
KFSN-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER 2002 
 

 

From July 1, 2002, through and including September 30, 2002, KFSN-TV presented 19-1/2 

hours of regularly scheduled local news programs a week, in addition to public affairs 

programs and syndicated programs.  KFSN also broadcast programs and public service 

announcements provided by the ABC Television Network.  Attached is the ABC-TV 

Network Second quarter news and public affairs program information report. 

 

KFSN, through its programming, addressed the following issues of concern for 

communities that make up the six-county area served by ABC-30: 

 

1. AIR POLLUTION/QUALITY 

2. EDUCATION/TESTING 

3. CRIME 

4. CONSUMER REPORTS/RECALLS 

5. HEALTHWATCH 

6. FAMILIES/PARENTING 

7. WOMEN’S ISSUES 

8. MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Programs, program segments, and local newscasts broadcast by KFSN that provided 

significant treatment to the issues are the following.  

 

 

ACTION NEWS 

 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-7:00AM, 2 hours, Local 

 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and 

international news, sports, weather, medical, financial, and consumer reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 

Monday through Friday, 11:30AM-12 noon, 30 min., Local 

 

Up-to-date local news coverage is offered, as well as national and international news.  

Also included are medical, consumer, and financial reports. 

 



ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and 

international.  Also covered are sports and weather.  Included are medical, education, and 

consumer reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX 

Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and 

international.  Also covered are weather and sports.  Friday's newscast features the Action 

News Person of the Week. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 

Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and 

international.  Also covered are sports and weather; consumer reports are included. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS 

Sunday, 11:30AM – 12:00 noon, 30 min., Local/Public Affairs 

 

Half-hour weekly local talk/interview program dealing exclusively with issues and local 

affairs. 

 



 

CHILDREN FIRST 

 

 

Children First is in its fifth year of production.  This year-long effort focuses on the 

challenges, problems, and opportunities facing children living in Central California.  The 

program concentrates on how the average person can make a difference in a child's life 

and highlight local news organizations that work with children and youth.  Children First 

includes local news produced and/or network produced half-hour programs, :30 vignettes, 

public service announcements, and special stories on Action News. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSAs AIRED 

 

Gottschalks, Fresno County Office of Education and Children’s Hospital Central 

California partner to air these Children’s First PSAs and Vignettes in rotation: 

  

PARTNERS/HONORED SCHOLARS (16 SPOTS) (aired approximately 13 times) 

We invite Valley High School Graduating seniors who are the Valedictorians of their 

class to be part of a special campaign called Honored Scholars.  The on-air tribute runs 

from June through July.  

 

FCOE/EDUCATION PASSPORT: LENGTH :30 SEC. (aired approximately 25 

times) 

Fresno County Office of Education, in partnership with 14 local cultural centers, invites 

viewers to begin a journey of learning through the Passport to Knowledge program.  

Kindergarten through 12
th

 graders can pick up a passport and travel with a paid adult or 

parent to any of the 14 organizations.  After seven stops, children can receive a certificate 

of completion. 

 

FCOE/MISSION: LENGTH :30 SEC. (aired approximately 7 times) 

Fresno County Office of Education’s mission states that nothing is more important than 

our children.  They provide the tools a child needs to learn and teachers from whom 

children can learn.  

 

FCOE/MATH ON CALL: LENGTH :30 SEC., (aired approximately 5 times) 

The Fresno Office of Education is pleased to offer Math on Call to the students and 

parents of Fresno County. Math on Call is a homework hotline, is a free tutorial service 

as close as a phone call away. 

 



FCOE/CHILDREN FIRST: CHILD SAFETY: LENGTH :30 SEC., aprx. 25 times)  

From Dr. Mehas comes a safety message about keeping our childern safe, starting with 

awarness by parents and kids. 

 

FCOE/CHILDREN FIRST: LITERACY/READ,RITE,REC: LENGTH :30 SEC., 

aired aproximately 22 times:  

A Message about the importance of Children to learn to read, write and recite. 

 

CHCC/IMAGE NEW:   :30 SEC. (aired approximately 12 times) 

Innovations of modern medicine have been a tradition of caring for kids at Children's 

Hospitals of Central California.  The healing and practice of helping children is at the 

heart of what they do.  Children’s Hospitals of Central Ca. has the largest pediatric 

facility in the country, protecting children's future with a commitment of caring. 

 

CHCC/HELICOPTER:  :30 SEC. (aired approximately 10 times) 

Helicopter “Air George” is a state-of-the-art helicopter that brings Children’s Hospital of 

Central California closer to kids across the Valley and beyond -- combining the future of 

medicine and the commitment of care that comes from the heart. 

 

CHCC/MARY JO :30 SEC., (aired approximately 16 times) 

A testimonial from Nurse Mary Jo about her work and commitment at Childrens 

Hospitals of Central California 

 

CHCC/GREG :30 SEC., (aired approximately 17 times) 

A Testimonial from Greg, a cancer patient survivor about his time and treatment at 

Childrens Hospitals of Central Californa. 

CHILDREN FIRST: TEAMS AND DREAMS 

7/28/02, 6:30PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

8/10/02, 5:00PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

With a growing number of children participating in sports at a younger and younger age, 

“Children First – Teams and Dreams” examines the impact of competition on kids and 

their families.  The show looked at how children’s sports have grown from Little League 

where it all began, to the wide variety of athletic opportunities available today for boys 

and girls.  We heard from athletes themselves how they benefited from sports and how 

their experience impacted them in later life.  There is a down side to intense competition, 

and we saw evidence of the toll athletics can take on young bodies and emotions.  And 

finally, we looked at ways parents can make sports a beneficial and enjoyable experience 

for their children. 

 

PARTNERS/CHILDREN FIRST: GOOD SPORT :30 SEC., (AIRED 16) 

This spot spoke about the impact of being a good sport and the impact that parents and 

other adults have on children when it comes to teaching them good sportsmanship. 

 



PARTNERS/CHILDREN FIRST: WEBSITE: :30 SEC., (AIRED 16) 

This spot was a follow-up from the “Teams and Dreams” program that Channel 30 aired.  

It sends viewers to our website, where they can obtain more information on the half-hour 

program and tips for parenting young athletes. 

 

 

POLLUTION AND AIR QUALITY 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/08/02, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 7/08/02, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

This week’s high temperatures and low winds in the Valley are a recipe for smoggy, 

unhealthy air.  The monitoring station in Clovis tests the pollution level, which will get 

worse this week.  The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District is declaring 

tomorrow a Spare the Air day from Merced County down to the Grapevine.  Anytime air 

quality is measured at 150 or higher, which is considered unhealthy for everyone, 

officials ask everyone to drive less, carpool, and postpone using gas-powered equipment.  

They say every "air friendly" effort helps. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/08/02, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

A certain amount of people do care and will try to do one thing to help air quality, and 

that’s the whole focus of Spare the Air days.  Pollution control says less than half of one 

percent of people in the Central Valley carpool regularly.  But if only two percent were 

riding together, that would reduce the unhealthy air days by 50 percent, bringing the 

number down to only about 15 a year. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/10/02, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/10/02, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

Late breaking information from the air pollution control board.  Officials tell Action 

News that the air quality today is the worst so far this year.  Monitoring stations in 

Dinuba, Reedley, Orange Cove, and Parlier report especially bad smog.  People there are 

now advised to stay indoors as much as possible until 7:00 tonight.  Tomorrow's air 

quality is expected to be even worse.  On the Fulton Mall, people tried to get temporary 

relief from the heat by using fans, sitting in the shade and drinking plenty of water.  

Fresno police officers on bicycle patrol did what they could to tolerate working in the 

heat. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/11/02, LENGTH :45 SEC. LOCAL 

When the weather turns extremely hot like today and the air is full of pollution, we're told 

to limit outdoor activity, especially for the elderly and young; but it also causes a problem 

for kids who have to be outdoors.  We talked about youngsters at year-round schools and 

athletes.  At noon recess at Jefferson Elementary in downtown Fresno,  you won't find the 

kids out on the playing field -- they are inside watching a movie.  These are exactly the 

kinds of activities doctors recommend on Spare the Air days.  The key thing, doctors say, 

is to watch your child and if they complain about feeling ill, stop the activity. 

 



NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/11/02, LENGTH  :22 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 7/11/02,LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Don't expect to find relief today unless you spend the day in front of the air conditioner.  

Air pollution officials are predicting it will be smoggier today than yesterday.  It was so 

bad, the Valley's Air District declared a "health advisory," which means people with 

asthma or other breathing problems are urged to stay indoors. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 7/21/02, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

Governor Gray Davis will sign historic anti-pollution legislation tomorrow, which may 

signal major changes for the auto industry and the environment.  California is stepping 

ahead of the federal government on this issue.  Car-loving California is about to become 

the first state in the nation to regulate auto emissions of greenhouse gases, especially 

carbon dioxide, that contribute to global warming.  Automakers would have until 2009 to 

meet new emission standards, still to be set by state regulators.  The industry fiercely 

opposes the move, saying new technology will drive up the cost of cars for Californians. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/22/02, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Central Valley officials say they're sick of breathing in Bay Area pollution blown east by 

ocean breezes.  Lawsuits and legislation are pending that would require San Francisco 

area cars to undergo the same stiffer auto emissions tests required in every other urban 

area of California.  It's escaped the emissions requirement because of an exemption 

written into state law by a former lawmaker.  The state Air Resources Board says the Bay 

Area has an overwhelming impact on inland pollution.  

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/25/02, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Federal officials say that large California farms can expect new regulations on air 

pollution.  State law has exempted farmers from air permit programs since the mid-

1970s.  But if the state does not repeal the exemption, California could lose billions of 

dollars in federal highway money.  Agriculture is one of the many sources of air 

pollution, but for years it has not faced the same rules as other industries.  The new EPA 

rule is open for public comment until September third. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/26/02, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

The California Farm Bureau has filed suit to block the Environmental Protection Agency 

from ending the industry's longtime exemption from federal air pollution regulations.  

The Farm Bureau wants the exemption to continue for three years so more studies can 

determine how much farms pollute.  The California Air Resources Board says agriculture 

contributes more than a quarter of the smog in the San Joaquin Valley during the summer 

and most of the soot pollution the rest of the year. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 8/02/02, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Environmentalists want to join an EPA lawsuit that would end air pollution exemptions 

for farms.  The center on race, poverty, and the environment filed for permission  to 

intervene on behalf of the EPA.  The state Farm Bureau sued last week to block the EPA 

from establishing a new federal system for agricultural air pollution.  The group wants an 



exemption from federal smog regulations continued another three years so more studies 

can determine how much farms pollute. 

 

NEWSCAST A M LIVE, 8/10/02, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

Today is a Spare the Air day throughout the Central Valley.  Rising smog levels have 

caused the Valley Air District to caution people from strenuous outdoor activities for the 

next 24 to 48 hours.  The Fresno-Clovis area, southeast Fresno County, Parlier and 

Reedley are hardest hit.  You can reduce air pollution control levels by: Postponing yard 

work with gas-powered equipment.  Avoid unnecessary vehicle use and putting off any 

big outdoor painting projects. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/14/02, LENGTH :38 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/14/02, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

A health advisory has been issued warning residents to limit outdoor activity until 7 

tonight.  You can see the thick smog in Fresno.  Some of it is from nearby forest fires.  

But pollution from motor vehicles is responsible for most of the haze.  As the Valley 

grows and traffic gets worse, so does air pollution.  In the past decade, the population of 

the Fresno area has jumped about 60 percent, while the number of vehicle miles driven 

has increased nearly 100 percent. 

