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KBYU-TV Quarterly Program Topic Report 
July, August, September 

2008 
 Key: Military Time Used 
 Types of Programs: D = Documentary  C = Call-in 
    N = News Interview/ Segment O = Other 
 
Issue 
Date Time Length  Program Title    Type Guests 
 
Education 
 
7/1 19:00 56:46  NewsHour with Jim Lehrer  N 

“New G.I. Bill Aims to Provide  Expanded Educational Benefits to Troops”- When President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the original G.I. Bill in 1944, millions of World War II veterans got 
the chance to receive a college education. The bill has been updated over the years. But for many 
veterans who've fought in Iraq or Afghanistan, the education benefits have not kept pace. Right 
now, veterans can receive $1,100 a month, up to a total of $40,000, which covers only an average 
of 60 percent of the cost of four years at a public university. This is a discussion of the future of 
the policy. 

  
8/11 19:00 56:46  NewsHour with Jim Lehrer  N 

“Schools Start Offering Students Cash for Better Grades”- This program explores the issues of 
poverty and microcredit as it profiles numerous recipients of small loans in locales ranging from 
India to the Philippines to New York City. It tells the stories of how short-term loans of even a 
few dollars have resulted in dramatic lifestyle changes for families who otherwise would have no 
means of lifting themselves out of poverty. Nobel Prize winner Muhammad Yunus teaches 
poverty-stricken women how to start their own business and provide for their families. 

 
9/18 19:00 56:46  NewsHour with Jim Lehrer  N 

“D.C. School Chancellor Targets Teachers, Angering Union”- A new study reveals a theory on 
the different learning aptitudes among males and females.  As a result, many educational systems 
may need to adapt their teaching techniques and policies. This program analyzes the effect of 
these potential educational policies, and how a D.C. school chancellor is pushing for the theories 
to be adopted in schools.  Jim Lehrer reports. 

 
Environment 
 
7/2 21:00 56:46  Jean-Michel Cousteau: Ocean Adventure D 

“Return to the Amazon- Part 2”- Cousteau and his team go deep into the spectacular Amazon 
rainforest to examine the thousands of species that depend on the ecosystem and the devastating 
effects of human enterprise. It's a journey that Jean-Michel first made 25 years ago with his father 
Jacques, and now he is making it with his son Fabian and his daughter Celine. In Part 2, the 
Cousteau team examines the human enterprise and development that is not only compromising 
the health and ecology of the Amazon River, but also inflicting global consequences. 

 
7/9 21:00 55:53  Savage Planet     D 

“Volcanic Killers”-. The hidden dangers of volcanoes, crater lakes, and lahars (mudflows) are 
revealed in this first program of the SAVAGE PLANET series. The immediate dangers of active 
volcanoes are well known - the deadly eruption of boiling rock and lava that can swiftly envelop 
entire communities. But there are hidden dangers as well. The fatal combination of volcano and 
water poses other kinds of threats. 

 
7/13 15:30 26:47  Beijing, Are You Ready?   D 

“Breathing Easier-Controlling Pollution”- China was subject to unprecedented exposure when 
the typically tightly closed nation played host of the 2008 Summer Olympic Games. The 
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Olympics call for clean air and blue skies in Beijing - one of the world's most polluted cities. See 
how China's best scientific minds are meeting that challenge. And, dread taking out the garbage? 
Well, imagine having to deal with 16,000 tons of it...daily. With an influx of 1.5 million Olympic 
visitors...who takes the trash out? And what they do with it? Then, how many green parks will it 
take for Beijing to breathe easy again? 

 
7/24 20:00 56:46  Nature      D 

“Silence of the Bees”-. From the beginning, honeybees have played a key role in human survival. 
Most fruit trees and vegetable species are entirely dependent on bees to produce, and there's no 
artificial replacement for natural pollination. But the bees are disappearing. Massive die-offs, first 
reported in November 2006, are now the subject of international emergency research as scientists 
race to discover the cause of this ecological disaster. Could it be a disease? Is it caused by 
pesticides, genetically modified foods or radiation from cell phone towers? Whatever is 
happening, we must solve the mystery and correct the problem soon or face unimaginable 
consequences. 

 
9/17 20:00 55:46  Nova     D 

 “Dimming Sun”- As global warming turns up the heat, researchers are stunned to discover that 
our planet is actually growing dimmer. Increasing air pollution allows less and less sunlight to 
reach earth's surface, a "global dimming" that's linked to severe droughts. In an even more 
alarming twist, there is concern that solving the dimming problem could greatly accelerate global 
warming, melting ice caps and flooding coastal cities. NOVA examines this baffling climate 
conundrum and follows the implications of the discovery for our planet's future. 

