarter Theatre Center, about their staffs' 
efforts to sew masks needed for healthcare workers amid the Covid-19 
Coronavirus outbreak. 

April 11
Guests: Erika Floreska, executive director, Bloomingdale School of Music, New 
York, NY



The Bloomingdale School of Music, a community music school in Manhattan, 
last Fall received a makeover of its concert hall and backyard courtesy of the 
NBC Universal program George to the Rescue. The episode aired this 
weekend and is also available on YouTube. A Tempo host Rachel Katz speaks 
with the school's Executive Director Erika Floreska about the renovation and 
how students and faculty are coping with being closed because of the 
Coronavirus.

April 18
Guests: Richard Tang Yuk, Artistic Director, Princeton Festival, Princeton, N; 
Andres Cladera, Artistic Director, Opera Steamboat, Steamboat Springs, CO; 
Alan Fletcher, President and CEO, Aspen Music Festival and School, Aspen, 
CO.

A Tempo this Saturday takes a look at what has gone into decisions by 
summer festival on whether to cancel or postpone because of the Cornavirus, 
and how the festivals are hoping to stay engaged online with audiences and 
reschedule at least some of the events that were planned for this summer. 
Host Rachel Katz will speak with Princeton Festival Artistic Director Richard 
Tang Yuk, Opera Steamboat Artistic Director Andres Cladera, and Aspen 
Music Festival and School President and CEO Alan Fletcher.

April 25
Guests: Gino Francesconi, Director, Carnegie Hall Archives and Rose Museum, 
New York, NY: Kathleen Sabogal, Archive Assistant, Carnegie Hall, New York, 
NY; Richard Boursy, research archivist, Yale University’s Irving S. Gilmore 
Music Library, New Haven, CT.

In recent years, a number of performing arts organizations and research 
libraries have been digitizing their archives and making some collections 
available online to the public. A Tempo host Rachel Katz looks at two of 
these. The program's guests will be Carnegie Hall Archives and Rose Museum 
Director Gino Francesconi, along with archive Assistant Director Kathleen 
Sabogal, and Richard Boursy, research archivist at Yale University's Irving S. 
Gilmore Music Library.

May 2
Guests: Raymond Lustig, composer, New York, NY

Raymond Lustig, a published researcher in molecular biology before pursuing his Master’s and 
Doctorate degrees in composition at Juilliard, has been fascinated with the story of 
tIgnác Semmelweis, one of the first to pioneer the theory that handwashing could prevent the 
spread of disease, and he first wrote a music-theater work about Semmelweis with writer 
Matthew Doherty more than a decade ago. It finally had its premiere in 2018, co-produced by the 
Budapest Operetta Theatre and Bartok Plusz Opera Festival as part of the festivities celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of  Semmelweis' birth, and a video of that performance will be streamed 
throughout the month of May amid renewed focus on hygiene amid the Coronavirus. A Tempo 



host Rachel Katz this Saturday will speak with Lustig about the work and the relevance of 
Semmelweis' story today.

May 9
Guests: Kamala Sankaram, composer, New York, NY; Denver Cosado, 
composer and music theater producer, New York, NY; José Luis Domínguez, 
artistic director, New Jersey Symphony Orchestra Youth Orchestras, Newark, 
NJ

The Western musical canon is filled with works composed during the throes of historical events 
or inspired by them years later, and this week on A Tempo looks at some of the works being 
composed in response to or during the Coronavirus. Host Rachel Katz speaks with composer 
Kamala Sankaram, whose Zoom-based opera "All Decisions Will be Made by Consensus" 
debuted online in April; Denver Casado, who composed the music to "The Show Must Go 
Online" to give school theater students a musical they could produce online; and José Luis 
Domínguez, artistic director of the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra Youth Orchestras, who 
wrote "Gratias Tibi" for the NJSO and Montclair State University Singers to honor frontline 
workers in the Covid-19 crisis. 

May 16
Guests: Brian Crowe, Director of Education, Shakespeare Theatre of New 
Jersey, Madison, NJ; Aline Stokes, graduate student, Mason Gross School of 
the Arts, Rutgers the State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ; 
Caroline Breder-Watts, executive director, Arts Radio Network,  Shaker 
Heights, OH.

As theater companies have had to find ways to move their productions online, some are turning to 
the model of the old-fashioned radio play, with their spectacular sound effects and specialized 
writing. This Saturday A Tempo will look at two groups that are exploring these possibilities. 
Host Rachel Katz will speak with Brian Crowe, director of education at the Shakespeare Theatre 
of New Jersey and director of Rutgers Mason Gross School of the Arts Theatre Program's 
production of The Winter's Tale, which was adapted into a radio play, and MFA student and actor 
Aline Stokes; and also with Caroline Breder-Watts, executive director of Arts Radio Network, 
which has expanded production of its Radio on The Lake Theatre radio plays.

May 23
Guests: Jesse Rosen, President and CEO, League of American Orchestras, 
New York, NY; Marc Scorca, President and CEO, Opera America, New York, NY

As states begin moving to open up select activities, orchestras, opera companies and other 
performing arts organizations are struggling to determine how and when they can return to live 
performances. On A Tempo this Saturday (5/23 at 7 pm), host Rachel Katz explores some of 
these challenges and possibilities in conversations with Jesse Rosen, President and CEO of the 
League of American Orchestras, and Marc Scorca, President and CEO of Opera America.

May 30



Guests: Tony Fogg, Director, Tanglewood Music Festival, Boston, MA; Trey 
Devey, President, Interlochen Center for the Arts, Interlochen, MI.

As the summer season approached, it became clear to classical music's iconic summer institutions 
that stay-at-home rules and restrictions on large gatherings were not going to be lifted in time for 
their regular programs to go on as usual. A Tempo this Saturday will look at how Tanglewood 
and Interlochen Center for the Arts are working to provide rich and meaningful experiences for 
those who have made them a part of their summer musical plans. Host Rachel Katz will speak 
with Tanglewood Director Tony Fogg and Interlochen President Trey Devey.

June 6
Guests: Elena Byassee, graduate, Westminster Choir College at Rider 
University, Princeton, NJ; Sophie Volpe, graduate, Eastman School of Music, 
Rochester, NY; Emily Melendes, fellow, The Orchestra Now, Bard College, 
Annendale-on-Hudson, NY; Lawrence Brownlee, tenor, New York, NY; Renee 
Fleming, soprano, New York, NY; Keith Lockhart, conductor, Boston Pops, 
Boston, MA; Leon Botstein, President, Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, 
NY; Margaret Cusack, chair, Piano and Voice Department, Westminster Choir 
College at Rider University, Princeton, NJ

In a special one-hour segment, A Tempo this Saturday salutes the Class of 2020, including 
interviews with three graduates: Elena Byassee, who will receive her MA in music education in 
December at Westminster Choir College at Rider University and was to be the student speaker at 
Spring Convocation; Sophie Volpe, graduate in trombone performance and music education from 
the Eastman School of Music; and Emily Melendes, a harpist who just wrapped up her final year 
with The Orchestra Now at Bard College. Host Rachel Katz will also speak with Tenor Lawrence 
Brownlee, Soprano Renee Fleming and Boston Pops Conductor Keith Lockhart, who will share 
their thoughts and words of wisdom to these musicians on how to navigate the challenges, make 
the most of the opportunities that lie ahead, and work to make the world a better place. The 
program also includes interviews with Bard College President Leon Botstein and Margaret 
Cusack, chair of Westminster's Piano and Voice Department.