  

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/14/02, LENGTH 1:59 SEC., LOCAL 

Experts say the air is definitely not good for people to breathe and as the Valley grows 

and traffic worsens, the future for air pollution here isn't pretty.  Bad air forced players 

inside school gyms the last two days.  Still, some managed to brave the heat and smog to 

continue their daily routines.  For others, the pollution is a real cause for concern.  The 

past decade, the population of the Fresno area has jumped about 60 percent, while the 

number of vehicle miles driven has increased nearly 100 percent.  Both Fresno and 

Clovis have ambitious plans to contain growth, expand public transportation, create more 

walking trails, bike paths, and encourage residents to get out of their cars.  California is 

car crazy.  Most people feel public transportation is inconvenient.  Riding bikes on city 

streets can be dangerous, and most of us live too far from our jobs to walk to work. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 8/16/02, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Farmers and ranchers who want to burn agricultural waste or brush could receive instant 

approval under a proposal by Central Valley air quality regulators.  The San Joaquin 

Valley Air Pollution Control District board approved a plan that would allow more burn 

days.  It also would set up an automated telephone and Internet system to quickly approve 

agriculture and prescribed burning requests under good weather conditions.  The proposal 

now goes to the State Air Resources board. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/16/02, LENGTH: 18 SEC., LOCAL 

Today is a Spare the Air day and while bad air in the Valley is not new, the recent string 

of eight Spare the Air days in a row is a record, the longest streak since the program 

started in 1996.  And the cost of air pollution is enormous -- it does 150 to 300 million 

dollars worth of damage to Valley crops a year.  

 



NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/27/02, LENGTH :l5 SEC., LOCAL  

The Central Valley may soon be able to catch its breath.  The State Senate passed a bill, 

which would require the Bay Area to face the tougher "smog check two" air quality 

standards.  Lawmakers from the Central Valley drafted the measure.  They blame Bay 

Area winds for pushing air pollution to the Valley.  Supporters also argue that San 

Francisco is the only major metropolitan area which does not take part in smog checks.  

The bill will face a final, technical vote in the State Assembly, before it's sent to the 

governor's desk. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/13/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Normally at this time, many high school junior varsity football teams would be taking the 

field.  Today games, practices, and all outdoor activities were cancelled.  The Air 

Pollution Control District says the air is just too bad.  Smog hangs over the Valley like a 

thick blanket, and the air is so polluted it's described as being unhealthful for everyone; 

some of the worst air we've had all summer.  Some people will feel health effects.  At this 

level everyone will feel them, including healthy people who don't have any 

compromising to their respiration or heart system.  As a result, school districts throughout 

Fresno County were told to cancel all outdoor activities, including games and practices, 

until 7:30 tonight.  Hoover High's athletic director says this is the first time they've had to 

cancel a game because the air was too bad to play.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/13/02, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

It's cooling off but earlier the heat helped create "unhealthy" air quality.  Local high 

school coaches weren't taking any chances and called off some games.  Stadiums all over 

Fresno County sat empty tonight, as JV games in three local school districts were called 

off.  Coaches were told to cancel all outdoor activities including games and practices 

until 7:30 tonight because of heavy pollution. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/25/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL  

Segment #1, #2: Tree Fresno/United Way of Fresno/Fresno Co. Office of Education: 

Freedom Tree Planting.  This segment focused on a special non-profit organization that is 

devoted to creating a naturally beautiful community.  Tree Fresno’s Goal is to improve 

our environment by planting trees and to educate the public about the proper maintenance 

of trees and tree care and how they make a tremendous impact  on our community.  Tree 

Fresno is looking for volunteers for their “Freedom Tree Planting”.  Volunteers are 

needed to lead the tree planting efforts at each school. 

 

 

EDUCATION REFORM & STANDARDIZED TESTING 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/08/02, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL  

The Mayor once called Fresno schools the worst of the worst.  He initially wanted to take 

over the appointment of school board members.  He's settling for putting his own slate of 

candidates up for election.  The faces, familiar.  But none of these people ever dreamed 

they'd be running for public office.  They were brought together by a group of city 

leaders and lawmakers for a common cause.  There are 80,000 students in Fresno 



Unified, the fourth largest school district in California.  The focus of the reform board is 

to improve education for kids.  The candidates say they are determined to bring positive 

change to what they say is a "troubling" school district. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/08/02, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/08/02, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

A coalition of local leaders is revealing their slate of candidates to improve the education 

of kids in the Valley's largest school district.  Those in the group are all long-time 

community leaders.  They include Dick Johansson, Luisa Medina, Dr. Joseph Penbera 

and Dr. Tony Vang.  The focus of the reform board is to bring positive change to what 

they say is a troubling school district.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/12/02, LENGTH 2:09 MIN., LOCAL 

Truancy in Fresno's largest school district actually went up after an ordinance went into 

effect that allows police to slap $100 fines on kids who skip school.  Eight months ago, 

Mayor Alan Autry signed his "juvenile accountability ordinance" with fanfare and 

promise.  Last fall, just before the daytime curfew went in effect, about 2.6 percent of the 

student body was absent each day without an excuse.  This spring, with the daytime 

curfew, the truancy climbed to 2.9 percent to 36 percent. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/17/02, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Children of undocumented immigrants may soon have a new avenue to follow their 

dreams.  People in downtown Fresno held a rally to support a proposed bill.  The 

Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors act, or "DREAM", would allow 

children of undocumented aliens to become legal residents.  The bill is designed to help 

immigrants better afford the cost of a college education. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/26/02, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

At gyms and ball parks everywhere you find kids playing sports;  many with dreams of 

being the next sports super star.  But youth sports offer a whole lot more.  As part of our 

Children First special "Teams and Dreams", Action News sports anchor Richard 

Montano gives us a closer look at Little League baseball.  The education starts early; 

these kids are only five and within just a few years, the game inspires dreams.  Some 

parents are trying to relive dreams and put too much pressure on them.   

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/12/02, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

Fewer minorities are enrolling in University of California graduate schools and the State 

Senate wants to know why.  Senators passed a measure, asking the UC Board of Regents 

to examine the enrollment decline.  The bill also asks the Regents to discontinue using 

standardized tests as the main admissions requirement.  Critics say the standardized tests 

are obstacles for minorities seeking higher education.  But some GOP lawmakers say the 

measure will lower the standards for the UC system. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/15/02, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

The state moved closer today,  to seizing control of a troubled local school district.  A 

delegation from the Fresno County Office of Education and community leaders testified 



today, before the Senate Education Committee.  They urged approval of a bill to take 

control of the West Fresno school district.  The group cited budget and personnel 

mismanagement as reasons for the takeover.  District officials asked for one year to turn 

the school system around.  But lawmakers approved the measure. 

 

NEWSCAST 8/15/02, LENGTH :31 SEC., LOCAL 

The state moved closer to seizing control of a troubled local school district.  A delegation 

from the Fresno County Office of Education and community leaders testified today,  

before the Senate Education Committee.  They urged approval of a bill to take control of 

the West Fresno school district.  The group cited budget and personnel mismanagement 

as reasons for the takeover.  District officials asked for one year to turn the school system 

around, but lawmakers approved the measure.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/28/02, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

California lawmakers are moving closer to a State takeover of the West Fresno school 

district.  The State Senate unanimously approved legislation Tuesday that could put state 

education officials in charge of the district.  The bill would remove decision-making 

power from the current school board, and put it in the hands of superintendent Delaine 

Eastin.  The measure must still be approved by the State Assembly by Saturday, and then 

signed by Governor Davis. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 8/28/02, LENGTH  

The State Senate has approved a bill to take over the West Fresno school district.  The 

Fresno Bee reports this morning that the bill must still be deliberated by the Assembly 

Education Committee and approved by two-thirds of the full assembly before Saturday at 

midnight.  If signed by the governor, it would take effect immediately.  The West Fresno 

school district has had problems with their budget and personnel.  The Fresno County 

schools superintendent has been overseeing the district for the past nine months. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM. 8/29/02, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/29/02, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

New test results show California children are improving in the classroom, but they're still 

below state goals.  State education leaders released the results of California’s "STAR", or 

standardized testing and reporting tests.  On average, elementary school math scores are 

up 18 percent, and language arts scores rose nine percent.  Despite the gains, the results 

also show that only one third of California children are proficient in language arts, and 

less than half are meeting state goals for math.  Locally, school districts tell Action News 

scores are up and they are generally happy with the results. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/03/02, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL  

Thousands of notebooks, backpacks, and other school supplies were loaded onto the bus 

at the central library and delivered to the Fresno County Office of Education this 

morning.  Superintendent Pete Mehas accepted the shipment, along with several teachers 

and students.  The school supplies were collected at all Fresno County libraries as part of 

an AT&T Broadband "stuff the bus" campaign. 

 



NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/03/02, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

When it comes to student achievement, the Central Valley lags behind the rest of the 

state.  A new study out says students in the San Joaquin Valley scored lower on reading 

and math tests.  Some of the reasons for those low scores are blamed on the concentration 

of poor students in the area and a high number of English learners.  Administrators at 

Fresno Unified say these are challenges they've been dealing with for years. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/03/02, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

The Valley falls behind the rest of the state when it comes to student achievement.  A 

new study says students in the San Joaquin Valley scored lower on reading and math 

tests.  Some of the reasons, there are more poor students and a large number of kids who 

are learning English as a second language.  Administrators at Fresno Unified say they've 

been dealing with it for years. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/10/02, LENGTH 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 

Many Muslims living in this country felt that way especially after September 11th.  

Action News Anchor Juanita Stevenson tells us how one Valley family is using education 

to bridge the gap between cultures.  Siam and her husband Sikander are from Pakistan.  

They immigrated to the U.S. ten years ago.  We first introduced them to you last year 

after the events of 9-11 created a backlash against Muslims living in this country.  The 

Bajwa's felt it was time speak out.  So instead of going only to her children's classrooms 

at Fort Washington Elementary, she asked if she could make presentations in other 

classrooms.  Teachers were eager to have her input.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/12/02, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

State education leaders are considering changes to the high school exit exam.  Under the 

proposal, students identified as "disabled" could use tools like calculators while taking 

the exam.  Under current law, students must make a case to the State Board of Education 

before they are permitted to use calculators or other tools.  The changes will be open for 

public comment before the board adopts the measure.  State education officials do not 

expect the proposal to be challenged. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/15/02,  11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1, #2, & #3, Clovis West High School: Did You Know Video/Telly Awards.  

In this segment, guests discussed a very special video called “Did You Know".  It’s a 

film produced by Clovis West High School for its Human Relations Week.  The film has 

won a Telly Award, a prestigious awarded granted for excellence in non-network and 

cable video production.  It’s an eye-opening video about tolerance.  The idea came from 

students who wanted to do something to unify their school after the tragic events of 

September 11.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/22/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1, #2, & #3, Fresno Historical Society: The Civil War Revisited.  These 

segments focused on the Historical Society and the role it has played in our community 

cultural life.  Currently, the Fresno Historical Society is working on the development of a 

regional history museum to be located in downtown Fresno.  We also told viewers about 



their upcoming event, the Civil War Revisited: Bring History to Life.  It is the largest 

annual Civil War reenactment in the United States.  While this event is fun for all, it does 

focus on educating children about this time period in a living history setting.  It is an all-

American event. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/19/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

How Children Learn-And Why Some Don’t -- Different minds learn differently and 

that’s a problem for many children, because most schools still cling to a one-size-fits-all 

education philosophy.  As a result, these children struggle because their learning patterns 

don’t fit the schools they are in.  Oprah talked with Dr. Mel Levine, one of the best-

known education experts and pediatricians in America who revealed a radical new 

approach to helping children learn.  He showed parents and teachers how to correctly 

identify these individuals' learning patterns, how to encourage a child’s strengths and 

bypass the child’s weaknesses and in the process, produce satisfaction and achievement 

instead of frustration and failure. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 7/14/02, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN, SYNDICATION 

No Child Left Behind Act - In this segment of Hispanics Today, we visited Texas, where 

there is a large Latino population, and talked to critics who say the law will do more harm 

than good -- especially for Latinos, who generally don’t do well on standardized tests. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 7/14/02, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

Principal Lorente – In this segment, we meet Principal Lorente at Lord Stirling 

Elementary School, who has realized her dream by pursuing a career in education.  