 
Government 
 
7/5 22:00 1:51:42  A More Perfect Union: America Becomes a Nation  O 

A dramatic interpretation that traces the endless debates, complications, and obstacles that 
characterized the founding of the United States of America and its Constitution. It takes a closer 
look at the founding fathers, their hopes and goals, and their battles won and lost. Such an 
intimate portrait truly grants appreciation to the modern-day viewer for the Herculean effort that 
went into the composition of the most important document in American history.  

 
8/28 19:00 56:46  NewsHour with Jim Lehrer  N 

“Obama's Nomination Reflects 'Evolution' of American Democracy”- As eyes turn and ears open 
to the events of the 2008 presidential election,  it is impressive to note that it has taken little more 
than half a century to make previously unimaginable strides in the area of civil rights in America. 
Senator Barack Obama's nomination as the Democratic presidential candidate coincides with 
turning points in American civil rights history. Historians and analysts Mark Shields and David 
Brooks discuss the progress in American representativeness and the challenges to becoming a 
post-racial society. 

 
9/21 13:30 27:30  The McLaughlin Group   N  

The current state of financial troubles in the United States has been detrimental to both the 
individual and the organizational levels of society in almost every realm. The financial crisis 
gripping Wall Street this week has led to an unprecedented level of government intervention. 
Policy experts examine the government's role in the crisis in a scramble to find a solution to this 
nationwide problem that could be devastating.  

Guests: Patrick Buchanan, Eleanor Clift, Monica Crowley, Mort Zuckerman 
 
Health/Health Care 
 
7/20 15:30 26:46  Beijing, Are You Ready?    D 

“Staying Healthy: Sports Medicine”- No pain, no gain... at least not with physical therapist Dr. 
Bob Chan, doctors at 3rd Peking Hospital are routing for their patients... not just to recover, but to 
win Olympic gold. Then, remember China's SARS outbreak? Can Beijing's CDC guarantee it 
won't happen again? Next, 9-1-1 won't work in China... but, dialing 120 will - even if you don't 
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speak Chinese. Finally, foot massages anyone? Find out how to get rid of that throbbing 
headache... with your foot. 

 
8/24 15:30 26:30  Healthy Body Healthy Mind  D 

“Cholesterol”- Heart disease is the number one killer of men and women in America and high 
cholesterol numbers are a major risk factor for both heart attacks and strokes. In this program we 
offer information about lifestyle changes that can help keep cholesterol numbers in the normal 
range, plus we see how changing the diet and adding exercise can lower high cholesterol. Also, 
we examine the various medications used to treat high cholesterol, explain what side effects could 
occur and help patients understand why in some cases, medication may be their friend. 

 
9/9 20:30 1:29:13  Brain Fitness Program   O 

The brain is the command center for the rest of the body, necessary for all proper functioning of 
the entire human body. Such a critical organ should be cared for to the best of our ability. In 
response to this need, expert neuroscientists have created a system to overcome three main causes 
to the decay of brain activity.  These scientists focus on improving the brain functions of sensory 
perception, chemical balance, and overall processing speed, to increase and maintain valuable 
brain power.  

 
Religion/Ethics 
 
7/6 13:00 26:46  I Believe    O 

“United Methodist Church”- On each weekly program, I Believe will open a window and look 
inside a house of worship to learn about a different religion. The centerpiece of each program will 
be a personal conversation with a minister, priest, rabbi, imam, or pastor. The program will also 
go inside the featured house of worship to show viewers the essential elements of a typical weekly 
service. To teach about the United Methodist Church, guests Bishop Mary Ann Swenson and 
others discuss their religion. 

 
8/18 19:00 56:46  NewsHour with Jim Lehrer  N 

“McCain and Obama Seek to Reach Out to Evangelical Voters”- Presidential frontrunners 
Senators John McCain and Barack Obama addressed evangelical Christians at pastor Rick 
Warren's Saddleback church this weekend. Capturing the evangelical vote is a critical strategic 
move in the already intense election. Experts closely examine how the evangelical movement has 
changed since the last election and how the candidates are reaching out to the group in the 
present election. 

 
8/24 13:00 26:46  I Believe    O  

“Lutheran Church”-. I Believe travels across America and present a basic education in what 
various religions and faiths believe and practice. The centerpiece of each program will be a 
personal conversation with a minister, priest, rabbi, imam, or pastor. The program will also go 
inside the featured house of worship to show viewers the essential elements of a typical weekly 
service. To teach about the Lutheran Church, guest Reverend Doctor David Eberhard discusses 
his religion. 

 
Transportation 
 
7/6 15:30 26:46  Beijing, Are You Ready?   D 

“Getting Around: Public Transportation”- Beijingers with plates ending in odd numbers can 
only drive on certain days of the 2008 Summer Games. Find out why... Then, in a hurry? During 
the Olympics, and peak traffic times, the only fast, reliable way to get around Beijing is the 
subway. Plus, taxi drivers in Beijing are required to study English...it's all part of being ready for 
their Olympic guests. And, if you really want to understand China, forget the cab ride and take a 
city bus. 