June 20
Guests: Ralph Farris, violist and co-founder, quartet ETHEL, New York, NY; 
Michael Begay, composer, Tuba, AZ; James Bilogody, composer, Tuba, AZ.

The string quartet ETHEL spent 10 years as ensemble in residence with the Grand Canyon Music 
Festival's Native American Composer Apprentice Project, working with composers and high 
school students from mostly Navajo and Hopi communities to create new works. The 2011 
documentary "Strings on the Rez" followed the quartet for two years during this experience, and 
now the quartet is releasing the film online on Sunday June 21 to support relief efforts for Navajo 
and Hopi communities that have been hard-hit by the Covid-19 outbreak.
A Tempo host Rachel Katz this Saturday speaks with ETHEL violist and co-founder Ralph 
Farris, as well as composer Michael Begay, who started as a student with the program, and 
composer James Bilogody, who has also collaborated with the quartet.



On A Postive Note
Launched following closures and cancellations due to the COVID-19 
Coronavirus outbreak in March 2020, On A Positive Note highlights the ways 
musicians and performing arts organizations are staying connected within our 
communities and how they are providing music and theater to local 
audiences during the COVID pandemic. These interviews aired twice-daily, in 
6-minute features. This list is a continuation of the program series that began 
the week of March 23, 2020:  

Opera Philadelphia’s “Opera on the Couch” and Virtual Festival
Lincoln Center’s “Lincoln Center at Home” and “Memorial for Us All”
Ballet Hispanico’s “BUnidos”
Violinist Jennifer Koh’s “Alone Together” commissioning project
Carnegie Hall’s family and community-centered programs
Lisa Bielawa’s “Broadcast from Home”
Renee Fleming’s “Music and Mind Live”
Giving Tuesday Now - philanthropy and the arts
Princeton Symphony Orchestra’s “PSO at Home”
American Composers Orchestra “Connecting ACO Community”
Opera Theatre of St. Louis’ participation in “Arts United STL”
Kelsey Theatre’s virtual Tomato Patch summer camp
NJ Theater Alliances virtual Stages Festival
McCarter Theatre’s “Conversations” series and online Gala
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s Virtual #OrchestraYou

WWFM JazzOn2, 89.1 HD2: Issues/Programs/Narratives – 2nd Qrtr 2020

4/1/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12noon – TRT:  0:54:28

Issue:  The Coronavirus and the resultant COVID-19 infections have caused widespread 
loss; economically, psychologically and the loss of human life.  This program offers a way to cope 
and heal. 

Poetry That Heals:  This is a good time to reflect on the role of poetry in the face of tragedy.  A 
poet laureate shares how poetry can heal in the wake of loss. 

And: In college, Laura Bylenok was fascinated with genetic engineering. Now, she manipulates 
language, not DNA. Her poetry turns familiar forms into poetic laboratory experiments.

Later in the show: Pediatrician and poet Irène Mathieu says both science and poetry use 
language to understand deeper truths about the human condition. Mathieu’s latest collection, 
Grande Marronage, examines the lives of Creole women of color in New Orleans.



4/3/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00 – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:21

Issue:  The strain on healthcare workers during the COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
mental trauma, illness and death to a large percentage of these workers.

The Influence of Psychological Trauma in Nursing:
Nurses are trained to think of others. We are trained to think of patients and the trauma they may 
experience,  but how much awareness do we have of the trauma nurses experience?  In a 
conversation for clinicians and lay persons, Dr . Karen Foli shares her experiences and her 
expertise.

4/5/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:01

Issue:  The changing drug culture in Medellin, Columbia and the women overcome the 
male-dominated mariachi culture.

The Remarkable Rebirth Of Medellín:  Medellín, Colombia, is lauded as one of the most 
innovative and tourist-friendly cities in the world. But 30 years ago, the city was the world's 
cocaine capital—ravaged by the cartel war led by Pablo Escobar. Latino USA travels to Medellín 
to hear how the city's violent history changed the lives of one family and how Medellín went from 
being one of the most dangerous places in the world to the "model city" it is today.

Also on the show, the women of mariachi Flor De Toloache tell us how they've overcome 
criticisms to make their music in the male-dominated mariachi circles.

4/6/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  What can we learn from the last deadly, global pandemic?

Covid-19 and Lessons from the Spanish Flu:  In 1918, humanity faced a deadly global 
pandemic— the Spanish Flu. The CDC estimates that the disease killed at least 50 million 
people, and infected a third of the world’s population. 

Today, handwashing and physical distancing are a part of daily life, as are grim tallies of the sick 
and the dead. And our methods for slowing the spread of the novel Coronavirus are very similar 
to those who were flattening the curve 100 years ago.

Within the social and political climate of 1918, we’ll examine how the people who lived a century 
before us responded to the crisis of a global pandemic.

4/6/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  How are frontline healthcare workers coping with COVID-19?

On this week’s 51%, a nurse shares her view from the front lines; hear from a resiliency expert 
about coping with the COVID-19 and what is happening in the face of social distancing; and meet 
an intuitive songwriter.

4/7/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  How other living creatures map their world, deal with stress, and communicate.



Let's Take a Paws -- How other living creatures map their world:  
Humans aren’t the only animals stressed-out by social distancing.  Narwhals send out 
echolocation clicks to locate their buddies and ease their loneliness.  And a plant about to be 
chomped by a caterpillar knows that the world can be a scary place.  In this episode, we put aside 
human-centric stories to find out how other living creatures map their world, deal with stress, and 
communicate.

4/8/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  A brief history of the banjo – the story of America.  American history through 
ballads.

Music Matters:  Listen to the music of the Old Fiddlers Convention in Galax, Virginia, which has 
attracted thousands of music lovers every summer for 85 years. 

Plus: The studio comes alive with song as two banjo-playing historians share the banjo's storied 
history in America. 

And: When the first settlers came to America from England and Scotland they brought a rich 
tradition of ballad-singing to the Appalachian Mountains of North Carolina, where they influenced 
modern performers from Joan Baez to the Carolina Chocolate Drops.

4/10/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:26:00

Issue:  The fear of fat, Black women.

Fearing the Black Body:  How the female body has been racialized for over two hundred years. 
There is an obesity epidemic in this country and poor Black women are particularly stigmatized as 
“diseased” and a burden on the public health care system. This is only the most recent 
incarnation of the fear of fat Black women, which Dr. Sabrina Strings shows took root more than 
two hundred years ago.

4/12/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:01

Issue:  There are currently over 35,000 immigrants in detention in the United States

Intuition:  There are currently over 35,000 immigrants in detention in the United States, and most 
of them are in centers under the control of ICE, the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Agency. With the spread of COVID-19 the situation that many immigrants in detention are facing 
has become an urgent concern. We speak with Noah Lanard, a journalist who has reported on 
the conditions in these detention centers for Mother Jones magazine.

Also on the show, Reporter Cindy Rodriguez talks to scientist Galang Lufityano about his 
research that shows how intuitive decision-making works.