Lorente’s life is fascinating because she and her family lived as undocumented 

immigrants most of their lives dealing with poverty, low paying jobs and fear of being 

discovered. 

 

 

CRIME  

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/11/02, LENGTH :20 LOCAL 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 7/11/02, LENGTH :20 LOCAL 

An additional 30 police officers a night have been patrolling specifically in 

neighborhoods that have been identified a propensity for violence.  They plan to saturate 

those areas, make traffic stops, and detain those individuals that believe to be involved in 

criminal activity.  Statistics for the first three months of this year show an almost 15 

percent drop in violent crime and Dryer says he expects another decrease for the second 

quarter as well.  Fresno has had 27 homicides so far this year. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/18/02, LENGTH 1:18 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno Highway Patrol officers didn't know what to make of it.  Around 7:00 this 

morning, a 911-caller reported the sighting of a man driving on Highway 99, who they 

believed matched the suspect sketch in the kidnapping and murder of Samantha Runnion.  

His behavior was unusual -- even with police lights in his rear view mirror, he didn't pull 

over immediately.  The man in this arrest has a shaved head, not slicked-back black hair, 



and he has a goatee, not a mustache.  And his car is a blue 1990 Mitsubishi, not a light 

green Honda or Acura talked about as the suspect’s car.  Still he's being looked at closely 

by the FBI.  They will make the determination at some point in the future if there's any 

connective link between these particular crimes. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/18/02, LENGTH 1:53 MIN., LOCAL 

A South Valley priest accused of rape returned today to a Kings County courtroom 

surrounded by his supporters.  The appearance for Father Miguel Flores may be one of 

his last.  It was a deal nobody expected.  Prosecutors offered Father Miguel Flores a 

surprise plea bargain and they say they're still confident in their case, but they're worried 

about how a lengthy trial would affect his alleged victim.  Flores is charged with several 

counts of raping his 16-year-old assistant at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 

Hanford earlier this year.  Flores pleaded not guilty to the charges and continues to deny 

any wrongdoing.  But prosecutors say he should consider the plea bargain very carefully. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/23/02, LENGTH 1:24 MIN., LOCAL 

This is the first time these details have been made public.  Cary Stayner apparently 

demanded to see child pornography before he would confess to the murders.  Cary 

Stayner's defense team played a portion of his taped confession never previously heard in 

court.  On it Stayner is negotiating with the FBI offering to confess to the murders if 

they'll let him see child pornography.  Stayner said his desire to view kiddie porn had 

been gnawing away at him all his life but that he had never seen it.  Stayner also 

demanded a $250,000 reward offered in this case.  He said to give to his parents.  He also 

asked to be placed in a federal prison near his family in Atwater.  None of Stayner's 

requests were granted. 

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/26/02, LENGTH 1:52 MIN., LOCAL 

Peri Van Brunt looked distraught as she entered the courtroom and after looking around 

the room for a few minutes she began to sob silently to herself.  Authorities say she's 

confessed to accidentally starting the McNally fire.  There’s no allegation that the 

ultimate result was something that was intended.  But certainly the nature of the original 

fire was a willful act.  Van Brunt remains in custody for now at the Fresno County jail.  

She’ll be back in court next Wednesday when a judge will decide if bail should be set, if 

she should be allowed to post it.  If convicted, Van Brunt could face as much as five 

years in federal prison and a $250,000 fine. 

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/31/02, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL, 

Republican lawmakers are joining a victims' rights group to fight for the Three Strikes 

law.  They're filing legal briefs in support of the law a man has challenged its 

constitutionality.  He received a 25-years-to-life sentence for stealing golf clubs.  

Supporters say the law deters crime by keeping violent offenders behind bars.  Critics 

would like to see minor crimes not count as a third strike.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/01/02, 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

CHP and Cal Trans activated more than 1,000 freeway signs statewide, 50 alone in the 

Central Valley, to alert motorists to a kidnapping.  More than 70,000 vehicles travel up 



and down Highway 99 daily.  Electronic flashing signs gave motorists a description of 

the kidnapping suspect's vehicle.  In Sacramento, assembly member George Runner of 

Lancaster called the system a failure because the alert did not go out until five hours after 

the teens went missing.  He wants the system up and running a half hour after a 

disappearance is reported.  The CHP says that the system is still very new, and the office 

is waiting for equipment to make it more efficient.  The agency credits tips from drivers 

in helping to locate the kidnapping suspect. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/01/02, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

The Kern County sheriff says two teenage girls were kidnapped and raped early this 

morning at gunpoint by 37-year old Roy Ratliff of Rosamond.  Sheriff’s deputies rescued 

the girls and shot and killed Ratliff.  By all accounts, Ratliff’s violent crime spree began 

July 18th in Las Vegas.  James and Roberta Young say it was Ratliff who carjacked their 

1999 Saturn at gunpoint.  They thought they were going to be killed. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 8/01/02, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

A North Valley man accused of stealing women's underwear now knows what price he'll 

pay for the crime.  He was caught on a home video from a hidden camera in a Madera 

home which two women installed after they were burglarized and had their underwear 

stolen.  The man caught on tape is Roberto Ochoa.  He entered a guilty plea last month in 

exchange for a four-year prison term.  He will also pay the two women more than $1,600 

in restitution. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/09/02, LENGTH :33 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno police made several arrests in connection with assaults that took place at a parking 

lot at Fresno and Ashlan in June, and they say the suspects got away in limousines.  After 

serving several search warrants, police made eight arrests, confiscated gang 

paraphernalia, money, guns and drugs.  They also towed away the suspected getaway 

vehicles: three long, white stretch-limos.  Police are still looking for one other suspect 

who goes by the name Little Fawn Pena. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 08/09/02, LENGTH 1:23 MIN., LOCAL 

The child pornography ring involves children and defendants in four countries and seven 

states here in the U.S.  The defendants will come here for a federal trial in Fresno.  The 

suspect named most often in this indictment is a former chiropractor from Clovis.  

Federal prosecutors announced the charges today in Fresno in an alleged child 

pornography ring that included some parents taking lewd pictures of their own children 

and trading them on the Internet.  Nine Americans and six Europeans are named in the 

indictment, but the central figure appears to be a former chiropractor from Clovis, 45-

year-old Lloyd Alan Emmerson.  It is reported that whether or not there's a ringleader, 

they're all charged as conspirators because they're all co-conspirators. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/12/02, LENGTH 2:09 MIN., LOCAL 

Truancy in Fresno's largest school district actually went up, after an ordinance went into 

effect that allows police to slap $100 fines on kids who skip school.  Eight months ago, 

Mayor Alan Autry signed his "juvenile accountability ordinance" with fanfare and 



promise.  Last fall, just before the daytime curfew went into effect, about 2.6 percent of 

the student body was absent each day without an excuse.  This spring, with the daytime 

curfew, the truancy climbed to 2.9 percent. 

  

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/21/02, LENGTH :35 SEC. LOCAL 

In an emotional meeting with reporters, slain Deputy Sheriff Erik Telen's family wanted 

the public to remember Telen as a committed peace officer and a loving father of three 

children.  They also want people to know that life goes on.  At the Clovis Cemetery, 

Telen's family and friends gathered to remember the man who left them a year ago.  The 

26-year-old Telen was shot and killed while searching a mountain home in Dunlap.  

Twenty-one-year-old Ramadan Abdullah has been charged with murder and last week 

was found mentally competent to stand trial. 

   

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/22/02, LENGTH 2:04 MIN., LOCAL 

Police estimate $30,000 dollars worth of damages in a home vandalism.  They say the 

two boys ages ten and eleven, vandalized the home because they don’t like the boy who 

lives there.  A picture taken by police shows patio items were dumped into the pool.  

Even Tweety and her birdcage were in the water.  When it gets over thousands of dollars 

in vandalism damage it becomes a felony -- no longer misdemeanor vandalism.  The 

boys' names are being withheld because of their ages.  They were arrested and charged 

with burglary, vandalism and breaking into the home. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/27/02, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Council President Henry Perea wasn't happy at all about the proposal to stop aggressive 

panhandlers, calling it crazy, meaningless and just plain wrong.  The proposed ordinance 

doesn't ban panhandling, but it does punish those who go too far.  If the proposed 

ordinance is passed, this would constitute aggressive panhandling because it happened at 

a bus stop.  Two women are approached by a man who asks for cash.  They give him 

some change to make him go away.  It works.  If they don't take no for an answer, the 

proposed ordinance could mean fines or jail time for panhandlers.  Aggressive 

panhandlers are those who ask for money at ATMs, in parking lots and other public 

places where there's a captive audience.  Aggressive panhandlers come within three feet 

of the person they're asking for money, are sometimes physically or verbally abusive, or 

are frightening to their targets.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/30/02, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

A Valley man accused of killing a toddler testified today, in his own defense.  We were 

not allowed to take pictures or sound of Floyd Ray, Jr. during his testimony.  He’s 

accused of killing twenty-two month old Dexter Taylor in September 2000.  He said he 

was changing the child when Dexter had some kind of seizure.  Ray said he picked up the 

toddler then tripped and fell while holding him. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/03/02, LENGTH 1:26 MIN., LOCAL 

Visalia kicked off a new way today to help its residents keep an eye on crime.  Action 

News South Valley Bureau Chief Christine Park showed us how it works.  For a link to 



the Visalia Police Department's new crime mapping website, just log onto 

www.ABC30.com.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

In San Jose, prosecutors tried to discredit expert testimony that Cary Stayner was insane 

when he killed three Yosemite park tourists.  Alison McInnes testified that Stayner's 

mental problems qualified him as legally insane when he killed Carole Sund, her 

daughter Juli, and friend Silvina Pelosso.  She acknowledged Stayner was thinking as he 

committed the crime and tried to cover it up.  If found sane, Stayner could get the death 

penalty. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 9/10/02, LENGTH :37 SEC., LOCAL 

The Justice Department reports crime is down across the country.  However, the murder 

rate is up.  The government, says violent crime and property crime last year were at their 

lowest levels in 29 years.  Last year 24 million crimes were committed in the U.S., almost 

half.  Those committed in 1973, the year the government began keeping the statistics.  

Violent crime, which includes rape, assault and robbery, dropped 10 percent last year, 

dropping for the 7th straight year.  That's a 50 percent drop over 1993.  The government 

says one reason for the decline is police are locking up more criminals.  Meanwhile, 

preliminary numbers from the FBI shows murder rose by three percent last year. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 9/13/02, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

There is still no decision on whether former motel handyman Cary Stayner was insane 

when he killed three tourists at Yosemite National Park.  A jury in San Jose must decide 

whether Stayner could tell right from wrong at the time of the 1999 crime.  If jurors 

decide he was sane, they must then decide if he goes to death row or spends his life in 

prison. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 9/16/02, LENGTH  :25 SEC., LOCAL 

The jury that found Cary Stayner guilty of murdering three Yosemite tourists have now 

determined that he was sane at the time of the crime.  Jurors next will determine whether 

he gets death sentence.  