 
9/3 20:00 55:34  Nova     D 

“Car of the Future”- Tom and Ray Magliozzi of NPR's "Car Talk" fame take viewers on a 
roller-coaster ride into the world of cars - examining new technologies and ideas about America's 
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most common form of transportation. With constantly increasing prices at the pump and a 
growing concern about the impact of emissions on global warming, there is a keen interest in 
alternative fuel sources to power our cars. The hydrogen fuel cell has long been the holy grail of 
zero emissions energy, and countries like Iceland are trying out the technology by transforming 
their public transportation. Closer to home, there are attempts to create fuels like "biodiesel" - 
made of used vegetable oil - or ethanol from corn crops. “Car of the Future" takes a light-hearted 
but knowledgeable look at the serious issue of what's to come for our transportation. 

 
9/21 23:00 48:04  Man-Made Marvels of Asia  D 

“Korean Express”- Transportation is the rope that ties a society together. Using this knowledge, 
large societies have pinpointed their methods of transportation as an important ingredient to their 
success as a whole. One such example is South Korea, the increasingly modern and involved 
international power with a busy economy and a booming population. South Korea's decision to 
construct a high-speed railway in order to reduce severe traffic woes resulted in a true man-made 
marvel. 

 
Science / Technology 
 
7/9 20:00 56:46  Nova      D 

“The Ghost Particle”- The cosmos has a secret ingredient: a swarm of invisible particles that fills 
every cubic inch of space. Trillions of them zip through our bodies but we don't even notice. Yet 
without these ghostly, mysterious particles known as neutrinos, the sun wouldn't shine and the 
elements that make up our world wouldn't exist. The story of the 70-year struggle to understand 
these particles is a tale of atom spies, secret laboratories and mind-boggling disappearances. 

 
7/14 21:00 56:46  Nova Science NOW!   D 

"Personal Genome"- Several companies now offer a personal genetic profile that will predict a 
person's chances of contracting one of several serious diseases. The hope is that one day our 
genomes can predict exactly who is likely to get sick and what to do to prevent it. But this new 
era will have to wait until scientists fully untangle the web of genetic and environmental factors 
that cause most human disease.   
"Digital Art Authentication"- Vincent van Gogh has inspired several talented artists to turn their 
hands to forgery. NOVA science NOW commissioned an expert to make a meticulous copy of a 
Van Gogh painting, and then challenged three different computer teams to find the imitation in a 
group that included five genuine Van Gogh’s.  
"Carbon Sequestration"- Claire Lackner used an aquarium pump to circulate air through a 
solution of sodium hydroxide, capturing much of the carbon dioxide in her air sample. The 
simple experiment got Claire's father, Klaus, thinking: "Could such a principle be applied on a 
mass scale?" The elder Lackner was actually in a position to follow up, since he's a renowned 
scientist at Columbia University. A decade later, Klaus has helped form a company that is testing 
a product that may fulfill this dream.  
"Pardis Sabeti Profile"- By day, Pardis Sabeti is an assistant professor at Harvard University and 
a researcher on the genetics of malaria. She has traveled to Africa to study how the malaria 
parasite interacts with its human hosts. One powerful new tool is the complete map of the malaria 
parasite's genome, which Sabeti is searching to understand how the parasite develops resistance 
to the drugs used to fight it.  

 
8/25 20:00 57:58  The Moon    D 

Throughout history, Earth's moon has been worshipped, feared and keenly watched. THE MOON 
is a comprehensive documentary that charts man's scientific progress in understanding its history 
as well as the myths regarding our nearest neighbor in space. Blending archival footage, 
animation, photography from the Apollo missions, NASA and the European Space Agency with 
interviews from a variety of experts on lunar activity, this is a definitive account of man's 
relationship with the moon. From Galileo's first "close up" view of the moon to our present 
knowledge based on research from moon landings and the revelations of unmanned orbiters, the 
orb in our night sky has been an object of both mystery and fascination. 

 
Crime 
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8/7 19:00 56:46  NewsHour with Jim Lehrer  N 

“Years After Anthrax Attack, Bioterrorism Still Looms”- The national fear of anthrax arose after the 
frightening terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. At the time it was a critical threat to national 
security, but since then widespread fear of chemical warfare has lessened considerably among the 
general population. Is there still reason to fear? As the probe into the 2001 anthrax attacks comes to a 
close, the country still faces challenges preventing and responding to bioterrorism attacks. Experts 
assess U.S. preparedness on the matter. 

 
8/24 13:30 27:30  The McLaughlin Group   N 

“Educators Spark Dialogue on Underage Drinking”- Underage drinking is an often-overlooked 
crime that runs rampant among America’s youth. Upset by the unsettling statistics, a coalition of 
college and university presidents recently urged lawmakers to discuss making age 18 the legal 
limit for drinking as a means to curb alcohol abuse among students.  

Guests: Patrick Buchanan, Eleanor Clift, Monica Crowley, Clarence Page 
 

 
 


