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WWFM/WWNJ/WWCJ/WWPJ
_______________________________________________________________________

        
   

 In this report WWFM refers to the whole network of stations and translators. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The WWFM public affairs program A Tempo with Rachel Katz airs Saturdays at 7 pm on 
The Classical Network. This is a half-hour interview program featuring members of our 
cultural and educational communities who speak with the host about various issues of 
interest/concern to our residents – A Tempo concerns itself with the arts community and 
issues of a cultural nature. MCCC refers to WWFM’s parent organization, Mercer 
County Community College, located in Trenton and West Windsor, NJ. JazzOn2 is 
WWFM’s full time public affairs and jazz station. 

A Tempo: Issues/Programs – First Quarter 2021

1/2/2021
A look at how one musician combined music with the thoughts and experiences of the 
public to capture the raw emotions of the COVID pandemic.

1/9/2021
To keep opera alive for its fans, virtual opera adaptations in Philadelphia.

1/16/20
A look at virtual tributes to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

1/23/20
How virtual events have expanded the public reach of orchestras beyond pre-pandemic 
traditional methods.



1/30/21
An exploration of how the pandemic has forced the arts world to re-think how they can 
take advantage of digital technology and new strategies to meet the needs of students and 
audiences alike. 

2/6/2021
Marion Anderson’s talent and contributions to the civil rights struggle come to life in a 
new documentary. 

2/13/2021
A look at how the Trenton’s Children’s Chorus continues to provide musical and 
academic training to students in Trenton, NJ.

2/20/2021
Inclusion and diversity in classical music.

2/27/2021
A conversation with a member of the Black Opera Alliance’s Leadership Council about 
efforts to make the world of opera more diverse.

3/6/2021
A look at a collection of stories from people struggling with mental illness that has been 
adapted to an online format during the COVID-19 era.

3/13/2021
A conversation with the American League of Orchestras about changes that have swept 
through the orchestral world during the pandemic and calls for social justice. 

A Tempo – Narratives – First Quarter 2021

1/2/21

GUEST: LISA BIELAWA, COMPOSER, NEW YORK, NY.

Throughout 2020, musicians sought ways to capture the sounds, thoughts and 
experiences of the year, from the isolation and loss of Covid-19 to the outburst of 
frustration and desire for social justice that emerged after the killing of George Floyd. A 
Tempo host Rachel Katz this week checks back with composer Lisa Bielawa, whose 
“Broadcast From Home” project invited people to share their thoughts and emotions, 
which she turned into a series of short compositions posted online that explored the sense 
of isolation, fear and loss, as well as the longing and hope for what life will be like on the 
other side of this. 



1/9/20

GUESTS: DAVID DEVAN, GENERAL DIRECTOR, OPERA PHILADELPHIA, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA; JECCA BARRY, GENERAL MANAGER, BETH MORRISON 
PROJECTS, AND CO-DIRECTOR, PROTOTYPE FESTIVAL, NEW YORK, NY; 
KRISTIN MARTING, FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, HERE, AND CO-
DIRECTOR, PROTOTYPE FESTIVAL, NEW YORK, NY.

A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week looks at some upcoming virtual operatic 
adaptations in conversations with David Devan, General Director of Opera Philadelphia, 
and Prototype Festival co-directors Jecca Barry and Kritin Marting.

1/16/20

GUESTS: DORIS PARENT, VICE PRESIDENT OF INCLUSION, DIVERSITY 
EQUITY AND ACCESS STRATEGIES, PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA; KIMBERLY KRAFT MCLEMORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF 
EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, NASHVILLE SYMPHONY, 
NASHVILLE, TN.

A Tempo this week surveys some of the musical tributes being held in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, which have now been moved to virtual formats. Host Rachel Katz 
will speak with Philadelphia Orchestra Vice President of Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and 
Access Strategies Doris Parent and Nashville Symphony Vice President of Education and 
Community Engagement Kimberly Kraft McLemore about how they’ve adapted their 
tributes to online productions.

1/23/20

GUESTS: MARC UYS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PRINCETON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA, PRINCETON, NJ; ROSEMARY NALDEN, FOUNDER, BUSKAID 
SOWETO STRING ENSEMBLE, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA.

A Tempo this week examines one example of how the growing interest in virtual events 
has expanded the reach of orchestras and ensembles beyond traditional geographic and 
regional boundaries. Host Rachel Katz will speak with Marc Uys, executive director of 
the Princeton Symphony Orchestra, and Rosemary Nalden, founder of the Buskaid 
Soweto String Ensemble, about their partnership that is bringing Buskaid concerts to PSO 
audiences online.



1/30/21

GUEST: VINCE FORD, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF DIGITAL STRATEGY AND 
INNOVATION, THE CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC, PHILADELPHIA, PA 

The pandemic has hastened the adoption of digital media by performing arts 
organizations, and A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week speaks with Vince Ford, who 
was recently named to be the Curtis Institute’s first Senior VP of Digital Strategy and 
Innovation about his new position, the role digital performance and innovation will play 
at Curtis, and how the embrace of digital programming is changing the classical music 
world.

2/6/20

GUESTS: ROB RAPLEY, PRODUCER, VOICE OF FREEDOM, NEW YORK, NY.

A new documentary traces Marian Anderson’s talent and determination, as well as her 
contributions to the civil rights struggle. Host Rachel Katz this week speaks with the 
film’s producer, Rob Rapley.

2/13/20

GUESTS: KATE MULLIGAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, TRENTON CHILDREN’S 
CHORUS, TRENTON, NJ; VINROY D. BROWN JR., ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, 
TRENTON CHILDREN’S CHORUS, TRENTON, NJ; GLORIA BETHEA, 
LEARNING ACADEMY DIRECTOR, TRENTON CHILDREN’S CHORUS, 
TRENTON, NJ; ALICIA BROZOVICH, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT, 
MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS, TRENTON CHILDREN’S CHORUS, 
TRENTON, NJ; DEBRA LAMPERT-RUDMAN, CURATOR OF EDUCATION AND 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS, MORVEN MUSEUM AND GARDEN, PRINCETON, NJ.

A Tempo looks at how the Trenton Children’s Chorus has persevered in its efforts to 
continue providing musical and academic training to students in Trenton, NJ with the 
help of several local grants. Host Rachel Katz will speak with Executive Director Kate 
Mulligan, the chorus’ new Artistic Director Vinroy Brown Jr., Learning Academy 
Director Gloria Bethea and its director of development, marketing and communications, 
Alicia Brozovich. The program also features a chat with Debra Lampert-Rudman, curator 
of education and public programs at Princeton’s Morven Museum and Garden, which 
will be hosting a program featuring the music of Frank Johnson, an early 19th century 
African American composer and musician.



2/20/20

GUESTS: PATRICIA ANN NEELY, BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR OF 
INCLUSION, DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND ACCESS TASK FORCE, EARLY MUSIC 
AMERICA, NEW YORK, NY; REGINALD MOBLEY, COUNTERTENOR AND 
PROGRAMMING CONSULTANT, HANDEL + HAYDN SOCIETY, BOSTON, MA

As part of efforts to become more inclusive and diverse, Early Music America and the 
Handel + Haydn Society are holding an online panel discussion with several musicians of 
color, and A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week will speak with EMA board member 
Patricia Ann Neely, who chairs EMA’s Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access Task 
Force, and countertenor Reginald Mobley, programming consultant to the H+H Society 
about some of the issues that will be explored. 

2/27/20

GUESTS: DERRELL ACON, PROJECT DIRECTOR AND LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
MEMBER, BLACK OPERA ALLIANCE, LONG BEACH, CA; ERIC NELSON, 
CLIENT ENGAGEMENT OFFICER, TRG ARTS, NEW YORK, NY.