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/17/02, LENGTH: 15 SEC. , LOCAL 

A trial is underway in Merced for a man accused in a brutal double homicide more than 

four years ago.  Forty-year-old Albert Ruiz could get the death penalty if convicted.  He's 

charged in the 1998 murders of Merced liquor storeowner Abdo Mohammed and a 

customer, Antonio Cruz.  Prosecutors say the victims were shot point blank in the head 

during a robbery.  The murder went unsolved for a year until Ruiz's sister told police that 

he confessed to the killings. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 7/01/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Headlines – Oprah took a look back at some of the biggest stories that have made 

headlines across the country.  Dorothy Moxley talked about the recent trial in which 

Kennedy cousin Michael Skakel was convicted for the 1975 death of her daughter, 

Martha.  Daniel Pearl’s mother and a colleague talked about the birth of his new baby, 



and how they are coping since his cruel and senseless murder.  Also, an update was given 

on the new sexual abuse policy that has been adopted by the Catholic Church. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 7/19/02, LENGTH 1HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Russell Yates Talks To Oprah – After a month of court proceedings, a Texas jury 

sentenced Andrea Yates to life in prison for drowning her children.  Oprah talked with 

Andrea’s husband, Russell Yates, when he shared his feelings about the outcome of the 

trial and how his wife was behaving at home before she killed their five children.  

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/12/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

What You Need to Know about Rape - On today’s Oprah show, some shocking truths 

about rape.  We told you how the justice system is failing rape victims around the 

country, and why thousands of rapists are walking free because of it.  Experts gave us 

advice on the best strategies you can use to convince your assailant to let you go.  We 

also alerted you to some prevalent rape scams that could be happening in your 

community. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/23/02, LENGTH 1HOUR, SYNDICATION 

The Secret World of Child Molestation – Oprah took a very rare and disturbing look 

inside the secret world of child molestation.  We showed you how sex offenders think, 

how they choose their victims, and how they lay their traps.  We also heard from a young 

female survivor of sexual abuse who shares her painful story, and explains how and what 

happened to her years ago and how that continues to effect her life.  We found out how to 

protect our children against sexual abuse. 

 

 

CONSUMER/RECALL REPORT 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/02/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Computer viruses can destroy files, ruin programs, even cripple your computer.  Action 

News consumer reporter Craig Fiegener showed us what you can do to protect yourself.  

He profiled a woman who is one of millions of people who has had a computer virus.  

She got it from an e-mail that looked like pictures from her sister.  Once an antivirus 

software finds a virus, it tells you what steps to take.  Two programs offer the best 

protection.  One is McAfee Virus Scan 6.0; the other is Norton AntiVirus 2002.  The 

initial cost for both is $50 and then you pay another $5 to $10 a year for updates to 

protect yourself against new viruses. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/04/02, LENGTH 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 

Many people are transporting a lot more these days with the help of a car-top cargo box.  

Action News consumer reporter Craig Fiegener showed us why some boxes stand out 

from others.  They come in all different shapes and sizes.  Before you buy one, consider 

first what you want to carry so you get one that's long enough and wide enough.  Once 

you decide on the size, check the box's weight.  While some are around 20 pounds, this 

Yakima Packasport 19-S is nearly 70 pounds.  Consumer Reports found lots of boxes 



were better designed.  One of the best was the Thule excursion.  It costs $250.  It comes 

with special hardware that makes it quick to screw into place. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/10/02, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

There's an offer that's been hitting the mailboxes of Valley seniors.  It touts a state 

sponsored tax rebate in exchange for a processing fee.  Action News consumer reporter 

Craig Fiegener tells us why you might to think twice before paying up.  Imagine getting a 

letter which says you could be owed more than $300.  It looks official, perhaps like it's 

from a state agency.  The only thing you need to do is check off some boxes and send in 

$36.  Thousands of seniors have gotten a letter like this, direct mailed from a company in 

Sacramento.  The rebate is determined by your income and age.  If you're 62 or older, or 

under 62 and disabled,  if you own a home or pay rent, and if your household income is 

$37,119 or less you're probably owned money.  The Kings County Commission on Aging 

is able to help seniors all across Central California.  If you think you're owed a rebate, or 

need help with the forms you can call them at 559-582-3211, extension 2828. 

  

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/16/02, LENGTH 1:53 MIN, LOCAL 

AT&T’s basic rate for daytime calls is now 35 cents a minute and close to 30 cents a 

minute for evening calls.  MCI  and Sprint have raised some of their long distance 

charges, too.  Action News consumer reporter Craig Fiegener looked into calling card 

discounts.  Consumer Reports checked out prepaid phone cards.  Some of the best 

prepaid cards are the MCI card sold at Costco and the AT&T card you can get at Sam's 

Club. 

   

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/17/02, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

The average American has $8,400 dollars in credit card debt.  To pay it off,  a lot of 

people get help from credit counselors.  Action News consumer reporter Craig Fiegener 

tells us why one woman from Kerman actually saw her credit problems get worse.  Of the 

$300 she was to pay every month, the company kept $30 as its fee.  But two months later, 

Jamie discovered that one of her credit card bills had gone unpaid for two months.  The 

result, a blemish on her credit report.  One of the things we recommend when you're 

dealing with any company like credit counseling, is deal locally.  The Better Business 

Bureau says that could also save you from being caught in legal limbo.  In California, 

credit counseling agencies can't collect any fees until they've provided a service.  And, 

the most they can charge is $20 a month.  But, if it's an Internet company based outside 

California, those laws don't apply. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 07/24/02, LENGTH :14 SEC. ,LOCAL 

The results of our Action News parking meter time test.  We found some surprisingly 

common problems that could cost you a parking ticket.  Find out what the City of Fresno 

has to say about it, and what you can do if you think a problem parking meter is to blame 

for a parking ticket.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/31/02, LENGTH 2:13 MIN., LOCAL 

Imagine looking at your bank account to find several checks had been cashed that you 

didn't write.  Action News consumer watch reporter Craig Fiegener tells us about a case 



of identity theft that caught one Fresno woman by surprise, which is so frightening about 

this situation.  They actually made their own checks with the victim's account number.  

Identity theft tips the Fresno police department says you can help protect yourself from 

this type of identity theft by knowing when your mail is delivered.  Don't let it sit in the 

mailbox.  Pay with cash or a credit or debit card.  And shred all paperwork you throw 

away that has any personal information on it. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/14/02, LENGTH 1:56 MIN., LOCAL 

Online scams soaked nearly 10,000 Americans for more than 18 million dollars last year.  

Action News consumer watch reporter Craig Fiegener brings us the story of a high tech 

twist on an age-old rip off.  People concerned about saturated fat are cutting down on 

meat these days.  Soon a new meat substitute is set to be distributed nationwide by the 

end of the year.  If you're looking to cut down on meat, you might want to give quorn a 

try.   

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/16/02, LENGTH , MIN., LOCAL 

The Valley's biggest ag industry has never been stronger, despite the recent bovine TB 

scare and a public meeting confirmed that.  But there is still one major concern.  Over 

36,000 cows have been tested for bovine tuberculosis.  So far, there's no evidence that the 

disease has spread from the original infected herd.  That was the news today from state ag 

officials.  And that's what local dairymen have been waiting to hear.  Members of Tulare 

County's number one industry have been watching these developments very closely.   

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/21/02, LENGTH 1:58 MIN.,LOCAL 

Craig Fiegener tells us about prepaid cell phone plans, and how they can save you 

money.  Do you even know how many minutes a month you talk?  If you want a pre-paid 

phone plan, you pay for a certain amount of minutes in advance.  When that airtime runs 

out, the phone goes dead.  You don't need to get a credit check, you don't need to be 

credit worthy.  It's also something to consider if you only use your phone occasionally, 

since the minutes can be spread over several months.  And if you're traveling, your phone 

will tap your wallet dry.   

  

NEWSCAST 40PM, 08/23/2002 LENGTH 1:54 MIN., LOCAL 

Have you ever taken your car to a mechanic, and not read all the papers you were asked 

to sign?  Well one viewer didn't, and later when she did, she realized she'd purchased 

something she didn't want.  And another viewer learns why White-Out was keeping him 

from a big payday from the state lottery. 

  

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/29/02, LENGTH 2:02 MIN., LOCAL 

If you have a young one in the family or a baby on the way, you'll want to hear about the 

changes coming in car seats.  Action News consumer reporter Craig Fiegener tells us 

about two seat latch systems you've probably seen in the store.  The latch system consists 

of metal bars in the car and hooks on the car seat that (there are two popular devices on 

the market - the $70 Safety First Comfort Ride and a $200 seat from Britax called the 

Expressway Isofix.  Testers found a problem with the Britax.  If you put the latch in the 

way that seems right, you can't pull the strap tight enough.  All cars manufactured after 



September first will have to be equipped to use the latch system and many cars already 

are.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/14/02, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

More than 600 million cars are in accidents every year.  The car you're driving can make 

a big difference in helping you avoid an accident.  Assessing vehicle safety is the most 

important job at Consumer Reports' auto test track.  The head of auto testing says people 

ask him about it all the time.  Among family cars, the Volkswagen Passat did the best.  

And for minivans, the Honda Odyssey earned top ratings for safety. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/18/02, LENGTH :16 SEC., LOCAL 

We have several recalls to share with you and some of these products could be in your 

home.  Aroma housewares is recalling thousands of juicers.  The appliance can break 

apart during use.  The model number ISJ 250.  The juicers were sold in department and 

discount stores. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/18/02, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

A Malibu company is recalling children's spray foam because they can explode if they 

become too hot.  "Smatter" foam made by Jakks Pacific Incorporated is commonly used 

at parties and celebrations.  They have Nickelodeon printed on the handle.  Cans of 

Original Smatter, Spit Smatter and Fatter Smatter are affected with codes 0-4-9-2 P-T or 

0-9-5-2 P-T. 

 

 

HEALTH 

 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL CENTRAL CALIFORNIA:  

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF CARING FOR KIDS 

8/25/02, 5:00 PM, LENGTH  :30 MIN., LOCAL 

KFSN-TV produced a half-hour program for Children’s Hospital Central California.  

Patients and their parents were shown through different stages of recovery.  Children’s 

Hospital Central California is the 12
th

 largest freestanding children’s hospital in the 

country.  They serve the 45,000 square mile heartland of California that stretches from 

Sacramento to Bakersfield and the Sierra Nevada to the Pacific.  Children’s Hospital has 

over 40 highly specialized programs and superior clinical outcomes, making it one of the 

finest pediatric hospitals in the United States. 

 

UNITED CEREBAL PALSY: UNDERSTANDING ABILITIES,  

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES (ENCORE)  

7/14/02, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HOUR, LOCAL 

This one-hour special focused on five students living with various abilities and how the 

programs and services offered at UCP has helped to advance their independence and 

productivity.  Opportunities were made available for the public to offer their support to 

UCP for all that they do for individuals and disabilities and their families. 

 



ACTION NEWS, 08/9/02-8/10/02,  LENGTH :30 & :60’S, NEWS CUT-AWAYS  

ACTION NEWS AIRED 19 NEWS CUT-AWAYS FOR CENTRAL CALIFORNIA'S 

BLOOD CENTER DURING THEIR WEEKEND BLOOD DRIVE. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/10/02, LENGTH :20 SEC, LOCAL 

 The sizzling temperatures and resulting air quality are especially dangerous for children 

and adults with breathing problems.  Action News reporter Lisa Gonzales explained.  

More people are calling doctors since the recent heat wave in the Valley.  In fact, just this 

week,  Dr. Aminian says he's seen a twenty five percent increase in patients of all ages, 

which he says, is unusual this time of year. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/11/02, LENGTH :45 SEC. LOCAL 

When the weather turns extremely hot like today and the air is full of pollution, we're told 

to limit outdoor activity especially for the elderly and young, but problems exist for kids 

who have to be outdoors.  We talked about youngsters at year-round schools and athletes.  