4/13/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Witch hunts are still happening.

Witch Hunts and Enclosures: Bodies, Land and Women:  Today, witch hunts are still 
happening, in places like East Timor, India and Cambodia. Federici, who never really left the 



subject of witch hunts, returns to the topic with her book, Women Witches and Witch Hunts. She 
looks back to the witch hunts of middle ages and sees them replaying today, in countries that are 
newly adopting capitalism as their economic model.

4/13/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Spotlight on the effect of COVID-19 on one family in the US and Italy.

On this week’s 51%, we hear about a family divided between the U.S. and Italy during COVID-19; 
and a woman talks about turning from a career in the pharmaceutical industry to a farm.

4/14/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Can fictional threats provide insight into how we deal with real ones?

Zombies, Bigfoot, and Max Brooks -- What do a zombie attack and a viral pandemic have in 
common?  They are both frightening, mindless, and relentless in their assault.  And both require 
preparedness.   That’s why the author of “World War Z” – a story about a battle against zombies 
– lectures at West Point.

4/15/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  People are taking “Freedom of Speech” to an extreme.

Overcoming Extremism:  This week we’re sharing a new podcast series called Overcoming 
Extremism produced by the Anti-Defamation League and hosted by former Charlottesville Mayor 
Mike Signer. Episode 4: Amy Spitalnick fights to bankrupt the white supremacist movement. 

Also: What would it take to induce compassion for your sworn enemy? That’s exactly what the 
“laboratory for peace” program in Rondine, Italy, is trying to find out as graduate students from 
conflict zones live together for three years.

4/17/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:29:30

Issue:  The breadth and value of list-making … how a simple practice can change our lives 
and open our hearts.

Make A List - Marilyn McEntyre:  What if our lists did more than just remind us to buy milk and 
take out the trash? What if the practice of list-making could help us discover who we truly are and 
even point us to our deepest joys, hopes, and desires? Teacher, writer, and wordsmith Marilyn 
McEntyre shows listeners how the simple act of writing a list can open doors to personal 
discovery and spiritual growth.

4/19/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:01

Issue:  Afro-Puerto Ricans fighting to be visible on the 2020 Census.

Reporter’s Notebook: Afro-Puerto Ricans Fighting to be Visible On the Census -- Latinos could 
play a decisive role in the swing state of Pennsylvania in November’s presidential election. The 
campaign of Senator Bernie Sanders had been courting Latino voters there for months. Now that 
Sanders has dropped out, many wonder if former Vice-President Joe Biden will be able to win 



them over. Maria Hinojosa speaks with reporter Gisele Regatao, who has been on the ground in 
Pennsylvania following Latino voters.

Also on the show: Journalist Natasha S. Alford joins Latino USA's Maria Hinojosa to discuss her 
coverage of Afro-Latinos in Puerto Rico.

4/20/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Homelessness before and during COVID-19

On the Brink:  Homelessness before and during COVID-19 -- When the coronavirus pandemic 
hit the U.S. many of us were told to “shelter in place” in order to minimize the spread of disease. 
But, for a lot of people who are forced to live on the street, its not possible to just close the door 
and retreat into safety. Today’s show is about homelessness. We start by following two women 
as they undergo several evictions, even thought they’re already living in encampments. And we 
talk about the impact these ongoing displacements have on their mental and physical health. 
Then, we take a look at how homeless communities are dealing with COVID-19 and finally, we 
talk about market forces in the housing crisis and how to fight for “the right to housing.” 
Featuring:
 
Mouangjoi Tracy Saelee, Kimberly Medrano and Morgan - former residents of an encampment at 
East 12th Street and 23rd Avenue in Oakland, California. Joe Devries - Assistant to the City 
Administrator in Oakland Candice Elder – Executive Director, East Oakland Collective, Noni 
Session, East Bay Permanent Real Estate Cooperative.

4/20/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Staying connected during COVID-19

On this week’s 51%, a psychologist helps manage stress amid the COVID-19 crisis; a 
singer/songwriters shares her addiction problems; and music interprets sea level rise.

4/21/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The threat that other species face.

The Other Living World:  Reason for hope is just one thing that ecologist Carl Safina can offer.  
He understands why many of us turn to nature to find solace during this stressful time. Safina 
studies the challenges facing the ultimate survival of many species, but also gives a portrait of 
animals from their point of view. He describes how diverse animals such as sperm whales, bear 
cubs, macaws, and chickens deal with uncertainty, and assert their quirky individuality while 
learning to become part of a community. So is it possible for us to reconnect not just with 
humanity, but also with the other living world?

4/22/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  The “Adultification” of Black Girls

New York Times best selling children’s author Meg Medina talks about the power of writing in 
Spanglish, and relates her own childhood to her 2019 book, Merci Suárez Changes Gears.



And: The roots of the “adultification” of young black girls, from the author of Black Girlhood, 
Punishment and Resistance.

Plus: Women professors are often relegated to lower-ranked positions than their male colleagues. 
That has spurred creation of "The Sistah Colleague Circle" to give women professors 
encouragement and a collaborative work environment.

4/23/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:28:30

Issue:  Negative self-worth.

Bigger, Better, Braver with author Nancy Pickard:  Nancy lays out time-tested tools to identify, 
face, and overcome shadow beliefs from childhood that hold us back, get free of the limits of our 
comfort zone, and discover the courage we already have to take bold steps into the future. She 
teaches how to be more present, use our intuition, and get out from under the daily restrictions of 
autopilot. Bigger Better Braver author Nancy Pickard provides the pathway to uncover our 
personal vision of what living bigger means and opens the door for a major life change.

4/26/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Answering questions about these uncertain times.

With You, Peru:  In recent weeks, many of us have had to adjust to living and working remotely. 
It’s a necessary precaution to keep yourself and your community safe during the coronavirus 
pandemic — but it’s not always easy to do. John Paul Brammer, author of the popular advice 
column “Hola Papi,” gets it. He’s been getting lots of questions from readers about how to make it 
through life in self-quarantine. On this week’s Latino USA, Brammer answers listener questions 
about these strange, uncertain times, and talks about how to give advice during a historic 
pandemic.

4/27/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Capitalism’s impact on America’s working class.

COVID-19 Pandemic Capitalism and Bonds:  By mid-April, over 22 million people had filed for 
unemployment benefits. And it’s unclear whether jobs and businesses that people left behind will 
still be there once stay-at-home orders are lifted. This abrupt stop to “business as usual” has 
shined a light on the insidious nature of capitalism and its impact on America's working class. 
This week, Naomi Klein, Astra Taylor and Keeanga Yahmahtta Taylor discuss “How to Beat 
Coronavirus Capitalism.” And, Prof. Kris Peterson breaks down the financialization of pandemics 
through World Bank pandemic bonds.

4/27/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  COVID-19 victims need to be more than a statistic.

On this week’s 51%, a woman helps create a web site to mourn loved ones in a time of social 
distancing; hear how the COVID-19 pandemic is affecting families financially, from a hair salon 
owner to military families; and Dr. Jeri Burns reflects on an unintended positive impact of the 
pandemic.



4/28/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Theraputic tools being developed to deal with COVID-19.