A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week speaks with bass-baritone Derrell Acon, a project 
director and member of Black Opera Alliance’s Leadership Council, and Eric Nelson, 
client engagement officer at TRG Arts, who are partnering to monitor and evaluate 
efforts to make the opera world more diverse. 

3/6/20

GUESTS: DEBBIE BISNO, RESIDENT PRODUCER, MCCARTER THEATRE, 
PRINCETON, NJ; ELENA ARAOZ, FACULTY MEMBER AND LEADER, 
INNOVATIONS IN SOCIAL DISTANT PERFORMANCE, PRINCETON 
UNIVERSITY, PRINCETON, NJ

A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week speaks with McCarter Theatre Resident Producer 
Debbie Bisno and Elena Aroaz, a Princeton University faculty member who directed 
“The Manic Monologues,” a collection of stories from people struggling with mental 
illness that has been adapted to an online format for the era of Covid-19.

3/13/20

GUESTS: SIMON WOODS, PRESIDENT AND CEO, LEAGUE OF AMERICAN 
ORCHESTRAS, NEW YORK, NY



A Tempo host Rachel Katz this week interviews Simon Woods, who was named to take 
over leadership of the League of American Orchestras as President and CEO in 
September, about the changes that have swept through the orchestra world amid the 
pandemic and calls for social justice.

JazzOn2:HD2 – Programs Issues – First Quarter 2021

WWFM’s JazzOn2 offers music and the following public affairs programming:

Latino USA: Sundays, 3:00pm- 4:00pm - [1-hour segment]  
Host:  Maria Hinojosa  
Produced by: Futuro Media - www.latinousa.org
Latino USA reports stories about diversity, culture, civic dialogue and how people live 
(and struggle) with differences in the community. 
 

Making Contact: Mondays, 11:30 am- 12pm - [Half hour segment]  
Host: Alternating National Radio Project Hosts
Produced by:  The National Radio Project – www.nationalradioproject.org
Making Contact is committed to in-depth critical analysis that goes beyond the breaking 
news. Showcasing voices and perspectives rarely heard in mainstream media, Making 
Contact focuses on the human realities of politics and the connections between local and 
global events, emphasizing positive and creative ways to solve problems.

51 Percent: Mondays, 11:30pm-12:00pm – [Half hour segment]  
Host: Allison Dunne
Produced by: WAMC, Northeast Public Radio - www.wamc.org/
Host Allison Dunne talks to experts in their field for a wide-ranging, entertaining 
discussion of issues that not only fall into the traditional 'women's issues' category, but 
topics that concern us all as human beings and citizens of the global community.

Big Picture Science:  Tuesdays, 11am-12noon - [1-hour segment]
Hosts:  Seth Shostak & Molly Bentley
Produced by: The SETI Institute
Big Picture Science has fun drawing surprising connections between the latest science 
and technology research to give you the Big Picture.

Leading researchers, techies, and journalists join astronomer Seth Shostak and science 
journalist Molly Bentley each week to provide a smart and humorous take on emerging 
scientific research.

Our regular "Skeptic Check" episodes cast a critical eye on pseudoscience.



With Good Reason:  Wednesdays, 11am-12noon – [1-hour segment]
Host: Sarah McConnell
Produced by: Virginia Humanities – www.withgoodreasonradio.org
Each week on With Good Reason, our ever-curious host Sarah McConnell takes you 
along as she examines a wide range of topics with leading scholars.  

It’s A Matter of Your Health:  Fridays, 11am-11:30am – [Half hour segment]  
Host:  Dr. Veita Bland
Produced by:  The African-American Public Radio Consortium
This program was added 2/12/2021

Each week, Host Dr. Veita Bland talks with a medical professional who is an expert in 
his/her field. Topics are wide-reaching and may include health maintenance, nutrition, 
sleep and fitness, and specific illnesses, and current treatments, protocols, and procedures 
to address them. "It’s a Matter of Your Health” explores topics such as heart health, 
hypertension, breast cancer, Alzheimer's, hospice, pediatric dental care, anxiety, and 
more. The Host renders the subject matter easy to understand. Throughout the year, 
topics cover all stages of life, including pediatric and geriatric health. The show will also 
provide information on how to maintain the highest quality of health and life possible. 
Dr. Veita J. Bland is a clinical hypertension specialist and board-certified in family 
medicine in Greensboro, North Carolina.

************************************************************************

*****WEEK #01*******************************************

1/3/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  End of Year Music Special

Description:  
We celebrate the new year with some of our favorite musical pieces of 2020. With 
multifaceted artist, Residente, and soulful singer Jessie Reyez.

In 2005, a duo of Puerto Rican artists released their debut album "Calle 13." Their mix of 
reggaeton and rap took the Latinx music scene by storm. In 2017 Calle 13’s frontman, 
Residente, released his first solo album. Maria Hinojosa sits down with Residente to dig 
into the mind of the man who has experimented with so many musical genres.

Also on the show: Jessie Reyez sings sad songs, but it's those songs along with her 
soulful voice and brutally honest lyrics that have garnered her fans around the world. We 
bring you one of our How I Made It segments with Jessie Reyez.



1/4/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Fallen of 2020 – A Year Rocked by Twin Plagues

Description:  
2020 was a tumultuous year rocked by two twin plagues: police violence which led to the 
George Floyd protests and continued discussions about police brutality and of course the 
novel disease COVID-19. Normally here at Making Contact, we look back on movement 
leaders we've lost over the year in order to pay them tribute and honor their lifetime of 
work. But this year, we're commemorating those we've lost to police killings who might 
not have received as much media coverage in part one of our show, and in part two, we 
remember organizers and activists who died because of COVID.

1/4/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Poets Reflect On – Female Mentors / Female Mentors / Resistance to Stalkers and 
Harrassers

Description:  
On this week’s 51%, we spend time with feminist poet and activist Margaret Randall, she 
has advice for activists today and a Native American poet says working on her latest 
volume brought some pain to the surface.

1/5/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  For Good Measure -- The New Kilogram

Description:  The reign of Le Grand K has come to an end. After 130 years, this hunk of 
French metal sitting in a vault will no longer define the kilogram. The new kilogram mass 
will be defined by Planck’s constant. But, as we measure and build with increasing 
precision – from cesium atomic clocks to gravity waves 1000th the width of a proton - is 
something fundamental lost along the way? Meanwhile, the BiPiSci team accepts the 
banana-measurement challenge.

1/6/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  The Impact of Film & Television on Our Lives

Description:  Grey’s Anatomy, Scandal, and How to Get Away with Murder aren’t just 
popular TV shows--they’re also groundbreaking. Showrunner Shonda Rhimes has 
changed the way we make and watch TV. 



Also: Imelda O’Reilly's short film Eggs and Soldiers examines a single father and son 
struggling to adjust to life in New York after emigrating from Ireland. 

Plus: Screen icon John Wayne and director John Ford had a collaboration that spanned 50 
years, changed each others’ lives, changed the movies, and in the process, changed the 
way America saw itself.

*****WEEK #02*******************************************

1/10/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:
 
Issue:  Los Angeles -- The City of Oil

Description:  Los Angeles, you might be surprised to learn, sits on top of the largest 
urban oil field in the country and has been the site of oil extraction for almost 150 years. 
Nearly 5,000 oil wells remain active in Los Angeles County alone, many operating in 
communities of color, often very close to homes, schools and hospitals. Latino USA 
visits a neighborhood in South Los Angeles, the epicenter of an anti-oil-drilling 
movement that is gaining momentum.

Also on the show, a portrait of Gabby Rivera, the novelist and comic book writer, who 
has written for Marvel superhero America Chavez.