At noon recess at Jefferson Elementary in downtown Fresno,  you won't find the kids out 

on the playing field they are inside watching a movie.  These are exactly the kinds of 

activities doctors recommend on Spare the Air days.  The key thing, doctors say, is to 

watch your child and if they complain about feeling ill, stop the activity. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/11/02, LENGTH  :22 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 7/11/02,LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 

Don't expect to find relief today unless you spend the day in front of the air conditioner.  

Air pollution officials are predicting it will be smoggier today than yesterday.  It was so 

bad, the Valley's air district declared a "health advisory," which means people with 

asthma or other breathing problems are urged to stay indoors. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 7/12/02, LENGTH :31 SEC.,LOCAL 

Trials are underway on a revolutionary new treatment.  If all works as planned, it could 

help the disabled walk again.  The procedure removes special nerve cells from the "nose" 

of the patient and transfers them to the damaged spine.  Scientists are hoping that the 

transplanted cells will form a bridge across the severed spinal cord, enabling nerves to 

grow through the damaged area.  Broken spinal cord nerve fibers never regroup but 

recent medical experiments using rats have been highly successful. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/03/02, LENGTH :15 SEC. LOCAL 

LASIK surgery has revolutionized vision care, allowing many people to go without 

glasses.  There are risks and some people don't like the idea of a laser cutting their eyes.  

Now, there's an alternative for the farsighted.  Action News anchor Lisa Gonzales 

explained in tonight's HealthWatch. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/03/02, LENGTH ;30 SEC. LOCAL 

You could be asked for a donation on the way in to work tomorrow morning.  

Firefighters will be at busy intersections in Fresno and Tulare counties, filling their 

helmets with money.  The cash will go to help burn victims at University Medical Center 

in Fresno.  42-hundred people are treated there each year.  On January 26, thousands of 



volts of electricity shot through Luis Nevarez' body.  The Tulare firefighter lost his left 

arm in the accident.  Many of these individuals don't have the resources available to them 

that others do.  That's where our fundraisers and our foundation steps in.  One of those 

fundraisers is called "Fill the Helmet".  Firefighters kicked off the campaign last week at 

Grizzlies stadium.  We use the dollars that are raised to help put patients' families up in 

motels.  We also use it to provide transportation. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

We know that not only is care very expensive, but one emergency room visit costs more 

than one year's premium for healthy families.  But it's also late and that often causes other 

health risks.  Program officials say many parents don't sign up their children because they 

don't know the help is available.  Tonight Action News anchor Gene Haagenson took a 

closer look at why the Health Families Program is struggling to enroll children in the 

Valley. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/21/02, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

People from all across the Valley poured through the gates this morning for the second 

annual "Hispanic family day at the zoo".  The event is designed to encourage people who 

qualify to enroll their children in "healthy families".  Healthy families are a low cost 

health insurance program. 

  

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/22/02, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

An experimental gene therapy may provide heart patients an alternative to heart 

transplants and mechanical pumps.  Scientists at UC San Diego have developed a 

treatment to target a gene in malfunctioning heart muscle cells.  They say human trials 

could begin in 12 to 18 months.  

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 7/24/02, LENGTH :30 SEC. ,LOCAL 

Millions of Americans have what's known as dry eye syndrome.  Some north Texas 

doctors are hoping an experimental treatment will provide the relief patients are looking 

for.  Ophthalmologist Dr McCulley reports it occurs as people age.  It's more common in 

women in their 40's and above, which gave us the idea a long time ago that there must be 

some hormonal connection. UT Southwestern ophthalmologist James McCulley is testing 

an experimental eye drop that replaces some of those missing hormones. 

  

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/10/02, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

A study by the Environmental Working Group, "Coming Clean" and "Health Care 

without Harm", found 72 percent of the 72 products tested showed the presence of 

phthalates.  But only one of them listed it on the label.  Phthalates are found in chemicals 

linked to birth defects in the male reproductive system.  For a list of products which 

contain the chemicals, log onto our website at www.abc30.com. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/12/02, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

Borrowing from idle funds, using those to help cushion the blow to make sure you keep 

important public services like health care and education in place as we work things out.  

World com and Enron are getting in trouble for what the state is doing.  If a Fortune 500 



company cooked the books like the state cooked the books the SEC would put those 

executives in jail.  The state Senate passed the plan last month and it is now stalled in the 

Assembly. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 8/01/02, LENGTH :24 SEC. LOCAL 

Children who are eligible for government health care aren't getting it.  A report released 

today shows nearly five million youngsters are entitled to receive help under Medicaid 

and the children's health insurance program.  The Robert Wood Johnson foundation, 

which sponsored the study.  It wants parents to know what help is available, and wants 

states to simplify enrollment.  

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/02/02, LENGTH 1:26 MIN.,LOCAL 

Are there shortcuts to getting in shape?  New diets and books say yes.  Some experts say 

just minutes in the morning can whip you into shape, but well find out what doctors have 

to say in this segment of HealthWatch. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/03/02, LENGTH :37 SEC.,LOCAL 

The Democrats are accusing Republicans of killing a prescription drug plan.  That comes 

after a Democrat-backed proposal for a Medicare drug benefit was defeated earlier this 

week.  Forty years ago, Republicans fought against establishing Medicare with every 

ounce of their strength and ability.  They called it socialized medicine, and they said it 

would destroy the American Health care system. 

 

NEWCAST 5PM, 8/03/02,LENGTH :1:25 MIN., LOCAL 

According to the Annals of Emergency Medicine, there are more than 100 million 

emergency room visits in the United States.  This overcrowding has led to long wait 

times, dissatisfied patients and unhappy medical personnel.  Choosing a walk-in, or 

urgent care center over the ER, however, may help solve the crisis. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/04/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Research shows up to 80 percent of women suffer from the “baby blues” in the first few 

weeks after delivery, nationally, up to 15 percent of pregnancies result in postpartum 

depression.  Left untreated, it can impair the relationship between mom and baby.  Now 

more help is available for women. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/05/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

At least 25 percent of all pregnancies in the United States end in miscarriage.  Doctors 

say many of these can be prevented with a few simple lifestyle changes and by planning.  

In fact, a simple checklist can turn a potentially risky pregnancy into one with a happy 

ending. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/07/02,LENGTH 1:25 MIN., LOCAL 

Around 5 million people in the United States suffer from chronic, non-healing wounds, 

many of them elderly or diabetics.  These wounds often result in amputation.  Now a new 

treatment lets patients help themselves. 

 



NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/09/02, LENGTH 1:29 MIN., LOCAL 

You may notice the outward signs first -- the tremors and stiffness are classic signs of 

Parkinson’s disease.  Medications to treat the disease often end up causing drug-induced 

involuntary tremors.  Hear what doctors are calling surprising results of a slightly 

different approach to an old treatment. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/11/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Step on a crack and you’ll break your mother’s back is one bit of ancient folklore we’ve 

all heard.  Doctors say, although not quite as silly, many myths in the medical world are 

just as far-fetched.  Two doctors dispelled some of these common myths and helped us 

get the story straight. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/12/02, LENGTH 1:28 MIN., LOCAL 

Half a million Americans are born with cerebral palsy.  It’s caused by a brain injury at 

birth and while it varies in severity, the main symptom is poor movement control.  People 

with CP have to go through regular physical therapy to keep their muscles from 

stiffening.  Now, a unique doctors offers unique therapy that replaces monotony with fun. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 8/13/02, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

For some American patients, it's a life and death question.  What kind of hospital 

provides the best care, public or private?  ABC's Avis Favaro has an intriguing look at a 

recent health care study of 26,000 American hospitals and 38 million American patients, 

published in a Canadian medical journal.  The study says more patients die when they are 

treated at private for-profit hospitals. 

            

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/14/02,LENGTH 1:26 MIN., LOCAL 

We hear about how important mental health is, but we usually only associate it with 

adults.  Researchers are discovering that mental health problems might begin in infancy.  

When problems are caught early, it can make all the difference later in life. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/14/02, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

California has the highest number of veterans in the nation and soon, there will be new 

veterans homes built to meet their needs.  Governor Davis signed a package of bills 

which will build five new veterans homes, including one here in Fresno.  The projects 

will be paid for through federal funding and state bond money approved by voters in 

2000.  The governor says the vets gave their best years to our country, and they deserve 

quality health care in return. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 8/16/02, LENGTH 1:29 MIN., LOCAL 

A new study shows nearly 75 percent of heart patients use some kind of alternative 

medicine approach to help them heal.  But some of those alternative medicine are 

actually doing more harm than good. 

 



NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH  

We know that not only is care very expensive, but one emergency room visit costs more 

than one year's premium for healthy families.  Program officials say many parents don't 

sign up their children because they don't know the help is available. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

The controversy is over the use of the term "Hispanic" in a campaign ad Dennis Cardoza 

is running.  Critics say he's pandering to the Hispanic vote by calling himself something 

they say he's not.  The Cardoza for Congress ad appears inside the current edition of the 

Latino Times, a Stockton-based newspaper.  Cardoza hopes this focus on his heritage will 

soon shift to what he calls more important issues like social security, economic 

development and health care.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 

The Healthy Families Program should be an easy sell.  It's a bargain -- for just a few 

dollars a month, a child can have complete, medical, dental and vision coverage.  But a 

lot of parents aren't getting the message.  The state is hoping teachers will help.  The 

Healthy Kids Program should sell itself.  It's for children of parents who work, but don't 

have insurance for their kids.  

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 9/04/02, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

There's a new approach to help more than one million California children who don't have 

health insurance.  Teachers will now keep information about the "Healthy Families" 

program and share it at parent-teacher conferences and other events.  The program 

provides low cost health insurance for medical, dental, and vision care. 

                   

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/06/02, LENGTH :205 MIN., LOCAL 

Almost 39 million Americans don't have health insurance, including many in the San 

Joaquin Valley.  Often they can't afford badly needed prescription drugs.  A major 

pharmaceutical company is expanding a program to give more low-income Americans 

access to the medicines they need.  Unable to afford insurance, some qualified for free 

medicine through a program funded by Pfizer pharmaceuticals.  The new program is 

called Connection to Care, and it provides nearly 30 medications free of charge to low-

income patients.  To qualify, an individual must make $16,000 or less annually and 

families cannot earn more than $25,000 dollars.  Patients cannot have any existing 

prescription drug coverage to enroll, and they need to complete an application and 

provide proof of their income eligibility.  The program includes important medicines like 

Lipitor for high cholesterol and Zoloft for depression.  This doctor says its now easier for 

his patients to get the medicine they need. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/13/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Normally at this time many high school junior varsity football teams would be taking the 

field.  Today games, practices, and all outdoor activities were cancelled.  The Air 

Pollution Control District says the air is just too bad.  Smog hangs over the Valley like a 



thick blanket and air so polluted it's described as being unhealthful for everyone.  This is 

some of the worst air we've had all summer.  Some people will feel health effects.  At this 

level everyone will feel them, including healthy people who don't have any 

compromising to their respiration or heart system.  As a result, school districts throughout 

Fresno County were told to cancel all outdoor activities including games and practices 

until 7:30 tonight.  Hoover High's athletic director says this is the first time they've had to 

cancel a game because the air was too bad to play.  

 

ACTION NEWS  5PM, 9/18/02,LENGTH 1:30 MIN.,LOCAL 

Sixty million Americans suffer from some sort of heartburn.  Just because you have 

heartburn and have to adjust your diet, doesn’t mean you have to stop enjoying restaurant 

food. 

 

ACTION NEWS  5PM, 9/20/02, LENGTH 1:27 MIN., LOCAL 

This year, about 54,000 Americans will find out they have non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.  

Typically, only half of patients with a particular form of the disease respond to treatment.  

But doctors can now help even more patients survive. 