Treating the Virus:  It’s not like waiting for Godot, because he never arrived.  A coronavirus 
vaccine will come.  But it is still months away.  Meanwhile, scientists are adding other weapons to 
our growing arsenal against this virus. The development of antibody tests, antibody cures, and 
antivirals offer hope that we can soon have the tools to battle those who’ve been sickened by the 
COVID-19 virus while we wait for the inoculation that will prevent it.

4/29/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  How art influences science.

The Art of Space:  A visual effects artist for movies like Star Wars, Watchmen, and Jurassic 
Park speaks to the prestigious MARS conference, hosted by Jeff Bezos, about how the arts 
inspire science and drive innovation. 

And: In the blockbuster film, The Martian, Matt Damon escapes Mars by using a spacecraft based 
on real-life technology that was created years before and then shelved. Now a version of that 
design is going to Mars this summer.

Plus: The author of Exoplanets: Diamond Worlds, Super Earths, Pulsar Planets, and the New 
Search for Life Beyond Our Solar System.

4/30/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  According to the World Health Organization, 1 in 5 Americans have an anxiety 
disorder.

The Power of Agency:  Dr. Paul Napper Co-Author of The Power of Agency discusses a 
science-backed approach to living life on your own terms. Agency is the ability to act as an 
effective agent for yourself - reflecting, making creative choices, and constructing a meaningful 
life. Grounded in extensive psychological research, The Power of Agency gives you the tools to 
help alleviate anxiety, manage competing demands, and help you live your version of success.

5/3/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:01

Issue:  Coronavirus outbreak in Massachusetts

Portrait of: Enrique Bunbury:  Just across the river from Boston is a city that has the highest per 
capita rate of infection in Massachusetts. It’s the city of Chelsea. For generations, its residents 
have been primarily Latino who commute to Boston to work. Maria Hinojosa sits down with 
Boston-based reporter Julio Ricardo Varela to talk about why this outbreak began and the 
healthcare response to it. 

Also on the show, a portrait of Spanish rock star Enrique Bunbury. With over 30 years in the 
business, he is known for constantly reinventing himself.

5/4/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Coping with Coronavirus and COVID-19.



Two Revolutions, Many Secrets:  In the midst of our stress and trauma dealing with the COVID-
19 pandemic, it’s hard to imagine what stories we will ultimately tell our children and 
grandchildren. This week's Making Contact episode is about two strong women who survived 
historic trauma, and the stories they later told their families. During this time of social distancing, 
these stories remind us of the importance of being in relationship with our loved ones, and the 
healing power of sharing our experiences.

5/4/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A personal account of contracting COVID-19.

On this week’s 51%, a jazz musician talks about contracting COVID-19; and three generations of 
women keep an olive farm in production in California.

5/5/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  False narratives during this crisis are getting in the way of valuable information.

Skeptic Check: COVID Conspiracy:  Nature abhors a vacuum, but conspiracy theorists love 
one.  While we wait for scientists to nail down the how and why of the coronavirus, opportunists 
have jumped into the void, peddling DIY testing kits and fake COVID cures like colloidal silver.  
They’ve even cooked up full-blown conspiracy theories about a lab-grown virus.  Find out why 
this crisis has dished up more than the usual share of misinformation and hucksterism, and how 
these interfere with our ability to navigate it safely.

5/6/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:24

Issue:  A Story In honor of Asian Pacific Heritage Month.
Voices of Vietnam, A Lost Homeland:  The Fall of Saigon marked the bitter end of the 
American War in Vietnam and the loss of a homeland for hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese 
people. We share stories of the chaotic withdrawal of U.S. troops, along with heroic rescues and 
harrowing escapes of Vietnamese citizens. 

Many Vietnamese Americans today grapple with the complexities of guilt and silence.  And their 
children share the delicate balance of growing up as both Vietnamese and American, and what 
that means for them in the U.S. today.

5/82020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:01

Issue:  Parenting

Brain Stages - with Patricia Wilkinson:  Brain Stages is the ultimate leg up for parents and 
caregivers in today's complicated, competitive world. A grade-by-grade guide through the 
formative elementary school years, this book will show you how to have fun with your kids as you 
help them grow into successful, well-adjusted children.  

5/10/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00



Issue:  Latino-owned business being shut-out from the relief they need.

Latino-Owned and Without a Lifeline, Small Businesses Struggle to Survive:  Maria 
Hinojosa checks in with Texas Public Radio reporter Paul Flahive to hear about the status of 
Latino business owners in Texas during this crisis. They discuss what Latino business owners 
can expect from a new round of economic relief from the government.

Also on the show, Immortal Technique is a legendary underground hip-hop artist known for his 
raw, highly political lyrics. We check in with him to see what he is up to in these times of 
coronavirus. He is going out in the neighborhood to deliver food and run errands for those unable 
to go outside due to COVID-19.

5/11/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  A look back at The Bombing of MOVE.

The Bombing of MOVE, 35 Years Later:  Our radio adaptation of the film, Let the Fire Burn 
explores the controversial, 1985 clash between police in Philadelphia and MOVE, a radical, non-
violent, back-to-nature group. After a standoff with the group MOVE, Philadelphia Police dropped 
a bomb on the roof of MOVE's home, killing 11 people including five children, and destroying 
approximately 61 homes. Thirty-five years later, Philadelphia is still known as "The City that 
Bombed Itself." The city’s brutal show force, unjustified to many, exists as part of a decades-long 
tradition of violent policing aimed at African-Americans.

5/11/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Climate change anxiety.

On this week’s 51%, we hear about the leading ladies of spaceflight and a reporter examines the 
psychological impacts of climate change.

5/12/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Curiosity about life’s origins.

Is Life Inevitable?  Moving from chemistry to biology:  A new theory about life’s origins 
updates Darwin’s warm little pond.  Scientists say they’ve created the building blocks of biology in 
steaming hot springs, while NASA scientists simulate deep-sea vent chemistry to produce the 
type of environment that might spawn life.  Plus, how meteors seeded Earth with organics and a 
provocative idea that life arose as an inevitable consequence of matter shape-shifting to dissipate 
heat.

5/13/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:28

Issues:  Coronavirus testing.

Going Viral:  Frantic because Coronavirus cases were multiplying and test kits were scarce, two 
doctors decided to make their own tests and shared thousands of them with medical centers 
across the nation.  



And: Most of us click through Pinterest for decorating ideas, but one researcher found a 
surprising abundance of vaccine conspiracy theories on Pinterest. Now she’s teaching about the 
spread of COVID-19 misinformation online.

5/15/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:31

Issue:  Emotional intelligence and facial coding.

Famous Faces Decoded - Dan Hill:  Vital to emotional intelligence is fluently reading the 
language of facial expressions. Famous Faces Decoded shows you that emotions are hidden in 
plain sight on all of our faces. You'll learn how emotions shape and reflect our personalities, 
driving behavior  ... From whom to hire, to sales, negotiations, and interacting with your boss, 
colleagues or customers, as well as in dating, marriage or handling your kids, Famous Faces 
Decoded will help anyone keen on securing more steadfast rapport with others.

 5/17/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The US asylum system.