1/11/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  70 Million: How the Asylum Process Became Another Carceral Matrix

Description:  -- The Trump administration has issued numerous policies to systematically 
dismantle asylum as a legal right. They're also locking up asylum seekers for months or 
years, until they either win their case, are returned to their home countries, or self deport. 
Reporters Valeria Fernández and Jude Joffe-Block follow two asylum seekers as they 
endure detention, legal cases, and family separation in the US, where they sought refuge.

Thank you to Maria and Ansly for sharing their stories with us.

This episode discusses troubling details, involving violence. Some listeners may find it 
disturbing.

1/11/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Would the Story Change If Told By a Woman?



Description:  On this week’s 51%, would the story change if told by women? We spend 
time with best-selling author Elizabeth Lesser. Then we travel to meet an “Extreme 
Cowboy” as it’s called, though she’s a woman.

1/12/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:01

Issue:  Headed For Trouble -- The Fate of Civilizations

Description:  The stone heads on Easter Island are an enduring mystery: why were they 
built and why were they abandoned and destroyed? Old ideas are yielding to new ones 
based on careful investigation. Also, how observations from orbit give us a better grasp 
on the fate of the ancient Egyptian civilization. Can what we learn from these histories 
help predict which societies will survive?

1/13/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  Teen Spirit

Description:  Teens in Generation Z are making headlines for their politics and their 
protests, and the books that speak to them complex worlds of culture and politics. 

Plus: Eve Ettinger escaped her own repressive childhood and now co-hosts a podcast for 
teens like her called Kitchen Table Cult

And: Natoya Haskins spent her days as a guidance counselor on her feet--in the hallways, 
in group sessions, and getting kids excited to see their counselor. She says this kind of 
school counseling can be an act of social justice.

*****WEEK #03*******************************************

1/17/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:30
 
Issue:  A Look at the Queen of Tejano Music

Description:  Selena and Me -- She’s known as the queen of Tejano music but that was 
just one of the many sides of Selena Quintanilla. A look at her legacy, her lasting impact 
on Latinx identity, and on American belonging.



Also on the show, in the days before president-elect Joe Biden's inauguration, we hear 
from young Latinx activists from across the country about the promises they want Biden 
to keep.

1/18/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Fallen of 2020 (Encore)

Description:  2020 was a tumultuous year rocked by two twin plagues: police violence 
which led to the George Floyd protests and continued discussions about police brutality 
and of course the novel disease COVID-19. Normally here at Making Contact, we look 
back on movement leaders we've lost over the year in order to pay them tribute and honor 
their lifetime of work. But this year, we're commemorating those we've lost to police 
killings who might not have received as much media coverage in part one of our show, 
and in part two, we remember organizers and activists who died because of COVID.

1/18/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Women Reshaping Congress

Description:  On this week’s 51%, hear from a longtime Capitol Hill reporter on women 
reshaping Congress. She followed them in 2019.

1/19/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Skeptic Check - Betting on Pseudoscience - When Snake Oil Harms

Description:  Psychics may not be able to predict the future or sense your thoughts.  
Nonetheless, they rake in hundreds of millions of dollars every year.  But the harm from 
pseudoscience can go far beyond your wallet – especially when it promotes unscientific 
treatments for serious disease.  Find out what alarming discovery led one naturopath to 
quit her practice and why scientific ignorance is not bliss. 

It’s our regular look at critical thinking, but don’t take our word for it.

1/20/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  Ghost Lights



Description:  When theaters, clubs, and bars shuttered their doors back in March, drag 
queens in Richmond, Virginia took their performances to the streets - literally!

Also: After growing up in the Philippines, Francis Aguas came to realize that he’d spent a 
lot of time on colonized soil. That’s why he's founded Aguas Arts Ink, a digital theatre 
collective dedicated to decolonizing the body and mind. 

Plus: Every year some group puts on “The Wizard of Oz” and someone gets stuck 
playing Aunt Em. A case for going beyond the canon with youth theater, and why kids 
should play kids.

*****WEEK #04*******************************************

1/24/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:30
 
Issue:  Goya In Three Boycotts

Description:  Latino USA takes a look at the history of Goya Foods, and how the major 
food corporation has become a complicated badge of identity for many Latinos.

When the CEO of Goya foods, a staple brand in many Latino households, voiced his 
support for former President Donald Trump, many Latinos were outraged. But this was 
not the first time the company had faced backlash. Latino USA takes a look at the fraught 
relationship between Latinos and the major food corporation, told through three boycotts 
in the company’s controversial history.

Also on the show: “En la Boca del Lobo,” what Mexican researchers learned about how 
asylum seekers, forced by the U.S. to wait in Mexico, are surviving while in the mouth of 
the wolf.

1/25/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  President Biden and America’s Expectation

Description:  Today, a divided nation experiences one of the most tumultuous 
presidential transitions in US history. Leaders from marginalized communities across the 
nation are watching, with cautious optimism, as Biden and Harris seek to tackle several 
serious crises amid a raging pandemic.



1/25/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Support for Missing Service Members, and Other Stories

Description:  On this week’s 51%, a musician talks about what she calls her new 
feminine EP. Teenage girls of color in ballet say this form of dance caters to white 
women. A mother speaks out about her missing son in the Army while another woman 
offers support for families of missing service members. Plus, Dr. Jeri Burns talks about 
the home life during COVID.

1/26/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Supercomputer Showdown - Life at the Supercomputing Top

Description:  Do you have a hard-to-answer question? The Summit, Sierra, Trinity, 
Frontier, and Aurora supercomputers are built to tackle it. Summit tops the petaflop heap 
– at least for now.  So why do we need all this processing power? Find out why the super-
est computers are necessary to answer our biggest questions. But is the dark horse 
candidate, quantum computing, destined to leave classical computing in the dust?

Jan 18, 2021
Supercomputer Showdown - Life at the supercomputing top:  Do you have a hard-to-
answer question? The Summit, Sierra, Trinity, Frontier, and Aurora supercomputers are 
built to tackle it. Summit tops the petaflop heap – at least for now. But Frontier and 
Aurora are catching up as they take aim at a new performance benchmark called 
exascale.   

So why do we need all this processing power? From climate modeling to personalized 
medicine, find out why the super-est computers are necessary to answer our biggest 
questions. But is the dark horse candidate, quantum computing, destined to leave 
classical computing in the dust?

1/27/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Y'all Alright?

Description:  While people planned socially distanced funerals and waited in miles-long 
lines for canned food, the stock market and GDP soared.. The pandemic has revealed that 
the Gross Domestic Product is a poor measure of economic and societal health. 



And: When the 2008 financial crisis caused food shortages, some investors bought up big 
farms around the globe to ensure plenty of food in the future.  Critics say it actually did 
more harm than good.

Plus: The pandemic is causing more people to find themselves just a car payment or 
hospital stay away from getting an eviction notice.

*****WEEK #05*******************************************

1/31/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  Decriminalizing the War On Drugs

Description:  Fifty years ago, President Richard Nixon declared a War on Drugs and in 
many ways changed the culture of policing. But Maritza Perez from the Drug Policy 
Alliance argues the U.S. has actually been creating drug laws aimed at criminalizing 
people of color as far back as the 1870s. We hear about the movement for drug 
decriminalization.

Also on the show… R&B rising star Omar Apollo takes us to the days of making music 
on borrowed equipment, and tells us how he explored everything from funk music to 
corridos to make his debut album, “Apolonio.”

2/1/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  One Long Night: Andrea Pitzer on the Global History of Concentration Camps

Description:  “The use of concentration camps changes the world, but going forward, the 
most predictable outcome of their use is a world with more camps.”

