
WSBE-TV Quarterly Issues & Programs List 
January 2017 – March 2017 
 
The Rhode Island PBS Foundation has determined that the following issues were of importance 
to the Rhode Island community during the past three months, and has broadcast the following 
programming to address those issues. 
 

QPTR Category:  Arts 
 
Double Feature: Presented by RI Film Festival, Fridays at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
This one-hour series showcases the art of the short film and the artists who create them. Each 
week, doubleFEATURE presents award-winning short films that have made their world 
premiere or been screened at a recent Rhode Island International Film Festival (RIIFF). In 
addition, between the short films, interviews with filmmakers and industry professionals behind 
the camera lens are conducted by RIIFF Executive Director George T. Marshall, Director of the 
RI Film and Television Office Steven Feinberg, as well as independent filmmaker and RIIFF 
Program Director Shawn Quirk. 
 
NetWorks #702, Saturday 1/7/17 at noon, 60 minutes 
NetWorks #701, Saturday 3/18/17 at 11:00 pm, 60 minutes 
Since 2008, a unique Rhode Island arts project has proliferated through collaboration between 
two friends, one an art collector and the other an artist. "NetWorks" was created to document, 
celebrate, and foster the richly creative and diverse Rhode Island artistic community. Each year, 
at least a dozen local artists are profiled in their studios or preferred work spaces, as they 
describe in their own words what inspires them. 
 

QPTR Category:  Biography 
 
A Road to the Alamo: The Albert Martin Story, Thursday, 1/12/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
This is the story of the little known Rhode Island connection to the uprising at the Alamo in 
Texas. It's told by Rhode Island filmmaker Francis Leazes, Jr. who recreates the life of this little-
known Alamo hero, who was born in Providence, Rhode Island, and died at the Alamo on March 
6, 1836. The film explains why Martin was at the Alamo and details the forces that drove his 
father Joseph S. Martin to move his family to Texas, a lethal decision.  
 
The Amazing Life and Times of Austin T. Levy, Thursday, 2/2/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
The enormous impact and prolific legacy is told of visionary entrepreneur Austin T. Levy (1880-
1951).  He lived, worked, and dreamed of a better life for his friends and neighbors in Northwest 
Rhode Island during the first half of the 20th century. 

 
American’s Forgotten Heroine: Ida Lewis, Keeper of the Light, Saturday, 3/25/17 at noon, 60 
minutes 
The telling of Ida Lewis’ intriguing life story includes her myriad decisions which led to a life of 
both fame and isolation, and her unexpected celebrity in Newport and across the U.S. The 
documentary provides an intimate portrayal of Ida’s life from age 15 to 69 (from 1857 to 1911) 



and the passion and moral fiber she brought to her work as a lighthouse keeper and unlikely 
heroine. 
 

QPTR Category:  Black History 
 
Where They Slept, on Learn 36.2, 3/14/17, 8:30 pm, 30 mins. 
Salve Regina University Cultural and Historic Preservation students join historian and 
preservationist Joseph McGill overnight at Smith’s Castle in North Kingstown, RI to examine 
where slaves lived in the 17th and 18th centuries on the site. 
 
 

QPTR Category:  Community Politics, Government 
 
A Lively Experiment 
Four guest panelists debate and discuss current events and topics of local importance in this 
weekly political affairs program. Moderated by Dyana Koelsch, the revolving panel of guests 
includes news reporters and newsmakers, opinion leaders and academics, political analysts and 
politicians. 
 
1/1/17 Topics: A LOOK BACK AT 2016 AND PREDICTIONS FOR 2017. 
Top local story of 2016; Top National Story of 2016; Best and worst political moment of 2016; 
Biggest winner of the past year; Biggest loser of the past year; Only in Rhode Island moment; 
People to watch in 2017; 2017 predictions 
1/6/17 New roles for Rep’s Shekarchi and Morgan; Speaker Mattiello’s priority to eliminate car 
tax; State faces $110M deficit; UHIP debacle. Legalizing marijuana in R.I.  
1/13/17 UHIP problems continue and Governor Raimondo takes action; Obamacare, 
implications for Rhode Island; Brown University shines light on repeal and replacement; Rep. 
Lally pays ethics fine; President-elect Trumps speech and Obama’s farewell speech 
1/20/17 Governor Raimondo’s State of the State Address: Free Tuition / interview with Gary 
Sasse - Car tax - Minimum wage; Governor’s decision not to attend inauguration; Presidential 
Inauguration  
1/27/17 Ray Gallison pleads guilty to nine felonies - third representative to be charged criminally 
in 11 days - interview with Common Cause's John Marion; Former Providence Mayor Joe 
Paolino to purchase St. Joseph’s Hospital building for homeless; East Greenwich councilman 
faces the blowback after a Tweet about the women's marches; Trump's first week in office - 
including a flurry of executive orders aimed at EPA and other agencies - interview with Jen 
Duffy, Senior Editor, The Cook Political Report 
2/3/17 38 Studios, $16M proposed settlement with First Southwest; Trump Supreme Court 
nominee Neil Gorsuch, interview with Dr. William Hudson, political science professor at 
Providence College about how far will Democrats push and will Republicans push back 
2/10/17 Free college tuition - Mattiello and Theresa Paiva Weed not on same page. Raimondo 
continues her high school rally tour; progressive coalition of Democrats in the House pushing an 
agenda that includes mandatory sick time, $15 minimum `living’ wage, school building repairs, 
and car tax phase out. Interview with Donald Anderson of the RI Council of Churches about 
offering sanctuary to undocumented/illegal immigrants. 