At the Mercy of the Courts:  Latino USA partners up with Documented, a nonprofit news site 
that covers immigrants in New York City, to get a behind the scenes look at the experience of 
trying to navigate the immigration courts as an asylum-seeker under the Trump Administration. 
We follow the story of Wendy and Elvis, Guatemalan newlyweds who flee violent extortion threats 
only to find themselves in a maddening and punishing U.S. court system that is now the norm for 
immigrants seeking safety.

5/18/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Gig workers in COVID-19.

Gig Workers, driver's for app companies such as Lyft and Uber, are struggling during COVID-19. 
They're considered essential workers, so they can still work but many of them aren't making 
enough to cover rent. Many have chosen to stay home, facing economic insecurity. Those who 
work, however, are continuing to drive without much protection in the way of personal protective 
equipment, and very little help from the app companies themselves.  We take a look at the future 
of the gig economy and how to protect "essential workers."

5/18/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A Doctor’s account of navigating the system during COVID-19.

On this week’s 51%, a doctor tells what happened when she offered her help during the COVID-
19 pandemic, a migraine sufferer shares her journey; and hear from a woman who co-founded a 
community dance class that helps senior citizens fight inactivity and isolation.

5/19/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00



Issue:  Tracking the origin of coronavirus.

To the Bat Cave:  To fight a pandemic, you first need to understand where a virus comes from. 
That quest takes disease ecologist Jon Epstein to gloomy caverns where bats hang out. There he 
checks up on hundreds of the animals as his team from the EcoHealth Alliance trace the origins 
of disease-causing viruses. Hear how he finds these viruses, what kind of human activity triggers 
outbreaks, and how science counters the unsubstantiated claim that the virus escaped from a lab.

5/20/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  COVID-19 is disrupting the global food supply.

Back to the Land:  In the 1970s, a Woodstock song became the rallying cry for a back-to-the-
land movement.  In the face of a crashing economy, a small stampede of young people fled to 
West Virginia to live off of their own labor. We could see an uptick as the pandemic reshapes our 
society. 

Plus: People all over are planting vegetables and building raised beds--in part for the love of it, 
but also anticipating food shortages. Now there's an effort to help people create "immunity 
gardens" in their window sills and back yards.

5/22/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  Today’s times are in need of journalistic truth.

When Truth Mattered with Robert Giles:  When Truth Mattered is a gripping, authoritative 
account of a young editor and his staff painstakingly pursuing the truth of the Kent State 
shootings on May 4, 1970 – a tragedy that has haunted the nation for 50 years and significantly 
changed the debate about the Vietnam War. The editor, Robert Giles, takes you inside the turmoil 
and drama of the Akron Beacon Journal newsroom on that fateful day, and on campus at Kent 
State University, a Midwestern college under siege. Robert provides an urgent lesson for today: 
What is the role of truth in media? Can you trust the news that you’re hearing and seeing? If not, 
how do you equip yourself? When Truth Mattered shows how journalism was done right … and 
how those standards must still be applied today.

5/24/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The Mexican government’s partnership with the U.S. regarding immigration 
policies.

In this 2-part investigation, The Moving Border, we delve into the increasing pressure put on 
refugees seeking safety in the United States via its southern border. It reveals the surprising 
support the Trump administration has received to create an impenetrable policy wall that pushes 
asylum seekers south, away from the U.S. In episode one, The North, we visit Juarez and tell the 
story of a mother and daughter who are mired in a web of changing policy and subjected to 
ongoing violence. And we find evidence of how Mexican authorities are working hand-in-hand 
with the U.S. at the border.  

5/25/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00



Issue:  Jails Before and After Covid-19 via 70 Million

Texts Not Jails! Before and After Covid-19 via 70 Million -- Covid-19 has transformed jails and 
prisons into death traps. How are some communities jailing less people in the first place. After 
someone is arrested, there are multiple court-ordered actions after they make bail. Often, missing 
any of these--especially court appearances--winds them up in jail. 70 Million's reporter Jenny 
Casas goes to Palm Beach, Florida, where something as simple as texting has made a significant 
difference in people’s lives.

5/25/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00
Issue:  An artist talks about her memoir.

On this week’s 51%, she was the bassist for the Go-Go’s. We spend the show with Kathy 
Valentine, who has written a memoir and a soundtrack.

5/26/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Efforts to develop a coronavirus vaccine.

Vaccine, When?  Giving it a shot:  It will be the shot heard ‘round the world, once it comes.  But 
exactly when can we expect a COVID vaccine?  We discuss timelines, how it would work, who’s 
involved, and the role of human challenge trials.  Also, meet a volunteer enrolled in the first 
coronavirus vaccine trial.  And, while we mount an elaborate defense against a formidable foe, 
scientists ask a surprising question: is a virus even alive?

5/27/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:28

Issue:  Some “sports” entertainment during COVID-19.

Take Me Out To The Ballgame:  We all know the song “Take Me Out To The Ballgame,” but, did 
you know that the woman who inspired its creation was a feminist Vaudeville actress of the 
1920's.

And: Before the pandemic struck, Nick Heath was a rugby announcer in England. Now that 
Rugby games are shut down, his hilarious play-by-play videos of everyday activities have gone 
viral. 

Plus: 80% of new referees don’t make it past their second year.  A new survey explains the 
problem.

5/30/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:29:11

Issue:  Addressing misconceptions about aging.

There are many misconceptions about aging.  One of the myths is that it is a time to slow up and 
slow down.  Not so!



5/31/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:01

Issue:  Refugees seeking asylum in the U.S.

The Moving Border - Part 2:  The South:  Latino USA, delves into the increasing pressure put 
on refugees seeking safety in the United States via its southern border. It reveals the surprising 
support the Trump administration has received to create an impenetrable policy wall that pushes 
asylum seekers south, away from the U.S. In Part 2 of The Moving Border, we visit Tapachula, 
Mexico in search of a young man whose life is in danger and we find a new frontier where 
refugees trying to make it to the U.S. are increasingly stuck thanks to an international effort to 
make Mexico a destination state for asylum.
6/1/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Surveillance capitalism.

Data Boom! Rana Foroohar on Surveillance Capitalism:  The biggest tech companies 
generate enormous wealth and power by harvesting information about people. It’s called 
surveillance capitalism. As author Rana Foroohar puts it, as a commodity, data can be thought of 
as the new oil; and the Googles and Apples of the world, the new “too big to fail” tycoons.

6/1/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Mix-race in Native communities.

On this week’s 51%, three generations of women talk about their now federally recognized tribe; 
a speech pathologist has a book out on hope after strokes; and Gilles Malkine profiles a woman 
in history.

6/2/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Experiments in remote communication.

Hey, Alexa, why don’t you laugh at my jokes?  Teaching a computer to recognize humor is 
difficult because no clear definition of humor exists. Sending a message to extraterrestrials who 
might not use language is also a challenge. Find out what’s involved in doing both.  Plus, how 
using nuanced language to connive and scheme ultimately turned us into a more peaceful 
species. And, it’s all gouda: why melted cheese may be the cosmic message of peace we need.

6/3/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Future Farming of America

Future Farming of America:  The Appalachian region has seen a decline in coal and tobacco—
two industries that once boomed there. Could hemp be a way to boost the local economy and 
repair the lands damaged by coal mining?