Today we use a lot of euphemisms: re-education camps, internment, work camps, prison 
camps, camps for internally displaced people. But before World War I, these prisons 
were known simply as concentration camps and they started in Cuba in the 1890s to 
control an uprising against the Spanish colonizers. Since then, concentration camps have 
proliferated across the globe, and have become the tool of choice for governments 
attempting to control large groups of people. Entire ethnic groups have been rounded up 
over the past 100 years, incarcerated without trial, and held indefinitely, slowly starving 
to death or dying from disease and neglect, even here in the US. What do all these camps 
have in common? What sets them apart? and most importantly, how do we fight them? 
We talk with Andrea Pitzer about her book “One Long Night: A Global History of 
Concentration Camps.” She traces the evolution of the concentration camp, from its 
earliest incarnation in Cuba to its modern day forms in China, Burma and Guantanamo.



2/1/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A Scholar Tells Her Story of Rape.

Description:  On this week’s 51%, we spend the show with gender and religion scholar 
Laura Levitt. You’ll hear her story of rape, and while not graphic, please be forewarned. 
She hopes more federal attention is paid to unprocessed rape kits.

2/3/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:26

Issue:  Expanding the Franchise

Description:  Description:  Dwayne Betts was only a teenager when he was convicted of 
carjacking and sentenced to 9 years in prison. Today, he’s an acclaimed poet and PhD 
candidate at Yale Law School. He reads from his new poetry collection, Felon, and 
brings attention to one of the biggest civil rights issues of our time: felon 
disenfranchisement.

Also: Think immigrant voting is un-American? Think again. Ron Hayduk gives the 
history of legal voting by non-citizens in the U.S. 

Plus: We take for granted that 18 is the voting age. But it wasn’t always this way.

2/4/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:

Issue:  Iron, Coal, Wood:  How they changed everything

Description:  Maybe you don’t remember the days of the earliest coal-fired stoves. They 
changed domestic life, and that changed society. We take you back to that era, and to 
millennia prior when iron was first smelt, and even earlier, when axe-handles were first 
fashioned from wood, as we explore how three essential materials profoundly 
transformed society. 

We were once excited about coal’s promise to provide cheap energy, and how iron would 
lead to indestructible bridges, ships, and buildings. But they also caused some unintended 
problems: destruction of forests, greenhouse gases and corrosion. Did we foresee where 
the use of wood, coal, and iron would lead? What lessons do they offer for our future?

*****WEEK #06*******************************************



2/7/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  Dr. Fauci - One Year Into the Pandemic

Description:  One year into the pandemic, Dr. Anthony Fauci joins Latino USA to discuss 
the impact of COVID-19 on Black, Latino and Indigenous communities and how the 
Biden administration will address health inequities.

Dr. Fauci is the country’s leading expert on infectious diseases and has served under 
seven presidents. Today, he is Joe Biden’s Chief Medical Advisor and is back at the 
forefront of the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. He joins Latino USA for a special 
conversation.

Also on the show… An intimate portrait of Selena Quintanilla and her father, Abraham 
Quintanilla. The one who pushed her to become an artist and an icon.

2/8/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Mirrors of Privilege

Description:  Mirrors of Privilege is a remarkable and engaging film that explores stories 
from white men and women about their journeys in overcoming issues of unconscious 
bias and entitlement.

2/8/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  The Changes at Manhattanville College

Description:  On this week’s 51%, hear about the life of a former college president. She 
changed many things about Manhattanville, a liberal arts college in the suburbs of New 
York City.

2/9/2021 – All in the Details – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:59:00

Issue:  Art & Politics

Description:  Michele Cox of Poetic Printcess Productions joins host, James White, for a 
look at what theatre and art bring to the world, especially during the time of the 
pandemic.



2/10/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  My Pandemic Valentine

Description:  We’re drawn to people who are kind to others. But once that kind person 
becomes our partner, we want special treatment and we get a boost from feeling our 
"uniqueness" affirmed. That special treatment is critical to a fulfilling relationship. 

And: Can one person really satisfy all of our needs? The author of a forthcoming book on 
non-monogamy says no.

In our virtual world, we are becoming increasingly out of touch. A new app let's people 
kind of touch one another on their screens.

2/11/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Mars Attracts -- Hope, Perseverance, Ingenuity

Description:  Earth invades Mars in February. In a historic trifecta for space exploration, 
spacecraft of three countries will arrive at Mars, and for two of those it will be their first 
time at the Red Planet. We talk to the science lead for the Emirates Mars Mission, a 
NASA engineer piloting the first helicopter on Mars, and a British space expert – all to 
learn how these spacecraft may bring greater understanding of this rusty world – 
including whether Mars ever supported life.

2/12/2021 - It’s a Matter of Your Health – 11:00am – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Pregnancy During the Time of COVID-19.

Description:  Guest, Dr. Benita Varnado, OBGYN Specialist,  talks with Dr. Bland about 
pregnancy during the time of COVID-19.

*****WEEK #07*******************************************

2/14/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  Incarceration, Redemption and the near 30-year relationship with a journalist.



Description:  In 1988, David Luis “Suave” Gonzalez was found guilty of a first-degree 
homicide committed when he was 17-years-old. But in 2016, a Supreme Court ruling 
gave him a chance to fight for his freedom.

Suave had been serving a life sentence at a Pennsylvania maximum-security prison since 
he was a teenager. In 1993, he meets Maria Hinojosa when she's invited to speak at the 
prison and they begin a decades-long journalist-source relationship. At nearly 50, Suave 
had come to terms with the fact that he would never leave the confines of Graterford 
prison. That is until a Supreme Court ruling in 2016 changed everything — and suddenly 
granted him a second chance to fight for his freedom.

2/15/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Canada’s Slavery Secret

Description:  This week, we look at Canada and its history of Black enslavement. Canada 
is rarely mentioned when we talk about the trans-Atlantic slave trade. In fact, we equate 
Canada with being the safe space where Blacks escaped US slavery - the final stop on the 
Underground Railroad. But Canada indeed has its own history of slavery dating back to 
the early 1600s when the country was coined “New France” by European colonists.  The 
buying, selling and enslavement of Black people was practiced for two hundred years, 
ending only in 1834, when slavery was legally abolished throughout British North 
America. 

2/15/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Stories of ordinary girls from around the world

Description:  On this week’s 51%, hear from the author of a book highlighting stories of 
ordinary girls around the world, and then an animated film features a girl superhero to 
help children relate to COVID times.

2/16/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Mars Attracts -- Hope, Perseverance, Ingenuity

Description:  Earth invades Mars in February. In a historic trifecta for space exploration, 
spacecraft of three countries will arrive at Mars, and for two of those it will be their first 
time at the Red Planet. We talk to the science lead for the Emirates Mars Mission, a 



NASA engineer piloting the first helicopter on Mars, and a British space expert – all to 
learn how these spacecraft may bring greater understanding of this rusty world – 
including whether Mars ever supported life.

2/17/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:29

Issue:  Taking the Shot

Description:  In mid-December, Dr. Taison Bell rolled up his sleeve to be one of the first 
people in his community to get a COVID-19 vaccine. Today he shares why he got the 
vaccine and how we can get it to as many Americans as possible. 

And: Navigating social lives in the time of Covid can be awkward. How do you tell your 
friends, ”No, I won’t be joining you at that restaurant, but yes, we can take a walk in the 
park together” without having to explain or excuse? A new "Covid Risk Scale" might 
help.

Plus : A new effort to increase access to life-saving medications.

2/19/2021 - It’s a Matter of Your Health – 11:00am – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Mental Health During the Pandemic

Description:  Dr. Bland talks with Dr. Omi Dobbins about mental health during the 
pandemic.

*****WEEK #08*******************************************

2/21/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  Portrait Of: José Feliciano

Description:  Every holiday season, you can't help but sing along to the melody of José 
Feliciano's mega single, "Feliz Navidad." The Puerto Rican singer boasts an almost 60-
year career blending blues, folk, soul and Latin music. In this conversation with Maria 
Hinojosa, José Feliciano opens up about why he keeps the 70s alive and about one of his 
favorite relationships: the one he has with his guitar. 