 

ACTION NEWS  5PM, 9/21/02, LENGTH 1:28 MIN.,LOCAL 

When eczema strikes, it means itchy red skin.  While medication can treat it, there are 

often side effects and they don’t prevent another outbreak.  Now a new treatment may 

take care of both problems. 

 

ACTION NEWS  5PM, 9/22/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

How parents can calm fear and get a better grasp of the care their child needs after their 

child is diagnosed with a chronic or potentially fatal illness. 

 

ACTION NEWS  5PM, 9/25/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

While there have been many medical advances for premature babies, researchers are 

finding by creating an artificial womb for the infant, the baby improves faster.  We tell 

you how it works and how babies are benefiting. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 9/28/02, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

Rebecca is characterized by a red face and neck and in extreme cases, inflammation.  

While there are medications to treat the inflammation, doctors say more help is needed to 

treat the redness.  Now a light may help where creams fail. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 9/29/02, LENGTH 1:27 MIN.,LOCAL 

Often when a woman finds a lump in her breast, she must undergo tests to determine if 

that lump is breast cancer.  Most biopsies are done with surgery and have a one to two 

week recovery period.  Now a new type of biopsy is done without surgery, is faster, safer, 

and requires minimal recovery time for patients. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT 5PM, 9/30/02, LENGTH 1:27 MIN.,LOCAL 

Each year, stroke kills more than 150,000 people.  Now, a new device under study can 

help clear out the causes of the problem in minutes. 



 

VALLEY FOCUS 8/04/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN.,  LOCAL 

Segment #1, #2 & #3: Central California Blood Center: Need For Blood/Pint For Pint 

Blood Drive/Bone Marrow.  Today's show focused on the Central California Blood bank 

and how you can give life to your community by giving blood at local blood centers.  The 

Central California Blood Center is the sole source of blood and blood products for the 30 

hospitals in our five-county area.  The president of the organization was here to tell us 

that there is a really easy and cool way to give blood.  It’s the annual ABC-30, Blood 

Center and Baskin-Robbins Pint-for-Pint Blood drive coming up next weekend at four 

locations.  We also heard a very inspiring story about a bone marrow transplant in a little 

girl and how the Central California Blood Center was able to help. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/18/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Community Medical Foundation: Community Medical Center Level 1 

Trauma and Burn Center.  Today's show focused on the Community Medical Foundation 

and the building of their new level one trauma and burn center.  They are working with 

the Fresno City Firefighters to help raise money for this much needed burn center.  We 

heard one true story of a local firefighter who was treated at University Medical Center’s 

Burn Center as he was leaving for home after a very long stay.  Segment #2: Community 

Medical Foundation: Fill The Helmet.  Community Medical Foundation became a 

sponsor along with ABC-30, of the Fresno City Firefighters' upcoming “Fill the Helmet” 

event.  Valley firefighters will be part of this fundraising event effort.  All the proceeds 

will benefit the building of Community Medical Center’s new Level 1 Trauma and Burn 

Center. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/18/02, 11:30 AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3 & #4: American Red Cross: General Information/Programs/Breakfast of 

Heroes.  The American Red Cross always appreciates those people that lend a helping 

hand.  In light of that and the anniversary of the tragic events of September 11
th

, they will 

honor local heroes at a breakfast to be held the morning of September 11
th

.  Gina 

Greenwood, Executive Director for the American Red Cross, joined us as she talked 

about this event and other programs and information that the Red Cross provides. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/25/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #4, Fighting Sun Damage: This Segment talked about the effects of sun damage 

and what can be done to improve your skin.  Elizabeth Walsh tells us that the sun was 

damaging her skin, but she fights back in the kitchen by eating a diet she says is rich in 

fish and rejuvenated her skin.  She learned about eating skin healthy foods from 

dermatologist Nicholas Perricon.  He’s authored a new diet book that makes a fairly 

dramatic claim.  The diet is big on fish because it’s high in oil and protein.  But some 

doctors are skeptical and say that it cannot get rid of wrinkles or change the aspect of the 

skin.  For those still interested, Dr. Perricon’s book, "The Perricon Prescription” is now 

on the shelves in bookstores.  

 



OPRAH, 4PM, 7/05/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

How’s Your Heart? - Heart disease kills women at an alarming rate.  The statistics are 

chilling; predicting that one out of every two women will actually die from the disease.  It 

can strike women as young as their thirties and forties.  Oprah talked with medical expert 

Dr. Judith Reich about heart disease.  She also shared the difference in heart attack 

symptoms between the sexes and describes the warning signs that women should look 

for. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 7/18/02, LENGTH 1HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Emotional Eating Follow-Up – In January, Oprah challenged viewers to stop using food 

to feed their feelings, take time to face their emotions, and fight the fat.  On this show, 

Oprah welcomed fitness trainer Bob Greene back to the show to salute some inspiring 

weight loss champions who explained how they faced their own personal challenges to 

drop the weight.  

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 7/22/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Michael J. Fox joined Oprah for an emotional hour-long conversation about his life, his 

career, his Parkinson’s disease and mission to find a cure.  Oprah asked Fox to describe 

how he felt when he was first diagnosed with the progressive disease for which there is 

no cure.  Fox explained that it is often the medications that people see rather than the 

symptoms of his illness.  He also revealed how he kept his disease a secret from the 

public, and the movie role that almost exposed his secret years before he was ready. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 7/24/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

De-Stressing Your Life – Oprah talked with Dr. Martha Beck, a women with a blueprint 

to stress-free living.  She shared her advice for busy people who want help getting a 

handle on their everyday, stress-filled schedules, and she teaches them how to better 

organize their time and really simplify their lives.  

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/21/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

What To Feed Your Heart - Oprah talked with Dr. Dean Ornish, whose program has 

healed thousand of hearts.  He asserts that you can feel the results in just ten days and 

you’ll have more energy, less pain, less stress, and lose weight, too.  Learn what foods 

should you limit and what foods can fill you up.  

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/28/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Baby ER – Oprah shared some amazing stories of infant survival in the emergency room.  

We took you through a day in the life of a neonatal intensive care unit doctor, and we 

shared the inspiring stories on how some dedicated doctors and nurses care for premature 

babies and their parents.  

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 7/7/02, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

Health Care - Preventive health care is critical to ward off future diseases.  Yet Latinos 

resist visiting a doctor unless they’re sick.  In Atlanta, Georgia, breast cancer survivor 

Venus Gines founded Dia De La Mujer Latino Incorporated to help foster greater health 

awareness within the Hispanic community. 



 

HISPANICS TODAY, 8/25/02, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

Hispanic Senior Citizens - In this segment, we learned Latinos age 65 and over are three 

times more likely to live in poverty.  As they age, many elderly Latinos face unique 

hardships relating to finances, such as paying for quality health care, maintaining 

affordable housing and having enough money to make ends meet.  

 

 

FAMILY & PARENTING ISSUES 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 07/02/02  

A lot of families who rely on the state to help pay for child care could be affected by 

California’s budget stalemate.  Many low-income families who rely on the subsidized 

childcare could be left footing the bill or having to take their kids out of daycare if a 

budget isn't passed soon.  By law, the state cannot make payments to daycare centers for 

the subsidized care, unless a budget is in place.  The deadline was Sunday at midnight.  

Assemblywoman Sarah Reyes, who voted for the budget, says the stalemate can affect 

you even if you don't have kids. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/10/02, LENGTH 2:10 MIN., LOCAL 

It is almost impossible to imagine what it would be like to do without water, on a day like 

today, even for a short while.  But some residents faced that situation as they waited for 

water to be delivered to their homes.  More than 100 residents of the Arcade Trailer Park 

found the notices posted on their homes.  Management told them that bacteria had gotten 

into the wells and contaminated the drinking water.  They are working now to make the 

water safe to drink again, but it will be sometime tomorrow before the system is free of 

bacteria; until then people must depend on bottle water.  That was something many 

residents didn't have on hand and they had to wait for some to be brought in. 

 

NEWSCAST   5PM, 7/11/02 

A trailer park in Los Banos is home to hundreds of low-income families.  Many work in 

the fields.  But resident Alicia Galan claims she's being forced to move because she 

spoke out about the substandard living conditions.  Galan and her family live in an 

apartment on the property, sometimes paying up to $500 rent.  She says when new 

owners took over last year, conditions became an eyesore.  Her home is riddled with 

problems.  The floor and the ceilings have holes and a section of the ceiling is caving in.  

On the outside a broken sewer line is covered up, but residents say they can't cover up the 

smell.  Christina Flores runs a non-profit organization that helps low income families.  

She is trying to be a voice for the residents too scared to talk for fear of being deported.  

  

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/15/02, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

A new study done suggests changes made to the welfare system may be harming 

children's health.  Researchers compared three-year-olds and younger during emergency 

room visits.  They found a decrease in welfare benefits was associated with significantly 

higher hospitalization rates and nutrition problems.  The study involved almost 3,000 



children whose families reported receiving welfare, or having their benefits reduced or 

terminated. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/20/02, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

The politics of the state's budget problem could soon cause problems for low-income 

families.  Lawmakers say day care payments to parents and day care centers will soon be 

cut.  That's because state law says the state can't spend money if a budget isn't passed.  

The budget deadline was July first.  Governor Gray Davis will sign historic anti-pollution 

legislation tomorrow, which may signal major changes for the auto industry and the 

environment.  California is stepping ahead of the federal government on this issue.  

Automakers would have until 2009 to meet new emission standards, still to be set by state 

regulators.  The industry fiercely opposes the move, saying new technology will drive up 

the cost of cars for Californians. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/26/02, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

At gyms and ball parks everywhere you find kids playing sports, many with dreams of 

being the next sports super star.  But youth sports offer a whole lot more.  As part of our 

Children First special on Teams and Dreams, Action News sports anchor Richard 

Montano gives us a closer look at Little League baseball.  The education starts early, 

these kids are only five and within just a few years the game inspires dreams.  Some 

parents are trying to relive dreams and put too much pressure on them. 

  

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/15/02, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL  

A bill, which would allow foster parents to receive information about gays and lesbians, 

is raising concern among a family rights group.  The "Campaign for California Families" 

spoke out today in front of assemblywoman Sarah Reyes' Fresno offices.  The group says 

the assembly measure would promote homosexual behavior among foster children.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 8/18/02, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

Uninsured Valley families got a chance to get medical check-ups today.  The Tzu Chi 

Buddhist Compassion Relief Foundation sponsored a health fair in Fresno.  Child and 

adult physicals were provided, as well as vision and hearing screenings.  Physicians and 

nurses along with dozens of public agencies and nonprofit organizations volunteered the 

services. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/19/02, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

A rash of family tragedies in Fresno has prompted a new report on domestic violence.  

Two separate murder-suicides in the last three weeks have left five children without their 

parents.  The first shooting deaths occurred July 31st in southeast Fresno.  A 19-year-old 

man shot and killed his wife then turned the gun on himself; they left behind three 

children.  A 39-year-old man shot and killed his estranged wife in front of their two 

children and then shot himself.  Now the district attorney's "domestic violence death 

review team" has issued an interim report a year early.  Fresno County is the tenth largest 

county in the state but is fourth in domestic violence arrests. 