Plus: When the FDA approved the sale of genetically modified salmon, some consumers were 
alarmed by the prospect of consuming “Frankenfish.” But are all genetically modified foods 
dangerous? 

Also: A thoughtful look at how to get more disenfranchised minorities and people who are 
economically at risk involved in environmental activism.

6/5/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:28:30

Issue:  Defining “normal.”

Normal Sucks!:  Jonathan Mooney, a neuro-diverse writer, advocate, and father meditates on 
his life, offering the radical message that we should stop trying to fix people and start empowering 
them to succeed.

6/7/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Student activism in 1968.

In these uncertain times, with protests sparking across the country, Latino USA brings you back 
to 1968, when thousands of students participated in a series of protests that helped spark the 
Chicano Movement, historically known as the East L.A. Walkouts. It's also when high school 
sweethearts and student organizers Bobby Verdugo and Yoli Ríos danced to a Thee Midniters 
song and fell in love.

Also on the show, Poet Willie Perdomo and Latino USA producer Antonia Cereijido take a walk 
through East Harlem to talk about his newest book which reflects on his time growing up there.

6/8/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Mrs. Hamer Echoes.

Mrs. Hamer Echoes:  Civil rights leader Fannie Lou Hamer, spoke words that are all too 
relevant. Today on Making Contact, youll hear archival recordings, and excerpts from a powerful 
new film featuring Fannie Lou Hamers contemporaries" themselves now elders. Youll hear about 
the context of her life, and the lives of other sharecroppers in Mississippi from a seldom heard 
film produced for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee or SNCC.

6/8/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Women are putting off healthcare.

On this week’s 51%, the CEO of a Planned Parenthood in New York says the COVID-19 
pandemic brought out more protestors, and female film students want a more accessible path to 
directing.



6/9/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Staying well during coronavirus.

Soap, Skin, Sleep:  Safeguards against COVID:  Some safeguards against COVID-19 don’t 
require a medical breakthrough. Catching sufficient Z’s makes for a healthy immune system. And, 
while you wash your hands for the umpteenth time, we'll explain how soap sends viruses down 
the drain. Plus, your body’s largest organ – skin – is your first line of defense against the 
pandemic and is also neglected because of it. Find out why we're suffering from "skin hunger" 
during this crisis.

6/10/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Calls to de-fund the police.

The End of Policing:  People around the country are calling for an end to police brutality against 
Black Americans. The author of "The End of Policing" says it’s not enough to reform the police. 
Instead, we must actually defund police and essentially end policing. 

And: Justin Hansford, Director of Howard University's Thurgood Marshall Civil Rights Center,  
explains why one popular reform known as "community policing" is a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

Junauda Petrus-Nasah reads her poem “Could We Please Give The Police Departments To The 
Grandmothers?”

6/12/2020 - MyNDTALK – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:28:30

Issue:  Understanding medicines for anxiety.

Understanding Medicines for Anxiety with Wallace B. Mendelson, MD:  About one third of 
U.S. adults experience an anxiety disorder during their lifetime, and one in five have had one in 
the past year. The consequences of anxiety go far beyond the suffering experienced by the 
individual.

6/14/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Race, identity and allyship.

Rosa Clemente On Allyship and Confronting Anti-Blackness:  As the world marches for 
Black lives, Latinx communities are holding important conversations about race and identity. Afro-
Puerto Rican activist and scholar Rosa Clemente explains how we got to this moment — and 
what allyship looks like in this critical time.

Also on the show, Puerto Rico was expected to have an onslaught of COVID-19 cases, especially 
with a healthcare system hit hard by hurricanes and earthquakes. But a group of scientists 
emerged to ramp up testing and keep COVID-19 from spreading.

6/15/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Grief and activism over the rash of police killings.



Say Their Names: George Floyd and the Movement to Uplift Black Lives:  On May 25, 2020, the 
nation ignited after a bystander posted a horrific video of Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin kneeling on George Floyd’s neck for over eight minutes. Now the movement to uplift 
Black lives, and to defund and dismantle police departments where officers disproportionately kill 
and brutalize African American men and women, has grown to a point where it can no longer be 
ignored. We’ll hear from activists in Minneapolis, mourners in Houston, and we’ll go to our 
archives for an interview with the brother of Yuvette Henderson who was killed by Emeryville 
police in 2015.
6/15/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Songwriting as a coping mechanism.

On this week’s 51%, she was the bassist for the Go-Go’s. We spend the show with Kathy 
Valentine, who has written a memoir and a soundtrack.

6/16/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The inequity in COVID illness and death in people of color.

Race and COVID -- Illness and inequality:  While citizens take to the streets to protest racist 
violence, the pandemic has its own brutal inequities. Black, Latino, and Native American people 
are bearing the brunt of COVID illness and death. We look at the multitude of factors that 
contribute to this disparity, most of which existed long before the pandemic. Also, how the 
Cheyenne River Sioux tribe maintained their coronavirus safeguards in defiance of the South 
Dakota governor. And, the biological reasons why we categorize one another by skin color.

6/17/2020 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:27

Issue:  Bicycling and environmental concerns.

Cycle of Life:  As more cities close down streets to traffic, new riders are hopping on bikes every 
day. We talk about the rise in pandemic pedaling and why New York’s bike share program is so 
successful. 

Would you be willing to pay a few cents extra so your takeout containers could be bio-
degradable?

CO2 emissions have dropped dramatically during the pandemic, but there's a rise in single-use 
plastic pollution and plastic is swamping out oceans.

6/19/2020 - Special programming  – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:59:00
Can We Talk? -- Talking to White Kids about Race and Racism

Issue:  Talking to White Kids about Race and Racism

Many white parents have never learned how to talk about race and racism with their kids. Their 
silence perpetuates racism-—but it can be hard to know how to start. This hour-long program is 
about talking to white kids about race and racism: How white parents, families, and teachers can 



learn to show up for racial justice in a way that will make a difference for generations to come. 
The show explores a wide variety of approaches with kids of all ages.

Parents, racial justice experts, and teens all provide perspectives on these necessary and 
challenging conversations, with a focus on how white parents can actively interrupt the racist 
messages and stereotypes that children as young as three years old are already starting to pick 
up. Host Dr. Anne Hallward combines compelling storytelling with practical expert guidance to 
give listeners the tools they need to start their own courageous conversations.

6/21/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  The way the U.S. polices the Mexican border.

Resistance and Loss in the Age of COVID-19 with Edwidge Danticat:
In 1919, an intrepid Texas state representative, José Tomás Canales, decided to lead an 
investigation into the abuse of power by the Texas Rangers. The subsequent investigation into 
these abuses would illustrate the difficulties of reforming and creating oversight over policing on 
the border—and would leave behind a narrative about justified violence against the Mexican-
American community, that lingers to this day.

Also on the show, Maria Hinojosa speaks with Haitian-American author Edwidge Dandicat about 
the history of resistance to police violence, and about loss in the age of COVID-19.

6/22/2020 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Black awareness – History.

From Juneteenth to Reparations: The Freedom Promise of Unfinished Resolve -- Juneteenth, 
also known as Juneteenth Independence Day or Freedom Day, is the oldest known celebration 
commemorating the end of slavery in the United States.
In this show, we'll explore the history of Juneteenth and well expand our conversation of 
Juneteenth to include a case for reparations. The topic of reparations for African Americans has 
recently resurfaced with Democratic presidential candidates taking positions on the issue, 
elevating the discussion to the mainstream.