Also on the show, Maria Hinojosa and poet Yesika Salgado go on a hunt for sexy fruit, 
and talk about how love has changed Yesika’s relationship with her body.



2/22/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Geraldine’s Story: How Public Schools are Failing Black Students with Dyslexia

Description:  One California grandmother pressed for years to get her grandchildren 
tested for dyslexia despite a family history of the disorder.  Too many African-American 
boys, like Geraldine’s grandson aren’t properly tested for the disorder.  What shows up as 
a racialized outcome is identified as an expectation gap and a resource gap.

2/22/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Women Run to Win

Description:  The President of Emily’s List is out with a book about helping women run 
to win.  We’ll also hear about the status of transgender military recruits.

2/23/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:30

Issue:  Granting Immunity -- Microbes, fungi, and T-cells.

Description:  “Diversity or die” could be your new health mantra. Don’t boost your 
immune system, cultivate it! Like a garden, your body’s defenses benefit from species 
diversity.  Find out why multiple strains of microbes, engaged in a delicate ballet with 
your T-cells, join internal fungi in combatting disease. Plus, global ecosystems also 
depend on the diversity of its tiniest members, so what happens when the world’s insects 
bug out?

2/24/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Invisible Founders

Description:  Scholars, historic interpreters, and descendants of enslaved people recently 
gathered at Montpelier, the home of James Madison. They were there to create a rubric 
for historic sites who want to engage descendant communities in their work. 
Anthropologist Michael Blakey says historic sites must consider the needs and wishes of 
descendants. And: Historian Hasan Kwame Jeffries says we need to do more to teach our 
kids about African American history, even when it covers tough subjects. Plus: Justin 
Reid sets out to find the plantation where his great-great grandfather was enslaved.



2/26/2021 - It’s a Matter of Your Health – 11:00am – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Black Men & Intimacy

Description:  Listen in for an insightful discussion on Black Men & Intimacy with today's 
guest Jeremy Johnson.

Johnson is the author of "Intimacy from His View:  What Black Men Have to Say About 
Intimacy."

*****WEEK #09*******************************************

2/28/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  Gustavo Dudamel’s Harmony In Times Of Crisis

Description:  Even amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Gustavo Dudamel has been 
living up to his personal passion of finding creative ways to play and expand access to 
music, all while stressing the importance of staying in touch with his Venezuelan roots. 
In this episode of Latino USA, Dudamel talks about staying indoors, calling family home, 
and his belief that music will inspire a stronger future for all. 

Also on the show… Futuro Conjunto, a musical project that takes us to the Rio Grande 
Valley… a century into the future.

2/28/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  The Pseudo-Science of Whiteness - Biology as a Social Weapon

Description:  This week, filmmaker Stephanie Welch explores the role that racist, 
unscientific propaganda has played in promoting white supremacy in the U.S. She traces 
the history of the Pioneer Fund, the primary funding source for research that claims to 
demonstrate that people of color are genetically and intellectually inferior. The Fund used 
such research to lobby for eugenic policies like forced sterilization and the restrictive 
1924 Immigration Act, and to wage an unprecedented PR campaign to prevent passage of 
the Civil Rights Act.

3/1/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Lifelines – Coming Out of the Darkness of Depression Into the Light



Description:  On this week’s 51%, the female part of toy company Melissa & Doug has 
written a book about her journey from darkness to light, telling others they’re not alone.

3/2/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:30

Issue:  Creature Discomforts

Description:  We love them, fear them, use them – and sometimes eat them, too.  But 
how well do we really know animals?  Our impressions are often simplistic.  The lazy 
sloth.  The loveable panda.  But even the warm and fuzzy can pose a problem, such as the 
South American nutria that is taking over southern Louisiana.  Hear about research that 
corrects a menagerie of misunderstandings about animals and how getting to know them 
can have practical benefits.  Will you still feel ill-will towards termites if you learn that 
they might be the key to innovative 21st century technology? 

Okay you animals, line up: stoned sloths, playful pandas, baleful bovines, and vile 
vultures. We’ve got you guys pegged, thanks to central casting. 

Or do we? Our often simplistic view of animals ignores their remarkable adaptive 
abilities. Stumbly sloths are in fact remarkably agile and a vulture’s tricks for 
thermoregulation can’t be found in an outdoors store. 

Our ignorance about some animals can even lead to their suffering and to seemingly 
intractable problems. The South American nutria was brought to Louisiana to supply the 
fur market. But the species got loose and tens of millions of these rodents are destroying 
the environment. It literally has a bounty on its tail.

Hear about research that corrects a menagerie of misunderstandings about our fellow 
furry, feathered, and scaly animals, and how getting over ourselves to know them better 
can have practical benefits. Will you still recoil from termites if you learn that they are 
relevant to the future of robots, global warming, and smart design?

3/3/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  New Voices at the Table

Description:  Fifty years ago Virginia rewrote its constitution in a bipartisan effort 
intended to heal the wounds of the state’s racist past. The man who directed the revision 
thinks it didn't go far enough. Meanwhile we hear from three public servants about what 
gives meaning to their activism.



3/5/2021 - It’s a Matter of Your Health – 11:00am – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Get Fit

Description:  
Dr. Bland talks with Fitness Trainer Hilton Ferguson.

*****WEEK #10*******************************************

3/7/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  La Brega: Vieques and the Promise to Build Back Better

Description:  Weeks after Hurricane Maria, the Government of Puerto Rico accepted an 
emphatic suggestion from officials of the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), put it in writing as if it were its own decision, and celebrated it would be used 
to rebuild in a “resilient” way. On the island of Vieques — which has a very high rate of 
cancer — they were supposed to rebuild its only hospital, destroyed by the hurricane in 
2017. Now, a young girl has died from lack of care, and a neglected community fights for 
their basic human right: access to quality medical services. Reporter Cristina del Mar 
Quiles from El Centro de Periodismo Investigativo explains how federal red tape has 
hindered hurricane recovery.

3/8/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Activism and the Fight for Black Trans Lives (Encore)

Description:  On this episode of Making Contact, we will look at transgender activism 
and the call for inclusion and intersectionality in the movement for Black lives. We’ll 
also meet Trans activists in Louisiana who have been organizing against a state law that 
has been used to unfairly target trans women for decades.

3/8/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Organization Supports Women Survivors of Conflict | First Female CEO of the 
Boston Symphony



Description:  On this week’s 51%, we hear from the CEO of an organization that supports 
women survivors of conflict in a number of countries and the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra will have its first woman CEO.

3/9/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:30

Issue:  Eclectic Company

Description:  We present a grab bag of our favorite recent science stories – from how to 
stop aging to the mechanics of cooking pasta. Also, in accord with our eclectic theme – 
the growing problem of space junk.  

3/10/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Music Matters

Description:  These are trying times for musicians as large gatherings have been 
outlawed. Virginia Folklife has created TRAIN: Teachers of Remote Arts Instruction 
Network in response to the global COVID-19 pandemic and its devastating impact on the 
livelihoods of artists. TRAIN connects interested students of all skill levels with a diverse 
range of master musicians, craftspeople, and tradition bearers offering online 
instructional opportunities. Start learning today!

And, if you’re a musician, here are some resources for seeking aid during the pandemic.

3/12/2021 - It’s a Matter of Your Health – 11:00am – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Pregnancy During the Time of COVID-19.

Description:  Guest, Dr. Benita Varnado, OBGYN Specialist,  talks with Dr. Bland about 
pregnancy during the time of COVID-19.

*****WEEK #11*******************************************

3/14/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 



Issue:  A Year Like No Other -- A Look at What COVID-19 has meant for Latino 
families.