 



NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 8/27/02, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

This is the time of year when parents are dropping their kids off at school and no doubt 

the bill is on their minds.  The price of an education was going through the roof when the 

economy was booming and it's still climbing.  Mike Arena and his mother hoped they 

would never get to this point.  His goal of going to Northeastern University was 

threatened when both his parents lost their high-tech jobs and then lost money in the 

stock market.  Colleges are doing more to help.  Northeastern, which is a private 

university, increased its financial aid budget more than eight percent this year.  Aid 

counselors aggressively scout scholarships and loans. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LVIE, 8/27/02, LENGTH :15 SEC. LOCAL 

As mortgage rates dropped this year, five million Americans rushed to refinance their 

homes.  Many families put their newfound money elsewhere just as economic policy 

planners had hoped.  Kelly and Mike Foley and their three young children moved into a 

home near Hartford in June of last year.  They have refinanced not once, but twice: in 

December and again last week, cutting a full percentage point off.  Refinancing and 

strong home sales may not end anytime soon.  Economists forecast interest rates to 

remain this low until the end of the year.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 

The Health Families Program should be an easy sell.  It's a bargain.  For just a few dollars 

a month a child can have complete, medical, dental and vision coverage.  But a lot of 

parents aren't getting the message.  The state is hoping teachers will help.  The healthy 

kids program should sell itself.  It's for children of parents who work but don't have 

insurance for their kids.  

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 7/28/02, 11:30AM: 30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3: A Woman’s Place of Merced County: Women’s Shelter/Fundraising Dinner.  

Members from the Women’s Place of Merced County talked about their organization.  

Violence is one of the most serious issues we face in our communities.  The city and 

county of Fresno honored 13 victims of violent crimes last April.  They did it with a 

memorial quilt, woven with a patchwork of family memories of men, women and 

children whose lives were cut suddenly short.  Viewers were given a domestic violence 

number if they or someone they know is a victim of domestic violence.  All this is a part 

of Victim Rights Week. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 7/02/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Dr. Phil Helps Emotionally Cold and Distant Families - Dr. Phil McGraw joined Oprah to 

share his advice with people who need help displaying their love and affection.  We heard 

from a father who admits he is mean and belittling to his 5-year-old daughter.  

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 7/11/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

More Smart Kids – Oprah introduced us to some of the smartest people in the world, and 

they were children.  We met child prodigies like Greg Smith.  At the age of 10, he is 

enrolled in college.  And a 6-year-old is amazing audiences with his extraordinary 

musical gifts.  We also heard from a 12-year-old girl who earns 10 to 15 thousand dollars 



per painting.  We also met a talented teen that produced a new magazine on her own at 

age 11, and a kid inventor showed off her latest award-winning creation. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/08/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Adoption Stories – There are a half a million children waiting to be adopted in America.  

Oprah welcomed actress Melissa Gilbert who is the host of a remarkable new television 

series called “Adoption".  She shared her own story of being adopted. 

                  

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/16/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

When Should I Have a Baby? -- For years, women have been told that they could wait 

until 40 or later to have babies, but new studies say that might not be true for everyone.  

In fact, ambitious, young, career-minded women who also hope to have kids may be 

disappointed if they decide to spend a decade establishing their careers and wait until 35 

or beyond to start their families.  Oprah talked with women who say they are confused by 

this new information and others who were devastated to learn that their time to produce 

children had run out.  

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

Is The Media Your Child’s Other Parent? – Oprah asks the question how much time do 

your kids spend watching TV, playing video games, going to movies, or surfing the 

internet.  Oprah talked with parents who say they feel like they are in competition with an 

unseen parent:  the media.  We talked with one boy who set himself on fire after seeing a 

stunt on TV and a mom who shares her concerns about the 5-year-old who watches TV 

all day long.  We found out what can be done to about the media and your children. 

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 9/5/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR SYNDICATION 

Child Dangers Every Parent Should Know About – There are all sorts of dangers lurking 

in the world and Oprah shared some summer safety lessons that could help us all breathe 

a little easier.  We heard from actress Tracey Gold who shares the frightening story of 

how her son almost drowned in a pool last year.  We also heard about other potential 

summertime hazards to avoid and alert viewers to important safety measures every parent 

should know. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY 8/11/02, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

HISPANICS TODAY 9/22/02, 5:30AM & 11AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

Youth Issues – Teen Pregnancy – In this segment of Hispanics Today, we learned that 

two out of five teenage girls become pregnant.  For Latina teens, the rate is three out of 

five.  This report profiles Evelinda Diaz, a young mom, and Joanna Otero Cruz, a 

coordinator for a Philadelphia-based program that helps young mothers get back on their 

feet. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/01/02, LENGTH :40 SEC., LOCAL 

In the struggling economy, many Americans have taken refuge by investing in the real 

estate market and prices have soared.  The Fresno area is no exception.  The state real 

estate commission says prices have jumped an average of more than 14 percent in the 

past year, higher in the northeast and in Clovis.  But some experts are warning those 



highest priced markets may be in for a drop.  Federal reserve chairman Alan Greenspan 

insists there is no national housing bubble about to burst, but real estate analysts say 

homes in one-third of this country's major metropolitan areas are overpriced.  While the 

Fresno area is also offering move-up opportunities, the price increases are leaving some 

behind.  Last year 53 percent of the families were able to afford a median priced home.  

This year that has dropped to 46 percent. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/02/02, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

President Bush traveled to Pennsylvania this Labor Day to spread his message of creating 

more jobs for Americans.  Part of making sure we have a strong America is 

understanding there are some people who want to find work but can't.  Therefore, we’re 

not as strong as we should be.  A strong America is where there’s economic security.  We 

want people working.  The president told families he’s focused on reviving the shaky 

economy.  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/03/02, LENGTH ;30 SEC. LOCAL 

You could be asked for a donation on the way in to work tomorrow morning.  

Firefighters will be at busy intersections in Fresno and Tulare Counties filling their 

helmets with money.  The cash will go to help burn victims at University Medical Center 

in Fresno.  Four thousand, two hundred people are treated there each year.  On January 

26, thousands of volts of electricity shot through Luis Nevarez' body.  The Tulare 

firefighter lost his left arm in the accident.  Many of these individuals don't have the 

resources available to them that others do.  That's where our fundraisers and our 

foundation steps in.  One of those fundraisers is called "fill the helmet".  Firefighters 

kicked off the campaign last week at  Grizzlies stadium.  The money raised is used to 

help put patients' families up in motels.  It is also used to provide transportation to get 

back and forth. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 

We know that not only is care very expensive, but one emergency room visit costs more 

than one year's premium for healthy families.  Program officials say many parents don't 

sign up their children because they don't know the help is available.  Action News anchor 

Gene Haagenson took a closer look at why the Health Families Program is struggling to 

enroll children in the Valley. 

  

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 9/04/02, LENGTH 2:06 MIN., LOCAL 

ABC-30 and the Burn Center joined forces and Valley firefighters woke up extra early 

this morning for a special fundraiser for local burn victims.  For three hours, thousands of 

Valley drivers helped to make the "Fill the Helmet" campaign a success.  The Burn 

Center's next fundraiser is the chili cook off. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/04/02, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

A program designed to help families get affordable health insurance wants to get the 

word out.  More than 562,000 children are enrolled in Healthy Families Program 

statewide.  Only 35,840 are enrolled here in the Valley.  Thousands more are eligible. 



 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/05/02, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

A film about Valley skateboarders also has some scenes that are causing quite a stir.  The 

movie "Ken Park" is about four dysfunctional families in Visalia.  Several local teens 

were recruited to play key roles, including the lead role.  City leaders were upset over 

several sex scenes, some of which were so explicit, even some movie critics were startled 

to see them. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/06/02, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

Almost 39 million Americans don't have health insurance, including many in the San 

Joaquin Valley.  Often they can't afford badly needed prescription drugs.  A major 

pharmaceutical company is expanding a program to give more low-income Americans 

access to the medicines they need.  It's a bitter pill to swallow.  Lack of insurance and 

low incomes are keeping millions of American families from getting the best health care.  

People like Arlene Correll, who needs expensive drugs to control her diabetes. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 9/09/02, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Many Hmong families may be keeping their children home from school.  It's in protest to 

what they say is Fresno Unified's lack of Hmong teachers.  Some Hmong families at 

Wolters elementary in northeast Fresno sent a letter to Superintendent Santiago Wood in 

July.  They said they would keep their children home beginning today, if the district did 

not address their concerns  

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 9/13/02, LENGTH 1:48 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno police say two of Fresno’s largest gangs have Cambodian roots so later this month 

police plan to meet with Cambodian community leaders to find a solution to all the 

violence.  It is this kind of senseless shooting within the Asian community that Fresno 

police are trying to prevent.  Yesterday members of the M-A-G-E-C unit and other 

officers served 16 search warrants throughout Fresno.  The goal: to link two major Asian 

gangs to 8 shootings since May.  It is Action News policy not to reveal gang names 

because of the notoriety they crave.  Officers found six weapons and other items showing 

gang affiliation.  Nine gang members were taken in for questioning.  The police 

department is really excited about starting up the dialogue and learning how to be more 

effective within the Asian community. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/14/02, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

A celebration of adoption today at Woodward Park.  Nearly one hundred families took 

part in the 21st annual adoptive family picnic.  The Infant of Prague adoption agency puts 

on the event.  The goal is to bring adoptive families together and just to have a good time. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 9/17/02, LENGTH :14 SEC., LOCAL 

Buying school clothes and supplies can be expensive ... especially for families having a 

hard time making ends meet.  Local volunteers stepped in to help.  It's amazing what 

something new can do for a child ... especially one who knows what it's like to do 

without.  Thousands of Fresno kids received a boost in their self-esteem today courtesy of 

some giving volunteers.  Volunteers found children who were in need of school supplies.  



This random act of kindness went over big with the kids.  Since 1990, the Assistance 

League of Fresno has helped clothe more than 6,500 Fresno students.  With help from the 

schools, they identified more than a thousand elementary children who needed new 

clothes.  Each received two full sets of clothing, including socks, underwear, a jacket, 

tennis shoes and a hygiene kit. 

 

 

WOMEN’S ISSUES 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 7/10/02, LENGTH :15 SEC., LOCAL 

Finally, it's the night 51 young women have been waiting for.  They're contestants in the 

2002 Miss California pageant.  The competition began tonight in downtown Fresno.  The 

pageant has a definite theme of patriotism, with the young ladies making a sea of red, 

white and blue.  A new Miss California will be crowned Saturday night. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE 7/11/02, LENGTH 2:23 MIN., LOCAL 

Anti-abortion activists are now targeting women who have abortions as well as doctors 

who perform them.  The activists photograph the women outside the clinics and publish 

the photos on the Internet.  This public shaming of women is a new tactic.  Protesters 

outside a Denver clinic are using the same tactics they've used for years -- accosting 

women coming in for abortions, trying to change their minds.  Photos are then posted on 

the website, operated by anti-abortion activist Neal Horsley from his home in Georgia.  A 

lawsuit filed by doctors who claim a similar website put their lives in danger is working 

its way through the courts.  Even though Horsley's site does not list names and addresses, 

some fear for patient safety. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 7/03/02, LENGTH 1:42 MIN., LOCAL 

A new technology is helping a growing number of women have their breast cancer 

detected and treated early.  But for those whose cancer is diagnosed late, treatment can be 

a long and difficult road.  Now, hot water can make the road a little smoother.  Patients 

get chemotherapy with drugs encapsulated inside fat globules called liposomes.  The 

patient lies down on a table placing her breast in a pool of warm water.  The warmth 

draws the liposomes to the tumor, and stimulates release of the drug.  Using this therapy, 

we were able to really avoid getting high levels of chemotherapy in the tissues that 

weren't affected by cancer. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/17/02, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

A new birth control called the Nuva-Ring is now being stocked in pharmacies 

nationwide.  It releases a continuous low dosage of estrogen and progestin, the hormones 

found in most birth control pills.  But the Nuva-Ring is inserted and removed monthly.  

When used correctly, it is 98 to 99 percent effective. 