6/22/2020 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Personal accounts of COVID-19.

On this week’s 51%, we hear a story about the intersection of a tragedy and the COVID-19 
pandemic through the story of one woman. When there were instructions to stay home and social 
distance, she got it.

6/28/2020 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  DACA and a COVID-19 Epicenter.

How Brazil Became the Epicenter Of COVID-19:  On Thursday, June 18th, the Supreme Court 
issued a ruling that upheld the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA. As 



DACA recipients and supporters celebrate this win, they’re also looking to the future. DACA could 
still be challenged by this administration. 

Also on the show, Brazil is only behind the US both in the number of cases and deaths due to 
coronavirus. In this episode, we find out why Brazil, one of the largest economies in the world and 
a nation often in the forefront of innovative public health treatments, has failed to combat the 
pandemic.
6/30/2020 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Socialization and introspection.

Let's Stick Together -- Why social bonding evolved:  Crowds driving you crazy?  Remember, 
we evolved to be together.  Humans are not only social, we’re driven to care for one another.  We 
look at some of the reasons why – from the increase in communication within social groups to the 
power of the hormone oxytocin.  And why our society has something in common with ant 
supercolonies.

Wait, Wait – there’s more!

On-Going Initiatives Serving our Broadcast Communities!

 To mark the Black Lives Matter movement, The Classical Network, an all-music 
network that, because of the very nature of classical music, includes 
performances by musicians of many ethnic and racial backgrounds, The Classical 
Network aired a six hour special program of music performed by African-
American artists/composers – the duration of which was devoted entirely to the 
musical accomplishments of African-American musicians, including performers 
and composers. This was aired on the one month anniversary of the death of 
George Floyd, June 25, 2020. WWFM also aired the Black Lives Matter/George 
Floyd statement from its parent organization, Mercer County Community 
College, and college president, Dr. Jianping Wang. Her statement was also made 
available in writing through a website link from WWFM’s to MCCC’s website. 
Related, WWFM also aired a special edition of our specialty program Sounds 
Choral: The episode was entitled  "Let Us Carry Out That Dream."  The title is 
taken from Robert Kennedy's speech on the death of Martin Luther King Jr.  The 
featured work of the program was Joel Thompson's powerful and timely "The 
Seven Last Words of the Unarmed," a setting the last words of seven African-
American men who were killed in police action.  

 WWFM aired a special edition in its bi-monthly series Post Classical featuring the 
Post Classical Ensemble based in Washington DC. The first virtually recorded 
PostClassical featured the hosts, author and music historian and co-founder of 
Post Classical Ensemble Joseph Horowitz, the Music Director of PostClassical 
Ensemble Maestro Angel Gil-Ordonez and the host of Exploring Music Bill 
McGlaughlin. They were joined by the Director of the Gershwin Initiative at the 
University of Michigan, Mark Clague; noted writer on opera Conrad L. Osborne; 



the great African-American bass-baritone Kevin Deas and the legendary tenor 
George Shirley (the first African-American tenor to perform a leading role at The 
Met) for an evening devoted to George Gershwin. Program featured a 
roundtable discussion about the opera Porgy & Bess, the role of Porgy, and new 
insight into Gershwin as a concert composer.    

 While performance organizations have cancelled their current and future 
seasons in the concert halls and theaters because of safety concerns surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, WWFM became among the first to present an actual 
live performance, from Mercer County Community College. This innovative 
concert was broadcast live on June 19 and featured the Newman & Oltman 
Guitar Duo. Performers, host and engineering staff were arranged socially 
distant with masks in order to safely produce and broadcast the concert live 
(with no audience present on site.)  

 WWFM began two new program initiatives in March 2020 while listeners 
remained at home during the COVID-19 crisis: On a Positive Note is designed to 
give listeners more options for engaging with the arts community through 
technology/computers; the other is the WWFM Listener Request Program which 
airs twice weekly to offer ways for our listeners to feel connected to WWFM and 
others who find classical music a source of joy and comfort, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

 WWFM Station Manager (SM) participated in Rider University’s Fine & 
Performing Arts Networking Brunch Career Fair on February 25, 2020. This 
annual event is geared towards college students interested in careers in the arts, 
including broadcasting. SM spoke with many students at group round table 
discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what MCCC’s 
WWFM can offer to those interested in pursuing careers/jobs in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the Recruitment and Inclusion Fair for People with 
Disabilities and Disabled Veterans, held at Mercer County Community College’s 
Conference Center on Nov. 20, 2019. The focus of the event was to offer 
information about jobs to job seekers, including veterans, with disabilities. 
WWFM Station Manager was present with table set up to provide information 
and to talk to those interested in learning about jobs in radio and at WWFM.  

 Again, WWFM participated in the annual national Giving Tuesday event on Dec. 
3, 2019, by inviting six area non-profit organizations to our studios to talk live on 
air to inform our listeners how they serve our broadcast communities: 
HomeFront, Trenton Soup Kitchen, Princeton Senior Resource Center, Save: A 
Shelter for Homeless Animals, Trenton Music Makers, and WomenSpace.  

 WWFM participated in the Fall Career Fair at Mercer County Community College 
October 22, 2019. WWFM station manager was present to talk with students 
about job opportunities within WWFM radio.   

  Each year WWFM participates in MCCC’s Teen Arts Festival, where high school 
students from regional schools are invited to come to our MCCC campus to learn 
about culture and the arts and to participate in performance and hand-on 



activities. WWFM offers hand-on sessions and tours for students interested in 
learning about radio. This year’s Teen Arts Festival took place on May 3, 2019 
and was hosted for WWFM by WWFM’s production manager, Rachel Katz, who 
guided students through Broadcasting – On-Air, Online and Beyond at the 
WWFM studios.    

 WWFM participated in MCCC’s Explore Mercer Spring Open House for 
prospective students on April 10, 2019. WWFM station manager and production 
manager introduced new students to WWFM, and talked with them and their 
families about what the WWFM Network and MCCC radio programs have to 
offer to those interested in broadcasting.  

 WWFM Station Manager and Production Manager participated in Rider 
University’s Fine & Performing Arts Career Fair and Networking Brunch on April 
9, 2019. This annual event is geared towards college students interested in 
careers in the arts, including broadcasting. We spoke with many students at 
round table discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what 
MCCC’s WWFM and student radio programs can offer to those interested in 
pursuing careers in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the annual Guild for Early Music Festival at The Grounds 
for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ on March 24, 2019. WWFM table was set up with 
promotional material to inform interested patrons about WWFM. WWFM 
Station Manager served as host for the music event, open to the public. WWFM 
was media sponsor for the event.  