Description:  A year after COVID-19 first shut down the United States, Latino USA 
looks at how the pandemic has changed the lives of Latinos across the country. We’ll 
check in with a domestic worker in Chicago who’s lost work because of the pandemic. 
We'll visit a Honduran family living in Mexico after they tried asking for asylum in the 
U.S., but were turned away. We’ll go to the South Bronx to hear how one family saved 
their restaurant by turning it into a mutual aid soup kitchen. And we’ll hear from a priest 
in Texas who is helping his community heal from a year of tremendous loss.

3/15/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Part 1 of The Pandemic Inside – Covid 19 and Prisons

Description:  In a two-part series, we look at how COVID-19 has torn through prisons 
and how organizers are trying to push state and local governments to release inmates in 
order to contain the spread of the pandemic. In part one, we focus on California. We take 
a look at why a prison, like San Quentin, is such a perfect environment for infectious 
diseases, especially an airborne one like COVID-19, how we might safely release large 
amounts of inmates across the prison system, and what we’ve learned from past release 
programs like realignment.

3/15/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Baseball's Leading Lady

Description:  On this week’s 51%, the author of a book about baseball’s leading lady 
hopes girls read the story and find out why storyteller Jeri Burns is talking turkey long 
after Thanksgiving.

3/16/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:30

Issue:  In Living Color

Description:  The world is a colorful place, and human eyes have evolved to take it in – 
from vermillion red to bright tangerine to cobalt blue. But when we do, are you and I 
seeing the same thing? Find out why color perception is a trick of the brain, and why you 
and I may not see the same shade green. Or blue. Or red. Also, platypuses and the 



growing club of fluorescent mammals, and the first new blue pigment in more than two 
centuries.   

3/17/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Who Votes?

Description:  Description:  Gilda Pedraza worked around the clock to ensure Latino 
voters in Georgia had the information they needed to cast their ballot. But even with 
historic turnout, a third of eligible adults in Georgia didn’t vote. Bernard Fraga of Emory 
University says that’s a political failure, and not the failure of individual voters. Plus: The 
authors of a new book say this past election has forever transformed the voting process in 
America.

3/19/2021 - It’s a Matter of Your Health – 11:00am – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  How addiction has been affected by COVID

Description:  This week, Dr. Bland talks with Dr. Lou Baxter, Sr. An Addiction 
Specialist, the founder of the program in New Jersey that cares for all licensed health care 
professionals that have problems with addiction or other problems that affect their ability 
to safely care for patients..   He is also the co-founder and the initial program director of 
the Addiction Medicine Fellowship at Howard University, and past president of the 
American Addiction Society.  

*****WEEK #12*******************************************

3/21/2021 - Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  La Brega: Basketball – The importance of national sports in Puerto Rico.

Description:  Despite being a U.S. colony, Puerto Rico competes in sports as its own 
country on the world stage. Since the 70s, Puerto Rico’s national basketball team has 
been a pride of the island. But in 2004 at the Athens Olympics, the team was up against 
the odds, with an opening game against the U.S. Dream Team. It was a basketball game 
that Puerto Ricans will never forget. 



Also on the show, a conversation with Alana Casanova Burgess and Julio Ricardo 
Varela, who tell us why national sports in Puerto Rico have a lot more meaning than just 
sports.

3/22/2021 - Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Part 2 of – The Pandemic Inside: COVID-19 and Prisons

Description:  In this second edition of the two-part series, we look at how COVID-19 has 
torn through prisons and how organizers are trying to push state and local governments to 
release inmates in order to contain the spread of the pandemic. For Part 2, we talk about 
why vaccines aren’t an effective solution to ending COVID in prisons, and we also look 
at how re-entry has become harder during the pandemic. Then we head to a South Florida 
jail to learn why activists want to end pre-trial detention.

3/22/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  A Regional Girl Scouts Continues It's Mission Despite the Pandemic

Description:  On this week’s 51%, a regional Girl Scouts continues its mission despite the 
pandemic, hear about the economic well-being of women in Vermont, and Dr. Jeri Burns 
talks about etiquette for a Zoom wedding.

3/23/2021 - Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:30

Issue:  DecodeHer

Description:  They were pioneers in their fields, yet their names are scarcely known – 
simply because they didn’t have a Y chromosome. We examine the accomplishments of 
two women who pioneered fundamental research in code breaking and astronomy during 
the early years of the twentieth century and did so in the face of social opprobrium and a 
frequently hostile work environment. Also, a modern initiative to introduce girls to 
computer coding and encourage them to pursue careers in tech.  

3/24/2021 - With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  Bigger Than a Game



Description:  Serena Williams is widely regarded as one of the best athletes of all time. 
But far too often her passion on the tennis court has been criticized as aggression. Too 
often the same stereotypes Black women endure in society are repurposed in sport. 

The USA and Russian men’s basketball teams collided for the gold medal at the 1972 
Olympic games, it promised to be an epic showdown.  But no one could have predicted 
what actually happened.

Endurance athletes are flocking to the new hydrogel drinks, hoping for a competitive 
edge.  But does the stuff actually work?

3/26/2021 – It’s a Matter of Your Health – 11:00am – 11:30am – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  The role of the pharmacist and the rollout of COVID 19 vaccines.

Description:  Pharmacists are often viewed as the most trusted members of the medical 
profession.  Pharmacist Dr. Valie Pearson joins the show to discuss the role of the 
pharmacist and the rollout of COVID 19 vaccines.

*****WEEK #13*******************************************

3/28/2021 – Latino USA – 3:00pm – 4:00pm – TRT:  0:54:00
 
Issue:  The story of heavy metal music and its huge appeal in Latin America.

Description:  The stereotype goes that Latinos only listen to salsa or reggaeton. But one 
of the biggest genres of music across Latin America is actually heavy metal. Latino USA 
looks at the extreme fandom for metal across Latin America and the story behind the 
groundbreaking Brazilian band, Sepultura, which changed the fate of metal music 
forever. 

Also on the show, guitar duo Rodrigo y Gabriela talk about their Grammy winning 
album, Mettavolution.

3/29/2021 – Making Contact – 11:00am – 11:30noon – TRT:  0:29:00

Issue:  Women Rising Radio: Election Protection and Democracy - Part 2



Description:  Election protection is increasingly seen as a critical issue in the United 
States, a nation that travels worldwide to “supervise” other nations’ elections. Since the 
gutting of the Voting Rights Act by the Supreme Court, there’ve been major problems 
with voter purging, voter ID laws, poll taxes or policies that make people pay to vote, 
closing of precincts, and other attempts to make voting harder for US citizens. But 
grassroots election protection and voting rights groups drove a massive surge of voters of 
color, in particular, to the polls in 2020 - turning out the incumbent Trump regime.  We 
speak with voter turnout expert  Andrea Miller, union organizer Carolina Miranda, and 
pro-democracy activist Pam Wilmot, about what must come next to protect democracy in 
the USA.

3/29/2021 – Fifty One Percent – 11:30am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:30:00

Issue:  Preventing Sexual Assault In The Army; Saving Seeds; Performing In Pixels

Description:  On this week’s 51%, the Army is working on fixing its broken sexual 
assault prevention program, a Peace Corps experience prompted a woman to help 
communities save seeds; and a performance artist gets personal.

3/30/2021 – Big Picture Science – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:30

Issue:  Neanderthal in the Family

Description:  Back off, you Neanderthal!  It sounds as if you’ve just been dissed, but 
maybe you should take it as a compliment. Find out how our assessment of Neanderthals 
has undergone a radical rethinking, and hear about the influence they still have as they 
live on in our DNA, including our response to COVID-19. Plus, how Neanderthal mini-
brains grown in a lab will teach us about the evolution of Homo sapiens.