 

NEWSCAST 6PM, 7/21/02, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

People from all across the Valley poured through the gates this morning for the second 

annual "Hispanic family day at the zoo."  The event is designed to encourage people who 



qualify to enroll their children in "Healthy Families."  Healthy Families is a low-cost 

health insurance program. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/03/02, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

In Berkeley, hundreds of mothers and their babies gathered to raise awareness for 

breastfeeding.  The group tried to beat the world record for simultaneous suckling.  The 

number to beat was 767, set by a group of women in Australia.  The group points out 

several recent studies have shown the benefits of breast milk for babies.  The studies say 

breastfeeding reduces a woman's risk of breast cancer and may increase the baby's 

intelligence. 

 

NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/20/02, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

A woman's right to an abortion may soon be guaranteed in California.  Even if the federal 

government overturns "Roe versus Wade", a bill strengthening a woman's right to choose 

is headed to the governor's desk.  One of the other controversial provisions in the bill 

allows nurses and physician assistants to administer "RU-487" which causes drug-

induced abortions.  Critics say women face serious health risks, unless a doctor dispenses 

the drug.  The bill's author says the drug is safer than surgical abortions. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 8/28/02,LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

Young women from all over the state have gathered in Fresno.  They're competing for the 

Miss California USA and Miss California Teen USA titles.  The swimsuit and evening 

gown competitions were held last night.  The finals are tomorrow night.  Winners will 

represent California during the Miss USA contest coming up in March. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 9/04/02, LENGTH  1:59 SEC., LOCAL 

Some good news for parents of teenagers.  A new survey shows when it comes to 

delaying sex, teens listen to their mothers more than their friends.  But as Jane Watrel 

reports, it takes more than just talk to keep your teen from becoming sexually active.  

More and more teens are becoming sexually active.  A growing problem for parents.  

What to do?  A new study published in the Journal of Adolescent Health posed that 

question to more than two thousand mothers and their teenagers.  It found moms can be a 

major influence in their teens' sexual behavior -- but not by giving lectures.  The survey 

found gender differences.  Girls whose mothers had higher levels of education were less 

likely to initiate sex.  Boys who felt close to their mothers delayed sexual activity.  Most 

all teens, however, put up barriers.  Four out of ten young women becoming pregnant at 

least once before the age of 20, the study tells mothers they're a more powerful influence 

than they might think. 

 

NEWSCAST MIDDAY, 9/10/02, LENGTH 2:18 MIN., LOCAL 

A day of enrichment and awareness took place in downtown Fresno.  Hundreds of 

women participated in workshops and a luncheon, featuring keynote speaker Peggy 

Fleming.  The Central California Women's Conference is sponsored by ABC-30. 

 



NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/16/02, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

A government task force is recommending that older women should see their doctor more 

often in order to prevent osteoporosis.  The panel of health experts says women -- 65 and 

older -- should be screened at least every five years.  Women at higher risk for the bone 

weakening disease should begin routine testing at age 60.  About ten million Americans, 

80 percent of them women, have osteoporosis.  It leads to more than 1.5 million broken 

bones each year. 

 

NEWSCAST 5PM, 9/25/02, LENGTH: :27 SEC. , LOCAL 

A new bundle of joy is costing some California women an extra bundle of cash.  But a 

new law will prohibit insurance companies from charging co-payments when women go 

to the hospital to have a baby.  Federal law prohibits employer based insurance groups 

from charging extra co-payments for pregnancy.  The new law closes the loophole for 

Californians who pay their own health plans.  The measure is expected to boost insurance 

rates by about a dollar a person.  It will take effect January first. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 9/25/02, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 

Here's an interesting comment from the Center for Women and Democracy at the 

University of Washington.  It says the best way to fight terrorism is to elect more women 

worldwide.  The center is helping women get elected.  Members are on their way to 

Morocco to offer campaign strategies to women running for political office in that 

country.  Sixty-two Moroccan women are running for Parliament.  Right now, only two 

women and 323 men hold seats in Morocco's Parliament. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 7/28/02, 11:30AM, :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1 & #2: 15
th

 Annual Central California Women’s Conference:  Today's show 

talked about the Central California Women’s Conference, a conference for women of all 

ages who want to learn more about their careers and business.  They are women who 

want to enhance their personal development and to enrich their lives.  Guest speaker 

Kelly Randolph also joined us.  Her workshop at the conference is called “Common 

Sense Self-Defense.  Viewers were encouraged to call for more information on this 

workshop and the women’s conference. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/04/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #4: Marjaree Mason Center: Top Ten Business & Professional Women of the 

Year.  We were joined by Tim Reese, executive director.  He talked about the Marjaree 

Mason Center and how they will hold their annual Top Ten Business and Professional 

Women of the Year awards luncheon in October.  There is still time to nominate the 

woman you feel has made a difference in this community and in their business. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 7/28/02, 11:30AM: 30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3: A Woman’s Place of Merced County: Women’s Shelter/Fundraising Dinner.  

Members from the Women’s Place of Merced County talked about their organization.  

Violence is one of the most serious issues we face in our communities.  The city and 

county of Fresno honored 13 victims of violent crimes last April.  They did it with a 

memorial quilt, woven with a patchwork of family memories of men, women and 



children whose lives were cut suddenly short.  Viewers were given a domestic violence 

number if they or someone they know is a victim of domestic violence.  All this is a part 

of Victim Rights Week. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/25/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3, Merced College: Merced Women’s Conference.  This segment focused on 

Merced College and their annual Merced Women’s Conference that they host every year.  

Merced College sets high standards to encourage students to reach their potential in a 

nurturing environment.  Merced College claims they are known by the success of their 

students.  

 

OPRAH, 7/10/02, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR., SYNDICATION 

What younger women and older women think about sex -- Older women and younger 

women have an open and honest discussion about sex.  Baby boomers brought about 

birth control, abortion rights, and made divorce more acceptable for women.  As a result 

of these changes, many young women in their twenties now feel more empowered by 

their sexuality and are taking things to a whole new level. 

 

OPRAH, 7/15/02, 4PM, LENGTH 1HR., SYNDICATION 

Age-defying makeovers – Oprah welcomes some women who are already well known for 

their own age-defying looks, including 52-year-old Victoria Principal, 51-year-old Jane 

Seymour, and 50-year-old supermodel Beverly Johnson.  They shared tips for looking 

and feeling younger, and Oprah gave them the task of making over some ladies who feel 

younger than they look.  

 

OPRAH, 4PM, 8/12/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

What You Need To Know About Rape -- On today’s Oprah show, some shocking truths 

about rape.  We told you how the justice system is failing rape victims around the 

country, and why thousands of rapists are walking free because of it.  Experts gave us 

advice on the best strategies you can use to convince your assailant to let you go.  We 

also alerted the public to some prevalent rape scams that could be happening in your 

community. 

 

 

MICELLANEOUS 

 

ABC 30 LISTENS FORUMS  

ABC aired :30 promos throughout the quarter for viewers to contact ABC-30 Listens toll-

free, write to us at the station, or go online and get a chance to share ideas on how Action 

News can focus on the issues that are important to the community.  Channel 30 then 

hosted a Forum (non-broadcast) and invited anyone in the community who might want to 

express their concerns.  A City Forum was held in Mendota on July 11
th

, in Mariposa on 

August 21
st
 and at Bullard High School for North/Northwest on September 19

th
. 

 



NEWSCAST 11PM, 8/31/02, LENGTH 1:50 MIN., LOCAL 

The United Farm Workers union is celebrating its 40th anniversary at a convention in 

Fresno this weekend.  They're also hoping to soon be celebrating a legislative victory.  

It’s all up to the governor.  The United Farm Workers Union is 40 years strong.  Since 

1962, leaders like Cesar Chavez and Delores Huerta have organized rallies and marched 

tirelessly across California promoting farm worker justice with the "Si se puede" 

philosophy.  Improvements have been made, but they haven't come easy.  The UFW 

convention in Fresno is a time to reflect on those accomplishments and plan for the 

future.  One of the biggest changes for farm workers is in Governor Gray Davis’s hands 

now.  It's a bill that, if signed, would allow farm workers who vote for a union the 

opportunity to negotiate a contract with growers.  The bill requires mandatory mediation 

when contract negotiations drag.  Twelve hundred people from across the United States 

are expected to attend this weekend's convention taking place in downtown Fresno. 

 

NEWSCAST AM LIVE, 7/31/02, LENGTH 1:15 MIN.,LOCAL 

During the first-ever foreign trip of his papacy, Pope John Paul II went to Mexico.  For 

that reason, many Mexican Catholics have felt a special tie to this leader of the Catholic 

Church.  In 1979, in Mexico, the Pope strummed a guitar with mariachis and donned a 

sombrero at a bullfighting ring.  But because of ongoing health problems, this visit has 

been more subdued.  In Mexico City, the Pope was greeted like a hero.  But his ailing 

condition was again apparent when the 82-year-old pontiff could not stand on his own. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/22/02, 11:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #4: Fresno Reel Pride 2002: International Gay and Lesbian film festival.  This 

segment focus on the Fresno Reel Pride 2002 film event in Fresno.  Building on the last 

year’s success, this year’s festival promises to offer audiences even more films, star 

appearances, events, and receptions as they gather to celebrate the very best in gay and 

lesbian cinema. 

 

OPRAH 4PM, 8/29/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

How I Managed With Hardly Any Money – Oprah talked to people who out of necessity 

have learned valuable lessons about living on a very limited income, from college 

students struggling to make ends meet, to a dot-com entrepreneur whose website went 

from boom to bust.  Financial experts answered questions from audience members about 

how to make the smartest choices when spending their money. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 7/28/02, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

Digital Divide In Business – In this segment, Hispanics today spoke to leaders of 

business and technology to understand why Hispanic business is still falling behind in 

technology and what can be done about it. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 8/11/02, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 

ATF Agent -  Edgar Domenich heads New York City’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

Firearms.  Domenich encourages Latinos to consider a career in government and law 

enforcement 

 



AMERICAN HEROES 7/27/02, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Most heroes are defined by a lifetime of giving rather than a split second decision to risk 

it all.  Our stories will profile teachers, doctors, housewives, retirees -- people from all 

walks of life who have one thing in common:  when they say the need arises, they didn’t 

hesitate to help. 

 

 

PSA LIST 

 

SEASONAL PSA LIST AS OF 9/12: 

LENGTH TITLE      TIMES AIRED 
 

:30  HISPANIC CHAMBER MEMEBERSHIP   APRX. 19 

:30  GIRL SCOUTS: LAW    APRX..12 

:30  GIRL SCOUTS: MAKE A DIFFERENCE  APRX. 4 

:30  CHILDREN'S TV REPORT     APRX. 2 

:30   RED CROSS (GRACE)    APRX. 21 

:30  AD FED/DO THE ZOO/ELEPHANTS  APRX. 17 

:30  AD FED/DO THE ZOO/KANGAROO  APRX. 19 

:30   RED CROSS      APRX. 37 

:30  MAKE A WISH     APRX. 20 

:20  MAKE A WISH     APRX. 49 

:30  MET/SUE EXHIBIT     APRX. 20 

:30   HISTORICAL SOCIETY     APRX. 391 

:30  TASTE OF THE TOWN     APRX. 121 

:30  RED CROSS (NETWORK)    APRX. 6 

:30  RED CROSS (NETWORK)    APRX. 5 

:30  BLOOD CENTER      APRX. 65 

:30  FIESTA DES LOS NINOS (PARENTS)  APRX. 110 

:15  TOP TEN PROFFESIONAL WOMEN  APRX. 114 

:30  FRESNO PD RED LIGHT RUNNERS  APRX. 20 

:30  FRIENDSHIP GAMES    APRX. 20 

:30  WOMENS CONFERENCE    APRX. 246 

:15  FIG GARDEN FIG GIG    APRX. 50 

:30  FILL THE HELMET (BURN UNIT)   APRX. 126 

:30  BREAKFAST OF HEREOS 9/11   APRX. 116 

:30  HARVEST BALL     APRX. 12 

 