 WWFM mentors student interns in the area of hands-on production techniques 
in preparation for broadcast content, and in other departments of a radio 
station’s operations, such as membership and development (sometimes 
students are part of the work-study program at MCCC, and at others they are 
studying to obtain a degree in broadcasting at MCCC or other higher education 
institutions. During the first quarter 2020, WWFM hosted an African-American 
male student as a MCCC work study student, mentoring him with hands-on 
experience in radio production/editing.  During the fall semester 2019 from 
September through December, WWFM mentored an African American male 
work study student with hands-on experiences at WWFM radio. During the 
summer of 2019, WWFM mentored two students in radio including an African 
American male in the MCCC work study program, an African American male in 
the internship program and a female MCCC student who volunteered at WWFM 
as she looks at new career options in radio.  Note: This student initiative is 
presently on-hold, as of March 2020, as MCCC’s campus is physically closed to all 
but essential personnel during the COVID-19 crisis. When the college can re-
open safely WWFM will resume hands-on mentoring of students interested in 
careers in broadcasting. In the meantime, we are looking into ways we can 
engage students remotely in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the 2020 Holocaust Remembrance Day by presenting our 
production of Vera’s Story – the moving and unforgettable story of MCCC 
professor, Dr.Vera Goodkin and how she escaped the Holocaust as a child with 



the help of the Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg of the Raoul Wallenberg 
International Foundation. Locally produced by WWFM’s Rachel Katz and William 
Zagorski. 

 WWFM continues to host a website at www.wwfm.org.
 We regularly conduct live and pre-recorded interviews with people from the 

cultural community who are making news with performances in the WWFM 
coverage area and beyond. This program is called Cadenza, a weekly interview 
program devoted to highlighting local and international musicians. Cadenza is a 
2014 recipient of the prestigious ASCAP Foundation Deems Taylor/Virgil 
Thomson Radio Broadcast Award.   

 WWFM continues with its Noontime Concert Series - The Classical Network in 
Concert, which is an extension of WWFM’s Celebrating Our Musical Community. 
The series highlights local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast on 
WWFM, and for which key performers with various ensembles are invited to 
WWFM to co-host the programs for broadcast. Locally-produced. Note: this 
regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because no 
concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans 
include resumption of the series when performance organizations can give 
concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM continues with series called Celebrating Our Musical Future, Mondays at 
8 pm – a program which highlights performances by music students and faculty 
from area/regional (and beyond)  music school/institutions such as Princeton 
University, Westminster Choir College, Rutgers University, Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music, Columbia University Music, Manhattan School of Music, Peabody 
Conservatory of Music, Temple University, West Chester University, Princeton 
High School and others; see list below. A WWFM original program production. 
Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic 
because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
Future plans include resumption of the series when performance organizations 
can give concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM airs two music appreciation, educational programs: What Makes it Great 
with Rob Kapilow, which airs approx. four hours monthly during the concert 
season, and Inside Music with George Marriner Maull, that airs the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays each month at 7:30 pm. Both are WWFM original program 
productions. 

 WWFM continues engagement in social networking through Face Book.
 WWFM website offers Webcasts of original programming content listeners have 

requested to have made available. 
 WWFM continues to engage the community through on-site participation at 

musical events, festivals and public service out reach organizations, such as the 
American Heart Association Central New Jersey Heart Walk at Thompson Park in 
Monroe, NJ (10/13/19 – WWFM is a media sponsor), Communiversity in 

http://www.wwfm.org


Princeton (April 2019), Paxon Hill Farm Art in the Garden in Solebury, PA (Aug. 31 
& Sept. 1, 2019), & Rider University Career Day for the Arts (4/9/19 & 2/25/20).   

 WWFM continues to serve Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts by offering station 
tours/education to help them earn their service badges, in addition to tours 
given to other community/school groups, as requested. Note: this has been put 
on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because of safety concerns and that 
MCCC campus remains physically closed. Plans include resumption of tours when 
the college can re-open safely for visitors. 

 WWFM participates in Mercer County Community College’s Take Your Child to 
Work Day, this year held on April 25, 2019. A WWFM staff member brought her 
young son to the MCCC campus where WWFM staff gave him station tour and 
hands on experience in production studio. 

 As a public service, WWFM continues to offer free broadcasts of announcements 
of community concerts and other cultural events. Announcements are also 
offered via our web site, www.wwfm.org, under Events Calendar – a free, 
interactive community events site open to all. 

 WWFM broadcasts a twice-weekly feature of Broadway reviews, In a Broadway 
Minute, to serve those interested in theatre. Locally-produced.

 WWFM broadcasts local concerts from the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 
pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Future plans include resumption of the series when performance 
organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM’s JazzOn2, 24-hour jazz station also offers additional public affairs and 
music programming. JazzOn2 broadcasts on WWFM’s HD2 channel serving 
Trenton, NJ, and surrounding region.

 WWFM continues to air announcements regarding EEO opportunities, and from 
the EMNet Emergency Message Center relating to weather concerns and other 
topics as they arise in our broadcast regions. 

 WWFM The Classical Network is proud to be a 2015 and 2016 recipient of the 
50 Best College Stations Award.    

Celebrating Our Musical Community/Celebrating our Musical Future: 
Our Community Connection to Great Music Making:

 

This series has included local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast 
and produced/aired by WWFM. Concerts produced each quarter are selected from 

among this list (as concerts are scheduled & performed) of WWFM’s long-time 
Musical Partnership Organizations:  

http://www.wwfm.org


Merkin Hall at Kaufman Music Center, NYC
The Choir of Trinity Wall Street, NYC
Princeton University Chapel Afternoon Organ Recitals
Lake George Music Festival, NY
Bach Choir of Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, NJ
Piffaro – The Renaissance Band, Philadelphia
Dolce Suono Ensemble, Philadelphia
Northwestern University, Evanston, ILL: Bienen Contemporary/Early Vocal Ensemble
Callipygian Players Baroque Ensemble, Chicago
Temple University Boyer College of Music and Dance, Philadelphia
New England Conservatory of Music, Boston
Concordia Chamber Players, Solebury, PA
What Makes It Great with Rob Kapilow, Merkin Hall, NYC
Iris Orchestra, Germantown, TN
Music from the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Newark/Princeton, NJ
Curtis Institute of Music, Philadelphia
Astral Artists, Philadelphia
Rutgers University Mason Gross School of the Arts, New Brunswick, NJ
Post Classical Ensemble, Washington D.C.
Princeton University Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra, Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Manhattan School of Music, NYC
The Princeton Singers, Princeton, NJ
Trinity Choir at Trinity Church, Princeton, NJ
The Downtown Concert Series, Freehold, NJ
The Princeton Symphony Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Music from the Marlboro Festival, VT
The Princeton Festival, Princeton, NJ
Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
Princeton Pro Musica, Princeton, NJ
Choral Arts Philadelphia, PA
Columbia University, NYC
Lenape Chamber Ensemble, Bucks County, PA
Gotham Early Music Scene, NYC 
The Thirteen Choir, Washington, D.C
Master Chorale, NJ
Raritan River Music Festival, NJ
New Brunswick Chamber Ensemble, NJ
Concerts on the Slope, Brooklyn, NY
Grand Harmonie, Boston, MA
Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia



Network for New Music, Philadelphia
Melomanie (Wilmington, DE)
PRISM Saxophone Quartet, Philadelphia & NYC
TON (The Orchestra Now) at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY
Princeton High School, Princeton, NJ

 Note: This regular feature of broadcast concerts has been put on hold during the 
COVID-19 pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans include continuation of the series when 
performance organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. 