3/31/2021 – With Good Reason – 11:00am – 12:00noon – TRT:  0:54:00

Issue:  A Woman's Place

Description:  The Women’s March in January 2017 was the largest single-day protest in 
U.S. history.  We share stories of smaller acts of activism by women: from mothers in 
Appalachia who fought with the coal mines for safe drinking water, to southern Black 
church women who organized for voting rights, to trans. women fighting performance for 
LGBTQ+ rights.

 



Wait, Wait – there’s more!

On-Going Initiatives Serving our Broadcast Communities!

 WWFM participated in the April 8, 2021 Holocaust Memorial Remembrance Day 
by broadcasting our own production called Vera’s Story – the moving and 
unforgettable story of Mercer County Community College (NJ) professor, Dr.Vera 
Goodkin and how she escaped the Holocaust as a child with the help of the 
Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg of the Raoul Wallenberg International 
Foundation. Locally produced by WWFM’s Rachel Katz and William Zagorski. 

 Black History Month features: Feb. 21, 2021 - The Dress Circle celebrates by 
showcasing the careers of some of the wonderful black performers who left 
indelible marks on the Broadway stage; Feb. 7, 2021 - The Lost Chord features 
William Grant Still was recognized as the “Dean of Afro-American Composers;”  
Feb. 25, 2021 – American Black musician/singer, soloist, opera singer, recitalist 
was the interview focus on WWFM’s Cadenza, hour-long program; Feb. 12, 2021 
-  Lift Every Voice: A Musical Story from Sorry to Justice: Hosted by Tesfa 
Wondemagegnehu and Julie Amacher, this new program featured all Black 
composers and the music they’ve created, exploring what justice looks like in the 
world of classical music. 

 WWFM continued with performances by its classical music partnership 
organizations during the pandemic, including encore performances from 
organizations at the bottom of this section, that our audience may not have 
heard during first broadcasts

Looking back: 

  On Giving Tuesday 12/1/20 WWFM featured area non-profit organization, 
HomeFront in Trenton, NJ, which serves the needs of homeless families, offering 
a place to call home temporarily, food, clothing and various essentials for living 
along with a multitude of educational and self-help opportunities for adults and 
children alike – all towards helping families become self-sufficient towards a 
better life.  This is our way to give back to the community on this day of learning 
about the good work done by our local non-profit organizations. We aired an 
interview with HomeFront representative several times throughout the day to 
introduce our audience to this important community partner.   

 On July 24, 2020, WWFM presented a pair of concerts broadcast live from the 
Black Box Theater at Mercer County Community College: Pianist Clipper Erickson 
in the music of African American composer Nathaniel Dett, and Rob Kapilow in a 
special edition of What Makes It Great.  



 On September 26, 2020, WWFM aired a special edition in its bi-monthly series 
Post Classical featuring the Post Classical Ensemble based in Washington DC. The 
first virtually recorded PostClassical featured the hosts, author and music 
historian and co-founder of Post Classical Ensemble Joseph Horowitz, the Music 
Director of PostClassical Ensemble Maestro Angel Gil-Ordonez and the host of 
Exploring Music Bill McGlaughlin. They were joined by the Director of the 
Gershwin Initiative at the University of Michigan, Mark Clague; noted writer on 
opera Conrad L. Osborne; the great African-American bass-baritone Kevin Deas 
and the legendary tenor George Shirley (the first African-American tenor to 
perform a leading role at The Met) for a program devoted to George Gershwin. 
Program featured a roundtable discussion about the opera Porgy & Bess, the 
role of Porgy, and new insight into Gershwin as a concert composer (aired Sept. 
26).    

 To mark the Black Lives Matter movement, The Classical Network, an all-music 
network that, because of the very nature of classical music, includes 
performances by musicians of many ethnic and racial backgrounds, The Classical 
Network aired a six hour special program, produced in-house, of music 
performed by African-American artists/composers – the duration of which was 
devoted entirely to the musical accomplishments of African-American musicians, 
including performers and composers. This was aired on the one month 
anniversary of the death of George Floyd, June 25, 2020. WWFM also aired the 
Black Lives Matter/George Floyd statement from its parent organization, Mercer 
County Community College, and college president, Dr. Jianping Wang. Her 
statement was also made available in writing through a website link from 
WWFM’s to MCCC’s website. Related, WWFM also aired a special edition of our 
specialty program Sounds Choral: The episode was entitled "Let Us Carry Out 
That Dream."  The title is taken from Robert Kennedy's speech on the death of 
Martin Luther King Jr.  The featured work of the program was Joel Thompson's 
powerful and timely "The Seven Last Words of the Unarmed," a setting the last 
words of seven African-American men who were killed in police action.  

 While performance organizations have cancelled their current and future 
seasons in the concert halls and theaters because of safety concerns surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, WWFM became among the first to present an actual 
live performance, from Mercer County Community College. This innovative 
concert was broadcast live on June 19, 2020 and featured the Newman & 
Oltman Guitar Duo. Performers, host and engineering staff were arranged 
socially distant with masks in order to safely produce and broadcast the concert 
live (with no audience present on site.)  

 WWFM began two new program initiatives in March 2020 while listeners 
remained at home during the COVID-19 crisis: On a Positive Note is designed to 
give listeners more options for engaging with the arts community through 



technology/computers; the other is the WWFM Listener Request Program which 
airs twice weekly to offer ways for our listeners to feel connected to WWFM and 
others who find classical music a source of joy and comfort, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

 WWFM Station Manager (SM) participated in Rider University’s Fine & 
Performing Arts Networking Brunch Career Fair on February 25, 2020. This 
annual event is geared towards college students interested in careers in the arts, 
including broadcasting. SM spoke with many students at group round table 
discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what MCCC’s 
WWFM can offer to those interested in pursuing careers/jobs in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the Recruitment and Inclusion Fair for People with 
Disabilities and Disabled Veterans, held at Mercer County Community College’s 
Conference Center on Nov. 20, 2019. The focus of the event was to offer 
information about jobs to job seekers, including veterans, with disabilities. 
WWFM Station Manager was present with table set up to provide information 
and to talk to those interested in learning about jobs in radio and at WWFM.  

 Again, WWFM participated in the annual national Giving Tuesday event on Dec. 
3, 2019, by inviting six area non-profit organizations to our studios to talk live on 
air to inform our listeners how they serve our broadcast communities: 
HomeFront, Trenton Soup Kitchen, Princeton Senior Resource Center, Save: A 
Shelter for Homeless Animals, Trenton Music Makers, and WomenSpace.  

 WWFM participated in the Fall Career Fair at Mercer County Community College 
October 22, 2019. WWFM station manager was present to talk with students 
about job opportunities within WWFM radio.   

  Each year WWFM participates in MCCC’s Teen Arts Festival, where high school 
students from regional schools are invited to come to our MCCC campus to learn 
about culture and the arts and to participate in performance and hand-on 
activities. WWFM offers hand-on sessions and tours for students interested in 
learning about radio. This year’s Teen Arts Festival took place on May 3, 2019 
and was hosted for WWFM by WWFM’s production manager, Rachel Katz, who 
guided students through Broadcasting – On-Air, Online and Beyond at the 
WWFM studios.    

 WWFM participated in MCCC’s Explore Mercer Spring Open House for 
prospective students on April 10, 2019. WWFM station manager and production 
manager introduced new students to WWFM, and talked with them and their 
families about what the WWFM Network and MCCC radio programs have to 
offer to those interested in broadcasting.  

 WWFM Station Manager and Production Manager participated in Rider 
University’s Fine & Performing Arts Career Fair and Networking Brunch on April 
9, 2019. This annual event is geared towards college students interested in 
careers in the arts, including broadcasting. We spoke with many students at 
round table discussions, and later individually, about careers in radio and what 



MCCC’s WWFM and student radio programs can offer to those interested in 
pursuing careers in radio. 