2/24/17 Former Gov. Lincoln Chafee’s support of President Trump and criticism of Governor 
Raimondo; Political impact of the UHIP and DMV computer scandals; Rhode Islanders’ 
perceptions of the economy; The governor’s economic summit and the push for free college 
tuition; An interview with Naval War College Professor Marc Genest on the new National 
Security Adviser H.R. McMaster 
3/3/17 38 Studios – release of documents; Free college tuition – the seemingly increasing divide 
between Speaker Mattiello and Governor Raimondo; State of R.I. still coming up with tourism 
plan; Trump’s address to Congress  
3/10/17 38 Studios and State Police Col. Assumpico’s surprising press conference; State House 
drinking; Mayor Elorza looking to tap hotels and non-profits; repeal and replace Obamacare, 
Interview with Dr. Ira Wilson, professor at Brown University School of Public Health;  
3/17/17 U.S. Attorney’s position - Peter Neronha resigns abruptly; Governor Raimondo’s 
continued good national news coverage: The New York Times piece. Interview with the RI 
ACLU’s Steve Brown 
3/24/17 Senate President Paive-Weed steps down; Raimondo pushes for ethics reform; State 
Police no-bid contract; legalizing cannabis in RI. Interview with Jared Moffat, Regulate Rhode 
Island 
3/31/17 Bob Flanders considering a run for U.S. Senate; new RI Senate President Domenic 
Ruggerio hits the ground running; sagging state revenue – estimates are down; panhandling 
ordinance in Cranston. Interview with Mayor Fung 
 
Story in the Public Square, Sundays in January, 30 minutes 
Each month, the Pell Center partners with “White House Chronicle,” a public affairs television 
show with global reach, to produce special episodes featuring Story in the Public Square. Hosted 
by Jim Ludes and G. Wayne Miller, and filmed at the Rhode Island PBS studios, episodes 
feature interviews with today’s best print, screen, music and other storytellers about their 
creative process and how their stories impact public understanding and policy. 
 

In Another Opinion, Sunday, 1/29/17 at 11:30 am, 30 minutes 
Peter Wells, publisher and editor of the Providence American newspaper, hosts the public 
information program addressing key local and national issues that impact Rhode Island's 
communities of color. In this premiere episode, Ray Rickman, former assistant RI secretary of 
state, and James Vincent, president of NAACP Providence, discuss what impact they think a 
Trump administration will have on communities of color in Rhode Island and around the 
country. 
 
In Another Opinion, Sunday, 3/26/17 at 10:30 am, 30 minutes 
The episode presents a discussion about minority business development and job creation in 
Rhode Island with Rhode Island Black Business Association President Lisa Ranglin and 
entrepreneur and business consultant Sixcia Devine. The program is hosted by Peter Wells, 
publisher of the Providence American.  
 

QPTR Category:  Culture/Cultural History/Community 
 
Some Kind of Funny Porto Rican, Saturday, 3/11/16 at 11:00 pm, 60 mins. 

http://pellcenter.org/dr-james-ludes/
http://pellcenter.org/g-wayne-miller/


The documentary explores three generations of Cape Verdeans born and raised in the Fox Point 
neighborhood of Providence.  It chronicles the community's music, ties to the old country, and 
the maritime and seafaring traditions Cape Verdeans maintained from the Port of Providence. It 
also follows the evolution of this once vibrant community of immigrants eventually displaced by 
urban renewal in the 1970s.  
 

