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INTEREST

Wallace Hartley 

Violin on Display

According to the Sevier County News the violin that belonged to Wallace

Hartley is now on display at the Titanic Museum in Pigeon Forge where it will

remain for several weeks before being shipped to England to be sold at

auction. The violin is a silent witness to the horrific tragedy that took more than

1,500 lives after the ship struck an iceberg on its maiden voyage on April 14,

1912. Crew members began evacuating passengers into the life boats.

However, there were not enough life boats and many men chose to allow

women and children to take their places while they stayed behind where they

would meet their fates. Wallace Hartley was the leader of the band that

remained onboard the deck. In an act of selfless sacrifice, he gave up his seat

to other passengers and chose to stay behind and play the violin in hopes that

his music would calm the panicked passengers. Hartley offered his band

mates an opportunity to flee, but none chose to evacuate, Instead they

remained at his side and continued to play music. Two weeks later, Hartley’s

body was recovered. The violin was recovered nearby in the debris field. The

violin is now in possession of a private collector who has decided to remain

anonymous. The News reported that the violin will remain on display until July

27 before it travels to the Titanic Museum Attraction’s sister-location in

Branson. It will be on display in Branson, Thursday, Aug. 1 through Thursday,

Aug. 15 prior to it traveling back to England where it will be auctioned off by

Henry Aldridge and Son on Saturday, Oct. 19.

6/7/2013 1:24 12:18 & 16:08



HUMAN 

INTEREST

Controversial 

Textbook

Concerned parents in Williamson County are seeking to remove a

controversial textbook from the classroom. As reported by Laurie Cordoza

Moore, president of Proclaiming Justice to the Nations, on Fox & Friends,

parents are seeking the removal of a high school textbook titled, The Cultural

Landscape Curriculum - An Introduction to Human Geography, for its anti-

Semitic rhetoric. According to Mrs. Moore, the textbook in question, published

by Prentice Hall - 10th edition, is taught on a college level, elective course and

is available to students in public schools in Williamson County. Of particular

concern to parents and PJTN is the content on page 260: "Distinguishing

terrorism from other acts of political violence can be difficult. For example, if a

Palestinian suicide bomber kills several dozen Israeli teenagers in a Jerusalem

restaurant, is that an act of terrorism or wartime retaliation against Israeli

government policies and army actions? Competing arguments are made:

Israel's sympathizers denounce the act as a terrorist threat to the country's

existence, whereas advocates of the Palestinian cause argue that long-

standing injustices and Israeli army attacks on ordinary Palestinian civilians

provoked the act." Mrs. Moore has reported that a committee of educators and

administrators are reviewing this textbook over the coming weeks to consider

removing it. She has attempted to meet with the school board members to

discuss her concerns with the textbook privately, but they have been instructed

not to speak with her. She said that this is one of the reasons why there has

been a 30% increase in anti-Semitic attacks globally. PJTN has posted an

online petition to remove the textbook, which is part of the school’s Common

Core Curriculum, at  www.pjtn.org/petition-for-wcs-curriculum.

5/18/2013 1:20 12:05 & 16:07



EDUCATIO

N

Common Core 

Transition

The Tennessee Department of Education is enlisting the help of more than 

700 teachers to help their peers navigate the transition to the Common Core 

State Standards. This year’s cohort will help lead 5 weeks of summer trainings 

on the Common Core math, English/language arts and literacy standards, 

reaching more than 30,000 teachers across the state. They follow in the 

footsteps of last year’s 200 coaches, who have spent this school year guiding 

their colleagues on the Common Core transition in math for grades 3-8. The 

704 coaches were chosen through a rigorous application process. They will 

now receive training throughout the spring to lead sessions this summer for 

more than 35,000 teachers across the state. Tennessee schools began 

implementing Common Core State Standards last year, and students will take 

new assessments reflecting the Common Core standards in both math and 

English in 2014-2015. The 2013 summer training will build on the successful 

math training last summer for grades 3-8, which was also conducted by Core 

Coaches. Over 150 of this year’s Core Coaches are returning from last year’s 

cohort.

4/2/2013 0:56 12:07 & 16:06

.



HEALTH Recent 

Outbreaks   of 

Measles and 

Mumps

Recent outbreaks of measles and mumps in several states are prompting 

health officials to issue reminders about the importance of Measles-Mumps-

Rubella, or MMR, vaccinations.  While some may think of measles and 

mumps as diseases of the past, the viruses are still common in much of the 

world, including Western Europe. Both are very contagious and can infect 

anyone who has not had measles or mumps and has not been properly 

vaccinated. Almost everyone born before 1957 had these diseases in 

childhood. Those born more recently who are unsure should discuss 

vaccinations with their health care provider, who may suggest at least one 

dose before traveling abroad. Two doses of MMR vaccine are recommended 

for the best protection, and middle-aged adults might have had only one 

because the second dose was first recommended in 1989. In addition to 

measles, the MMR vaccine also provides protection against the mumps virus, 

another infection of childhood that is rare in the United States but common 

overseas. Outbreaks of mumps are currently known among students in 

multiple colleges in Virginia and Maryland, highlighting the fact that, once 

introduced, this virus also readily spreads among susceptible people. MMR 

vaccines are required in Tennessee for children attending daycare, all school 

children and college students, and two doses have been required since 1990. 

Children routinely get the first dose at 12 to 15 months of age and the second 

dose before Kindergarten.

5/13/2013 1:05 12;07 & 16:07



WEATHER Weather Safety As spring storms pop up this month, the State Fire Marshal's Office wants to

remind Tennesseans to keep safety in mind when lightning and storms are

imminent. According to the National Weather Service, each year lightning

causes about 4,400 home structure fires, 12 fire-related deaths and close to

$1 billion in damages. Lightning often strikes outside the area of heavy rain

and may strike as far as 10 miles from any rainfall. Because of this, many

lightning deaths occur ahead of storms or after storms seemingly have

passed. The following tips can help greatly reduce the risk from lightning:

Outdoor safety: If you can hear thunder, you are within striking distance of

lightning. Look for shelter inside a home, large building, or a hard-topped

vehicle right away. Do not go under tall trees for shelter. There is no place

outside that is safe during a thunderstorm. Wait at least 30 minutes after the

last sound of thunder before leaving your shelter. Stay away from windows and

doors. If you are in or on open water, go to land and seek shelter immediately.

If you feel your hair stand on end, that means lightning is about to strike. Squat

low to the ground on the balls of your feet. Place your hands over your ears

and your head between your knees. Make yourself the smallest target possible

and minimize your contact with the ground. Do not lie flat on the ground. This

is a last resort when a building or hard-topped vehicle is not available. If a

person is struck by lightning, call 9-1-1 and get medical care immediately.

Lightning-struck victims carry no electrical charge; attend to them immediately.

Check their breathing, heartbeat and pulse. They might need CPR to be

administered. Indoor safety tips: Unplug appliances and other electrical items,

such as computers, and turn off air conditioners. If you are unable to unplug

them, turn them off. Stay off corded phones, computers, and other electronic

equipment that put you in direct contact with electricity or plumbing. Avoid

washing your hands, bathing, doing laundry or washing dishes. Also, your

home should have smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate

sleeping area and on every level of the home, including the basement.

4/19/2013 1:35 12:07 & 16:07