 WWFM participated in the annual Guild for Early Music Festival at The Grounds 
for Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ on March 24, 2019. WWFM table was set up with 
promotional material to inform interested patrons about WWFM. WWFM 
Station Manager served as host for the music event, open to the public. WWFM 
was media sponsor for the event.  

 WWFM mentors student interns in the area of hands-on production techniques 
in preparation for broadcast content, and in other departments of a radio 
station’s operations, such as membership and development (sometimes 
students are part of the work-study program at MCCC, and at others they are 
studying to obtain a degree in broadcasting at MCCC or other higher education 
institutions. During the first quarter 2021, WWFM mentored two Mercer County 
Community College male students remotely: FT staff member, JazzOn2 program 
manager, lead hands-on sessions with each for programming and production 
tasks for JazzOn2.   

 WWFM participated in the 2020 Holocaust Remembrance Day by presenting our 
own production of Vera’s Story – the moving and unforgettable story of MCCC 
professor, Dr.Vera Goodkin and how she escaped the Holocaust as a child with 
the help of the Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg of the Raoul Wallenberg 
International Foundation. Locally produced by WWFM’s Rachel Katz and William 
Zagorski. 

 WWFM continues to host a website at www.wwfm.org.
 We regularly conduct live and pre-recorded interviews with people from the 

cultural community who are making news with performances in the WWFM 
coverage area and beyond. This program is called Cadenza, a weekly interview 
program devoted to highlighting local and international musicians. Cadenza is a 
2014 recipient of the prestigious ASCAP Foundation Deems Taylor/Virgil 
Thomson Radio Broadcast Award.   

 WWFM continues with its Noontime Concert Series - The Classical Network in 
Concert, which is an extension of WWFM’s Celebrating Our Musical Community. 
The series highlights local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast on 
WWFM, and for which key performers with various ensembles are invited to 
WWFM to co-host the programs for broadcast. Locally-produced. Note: this 
regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because no 
concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans 
include resumption of the series when performance organizations can give 
concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM continues with series called Celebrating Our Musical Future, Mondays at 
8 pm – a program which highlights performances by music students and faculty 
from area/regional (and beyond)  music school/institutions such as Princeton 
University, Westminster Choir College, Rutgers University, Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music, Columbia University Music, Manhattan School of Music, Peabody 

http://www.wwfm.org


Conservatory of Music, Temple University, West Chester University, Princeton 
High School and others; see list below. A WWFM original program production. 
Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic 
because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
Future plans include resumption of the series when performance organizations 
can give concerts, safely, once again. 

 WWFM airs two music appreciation, educational programs: What Makes it Great 
with Rob Kapilow, which airs approx. four hours monthly during the concert 
season, and Inside Music with George Marriner Maull, that airs the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays each month at 7:30 pm. Both are WWFM original program 
productions. 

 WWFM continues engagement in social networking through Face Book.
 WWFM website offers Webcasts of original programming content listeners have 

requested to have made available. 
 WWFM continues to engage the community through on-site participation at 

musical events, festivals and public service out reach organizations, such as the 
American Heart Association Central New Jersey Heart Walk at Thompson Park in 
Monroe, NJ (10/13/19 – WWFM is a media sponsor), Communiversity in 
Princeton (April 2019), Paxon Hill Farm Art in the Garden in Solebury, PA (Aug. 31 
& Sept. 1, 2019), & Rider University Career Day for the Arts (4/9/19 & 2/25/20).   

 WWFM continues to serve Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts by offering station 
tours/education to help them earn their service badges, in addition to tours 
given to other community/school groups, as requested. Note: this has been put 
on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic because of safety concerns and that 
MCCC campus remains physically closed. Plans include resumption of tours when 
the college can re-open safely for visitors. 

 WWFM participates in Mercer County Community College’s Take Your Child to 
Work Day, held on April 25, 2019. A WWFM staff member brought her young 
son to the MCCC campus where WWFM staff gave him station tour and hands on 
experience in production studio. 

 As a public service, WWFM continues to offer free broadcasts of announcements 
of community concerts and other cultural events. Announcements are also 
offered via our web site, www.wwfm.org, under Events Calendar – a free, 
interactive community events site open to all. 

 WWFM broadcasts a twice-weekly feature of Broadway reviews, In a Broadway 
Minute, to serve those interested in theatre. Locally-produced.

 WWFM broadcasts local concerts from the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. Note: this regular feature has been put on hold during the COVID-19 
pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Future plans include resumption of the series when performance 
organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. 

http://www.wwfm.org


 WWFM’s JazzOn2, 24-hour jazz station also offers additional public affairs and 
music programming. JazzOn2 broadcasts on WWFM’s HD2 channel serving 
Trenton, NJ, and surrounding region.

 WWFM continues to air announcements regarding EEO opportunities, and from 
the EMNet Emergency Message Center relating to weather concerns and other 
topics as they arise in our broadcast regions. 

 WWFM The Classical Network is proud to be a 2015 and 2016 recipient of the 
50 Best College Stations Award.    

Celebrating Our Musical Community/Celebrating our Musical Future: 
Our Community Connection to Great Music Making:

 

This series has included local and regional concerts recorded for broadcast 
and produced/aired by WWFM. Concerts produced each quarter are selected from 

among this list (as concerts are scheduled & performed) of WWFM’s long-time 
Musical Partnership Organizations:  

Merkin Hall at Kaufman Music Center, NYC
The Choir of Trinity Wall Street, NYC
Princeton University Chapel Afternoon Organ Recitals
Lake George Music Festival, NY
Bach Choir of Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, NJ
Piffaro – The Renaissance Band, Philadelphia
Dolce Suono Ensemble, Philadelphia
Northwestern University, Evanston, ILL: Bienen Contemporary/Early Vocal Ensemble
Callipygian Players Baroque Ensemble, Chicago
Temple University Boyer College of Music and Dance, Philadelphia
New England Conservatory of Music, Boston
Concordia Chamber Players, Solebury, PA
What Makes It Great with Rob Kapilow, Merkin Hall, NYC
Iris Orchestra, Germantown, TN
Music from the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Newark/Princeton, NJ
Curtis Institute of Music, Philadelphia
Astral Artists, Philadelphia
Rutgers University Mason Gross School of the Arts, New Brunswick, NJ
Post Classical Ensemble, Washington D.C.
Princeton University Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra, Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Manhattan School of Music, NYC



The Princeton Singers, Princeton, NJ
Trinity Choir at Trinity Church, Princeton, NJ
The Downtown Concert Series, Freehold, NJ
The Princeton Symphony Orchestra, Princeton, NJ
Music from the Marlboro Festival, VT
The Princeton Festival, Princeton, NJ
Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
Princeton Pro Musica, Princeton, NJ
Choral Arts Philadelphia, PA
Columbia University, NYC
Lenape Chamber Ensemble, Bucks County, PA
Gotham Early Music Scene, NYC 
The Thirteen Choir, Washington, D.C
Master Chorale, NJ
Raritan River Music Festival, NJ
New Brunswick Chamber Ensemble, NJ
Concerts on the Slope, Brooklyn, NY
Grand Harmonie, Boston, MA
Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia
Network for New Music, Philadelphia
Melomanie (Wilmington, DE)
PRISM Saxophone Quartet, Philadelphia & NYC
TON (The Orchestra Now) at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY
Princeton High School, Princeton, NJ

 Note: This regular feature of broadcast concerts has been put on hold during the 
COVID-19 pandemic because no concerts are being performed during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Future plans include continuation of the series when 
performance organizations can give concerts, safely, once again. Until then we 
are airing many encore broadcasts of locally produced concert programs.