QPTR Category:  Education 
 
Tabor Boy: 100 Years at Sea, Sunday, 1/29/17 at 7:00 pm, 60 mins. 
The story of the Tabor Boy ship is told from its origins 100 years ago as a North Sea Pilot 
Schooner to its use today as an educational platform for teaching nautical and marine science.  
The personal effect of the ship on generations of students at Tabor Academy in Massachusetts is 
showcased.  The documentary also follows the Tall Ship schooner on its open ocean journey in 
heavy seas sailing from the New England’s south coast to Bermuda and eventually the United 
States Virgin Islands.  Also showcased is the Tabor student’s studies of Marine science research 
in conjunction with the U.S. Geological Survey, conducted by diving, analyzing and tracking the 
health of the Elkorn Coral species. 
 

QPTR Category:  History 
 
Stories of the Sea Captains Homes of Wickford RI, Saturday, 3/4/17 at 11:00 pm, 60 minutes 
The fine homes of Wickford reveal the history of Wickford village and its colorful mariners 
across the centuries. The broader perspective of Wickford is also looked at: its relevance to the 
Triangle Trade, the Revolutionary War, Rhode Island's colonial past, privateering and piracy, the 
Victorian Gilded Age of Newport, transportation and commerce in 18th and 19th Century New 
England, and the early fishing and boating industries in the region. The documentary is the work 
of Rhode Island filmmaker Edward Brassard and California-based film editor Gloria 
D'Allesandro.  Noted Rhode Island historian Tim Cranston narrates.    
 

QPTR Category:  Leisure/Recreation/Hobbies 
 
East Coast Antiques, Sundays at 3:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Created and directed by Mike Rossi of Rhode Island, the series takes viewers behind-the-scenes 
of the antiques world and feature the people and items that continue to make collecting antiques 
one of the hottest pastimes today.  Mike, a licensed auctioneer, antiques store manager, and 
antiquities collector himself, will take viewers to festivals and flea markets up and down the east 
coast.   
 

QPTR Category:  National Politics/Government 
 

White House Chronicle, Sundays at 7:00 pm, 30 minutes on Learn 36.2 
Filmed at the Rhode Island PBS studios, Llewellyn King and Linda Gasparello bring this public 
affairs news program to a national audience.  "From our town to your town, we explain politics, 
making it easy to understand." 



 
QPTR Category:  Native American Indian 

 
Woven in Time: The Narragansett Salt Pond Preserve, Thursday, 2/9/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 mins.  
The documentary focuses on the only surviving and recently preserved pre-contact (1100-
1400) Native American village on the New England coast.  Uncovering this village could lead to 
a shared stewardship for this beautiful and bountiful territory of marshes, ponds, oceans and 
forests.  
 
Stories in Stone, 2/23/17 at 8:00 pm, 30 mins.  
Filmmakers Lilach Dekel and Marc Levitt present this documentary film about the tradition of 
Narragansett Tribe stone masons who, for over four hundred years, have built many of the stone 
walls that wind picturesquely through the woods of southern New England.  It includes 
interviews with tribal elders and members of two prominent Narragansett mason families. 
 

QPTR Category:  Local Culture 
 
Original Food Truck, Haven Brothers: Legacy of an American Diner, Thursday, 1/19/17 at 
8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
The Haven Brother Diner is a late night lunch cart serving patrons in Providence, Rhode Island 
for more than 120 years.  It is the oldest operating diner on wheels. 

 
QPTR Category:  Urban Development/Urban Decay 

 
Restoring Smith Hill, 1/12/17 at 8:30 pm, 30 minutes 
Extraordinary success is taking place in the Smith Hill area of Providence, thanks to the work by 
the Smith Hill Community Development Corporation (CDC). The Smith Hill CDC has taken 
foreclosed houses in the area and turned the blight into safe, affordable housing. Filmmaker J. 
Henry Smith, a graduate student at Providence College, decided to document the stories about 
Smith Hill CDC after witnessing transformation firsthand: Smith's father Francis Smith is the 
executive director of the Smith Hill CDC. 
 

QPTR Category:  War/National Security/Veterans 
 

Uncle Jack: The Manhattan Project and Beyond, Thursday, 2/16/17 at 8:00 pm, 60 minutes 
The Manhattan Project in World War II was an enormous undertaking that required the efforts of 
many of the world's most brilliant scientists. Thousands of physicists, mathematicians, and 
engineers were recruited to design, build, and test the world's first atomic weapon. One of those 
assigned to the project was John Edmund Gray, uncle of the film's producer, Tim Gray. 
Regarded as a pioneer in the field of nuclear energy, John Gray was also front and center as that 
power evolved from wartime use to peacetime adaptation. 
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